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Now divided in Three Parts. 


THE FIRST, . ls 
Containing thoſe which were written from Aber 


\ - geen, where he was confined by a Sentence of i 
the High Commiſion drawn Torth againſt him, q 
partly 8 Account of tus declining them, 100 
partly upon Me Account of his e, Fra = 4 5 1 
THE SECOND and T HIRD, _ 1 

Containing ſome which were written from Auwoth, j jl 
before Fo was by the Prelazes Perſecution thruſt « , 


|, from his Miniſtry; and others upon Occaſions 1 
afterward, from St. Andrews, London, &c. 


Publiſhed for the Uſe of all the People of G d; bug 
more particularly, for thoſe who may at any 

Sor be put to Suffering for Chriſt and his 
2uſe, 


| By a Well-wiſher to the Work and People of God. ; 71 
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The FIFTH EDITION. 
Joh. 16. 2. They ſhall put gos out of the ſynagogues s Ted the 
ti me cometh, that whoſoever killeth cu will think that be 
doth God fervice, Ver. 3. And theſe things will they do 
unt you, becauſe they have not known the i ather, nor me. * 
2 Theſ. 1. 6. Seeing it *s a ig htecis thing with God, to recomte 
pence tribulatiin to them that trouble you. Ver. 7. And to 
Hou who are troubled, reft with na, when the 5 Feſus ſhall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty Angels, &. 
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Edinburgh, Printed by Thomas Lumiſden and John Robertſon, © 34 
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To the Chrifiiex READER, 


*  Chriſtiay Reader. =Y 5 
| Cee. hep little ned Mr. R. herfoord's Letters 


- have of any Man' Hniſtls Comme datory, bis Great * il 


Maſter voi be ſerved with his opirit, in the Goſpel of 
his dan, having gives them cue, written by bis own Han. 
on the Hearts of every one whois become his Epiſtie,and ' 
Savours the things of God,aud is experiment ally acquaix- 
ted with that Heart-calming ,taatmarue!lcuſly [pert that 
* meer and dear intercoui /? beewiyt Hinſelf and tþe Soul, 
aud hath experienced thuſꝭ rare, thoſe moſt refreſhing, 
yea,and beyond all expreſſion, raviſhung emanations of 
the love of God upon the Soul; aud, as the neceſſary aud 
»:ative reſult thercof, which cauſe and produce thoſp 
Amanti of its Love back again wpon Him, who ſhes 
abroad His love in the Heart A thing a much ank 
manifeſtly exemplified in theſe Epiſiles, as in any piece || 
(that incomparable,that every way, in all things & hoes 
' matchleſs, that truly none uch Book of God, the Holy 
Scriptures being /et aſide) the World bath yer ſeen, ar 
' this Day can For, in each of theſe, thou mayeſt 
ve, baw the Writer's Heart js enflamed wit "TE 1 
Fire, and bow his Soul afcend; in the Smoak,aq ſuatehꝰ ? q; 
15 up to Heaven,and caught up above all that is below God: 
; bow much is what drops from his Pen, above the or- 
dinary Attainments ard Experience even of ſuch. who 
ſeem to have out- un others ! So that, in reſpect of w, 
this Angel of the Church ſpeaks, as one ftaudiug ab 
in the Quire of Angels,or as av Angel come down from 
Heaven among Men, to give us ſhame Account of what 
they are doing above ! 1 ſay, Tbeſe Epiftles not fanding 
in need of any Man's Epiftle-Commengatory, much / 
ef what was prefixed to tbe firſt Impreſſion, ¶ have 
Choice laid it wholly aſide, (not as retreated, but becanſe 
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— To the Chrifien READER, 
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zu all reſßocts rather defefive, and every way foot, 
what ought to have been ſaid of, and to theſe mY 
therein touched) neither purpoſe I to prejudge thee, by 


1 Jubſtitnti g any thing elſe in its Place puery Letter, os is 
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already hinted, having its own Fpiftle- commendatory in 
it; andthe forgoing being that to it ſelf, and to the fol» 
low ing, which nothing coming from another Pen can be. 
And thus leaving thee to peruſe what is made publick 
For thy Edification, and to preſs this Pomegranate, and . 
ſqueeze this Grape, and to ſuck it till thou N thy 
Soul refreſhed with its ſpiced Wine , and wiſhing thee 
an Experimental Knowledge of that fuypaſſmg- and in- 
conceivabie Sw-etneſS, wiich ic in the Fruition of God, + 
ard to be enjoyed in @ Fellonſhip with the Father aud 
wirh His & Jeſus Chrift, and a j ull Draught of theſe 
pme Sti eams of folid Foy and ( onſolation, wherein the 
Soul of this Saint ſu immed, aud which run thorough 
theſe Lincs, . without which while be ſpeaks as coming 
Forth ont of the King s Bangqueting-bouſe, to N 5 


these to go in hither and fraſt, and bathe thy Soul in the 


ſame pure l eligbts, and permanent Pleaſures, whereon 
be fed, and which flow in upon the Soul, and overflos _ 
zt, while the Saint finds himſelf with bis Beleved's left 
Hand under bis Head, and his right Hand embracing 
Him, be will be to thee a Barbarian. I ſha! only. wi 
and heg, I hot thou wouldft ſeriouſly ſeek of God, the 
fame I bing for him, who ſee ks this for thee, and hath 
bis Deſign in the Pains taken in publiſhing theſe' Letters, 
; Ph thou be ther: by 238 to ſeck till thou find + This 
2s that adequate 
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ceuſed me. thoſe three days appeared before them; bur let our 
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Mr. Rutherfoord's Letters. 
2 R 
"EPIST.L.-: . 


Miniſter of the Goſpel at H h wood in ſrclaud. 
Well-bel:ved and reveren l Brother, 4 het 
Race, Mercy and Peace, be to you: Upon acquaintarice 
8 n Chriſt, I thought good to take the opportunity of 
writing to you: Secing it hath ſeemed good to the Lord 
of the harveſt, to take the hooks out of our hands tor a time, ant 
to lay upon us a more honourable ſervice, eyen to ſuffer for his 
Name, it were good to comtort, one another in writing. I have 


had a defire to lee you in the face, yet now being the priſoner 
of Chriſt, it is taken away. I am greatly comforted to hear of 


ſeſus,our Lord, and cf the Grace of God in the reſt of our 


dear brethren with you. You have heard of my trouble, I ſup- 


pole It hath pleaſed our ſweet Lord [eſus, to let looſe the mas 
lice of theſe uterdictea Lords in his houſe. to deprive me of my 


minittry at Anwoth, and to confine me eightſcore miles fron | 
thence to Aberdeen; and alſo (which was not done to any before) 


to inhidite me to ſptak at all in Jeſus his ame, within this King- 
in of rebellion. The cauſe that ripened. theie 


dom, under the 
hatred was my book againſt the Arminians, whereof they ac- 
crowned King in Zion reign; by his grace the loſs is theirs;the 
advantage is Chriſt's and truth's. Albeit this nonetit croſs 
gained ſome ground on me by my heavineſs, and imvard 
C es of conlcience for a time were ſharp, yet now for 


the encouragement of you all, I dare ſay it, and write it unden 
|. my hand, Welcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet © of _ 158 
_, yerily think the chains of my id vrt 


rd ſeſus are all over'a 
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pure gold, and that his croſs is perfumed, and that it ſm-Ythy 135 


Lr and chat che vigory ſhall be by de blood of cs 


of Chri 
Lamb, and by the word of his truth; and that Chrizt 4:06” 
en his back, in e and oppreſled truth, thalf 
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Mr. Rutherfoord”s Eßpiſt. 1. 
. ride over his Enemies Bellies, and ſhall tribe through Kings 
_— day ef bis Wrath, It is time to laugb when he laugheth ; 
21d feting he is now pleaſed to fit with wings fr u me, it 
becometn us to be ſilent, until the Lord hath let the enemies 
enjoy their hungry, lean, and feckleſs paradiſe :- bleſſed are 
they who are content to take ſtrokes with 228 Cbriſt; 
faith will truſt the Lord, and is not haſty, nor head-itrong ; 
Neither is faith io timorous, às to flatter a tentation, or to bud 
And bribe the croſs. It is little up or little down that the 
Lamb and his followers can get no law-{urety, nor trucewith 
crolſes ; it muſt be fo, till we be up in dur Father's houſe : 
my heart is vo indeed for my mother Church, that hath plaid 
the harlot with many lovers;zfor her husband hath a mind to fell 
Fer for her horrible tranſgrefions, and heavy Will the hand 5f 
Te Lord be upon this bàckſliding Nation. The ways of ou# 
Zion mourn, her gold is become dim, her white Ndtarites are 
Balk like a coal ; how ſhall not the children weep, whee? 
the husband and the mother carmot agree? yer 1 believe 
Scotland's skies ſhall cleat again, and that Chriſt ſhall build 
Again the old waſte places of Jacob, and that our dead and 
1 dy bones ſhall become an army of living men; and that our - | 
Welbeloved may yet Red among the lillies, until the day breary, | 
And the ſhadows flee away. My dear brother, let us help vont 
atothet with our prayers. Our King ſhall mow down his 
ehemics, and ſhall come from Begra, with his garments all dy. 
Fd in blood, and for our conſolation ſhall he appear, and cafl 
wife Hephzibah, and his land Bealab; for he will rejoyct 
Dyer us und marry us, and Scotland ſhall fay, What have 1 to d 
apy more with dong? Only let us be fairhful to him; that e 
ride though hell and death, upon a windleſtrae, and his horſe 
never tunhle ; and let him make of me a bridge over à wa- 
F 75 To that his high and holy Name may be glorified in me: 
rokes with the ſweet Medjater's hand, are very ſweet; hetias 
always been ſweet to my ſqul, but ſiner I ſuffered for him, his 
breath hath a feeter ſmelſ than before. Oh that every hair of 
iny head, and every member, and every bone in my body, were à 
1 to witne's a fair epnieffion for Hm, I w think all foo 
little for bim: when Lock over beyond the line, and beyond 
leath, to the laughing ſide of the world, Itriumph, and ride 7 
by the high places of Facob, howbeit otherways I ata a faint dead- 
hearted cowardly man, oft born down, and 2 in waiting for 
the martiage-iupper of the Lamb: neye:the 4 | think it the 
” 1. Jord\s wile öde lu feeds us with hanger, and makes us fat witr 
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Epift. LETTERS 5 
 wantsard defertions : 1 know not,my dea brother, aur worthy +1081 
brethren be gore to Sea, or not; they ate on Hy heart, aud in my 
prayers: if they be yet with you, ſalute my dear friend John 
Stuart; my welbeloved brethrenin the Lord, Mr. Blair, Mr. Ha. 
mit en, Mr. Living ſten, and Mr. M Celand, and acqu: int them 
with my troubles,and intreat them to pray for the poor afflictecct 
priſoner of Chriſt : they are dear to my ſoul; I ſeełk your pray - 
ers and theirs for my flock; their remembrance breaks my 
heart: I defire to love that people, and others my dear ac- 
intance in Chriſt with love od, and as God loveth - 
them: I know that he who ſert me to the Weſ# and Soth, ſends 
me alſo to the Nich: | will charge my ſoul to believe and to 
Wait for him, and will follow his providence, and not go before 
it, nor ſtay behind it. Now, my dear brotker, taking farewel if | 
paper 3 I commend you all to the word of his grace, and to the 
work of his Spirit, to him who holdeth the ſeven ſtars in his 
right hand, that you may be kept ſpotleſs till the day of Jeſus 
our Lord. I am, SER Ps 
trom Irving, being on mi journey Your brother in aſſlictios, 

' to Chriſt's palace in Aberdten, in our ſwert Lord Jelus, 
| Auguſt 4. 1626. e 
a — — — . — ͤñ —— — — 

3 * To his Pariſhioners. 2 | 
Earlybeloved,ard longed for in the Lord, my erownand my 
joy in che day of Chriſt : Grace be to you and peace from 
God our Father, and our Lord ſeſus Chriſt. | long exceed- 
ingly to know, if the oft-ſpoken of mateh b-ewixe you and 
Chriſt holdeth ;; and if you follow on to know the Lord. My 
day thoughts, and my 1 thoughts are of you ; while ye 
ſleep, I am afraid of your ſouls, that they be off the rock, nem 
to my Lord Jeſus, and this fallen Kirk, ye have the greateſt 
ſhare of my ſorrow, and alſs of my joy are the matter of 
the rears, care, fear, and daily prayers of an opprefled priſc- 
ner of Chriſt; As I am in bonds for my high and lofty One, 
my royal and princely Maſter, my Lord ſeſus; © I am in bonds 
for you: for I ſhould hays fleeped in my warm neſt, and kept 
che lat world in my arms, and thecords of my tabernacle ſhould Fi 
"have been faſtned more ſtrongly, I might have ſung an Evan* | i 
Le of eaſs to my ſoul and you for a time, with my bretlirens, 
che {ons of my mother, that were angry at me, and have thru: 
moe our of rhe vineyard, if I ſhould have been broken, ant, “ 
| drawn on to mire you the Lord's flock, and to cauſe you ext 
|| Paſtures: troden upon Wich maus feet, and to drink foul ave: Ih 
I e 
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many hundred years, {according to God's good pleaſure) if ye 
werd furs in the upper lodging, in our Father's houſe, before. 
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muddy waters: hut truly the Almighty was à terror to me, and 


/ 


Mr. Rurberfbor ds 


Epiſt. 2. 


his fear made me afraid. O my Lord, judge if my miniſtry be not 
dear to me, but not ſo dear by many degres, as Chriſt ſeſus my 
Lord: God knoweth the heavy and fad Sabbaths I have had: 
ſinos I laid dawn at my Maſter's feet my two ſhepherds ſtaves, I 
have been oſten ſaying. as it is wrizten, Lamm. iii. 52, 53. My ene 
2nies chaſed me ſore like @ bird without caſv, they have cut of 

life inthe daageon, and caſt g ſtone upon me: for, neat to C vill, 
had but one joy, the apple ot the eye of my delights, to preach 


. Chri/t my Terd, and they haye violently plucked that away from 


F 


Qbtain of my 


me, and it was to me like the poor man's one eye, and they have 
ut out that eye, and quenzhed my light in the inberitance of the 
rd; but my eye is toward the Lord. I know I ſhall fee the ſal- 
vation of God, and that my hope ſhall not a ways be forgotten. 
And my ſorrow ſhell want nothing to compleat it, and to make 
me ſay, What auailet h it me to liue ? it ye follow the voice of a 
ſtranger, of one that cometh into the ſheeptold not by Chriſt the 
door, but climbeth up another way: If the man build his hay and 
{ſtubble upon the golden faundation, Chrift Feſus, already laid a- 
mong you, and ye follow him, I aſſure you, the man's work ſha! 
you ard never bide (God's fre, and ye and. he 257 ſhall be in 
er ol everlaſting burning, except-ye repent. O it any pain, 
—4 {orrow, any lols that ** Fer for Erik. and tor you, 
were laid in pledge to buy Chriſt's love to you, and that I could 
lay my deareſt joys, next to Chriſt my Lord, in the gab. be- 
twyixt you and eternal deſtruction O if I had ＋ as broad as 
heaven and earth, and ink as the ſea, and all the rivers and 


Fountains of the earth, and were able to write the love, the 


worth, the exceſlency, the {weetneſs,- and due praiſes of our 
deareſt and faireſt Welbeloved; and then if ye could read and 
underſtand it! What could E want, if my miniſtry among you 
Should make a marriage hetween the little Bride in that hounds, 
and the Bridegroom ? O how rich a priſoner were I, if I could. 
rd (before wham I ſtand for you) the ſalvation 
of you all! © what a prey had 1 gotten, to have you catched in 


- Chriſt's net! O then I bad caſt out my Lord's lines and his net 
with a rich gain! O then, well-wared pained breaſt and ſore. 
back, and a crazed body, in ſpeaking early and late to you! 
My Witneſs is above, your heaven would be two heavens to 
me. and the ſalvation of ye all, as two ſalvationz to me: I 
; would-ſubſcribe a ſuſpenſion, and a friſting of my heaven, for 


Epiſt 2. LETTERS. 9 
me. I take to witneſs heaven and earth againſt you, I rake in- 
ſtruments in the hands of that ſun and day-light that beheld us, 
and in the hands of the timber ard walls of that kirk, if I drew 
not up a fair comract of marriage betwixt you and Chriſt, if I 
went not with offers betwixt the Bridegroom and you;and your 
conicience did bear you witneſs, your mouths confefied., that 
there were many fair tryſts, and meetings drawn on, betwixgs 701 
Chriſt and you, at communion-feaſts, and other occaſions; there 
were bracelets, jewels, rings, and loye-letters ſent: to you, by, i 
the Bridegroom; it was cold you, what a fair cory ye ſhould. 
have, and what a houle your husband and ye thould dwell in, 
and what was the Bridegroom's Excellency, Sweetneſs, Might, 
Power: The eternity and glory of his Kingdom, the exceeding: 
deepneſs of his ſove, who {ought his black Wife throug!: pain, 
fires, ſhame, death, and the grave; and ſwimmed the ialt-ea - 
tor her, undergoing, the curle of the law, and then was made 
a curle for you, and ye then confented and ſaid, Even ſo 1 taks 
bim. I counſel you, beware of che new and ſtrange leaven of 
mens inventions, beſide and againſt the Word of God, con- 
| trair to the oath of this Kirk, now coming among you: I in- 
ftructed you of the ſuperſtition and idolatry, of krœeling in the 
inſtant oi receiying the Lord's Supper, croſſing in baptiſm, 
and the obſerving of mens days, without any warrant of Chriſt \ 
our perfect law-giver : Countenance not the Surplice, the at- 
tire of the Mafs-prieit, the garment of Baa/'s prieſts; the abo. 
ininable bowing to altars of tree is coming upon you: hate, ard 
your ſelwus from idols; forbear in any caſe to hear the 
reading of the new fatherleſs ſeryice-book,fuli of groſs hereſies, 
popiſh and ſuperſtitius errors, without any warrant of Chriſt, 
tending to the overthro of preaching ; you owe no obedience 
to the baſtard Canons, they aro unlawful, hlaſphemous and ſu- 
perſtitious : all the ceremonies that lie in the Antichriſt's foul , 
i _ womb, the wares of that great mother of fornications, the kirk 
of Rome, are to be refuſed; ye ſee whither they lead you: 
continue ſtill in the doctrine, which ye have received: ye heard 
of me the whole counſel of God, ſew no clouts upon Chriſt's: ( 
robe; take Chriſt in his rags and loſſes, and as periecuted by, 1 
men, and be content to ſigh, and pant up the mountain, with ane 
Chriſt's croſs on your back; let me reputed a falſe prophet 
(and your conſcience once {aid the contrair) Þ dic Lord ſeſus 89 
hall not ſtand by you, and maintain you, and maintain your ung 
cauſe againſt your encmies. L have heard, (and my fovl is 
gcieyed for it) that ſiace my departure from you, many 2: 


Im 


10 
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b ak mon you are turned back from the good ald way, to the dogs 


4. 
17 


by 4 | 


and to ſay Amn to their condemnation, 2 


7 


vomit again; let me fpeak to theſe men: it was not without = 


God's ſnecial direction, that the firſt ſertence that over my 
mouth uttered to yogp 


fee wt migbt fee, 1nd they which ſee might he made blind. It is 
2 my firſt meeting and yours be, when we ſhall both ſtand 
efore the dreadful judge of the world: and in the name and 


authority of che Son of Hod, my great King and Maſter, | write, 


by theo preſents, ſummonds to theſe men, I arret their ſouls 
and bodies to the day of our compearance ; their eternal dam- 


nation ſtands ſubſcribed, and ſealed in heaven, by the hand-writ 


ol the great Judge of quick and dead; and Iam ready to Rand 
up, as 4 preaching witav!s againſt ſuch to their ace, that day, 
they repent : 
Phe vengeance of the Gripel is heavier, nor the vengeance of 
the Law; the Mediator's matedi&ion and vengeance is twice 


vengeance, and that vengeance is the due portion of ſuch men; 


and there I leave them, as bound men, ay and while they re- 
petit and amend, You were witneſſes,” how the Lord's day 
was (pert, while I was among vou: O ſarrilegious: robber of 
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i | Was that of John, chap. ix. 39 And 
Jieſus ſaid, Fer judgment came ! into the world, that the; which 


* 
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Ged's day, what wilt thou anſwer the Almighty, when he 


ſ&keth fo many Sahbaths back again from thee © What wil 
the Curier, Swearer, and Blaſphemer do, when his tongue 
ſhail be roſted in that broad and burning lake of fire and brim- 


lone: And hat will the Drunkard do, when tongue, lights, 


and liver, bobes and all, ſhall boil and fry ina torturing fire; 
far he mall be far om his barrels of ſtrong drink then, and 
there is not à cold well of water for him in hell? What ſhall be 


the caſt of the wretch, the covetous man, tho oppreſſot, the 
geceiver, the earth-worm, who can never get his wombful of 
„clay, when, in the day of Chriſt, 


Id and ſilver muſt lie burnc 


Ea 


n aſhes, and he muſt compear an 


bern-foor; who hath a conſcience for every fair and market, 
and the ſoul of him runneth upon theſe oiled, wheels, time, 
exftoin, the world, and command of men: O if the careleſs 


naver his Juige, and quite 
' his claiey and naughty heaven? Wo, wo for evermors, be to 
the time-turning Atheiſt, that hath one God and one religion, 
for ſummer, and another God and another religion, for winter, 
and the day of fanning, when Chriſt tarmeth all that is in his 


Athieft, and ſleeping man, who edgeth-by all, (with, Go4 


peftor; if they lead us wrong; we mut do as they 


ot our 


+ =- 


mand ) and lays dewn his head upon time s boſom, ond 
N ä Nn ret n 


6 
= 


4 


„ woes are for the cver-guildedy and gold plaiſtered hypocr = 


| Epiſt. 6 2. 
+ |. giveth his conſcience to 2 deputy, and ſleepeth fo while the 
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imoak of hell- fite flie 
ot his doleful bed 


if ſuch a man would awake. 


A heavy doom is for the liar and whrte-tragued flatterer; n 


the flying hook of God's feartul vengeance, twenty cubits 


all enter into the houte, and in upon the foul o 


| 
1 _ ſtealeth, and ſweareth falſly by God's name, Zech. v. vers 


2, 3- Idenounce eternal bur ning, hotter than Sedem's flames,” 
upon the men, that boil in filthy luſts of fornication, adultery. 
' * inceſt, and the like wickedneſs; no room, no, ot a foot-broat 


put off all with this, God 


| 
| 
455 


J 


, 


| 


' 


| 


told you, ſecurity ſhaltilay you: all men fay they bav e faith, as 
many men and women now, as many ſaints in heaven; and 
all believe (ſay ye; ) every foul dog is clean enough, and 
man hath converſion, and the new birth; but it is not lee 


to them in a night dream: in a word. bell will be empty at 


the day of judgment, and heaven panged full: Alas! it is ne- 


ther eaſie nor ordinary, to believe and to be ſaved: Many muſt 


ſtand in the end at heaven's gates; when they go to take outs 
then faith, they take out a fait nothing (or as ye ule to ipeak. ) 


a bleflume : O lamentable dilappointment ! I pray you, } charge' 
you in the name of Chriſt, make faſt work of Criſt; and al- 
vation, I know there are tome behevers among you; and 1 
write to you, O poor broken-hearted believers : All the com- 
forts of Chriſt in the New and Old Teſtament are yours. O 
what a father and husband you have! O if 1 had pen and ink, 
and engine, to write of him Let heaven and earth be conſo- 
lidate in maſſie and pure gold, it will not weigh the thouſand 
part of Chriſt's love to a tou!, even to me a poor priſoner; O 
that is a maſſie and mar vellous love'! Men and angels, unit: 


your ſorce and ſtrength in one; ye ſhall not heave nor puiſe it 


off the ground: Len thouſand thouſand worlds, as. many 
worlds as angels can number, and.then as a new world of angels 
enn multiply, weuld not all be the balk of a balance to weigh 


Chtrift's exeellency, ſweetneſs ard loye : Put ten earths in _ HP 


1 * - - . as * 19” „ » wwe T 3J 4 % * 


up in his throat, and caulc him ſtart our 


; and ten cubits broad, that goeth out from the * 
m 


for ſuch vile dogs, within the clean Feraſelrm, Mary of ou 
orgive us, we know nu better: 1 
renew my old anfirer, 2 They. 1. the Judge is coming in 
flaming fire, with all his mighty angels, to render vengeance te 
4 thoſe, that know not God, and believe not. I have often 


good enough, for the clean and new Jeruſalem above. Everg VAT 


come; they had never a ſick night for fin: Conver ion came 
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Worlds, O what | 
it caſt But a blaſt of the breach ot that faireſt roſe in ail God's: 

pParadiſe, even of Chriſt ſeſus ofir Lord, one look of that faireſt: 
= Face, would be infinitely, in beauty and ſmell, above all ima - 
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and let & roſe grow greater than ton whole earths, or ten 
auty would be in it, and what a ſmell would 


4 4 N and created glory. I wonder that men dow bide off 


briſt: I would eſteem my ſelf bleiled, it 1 could make an 


0 . open prochmation, and gather all the worlds that are living 
e 


upon the earth, Few and Gente, and all that hall be born 


to the blowing of the laſt trumpet, to flock round about Chriſt, 


and to ſtand looking, wondring, admiring, and adoring his 
beauty, and fivectnets; for his fre is hotter than any other: 
: e's his love ſweeter than common love, his beauty urpafſeth 


other beauty. When I am heavy and ſad, one of his love - 


looks would do me meisle world's good: O if ye would fall 
0 in love with him! How bleſted were 17 how glad would my 


foul be, to help you to love bim: But among ſt us all we could 


vot love bim enough; he is the Son of the cather's love, and 
* God's delight; the Father's love lieth all upon him: O il all 
mankind would fetch all their love, and lay it upon bim: in- 
vite him, and take him home to your houles, in the exerciſe 
46 15 morning and evening, as I often defired you; eſpe · 
15 4 Fool 


now, let him not want lodging in your houſes, nor lie 


in the fields, when he is ſhut out of Pulpits and Kirks. If ye 


bf will be content to take heaven by violence, and the wind on 


LES... Some trial of Chriſt's croſs, I can ſay, that Chriſt was ever kd 


1 ol. * 


our face for Chriſt and his crois; } am here one, who have: 


to me, but he overcometh himſelf (if] may ſpeak {o ] in kind. 
neſs, while I ſuffer for him: I give you my word for it, Chriſt's 


Pl; very breathings of Chriſt's mouth, when he kiſſeth, and my 
Lord's ielightlom miles, and love: embracements, under my 


| 


a 
» 
4 


1 [ 


1 1 fufferings for him, for 2 mountain of ſine gold, nor for all the 


bonours, court, and grandeur of Velvet-kirk-men : Chriſt hath 


# Nearly beloved in the Lord, 4 would I could change my voice, 


- 


Lord 


9 * 


, 
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cCrols is not lo evil as they call it; ir is feet, light, ad 
comfortable: | would not want the viſitations of love, and the 


| 

ee. and bighnels, and greatnets, and excellency, of that 
tand renowned Bridegroom ! I beſeech you by the mer, 

e Ache Lord, by tho ſighs, tears, and Mart blood of aur ⁶ſ. 
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woe, woe, woe to this Harlot- land, for they 
And not riſe again. In, in, in with ſpeed, to your ſtfong hold, 
# the Lord pafs : Follow not the Paſtors of this and tr tbe Yun” 


'Fpift. LETTERS. 1 


world, when the worms ſhall make their houſes in your eye- 


the common gate of ſerving God, as neighbour and others do, 
will bring you to heaven; few, few are ſaved; the Devil's » © 
kind for his vaſſals. I know, this world is a great forreſt of 
| thorns in your way to heaven; but you mutt thrqugh it: ac- 


commandment, love cue anotber; let the Holy Spirit dwell in 


4 oy > them; as the Lord liveth, they lead yo a 


Lord Jeſus, by the ſalvation of your puer and precious ſouls; © 
ſet up the mountain, that ye and | may meet before the Lambs 
throne, amongſt the congregation of the firſt· born. Lord grant, | 
that that may be the tryiting place, that ye and I may put up 
our hands together, and pluck, and cat the apples of the tree 
of life, and we may feaſt together, and drink topecher, of that 
pure river of the water of life, that cometh out trom unde; the 

throne of God, and trom the Lamb: O how little is your hand- 
breadth, and ſpan-length of days here! your inch of time is les 
than when ye and I parted ; eternity, eternity is coming, poſt- 

ing on with wings; then ſhall every man's blacks and whites be © 
brought to light. O how low will your thouphts be of this 
Fir-Skinned, but heart rotten apple, the vain, vain, feckleſs 


holes, and ſhall eat off the fleſh from the ball of your checks, 
and ſhall make that body a number of dry bones? Think not 


court is thick and many, he hath the greateſt number of man- 


— 


quaint your ſelves with the Lord, hold faſt Chriſt, hear his voice 
only, bleſs his name, ſanctiſie and keep bis my ; keep the new "© 
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gow bodies, and be clean and holy; love not the world, He not, 
oye and follow truth; learn to know God; keep in mind what 
1 taught you; for God will ſeek an account of it, when I am 
far rom you: abſtain from all evil, and all ap arance of evil 
follow good carefully, and ſeek peace and follow after it; ho? 
nour your King, and pray for him; remember me to God ig 
your prayere, I dow vg rave you: I told you often, Wiel 
was with you, and now I write it again, Heavv, (ad an, age, 
is that ſtroke of thel,ord*s wrath, that is — upon Sπνττν,Eͤ, © 
all take theup: 
of Gods wrath, from his hand and drink, and ſpue, and fall,, 
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ye priſoners of hope, and hide you there, while the anger of i] . 

__— 
| mthepood old way; yettheLord will keep 68) 

"the holy city, and make this withered Kirk to bud again, like! 


| roſe, and a field Heſſed of the Lord. The grace of the Lond. Wh 
Fenn 754 
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4 Mr. Rwutherfoord's ' Epiſt. 2, | 
priſoner of Chriſt, in bonds for him, and for you, be W un 


| Wo . 


vou all, Amen. | 
8 Aberdeen, ſuly 14. | Tour TLawſul and loving 
| _ | 1637, . Taſter, S. R. 


. 


—ñ——ͤ—ä— — . — — — Wer 
Ta the Hmnourabls, Reverend, and Welbeloved Prefeſſurt of 
Chrift aud bis Truth in ſincerity, in Irelaod. 


„* i... — — 


1 Early beloved in our Lord, and partakers of the heaven 
1 ly calling, Grace, mercy and peace be to you, from God | 
q par Father, and from our Lord ſeſus Chriſt : I always, but mo | 
fg Of all now in my bonds, (moſt ſweet bonds for Obriſt my Lord) 
riejoyce, to hear of your taith and love, and to hear that our 
 ' King, our Welheloyed,our Bridegrooom, without tireing, ſtay- 
y eth {till ro wope you, as his wife; and that perſecutions, .and 
mockings of ſinners have not chaſed away the woer from the 
1 — [ periwade you in the Lord, the men of God, now 
fſeattered and driven fram you, put you upon the right ſcens | 
4 and purſuit of Chriſt ; and my falyation. on it, (if ten heavens | | 
were mine) if this way, this way that Inow ſuffer for, this way 
that the world nicknameth, and reproacheth, and no other way, 
15 be not the King's gate to heaven; and I ſhall never ſee God's 
face, (and alas were 2 beguiled wretch if it were ſo!) if this 
1 be not the only ſaving way to heaven. O that you would ta 
3 priſaner of Chriſt's word for it: nay, 1 know you have t 
| ; omen King's word for it, that it ſhall not be your wiſdom to 
{pier out another Chriit, another way of mor Pong him, than 
is now ſavingly revealed to you. Therefore, though Ineverſaw 
your faces, let me be pardoned to write tu you, ys honourable 
perſons,ve faithful paſtors yet amongſt the flocks, and ye fincere 
3 rofeſſors of Chriſt's truth; or any weak tired ſtrayers, ho caſt 
1 an half an eye aſter the Bridegroom, if paſſibly Icould, dy any | 
weak experience, confirm and ſtrengthen you, in this good way, 
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every where yours againſt. L can with greateſt aſſurance ( to 
tue honour of our higheſt, and greateſt and deareſt Lord, let it 
ſpoken) alert, (though I be but a child in Chriſt, and ſcaxce | 
sa dle to walk, but hy a hold, and the meaneſt and leſs than the 
5 Jnft of ſaints) that we do not come nigh, by twenty degrees, 
| tt. tothe dueloye and eſtimation of that faireſt amongihe lons of 
men; for ifit were poſſible that heaven, yea, ten beavers, were | 
aid in the balance with Chriſt, I would think the {mi of his 
breath above them all: ſure I am, he is the far beſt half of hea- 
ven; yea, le 45 al keaves, and mere than all e Ae 6 
r Wn #;- - | ; -, 
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my teſtinſon of him is, chat ten lives of black ſorrow, den 


deaths, ten hells of pain, ren furnaces of briautone, and a1 1900 


exquiſite torments, were all top little for Chriſt, if our ſuffe- 
ring could be a hire to buy him: and thexeſote taint not in 
our ſufferings, and hazards for tim. I proclaim and cry, 
ell, ſorrow, and ſhame upon all Juſts, upon all by-loyers, 
that ou d take Chriil's room over his head, in this little inch 
of love, of theſe narrow tou's of ours, that is due to {ſweeteſt 
Teſus. O higheſt, O faiceit, O deareſt Lord Jeſus, take 
thine own from all baſtard- lovers. O that we could Wadſet, 
and ſell all our part of tim-'s glory and time's good things, for 
à leaſs and-tack of Chriſt, for all eternity. O how. are we 
miſled, and mired with che love of things that are in this ſide 
of time, ard in this ſide of death's water. Where can we find 
« match to Chriſt, or an equal, e a better than he, amo 
rreatad things Oh this world is cur of all copceit, and 
ove with our Beloved. that I could ſell roy laughter, jay 
Gaſe, and all for him; and be content ot a ſtraw-bed, ad | 
bread by weight, and water by mgafure, in the camp of our 
weeping Chriſt. I know his 1ackcloth and aihes are better 
thay ihe fools laughter, which is like the crackling of thurns 
under a pot. But alas! we do not harden our faces againſt 
the cold north ſtorms, which blow upon Chriſt's fair face; we 
love well ſummer religion, and to be that which fir: hath made 
us, even as tbin-skinned, as if we were made of white · paper, 


and would fain be carried to heaven in a cloſs covered chariot, 


wiſhing from our hearts, that Chriſt would give us ſurety, 
and his bard-write, and his ſeal tor nothing but a fair ſummer, 
until we be landed in at heaven's gates: bow many of us have 
been here deceived, and fainted in the day of trial? amongſt 
youtbere are {ome of this Ramp. I ſhall be forry if my ac» 

uaintance A. I. bath left you; I will not believe be dare ſtay 
from Chriſt's ſide. I deſire that ye ſhew him this from mes 


for I lox ed him once in Chriſt, neither can I change my mind 


Dane of him. But the truth is, that many of you, and too 
1 {a of your c den Church of Scotland, have been 
Ike a tenant that ſitteth meal- free, and knoweth not his hold · 
Ipg while his rights be queſtioned ; and now 1 a perfivaded, 
it will be asked at every one of us, on what ters we brook 
Chriſt, far we have ſitten long meal-ſige ; we found Chriſt 
without a wct foot; and he, and bis goſpel, came upon ſmall 
barges co our doors; but now we mult weet our fret to ſeeꝶ 


aun: ou gil IL, 358 che had faſhie of N 
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fromour vouth, and like Moab, not caſten ſtrom veſſel to veſſel, 
Fer. 48. 11. hath made us like ſtanding waters, to gather a foul 

Tum; and when we are jumbled, our dregs come up, and 
are ſeen: many take but half a grip of Chriſt, and the wind 

 *þloweth them and Chriſt aſunder; indeed when the maſt is 
broken, and blown in the fea, it is an art then to ſwim upon 

Chriſt to dry and; tis even poſhble that the children of 
God, ina hard trial, lay themſelves down, as hidden inthe lee- 

fide of a buih, while Chriſt their Maſter be taken, as Peter did; 

and lurk there, while the ſtorm be overpaſt: all of us know 

the way to a whole skin; and the fingleſt heart that fs, hath a 
by-purle, that will contain the denial of Chriſt and a fearfal 
backſliding. © how rare a thing is it, to be loyal and honeſt 


= to Chriſt, when he hath a controverſie with the ſhields of the 


earth. I wiſh all of you would conſider, that this trial is front 
Chriſt, ic is come upon you unbought (indeed when we buy 
a temptation with our own money, no marye! that we be not 
eaſily free of it, and that God be not at our elbo to take it off 
our hand) this is Chriſt's ordinary houſe-fare that he makes 
uſe ot, to try all the veſſels of his houſe withal,” ard Chriſt 
now is about to bring his treaſure ont before fun and moon, 
and to tell his money, and in the telling, to cry what weig 11, 
ef gold, and” what weight of watered'copper is in his houte, 
Do not now jouk, or bow, or yield to your adverſaries in 2 
 bair-breadth: Chriſt and his truth will not divide; and his truth 
hath not latitude and breadth, that ye may take ſome of it, 


And leave other ſome of it; nay, che goſpel is like 2 ĩmall hair, 


that hath no breadth, and will not cleave in two: it is not 

ofſible to twiſt and compound 2 matter betwixt Chriſt and 

ntichriſt ; and therefore you muſt either be for Chrift, or ye 
muſt be 2g2inft him: It was but man's wit, and the wit of P. 
and their god - father the Pope (that man without law) to put 
Chriſt; and his prerogatives · royal, and his truth, or the ſmalleſt 
nail · breadth of his latter will, in the new kalendar of Indiferen- 
ces; and to make a blank of un-inked paper, in Chriſt's Te- 
ſtament, that men may fill up; and fo ſhuffle the truth, and 


matters they call indifferent, thorow other; and ſpin both to- 
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ether, that the Antichriſts wares may fell the better: This is 
ut the device and forged dream of men, whoſe conſciences 
are made of ſtoutneſs, and have a throat, that a graven image, 
greater than the bounds of the kirk-door, would ' get fre- 
pPuſſage into; I am ſure, when Chriſt ſhall bring all out in 


and whites at that day, whey he ſhall cry down 


tolde 


< - 


„and when the glory of it ſhall lie in 
white aſhes, like a May flower cut down and having lot the 
bloſſom, there ſhall be few, yer none that dare make any 
oint, that toucheth the worſhip and honour of our King and 
aw-giver, to be indifferent. O that this miſled and blind- 
4 world would ſee, that Chriſt doth not riſe and tall, 
ſtand or lie, by mens apprehenſions What is Chriſt the ligh- 
ter, that men do with him by open proclamation, as men da 
with clipped and light money? they are now crying dowry 
Chriſt ſome grain weights, and !ome-ponnds or fillings, and 


they will have him ly tor a penny or a pound, for one, of far 
an hundred, according as the wind bloweth front the cal, or 
from the weſt; but the Lord has weighed him, and balanced 


him already, This is my welbeloved Son, in bm i am well 
pleajed, bear ye him; his worth and his weight ſtandech ſtill. 
It is our part to cry up, up with Chriſt, and down, down with 
all created glory before hum. O hat I could heighten him, 
and heighten his name, and heighten his throne ! know, and 
am perſwaded, that Chriſt ſhaft again be high, and great in 
this poor, withered, and ſun-burnt Kirk of Scotland; and that 
che — of our fire ſhall flee over {ca, and round about.“ to 
warm you, and other Siſter-churches ; and that this Taberna- 


cle of David's houſe that is fallen, even the Son of Bavid, his 
waſte places ſhall be built again; ard I know the priton, croſ- 


ſes, periecutions, and trials of the ewo ſla in witreſſes, that ate 
now dead and buried, Rev. 11. and ot the faithful proteſſors, 


have a back -door. and back · entry of 3 and chat death 


and hell, and the world and tortures, ſhall all cleave aud ſplit 
in twain, and give us ir2e. pailage and liberty to gg through: 
them toll ſrae; and we ſhall bring. all God's gdod 'metta! our 
of the furnace again, and leave behind us but our drots, and 
our {cum:. we may then before · hand proclaim Chritt to be yi 
ctorious. He is crowned King in mount Zion; God did put 
the crown upon his head, P/al. 2. And who dare take it off 
again? Out of queſtion; he hath ſore and grievous quartels 
againſt his Church; and therefore, he is called, Iſa. 31: 9. He 
whoſe fire is in Zion, and mboſe furnace in in Jeruſalem, But 
when he hath performed his work on mount Zion, all Ziau's 
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haters ſhall be as the hungry and thirſty man, that dreams he 


is eating and drinking, and behold when he awaketh, he is 
faint, and his ſoul empty: and this advantage we have aVo, 


that he will not bring before Sun and Moon, all the finfirmi- 
ties of his wiſe; it n e of marriage anger, or Hufe 


andre. 
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would coaſt and land upon Chriſt, and not upon yy ſelf? a 


18 MI. Ratherſoord's piſt. z. 


band · wrath, that our ſwect Lord Jefus will not come with chi- 


ding to the ſtreets, to let all the worid hear, what is betwirt 


him and us; his (eet glooms ſtay under roof, and that becauſe 
he is God, Iwo ſpecial things ye are to mind, 1. Fry anll 
make ſure your proteſhon ; that ye carry not empty lamps: A- 
las, ſecurity, ſecurity is the bane, and the wrack of the moſt 

art ot the world! Oh, how many profeſſors go with a gol-. 

en luſtre, and gold-!ike before men, (who are but witnetles 
to our white-skin) and yet are but baſtard and baſe metral ?! 
Conſider how fair before the wind lome do ply with up-ſails 
and white, eyen to the nick of illumination, Heb. vi. 5. and 
taſting of the heavenly gift; and a ſhare aud part of the holy 
GU ft; and the taſting of e . ward of God, and the pow- 
ers of the wortd to come: And yet this is but a falle nick of re- 
novation, and in a ſhort. time ſuch are quickly broken upon 
the rocks, and never fetch the harbour, bur are {ſanded in the 
bottom ot hell. O make your heaven lure, and try how ye 
come by convertion; that it be not ſtolen goods, in a white 
and well-juſtred profeſſion! A white skin over old wounds ma- 
keth ar undercotting conſcience : Falle under-water not ſeen is 
dangerous, and that is a leck, and rift in the bottom of an en- 
lightned conſcience, often falling, and ſinning againſt light. 
Wo. wo is me, that the holy protethon ot Chriit is made a 
ſtage· garment by many, to bring, home a vain fame; and Chriſt 
is made to ſerve mens ends: this is, as it were, to itop an oven 
with a king's robes. Know, 2. Except men martyr and ſlay 


the body of lin, in ſancti fied ſelf:denial, they ſhall never be 


Chriit's martyrs and faithful witneſſes. Oh if 1 could be ma- 
iter of that houſe- idol, n ſe!f, my own, mine, own will, 
wit, credit, and caſe ! How dletled were 1? O but we have 
need to be redeemed from our ſelves, rather than from the de- 
vil and the world! Learn to put out your ſelves, and to put 
in Chriſt tor your ſelves : I ſhould make a tweet bartering and 
viffering, and give old for new, if I could ſhnffle out ſelf, and 
ſubſtitute Chrile my Lord in place of ny ſelf; to ſay, Not J, 
but Chriſt ; net my will, but Chriſt's; nei my eaſe, not my luſt, 
net my fechleſs vredit, but Chriſt, Cori. But alas, in leaving 
our ſelves, in ſetting Chriſt before our idol, ſelf we have yet, 
a glaiked back · look td our old idol. O wretched idol, my ſelf? 
when ſhall I ſee thee wholly decourted, and Chriſt wholly put 


An thy room? Oh if Chrift, Chriſt, had the full place and room 


#f ay ſelf; that all my aims, purpoſes, thoughts, and — 
W- 


* ad 
* 
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Kkinzdoms : But I know he bath no nee 


dead, the great Shepherd of the hee p, by the bloc 
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howheit v0 cannbt attan to this denial af ene, aud mine; 
that we can ſay, 1 am not my ſelf, my jelf id not my ſelf, mine 
own js u lnger wine oats, yet dur aiming at this, in ali we 
do, ſhall be accepred : tor alas | chink 1 ſhall die, but minting 
and 4iming to be a Chriftian : 7s it not our comiort, that 
Chriſt the Mediator of the new Covenant is come betwixt 


us and God, in the bulinefs; ſo that green and young heirs, the 


like of ſinners, have now a tutor, that is Hod? Ard nw, God 
be thanked, our ſulvation is bottomed on Chret:; fire I am, 
the hottom ſhall never fall out of heayer and happineſtꝭ to us: 
I would pive over the bargain, a thouland times, were it not, 
that Chr:f his free-grace hath taken our ſalvacion in hand. 
Pray, pray, and contend with the Lord, for four Siſter-Cbugch 3 
for it would appcar, the Lord is about to ask for his ſ:arrered 
flieep, in the dark and cloudy day. O that it would plenje our 
Lord to ſet up again David's old wafted and fallen taberna- 
Cle in Scotland, that we might fee the glory of the ſecond 
Temple in this land. O that miy little heaven were wadſet. to 
redeem the honour of my Lord Jeſus among Jews and Gentiles, 
Let never dew ly upon my brarches, and let my poor flower 


wither at the reot, {6 being Chriſt were enthroned, and his 


glory advanced in all the world, and 22 in theſe three 
of me; what can 1 
add to him? but oh that he would cauſe his high and pure glo- 
ty run through ſuch a fou channel as I am! and howheit he 
= cauled the bloflom fall off my one poor joy, that was or: 
is fide of heaven, even my liberty tu preach Chr!ft to his 
people, yet I am dead to that now, ſo being he would hew and 
carve glory, glory for evermore, to my royal King, out ct my 
filence and fu rings. Oh that I had my fill of his love; but 
I know ill manners make an uncouth and ſtrange Bridegroom. 
I intreat you earneſtly tor the aid of your prayers, for I forget. 
not you; and I falute with my foul in Chriſt the faithful Pa- 
ſtors, and honourable and worthy Profeſſors in that land. New 
the God of peace, that brought again cur Lord Jeſs from: the 
of the ever- 

laſting covenant, make: you perfett in every good werk, to do hit 
will; working in you that which is well pleaſing in hit fizhte 

Grace, grace be with you. | 


Abertleet, Feb, 4. | Tours in his ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus; 
186838. SF yes} > 
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20 Mr. Rutherfoord's Bpiſt. 4. 
Jo the truly Noble and ele# Lady, my Lady 


VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. 
Noble and ele Lady, 


Hat honour that I have prayed for theſe ſixteen. years, 
with ſubmiſſion to my Lord's will, my kind Lord hath 

now beitowed upon me; even to Iuffer tor my royal and 
princely King Jeſus, and for his kingly Crowh, and the treedom 
of his Kingdom, that his Father hath given him. The forbid- 
den lords have lentenced me with deprivation, and confinement 
within the town of Aberdeen. I am charged in the king's 
name, to enter againſt the twenty day of Auguſt next, and 
there to remain during the king's pleaſure, as they have given 
it out. Howbeit Chriſt's green croſs, newly laid upon me, be 
ſomewhat heavy, while I cal! to mind the many fair days, 
ſweet and comtortable to my ſoul, and to the ſouls of many 
others, and how young ones in Chriſt, are plucked from the 
| breaſt, and the inhericance of God laid waſte ; yet that ſweet- 
{ſmelled and per fumed croſs of Chriſt is accompanied with {weet 
refreſhments, with the kifles of a King, with the joy of the 
holy Ghoſt, with faith that the Lord hears the ſighing of a , 
priloner, with undoubted hope, (as ſure as my Lord hveth ) 
after this night, to fee day-hght, and Chriit's sky to clear ur 
again upon me, and his poor Kirk, and that in a ſtrange land, 


amongit ſtrange faces: he will give favour in the eyes of men, 


to his poor oppreſſed ſervant, who dow not but love that lovel 
one, that princely one, Jeſus the Comforter of his foul. A 
would be well, it 1 were free of old challenges for guiltineſs, 
and for negle& in my calling, and for ſpeaking too little for 
my Welbeloved's Crown, Honour and Kingdom. Oh for a 
day in the aſſembly of the ſaints to advocate for King Telus ? 
If my Lord go on now to quarrels alſo, I die, I cannot endure 
it: But I look tor peace from him; becauſe he knoweth I dow 
bear mens feud, but Ido not bear his feud. : this is my only 
exexciſe, chat I fear I have done little good inmy-Miniſtry : but 
I édare not but ** I loved the bairns of the wedding-cham- 
ber, and prayed for, and deſired the thriving of the marriage, 
and coming of his Kingdom. I apprehend no leſs than a judg- 
ment upon Galloway; and that the Lord ſhall viſit this who 
nation, for the quarrel of the covenant. But what can be laid 
upon me, or any the like of me, is too light for Chriſt : Chriſt 
do bear more, and would bear death and burning quick, in his 
weak &ryants, even for this honourable cauſe, that I now ſuf- 
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Bpiſt. 5. LETTERS. -- ox 
fer for. Yet for all my complaints (and he knoweth that 1 
dare not now diſſemble) he was never ſweeter and kinder, than 
he is now; one kiſs now is ſweeter than ten long ſince : ſweet, 
| ſweet is his croſs; light, light and eaſie is his yoke. O what 
a ſweet ſtep were it up to myFather's houſe, through ten deaths, 
for the truth and caule of that unknown, and ſo nat half well. 
poved Plant of renown, the Man called the Branch, the chief 
among ten thouſands, the faireſt among the Sons of men! O 
what unfeen Joys, how many hidden heart-burnings of love, are 
in the remnants of the ſufferings of Chrift ! My dear worthy Lady, 
I ive it to your La. under my hand (my heart writing as well 
| as my hand) welcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet, and glorious” 
| | croſs of Chriſt; welcome tweet Jeſus, with thy light Croſs, 
thou haſt now gained and gotten all my love 2 me, keep 
; what thou haſt gotten. Only, wo, wo ig me, for my bereſt- 
* + |: Mock, for the Lambs of Jeſus, that I fear ſhall be fed with dry 
> | Breaſts 5 but I ſpare now. Madam, I dare not promiſe ta 
' fee your Ta. becauſe of the little time I have allotted me, and 
+ I purpole to obey the King, who hath power, ot my Body; 
and rebellion to Kings is unbeſeeming Chriſt's Miniſters. Be 
pleaſed to acquaint my Lady Marr with my caſe; I will look, 
"| your Le. and that good Lady will be mindful to God of the 
Lord's priſoner, not for my cauſe, but for the Goſpel's fake, 
Madam, bind me more ( if more can be) to your La: And 
write thanks to your Brother, my\Lord of Lorne, for what he 
.. hath done for me, a poor unknown Stranger to his Zo, I ſhall - 
pray for him and his Houſe, while I live; It is his honour, to 
open his mouth in the ſtreets for his wronged, and. opprefled 
ter Chriſt Feſus. Now, Madam, cotnmending your Ta. 
and the ſweet child to the tender mercies of mine awn. Tora 
Feſus, and his good Will who dwelt in the buſh; I reſt 
I LES Edinb. July 2. Tours, in his own ſweeteſt 
1636. Lord Je ſies, S. R. 


2 — = 9 — a — — — 
To the Noble and Chriſtian Lady, the 
VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE, 

h very Honourable and dear Lad. 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you; I cannot forget your 
La. and that ſweet child, I deſire to hear what the Lord 
is doing to you and him: to write to me were charity; Ican- 
not but write to my Friends, that Chrift hath tryſted me in 
Aberdeen; and my Adverſaries have ſent me here, to be feaſted. 
n Tovo-bangquete, mich my Royal, high, bigh, and e 
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Mr; Rutherfoord's'  Epiſt; f. 
King Jeſus. Madam, why thould i imather Chriſt's nonefty 2 


I dare not conceal his goodneſs to my tou) ; he look d fram ꝗ and 


upecuth- lixe upon me, when 4 came $i here; but } believe 
Hinrſelf better than his locks : I mall not again quarrel Carift 


fer a gleem; now/he hath taken the Aast off his Face, and. 
iaith, Ait thy fill ; and what cait 1 haveone, while I get great 


Heaven in my little Arms © O how meet are the: ſufferings af 


Cori; tor Chrift ! Gnd forgive them, that raiſe an id report 
upon the ſweet Crofs of Chriſt z it is hut our weak and dim cher, 
that look but to the black ide, that makes us miſtabe: thole 
Who can take that crabbed-Trer handiomly upon their Back. 
and laſten it on cannily; ſhall find it ſuch a Burden, as wings 
Unto'a Bird, ur Sails to a Ship. Madam, rue not of ꝓour ha- 
vin g holen the better Part: pon invSatvation,this is Chrift's 
truth 1 now ſuffer tor: If 1 found but cold comfort inn ſutfe- 
rir gs, would not beguile others, I would have vou 
plainly; but the truth is, Chriſt's Crown, his Scepter, and the 


. 


txecdom of his & ing d, is that; whithis now called in que- 
ſtion: Becauſe we wi not allow that Chrift pay tribute, and he 
2 Taſſal to the ſhields of the Earth, therefore the Sons of our 
Mother are angry at bs: But it becometh not Chriſt to hold 
a Man's Stirrup lt were a t\Weer-anddonourable Death, t 

die tor the bonoa# that Royal and princely King Fefus : This 
Love is a Myſtety tu the World: I would not have believed that 
there was 16 much in Chriſt, as there is; Come aud ſee, maketh 
Chriſt to be known In his Excellency and Glory. I with all 
this Nation knew how ſweef his Breath is; it is little to fee 
Khrift iu a Book, as Men do the World in a Card: They talk ot 
Chrift by the Book and the Tongue, and no more 5 but to eme 
migh Cbrift, and hauſſe him, and embrace him, is another 1 
Madam, l write to your Honour, for your Encouragement in 
chat H noureble Profeſſion, Chriſt hath honoured: you wita : Ye 
have gotten the Surmy-ide of the Brae, and the beſt of Chriſt's 


Ave things ; he hath not giyer you" the Baſtard's Portienʒ ard 


howyebeit ye get flrates and ſbuf - lock from your Land, yet be- 


lieve bis Love mare than your on feeling; for this World can 


ake nothing from you, that is truly yours, and Death can do 
SS no.wrong,:. Your Rock doth not £46 and Flow, but your 
r: That which Chriſt hath ſaid, he will bide by it: He will 
be your 1ut:x ; you . ſhall not get your Charters of Heaven . 
to ꝑlaꝝ you with * is good that-ye ha ye loſt you credit wich 

Chr it, and that lord freemil! ſhall not be your Tutor. ;, Chriſt 
Heguen, neither ta. p r (cl 
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me hear from your Ladyſbip, and your dear child; pray for a 9 
priſoncr of Chriſt, who is mindful of your Ladyſbip. Remember 
wy obliged Obedience to my good Lady Marr. Grace, grace 


be with you. I write and Pray Bleſſings to your ſweet child. 
„ 
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e letter, ir refreſhed me in my heayineſs: the bleſſing 


ane 


| Aberd. Nov. 22. urs in all dutiful Obedience in 
18636. his only Lord Jeſus, S. By 
— —Uäê—éͥ — — 


To the right bonourable and Chriſtian Lady, my Lady 
a1, VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE, 


Race, 'mercy and peace be to you. I received your Tady- 


—_—_— a —_— 


and-prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt come upon you. Since my 

coming hither, Galloway ſent me not a line, except what my bro- 

ther, Earlſtoun, and his fon did write; 1 warner 4 my oy ot | 
one, Who 50 1 


* 
„ 


— EEE EET 


©. Mer. Ratherfoors Epifl. 6, | 
the gate of it, Chriſt ( if he had never done more for me ſince L | 
Was born) hath engaged my heart, and gaired my bleſſing, in 
this houſe of my pilgrimage. It pleaſeth my Welbeloyed:to dine | 
with à poor priſoner, and the King's {pikenard caſteth a fragrant | 
ſmell: nothing grieveth me, but that I eat my feaſts my alone, 
and that i cannot ediſie his ſaints: O that this Nation knew 
what is betwixt him and me; nane would skar at the croſs of 
Chriſt ! my ſilence eats me up; but he hath told me, he thank 
eth me no lels, than if L were. preaching daily; he ſres how 
gladly I would be at it; and therefore my wages are going to 
the fore up in heaven, as if L were till preaching] Chriſt. Cap: 
tains pay duly bedfaſt ſoldiers, howbert they dow, not march, 
nor carry armour; Theugh Iſrael be nat gathered, yet ſhall I be 
glorious inthe eyes of my Lord, and my Lord ſpall he my ſtrength: 
Hale 5. my garland, The baniſhed Miniſter, (the term of A 
berdeen) aſhameth we not: I have ſeen the white ſide ofChriſt's 
crols; how loyely hath he been to his oppreſſed ſervant ?- Pſal: 
cxlvi, 7, 8, 9. The Lord executeth judgment for the oppreſjed, he 
giveth food to the hungry i the Lord looj*th the priſoner; the Lord 
raiſeth them that are bowed dewn ; the Lord preſetveth the 
ftranger. if it were come tp exchanging of groſſes,' I would not 
exchange my cyols with any : Lam well-pleaſed with Chriſt,and 
he with me; Lhope none ſhall hear us. It is true tor all this, | 
get my meat with many ſtrokes, and am ſeyen times a day 
vp and down, and am often anxious, and caſt dawn for the 
caſe of my oppreffed brother; yet I hope the: Lard will be 
ſurety for his lervant, But now, upon ſome weak, very weak, 
experience, I am come to loye a rumbling and raging devil 
belt, ſecing we muſt have a devil to hold the ſaints. waking, 
T with a cumberſom devil, rather than a ſecure and fleepi | 
bone. At my firſt coming hither, I took the dorts at , 
Abd took up a een againſt him; I ſzid, He had caſt me. 
oyer the dike of the vingyard, like a dry tree; but it was his 
merey, 1 ſec, that the fire did not burn the dry tree: and 
now, as if my Tard Jeſus had done that fault, ard nat 1 (uh 
helied my Tord) he hath made the firſt mends, and he ſpake 
not one word againſt me; but he hath come again, and quick- 
ned my ſoul with his preſence: nay, now I think the very an- 
nuity, and catualries of the rroſs of Chrif Feſus my Lord, 7 
thele comforts that accompany it, better than the world's ſe! 
rent. O how many rich CR are inmy King's bouſe' lam 
e and dare pawn my ſalvation on it, that it is Chrift's 
14th neu ſuffer for; I know his comforts are no dreams j he | 
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are nurtured. Heb. xii. 3. I long tu hear of the child, I write 


would not put his ſee! on blank paper, nor deceive his afflicted 
ones, that truſt in him. Your. Tadyſbip wrote to me, that ye 
arc yet an ill ſebolar: Madamyye muſt go in at beaven's gates, 
and your book im your hand, ſtill learning: you have had your 
own large ſhare of troubles, and a double portion; but it laith 
your Father counteth you not 2 baſtard ; tuil-begotten hairus 


the bleſſmngs of Chriſt s priſoner and the mercies of God to bim: 
let him be Chriſt's and yours betwixt you, but let Chriſt be whole 
play-maker, let him be the lender, and ye the borrower, not an 
owner. Madam, it is not long ſince Idid write to your Ladyſhi 
that Chrift is keeping mercy for you; and | bide by it ſtill, — 
now I write it under my hand: love him dearly,” win in to ſes 
him; there is in him, that which you never {aw; be is ay 
Pigh, he is a Tree of Life, green and bloſſoming, both ſummer 
and winter: There is a nick in Chriſtianity, to the which 
Wholoeyer cometh, they tee and feel more than others can do: 
1 invite you of new to come to him; Come and ſee, will ſpeak 
better things of him, than I can do: Come nearer will ſay 
much: God thought neyer this world a portion worthy of you's 
He would not even you to à gitt of dirt and clay: Nay, he will 
not give you Eſuu s portion ; but reſeryes the inheritance of Ja- 
cob tor you: Are ye not weil married now have you not @ 
ood Hu5band now ? my heart cannot expreſs what {ad nights 
i have for the virgin daughter of my people ; Wo is me, for 
pur timę is caming, Eteł. vii. 10. Behold the day, behold if is 
come, the morning hath gene forth, the rod hath: bloſſamed, 
pride hath budded, violence i riſen up in a rod of wickedneſs, 
the ſun is gone down upon cur prophets, A dry wind upon 
Scotland, but neither to an nor cleanſe : But out of all que- 
{tion,when the Lord hath cut down his forreſt, the aſter · grouth 
of Zebanon ſhall Aouriſh, they ſball plant vines in our noun 
tains, and à cloud ſhall yet fill the temple. Now the bleſſing of 
pur deareſt Lord Jeſus, and the bleſſing of him that is ſeparate 
from his brethren, come upon you- 9 | 
Aberdeen. Tours, at Aberdeen the priſoner 
i N of Chriſt, | S. R. 
— — —— à—v—— —— — q 
To the honourable and truly noble Lady 
The VISCOUUNTESS Of KENMURE. 
Madam, | 


Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. I long 
to hear from you. Iam here waiting if a e 
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loaked-for, ſhall at length blow in Chriſt' t ſailt, in this lands | 
But I wonder if Jeſus be not content to ſuffer more yet in his 
renner und, cauſe, and beauty of his houſe; rather than he 
ſhould not be avenged upon this land. 4 hear many worthy | 
men (who ſee more in the Lord's deuling, than I can take up | 
with my dim- ſig ht) are of a contrary mind, and do hekevethe 
Tord is coming hams again to his hoate in &i, I hope he | 
is on his jourſqey that way; yet 7 look not, but that he ſhall - 
feed this land with their own blood, before he eſtabliſh his 
throne amongſt us. I know your Honour is not looking after 
| things hereaway; ye have no great cauſe to think, that your 
ftock and principal is under the roof of theſe viſible heavens; 
and I hope ye would think your felf a beguiled and couſened - 
foul,” if dt were ſo. I would be ſorry to counſel your Ladyſhip 
to make 2 covenant with tirne, and this life; but rather defire | 
ou to hold in fair generals, and far off from this ill- ounded 
ven, that is on this fide af the water. it ſpeaketh fomewtr at, 
- When our Lord bloweth tine bloom off our daft hopes in this 
lte, and loppeth the branches of our worldly joys well nigh the 
root, on purpoſe that they ſhould not thrive. Lord ſpill my 
foal's heaven in this life, that I may be ſaved fr ever. A for- 
feiture of the ſaints part af the yolk and marrow of ſhoct-laugh- | 
ing happineſs worldly, is not ſuch 2 real evil, as our blinded 
eyes do conceive. I am thinking long now for ſome deliverance, 
more than before; but IL know I am in an error: it is poſſible | 
Tam not come to chat meaſure of trial, that the Lord is leeking 
in his work: if my friends in Galloway would effectually do 
for my deliverance, I would 2x:cedingly rejoice; but 1 know 
{ + Dot, but the Lord hath a way, whereof he will be the only 
reaper of praiſes. Let me know with the bearer, how the 
"4 child is. The Lord be his Father and Tutor, and your only 
Comtorter. There is nothing here where I am, but profarity 
and atheiſm. Grace, grace be with your Ladiſhip. of 
105 . ON Aberd. Feb. 13. | War Ladiſbip's, at all obliged 
"5-8 1637. bbedience in Chrift, S. R. 
— ä — — — CN OICEON 


To the Noble and Chrijtian Lady, Fi | 
' 


A 


wie VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE.”” 
' Madam, | 15 #1 $4 2 4 . ; | 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I would not omit the 
*, occaſion to write to your Ladiſhip with the bearer. [ah | | 
the child is wal; God's faycur, cycn in ef ge. | | 


f 


ft 
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he ſeen upon him. I hope your Ladyſhip is thinking ys theis 
| Jad and wotul days, wherein we now live; when our Lord, in 
his rightzous judgment, is ſending the Kirk the gate ſhe 35 gg- 
ing, to R:me's brothel-houſe, to ſcek a lover of her own, tee» 
unt the hath given up with Chrilt her r usband. U what ſweet 
comfort, what rich (alvation is laid up tor thoie, who had rather 
| | ; | Fat 
| waſh and roll their garments in thciriown blood, than break out: 
from Chritt by apottaſfie | Keep your elf in the love of Chriſt, 
and ſtand far a-back from the pollutions of the world : Side not 
with theſe times, and hold from coming nigh the ſigns of a 
gonſpiracy With thoſe that are now come out ' againſt Chriſt ; 
that ye may be One kept for Chriſt only. I Know your Ladi- 
ſhip thinketh upon this, and how you may be humbled tor your 
ſelt and this backſliding land; for 1 avoych, that wrath irom 
the Lord is gone out againſt Sc:tiand. I think a; the longer 
the better of my royal and worthy Maſter : He is become a 
new. Welbeloved to me now, in renewed conſolations, by the 
preſence of the »pirit of grace and glory. Chriſt's garments 
4nell of the pewder of the merchant, when he cometh dut of 
i Ivory chambers: O his perfumed face, his fair ace, his 
lovely and kind'y kiſſes; have made me a poor priſoner. je 
| . is more to be had of Chriſt in this life, than I believe 
e think all is but a little earneſt, a four hours, a ſmall taſting, 
we have, or is to be had in this life (which is true, compared 
| with the ineritance) but yet | know, it is more, iq is the kinge 
' dom of God within us. Wo, wo is me, that I have not ten 
loves tor that one Lord ſeſus; and that love faileth, and dri- 
! 5 ap in lovirg kim ; and that | find no way to ſpend, my 
love deſires, and the yo!k of my heart upon that faireſt and 


# = 
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| 
| 
deareſt one: J am {ar behind with my narrow heart. O how 
ebb a foul have I to take in Chriſt's love! for, let worlds be 
multiplied according to angels underſtanding, in millions, 
While they weary themſelves; theſe worlds would not contain 
| the thouſandth part of his love. O.if I could yoke in amongſt 
| the thick of angels, and ſeraphims and now-glorifhed faints, 
and could raiſe a ne love ſong ot Chriſt, beforc-all the world! 
I am pained wit! wondring at new opened treaſures in Chriſt : * 
if every Anger, member, bone, and joint. were a torch bur. 
ning in the horteſt fire in hell, I would they could all fend out 
| _ Joye-praifes, high ſongs of praiſe tor evermore, to that Plant 
| | of renown, to that roxal and high Prince, Jeſus my Lord: hut 
alas his love ſw-leth in me, and findeth no vent; alas! what 
gan a dumb prilaner do or lay for him? O for an engines 


write 


- 
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Write a book of Chriſt and his love! nay, I am left of him 
bound, and chained with his love; I cannot find a looſed foul 

ts lit up his praiſes, and give them out to%others. But oh 


my day-light hath thick clouds; I cannot ſhine in his praiſes. 


I am often like a ſhip plying about to ſeek the wind; I fail at 


great leiſure, and cannot be blown upon that lovelieſt Lord: 
$ 


h if I could turn my fails to Chriſt's right airth; and that 


I had my heart's wiſhes of his love! But, I but marr his prai- 


ſes; nay, I know no compariſon of what Chriſt js, and what 

his worth is: all the angels, and all the glorifed, praife him 
not fo much as in halves; who can advance him, or utter all 
his praiſes ? 1 want nothing; unknown faces favour me; ene- 


mies mult {pcak good. of the truth; my Maſter's cauſe purcha- 


ſeth commendation. The hopes of my enlargement, from ap- 
Pearaneces, are cold: my faith hath no bed to ſleep upon, but 
omnipotency. The good will of the Lord, and his ſweeteſt 
Preſence be with you and that child. Grace, and peace be 
"Yours. » * a 
Aberdeen, 1637. Pur Ladiſhip's in all duty, in hic 

| | . ſweet Lerd Je ſus, S. R. 


e the right honourable and Chriſtian Ledy, 
The ViSCOUNTESS f KENMURE. 


Fo Mala, | 


1 þ 
1 


_ — ————— 


Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladiſhip. I would not - 


omit to write a line with this Chriſtian bearer, one in 


your Ladiſhip's on caſe, driven near to Chriſt, in and by her © 


-affliftion. I wiſh that my friends in Galloway forget me not 
hovrever it be, Chriſt is fo good, that I will have no other 
tutor, ſuppoſe I could have wail and choice of ten thouſand 
behde. I 
tle. I with Chriit, now weeping, ſuffering, and contemned 
of men, were mare dear and defirable to many fouls, than he 
is: Lam ſure, if the ſaints wanted Chriſt's croſs, fo profitable 
and fo ſweet, they might, for the gain and glory of it, wiſh it 
were lawful, either to buy or borrow his croſs; but it is a 
mercy that the ſaints have it laid to their hand for nothing: for 
I know no {weeter way to heaven, than through free grace, and 
hard trials together; and one of theſe cannot well want ano- 
ther. O that time would poſt faſter, and haſten our long look- 
ed for communion with that faireſt, faireſt among the : 


Cluiſt 


think now five hundred heavy hearts for him too lit- 


3 ONS of 
men! O that the day would fayour us, and come, and put 


. 


* 
— 


| 
| 


your heart dwell aloof from that {weet child.  Chril 


. Chriſt ſingled and wailed out from alTereated good things; or 


& 
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Chriſt and us in others arms? [ am {ure a few years will do our 
turn, and the ſoldier's bour-glais will {oor run out. Madam, 
look to your lamp, and look for your Lord's _— and let 
s jealou- 
he will not admit two equal loves in your Ladiſhip's heart: he 
muſt have one, and that the greatelt ; a little one to a creature 
may, and muſt ſuffice a ſoul married to him: Der Maker js 
your Hugband, Iſa. Viv. Lwou!'d with you well, and my obliga- 
tions theſe many years bygone {peak no leſs to nie; but more 
I can neither wiſh,nor Prayonor tefire for to your Ladiſhip, than 
Chriſt, howbeit wet in his own blood, and wearing a crown 
of thorns. I aw ture, the ſaints, at their helt, are but ſtran- 
ers to the weight and worth of the incomparable ſweetneſs of 
hriſt. He is !o new, fo freſh in excellency, every day of new, 
to thoſe that earch more and more in him, as if heaven could 
furniſh us as many new Chriſts (if I may {peak ſo) as there are 
days betwixt him and us, and yet he is one and the fams. Oh 
we love an unknown lover, wher we love Chriſt | Let me hear 
how the child is every way; the prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt 
be upon him. Grace for evermore, even while Blory perfect 

it, be with your Ladiſhip. | 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
a Jeſus, S. R. 

| To the noble aud Chriſtian Lady, 5 
' The VIS COUNT ESS of KENMURE. 


MADAM, * 

Otwithſtanding the great haſte of the hearer, Iwauld 
N bleſs your La: in paper, defiring, that ſince Chriſt hath 
ever 9a 6 that the world ſhould have our love by him, that 4 
ye give your ſelf out for Chriſt, and that ye may be for no o- 
ther. I know none worthy of you but Chriſt. Madam, Iam 
either ſuffering for Chriſt, and this is either the ſure and good 
way, or I have done with heaven, and will never ſee God's 
Face: (which, I bleſs him, cannot be) I write my bleſſing ta 


8 


m 1 


that ſweet child, that ye have borrowed from God, he is no 


heritage to you, but 2 loan; love him as folks do borrowed . 
things: my heart is heavy for you. They ſay the Kirk of 

Chriſt hath neither ſon, nor heir; and therefore her enemies 
ſhall poſſeſs her: but I know ſhe fs not that ill-friended, her 
Husband is her heir, and ſhe his heritage. If my Lord 1 
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he pleaf d, I would defire ſome were dealt with, for my re- 
turn to Anwoth; but if that never be, I thank God, Anwetb 
is not heaven, preaching is not Chriſt, I hope to wait on. 
Let me hear how the child is, and your TLadyſbip's mind and 
hopes of him; for it would eaſe my heart to know that he is 
well. I am in good terms with (Hit, but oh my guiltineſs ! 
vet he brirgeth not pleas hetwixt him and me to the {freets, and 
bees che lun. Grace, grace, for evermore be with your 
Lady ſbip. ä 
Ned 1537. Tur Ladyſhip's at all obedience in 
Chriſt, S. R. 


y To the right honrurdable and Chriſtian Lady, ＋ Lady | 
VICOUNTESS of KENMURE., 


Madam, | 

Race, mercy and peace to you: I ami refreſhed with yout 

Letters: the right hand of him, to whom belong the iſſues 
from death, hath been gracious to that ſweet child 5; I dow 
not, I do not forget him, and your Ledyſhip in my prayers. 
Madim, for, vour own cale, I love careful, and withal doing 
complaints of want of practice; becauſe I obſerve many, who 
think it holineſs enough to complain and ſet themſelves at 
nothing, as if to ſay 1 im ſick, would cure them; they think 
complaints a good charm for guiltinels. I hope ye are wreſt- 
ling and ſtruggling on, in this dead age, wherein folks have loſt 
rongue and legs and arms ſor Chriit. 1 upon you, Ma- 
ww . dam. a nearer commurion with Chriit, and a growing com- 
munion: There are curtains to be drawn by, in Chriſt, that 
| we never ſaw, and new foldings of love in him: I deſpair that 
ever I thal! win to the far end of that love, there are ſo many 
plies in it. Therefore dig deep, and ſweet, and labour, and 
take pains for him; and fer by ſo much time in the day for 
him, as you can: he wilt be win with labour, I, his exiled 
priſoner, fought him, and he hath rued upon me, and hath 
made a moan for nie, as he doth for his own, Jer. XXII. 20. 
Iſa. x\v. 11» and I know not what to do with Chrilt, his love 
BS + ſurroundeth and ſurchargeth me. I am burdened with it, 
but O how ſweet and lovely is that burden! I dow not keep 
itt within me: I am ſo in love with his love, that if his 107 
Vere not in heaven, I would be unwilling to go there. O 
What weightng and what telling is in Chriſt's love! 1 fear 
ww  tothing now ſo much, as the laughing of Chriſt's croſs, = 


My 


: 


” 0 . 
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* 


the love - now ers that accompany it * I wonder what he mean - 
eth to put ſuch a flaye at the beard-head, at his ] H elbow. 
O that I ſhould lay my black mouth to ſuch a fair, fair, fair 
face as Chriſt but 1 dare not retuſe to be loved; the cauſe 
is not in me why he hath looked upon me, and loved me, 
for he got neither budd nor hire of me, it coſt me nothing, 
it is good cheap love. O the many pound-weights of his 
love, under which 1 am ſecetſy preiled | Now, Madam, I 
perſwade you, the greateſt part but play with Chriſtianity, 
they put it by-hand eaſily. I thought it had been an eaſie thing 
to be a Chriſtian, and that to ſeek God, had been at the next 
door; but oh the windings, the turnings, the ups, and the 
downs that he hath led me through; and | ſee yet much way 


to the foord : he ipeaketh with my reins in the night ſeaſon; 


and in the morning, when I awake, I find his love-acrows, 
chat he ſhot at me, ſticking in my teart: who will belp me 
to praiſe ? who will come lift with me, and ſet on high his 
great love? and yer I find, that a fre-flaught of challenges 
will come in at mid-ſummer, and queſtion me; but it is on- 
ly to keep a ſinner in order. As for Friends, I ſhail not think 
the world to be the world, if that well go not dry. I truſt 
in God, to uſe the world, as a canny or cunning maſter doth 
4 kraye-ſervant, (at leaſt God give me grace to do ſo) he giv- 
eth him no handling or credit, only he intruſteth him with com- 
mon errands, wherein he cannot play the knave. I pray God, J 
may not give this world eredit of my joys, and comforts, and 


confidence: that were to put Chriſt out of his office.: vay, 1 


counſel you, Madam, from a little experience, let Chriſt keep 
the great ſeal, and intruſt him ſo, as to hing your velle!s great 


and ſmall, and pin your burdens upon the nail faſtened in Das 


vid's-houte; Iſiab xxii. 23. Let me not be well, ite ver they get 
the tutoring of my comtorts: away, away with irreſpontal 
Tators, that would play me a flip, and then Chriſt would 
laugh at me, and ſay, Well-wared, try again ere ye cruſt. Now 


wo is me for my whoriſh mother the Kirk of Scotland; Oh 1 | 


who will b-wail her | Now the preſence of the great Angel 
of the eovenant be with you ind that fiyeet child. 5 


Aberd. March ). Ware in bis ſweet Lord 


1637 Jesus 8. K | 
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| To the ght honourable and Chriſtian Lady, my Lady 
aeg Wola 3 gn Þ _ 
Pon the offered opportunity of this worthy bearer, I 
FI could not-amit to anſwer the heads of your letter. I. I. 
tliink not much to {ct down in paper ſome good things anent 
Chriſt, that ſealed and holy thing; and to feed my ſou! with 
= raw wiſhes to be one with Chriſt; tor a wiſh is but broken 
= ard half-loye; but verily to obey this, Come and ſee, is a har - 
der matter zur oh I have rather !moke than fire, and gueſſings 
rather than real aſſurances of him: i have little or nothing 
t ſay, but that 1 am as one who hath found favour in his eyes; 
but there is ſome pining and miſmannered hunger, that mak- 
cth me miſcall and nickname Chriſt, as a changed Lord: but 
| alas it ie ill flitten. l cannot believe without a pledge, I can- 
=”, not take God's word without a caution,as if Chriſt had loſt and 
. fold his credit, and were not in my books reſponſal and law- 
. hiding: but this is my way; for his way is, Epbeſ. i. 13. 
5 aſter that ye believed, ye were ſealed with the holy Spirit of 
promiſe. 2. Ye write that I am filled with knowledge, and 
ſtand not in need of theſe warnings : but certainly my light 
da dim, when ic cometh zo handy-grips : and how many have 
N. full coffers, and yet empty bellies * Light, and the ſaving uſe 
o light, are far different. O what need have I to have the 
aſhes blown away from my dying-out-fre ! 1 may be à book - 
man, and be an Idiot and ſtark fool in Chrilt's way: learn- 
ing will not beguile Chriſt: the Bible beguiled the Phariſees, 
and ſo may I be miſled: Therefore as night watches hold one 
another waking, by ſpeaking to one another, ſo have we need 
to hold one another on ot: ſleep ſtealeth away the light of 
watching, even the light that reproveth Neeping. I doubt not 
but more ſhould fetch heaven, if they believed not heaven to 
be at the next door: the world's negative holineſs, no adulter- 
er, no murderer, no thiet, na couſener, maketh men believe 
the) are already glorified laints : but the 5th Chap. to the 
eb. may affright us all, when we. hear that men may take, 
of the gifts, and common praces of the holy Spirit, and a 
.. taſte of the powers of the life to come, to hell with, them : 
here is reprohate ſilver, which yet ſeemeth to have the King's 
Image and ſuperſeription upon it. 3. I find you compla in- 
ing of your ſelf, and it becometh a ſinner ſo to do, Iam not 
C , againſt you in that; ſenſe of death is a {ib friend, and of _ 
Yate Ws, p » | | al | | 
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and blood to lifes the more ſenſe, the more life: the more 
ſenſe of ſin, the leſs fin. Iwould love my pain, and forenets, 
and my wounds, lowbeit cheſe ſhould hertaye me cf my 
nights ſleep, better than my wounds without pain. O how 
ſweet a thing is it, to give Chriſt his handtul of broken arms, 
and legs, and disjoirted bones! 4. Be not afraid for little 
grace, Chriſt ſoweth his living ſeed, and he will not lofe his 
ieed : if he have the guiding of my ſtock and ſtate, it ſhall not 
miſcarry. Our ſpilt works, loſſes, dead neſs, coldneſs, virerch- 
edneis, are the ground which the good husband man labour- 
eth. 5. Ye write that his compaſhons Kt not, notwithſtanding 
that your ſervice to Chriſt miſearrieth To the which 7 anſwer, 
God forbid that there were buying and felling, and blocking 
for as good again, betwizt Chriſt and us; for then free grave 
might go play it, avd = Saviour fing dumb, and Chriſt go 
181 ſleep: but we go to heaven with light ſhoulders, and all 
the bairn-tims; and the veſſels great and ſmall that we 
have, are faſtned upon the ſure nail, 46. * gi. 24. the only 
danger is, that we give grace more ado than God giveth it, 
98 is, by rurriog bis grace into wantonneſs. 6. Ye write, 
7ery lee your guiltineſs, and ye cannot be fret with many, as 
with me: 7 anſwer, Blefled be God, Chriſt and we are not 
heard before mens courts: / is at home betwixt him and us, 
that pleas are taken away. Grace be with you. 5 
e Towrs in bis ſweet Lord. 

| Jeſus, S. R. | 


To the right honourable and Chriſtian Lady, 


my Lad) RENMURE. 


Madam, | 2 4) 

Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladhſbip: God he thank- 

ed, ye are yet in puſſoſſion of Chriſt and that ſwert child. 
1 pray God, the former may be ſure b2ritage, and the latter a 
Jaan for your com fort, while ye do good to his poor afflicted; 
withered mount Sion: lia knoweth but our Lord bath 
'comports laid up in ſtore for ber and you? 7 am perſwaded Chriſt 
bath bought you by, the devil, and hell, and u, that they 
have-no claim to you; and that is a rich and unvaluable meren. 
Long ſince, ye were half challenging death's cold kindneſs, in 
being fo Now apd fwicr to come and looſes a tired prifonet : 
but ye ſtand in need of all the eroſſes, loſſes, changes, and tad 
hearts that bolell you ſince that 8 Chriſt knoweth tiie bod 
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Mr. Rather foords Epiſt. 13. 
of fir. unſubdued will take then i all and more: we know that 
aul had need of the Devil's ſervice, to buffet him, and far 
more we. But, my dear and honourable Lady, ſpend your ſand- 
glaſs well: Jam ſure ye have law to raiſe a ſuſpenſion againſt 
all, that devils, men, friends, world, loſſes, hell, or fins can 
decree againſt you: it is good your croſſes will but convey 
you to beaven's gates: In can they not go, the gates ſhall he 
cloſed on them, when ye ſhall he admirted to the throne. 
Time ſtandeth not ſtill, eternity is hard at our door, O what 
is jaid up for you! Therefore harder your face againſt the 
w ind; and the Lamb your Husband is making ready for you, 


the Bridegroom would fain have that day, as gladly as you; 


Honour would with to have it; he hath not forgotten you. / 
have heard a rumour of the P's. purpoſe to baniſh me; but 
Jet it cotne, i God ſo will; the other ſide of the ſea is my Fa- 
the:”'s ground, as well as this tide: Io] bowing to God, but no | 
{eryile bowing to.crofics 3 I have been but too Taft in that: 


am comforted that 7 am perſwaded fully, that Chriſt is Halſer 


with me in this well-born and honeſt croſs : and if he claim 
11 ght to the beſt half of my troubles, (as 7 know he doth to the 
Whole) 7 ſhall remit it over to Chriſt, what I ſhall do in this 
cale: 1 know certain; y Lord ſeſus will not marr nor ſpil! 
my lutferings, be hath ute ſor them in his houſe. O What it 
woxketh on me, to.remember that a ſtranger, who cometh not 
in by the door, mall build hay and ſtubble upon the golden 
foundation I laid amongſt that people in Anweth! Bur I know 
providence looketh not atquint, but Icoketh ſtraight out, and 
thorow all mens darkneſs : O that I could wait upon the Lord 


I had but one eye, one joy, one delight, even to preack | 


Chriſt; and my mother's ſens were angry at me, and have put q 
cut the poor man's one ee, and what have I behind? Lam 


ate this four world hath loſt my heart deſervedly, but oh | 


that there were a days-man to lay his hand upon us both, and 
determine upon my part of it. Alas that innocent and lovely 
truth ſhould be fold! My tears are little worth, but yet for 
this thing 1 weep, I weep, alas that my fair and lovely Lord 
Jelus ſhould be miskent in his own hauſe! It reckoneth little 
of five hundzed the like of me: Yet the water gocth not over 
fith's breach, yet our King liveth : ' 1 write the pritoncr's il 
bleſſings, the good-will, and long-laſting kindneſs, with the il 
comforts cf the very God of peact he to your Ladyſhip, and 
to your ſweet child: Grace, grace he with you. | 4 
Aberd. Sept. 7. Tour hogour's at all obedience, in buf 
1637. ſweet Lord Jeſu. S. R. 
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Ta the much honoured, TON „ 3ORDON #f Cardanefe 
9 5 1 ele er. An 
I Uch bonoared and deareſt in my Lord, Grace, mercy ard 
peace be to you, My ſoul longeth excredingly to hear 
matters fo batwine you amd Chriſt ; and whether or nut 
there be atiy Work of Chriſt in that pariſh, that will hide the 
trial of fire end water: let me he weighed of my Lord in a just 
balance, if your ſouls Ide hot welghty upon me: you go to bed 
and you rite with me: thoughts of your foul (my deareſt in 
our Lord) depart not from me in my fleep; ye have a great 
part of 'miy tears, ſighs, fuppheations, and prayers : Or] 
could buy vour ſouls jalyation-with any ſutfering whatioeyer, 
and that re and I might meet with joy up in the rainbow, 
when we ſhell Rand before our Judge ! O my Lord forbid, 1 
have ny hard thing to depone agninit you in that day”! O that 
he who guickneth the dead would give lif to my ſdwing a- 
mong you! What joy is there (next to Chriſt) that ſtandeth 
on this ſide of death, would comfort me more, than that the 
fouls of that poor peopie were in ſafety, and beyond all ba- 
zard of loſingꝰ Sir, thew the people this; tor when i write to 
you, I' think, i write to you all old and young: tulfil my joy 
and ſeek the Lord: ſure I am, once I diſcovered my levely 
royal, princely Lord ſeſus to you all: wo, wo, wo ſhall 
he your part of it jor evermore, if the goſpel be not the ſavour 
of life unto life to you: as many ſermons as 1 prexched, as 
many ſentences às [ uttered, as many points of dittay ſhall 
they be, when the Lord fhall plead with the world, for the 
evil of their doings. Believe me, I find heaven a city hard to 
be won: The 'righteous will ſcartely be ſaved: O what vio- 
lence of thronging will heaven take! Alas, 1 ſce many de- 
2eiving themſelves; for we will all to heaven, naw every tout 
dog with his foul feet will in at the neareſt, to the new and 
vely Nolean Feruſuſem: all ſay they have faith, and the greateſt part 
for in the world know not and will not confider, that « (lip inthe 
ord Menatter of their ſalvation, is the moſt pitiful” Nip that can be; 
ittle Hand that no loſs is comparable to this loſs. O then fee that 
over here be not a loofe pin in the work of yqur ſalvation! for ye 
vill not believe how gquick!y the Judge will come? and for 
aur ſelf, 7 know that death is waiting and hovering, and 
ſt ingring at God's command, that ye may be prepared, Then 
e bad need to ſtir your time, and to take eternity, and death, 
eee ee ee ore Wrong Tor, in gb- 
1 | 2 ang 
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Ing out of this life, in one property, is like the fin againſt the 
holy Ghoſt, and can never be forgiven, becauſe ye cannot 
come back again thorow the laſt water, to mourn tor It. 1 
know your cunts are many, and will take telling, and. laying, 
and reckonirg betiwixt you and your Lord; it your counts, 
and order them; Jofe rot the laſt play, whatever ye do, for 
in that-play with death, you precious foul is the prize: for 
the Lord's take ſpill not the play, and loſe not ſuch a treaſure, 
Ye know, out of love { had to your. ſou), and out of deſire 7 
had to make an honeſt. count for you, I teſtified my diſpleaſure 
and diſliking of your ways very. often, both in private and pu- 
blick: am not now a witrels of your doings, but your Tudge 
is always your Witneſs. + beſtech you by the mercies of God, 
by the laivation oſ your foul, by your comſorts when your eye- 
ſtrings hall break, and the, face waz pale, and the ſoul ſhall 
tremble to be out ↄf the lodging of clay, and by your compea- 
rance before your lawful Judge, after the fight of this letter 
tak? a new. courſe with your ways; and now in the end of your 
day, make ſure of heaven: examine your ſelt, if ye be in good 
earneſt in Chriſt; for ſome, Heb. vi. 4. are partabers of the 
Hely Ghoſt, and tafte of the goed word of God, and of the powers 
of the life to come ; and yet have no part in Chriſt at all. Many 
think they belir ve, but never tremble : the devils are further 
on than theſe, Jam. ii. 10. Make ſure to your leii that ye are 
above ordinary profeſſors; the ſixth parc of your ſpan-length 
and 1 of your days, is ſcarcely before you : Halte, 
baſte; for the tide will not bide. Put Chriſt upon all your ac- 
counts, and your ſecrets : Better it is that ye give him your 
counts in this liſe, out of your own hard, than that, after this 
life, he take them from you. I never knew fo. well what fin 
was, as ſince I came to Aberdeen, howbeit I was preaching of it 
to you. To feel the ſmoke of hell's fire, in the throat, for 
halt an hour; to ſtand beſide a river of fire- and brimſtone. 
broader than the earth; and to think to be bound hand and 
foot, and caſten in the audit of it quick, and then to have 
God locking the priſon door, never to be opened for all eterni 
ty; O how will it ſhake a conſcience, that hath any life in it 
I find the fruits of my pains, to have Chriſt and that people 
once fairly met, now meet my ſoul in my {ad hours; and I re 
joicethat 4 gave fair warning ct all the corruptions, nov entripę 
ir Chriſt's houſe : and now many a tweet, ſweet, toft kiſs, ma 
ny. perfumed, well-ſmelled kifles, and embracements, have i 


received of my royal Maiter. He and I have bad much love 
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together · I have for the preſent a ſick, dwining life, w 
much pain, and much love - ſiekneſs, for Chriſt. O what 1 


would give to have a bed made #9 my wearied fou!, in his bo- 


ſom! I would friſt heaven for many years, to have my fill of 
Jeſus in this life, and to have occaſion to offer Chrift- to wv 
people, and to woo many people to Chriſt. I cannot tell you 
what ſweet pain and delightſor: torments are in Chriſt's love: 
I often clullenge time, that holdeth us lundry. I profeis to 
you, I have no reſt, I have no eale, while be over head and 
cars in love's ocean. If Chriſt's love, (that fountain of de- 
light ) were laid as open to me as J would with, O how 
would I drink, and driak abundantly | O how drunken would 
this my foul be! 7 half call his ablence cruel; and the mask 


and vail on Chriſt's face a cruel covering, that hideth ſuch & 
fair, fair face, from a ſick ſoul. J dare not challenge himſelf, 


but flis abſence is a mountain of iron upon my heavy hearts 
O when will we meet O how long is it to the dawning of 
the marriage- day? O ſweet Lord Jelus,' take wide ſteps: Ot 
my Lord, con: over mountains at one ſtride ! O my Beloved, 
flee like a roe, or young hart, upon the mountains of ſtparati- 
en O if he would fold the heavens together like an 14 coke 
and ſnovel time and days out of the way, and make ready in 
baſte the lamb's wife for her Husband'! Since he looked upon 
me, my heart is not mine cn, he hath run, away to heaven 
with it: I know it was not for 8 that / {pake ſo meikle 


£000 of Chriſt to you in publick. O if che heaven and tho 


aven of heavens were paper, and the #4 ink, and the mul- 
titude of mountains pens of braſs, and 7 were able to write that 
paper, within and without, ſull of the praiſes of my faireſt, m 
deareſt, my lovelieſt, my ſweeteſt, my matehleſs, and my mo 
marrowleis and marvellous Welbeloved ! Wo is me, I cannot 
ſet him out to men and angels. O there are few rongues to 
ſing love · ſongs of his incomparable excelleney; hat can / poor 
pritoner do to exalt him? Or what courſe can / take to extol 
my lofty, and lovely Lord Jeſus? I am put to my wits end, 
how to get his Name made great. Bleed they who would 
help me in this: how fweet-are Criff's back-parts ? O whar 
then is in his face! Theſe that ſee his face, how dow they get 


their eye plucked off him again ? look up to him and love him; 


O loye and live. It were life to me, if ye would read this let- 
ter to that people, and if they did profit by it. O if I could 
cauſe them di 


on of their. jouls, to hang ou Chriſt's neck, and take _ 


pit . LETTERS. I 


e of love hr Jeſus! I charge them by the {alvati- 
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mon vou before 2 judge, and to leave your ſummors at 
Fou —＋ asf ſent as a witneſs on 
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Dodds word to come among, you, far the contempt of it. /tald 


_ windows; pray for awe, and praiſe. for nib. The hleffing of 


$ Mr, Ratherfo9r ds | Epiſt; t4 
Zi of his love, and fallow bim, as I taught them: Part by no 
mans with Chriſt ; bold jaft what ye have received: __y the 
truth onve delivered; if ye or that people quit it in an hair, 
or in an hoof, ye break your con{cionee in twain t and who then | 
can mend it, and eaft a knot on is? My deareſt in the Lord, 
ſtand faſt in Chriſt ; keep the faith: contend for Che it; wreltle 
toy him, and take mens tend for Gods fevour z there is no eo» 
parifon betwixt theſe. O that my Lord would fulfil my joy, 
and keep the young Bride to Chriff, chat is at Anwoth. And 
ow, whoever they be, that have returned to the old vomit 
fince my departure, I bind upon their back, in my Maſter's 
name afid authority, the long - lalting, weighty vengearict, and 
Ctirſe of God: in my Lord's name, I give them a doom of black, 
unmixod, pure wrath, winch my Maſter fall ratifze and make 
good, when we ftand together before ham, except they 
timouſly repem, and turn to the Lord, And / write to thee, 
poor mourning, and brokewhearted believer, be who thou 
, of the free falvation: Chriſt's tweeter balm ior thy wounds, 
O poor humble believer 3 Chriſts kiiſes for thy watery, cheeks 3 
Chriſt's blood of atonement for thy guilty foul ; Cbriffs heaven 
for thy poor ſoul, though once baniſhed out of paradiſe: and 
my Mafrer fall nrake good my word ere long. O that people 
were wie O ge pr" Oats wiſe ! O that le would 
2 out Ch-;ft, and never reſt while they find him! O how 
V my ſoul mouru in ſecret, if my nine years pained head, 
and ſore breaſt, and. pained back, and grieved heart, and pri- 
vate and publiek prayers to God, fall all be for > gon a- 
mong that people, Did my Lord Jelus fond me but to fum 


; | | y to gather your | 
dittays. - O my God forbid : Often did # telt-you of a fan of | 


vou often of wine wrath trom the Lord, to come upon Srot- 
iaad; nd yet I bide by my Maſter's word; it is quickly 
. deſolation for Scotland, hecante of the quarrel of a 
broken covenant. Mow, worthy Sir, my dear prople, my joy, 
and my crovyn in the Lord, let him be your fear; ſuel the Lor 4, 
nd by fave, fave your foulss Doves, flee to Gi 
mv God, te prayers and bleſing of a poor priſoner, and your 
erden, fur q, Ve lawfal and loving | 
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Bpiſt xs. LETTERS... 


To the Right Honorable and Chriſtian Lady,my Lady Boyd, 


Madam, | 

G=t Mercy and Peace bs to you, from God our Father, 
and from our Lord ſeſus Chriſt. I cannot but tnank your 
Ladyſbip, for your Letter that hath refrethed my Soul. I think 
my {elf many ways obliged to your Ledyſhip, for your love to 
my afflicted Brother, now embarked with me, in that ſame 
cauſe : His Lord hath been pleaſed to put him upon truth's ſide; 
I bope, your Lady/dip will befriend him with your counſel and 
countenance, in that country, where he is 2 Stranger: and your 
Lady/iip needeth not fear, but your kirdnels to his own thall be 
Put up in Chriſt's accounts. Now, Madam, for your Ladyſhip's 
rejoyce exceedingly, that the Father of lights hath made 

you lee, that there is a nick in Chriſtianity, which ye contend 
to beat; and that is to quit the right Eye, and the right 


Hand, and to keep the Son of God: I hope your deſire is to 


make hini your Garland, and your eye looketh up the mount, 
which, certainly is nothing but the new creature : Fear not, 
Chriſt will not caſt water upon your ſmoaking coal; and the 
Who elle. dare do it, if he {ay nay ? Be ſorry at corruption, an 


” 
— 


not ſecure; that companion lay with you in your Mother's 


womb, and was as early friends with you, as the breath of life: 
and Chriſt will not have it otherwiſe ; for he delighteth to take 


up fallen Bairns, and to mend broken Bros: Binding up of 


Hundt, is his Office: Iſa. Gf. Firſt, Tam glad Ch iH will get 
Employment of his R in you: many a Whole ſoul is in 
t 


heaven, which was ficker than ye are : He is content ye lay bro» 
ken Arms and Legs on his #4 that he may ſpelk them. 


2. Hiding of his Face is wile Love; his Love is not ford, do- 


* 


; Wy and reaſonleſs, to give your Head no other Pillow, while 
ye be in a 


t Heaven's Gates, but to lie hetwirt his Breaſts, and 
lean upon his Boſom: Nay. his Bairns muſt often have the 


. froſty cold Side of the Hill, and ſet down both their bare Feet 


among Thorns: His Love hath Eyes, and in the mean time is 
looking on. Our Pride muſt have Winter weather to rot it. 
Put I know Chrift and ye ſhall not be heard; Ye will. whiſper 


it over betwirt your ſelves, and agree again; for the Anchor- 
tow abideth faſt within the Vail; the End of it is in Chriſt's 


ten Fingers: who dare pull, if he hold ? I the Lord thy God will 


- hold thy right band, 1. * Fear 852 will help thee, Ia. 41+ 
Se 


13. Fear not, Jacob. a- fick Paſſenger ſhali come to Land. 


your Ladyſpip will keep he King's Wh-W27'5 BY ones 
C j BY 


Strength 


rift will he the firſt that will meet * on the Shore. I ＋ . 1 


| 


40 Mr. Rutherſoars Eßpiſt. 16. 
Strength of the Lord in haſte, as if ye lad not leiſure to ſpeak 
to the Inn-keepers by the way: He is over beyond time in the 
other fide of the Water, who thinketh long for you. For my 
unfaithful ſelt, Madam, I milk tay a Word. At 4 firſt oom 

ing hither, the devil made many a black Lie of my Lord Jeſus, 
and ſaid, The Court was changed, and he was angry, and 
would give an evil Servant his leave at mid-term j but he 
gaye mi Grace not to take my leave I reſolved to hide Sum- 
mons, and fit, howbeit it was ſuggeſted and ſaid, What ſhould 
be done with a mijthered Tree, but over th: Dike with it ? But 


now, now, (I dare not, 1 dow not keep it up) who is feaſted 


as his poor exiled priſoner? I think ſhame of the Board- head, 
and the firſt Meſs, and the Royal King's Dining hall, and that 
my black Hand ſhould come on ſuch a Ruler's Table: But I 
Cannot mend it, Chriſt muſt have his Will; only he paineth m 
Soul fo, ſometimes with his Love, that I have been nigh to paſs 
modeſtly, and to cry out: He hath left a {moaking burning 
Coal in my Heart, ard gore to the Door himſelf, and leſt me 
and it together; yet it is not Delertion : I know not what it 
is; but I was never ſo fick for him as now. I durſt not chal- 
Fenge my Lord, if 1 got no more for heaven, it is a dawtinp 
Cxoſs. / know he hath other Thing to do, than to play with me, 
aud trinle an Apple with me, and that this Feaſt will end. O 
for inſtruments in God's Name, that this is he! And chat 1 
may make ule of it, when it may he a near Friend within me 
will ſay, and when it will be ſaid by a challenging Devil, 
IWhere w my God Since {know it will not laſt, I defire but 
to keep broken Meat: But let no man after me, ſlander Chriſt 
for his croſs. The Great Lord of the Covenant, who brought 
from the Dead, the great Shepherd of his Sheep, by the Blood 
of the eternal Covenant, eſtabliſh you, and keep you and yours 
to his Appearance. | | | 
Aberd. March 7e Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637, | | Feſus, SR, 
Io Ar. ALEXANDER HENDERSON. 
A Reverend and Dear Brother, | | | 
eceived your Letters : They are as apples of gold to me, 
5 for with my tweet feaſts ( ba they are above the deſerying 
o lach a inner, high and out of meaſure) I have ſadneſs to 
. ballaſt me, and weight me a little. It is bur his boundleſs wit- 
or dom, who ha ye taken the tutoring of his witleſs child; and he 
Kuaweth, te he drunken with mforts is not ay for-oun 
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Epiſt. 17. L a 
ſtomachs. However it be, the dim, and noiſe and glaoms of 
Chriſbs croſs are weightięr than it ſelf. 7 proteſt to you, ( my 
witneſs is in heaven) I could. wiſh many pound weights added 
to my croſs, to kno that by my {ufterings, Chr iſt were ſet for- 
ward in his Kingly office in this land. Oh! vhat, is my skin 
to his glory; or my lotles, or my ſad heart, to the apple 
or the eye of our Lord, and his beloved Spouſe, his * 
truth, his royal privileges, the glory ot manifeſted juſtice 
in giving of bis a daſh, the teſtimony ot his faithful ſer- 
yants, who do gloritie him, when he rideth upon poor weak 
worms, and triumpheth in them: deſire you to pray, that 7 
may come out ot this furnace with honeſty; and that I ma 
leave Chriff's truth no worſe than / found it; and that this 
moſt honourable cauſe may neither be ſtained, nor weakned. 
As for your cate, 7 Reverend and deareft Brother, ye are the 
talking of the north and ſouth ; and looked to ic, as i! ye were 
all chryſtal glaſs 3 your motes and duſt ſhould ſoon be pro- 
claimed, and trumpets blown at your flips : But 7 know ye 
have laid help upon one that is mighty. Intruſt not your com- 


LET T ERS. 41 


forts to men's airy and frochy applaulc, neither lay your down- - 


caſtings on the tongues of {aig mockers and reproachers.of 


godlinels : As decervers, and yet true; at unknown, and yet 
till known. God hath called you to Chri/t's fide, and the 


wind is now in Chriſt's fac in this land; and ſeeing ye are 


with him, ye cannot expect the lee-lide, or the funny-fide of 
the brae : But I know, ye have rr ſolved to take Chriſt upon an 
terms whatſoever : I hope, ye do not rue, though your ea 
be hated, and that prejudices are taken up againſt it. The 
ſhields of the world think onr Maſter: . oo, wares, and 
that he maketh too great din, and that his cords and yokes 
make blains and deep 
kick, they ſay, Thi man ſhall not reign over u. Let us pray 
one for another: He who bath made you a choſen arrow in 
his quiver, hide you in the hollow of his hand: I ar 
Aberd. March g. | Tours in hi ſweet Lord 
1637. 2 
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To the right hencarable; 175 Lora L OW DO N. 
a My very acble and henourable Lord, 25 7 
make bold to write 


ace, mercy and peace be to you» 
do your Lordſhip, that j o may know the hanourable 


caule, ye are graced to prufeſs, is Chriſt s own trgth. Ye are 


{cores in their neck; therefore they 


Jeſu, S., R. N 
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many ways ble ſſed of Grd, who hach taken upon you. to come 
out to the ſtrevts, with Chriſt on your fore-head; when fo ma- 
#p ar6 athamed of tin, and hide him (as it were) under their 
cloak, ar it he were a ſtolen Chriſt. If this faithleſs genera- 
view (and-e!peciglly the Nobles of this Kingdom) thought not 
Chrift dear wares, and Religion expenſivo, bazardous and dan- 

ons; they would not ſip from bis caule as they do, and 
nd looking on, with their hands folded behind: their back, 
when lowns are running away with. the ſpoil of Zion on their 
back, and the Hbards of the Son of God's tabernacle. Law and 
Juſtice are to be had to any, eſpecially for money and moyen; 
r Chriſt can get no law, good cheap nor dear. t were the 
glory and honour of you, who are the Nobles of this land, to 
plead for your 4 — and his oppreſſed Sponſe, 


as far as Ieal and ſtanding law will go wich you - Your ordina- 


ry logick from the event (that it will do no good) to the cauſe 
(and therefore frlence beſt, till the Lord put to bis own hand) 
ie not (wich reverence to your Lordſnip's learting) worth 2 
ſtraw : Events ate God's; let us de, and. not plead againſt 
God's obere; let him fit at his own helm, who moderateth all 
events: ſe is not a good cour's to complain, that we cannot get 
a providence of gold, when our lazineſs, cold zeal, tempori- 
zing, and faithleis fearfalneſs ſpilleth good providence. Your 
Lordſuip will pardon me; I am not ot chat inind, that tumults 
or avms is the way to put Chriit on his throne; or that Chriſt 
will be ferved, and truth vindicared only with the arm of fleſh 
and blood; ray, Chriſt doth his turn with leſs din than with 
arments ruled in blood. But I would, the zeal of God were 
in the Nobles; to do their part for Chriſt : And 7 muſt be par- 
doned to write to your Lordſhip this, I dove not, I dare not 
hut ſpeak to others, what God hath done to the ſoul of his poor, 
Aſſticted, exiled prifoner : His comfort is more than 7 ever knew 
before 3 he hath fcaled the honourable cauſe J now ſuffer for, 
and I ſhi not believe that Chriſt will put his Amen and ring 
on An imnginztion: he hath made all his promiſes good to 
me, and hath filled up all the blanks with his own hand; 7 
would not exchange my bonds with che plaiſtered joy of this 
whole world + it hath pleaſed him to make à ſinner the like of 
me, an ordinary banqueter in his houſe of wine, with, that 
royal, princely One, Chriſt ſeſus. O what weighing ! O 
what telling is in his love! How tweet muſt he be, when that 
black and burdenſon tree, his own crofs, is ſo perfumed with 
joy and gladneſs O for help to liſt him up by praiſes on 8 
gh 1 I | roy 
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royal throne | I ſeele no more but that Ts Name may he pread 
abroad in me, that meikle good may be ipoken of Chriſt on my 
behalf: this being done, my loffcs, place, ſtipurd, credit, calt 
and liberty, Mall all he ade up to my full contentment, and 


joy of heart. I will be conndent your Lordſhip will go on im 
the itrength of the Lord, and keep Chrilt and avouch him, that / 
he may read your name publickly before men and. angels, J 
will entreat your Lordſhip to txhort and encouray,e that Nas. 
hleman your Chief to do the ſame: but / am wo, many of you 
And a new wiſdom, which derveth not ſuch a name; it were: 
better that men ſhould ſee, that their wiſdom be holy, amd their 
Holineſs wiſe. '/ muſt be bold to defire your Lordihip to» 
add to your former favours to me ( for. the which your Lord- 
ſhip hath a priſoner's blefling and prayers). this, that ye would 
he pleated. to befriend my brother, now ſuffer ing tor the fame 
caule; for he is to dwell nigh your Lordihip's bounds: Your 
Lordfhip's word and countenance may help him. Thus recom- 
mending your Lordſhip to the ſaving grace and tender merey 
of Chritt Jelas our Lord, / reſt - 
AAlerdleen, March g. Tons Lordſhips obliged Servant 
| 1637. | | it, Chrift, 8. R. 
——— lah —— — — — — 


To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLISH Minifter of the Goſpel. - 
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Reverend and dear Brother, e i 
YN Race, mercy and peace be to you. 7 am well; my Lord 
I Jeſus is kinder to me than ever he Ms; it pleaſeth him 
to dine and ſup with his afflicted priſoper; a King feaſteth me, 
ard his ſpikenard- caſteth a ſweet ſmell. Put Chriſt's love to 
the trial, and put upon it burdens, and then it will appear love 
indeed : we employ not his love, and therefore we know it 
not. I verily count more of the ſufferings of my Lord, than 
of this world's luſtred and over-gilded glory. I dere not Jay 
but my Lord ſeſus hath fully recompenſed my ſadneſs, with hig 
Joys; my loſſes, with his own preſence. 7 nnd it a fweet a 
rich thing to exchange my forrows with Chriſt's joys; my af- 
flictions with that ſweet peace I have with himſelf. Brother, 
this is his own truth I nuw ſuffer for; he hath ſealed my tuffe- 
rings with his own comforts, and I know be will not put his 
. leat upon blank paper; his ſeals are not dumb, nor deluſtve, 
to confirms imaginations and lies. Go on, my dear Brother, 
in the ſtrength of the Lord, not tearing man that is a worm. 
or the tow of man that will dis, Providence hath a thonſand, 


keys 
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keys to open a thouſand ſundry doors, for the deliverance ©: 


mis own, when it is even come to a canclamatum eft. Let us 
be faithful, and care for our own part, which is to do and ſuf- 
fer for him, and lay Cbri/Ps part on himſelt, and lea ve it chere: 
Duties are ours, events are the Lord's. When our faith goeth 
to meddie with events, and to hold a court (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
upon God's providence, and beginneth to iay, How wilt those 
do this, and that ? We loſe ground: We have nothing to do 
there, it is our part to det the Almizhty exerce his own offee, 
and itir his own helm; there is nothing leſt us, but to fee how 
we may be approved of him, and how we may roll the weight 
of, our weak touls (in well-doing ) upon him, who is Go 
Gmnipctent : And when, what we thus eſſuy, miſcarrieth, it 
mall neither be our ſin dor croſs. Hother, remember the 
Lord's word to Peter, Simon, loweſt thou me ? Feed my ſheep : 


No greater teitimuny of our love to Chriſ# can be, than to 


feed paintully.and faithfully his lambs. I am in no better 
n*.ghbourhood with the miniſters here than betore; they cans». 
not endure that any ſpeak of me, or to me: Thus I am, in the 

an time, ſilent; (Which is my greateſt grief.) Dr. Barron 
hath otren diſputed with me, 1 about Ar mi nian con- 


troverſios, and tor the ceremonzes : Ihree yokings laid him 


by; and I have not been troubled with him ſinee: Now he 

hath appointed a diſpute before witneiles ; 7 truſt Chriſt and 

truth ſhall do for themſelves. I hope, Brother, ye will help 
ay people, and write to me what ye hear the Bithop is to do 

to them: Grace he with you. 3% . 
Aberl. Dar Erother in bonds, S. R. 

* * ws * | 5 * | GE my * — weeepecnen—er — — 


Tv a. HU OH MK AILL, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Reverend and Dear Brother, | * 
Bleſe you for your Letter; He is come down as rain upon 
the mown grais, he hath revived my withered root, and 
he is as the dew of herbs. 1 am moſt ſecure in this priſon: 
Salvation is for walls in it, and what think ye of theſe walls? 
he maketh the dry plant to bud as the lilie, and to bloſſom as 
Lebann: The rue Husbandman's bleſſing cometh down up- 
on the plants © 
Brot ber) if I, his poor exiled ſtranger and priſoner, may not 


ſay it? Howbeir all the world ſhould be filent, { cannot hold 
my peace. O how many black counts hath Cbriſt and I roun- 


ded over together, in the houſe of my pilgrimage ! and how 


fa 


righteouſneſs : Who may lay this, (my dear 


ui 
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fat a portion hath he given to a hungry foul! I bad rather 
have Chriſt's four-bours, than have dinner and ſupper both in 
one from any other: his dealing, aud the way of bis judg- 
me ats paſs finding out. No preaching, no book, no learning 
could give me that, which I behoved to come and get in this 
town. But what of all this, if I were not miſted, confeunded, 
and aſtoniſhed how to be thankful, and how to get him praiſed, 
for evermore ? And, which is more, he hath been pleaſed to 
pain me with his love, and my pin groweth through want of 
real poſſeſſion. Some have written to me, that 1 am poſſihly 
too Joyful of the erbis; but my Joy yer-leapeth the croſs, it 
is bounded and terminate upon Chriſt, I know the fun will 
over-cloud and eclipſe, and 1 ſhall again be put to walk in the 
jhadow : but Chriſt muſt be welcome to come and go as he 
thinketh meet; yer he would be more welcome to me, I trow, 

to come than go: And, I hope, he pitieth and pardoneth me, 
in caſting apples to me, at ſuch a fainting time as. this; holy 
and bleited is his name. It was not my flattering of Chriſt, 


that drew a kits from his mouth; but he would fend me as 2 | 
ipy in to this wilderneſs of aftering, to lee the land, and to 


try the toard : and I cannot make a lie of Chriſt's croſs ; I can 
report nothing but good hoth of him and it, left others ſhould 
faint. 1 hope, when a change cometh, to caſt anchor at mid- 
night upon the Rock {which he hath taught me to know in this 
day. li a; whither 1 may run, when I mug lay my leſſon with- 
out bock, and believe in the dark. I am ſure it is. fin to ter- 
row of Chriſt's good meat, and not to eat when he faith, Eat, 
O welbe loved, aud dini abundantly. I he bear me on his 
back, or carry me in his arms over this water, I hope for grace 


to ſet down both my feet on dry ground, when the way is ber- 


ter: but this is ſlippry ground; my Lord thought good 1 
ſhould go by an hold, and lean on my Welbeloved's oulder: 
it is good to be ever taking from him. I deſire he may get the 


fruit of praiſes for dawting, and thus dandiing me upon bis 


knee: and 1 may give my bond of thankfulneſs, ſo being I have 
Chriſt's backbond again for my relief, that I ſhall be ſtrengths 
ned by his powerful grace, to pay my vows, to him. Bur 
truly I find we have the adyantage of the brae upon our ene- 


mies: we are more than conquerors, through him who bath 


loved us; and they know not wherein our ſtrength heth. 
Pray for me; Grace be with you, N 
Aberdeen. Tur Brother in Chriſt, S. R. 
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* tr To my Lady BOY De) 
Madam, l ey | 
8 mercy and peace be unto you: the Lord hath 

brought me to Aberdeen, where | ſee God in few, This 
town hath been adviſed, upon of pur poſs for me: it conſiſterh 
either of Papiſta, or men of Gallios naughty filth ; it is counted 
wiſdom in the moſt, not re countenance a coniinzd Miniſter ! 
bur I find Chriſt neither ſtrange nor unkind; for 7 have 
found many faces imile upon me fince L came hither. I am 
heauy and fad, conſidering what is betwixt the Lord and my 
foul, which none ſerch hut he. I find men have miſtaken me 
it would be no art (as 7 now fee ) to ſpin ſmall, and make 
hypecrifte ſeem a goodly web, and to go through the market 
as à {aint among men, and yer ſteal quietly to hell, without 
 ebleryation : So eaſie is it to deceive men. I have ditputed, 
whether or no I ever knew any thing of Chriſtianity, iave the 
letters. of that name: Men ſee but as men, and they call ten 


twenty, and twenty an hundred; but, O ! to be approved of 


God in the heart, and in fincerity, is not an ordinary mercy : 
my neglects while £ had a pulpit, and other things whereof / 
am aſhamed to ſneak, meet me now, fo, as maketh ar 
boneſt croſs my daily ſorrow; and for fear of ſcandal — 
tumbling, 7 mult hide this day of the law's pleading : 7 
know not, if this court, kept within my foul, Yo fenced in 
Chriſt's name, f certainty of ſalvation were to be bought, 
God knorveth, if I had ten earths, I would not; prig with z0d, 
like a fool. Thelieved, under ſuffering tor Chriſt, that /my {elf 


thould keep the key of Chriſt's treafures,and take out comforts” 


when Iliſked, and eat, and be fat: But I lee now a ſufferer tor 
Chriſt will be made to know himſelf, and will be holden at the 
door, as well as anothes poor ſimer; and will be fain to eat 
with the bairns, and to take the by-board, and glad ſo: my 
blefling on the crols of Chriſt, that hat}! made me lee this. Oh 


if. we could take pains for the kingdom of heaven] but we fit 
down upon ſome ordinary marks of God's children, raining 


we have as much as will ſeparate us from a reprobate, and 
thereupon we take the play, and cry Holy-day : And thus the 
devil caſteth water un our fire, and blunteth our zeal and care: 
but 7 ſee heaven is not at the next door; and I ſee, howbeit my 
challenges be many, I ſuffer for Cbriſt, and dare hazard my 
ſalvation upon it; for ſome times my Lord cometh with a fair- 


able? 


hour, and O but his love be ſweet, delightiul, ang. comfort 


m0 
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ible! Half a kiſs is ſweet : but our doting love will not be 
content of a tight to Chriſt, unteſs we get poſſeſſion; like the 
man who will not be content of rights yo bought land, except 
he get alſo the ridges and acces laid upon his back, to carry 
home with him. However it be, Chriſt is wiſe; and we are 
fools to be browden and fond of a pawn in the loot of our 
hand: living on truſt by frith may well content us. Madam, 
know your Ladyſip knoweth this, aud that made we bold ta 
write of it, that others might reap omewbat by mty bonds 
forthe truth; for Tſhould deſire, and 7 vim at this, to have m 
Lord well ſpoken of, and honoured, hewbeit he ſhould make 
nothing, of me, but a cel over a water. Thns recoomend- 
ing your Ladyſhip, your fon, and children to ts grace, who 
hath honoured you with a name and room among the livirg 
in en, and wiſhing grace to be with your Ladyſhip,"! 
e of (> 


Aberd. : Tour Ladyſtip's in ba ſweeteſt 
EA Lord Feſus, S. R. 


To Ar. DAVID DICKSON. 


Reverend and Dear Brother, | 8 
Race, Mercy and Peace be unto you. I find great men, 
ſpecially. old friends, skar to ſpear for me; but my kiig- 
iy anf royal Maſter biddeth me try his moyen to the utter- 
moſt, and I ſhall find a triend at hand ; I ſtill depend on Hm; 
his court is as before; the priſaner is welcome to him; the 
black crabbed. tree of my Lord's croſs hath made Chrift and 
my ſoul very entire; he is my ſong in the night. am often 
laid in the duſt with challenges, wil apprebenſions of his anger; 
and then, if a mountain of iron were laid upon me, I carrot be 
$ heavier : and with much wreſtling I win in to the 1 houſe 
of wine, and for the moſt part my life is Joy, and ſuch joy 
through bis comforts, as Thave been afraid to ſhame my ley, . 
and to cry aut, for I can fearce bear what I get: Chriſt hiveth 
me a* meaſure leaped” up; prefled down, and running over: 
And, believe it, his love paineth me more chan priſop and 
baniſhment. I cannot get gate of Chriſt's love: Had 1 
known, what he was keeping for me, I would never baye been 
{o faint-hearted. In my heavieſt times, when all is loſt, the 
memory of his love maketh me think Ghrift's glooms arc bug 
for the faſhion : I ſeek no more but a vent tomy wine; I am 
ſmothered and ready to burſt for want of a vent, Think — 
i 4 Muc 
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much of perſecution : It is before vou; hut it is not as men 
eonceive of it: My ſuggared crols foreeth me to ſay this ta 
vou, ye ſhall have wailed meat, the ſick bairn is oftentimes, 

the ſpilt hairn : Ye ſhall command all. the houſe. I hope ye 
help : tired priſoner to pray and praiſe : Had I but the annua! 
of annuz! to give to my Lord Jeſus, it ſhould eaſe my pain 
but, Alas, I have nothing to pay, he will get nothing of poor 
me; But I am wo I have not room enotg,. in my heart for 
ſuch a ſt anger. I am. not caſt down to go further North, I 
bave good caule to work for my Maſter : For I am well paid 
before the hand; I am not behind, howbeit I ſhould. not get 
one ſmile more, till my feet be up within the King's dining- 
ball. I have gone through yours upon the Covenant 3 Tr hath 
edified-my ſou!, and retreſhod an bungry man : I judge it 
ſharp, ſweet, quick, ard profound: Take me at my word, J 
tear it get no E in Srot land. The Brethren of Treland 
write not to me; chide with them for that I am ſure that 7 
may give you and them a commilton (and Iwill bide by it 

that you tell my Beloved, I am fick of love. I hope in God 
to leave ſome of my ruſt and ſuperfluities in Aberdeen: I can- 


not get an houſe in this town, wherein to leave drink-filver in 


my Maſter's name, ſave one only: There is no ſale for C hriſt 
in the .Nort/ : He is like to lie long on my hand, ere any accept 
him. Grace be with you. 4 eek 
Aberd. . Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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' Reverend and Dear Brother, | 2 
[] Am a very far nuſtaken man; if others knew how poor my 
- ſtack were, they would not think upon the like of me, 
but with compaſſion ; for / am as one kept under a ſtri& tutor : 
would have more than my tutor alloweth upon me, but it is 
good that a bairn's wit is not the rule which regulateth my 


. Tord ſeſus: Let him give what he will, it ſhall ay be above 


merit, and my ability to gain therewich. I would not with a 
better ſtock (while heaven be my ſtock ) than to live upon 
credit at Chriſt's hands, daily borrowing : Surely running over 
love, that vaſt, huge, boundleſs love ot Chriſt (that there is 
telling in for man and angel) is the only thing I faineſt would 
be * 5 with: He knoweth J have little but the love of that 
love; and that / ſha)! be happy, ſuppoſe I never get another 
heaven, but only an eternal laſting feaſt of that love: Bui wr 

. poſe 
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ate my wiſhes were poor, he is not poor: Chriſt all the ſealons 
the year is dropping fweetrets : it I had veſſcis, I might fall 
hem; but my old river, holly, and running-out diſh, even whent 
am at the well, can bring trie away: Nothing but glory will 
wake tight and faſt our jecking and tifty veftels. Alas I have 
kailed more of Chriſt's grace, love, faith, humility, and godly 
Worrow, than I have brought with wiz. Row little of the fea 
an a child carry in his hand ? as little dow I rake away of my- 
zreat fea, my boundlels and running-over Chriſt Jeius. . 
Wave not lighted upon the right gate of putting Chritt to the 
Wink, and making in) felt rich with him: my miſguiding 
1nd, childiſh trafkeking with that matchleſs Pearl, that hea- 
en's Jewel, the Jewel of the Pather's detights, bath put me to. 
R great ofs. O thar he would take a loan ©: me, ard my ſtock, 
and put bis nanie in all my bonds, and ferve himlelf Heir to 
he poor mean portion | have, and be countable for the ta- 
eint wnnſelf Gladly would I put Chriſt in my room, to guide 
all; and let nie but a feryant to run errands, and do by ls 
direction, let me be his interdicted heir. Lord Jefus work 
pon my minority, and let him win a pupil's bleſfing. Oh 
how would I rejoyce ts have this work of my ſalvation legall 
$+itned upon Chriſt! A back-bond of my Lord Jeſus, that ic 
houid ce forthcoming to the Orphan, ſhould de my happi- 
els : Dependency on Chriſt, were my fureſt way: if Chritt 
were my bottom, I were ſure enough; I thought guiding of 
grace had been no art, I thought it would come of will; but 
| would fpill my own heaven yet, if I had not burdened Chriſt 
with All. I but lend my bare name to the Wert covenant z 
Chriſt behind and before, and on either Ade, maketh all 
Lure, God will not take an Armiaian-cautioner Free-mill; 
a weather-cock, turning at 2 ſerpent's tong ue, à tutor that 
ouped our father Adam unto us, and brought down the 
houle, and {old the land, and ſrt the father, and mother, 
End all the bairns through the earth, to beg their bread : 
Nature in the Goſpel hath cracked credit. O well to my 
poor foul for evermore, that my Lord called grace to the 
ouncil, and put Chriſt ſeſus with free merits, and the blood 
bt God, foremoſt in the chale, to draw ſinners after a Raptomer. 
O what a fivecet block was it, by way ot bnying and felling, 
to gire and tell down a ranſom for grace and glory to dy- 
ours} O would to my Lord 1 could cauſe paper and ink 
ſpeak the worth, and excellency, the high, and loud praiſes 
A Brother-ranſomer ! * Ranſemer needs not my re- 
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eth the contents of it. Certainly, i my deſires to my We. 


mindful of him as I am able: deſire him from a priſoner, to 


fever of love- ſickneſs for Chriſt. Remember my bonds. The | 


ort; but Oh if he would take it, and make uſe of it ! I ſhoul ! 
happy. if i had an errand to this world, but for ſome e 
years, to pread proclamations and out-cries, and love: letter. 
ef the bighneſs {the highnels for evermore) the glory (th- 
glory for evermore) of the Ranſomer, whote clothes were we: . ll 
and dyed in blood; howbeit, that after I had done chat, my tou! ll 
and body ſhould go back to the mother Nething, that their Cr-- 
ator brought them once out from, as from their beginning, Bu: 
why ſhould I pine away, and pain my ſelf with wiſhes, and no: 8 
believe rather, that Chriſt will hire ſuch an our-caſt as I am, 2 
maſterleſs body, put out of the houſe by the ſons of my mother. 
and give me employment and a calling, ane way ox other, t: 


out Chriſt and his wares, to country buyers, and propoſe Chriic "i 
unto, and preſs him upon lome poor fouls, that faĩner than thei: 


litz would receive him? You complain heayily, of your ſhor: i 
coming in practice, and venturing on ſuffrring tor Chriſt : xo ⁵ 
have many marrows. For the firſt, I would not put you of: i 
ſenſe of wretchednefs ; hold on, Chriſt never yet New a ſighing. 
groning child; more of that would make you won goods, and 
a meet prey for Chriſt, Alas } have too little of it! for ven- 
turing on ſufferingʒ I had not ſo much free gear, when] came t 
Chrilts camp, as £© buy a ſword; a wonder that Chriſt ſhou!: 8 
not laugh ac ſuch a ſoldier : I am no better yet; but faith livet. 
and ſpendeth upon our Captain's charges, who is able to pa, 
for all: we a not Pity him, he is rich enough. Ye defare m 
alſo not to niſtake Chriſt under a mask; 7 bleſs you, and thar!: 
God {or it; but alas, masked or bare-faced, kiſſing or gloow 
ing, I miſtake him: Yea, / miſtake him furtheſt when the mas 
is off; for then 7 play me with his ſweetue(s : 1 am like a child 
that hath a golden book, that playeth mores with the ribbons. 
and the gwilding, and the picture in the firſt page, than rea 


beloved were fulfilled, I could provoke devils, and croffes, 
and the world, and tentations to the fields: But Oh, my 
2 weakneſs makes me lie behind the buſh and hide me 

member my ſerxice and my bleſſing. to my Zord; 12 


come and viſit my good Maſter, and feel but the ſmell of hi- 
love: it ſets him well, howbeit he be young, to make Chriſ 
His Garland; 1 could not with him in a better caſe, than in: 


Tord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. g 0 
| Aber. '. Tears in bis ſmeet Lord Jeſin, 8. ac | 
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Te WILLIAM HALLIDAY: 


Loving friend, e n 
eceived your letter : I wiſh ye take pains for ſalvatior; 


"ag ; miſtaken grace, and fome w hat like converſion, which is not + 
n onverſion, is the ſaddeſt and moſt doleful thing in the world? 
„ wake ſure of falvation,and lay the foundation ſitre,for many are 


F/ bepuiled : Put a loiw price upon world's elay, put a high 
price upon Chriſt : temptations will come, but if they be no: 

made weleome by you, ye have the beſt of it! Be jealous over 
our (elf, and your own heart, and keep touches with God; 
let him not have a faint and feeble foldier of you: fear not to 
back Chriſt, for he will conquer and overcome: Let no man 
&kar at Chriſt, for I have no quarrels at his croſs; He and 
his croſs are two good 7 and worth the lodging: Men 
would fain have Chriſt good cheap, but the market will not 


* come down; acquzint your ſelf With prayer? Make Chriſt 
Tour Captain and your Armour ; make conſcience of ſtaning 

n- 8 „ue 

ta hen no eye ſeeth you. Grace be with bt. 

1 Aber d. 1 Tours in Chriſt Jeſus, . | 

va Gentletioman, after the Death of her Hu band. 

D x | 


Dkar and loving Siſter, | . | 
I Know ye are minding your ſweet᷑ country, and not taking 
your inns ¶ the place of your banithment ] for your homes 
this life is not worthy to be the thatch or oùter - wall of your 
Lord ſeſus his paradiſe, that he did ſweat for to you; and that 
he keepeth for you: and filly and ſand - blind were our hope, 
if it could not look over the water to our beſt heritage, 15 
it ſtayed only at home about the doors of cur clay-houle. / 
marvel not, my dear /ffter, that ye complain, that ye come 
mort of your old bras you had for a bleſſing; and that 
now you find it not ſo : Bairns are but hired to learn their | 
leffon when they firſt go to ichool 3 and it is enough that theſe 


ox who run a race, ſee the gold only at the Rt ; and 
my poſſibly they ſee little more of it, or nothing at all, till they 


win to the rinks-end, and get the gold in the loof of their 
hand. Our Lord maketh delicates and dainties of his ſwęet 
1 and love viſits to his owri, but Chriſt's love under a 
ail is love; if ye get Chriſt, howbeit not the ſweet and plea- 
fart way you would” have bini, it is enough; for che Wel- 
Mt, cif F beloved 


* n —— 
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beloyed cometh not our way, he muſt wail his own gate bimſe!” i 
For woridy things, ſeeing they are meadows and fair flowers 
in your way to heaven, a ſmell in the by-going is ſufficiem Wl 
He that would reckon and tell all the ſtones in his way, in 
Journey of three or four hundred miles; and write up in hi: Wl 
. count-book all the herbs, and flowers growing in his way, 
[ might come fhort of his journey : You cannot ſtay in your Ol 
| 


inch of time to loſe your day { {eeing you are in haſte, and 
the night and your after-noon will not bide you) in ſetting 
your heart on this vain world: it were your wiſdom to read 
your count-book, and to have in readinets your buſineſs a- M 
gainſt the time you come to death's water-tide. I know your Ml 
i lodging is taken: Vour fore runner Chriſt hath not forgotten 
that, and therefore you muſt {et your ſelf to cue thing, whici: 
ye cannot well want.” In that our Lord took your husband to 
Fimſelf, I know it was that he might make room for himielt : | 
| le cutteth off your love to the creature, that ye might learn 
| that Ciod only is the right owner of your love, ſorrow, loſs, ll 
1. dnels, death, or the worlt things that arc, except ſin; but 
Chriſt kroweth well what to make of them, and can put his 
con in the erois's common, that we ſhall be obliged to ai 
tion, and thank God, Who learned us to make our ac- | 
uaintance with ſuch a rough companion, who can hale us ts | 
hriit: You muſt learn to make evils your great good, and | 
j to ſpin out comforts, peace, joy, communion with Chriſt, 
. cut of your troubles, that are Chriſt's wooers, lent to {pea 
| for you to himſelf. It is eafier to get good words, and a 
| comfortable meſſage from our Lord, even from 4uch rough 
lerjeants, us divers temptations» Thanks to God for croſſes. 
| V hen we count and reckon vur lofles in ſecking God, we find 
1 | gedlineſs j« great gain. Great partners of a ſhipful of gold, 
AB are glad to leg, to ſeethe ſhip come to the harbour: Surely | 
4 we and our Lord Peſts together, bave a ſhipful of gold coming 
| | home, and our gold is in that ſkip. Some are ſo im love (or 
| rather in luſt ) with this life, that they fell their part of the 
ip, for a little thing: I would counte! you. to buy hope, but | 
le}i it not, and give not away your crofles for nothing; the 
| "inſide of Chriſt's croſs is white and joyful, and the far end of 
+ the black croſs is a fair and glorious heaven of caſe : and ſee- 
ing Chriſt hath faſtred heaven to the far end of the croſs, and 
R will not looſe the knot himſelf, and nore elſe can, (for 
pen Chriſt caſteth a knot, all the world cannot looſe it) let 
us tben count it excecding joy, when we fall into diverlc 3 
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emptations. Thus recommending you to the tender mercy, 


| 3 rd grace ot our Lord, I reſt 1 - 
4 ©  A4berd. Tour loving Brother, S. R. 
Hie * el in e 


H-noured and fear Brother, 

Vote of late to you: multitudes of letters bur don me now, 
Lam refreſhed with your letter: Lexhort you in the bowels 
f Chriſt, ſet to work for your ſoul, andet theſe bear weight 
ith you, and ponder them ſeriouſly, 1. E g naſh- 
g of teeth in utter-darkneis, or heaven's joy. 2. Think what 
e would give for an hour, when ye ſhall lie like dead, cold, 
\ackned clay. 3. There is ſand in your glaſs yet, and your ſun 


2 ervice. 5. Think what advantage it will be to have angels, 
5 e world, life and death, croffes, yea and devils, all for you, s 
ut Je King's ſerjearts and ſervants, to do your bufine's. 6. Io 


ave true honour, and a name on carth, that caſts a ſweet 
nell. 8. How ye will rejoice when Chritt layeth down your 
ead under his chin, and betwixt his breaſts, and drieth your 
ace, and welcometh you to glory and happineſs? 9. Imagine, 
hat pain and torture is a guilty conſcience © What flavery ta 
arry the devil's unkoneſt loads? 10. Sin's joys are but night- 
reams, thoughts, 'vapours, imaginations. and ſhadows, 
1. What dignity it is to be 2 fon of God? 12. Dominion and 
aſtery over tentations, over the world, and fin. 13. J hat your 
nemies ſhould be the tail, and you the head. For your bairns 
ow at their reſt ; I ſpeak to you and your wife (and cauſe her 


e reſt, I write it under my hand, there are days coming on 
Fcotland, when barren wombs and uy breaſts, and childlets 


Ie parents, ſhall be pronounced bleiſed : They are then in the lee 
i ce the harbour, ere the ſtorm come on. 3. They are nut Joſt 
IC you, that are laid up in Chriſt's treaſury in heaven. 4. Ar 


he reſurrection ye ſhall meet with them; there they ace feng 


cl omely tb take and give, borrow and lend. 6, Let not bairns 
e tro idols; for God will be jealous, and take away the 
E ol, becauſe he is greedy of your love wholly, I bleſs you, 


our wife and children, Grace tor evermore be with you. | 
Aberd. N Tour loving Paſtor, 8. * 
begs 1 — "Ih 


not gone down. 4. Contider what joy and peae is in Chriſt's - 


ave mercy on your ſeed, and a bleſſing on your houſe. 7. To - 


ad this) 1. Lam witneſs of Barbara's glory in heaven. 2. For 


fore, but not ſent away. 5. Your Lord loveth you, Whg ts j 


| 
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To 10 HN GORDON of Cardoneſs elder. | 4 


Honourable. and deareſt in the Lord. 44. <a - WH 
Our Letter hath refreſhed my ſaul. My joy is fulfilled, 
1 if Chriſt and ye be faſt together: Ye are my joy and il 
my crown: ye know I haye recommended his love to you. 1 
. defic the world, ſatan and fin. His love hath neither brim i 
x nor bottom in it. My deareſt in Chriſt, 1 writs my ſou!': 8 
deſire to you; Heaven is not at the next door: I find chriſtia- 
nity an hard task: Set to it in your eyening; we would al 
keep both Chriſt and our right- eye, our right hand and foot: 
hut it will not he with us. I beleech you, by the mercjes f 
Cod, and your compearance before Chriſt, look Chriſt's 
count-hook and your own together, and collation them: giv- Wl 
the remnant of your time to your foul : this great idol-god, i 
the world, will be lying in white aſhes, in the day of you: ll 
comprearance z and why rould night · dreams, and day-thadows, i 
and water-troth, and May - flowers run away with your heart? 
4 When we win to the water-ſide, and black death's river- 
[ | brink, and put our foot in the boat, we ſhall laugh at our 3 

| 

| 

{ 


a 

- 
he 
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folly. Sir, I recommend unto. you the thoughts of death, 
and how ye would wiſh your ſoul to be, when ye ſhall lie 
cold, blue, il'-ſmelling clay. For any hireling to be intrud- 
od, 1, being the king's priſoner, cannot ſay much; but, as God's | 


{ miniſter, I defire you to read Acts i. 15, 16. to the end and | 
*h T5 Vis. 2, 3, 4, 5. and ye ſhall find, God's people ſhould } 


1 be lorry, if willingly ye ſhall give way to his unlawful in- 
truſion upon my labours : the otily wile od direct you. God's 


| have a voice in chuſing Church-rulers and teachers. I ſha! © 
| 
grace be with vou. 


Lf Aberd. Tour loving Paſtor, S. R. 

bf N TÞ EARLEST OUN rangers © T 

| | Aſuch honoured and welbelomed in the Lord | 
0 J Race, mercy and peace be to you. Your letters giye 


daſk to my lazineſs in writing : I mult firſt tell you, therc 
iS not ſuch a glaſſie, icy, and ſlippry piece of way, betwixt you 
v 1; and heaven, as Mouth: I have experience to ſay with me here, 
Wi and ſeal what I affert ; the old = of the ſins of my Youth, 


bi. are ho fire of forrow to me: I hays ſeen. the devil, as it 
[7 were, dead and buxied, and yet riſe again, and be a ware de 
I 


vil than gyer he was, Therefore, my brother,beware gf a Keen 
" ; F | 9 * ö 
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young devil, that hath never been buried : the devil ip bis @© 
Howers (I mean, the hot fiery luſts and paſſions &f Youth } 
is much to be ſeared : better yoke with an old gray-haired, 
withered, dry devil: for in Youth he findeth dry ticks, and 
dry coals, and an hot hearth- ſtone; and how ſoon can he with 
bis flint caſt fire, and with his bellows blow it up, and fire 
the houſe ? Sanctified thoughts, thoughts made conlcience of, 
and called in, and kept in aw, are green fewel that burn not, 
and are à water for Satan's coal. Yet, I muſt tell you, the 
whole ſaints now triumphant in heaven, and ſtanding be- 
fore the throne, are nothing but Chriſt s forlorn and beggar- 
iy dyvours. What are they, but a pack of ke panes ſin- 
ners? but their redemption is not only paſt the ſeals, but 
compleated; and yours 1s on the Wheels, and in doing: All 
Chriſt's good bairns go to heaven with a broken brow, and 
with a crooked leg. Chri/f hath an advantage of you, and I pray 
you let him have it, he ſhall! find employment for his calling, 
in you: if it were not with you as you write, grace ſhould find 
no ſale nor market in you; but ye muſt be content to give 
Chriſt ſome what ado, I am glad that he is employed that 
way: let your bleeding foul, and your ſores be put in the 
hand of this expert Phyſician ; let voung and ſtrong corrup- 
tions and his free Grace be yoked together, and let Chriſt and 
your fins deal it betwixt them. I will be loth to put you off 
your fears, and your ſenſe of deadneſs: (I wiſh it were more) 
there be ſome wounds of that nature, that their bleeding 
ſhould not be Toon ſtopped : ye muſt take a houſe heſide the 
Phyſician ; it ſhall he a miracle if ye be the arſt ſick man he 
put away uncured, and worſe than he found you. Nay, nay, 
Chriſt is honeſt, and in that, flyting free with ſinners (Jobn 
vi. 2% And him that cometh to me, I will in no caſe caſt out.) 
Take ye that: It cannot be preſumption to take that as 
your own, when ye find your wounds ſtound you; preſumpti- 
on is ever whole at the heart, and hath but the truant-ſicknets, 
and groaneth only for the faſhion; faith hath ſnſe of ſick- 
neſs, and looketh liko a friend to. the promiſes z and looking 
to Chriſt therein, is glad to fee a known face. Chrift is as full 
a feaſt, as ye can have to hunger. Nay, Chri/?, I (ay, is not a 
full man's leavings; his merey lends always a letter of do fiance 
to all your fins, if there were ten thouſand moe of them. L 
22 you, it is 2 hard matter for a poor hungry man, to win 
is meat upon hidden Chriſt; for then the key of his l 
door, and of the houſe of Wine, is a ſceking, and cannt 1 1 
. ; bust 


get an alms from Chriſt. He that can tel] his tale, and ſend 


Knocking will do. And for doubtings, becaule ye are not as 


_ maksth that ure work. The ule then which ye have of taich 
4. $3» U 0 1 4 * 7 1 "HA, * now 
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but hunger muſt break through iron locks, I bemoan them 
not who can make a din, and all the fields ado, for à loſt S- 
viour : Ye muſt let him hear it (to lay {o) upon both the ſides 
of his head, when he hideth himielf; it is net time then to bt 
pird-mouth'd and patient. Chriſt is rare indeed, and a deli 
cace to 2 finner ; he is a miracie, and wor'd's wonder, to 2 
ſeeking and a weeping ſinner; but yet ſach a miracle, as wi! 
be ſcen by them, who wil! come and ſee: the lecker and fighe: 
is at laſt a finger ard enjoyer 3 nay, I have ſeen a dumb mar 


juch a letter to heaven, as he hath ſent to Aberdeen, it is very | 
like he will come {peed with Chriſt : it badeth God's merey 8 
to complain heartily tor ſin. Let wreſtling be with Che iſt, til! 
be ſay, How is it, Sir, that I cannot be quit of your bills, ans 
your miſlearned cries? And then hope for Chriſt's bleſſing, 
and his bleſuing is better than other ten bleſſings. Think nor 
ſhame becauſe of your guiltineſs ; neceſſity muſt not bluſh to 
beg: it ſtandeth you hard to wart Chriſt and cherefore that 
which idle on waiting carnot do, milnurtured crying and 


ye were long ſince with your Maſter, conſider three things, 
1. What if Chriſt had ſuch tertering thoughts of. the bargain | 
of the new Covenant, betwixt you and him, as you have. 2. 
Your Fart is not the compais Chriſt faileth by: He will give | 
vou leave to ſing as ye pleaſe, but he will not dance to your 
datt {oring. It is not referred to you and your thoughts, 
what Chritt will do with the charters betwixt you and him 
Your own misbelief hath torn then; but he hath the princi- 
pal in heaven, with himſelf: Your thoughts, are no parts 01 
the new Covenant; dreams change not Chriſt. ' 3, Doubtings 
are your fins, hut they are Chriſt's drugs and ingredients, that 
the Phyſician maketh uſe of, tor che curing of your pride. Is 
it not ſuitable tor a beggar to lay at meat, Ged reward the 
winers? for then he ith, he khoweth who bea rech the char- 
des of the houſe. It is allo meet, ye ſhould know by experi- 
ence, that faith is not nature's i!l-gotten baſtard, but your 
Lord's free gift, that lay in the womb of God's free grace; 
ne be the winner. I may add à 4. In the paſſing of your 

ul and your charters, when they went through the Media- 
tor's great ſeal; and were concluded, faith's advice was riot 
lpught: Faith hath not a vote beſide Chriſt's merits 5] blood, 
bload, deat blood, that came from your Cautioner's holy body, 


) 
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Mov (having already cloied with Jeſus Chriſt for faſtification) 
. to take out a copy of your pardon ; and fo ye have peace 


29 


las | ith God, upon the account of Chriſt : tor, ſince faith ap- 
be rehendeth pardon, but never payeth a penny for it, no mar- 
1 chat ſalvation doth not die and live, abb ogflow Witli the 
2 Working of faith. But, becaulc it is your Lord's honour (0 
i rc his mercy and his fidelity, it is infinite gooduels in 
ec: n Lord, that misbelief giveth a daſſi co our Lord's glory, 
ar pvot to our ſalyation. And fo, whoever want, (yea, how- 
16 en God here bear wich the want of what we are obliged to 
ry gc im, cyen the glory of his grace, by believing, yet) & 
ey Voor covenanted ſinrer wanteth not: but it guiltineſs were re- 
i} oved, doubtings would find no friend, nor lite; and yet 
1d ich is to believe the yemoval of guiltineis in Chill, A rea- 
g. on why ye get leis now (as ye think) than before {as I take 
of ie, becauſe, at our firſt converſton, our Lord putreth the 
to eat in young bairns mouths with his own hand, but when 
at grow to ſome further perfection, we mult take heaven by 
13 tolence, and take by violence from Chritt, what we cet; and 
a8 can, and doth Hold, becaule he will have us to draw. Re- 
185 nember, now ye muſt live upon violent plucking, Lazineſs | 
in S 4 greater fault now, than long fince; we love always to 9 
2. e ſthe pape put in our month. Now for my telf! Alas, I 9 
vo n not the man I po for in this Nation: Men have not juſt 
ir Weights to weigh me in. Oh, but i am a filly fockleſs body, 
8 nd oyergrown with weeds; corruption is ranck and far in 
* ne : O if I were anſwerable to this Oc Caſe, and to that 
. honourable Prince's love, for whom ! now luffer! If Chriſt 
91 vould refer the matter to me, (in his prefence } ſpeak it) 1 
T night think ſhame to vote my own ſalvation : 1 think, Chriſt 
At night lay, Thin /t thou nt ſhame to claim heaven, who doſt ſa 
Is zttle for it ? I am very often fo, that I know not whether L 
h ink or ſwim. in the vater; I find my ſelf a bag of light froth; 
1. would bear no weight, (but vanity and nothing weigh in 
4. -brift's balance) if my Lord caſt not in borrowed weight and 
ar tra), even Chriſt's righteouſneſs, to weigh for me: the ſtock 
53 f Live, is not mine own ; 7am but the merchant chat trafficks 
1 ich other folks gobds: if my creditor, Chriſt, would take 
4 rom me what he hath lent, 7 would not long keep the cauſey 
t but Chriſt hath made it mine and his. 7 think it manhood, 
I, o play the coward, and jouk in the lee-ſide of Chriſt ; and 
" lus I am nat only ſaved from my enemies, but I obtain the 
ch 1d. I am ſo empty, that I thipk it were an alms-deed in 
W 1 5 3 
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hriſt, if he would win a orb Priſoner's bleſſing for eyermor:, 
and fill me with his iove. I complain, when Chriſt cometh, 1: 
cometh always to fetch fire, he is ever in haſte, he may nc: Wl 
tarry 3 and poor / | a bepgarly oy et but a ſtandin 
viſit, and a ttanging kits, and but, How doeft thou? in the by. 
going. J dare not lay, he is lordly, becauſe he is made à King 
now, at the right-hand of God ; or is grown miskenning ar: il 
dry to his poor friends; (for he cannot make more of bis kiſſes 
than they are worth : ) bet I think it my happineſs to love the 
love of Chriſt : and when he goeth away, the memory of hi: 
Wert preſence, is like a feaſt in a dear ſummer. /have comfor: Wl 
in this, that my Soul deſireth that every hour of my impriſor- 
ment were à company of heavenly tongues, to praiſe him on my 
behalf; howbeit,,my bonds were prolouged tor many hundred 
years. O that 7 could be the mav,who could procure myLord 
glory to flow like a fall fea, and. blow like a mighty wind up 
on all the four Airths of Scotland, England, and Ireland. O 
could write a Book of his praiſes ! O taireſt among the ſon 
ol men, why ſtayeſt thou ſo long away? O Heavers, move faſt! 
O time, run, run, and haſten the Marriage- day; for love is 
tormented with deiays. O Angels, O Seraphims who ſtand 
betore him, O bleiſed Spirits who now fee his Face, ſet hin 
on high; for when ye have worn your harps in his Praifes, a! 
is too little, and is nothing, to caſt the {mnell of the praiſe © 
that fair Flower, that fragrant Role of Sharon, through man: 
Worlds! Sir, take my hearty Commendations to him, ard 

rell him, that I am ſick of Love.” Grace be with you. 

Aberd. une 16, 1637. Tours in bis ſweet L. Feſus, S. K. 
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To his Honoured and DPrer-ciderkas, N 
ALEXANDER GORDON ef KNOCK GRAY 


Deareſt and truly honoured Brother, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have ſeen no lettc: 
from you ſince | came to Aberdeen; Iwill not interpr: 
it to be forgetfulneſs. I am here in a IG Chriſt is n 
frveet and honourable fellow-priſoner, and his ſad and joyfu 
Lord-prifener, [if I may ſpeak fo. ] I think this croſs becom 
eth me well, and is ſuitable to me in reſpe& of my duty to ſu 
fer for Chriſt; howbeit not in regard of my deſerving, to b 
thus honaured. However it be, | fee Chriſt is ſtrong, even) 
ing in the duſt, in priſon, and in baniſhment. Loſles and di 
| graces ars the wheels of Cluilt's triuwphing ckariet; To tl 
8 FF, | | Er 

st 


-- 
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MWutfcrings of his own ſaints, as he intendeth their good, ſu he 
- WS ntcnderh his own glory, and that is the butt his arrows {hoot 
:; and Chriſt ſhooteth not at the rovers, he hitteth what he, 
„ yvurpoſech to hit: Therefore he doth make his own feckleſs 


„ ed weak nothing, and theſe who are the contempt of men, 
nge Harp threſhing· inſtrumeut having teeth, to thraſh the 
3 eantaint, and beat them ſmall, and to make the hills as chaff, 
lee FF Joy them, Iſa. xi. 15, 16. What harder ſtuff, or harder 
san for chreſuing out, than high and rocky mountains? But 
hi tbe Saints are God's threſhing-loſtruments to beat them all in 
+; a cnaff: are we not God's leem veiſels? And yet when they caſt. 
us over an houſe, we are not broken in ſheards : we creep in un- 
"_ der ourLord's wings in the great ſhower, and the water cannot 
bed go thorow theſe wings. It is folly chen for men to hy, this is 
ds not Chriſt's plea, he will loſe the wedsfee, men are like to 
up beguile him: that were indeed a ſtrange play. Nay, I dare 
) if ledge my foul, and lay it in pawn on Chriſt's fide of it, and 
d. e half-tiner half- winner with my Maſter : Let fools laugh 
af. the n on? and ſcorn Chriſt, and bid the weeping cap- 
© i a tives in Babylon, fing ws one of the ſongs of Zion, play a pring 
0 to chear up your ſad-hearted God: We may fing upon ſuck 
im head before · hand, even in our winter-ſtorm, in the expectation 
21; a of 2 ſummer-{un at the turn of the year: nv created powers in 
dof hell or out of hell, can warrour Lord Jeſus his muſick, nor ſpill 
"ag our Inge 455 let us then be glad and rejoyee in the ſalvation 
hind our Lord: for faith bad never yetcaule to have wet cheeks, 


and hinging-down brows, or to droup ordie : what can ail 


R. faith, ſeeing Chriſt ſuffereth himſelf (with reverence to him 
ſy be it ſpoken) to be commanded by it, and Chriſt command- 


 ethall things? Faith my dance, becauſe Chriſt ſings; and we 
may come in the Quire, and lift our hoarſe and rough voices, 

and cherp, and ſing, and ſhout for joy with our Lord Jeſus. 

We {ee oxes go to the ſhambles leaping and ſtartling; We ſeo _. 

Gods fed oxen, prepared for the day of ſlaughter, go dancing 

and ſinging down to the black chambers of hell; and why. 
ould zye go to heaven weeping, as if we were like to f. 


1% don through the earth for ſorrow ? If God were dead (if 1 
* may {peak ſo, with reverence of him who liveth for ever and 
e ever) and Chriſt buried, and rotten among the worms, we 
be might haye cauſe to look like dead folks; but, the Lord liv- 
5 eth, and ble ſſed be the Rock of our ſalvation, Tal. xviii. 46. 
| di None have right to joy but we for joy isſown for us, and an 
„the m ſammer 


or haryeſt, will not ſpill the crop. Theter, 
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99  Mr;,Ratherfſoord's _ Epilt. 28. 
this world have much robbed joy that is not well come: it is 
no good ſnort they laugh at: They ſteal joy, as it were, fron; 

, Cod': for he commandeth them to mourn and howl : Ther 

Joc us claim our lecl-come, and law fully conquiſhed joy. My 
de ir Brother, cannot but fpcak what L have felt; ſeeing m 
Lord ſeſus hath broken a box of Sp:#:nard upon the head of 
his poor Priſoner, and it is hard to hide a ſweet ſmell; it is 
2 pair to {mother Chriſt's iore; it will be out, whether w. 
wi or not. If we did but ſpeak according to the matter, a 
croſs for Chriſt ſhould have another name; yea, a croſs, eſpe- 
cially, when he cometh with his arms full of joys, is the happi- 
eſt hard tree that ever was laid upon my weak ſhoylder.Chrift a 
and his croſs together are ſweet company, arid a Heſſed couple, 

My rin is my palace, y ſorrow is with thild of joy, my 

 boffes are rich 1 . my pain case pain, ny beauy days are holy 
and bappy days. I nay tell a new tale of Chriſt to my friends. f 
Oh. if could make a tove-forg of him, and could commend 
Chriſt. aud tune his praiſes aright! O if 1 could ſet all fongurs 
in Great Britain and freland, to work, to help me to ſing 4 
new Song of my Welbeloved? O if Icould be a bridge over a 
water, for my Lord Jeſus to walk upon and keep by feet dry! 
O ifmy poor bit heaven could po hetwixt my Lord and Blaſ- 
phemy and dijſhonour ! C upon condition he loved me.) O that 
my heart coul ſay this word, and bide by it for ever! Is it not 

reat art ard incomparable wiſdom in my Lord, who can bring 
forth ſuch fiir apples, out of thts crabhed tree of the croſs" nay, 
my Father's pever enough admired providence,can make a fair 
feaſt aut of a black Devil: nothing can come wrong to my Lord 
in his ſwaet working. i would even fall found afleep in Chriſt's 
arms, and my ſinful head on his holy breaſt, while he kiſfeth 
me; were it not that oft-n the wind turneth tothe north, and 
whil-s my ſweet Lord jeſus is fo, that he will neither give 
nor take, borrow nor lend with me. I complain he is not ſo- 
cial ; half call him proud and lordly of his company, and 
nice f his looks: which yet is not true. It would content me 
to give, howbeit he ſhould not take; I ſhould be content to 
want his Killes at ſuch times, providing he would be content 
to eome near-hand and take my werſn, dry and feckleſs Kiffes : 
But at that time he will not be entreated, but lets a poor ſoul 
ſtand ſtill and knock, and never let on him that he heareth; 
and then the old leavings and broken meat, and dry ſighs, are 
reater cheer than can tell: all I have then, is, that how- 
| cit the law and wrath have gotten a'decrect againſt me, 
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Rpiſt. 2& LETTERS. 61 
yet lippent | 

to bring my cauſe in reaſoning again before my Weibeloyed. 
d eſire but to be heard. And at laſt he is content to come, and 
agree the matter with a fool, and forgive ireely, becauſe he is 
God. Oh it men would glorify bim, and taſte of Chriſt's 
ſweetneſs! Brother, ye have need to be buſie with Chriſt, for 
this whoriſh Kirk: L tear leſt Chriſt caſt water uponScotland”s 
coal; nay, I know Chriſt and his Wife will be heard, he will 
plead for the broken covenant, Arm you againſt that time. 
Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Jane 16. Tours ain his ſweet Lord, 
1536, 1 Feſus, S. R. 
70 the Lady K II CONGUHAIK. 
| Miſtreſs, 


£# Race, mercy ald peace be to you: 1 am glad to hear that 
(I you have your face home-werd towards your Fathers houte, 
now when ſo many are for a home nen er hand: but your Lord 
c:Neta you to another life and glory, than is to be tound bere- 
away: and therefore 1 —_ counſel you to make ſure che 
charters and rights, which ye have to Salvation. You came co 
this lite about a neceſtary and weighty buiiners, to tryſt with 
Chriſt anent your precious ſoul, the eternal ſalvation of it : 
this is the moſt neceffary buſineſs ye have in this life,; and your 
ther adoes, betide this, are but toys and feathers, and dreams, 
and. ſancies: this is in the greateſt haſte,and ſhould be done firſt, 
Means are uſed in the Goſpe! to draw on a meeting betwixt 
Chriſt and you: if ye negle your part of it, It is as if you 
would tear the contract before Chritit's eyes, and give up the 
match, that there ſhail be no more communing of chat buii- 
nels. { know other lovers beſide Chriſt are iniuit of vou, and 
your ſou] wanteth not many wooers; but } pray you make a 
haſt. virgin of your ſoul, and let it love but one: moſt worthy 
is Chriſt alone of all your ſoul's love, howbeit your love were 
higher than the heaven, and deeper than the lowett of thisearth, 
and. broader than this world. Many, alas too many, make a 
common ſtrumpet of their Hul, for every lover that cometh to 


tber unlawful ſuiters ; and then you had a ready antwer for all 
thers, I am already 4 


romiſed away to Chriſt, the match js 
cmluded, my ſeu} bat 


two 
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t meikle good inChriſt, as to get a ſuſpenſion, and 
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the houſe, Marriage with Chriſt would put your love, and ut 
heart by the gate, out of the way, and out of the eye of all o- © 


4 Heshand ajrcady,and it cennit have 


62 Mr. Rut herſaurd's Fpiſt. 29 
t woe Bigband. Oh if the world did but know what a ftr 
the ointments of Chriſt caſt, and how raviſhing his beaut) 
even the beauty of the faireſt of the ſons of mon, is, and hoy 
{weet and powertul his yoice is, the voice of that one Welh-. 
loved ; 2 where Chriſt cometh, he runbeth away wil 
the ſoul's Jove, lo that they cannot commind it. I would far 
ther look but thorow the hole of Chriſt's daor, to fee but ths 
ane half of his taireſt, and moſt comely face (for he looks! 
like heaven) ſuppoſe I ſhould never win in ta {ee his excellency | 
and glory to the full; than to enjoy the flower, the bloom, 
and chiefelt excellency of the glory, and riches, of ten worlds, 
Lord ſend me, for my part, but the meaneſt ſhare of Chriſt, tha. 
can be given to any ot the indwellers of the new Ferafaten: : | 
But l know my Lord is no niggard; He can, and it become 
him well to give more, than my narrow foul can receive. 
there were ten thouland thouſand millions of worlds, and i: 
many heaveus full of men and angels, Chriſt would not 
pinched. to ſupply all our wants, and to fill us all. Chriſt is + 
well af lite, but who knoweth how deep it is to the bottom: ? 
This foul of ours hath love, and cannot but love ſome fair one 
Aud O what a fair One, what an only One, what an excellont 
lovely raviſhing One is Jeſus ! Put the beauty of teri thou- 
{and thouſand Worlds of Paradiles like the Garden of Ed. 
in one. Put all Trees, all Flowers, all Smells, all Colours, 
Taſtes, all Joys, all Swcetnefs, all Lovelineſs in one: O whit 
a fair and excellent thing would that be? And yet it ſhauld 
be leis, to that fair and deareſt Welbeloved, Chriſt, than on 
drop of Rain to the whole Seas, Rivers, Lakes, and Fountains 
of ten thouſand Farths, © hut Chriſt is Heaven's wonder, 
and Earth's wonder! What maryel that his Bride faith, Cant 
v. 16. He #4 altogether lovely ? Oh that black Souls will va. 
rome, and fetch: all their love to this Air One! O if I cou 
invite and perſwade thouſands, and ten thouiand times ten 
chouſand of Adam's fons, to flock about my Lord Jelus, and 
to come and take cheir fill of love! Oh pity for evermore, tl 
there ſhauld be ſuch an one as, Chriſt Jetus, ſo boundleſs, : 
bottomleſs, and fo incomparable in infinite excellency, ard 
ſweetnels, and fo few ro take him! Oh! oh! ye poor dr) 
and dead Souls, why will ye not come hither vith your toon: 
 velfels and your empty Souls, to this Huge, and fair, and det p. 
and ſweet Well of life; and fill af your toom veſſels! O 
that Chriſt ſuould he ſo large in ſweetteſs, and worth, and 
lo nat ca ſo pinched, fo ebb; and fo yoid of all happineſs, 
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Epiſt. 29. LETTERS. 63 
yet men will not take him! They loſe their love miſerably, who 
ill net beſtow it upon this lovely One, Alas! thete five thou- 
{nd years, Adam's fools, his waiter-neirs, bave been 1 
and laviſhing out their love and their affections upon blac 
lovers, and. black harlots; upon biss of dead creatures, arid 
broken idols, upon this and that feckicts creature; and have 
not brought their love, and their heart to Jeſus. O pity, thar 
Enirneſs hath fo few lovers! O wo, wo to the fools of this 
world, who run by Chrilt to other lovers Oh mitery, mitery, 
miſery, that comelineſs can {carce get three or four hbeerts in:? 
town or country ! Oh that there is ſo nuch ſpoken, and ſe 
much written, and ſo much thought of creaturc-vanity ; and 
to little ſpoken, ſo little written, io little thought of my 
great, a incompræhenſible, and never-envagh-wandred or 
Lord Jeſus! Why ſhould 1 not curſe this farlarn, and wictchs 
ed world, that ſuffereth my Lord ſeſus to ls his alone? O 
zamned Souls! O miskenning world! O blind! O beggarly, 
and poor Souls! O bewitched fools ! what aileth you at 
Chriflt, that you run ſo from him? I dere not challenge 
n:oyideree, that there are fo few buyers, ard ſo little ſale tor 
eh an excellent One as Chriſt. O che depth, and O the 
1cight of my Lord's ways, that pals findinę out! But oh if nien 
«ould once be wiſe, and not Fall ſo in love with their own ball, 
«+ to paſs by Chriſt, and misken him! But let us come near, 
d fill our ſelves with Chriſt, and let his friends drink, aud 
de drunken, and ſatisſie our hollow and deep deſires, with fe- 
u. Oh come all and drink at this living Well; come drink and 
live for ever more, come drink and welcome; welcome, (aith 
dur faireſt Bridegroom : No man getteth Chriſt with ill will, 
no man cometh and is not welcome, no man cometh ard racth” 
nis voyage: all men ſpeak Welt of Chriſt, who kave been at n; 
nen and angels who kvow him, will ſay more than I dow do, 
and think more of him than they can ſay. O if I were miſted 
id hewildered in my Lord's love! O it I were fettered. and 
Wl <inined to it ! Ofweet ot. to be pained for 2 light of hin O 
'iving death! O good death! O lovely death, to die tor love of 
icius 1 O that I ſhould have a ſore heart and à pained foul, for 
the wanting of the love of this: and that idol! Wo, wo to the 
/ WW -iſtaking of my milcarrying heart, that gapeth and crieth for 
arcatures, and is not pained, and cutted, and tortured, and in ſor- 
„ow for the Want of 2 ſoul : fill of Chriſt. Oh chat thou wouldſſ 
| come near, my Beloved! O my faireſt One, why ſtandeſt thou 
lar 7 come hither, that I may be fatiat with thy excellent * 


* * 


64 Mr. Rutherfoord's- | pile. 79. 
O tor an union! O for a fellowſhip wich ſeſus! O that Icon WM 
buy with a pries that lovely One, ſuppoſe hell's torments for- 
while were the price ! I cannot believe but Chriit will rue u 
on his pained lovers, and come and eale fick hearts, Who ſig 
and {woon for want of Chriſt: was dow bide Chriſt's loye 1+ 
be nice? What heaven can there be liker to hell, than to lu! 
and pg rein, and dwine, and fall a-[woon fot Chrift's. loye,and t 
want it? is not this hell and heaven woven thorow other? i: i 
1 not this pain and joy, ſweetneſt ard ſad neſs to he in one web, 
the one the oft, the other the warp? Therefore I would Chri- 
f * © 4d: of N » 
4 would let us meet, and join together, the ſoul ard Chriſt : 
1 others arms. O what mecting is like this, to ſee blackneſs an 
11 beauty, contemptibleneſs and glory, hig hnefs and baſencis, if 
| even à ſoul and Chriit kiſs one another! Nay, but when ! 
| is done, I may be wearted in ſpeaking - arid writing; but 
how far am 1 from the right expreſſion of Chriſt or bis love 
I can neither ſpeak, nor write feeling, vor taſting, nor imeliins - 
come feel, and ſmiell, and taſte Chriſt, and his love, and ye ſhal! 
call it more than can be {ſpoken j to write, how ſweet the hony- 
comb is, is not ſo tovely as to eat, and fuck the'hony:com) : 
One night's reſt in x bed of lave with Chriſt, 'will May mers, 
than heart can think, or:tonguc can utter. Neither need we 
fear croſſes, or ſigh, or be 1ad for any thing that is on this 
{fide of heaven, ii We have Chriſt : our croffes' will never draw 
blood of the joy of the holy Ghoſt, and peace of conſcience ; 
our joy is laid ny in fuch a high place, as temptations canizor 
climb np to take it down: this world may boaſt Chriſt, bur 
they dare not ſtrike; or if they ſtrike, they break their arin 
in fetching, a ſtroke upom a roch. O that we could put our 
treafure in Chriſt's hand, and give him our gold te keep, and 
our crown. Strive, Miſtreſe, to throng thorow the therns ©! 
this life, to be at Chriſt: Low not ſight of him in this cloudy, 
and dark day: Sleep with him in your heart in the night 
Learn not at the world to ſerve Chriſt, but ask hiuiſelf the 
way; the world is a falſe copy, and a 9 15 guide to follow, 
Remember my love to your husband; I with all to him Thave 
| written here. The ſweet preſence, the lotig-laſting good will 
| of our God, the warmly ard lovely comforts of our Lord ſeſus 
be with you. Help me his priſoner in your prayers 3 For! 


remember you J * 
* N Azerd. Aug. 8. a Tours in hu ſweet 
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* Worthy Miſtreſs, . 
Race; Merey and Peace he unto you: F !otig to hear Ron 
you; ſhear Chriſt hath been that kind as to vifit you with 
_ nec, and to bring you to the door of the grave, but ye four d. 
en ut ( btefled be his glorious Nane) while ye be riper 
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or eternity: He will have more ſervice of) ou, and therefore he | 


cketh of you; that heneetörthi „e he Fogeſt to your new Hu!- 
and che Son of God. We have all idol- love and are'whorifhly 
Wnclincd to love other things beſide our Lord zand chereſore our 
Cord humeth for our love, mo ways than one or £wo.- O chat 
„% had his on of us ! 7 know he will not want you, an 

ber is a ſweet wiltulnets in bis Love; and ye have as good cattle 
SES" the poet pr Be be head ſtrong, and peremptory in your 


ve to Chrift, a 
nd the world: if it were mort, it is little enough, yea, too little 
! Chriſt. Lam now every way in good terms with hit, he 
ch fee a baniſhed priſonet as à ſeal on his heart, and as 2 
rt on his arm: that crabbed and black tree or the crols, 
agleth upon we now; the alarming noiſe of the croſs is 
ore than it ſelf. I love Christ's gloons, better than the 
rd worm- eaten joys. Oh if all the kingdom were as I amy 
WE: cept theic bonds! My, lofs, is gain; my {adnets, Joyful ; my 
onds, iberty ; my tears; comfortable: This world is not wot 5 
—_ rink of cold water 6 but Chriſt's love aaſteth a great beat: 
cen, and at} the ſalt ſea, and the rivers of the earth cannat 
eench it. Lrementber you to God ; ye have the prayers of? 
Þprifoner of Chriſt: Grace, grace be with you. | 
- Aberd. March 9. 

. 5 Th 


Towrs in hi ſweet Lord 
FJeſu, S. N. 


J the Lady K ASK IBH RR N. 
Madam, 
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Sz you? £4/9ſoip is: I knovy not ho to requite your L 
n oer 1 8 6 9 — 
s kindne S, but your love to the laints, Madam, is laid up 
Wn heaven; Iknow it is for your Welbeloved, Chiift's-lake, 
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and not to part or divide your love betwixt hint 
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Y Race, Mercy, and Peace be to you : I long to hear how 


bat ye make his friends fo dear to you, and concern your (ft 
ip them. I am in this hovte of pilgrimage,every Way 
Ele; Chriſt is moſt kind and Joying to my foul : it 
„ | E pleaſeth 
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66 Mr. RytherfoorÞ's FEpiſt. 2 
pleaſeth him to feaſt with his unſeen conſolations, a ſtrang es, 
and an exiled priſoner : And I would not exchange my Loc 3 
Teius, with all the comfort ont of heaven; his yoke is ebe 
and his burden light. This is his truth I now fuffer +: , 


for he bath ſealed it with his blefſed preſence : I know Chil ; 
Mall yet win the day, and gain the battle in Scotland. 


be with you. 4 
Aberd. March 7. Tezrrs in hi ſweet 1.:11 
* "= , 
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| To Mr. JAMES BRUCE, Miniſter of the Geſpei. 


Reverend and welbeloved Brother, _. —_—_— 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: Upon the near: al 
acquaintance, that we are Father's children, I thous: 

good to write to you. My caſe in my bonds, tor the honou: « Y | 
my roval Prince and King Jeſus, is as good. as becometn 
witnefs of ſuch a Sovereign King. At wy firſt coming, bither, ll 
was in great heavineſs, wreitling with challenges, being vu. 
dened in heart, (as I am yet) for my ſilent ſabbaths, and 
2 bereft peopic, young ones, newborn, plucked from 
breaſts. and the childrens table drawn. I thought I was a d 
1 tree caſt over the dike of the vineyard: but my ſecret c 
8 4 , ceptions of Chriſt's love, at his tweet and long-dehred retu 
þ tomy foul, were found to be a lie of Chriſt's love, forged by i: 
zempter, and my on heart, and I am perſwaded that it was \« 

Now there is greater peace and ſecurity within than befor: .Y 
The court is raiſed and di miſſed, tor it was not fenced .: BY 
bj God's nam: : 1 was far miſtaken, who ſhould have ſummonc 
5 Chri7 tor unkindnels : miſted faith, and my fever conceive: 
5 amils of him: Now, row, he is pleaſed to feaſt a poor priſor Y 
| er, and to refreſh me with Joy unſpeakable and glorious ; 
1. as, the holy Spirit is Wit neſs, that my ſufferings are for Chri 
5 truth: and God forbid I ſtiould deny the teſtimony of the he 
£ Spirit, and make him a falſe Witneſs. Now I teſtifie unde 


Ry 
- . 


| my hand, out of ſome imall experience, that Chriſt's cau 
{ eyen with $he,crofs } is better than the king's crown; 210 
That his reproaches are {weet, his crots perfumed, the wall 


ef my priſon fait and large, my loſſes gain. I deſire you, 
dear BÞr/ther, help me to praiſe, and remember me in you 
| prayer to God. Grace, grace be with you. Ro of 
 ttberd. March 14. Wuart in dur Loi 
ZZ 34 $. K. 


I . 


= 


*. 4 
2 


. 
4 
* 
o 


id 34 LETTERS. 67 
» the Lily EARLSTOUN, 


Mitre 5, 8 : 
Race, Mercy and Peace be to you : I long to hear how 
your ſou! proſpereth. 1 exhort you to go on in your 
ourney : your day Is ſhort, and your afternoon-lun will ſoon go 
on: make an end of hour accounts with your Lord; tor 
each and judgment are tides that bide no man: Salvation is 
ppoſed tc be at the door, and Chriſtianity is thought an cake 
Was k; but 1 find it hard, and the way rait add narrow, were it 
Wo: that my guide is content to wait on me, and to care for a 
ed traveller. Hurt not your conſcience with any Known fan: 
et your children be as lo many flowers, borrowed from God: 
the Howcrs die of wither, thanx God for a ſummer's-loan ot 
hem, and keep good neighbourhood, to borrow and lend with 
in. Set your heart upon heaven, and trouble not your \{pt- 
it with this clay-zdol of the world, which is but vanity, and 
ach but the luſtre of the rain-bovy in the air, which cometh 
ad goeth with a flying March-ſhower : Clay is the idol ot 
eſtards, not the inheritance'of the children. My Lord hath 
er plcaled te make many unknown faces laugh upon me, 
=: hath made me well content of a borrowed fire-fde, and a 
orrowed bed: 1 am feaſted with the joys of the holy Ghoſt, 
amy Royal King beareth my charges honourably. 7 love 
e {ncl! of Chriſt's ſweet breath, better than the world's gold. 


7 would 7 had help to praiſe him. The great Meſſenger of 
„ee Cos enant, the Son of God, eſtabliſh you on your Rock, 
„Id keep you to the day of his coming. | 
= Aberd. March 7. Tours in hy ſweet Lord 
4 4 | 1837. | | Je ſua, I; K. « 
| SES LET 0-U MN: 

eff A OT 1 | 

9 Worthy and much honoured, 

19 Race, Mercy and Peace be to you : I received your Letter 


from my Brother, to the whic!: I row anfiver particular- 
I confeſs two things of my ſelf. 1. Wo, wo is me, chat 
en ſhould think there is any thing in me: He is my witne's, 
"Pc iore whom 7 am as Chryſtal, that the ſecret houſe-de vils, 
r bear me too oft company, and that this fink of corrupti- 
r which 7 nod within, maketh me go with low lails: and 
We ethers ſaw what I ge, they would look by me, but not to a7” 

E 2 2. 


3 


- — — — 
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lug ring; let me be weighed in God's even balance, if my ic 


- ſp*akable and glorious, that 7 never purpoled to bring Ch. 


E Ber ; but do not ſatishe my deſires : His dieting of my ſou! 
: 


Mr. Ratberfoord's Epiſt. 3. 
2. 1 know this ſhower of his free grace behoved to he on 11 
atherways / would have withered. f know allo, / have n 
a buffeting tenipter, that grace may be put to exerciſe, ard 
kept low. Worthy and dear Brother in our Tord Jeſus, {writ 
that from my heart which ye now read. 4, } youch that Cr:/, A 
and Weating and fighing under his croſs, is Iweeter to me ' 
far,than all the Kingdoms in the world could poſhbly be. ; 
von and my deareſt acquaintance in Chriſt, reap any fruit by n 


he not fuhilled: What am J, to carry the marks of fuch a gr 
King? But howheit / am a ſink and ſinful mals, a wretch-/ 
captive of fin, my Lord Fejis can hew heayen out of Worſe tu 
ber than / am (if worle can be. ) 3. Lnow rejoyce with joy un 


not the leaſt hoot or hair-breadth ci, truth under tryſtiny : / 
deſired to have and keep Chri/t all alonę, avd that be fhou!! 
never rub clothes with that hlack-skin d harlot of Rome. 1 
now fully paid home, ſo that nothing aileth me for the pic 
ſent, but love: ſiekneſs tor a real paſleon of my faireſt & 
beloved. I would give him my bond urder my faith and hand, 
to friſt heaven an hundred years longer, ſo being he wou! 
Lay his holy lac to my ſometinves wer checks. Oh, who wou'! 
not _pity me, to know how fain ] would have the King ſhakir, 
the Tree. of Life upon me; or letting me in to the Well 
Lite with my old dith, that / might be drunken with the Fon 
ain, here, in the houfe of my pilgrimage |, 7 cannot, nau). 
Would, not, be quit of Chriſt's love. He hath left the mark |: 
hind where he gripped: He gecth away, and leaveth me an 
his burning love to wreſtle together, and I can ſcacce win 
meat of his love, becauſe of abſence : My Lord piverh me bu! 
hungry half kiſſos, which {-rve to feed pain, and increaſe bu 


us race, maketh ine lean 3-7 have gotten the wail and cho 
of Chriſt's croſſes, even the tithe and the flower of the gold © 
all croſſes, to bear itneſs to the truth; and herein, find“ 
berty, joy, atceſs, life, comfort, love, faith, ſubmithon, - 2 
tience, and reſolution to take delight in on-waiting : and wit" 
$1 in my race he hath coine near me, ad let nie fee the go 
and crown : What then want! but fruition and real „ 
which is reſerved to my country? Let no man think he {hall 
loſe at Chriſt's hands in ſuffering for him. 4. For thele pie 
lent trials, they are molt dangerous: for people ſhall be {tier 
off their feet with well-waſhen, and white-akin'd. Pretences 
| | | al 


8 4 


— 


1 | 
Almighty in the Lord's Pond, that they hall driak and {pue, | 


Mall watch over our oĩties; houſes great avd fag ſhall, be da- 
Plate without, an inhabitant: The Lord bath. 


n,, re 


ring of my ſufferings in his don hand. 7. As for my deliverance, 
that miſcarrieth; am here, by my Lord's grace, to lay my hand 
on my mouth, to 5 ſilent and wait on: my Loxd Jefus is on his 
Journey for my deliverance; L will not grudge that he xunneth . 
not ſo faſt as I,would haye him: On · waiting till the ſwelling 
rivers fall, and till my Lord ariſe as a mighty ma g aſter won 
wine, hall be my beſt.: I have not yet refiſted to blogd. 
3. O how often am I laid in the duſt, and urged. by the temp- 
ter, ( who can ride his own errands upon our lying apprehen- 
tions) to fin againſt the 1 love of my Lord: 
When 1 think upon the ipaxrows, and ſwallows that build 
their nelts in the Kirk of r and of my dumb Sabbaths, 
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170 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 


my ſorrowful bleired eyes look aſqulnt upon Chriſt, and 
ſent him as angry. Hut in this trial, all honour»tc ©1: Wl 
princely and royal King, faith laileth fair before the wi:.1, i 
with ory? up, and carrieth the poor piflenger through. | ll 
lay inhibitions upon my thoughts, that they receive no {1.1 al 
ders of my only, only. Beloved :* Let him even ſay out of |. 
own mouth, There 4 #0 hope; yet I will die in that fweer :--. 
uile, It wnot jo; 1 ſpell ſe: the ſalvation of Ged. Let me. 4 Ky 
eceived really, and never win to dry-land; it is my Joy 9 
believe under che water, and to die with faith in my 1:11 
gripping Chriſt: Let my conceptions of Chiriſt's love, go tot!» ll 
rave With me, and to hell with me, I may not, I dare 
guit them. I hope. to keep Chriſt's pawn - If he never cone 
to looſe it, let him tee to his own promiſe. I know, pre 
iumption, howheitt it be made of ſtoutneſs, will not thus i: | 
Wilful in heavy trials, Now, my deareſt in Chriſt, the gre: 
Meſſenger of the covenant, the only wile and all-fufkcient c. 
hovah eftsblith you to the end. I hear the Lord hath been 
pour houſe, and hath called home your wiſe to her ret. | 
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now, Sir, ye ſee the Lord loofing the pins of your tabs 1 
nacle, and woving your love from this plaiſtered and o 


gilded world; and calling upon you, to be making your c | 
x*ady to go to your Father's ountry, which ſhall be a fw BY 
fruit af that viſitation. Ye know, tc fend the Comforter, was : li 
King's word when he aſcended on nigh : Ye have claim to, 
intereſt in that promiſe. Remember my loye in Chriſt to your Jl 
father z ſhew him, it is late and black night with him: his 
long lying at the water-fide, is, that he may look his pap- ll 
ore he take ſhipping, and be ag a point for his laſt anſwer b. 
fore his Judge and Lord. All love, all mercy, all grace, and 1 ö 
peace, all multiplied ſaving confolations,' all joy and faith in 
Chriſt, all ſtabiſity and confirming ſtrength of grace, and itt | 1 
zood- will of him that dwelt in the buſh be with you. H 


Aberd. 15. June, Jour un worthy brot her NR 5 1 
1637. | feet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


—— — — — 
Wh To MARION M<NAUGHT:; | 
. - » Worthy and deareſt in the Lerd. 4 

1 Ever loved ( {ice I knew you) that little vineyard of i: I 

Lord's planting in Galloway; but now much more, fine: J ; 
I have heard that he, who hath by fire in Zion, and by f. 
nace in Jerufalem, hath been pleaſed to ſet up à furn. 
vnongſt you, wiel the furſt in this kingdom: He who make? 
: | ein GW | 5 ik 9 


. 


1 


Epiſt. 35. LETTERS. 71 
id things new, ſeeing Scotland, an old drokie and ruſted Kirk, 
is beginning to make a new clean Bride of her, ad to brin 
young, chait wife to himſelf out of the fire. Thus fire ha 
he auenched, fo ſoon as Chriſt hath brought a clean Spouſe 
thorow the fire. Therefore, my dearly heloved in the 1 „fear 
rot a worm: Fear not worm Jacob, Chriff is in that plea, 
and ſhall win the plea: Charge an unbelieving heart, under 
the pain of trealon againſt our great aud royal King Jeſus, to 
Jependence by faith, and quiet on-waiting on our Lord: get 
you into j our chambers, and ſhut the doars about you; iti, in 
with pred to your ſtrong hold, ye priſoners df hope; ye doves, 
foe in to Chriſt's windows, till the indignation. be over, and 
the ſtorm be paſt : Glorifie the Lord in your !ufferings, and 
take his banner of love and ſpread over you; others will follow 
You, if they (ee you ſtrong in the Lord; their courage ſhall 
cake life from your chriſtian carriage : look up and fee who is 
coming; lift up your head, he is coming to fave, in garments 
dy ed in blood, and travelling in the greatneſs of by ſtrength. L 
Wugh, 1 fmite, | leap for joy, to tee Chriſt coming to ſave you 
ſo quickly. O ſuch wide ſteps as Chriſt taketh! Three or tour 
hills are but a ſtep to bim; be sbippeth over the mountains. 
«rift hath ſet a battel betwixt bis poor weak ſaints and hisene- 
mics ; he waileth the weapons for been parties, and ſaith to the 
enemes, Take you a ſword of ftee!, law. authority, parlia- 
ments, and kings upon your ſide, that is your armour : And. 
he aich to his Eine! [ give you a feckleſs tree - ſ Word in your 
hand, and that is ſuffering, receiving of ſtrokes, ſpoiling of 
your goods, and with your tree- word ye ſhall get and gain 
the victory. Was not. Chriſt dragged thorow the ditches cf 
deep diſtreſſes, and great ſtraits ? and yet Chriſt, who is your 
head, hath win through with his life, howbeit not with 2 
whole skin. Ye are Chris members, and he is drawing his 
members thorow the thorny hedge up to heaven after him; 
Chriſt one day will not bave fo much as a pained toe; buy 
there are great pieces, and portions of Cbriſꝰs my {tical body, 
not yet within the gates of the great high city, the nem Jeru- 
ſalem: and the dragon will ſtrike at Cbrif?, fo long as there is 
one bit or member of Chriſt's body out of heaven. I tell you 
Cbriſt will make new work out of old fore · caſten Sgotland, a 
gather the old broken boards of his ta bernacle, and pin them, 
and nail them together: but bills and ſupplications are up in 
heaven, Chrift hath cotfers full of them; there is merey on the 
oder ide of this his erols 3 a good anſwer to all our bills is 
| Putt — | | agreed 
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72 Mr, Rutherford Epiſt, 35, 

agreed upon: I mutt tell you what lovely Tefus, fair ehe, Al 
Vive Jelus hath done to my foul ; ſometimes he ſendęth me ou; 
2ftanding driuk, and whitpereth a wordthorow the wall; and 1 
am well content of Kindel at the ſecond hand; his bode is ever 


welcome to me, be what it will; but at other times he will e 3 


— 8 ——_ 
— «4 
= "I. "> = RI — 
vis * F %- . 


; dul, is ſweet, and bath no fault, but that it is too ſhort; I 

; careleſs, and ſtand not much on this, howheit loins, and bac, 
ö and ſhoulders, and head rive in pieces, in ſtepping up to * 
y Fathei's houſe. T1 know, my Lord can make long, and bre. 
; 


f My dearly belcved, ye have often retrethed me, but that as put 
1 p in my Miſter's accounts; ye have him debtor for me: hi: 
7” it ye wilt do any thing for me (as know ye will ) now in n 
ql xtremity, tell all my dear friends, that a priſoner is fette ed, 
5 and chain'd in Chri/Fs love; Lord, never looſe the fetters : @n 


Nerz ſuffering is the profeſſer's goldengarment ; there ſhall be 
be! 9 175 L of 1 7 Ton witnelles ot muh 
betwiat Chriſt and me, at communion-feaſts, the remembranc: il 
whereat (bow beit I be feaſted in ſecret) holleth my heart 
Tac put from the board - head and the King's firſt mels, to 
by-board, and his broken meat is ſweet unto me. I thank m 
Lord for borrowed crumbs, no leſs than When 1 was feaſted ©: 
bby communion-table in Anwoth and Kirkcudbright. Pray $11! 
may get one day pt Chrift in publick, as have had long-favce, 
before my eyes be cloſed. Oh that my Maſter would take up 
bauſe again, and lend me the keys of his ine - cellar again, a 
God ſend me borrowed drink till then. Remember my love i: 
brift's kinſmen with you. I pray for Chriff's Father's ble 
ing to them all. Grace be with you ; a priſoner's bleſſing be 
| With ou; 1 write it, and I bide by it, God ſhall be gloxzou: 
Ip A ie M*<Naught, when this ſtor my blaſt hall be over. 
9 woman beloved of God, believe, rejoice, be ſtrong in t 
o 
Aberd. 16, June,. Tear brother in buys ſmret Led 
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3 piſt. 36, LETTE R'S. on 73 
Y 7 JOHN GORDON af Riſco % Galloway, 


My worthy and dear brother, 

A lipepd mot your ſhort ſand-glafs, which runneth very fall > 

A 2 dur Lord in time: let me obtain of you a letter 
der yaur Landy for a promiſe to God, hy bis Grace, to take a 
4w courſe of walking with God : He en is rot at the next 
bor, I find it hard ts hea Chriſtian ; there is na little thruſting 
nd thronging, to thruſt in at heaven's gates, it is caſtle ta- 
cn by force: many ſball ſtrive to enter iu, and ſhall not be able. 
Meſrech, ard obteſt you in the Lord, make contviencs of raſn 
1d paſſiunate oaths, of raging ard ſudden revenging anger, of 


- : * * FI FEET: s. ** Ft 7-7 r 4 8 hs 
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ranking, of needleſs campanionry, of Sabbath-breaking, - 
t. | hurting any under you, by word, or deed,of hating rm Bae 
„ Wc ics. Except ye receive the kingdom of God us @ little ehid, 


incl be as meek and ſaber · minded as a babe, ys cannot enter in- 

the kingdom of God: That is a word which ſhould touch 
au near; and make you ſtoop, and caſt your ſelf down, ard 
nake your great ſpirit fall. I know, this will not be eatdly 
one; but I recommend it to you, as you tender your ore of 
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1s kingdom of heaven. Brother, I may from new experience" 
eak of Chri/#to you. Oh if ye ſaw in him, what /ice! A 
AÞ vcr of God's unſeen joys have flowed from bank to hrae over 
„ny fou!, ſince I parted with you: 7 wiſh I wanted part, fo 
rein ye might have; that your foul might be ſick love for 
Chriſt, or rather ſatiate with him: This clay-1dol, the world, 
would ſeem to you then not worth a fig; time will eat you 
aut ot: poſſeſſion of it: when tlie eye-ſtrings break, and the 
breath groweth eold, and the impriſoned ſoul looketh out at the 
windows of the elay-houſe, ready to leap out into Eternity, 
what would ye then give for a lamp full of ail ? O ſeek it now. 
daſire you to correct and curb banning, iwearing,, lying, 
drinking, {abbath-breaking, and idle ſpending of the Lord's 
day, in abſence from the Kirk, as far Wear authority reach- 
ech in that pariſh. I hear a man is to be ttiruſt into that place, 
£0 the which 7 have God's right; I know, ye ſhould have a 
yoice by God's word in that, Ads i. 15, 16. to the end, and 
Adds vi. 2,5. Ye would be-loth that any Prelate ſhould put you 
ut of your | ſſeſſibh earthly, and this is your right. [7 werits 
bo your wife. "Grace be with you: · | 1 
Aberd. Mureh 14. ' + 'Towr hy *. 
5 1637 enn 6 ; R. 
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74 Mr. Ratherfoord's | Epiſt. 77 


; "NTT Te the Lady HAL HILL. 

\ | Dear and chriſtian Lady, 0 
1 Race, merey and peace he to yo. L longed much to u i 
1 to your TLadyſbip; but now the Lord offering a fit 04 
Ki 


| tion, I would not omit todo it: I cannt bur acquaint Your 
! Ladyſpip with the kind dealing of Chriſt to my foul int. 
} houſe of my pilgrimage, that your Ladjhip may know Ci 
. as good as he is called: For, at my firſt entry into this cri 
8; (being calten down and troubled with challenges and jealoul 
1 of his love, whole Name and Teſtimony I now bear in n. 
: bands) Lfeared nothing more, than that L Was caſten over the 
Aike of the vineyard, as a dry tree; but, blefled be his gre 
Name, the dry tree was in the fire and was not burrc, his dy 
came 401vn and quickned the root of a withered plant, anq n 
he 1s come again with joy, and hath been pleaſed to fealt his 1 
iled and afflicted priſoner with the joy of his confolations: 11 
] weep, but ant not ſad; I am chaſtned, but I die not; Ib. 
lols, but { want nothing: this water cannot drown me, thi: 
fire cannot burn me,becauſe of the geod-will of him that dec 
in the bah. The worlt things of Chriſt, his reproaches, his 
croſs, is better than Egypt's trealures. He hath opened his door, 
and taken into his houle of wine,a poor ſinner, and hath left :: 
fo i:k of love tor my Lord ſeſus, that if heaven were at my d. 
poſing, I would give it for Craft, and would not be content 0 
go to heaven, except I were perſwaded Chriſt were there 
would not give, nor exchange my bonds, for the P. velvets ; nor 
my prilon, tot their, coaches 3 nor my ſighs for all the worid's 
: laughter; this clay-idol, the world, hath no great court in wy 
} ſou} : Chriſt hath come, and run away to heaven with my hc: 
and my love, ſa that neither heart nor love is mine; I pray God. 
Chriſt may keep both without reverſion. In my eſtimation, 25 
Iam now diſpoſed, if my part of this world's clay were rouped 
and fold, I would thinkitdear of a drink of water. I fee Chr:/: + 
if love is ſo kingly, that it will not abide a marrow; it muſt ha 
. a throne, all alone in the ſoul; and 1 ſee apples beguile bairns, 
0 hawbeit they be worm · eaten: the moth- eaten pleaſures of this- 
{ preſent. world make bairns believe, ten is a hundred, an: 
it yet all that are here are but ſhadows ; if they would draw by 
bs 7 the curtain that is hanged hetwixt them and Chri/f,they ſhould 
4 think themſelves fools, who have ſo long miskenned the Son 
God. J ſeok no more, next to heaven, but that he may be go 
+. | | ri: 
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Fart to the gate, to ſeek that which this vo 


pid. 38, LET T HRS. 
ined in a Priſoner of Chi; and that in my behalf many 
ould praiſe his high and glorious Name, who heareth the 
ng of the Priloner. Remember my der vie to the Laird 


Four Husband, and to your Son my acquaintance : I wiik 


hy iſt had his young love, and that in, th. Tips. he would 
Ed knowet! not, and 
therefore doth not ſeck it. I be grace ot our Lord \elus Cbriſt 


Wc ith you. 


Hberd. March 14, 1637. Tours in bit ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


83 — 
To the Right Honourable my Lord LINDSAY, 


* 
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— . — 


Right H mourable and my very good Lord, | 

ace, mercy and peace, be to your Let 3 Pardon m 
boldneſs to expreſs my lelf to your Lordſhip, at this o 
;-:d/ul a time, when your wearied and triendleſs Mether-kirh 
i: looking round about her, to ſee, if any of her Sons doth 
cally bemone her deſolation: Therefore, Y deer and worthy 
Lord, 1 beſeech you in the Bowels of Chriſt, pity that widow- 
ike Siſter and Spouſe of Chriſt. I know, her Husband is nat 
dead; but he ſeemeth to be in another country, and ſeeth well, 
nd beholdeth who are his true and tender-hearted friends, 
who dare venture under the water to bring out to dry - land 
Faking truth, and who of the Nebles will caſt up their arm, 
to ward a blow. off the Crowned-head of our Royal Law-g:ver, 
who reigneth in Zion, who will plead and contend for Jacob, 
in the Ko of his controverſie. It is now time, my wortby and 
noble Lord, for you, vo are the little nurſe-fatbers (under 
our Sovereign Prince ) to * on courage tor the Lord jeſus, 
and to take up a fallen Orphan, ſpeaking out of the duſt, and 
to embrace in your arms Chriſt's Bride: he hath no more in 
S:1/and that is the delight of his eyes, hut that one little 
ſiſter, whoſe breaſts were once well-{aſhioned ;- She once ra- 
viſhed her Welbeloved with her eyes, and oyercame him with 
ber beauty; She locked forth as the morning, fair 4s the moon, 
iar as the San, terrible as an army with banners: ber ftature 
ws like the palm-trte, and her breafts like cluſters of grapes, 
ard ſhe beld the King in bis galleries, Cant. iv. 9. and vi. 10. 
ard vii. 5, 7. But now the cxown 7s fallen from ber bead, and 
ber geld maxed dim, and our white Nazerites are becopre 

black 4 the ccal. Bleſſed are they who will come out and hel 
Chriſt 2 the mighty: The ſhields of the earth and tlie 
Nobles #&+e debtors to Chriſt for their honour, and ſhould 
1 | 4 | bring 
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409 ring their glory and honour to the new Feruſa ; 
ev. xxi. 24. Alas that great men ſhould be fo far front 
King themſelves to the l yeet yoke of Chrilt, that they ic? 
is bonds aſunder, and think, they dow not go on foot why 
Chrilt is on Horſehack, and that every nod of Chriſt, cy 
manding as a King, is a load like a mountain of iron; 
therefore they ſay, Thi man ſhell nit reign over us, we nn! 
have another King than Chrilt in his own houſe. . There 
Kkneelto Chritt and kiſs the Son, and let hint have your Lore 
vote, as your alone Law-giyer. I am lure, when you leave 
old ivaſte inns of this perithing life, and ſhall reckon 
your hoſt, and depart hence, and take ſhipping, and make 
yer for eternity, which isthe yonder fide of time, anda {nd 
glaſs of threeſcore ſhort years is running out; To look 
Four ſhoulder then, to that which ye have done, ſpoken, +1 
ſuFered for Chriſt, his dear Bride (that he ranſomed with thy 
Hlood, which is more precious than gold) and for truth, «n{ 
the freedom of Chriſt's Kingdom; „our accounts ſhall ut 
ſweetly finile and laugh upon you, than if you had two worlds 
of gold to leave to your poſterity. O my dear Lord, corfily, 
that ou! Maſter, £terpity, judgmert, and the laſt reckoring 
will be upon us in the twipkling of an eye: The blaſt of 
laſt trumpet, now hard at Og will cry down all A 
Parliament, all the determinations of pretended Ae, 
againſt Chriſt our Law-giver: There will be ſhortly a vv 
clamation by one ſtanding in the clouds, that tine that) be 7 
ore, and that cout with Kings of clay ſhall he no more; 
pris, confnements, forfeitures of Nobles, wrath of, Kings, 
hazard of lands, houſes, and name for Cbriſti ſhall b: 
more. * world's ſpan: length of time is drawn now to- 
than half an inch, and to the point of the evening of the da 
of this old and gray-hair'd world : And therefore be fixed and 
laſt for Chriſt and his truth for a time; and fear not bin, 
'whole life goeth out at his noſtrils, who ſhall die as a mar. | 
am perſwaced Chriſt is reſponſal, and law-hiding, to make e- 
compence tor any thing that is hazarded or given out for him 
lofles for Chriſt are but our 2nods given out in bank in Chr if 
hand. Kings earthly are well-favoured little clay gods, 
time's idols; but a ſight of our inviſible King ſhall decry au! 
Aarken all the glory of this world. At the day of Chriſt, tri) 
Mall be truth, and not treaſon : Alas! it is pitiful, that filence, 
"when the thatch of gur Lord's houſe hath taken fixe, is 
the flower and the bloom of court and ſtate - wiſdom; And 0 
EFT | 1 5 | Cal 
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a ait a covering over à good proteſſion, (as it it bluſhed at ligbt) 1 
i thought a canny and ſure way through this life: But the N 


Niet way, I am periwaded, is, to tine and, win with Chriſt | 
«nd to hazard fairly for him; for heaven is hut a company o | 


a | 2 1. 

noble venturers for Chriſt. 1 dare hazard my foul, Christ Inall Þ 

Y grow green and Holter as the roſe e of Sharon yet in Seotland 3 1 
. ho hyelt now his leaf ſæemeth to wither, and his root to dry ups 3 
By Y our noble Anceſtors have been inrolled amongſt the wort bieg 1 


this nation, as the ture friends of the Bridegroom, and va- | 
liant for Chriſt ; JI hope, ye will follow on, to come to the 4 
treets for the ſame Lord; the world is op yea and nay 
with Chriſt : it ſhall be your glory, and the ſure foundation of” A 
your houſe (now when houſes are tumbling down, and birds | 
hiilding their neſts, and chorns and briers are growing up, | 
where nobles did ſpread a table) if you engage your eſtate and 
nobility for this noble King ſeſus, with whom the created 
Powers of the world are {til in tops: all the world {hall fall 
before him, and (as God liveth) every arm lifted up ta take 
the crown off his royal head, or that retulech to hold it u 

his head, ſhall be broken from the ſhoulder-blade the eyes 
that behold Chr iſt weep in ſackcloth, and wallow in his bloody 
and will not help, even thefe eyes ihall rot away iu their eye» 
holes. O if ye, and the Nobles of this Land, faw the beauty of 
that world's wonder, ſeſus our King, and the glory of him, 
who is Angels wonder, and heaven's wonder for excelleney 
Oh what would men count of clay-eitates, of tinie-eaten lifes 
of worm-eaten and moth-eaten worldly glory, in compariſon 
of that faireſt, faireſt of God's creation, the Son of the bather's 
delights. I have but {mall experience of fuffertng far him: 
but let my Judge and Witnels in heaven lay my loul iu the 
balance of Juſtice,if 7 find not a young heaven, and a little Para- 
Cie of glorious comforts and ſoul-delighting love-kiiſes of 
Chriſt, here beneath che moon, in ſuffer ing for him and his 
truth: and that the glory, joy, and peace, and fire of byes 
{ thought had been kept while ſupper-time, when we {hall get 
iciiure to fealt our fill upon Chriſf; I have felt it in glorious 
beginnings, in my bonds for this princely Lord fetus. Ob! it 
my ſorrow, my daily pain, that men will not come and fee : 
i would now be aſham 


* d to believe, that it ſhould. be poſſible 
* WY for roy foul ei think, thas he could he 3 loſer for c, AH. 
e ppoſe he ſhould lend Chriſt the Lordſhip of Lindan, or 
„ buch great warldly eſtate. Thetefars, any. U aut 
| WE WY: ear 
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dear Lord, ſet your face againſt the oppoſites of Jeſus, 1 
let your ſoul take courage to come under his banner, t ap, 
pear as his ſoldier for him; and the bleſſings of a falling Kir, 
the prayers of the priſ-ners of hee who wait for Zion's , 
and the goed will of bim that dwelt u the buſh, and iti 
ed not, Bal be with you. To his ſaving grace IT recomu 
your Lordſhip and your houſe, and am {till Chriſt's Priſoner, 
and | 

Aberd. Sept. 7. Tour Lordſhit”*s obliged ſervant 
i 1637. ſſweet Lord Feſus, S. N. 


To my Lora BO Y D. 


— . — — 


My very honourable and good Lord, 
Race, mercy and peace he to you. I am glad to beat 
that you, in the morning of your ſhort day, mind Chr:?; 

and that you love the honour of his crown and kingdom 
beleech your Lordſhip, begin now to frame your love, und 
to caſt it in no mould but one, that it may be for Chriſt on; 
for, when your love is now in the framing and making, 
will take beſt with Chriſt : if any other than ſeſus get 2 
of it, when it is green and young, Chriſt will be an uncout) 
and ſtrange World to you. Promiſe the lodging of your ou! 
Arſt away to Chriſt, and ſtand by your firſt covenant, an! 
keep to Jeſus, that he may find you honeſt. It is eaſie to ma 
ſer an arrow, and to ſet it right, ere the ſtring be drawn; bu 
when once it is ſhot and in the air, and the flight begun, 
then ye have no power at all to command it: it were a ble. 
ſed thing, if your love could now level only at Chriſt, cha- 
his fair face were the black of the mark ye ſhot at; for, whe: 
your love is loofed, and out of your prips, and in its motion 
to tetch home an idal, and hath taken a whorith gading jour- 
ney, to feek an unknown and ſtrange lover, ye ſhall nor ten 
have power to call home the arrow, or to be maſter of vou: 
love; and ye ſhall hardly give Chriſt, what ye ſcarcel) hav 
your felf; 7 ſpeak not this, as if Youth it ſelf could fetch 
caven and Chriit : Believe it, my Lord, :t'i5 hardly credib'e, 
what à neſt of dangerous temptations Youth is; how incu” 


= 


ſiderate, fooliſh, proud, vain, - heady, raſh, profane, 2d 


Careleſs of God, this piece of your life is; ſo that the devil 


Andeth in that age a garniſhed and {wept houſe for hin c 


aud ſeven devils worte than himlelf: for then affections 2 


9 


li 


mg * 7 od * 3 F" * - 
EA EEE IDE £9 wn 


 borſe-back, loſty and ſtirring; then the old Man hath 
ood, luſt, much will, and 'ittle wit, and hands, feet. Wan- 
n eyes, profane ears, as his ſervants, and as a king's officers 
vt command, to come and go at his will: Then 2 green con- 
{ci-nce is as ſouple as the twig, 0 a young Cree , it is tor 
every way, every religion, every lewd courte prevaileth with 
it: And therefore, O what a {weet couple, what a glorious 
yoke are Touth and Grace, Chriſt ard a young Man! This 
meeting not to be found in every town. None, who 1 
have been at Chriſt, can bring back to your Lordſhip a repory 1 
1-ycrahble to his worth; for Chriſt cannot be 7 of. or | 
commended according to his worth: Come and ſee, is the a 
woſt taithtul meſleuger to ſpeak of him; little perſwaſion } 
would prevail where this were. It is impolkble, in the ſet- | 
ting out of Chriſt's love, to lie, and pals over truth's line: a 
Tue diſcourſes of angels, or love-books written by the con- 
gregation of Seraphims (all their wits being wy ma” and 
melted in one) would for ever be in the nether ſide of truth, 
and plencifully declaring the thing as it is. The infinitenels, 
the bound of that incomparable excellency that is in 
10 eius, is a great word, God Jend me, if it were but the 
1 relicks and leayings, or an ounce. weight or two, of his 
matchleſs love; ; and, ſuppoſe 7 never got another heaven, 
(providing this bleſſed fire were evermore burning) I could 
not but be happy for ever. Come hitber then, and give 
out your money Wiſely for bread; come here, and bettow 
your love. I bave cauſe to {peak this, becauſe, except ye 
enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt, ye will be a cold ft iend to his 
zpoule; for it is love to the Husband that caulcth kindneſs 
to the Wife, I dare ſwear, it were a bleſſing to your Houſe, 
the honour of your Hencur, the flower of your credit, now 
in your place, and as far as ye are able, to lend your hand 
% your weeping Mother, even your oppreſſed ard ipoiled 
Matber- kirk. I ye love her, and beſtir your ſelf for her, 
and hazard the Lordſhip of Bd for the recovery of her 
vail (which the {miting-watchmen have taken from her) 
then ſurely ber Husband will ſcorn to ſleep in your com 
von or reverence. Bits of Lordſhips are little to him, 
ho bath many Crowns on his Head, and the Kingdoms 
o the World in the hollow, of his Hand. Court, Henour, 
Ulory, Riches, Stability of houles, Favour of Princes are 
mon his Anger-ends, O What glery were it te lend yo 
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jonour co Chriſt, and to his cue m. Ve arc one of Zioy's 


born ſons; your honourable and Chriſtian parents Od voy. 


Mrs you upon Chriſt's errands : Therefore 1 bettoth vt, 
y the mercies of God, by the. death and wound of Jef 
by the hope of your glorious inheritance, aid by the-coinfort 
amd hope of the joyful preſence, ye world have at the water 
hide, when ye are putting your ont in ihe dark grave, tale 
take courage for Chriſt's truth, and the bepmir of his fres 
Kingdom; for, howbeit ye be a young: lower, and greer; 
before the lun, ye know. not. how toon death will teauic yo; 
caſt your blirm, and wither tobt and branch and leaves: und 
therefore Write up what: vt have to do for Chriſt, and make 4 
treaſure of good works, and begin in time. By appearanc-. 
ye have the advantage of the.brae; fre what y&- can do tor 
Chrift, againſt th:ſe who are waiting while Chr fs tabetnacle 
fall, that they may run away with the boards thereof, and 
build their neſt on Zins ruines... They ate blind, who fer 
not lowns now pulling up the ſtakes, and breaking the cords. 
and rending the curtains of Chriff's (ſome times) beautitir! 
Feat in this Land: Antichrift is litting that Tent up upon 
his moulders, and going away with it; and when Chriſt and 
the Goſpel are out of ;Scettand, dream not that your houtes 


mall chrive, and that it fall po well with the Nobles of the 


Land: As the Lord liveth, the ſtreams of gur water: 
ſhall become pitch, and the dit of your land brimfſtons. 
and your land ſhall become burning pitch, and the owl ant 
the raven all dwell in your houſes ; and where your table 


oed, there ſhall grow briars and nettles, Waizh xxxiv. 0, 


11. The Lord gave Chriſt and his Goſpel as à pawn to 
Heotlan d: the Watchmen have fallen foul, and loſt their part 
of the pen; and who feeth not, chat God hath dried up 
their right eye, and their right arm, and bath broken che 


- thepherds ſtaves, and men are treading in their hearts upon 


fach unſavoury ſalt, that is good for nothing elſe? If ye the 


' Nobles put away the pawn alſo, and refule to plead the con- 


troverue of Zion wich the profeſſed enemies of Feſw, yc 
have dere with it. Oh! where is the contage and zes 


non of the ancient Nobles of this Land, who with their 


frrords, and hazard of Hife, honour and houſes, brought 
Chriſt to our hands? And now the Nöbles cannot be but 


guiſto of ſheuldering out Chriſt, ard murdering of the 


fouls of che polterity, if they fa hide themſelves, and 
3 a uric 
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luck in the lec- ſide of the bill, till the wind blow down the 


Temple of God, It goeth now under the name of wiſdom? 
tor men to caſt their clote over Chrift and their profeſſion, 
as if Chriſt were ſtolen goods, and durſt not be avouched : 
T hongh this be reputed a piece of poliey, yet God eſteem- 
eth ſuch men to be but State-fools and Court-grks, whatever 
they, or other heads of wit like to them, think of them- 
jelves ; ſince their damnable Silence is the ruine of Chriſt's 
Kingdom. O but it be true honour and glory, to be the faſt 


Friends of the Bridegroom, ard to own Chriſt's bleeding 


head, and his forſaken cauſe, and to contend legally, and in 
the wildom of God, for our tweet Lord ſclus, and his king- 
ly crown. But I wil! believe your Lordſhip will tak: Chriſt's 


Honour to heart, and be a man in the ſtieets (as the ptophet 


ſpeaketh) for the Lord ard his truth. To his rich grace and 
wert preſence, and the everlaſting conlolation of the promi- 
e Comforter, 1 recommend your Lordſhip. and am 
Aberdeen, Sept. 7. Tour Lordjhip's in hu ſweet 
1627. Lord Feſus,. S. R. 


** — 


To my Lad) BOYD. 


—— — — 


My very hanourable and Chriſtian Lady, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your 
Letter, aud am well pleaſed, that you: thoughts of 


Chriſt ſtay with you, and that your purpoſe ſtill is, by all 
- means, to take the kingdom of Heaven by violence, which 


is no imall conqueſt; and it is a degree of watchtiulneſs 
and thank fulneſs allo, to obſerve {leepinels and unthank- 
fulneis. We have all good cauſe to complain of falle light, 
that playeth the thief, ana ſtcaleth away the lantern; 
when it cometh to. the practice of conſtant walking with 
God, our journey is ten times day broken in ten pieces: 
Chriſt getteth but only broken and halfed and tired work 
of us, and alas too often againſt the hair. 7 have been 
ſomewhat nearer the Bridegroom; but when J araw nigh, 
and ſee my Vileneſs, for ſhame I would be out of bis 


prelence again; but yet defire of his ſoul-retreſhing love, 


2 bluſhing-me under an arreſt. O what am I, to 
othlom a burden of fin, to ſtand betide ſuch. a beautitul 
and holy Lord, fuch an high; and lofty One, who inhabi-. 
teth eternity? But, ſince it * Chriſt. to condeſcend 

| | | to 
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to ſuch an one as me, let ſhamefac'dneſs be laid aſide, and 


Joſe it ſelf in his condeſcending love. I would heartily }. 
content to keep a corner of the King's hall: Oh if I were; 
the yonder end of my weak deſires then ſhould I be Me 
Chriſt my Lord, and Lover, lives and reigns ; there I ſhov'. 
de evyerlaſtingly ſolaced with the fight of his face, and (11; 
ned with the ſurpaſſing ſweetveſs of his matchleſs love: Bu! 
truly now | ſtand in the nether fide of my deſires, and wit! 
a drooping head, and panting heart, I look up to fair Jus. 
Nanding afar off from us, while corruption and death $41! 
Acour and refine the body of clay, and rot out the bones 
the od man of fin. In the mean time, we are bleſſed in ic: 
ding word to the Beloved, that we love to love him; ard 
till then there is joy in wooing, ſuiting, lying about hi 
Nouſe, looking in at the windows, and {ending a poor od“ 
grones and wiſhes, through a hole of the door to Jeſus, . 
God fend a glad meeting: And bleſſed be God, that after 
low ebb, and ſo lad a word, Lord Jeſus, it is long fince | 
fam thee; that even then, our wings are growing, ant 
abience of ſweet Jolus breedeth a new fleece of defires an 


longings for him. I know no wan hath a velvet crols, bu: 


the croſs is made of that which God will have it. But ve 
ly, howheit it be no wat :antable market, to buy a cross; 
I dare not ſay, O that I had liberty co ſell Chriſt's croſs, 
therewith alto I ſhould ſell joy, comfort, ſenſe of love, 3. 
tience, and the kind viſits of a Bridegroom: And thereto: 
bleſſed be God, we get croffes unbought and good cheap. 
Sure ! am, it were better to buy croſſes for Chriſt, than i: 
ſell chem; howheit neither be allowed to us. And for Chritt 
Joyful coming and going, which your Ladiſhip ſpeaketh of. 
dear with it, as love can permit: it ſhould be enough to m-. 
if 1 were wiſe, that Chriſt will have joy and ſorrow half: 
of the life of the ſaints, and that each of them ſhould have - 
ſhare of our days, as the night and the day are kindly partrer* 


and halfers of time, and take it up betwixt them; Bur 


ferrow be the greedieſt halter of our days, bere, I know jos + 
day ſhall dawn, and do more than recompenſe all our i2* 
hours. Let my Lord ſeſus (ſince he will do fo) weave 17 
bit and ſpan-length of time, with white and black, well an 
wo, with the Bridegroom's coming and his fad departur-. 
as warp and woof in one web; and let the roſe be neigh- 
es with the thorn, yet hope (that maketh not 9 
l | at 


—_ 
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hath written a letter and lines of hope to the worrners in 
Zien, that it ſhall not be long ſo: When we are over the wa- 
ter, CEriſt ſhall cry down croſſes, and up heaven for ever- 
more; and down hell, and down death, and down fin, and 
down ſorrow; and up glory, up- lite, up joy for evgrmore. 
In this hope, I fleep quietly in Chriſt's boſom, till he come, 
who is not ſlaak; and would fleep fo, were it not tha“ the 
noiſe of the devil, and fin'sfeet, and the cries of an unbelic- 
ving heart awaken me; but tor the preſent, I have nothing 


. Whereof [ can accuſe Chriſt's crols. Oh it I could pleaſt my 


telt in Chriſt only! I hope, Madan, your lons will in 
* their power for Jeſus; for chere is no danger, neither 
there any queſtion or juſtling berwiat Carift and Auth rity 
though our enemies fallly ſtate the queition, as it Chriſt an 
Authority could not abide under one roof; the queſton on! 
is hetwixt Chriſt and Men in authority. Authority is for and 
from Chrij}, and ſib to him; how then can he make a plex 
with it2 Nay, the trurh is, worms and gods of clay are ri- 
ſen up againſt Chriſt. If the fruit of your Ladiſhip's womb 
be Helpers of Chriſt, ye have good ground to rejoice in Qod. 
All your Ladiſhip can expect for your goud-will to me and my 
brother (a wrouged ſtranger for Chriſt) is the prayers of 4 
omg of Telus, to whom | recommend your Ladiſhip, and 

ouſe and children, and in whom I am, 

Aberd. Sept. 8. . Madam, | | 

Me Tour Ladiſhip's in Chriſt, S. R. 

—C—— — ͤ—ä—U—̈—õj —_—_— OE 

To the Lady CULROSS 


— ee. 


_— 
_—_— 


Madan, e 
G mercy and peace be to you. I dare ot ſay Þ 
LJ wonder that ye have never written to me in my Bonds, 
becauſe I am not ignorant of the cauſe; yet I could not but 
Write to you. I know not, whether joy or heavineſs in my 
foul carrieth it away: Sorrow, without any mixture of ſweet- 


neſs, hath not. often. love- thoughts of Chriſt; but I lee the 


Devil can inſinuate himſelf, and ride his errands upon the 
thoughts of a poor diſtreſſed priſoner. I am wo that I am 


making Chriſt. my Unfriend by ſeeking pleas againſt him, be- 


cauſe Fam the firſt in the Kingdom put to uttet ſilenge, and: 
becauſe / cannot preach my Lord's right ouſteſs in the great 
congregation. I am notwithſtanding the leſs ſolicitous how 
at $0, it there be not wrath my cup» - But I know, «ns 
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claw my wounds, when my Phyſician hath forbidden ne 
I would believe, in the dark upon luck's head, and take 


tlier man's hed and fire ſide, ar 
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hazard of Chriſt's good-will, and reſt on this, that in my 
fever my Phyfician is at my bed ſide, and that he mp 
zethavith me when I figh. My borrowed hovſc, and 
i other loſſes, have no roo: 
in my torrow : A greater heat to eat out a leſs fire, is a g 
remedy for lome burning. I beleve, when Chriſt draw: 
blood, he hath skill to cut the right vein; and that he hat 


taken the whole ordering and diſpoſing of my fufferiny.. 


Let him tutor me, and tutor my crottes, as he thinker! 
g£oud: there is no danger hor hazard, in following fuch + 
Guide, kowbeit he ſhould lead me through hell, it I could 
put Faith toremoſt, and fill the field with a quiet on-wzt: 
ing, and believing to fce the Salvation of God. I know, 
Chriſt is not obliged to let me {ve both the ſides of my cross, 
and tuen it over and over, that I may fee all: My faith 
richer to live upon credit, and Chriſt's borrowed money, 
than to have much in my hand. Alas! I have forgotten that 
faith in times paſt hath ſtopped a leak in my crazed hats, 
and hath filled my fails with a fair wind. I fee it a work . 
God, that experiences are all loit, when fummors of impro 
bation, to prove our Charters of Chriſt to he counter, 
are raiſed againſt poor ſouls, in their heavy trials: But, t 
me be a ſinner, and worſe than the chief of ſinners, yea, : 
guilty Devil, Iam fare, wy Welbeloved is God: And when! 
lay Chriſt is God, and my Chriſt is God, | have faid al! 
things, I can ſay no more. I would I could build as muc' 
on this, my Chriſt u Ged, as it would bear; I might lay a4 
the world upon it. I am ſure, Chriſt untried, and untake" 
up in the power of his love, kindneis, mercies, goodnels, *. 
dom, long-ſuffering, and greatnels, is the rock that dimfight-d 
travellers daſh ther foot againſt, and ſo ſtumble fearfully. Bui 
my wounds are foreſt, and pain me moſt, when I fin againt: 
his love, and his mercy : ad if he would ſet me and my con- 
ſeience by the ears together, and reſolve not to rid the pla, 
but let us deal it betwixt us, wy ſpitting upon the fair face 
of Chriſt's love and,mercies, by my jealouſies, unbelict and 
doubting, would he enough to fink me. Oh, I am convin 
ced; (Lord, I ſtand dumb before thee for this: Let me be 
mine own judge in this, and I take a dreadful dooin upon mc 
for it; for I ſtill misbelicye, though I have ſeen that my Lord 
. —Y ht Retr hath 
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hath made my croſs, as it it were all cryſtal, ſo as I can fe 
thorow it Chriſt's fair tace and heaven, and that God hath 
honoured a lump of finful Aeth and hlood, the like of me, to 
be Chriſt's honourable Tor depriſcner. I ought to eſteem the 
walls of the Thieves-hole (if 4 were ſhut up in it) or any 
ſtinking dungeon, al! bung with tapeſtry, and moſt beautiful, 
tor my Lord e. and yet / am not lo thut up, but that 
the ſun ſhineth upon my priton, and the fair wide beayen is 
th- covering of it. But my Lord in his f\yeer viſits hath done 
more; for he makes me find, that he will he a confined Pri- 
foner with me: He lieth down, and rifeth up with me; when 
ieh, he ſigheth 3 when 1 weep, he ſuffereth with me: and 
J corfeſs, here is the bleſſed iſſue of my iuffering already he- 
gun, that my heart is filled with hunger and defre, to have 
him glorified in my tufferings. Bleſſed ye of the Lord, 
Madam, if ye would help a poor dyvour, and cauſe others 
of your acquaintance in Chriſt help me, to pay my debt of 
love, even real praiſes to Chriſt my Lord. Madam, let me 
charge you in the Lord, as ye will aniwer to him, help me 
in this duty (which he harh tied about my neck, with 2 
chain of ſuch ſingular expreſſions of his loving-rindnefs) to 
fet on high Chriſt, to hold in my honeſty at his hands; for 
have nothing to give tim. O that he would arreſt and 
compriſe my love and my heart for all! I am a dyvour, whe 
have no more free goods in the world for Chriſt, iave that: 
it is both the whole heritage Lhave, and all my moveables 
beſides; Lord, give the thirſty man à drink. Oh to be aver 
the cars in the well! Oh to be wattering, and {wimmir 
over head and ears, in. Chrilt's loye! I woald not have 
Chriſt's love entring in me, but I would enter into it, and 
be ſwallowed up of that love. But I ſre not my ſelf here; 
for I fear, I make more of his love than of himfelf ; whereas 
himſelf is far-beyond and much better than his love. Oh 
it I had my finful arms filled with that lovely One, Chriſt? 
Bleſſed be my rich Lord Jeſus, who lendeth not away beg- 
gars from his houſe with a toom diſh z he filleth the veſſel of 
inch as will come and ſeck We might beg our {elves rich, 
(if we were wiſe Y if we could but hold out our withered 
hands to Chriſt, and learn to ſuit, and ſeek, ask, and knock. 


"I ow my ſalvation for Chriſt's glory, I o it to Chriit, and 


doſire that my hell, yea a new bell, ſeyen times hotter than 
the old hell, might buy praiſes before men and ge Lo 
my Lord Jeſus; providing always J were free of Chriſt's 

| | P 3 3 7 > hatred 


86 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 45. 


bat red and diſpleaſure. What am J, to he forfeited and 14 


In toul and body, to have my great and royal King ſet 5 


ugh, and extolled above all ? O if 1 knew how high to hive 
im let, and all the world far, far beneath the ſoles of 
cet! Nay, I delexye not to be the matter of his praiſes, 
leis to be an agent in praiſing of him. But he can win b 
wn Glory ous of me, and out of one worſe than 7, (it 
ach be ) if it pleaſe his holy Majeſty ſo to do; be kro¼⁹˖ͤet 
that / am not now flattering him. Madam, let me have you; 
ayers, as ye have the prayers and bleiling of him thar [x 
Bed fromm his brethren. Grace, Grace he with you. 
Aberd. June 15+ Tour own is by ſmeet Lord 
1637. | Je ſus, 5 R. 


ere pn ede wi - r g r 
Te the Farl of CASSILLS. 


a uery Noble and Honourable Lord, © 
make (out of the Honourable and Chriſtian Repo 


* * 3 


1 { bear of your Loxdſhip, having vo ather thing to ſay, hut 


at which concerneth the honourable Cauſe, which the Land 
ath enabled your Lordſhip to profeſs) to write this, that it 
gur Kan crown, your glory, and your honour, to 
our ſhoulder under the Lord's Glory, naw falling to 
round; and to back Chriſt now, when ſo many think it vi“ 
flom, to let him fend for himſelf. The thiejds of the earth cet 
id, and do {till believe, chat Chriſt is a cumberſom neigh- 
aur, and that it is a pain to hold up his yea's and xay's : the; 
ar he take their chariots, and their crowns, and their b. 
our from tbem; but my Lord ſtandeth in need of none ©: 
ham all: But it is your glory to own Chriſt and his buried 
ruth; tor, let men ſay what they pleaſe, the plea with s 
nemies, in this: day of Jacob's trauble, is, I Chriſt ſhou!: 


q King, and #9 mouth ſpeak lews but his? It concern 


the Apple of Chriſt's Eye, and his Royal Privileges, wha: 
Now is debated : And Chriſt's bingly Honous is come to ve 


And nay. Bat let me be pardangd, vo dear aud noble Lu. 
20H, 


> beigech you by the mercies of God, by the corgforts of to 
Ipirit, by the Wounds of y r dear Saviour, by your con 
1 5 before the Judge of quick. and dead, to ſtand to: 
Ariz, and to back him. Oh if the nobles had dove the. 


Part, and been zealous for ths Lord it had pat begn as it i. 
N but men think is wildem to ſtand belidg Qhritt, ci 


i kead de broken, and ing dub: There ina time coming 


6 
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; 
2 


ſigbing of the priſoner, and is content to lay the head of his 


-< 
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when Christ will have a thick Court, and he will be the 
Glory of Scotland; and he ſhall make a diadem, a garland, 
a ſeal upon his heart, and a ring on his finger, of theſe, who 
bave avouched him before this faithlels generation: How 
beit, cre that come, wrath from the Lord 1s ordained for this 
land. My Lord, I have cauſe to write this to your Lordſhip, 
ſor I dare not conceal his kindneſs to the foul of an afflicte d, 
exiled priſoner; who hath more caule to boaſt in the Lord, 
than ſuch a ſinner as I? ho am feaſted with the conſolations 
of Chriſt, and have no pain in my ſufferings, but the pain of 
ſoul-ſickneſs of love for Chrift, and forrow that I cannot heip 
to found aloud: the high praiſes of him, who hath heard the 


oppreſſed ſervant in his boſorn, under his chin, and let him 
fes] the ſmell of bis garments. This I behoved to write, that 
your Lordſhip might know, Chriſt is as good as heis called ; 
aud to teſtify to your Lordſhip the cauſe, your Lordihip now 


9 3 before this mithleſt world, is Chriſt's: and your 


rdſhip ſhall have no ſhame of it. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March 12. Tour Zord ſbip s obliged 
To the mnch honoured f O HN OS BURN, Provoſt 
of Air. 


Much homory ed Ser, ; * 
Race, mercy, and peace be t you: Upon our fmall ac- 
quaintance, and the good report I hear of you, I could 

not but write to you: I have nothing to ſay, but Chrilt; in 
chat honourable place he hath put you in, hath intruſted you 
with a dear pledge, which is his own Glory; And-hath arny- 
ed you with his ſword, to keep the pledge, and make a good 
account of it to God. Be not afraid of men: Your Matter 
can mow down his enemies; and make withered hay of fair 
flowers: Your time will not be long; after your afternoon 
will come your evening, and after evening night: ſerve 
Chriſt, beck him, let bis cauſe be your cauſe ; give not an 
hair · breadth of truth away; for it is not yours, but God's. 
Then, ſince ye are going, take Chriſt's teſtificate with you 
out of this like Well done, good and faithful ſervant. His 
well done is worth a ſhi £1 of good=days and catthly ho- 
nours. I have cauſe to Gy this, becauſe 1 fl him Truth 
(gf, In my Gd days, Chriſt laugheth cheerfully, and 
WS + ow ach, 
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ith, AI will be well. Would to God, all this kingdom, a“ 
all that know God, knew what is betwixt me and Chriſt i: 
this priſon; what kiſſes, embracements, ard love-commur 
ings: I take his croſs in my arms with joy, I bleſs it; I x2joic: 
in it: Suftering for Chriſt is my garland ; I would not cx 
change Cbriſt for ten thouſand worlds; nay ( if the com- 
parito? could ftand ) I would not exchange Chriſt with hea- 
ven. Sir, pray for me; and the prayers and bleſſing of + 
priſoner of Chriſt meet you, in all your ſtraits. Grace 
Wit you, AE 


Aberd. March 14, Bars in Chriſt Jeſus Bo. 
- 6 » 1637. b Lord, 8. R. 
©. ROBERT GORDON Baalie of Ar. 
Worthy Sir, | 


Race, merey and peace be to you: J long to hear fro: 

you in paper. Remember your Chief's ſpeeches »: 
his death=bed : | pray you, Sir, fell all, and buy the Pearl; 
time will cut you from this world's glory: Look what will 
do you good, when your glaſs ſhall be run out; an tt 
Chriſt's love bear moſt court in your ſoul, and that court W 
bear down the love of cther things: Chriſt ſeeketh your e 
in your place, give him your hand. Who hath more cau!- 
o 3 others to own Chriſt, than I have? for he hat“ 
made ne ſick of love, and left me in pain to wreſtle wich 
zove, and love is like to fall a-fwoon, through his abſence : 3 
mean not that he deferreth me, or that 7 am ebb of com 
forts ; but this is an uncoutk pain. Oh chat L had an bear 
and 2 love to render to him back again! O if principaliric- 
and powers, thrones and dominions, and all the world. 
would help me to praiſe. Praiſe him in my behalf. Re 
member my love to your wife. I thank you moſt kindly to: 
your love to my brother. Grace he with you. 
Aberd. March 13. Kd Tours in his Fmeet Lo, 

1637 Jieſia, S. R. 


——— — 


PT . 
T JOHN KENNEDY Baillie of Air. 


Race, merty and peace be unto yon-: Your not writing 

th me, cannot bind me up from remembring you,- How 

gd then, chat at leaſt ye may be a witneſs and a third mar- 
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echold in paper, what is betwixt Chriſt and me. I was 
in his eyes like a young orphan, wanting known parents, 
enſten out in the open heids; either Chriſt behoved to take 
me up, and to bring me. home to his houte and fre-lide, elſe 
| had died in the fields: And now, I am homely with Chriſt's 
ſove, lo that I think the houſe mine own, and the Maſter of 
the houſe mine alſo. Chriſt enquired not, when he hegan to 
ve me, whether 1 was fair, or black, or {un-burnt ? ſove 
raketh what it may have. He loved me before this time, I 
now; but now have the flower of his love: Hts love is 
dome to a fair bloom, like à young role opened up out of the 
green leaves, and it caſteth a ſtrong and fragrant lme'l, 1 
want nothing but ways of expreſſing Chriſt's love: A ful 


oat coals, to make a fire in many Hhreaits of this land! Oh? 
icis a pity that there were not many impriſoned for Chriſt, 
or no other purpole, but to write books and love-iongs of 


.velſel would have a vent. O if I could ſmoke out and caſt. 


the love of Chriſt, This love would keep 1 created tongues 


of men and angels in reite, and buſie night and, day, to 
ipcak of it. Alas! 1 can ipeak nothing of it, but wonder at 
three things in his love, Firſt, Freedom. O that lumps of 
in ſhould. get ſuch loye for nothing Secondiy, I he ſweer- 


neſs of his love, I give over either to ipeak or write ot it 


but theſe that feel 1t,may better bear witnels, what it is: but 
t is fo fweer, that, next to Chriſt himſelt, nothing can match 
it, Nay, 4 think a foul could hve eternally bleſſed only on 


Chriſt's love, and feed upon no other thing: Yea, when 


Chriſt in love giveth a blow, it doth a foul good; and it is 
kind of comſort and joy to it, to get a cuff with the love- 
ly, ſweet, and foft hand of jeſus. And, Thirdly, What 
power and ſlreugth is in his love? I am perſwaded it can 
climb a ſteep hill, and hell upon its back; and ſwim through 
water, and not drown; and ſirg in the fire, and find no pain; 


and triumph in loſſes, priſons, forrows, exile, diſgrace ; and 


ſaugh and rejoice in death. Oh for a year's leaſe of the tenſe 
ot his love without a cloud, to try what Chriſt is! Oh for 
the coming of the Bridegroom ! Oh when will 1 fee the Bride- 
£ro0m and the Bride meet in the clouds, and kiſs each other 
Oh when will we get our day and our hearts-fill of that 
love! Oh if it were lawful to complain of the famine, 


and want of that lovę of the immediate viiun of God ! 0 


time, 


* 


* 


15 
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Aunder- What can I fav to Chri/t's lo 
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time, time, how doſt thou torment the ſonls of thoſe, tha 
would be ſwallowed up of Chriſt's love, becaule thon move 


ſo ſlowly! Oh it he would pity a poor priſoner, and blow lo». 


upon me, and give a priſoner: a taſte, or draught of that u. 
paſling iweetneis, (which is glory as it were begun) to be 
confirmation, that Chrift and } ſhall bave our ful of other to- 
ever: Cone hither, O love of Chriſt, that I may once kits thee 


before I die: What would I not give, to have time, that liech 
bet wirt Chriſt and me, taken out of the way, that we might 


once meet | cannot think hut at the firſt ſight I ſhall lee of 


that moſt lovely and faireſt face, love ſhall come out of his, 


two eyes, and fill me with aſtoniſhment : I would but de 
to ſtand at the utter ſide of the gates of the New Jeruſalem, 
and look thorow a hole of the door, and ive Chriff's face 
2a borrowed. viſion in this lite would be my borrowed ard 
begun heaven, while the long, long-looked for day daw:. 
It is not for nothing that it is ſaid, Coloſe i. 27. Chrift 1 
you tbe hope of Glory. I will be content of no pawn of heaven, 
but Chriff himſelf: for Chriſt, poſſeſſed by faith here, . 
young heaven and glory in the bud: It I had that pawn. | 
would bide horning and hell both, ere 1 gave it again. A 
we have here, is ſcarte the picture of glory: Should not we 


| young bairns, long and look for the expiring of our minority * 


were good to de daily begging propines and loye-pitts, 
and the Ner- — I" if we can do no more, 
ſeek crumbs, and hungry dinners of Cbriſt's love, to keep 
the taſte of heaven in our mouth, while ſupper- time. I know, 
it is far aſternoon, and nigh the marriage · ſupper of the Lani ; 
the table is covered already. O Welbeloved, run, run faſt 
O fair day, when wilt thou dawn! O ſhadows, flee away 
1 think, hope and love woven thorow other, make our ab- 
ſence from Chriſt, ſpiriteal rorment : It is a pain to wait 
on, but hope that inaketh not aſhamed ſwalloweth up tht 
pain. It is not ankindnefs that keepeth Cbriſt and us bon. 
| owe ? I think more than 

I can {ay : To conſider, that when my Lord Jelus may 
take the air (if I nay ſo ſpeak) and go abroad, yet he will 
be corfined and keep the priſon with me: But in all this 
{weet communion with him, what am I to be thanked for? 
I any but a ſufferer ; whether L will or not, he will be kind 
te me, as if he had defied my guiltineſs to make him unkind ; 
ſo he beareth in his love on me. Here I die pith , 
. 75 6 | | ; that 


=, 


Epiſt. 46. LETTERS. 91 
«hat juſtice hindreth not love; for there are note in hell, 
vor out of hell, more anworthy of ChrifFs love. Shame may 


confound and ſcar me, once to hold up my black mouth, to 


receive one of Chriſt's undeſer ved kiſſes: it my indes - ide 
were turned out, and all men ſaw my vilene's, they would 
ſy co me, It js a ſhame for thee to fland ſtill, while Chriſt biſs 
the and embrace thee : It would ſcem to become me rather 
to run away from his love, as aſhamed at my own unwor» 
thineſs. Nay, I may think ſhame to tat heaven, who have 
%o higly provoked my Lord Jeſus : But ſceing Corift's love 
wall ſhame me, I am cantent to be ſhamed. My deſire is, 
that my Lord would give me broader ani deeper thoughts, 
to fred my felf with wondring at his love: I would I could 
weizh it, but 1 have no balance for it. When 1 have worn 
my tongue to the ſtump, in praiſing of Chrift, I have done 
nothing to him; 1 muſt let him alone, for my withered arms 
will not go about his high, wide, lang and broad love. 
Vi hat: remaineth then, but that my debt two the love of 
Chr lie unpaid far all eterrity? All that are in heaven 
are black tham'd with his love, as well as 1; we muſt all 


be dyvaurs together; and the bleſſing of that howlg-tu), or 


heaven-tul of dyvours, ſhall reſt, fur ever upon him. O if 
this land and nation would come and ſtand beſides his in- 
conceivable and glocious perfections, and look in, and. love, 
aud wonder, and adore ! Would to God, 1 could bring 
in many lovers to Chriſts houſe ! Bur this natioz hath for+ 
ſaleu the fauntain of living waters. Lord, caſt not water 
on Scotland?s coal, Wo, wo will be to this land, becauſe af 
the day of the Lord's fierce anger, that is fo faſt coming, 
Grace be with you. | 

Aberd. | Tour affectionate Brother, iu aur 

Lord Je ſus, S. R. 


— 
— — —— — — — — — 


Je JOHN KENNED.Y, Buillic of Air. 


Worthy and dear Brother, | 
G mercy and peace be to you: | long to fee. you in 
this northern world, in paper; L know it is not for- 
N that ye write not: L am every way, in good Cale, 
2th in ſoul and body, all honour and glory. be tomy Lord: 
L want nothing, but a furthar Revelation. of the Beauty of 
the unknown don of God. Either I know. not what:Chraſti- 


1 
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anity is, or we have ſtinted a meaſure of fo; many au 


— — — 


we pleaſed with our own ſhadow in a glaſs! It were good 


to my brother, keep my fails low; yet I dety et 
embark me in ſuch a plea againſt Chriſt, as I Was troubled 


% | 
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weights and no more, upon holineſs; and there we ate 
at a ſtay, drawing our breath all our life; a moderation jr 
God's way, now, is much in requeſt. I profels, I bave 
never taken pains to find out him whom my foul !-oyer!; , 
there is 2 gate yet of finding out Chriſt, that I have » 


LS) 
$4 Vi ! 


Ughted upon. Oh if I could find it out! Alas, how foon gte 
A. 

to be beginning in ſad earneſt to find out Cod, and to ce 
the right tread of Chriſt : time, caltem, and a good opinion 
of our ſelves, our good meaning, and our lazy defires, on: 
fair ſhows. and the world's glittering luſtres, and thete 
broad paflments and buskings of religion, that bear buli 
in the kirk, is that here with moſt ſatisſie themſelves : Bur 
a watred bed with tears, a dry throat with praying, eye. 
as a fountain of tears for the fins I the and, is rare tobe found 
among us. Oh if we could know the power of god ines 
his is ons part of my caſe; and another is, that I, like a too), 
once ſummoned Chriſt for unkindneſs, and complained o 
fickleneſs and unconſtancy, becauſe he would have ro more 
my tervice nor preaching, and had caſten me out of the in1c- 
ritance of the Lord: And I confeſs now, this was but a boug |: 
plea, and 1 was a tool; yet he bach born with me. I gave hin 
a fair advantage againſt me, but love and mercy would not le. 
him take it; and the truth is, now he hath chided him! 
friends with me, and hath taken away the mask, and hath re- 
newed his wonted favour, in ſuch a manner, that he hath pad 


me "my" hundred fold in thin life, and one to the hundred. 


This priſon is my hanquieting-houſe ; I am handled as ſoft! y 
and delicately, as a dauted child; I am nothing behind ( { (ec) 
with Chriſt ; he can in a. month make up a year's loſſes: And 
Lwrite this to you, that I may intr-2t, nay, adjure and charge 


you, by the love of our Welbeloved, to help me to praile, an- 


to tell all your chriſtian acquaintance to help me; for 1 ain as 
dceply drowned in his debt, as any dyveur can be: and e 
in this fair ſur-blink, I have ſomething to keep me from ſtart- 
ing, or being exalt;d above meaſure ; His word is a fire ſhut 
up in my bowels, and I am weary with forbearing. The mi- 


niſters in this Town are ſaying, they ſhall have my priſon 
hanged into leſs bounds, becaule they fee God with me; my 


mother heth horn tne a man of contention, one that ſtrivech 
with the whole earth, The late wrongs and * reſſions done 
ety Ergiles, to 
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vith of late. I hope to overhope and overbelie ve my troubles: 
J have cauſe now to truſt Chriſt's promiſe, more than his 
gloom. Remember my hearty a ect ion to your wife. My 
ul is grieved for the ſucceſs of our brethrens journey to 
N-w-England ;, but God hath ſomewhat to reveal, that we ee 
vot, Grace be with you. Pray for the beg 7 

Aberd. Jan. f ours in h only Lord 

1637. Je ſus, S. R. 
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MISTRESS, 

Race, mercy and peace be unto you: It is more than 
time that / ſhould have written to you; but It is yet 
zood time, if 1 could help your foul to mend your pace, and: 
to go more ſwiftly to your neavenly country; for truly ye. 
have need to make all haſte, becauſe the inch of your day that 
*omain2th will quickly flip away; tor,whether we ſleep or 
wake, our glals runnech, the tide bideth no man. Beware of 
a beguile in the matter of your lalyation : Wo, wo for ever- 
more to them, that loſe that prize : tor what is behind, when 
the ſoul is once loſt, but that {inners warm their bits of clay- 
houſes at a fire of their own kindling, for à day or two, which 
doth rather ſfocate with its ſmoke, than warm them, and at 
length they He down in ſorrow, and are clothed with ever- 
laſting ſhame ? I would ſeek no further meaſure of faith to 
begin withal, than to believe really and ſtedtaſtly the doctrine 
of God's Jaſtice, his all-devouring wrath and everlaſting | 
burning, where ſinners are burnt ſoul and body, in a river 
and great lake of fire and brimſtone: Then they would with 
no more goods, but the thouſandth part of a cold fountain- 
well to cool their tongue; they would then buy death, with 
enduring of pain and torment tor as many years, as God hath 
created drops of rain fiance the creation; but there is no mar- 
ket in buying or ſelling life or death thera: Oh! alas the 
greateſt part of this world run to the place of that torment 
rejoicing and dancing, eating, drinking and fleeping. My 
counſel to you is, that ye tart in time to be after Chriſt 3 
tor if ye go quickly, Chriſt is not far before you Ye ſhall 
overtake him. O Lord God, what is ſo needful as this, Sa- 
vation, ſalvation ? Fy upon this condemned and N 
' world, 
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_  wearied night for the want of him: 
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world, thz:t would give fo little for Salvation! Oh, if the . 
were a free market ot Salvation proclaimed, in that day, hes 
the trump. c of God ſnall awake the dead; how many bu 
ers would loꝝ then? Cod ſend me no more happineſs, but th. 
Salvation, which the blind world (to their eternal wo) letteth 


| Np through their fingers: Therefore look if ye can g 


out your: money (as //arah ipeaketh, chap. Iv. 2.) for bread. 
and ſay Clift and his blood in wadſet for heaven! It is a d 5 
and hungt y bairns-part of goods, that Eſaus are hunting for 
here: I ke thouſands following the chaſe, and in the purtuit 
ol ſuch things, while in the mean time they loſe the bleflin: ; 
and when Ki is done, they have caught nothing to roſt for 
ſupper, but lie down hungry; and beſides, they go to their 
bed ( when they die) without a candle, for Ged faith © 
them, Jſa. J. 11. Thy jhall ys have at my band, ye ſhall l.. 
dom in ſorrom. And truly this is as ill made a bed to- 
upon, as one could wiſh : for he cannot ſleep ſoundly, nor ref: 
ſwertly, who hath ſorrow for his pillow. Rouze, rouze ug 
therefore your ſoul, and ask how Chriſt and your ſoul met to- 
gether : I am ſure, they nevet got Chriſt, who were not once 
lick at the yolk of the heart tor him: tao too many whole 
ſouls think they have met with Chrift, whe had never a 
t alas, what richer 
are men, that they dreamed the laſt night they had much 
gold, and when they awoke in the morning, they found. it 
was hut a dream? What are all the Sinners in the world, in 
that day when heaven and earth ſhall go up in a flame of fire, 
but à number of beguiled dreamers ? Every one ſhall. fay of 
his hunting and his copqueſt, Behold it mas a Dream: every 
man in that day will tell bis Dream. I beleech you. in the 


Lord Jeſus, beware, beware ef unlound work, in the matter 


, of your ſalvation: ye may not, ye cannot, ye dow not ant 


Chriſt : Then after this day conveen all your lovers before 
Your ioul, and give them their leave; and ſtrike hands with 
Chriſt, that thereafter there may be no- happineſs to you. but. 
Chrift, no hunting for any thing but Chri/#, no bed at night 
(when death cometh ) but 'Chrif$; Chriſt, Chriſt, who. but 


Chriſt ? I know this much of Chrift, he is not ill to be found, 
nor lordly of his love; wo had been my . of it for ever- 
himſelf to 


more, if Chriſt had made a dainty of me: but God 
be thanked, I gave n« | 

befor: Men and Angels, Chriſt cannot. be exchanged, . 
cannot be ſold, Chriſt cannot be weighed : Where would 


Angels, 


ve nothing for Chriſt; and now, I 8 1 


+ 


il 


| 
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Angels, or all the world, find. a balance to weigh bim in? All 
vers, bluſh when ye ſtand beſide Chriſt 5; we upon all love, 
at the love of Chriſt ; hunger, hunger for evermorc, be 
1pon all heavens but Chriſt ; Shame, ſhame for evermore, 
be upon all glory. I cry, death upon all lifes, but the Lite 
of Chritt. 6 what is it that holdeth us alunder O that 
once we could have a fair meeting. Thus recommending 
Chriſt to you, and you to him for eyermore z 1 reſt. Graes 
Iz with you. 8 

Werd. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſt, S. R. 
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Loving and Dear Siſter, | 

"$- Race, mercy and peace be unto you : I received your 
T Letter: 1 know, the favour of Chriſt in you (that the 
Virgins love to follow ) cannot be blown away with winds 
either from hell, or the evil-imelled air of this polluted 
vorld : Sit far a-back from the walls of this * en 
:he pollutions of this defiling world. Keep your taſte, your 
ſove and hope in heaven; it is not good, your love and your 
Lord ſhould be in two ſundry countr1cs. ei, up aſter our 
Lover, that ye and he may he together. A King from hea- 
ven hath ſent for you; by faith he ſheweth you the New 
Jeruſalem, and taketh you alongſt, in the Spirit, thorow all 
the eaſe-rooms, and F ee ir heaven, and faith 
All theſe are thine, this Palace y for thee ant Chriſt , and 
it ye only had been the Choſen of God, Chriſt would have 
built chat one Houſe for you and Himſelf, Now, it is for you 
and many others alſo; take with yau in your jourpey What 
ye may carry with you, your conſelence, faith, hope, pati- 
ence, meekneſs, goodneſs, brotherly kindnefs ; for luth wares 
as theſe are of great price, in the high and pew Country whi- 
ther ye go: As for other things, that. are but the world's 
vanity and traſhy» fince they are but the bouſe-ſweepings, ye 
'hall do beſt not to carry them with you; ye found them here, 
leave them here, and let them kecp che houfe. Your ſun is well 
turned, and low: be nigh your lodgipg againſt night. We 
go one and one, out of this great market, till the town be 
empty, and the two lodgings, heaven and hell, be filled : At 
length there will be nothing in the Earth, but toom walls and 
burnt aſhes,and therefore it is beſt to make away. Antichriſt ap 
his maſter are bufic to pleniſh hell, and to ſeduce many: and 
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{tars} great Church-lights are falling trom heaven, and mam 
are milled and ſeduced, and make up with, their faith, and 
their Birthright, by their hungry hunting for I know not / 
Faſtin, your grips faſt upon Chriſt, I yerily eſteem him „. 
beſt arfyht that 1 have: He is my Second in prifon ; havin, 
him, tough my crols were as heavy as ten mountains of ir 
when he patteth his ſweet ſhoulder under me and it. my c 
is hut a featuer. I pleaſe my ſelf in the choice of Chriſt; he 
mi alle, NHhren and earth: I rejoice that he is in hes 
before me; God ſend a joytul meeting and in the meant: 
the traveller's charges for the way, I mean, a burden 
Chriſt's love to ſwesten the journey, and to encourage 
breathleſs runner; for when I lole breath, climbing up t , 
mountain, he maketh new breath, New, the very G 
ot peace eſtabliſi you to the day of his appearance, 

Aber d. Sept. 9. ; Tours in by only l. 

| 1637. | Jeſu, S. K. 


„ GC LEES... 


My very Dear and Worthy Sifter, 
Race, mercy and peace he to you: Ye are truly ble: 
of the Lord, Lowever a ſowre world gloom upon you, i 
ye continue in the faith, grounded and ſettled, and be 
moved away from tne hope of the Coſpel. I is good, th. 
is a heaven, and it is not a night dream, or a fancy: It is 
wonder that men deny not that there is a heaven, as the 
deny there 1s a way to it, but of mens making. You l 


learned of Chriſt, that there is a heaven; contend for it, 


contend for Chriſt ; bear well and ſubmiſſively, the hard ci 
of this {i*p-mether world, that God will not have to be yours. 
J coniets, it is hard, and I would I were able to eaſe you ui 
your burden; But believe me, this world (which the Lord 
will not have to be yours) is but the Aroſs, the refule and 
ſeum of God's creation, the portion of the Lord's poor bir 
ſervants; the  moyeables, not the heritage; a hard bor 
caſten to the dogs, holde n out of the New Feruſalem, her 
upon they rather break their teeth, than ſatisſie their app. 
tite: It is your Fatfer's bleſſing, and Chriſt's Birth-rig ht, 
that our Lora is keeping for you 5 and I perſwade you, 5c. 
feed allo ſhall inherit the earth (if chat be good for then: | 
for that is promiled to them; and God's bond is as good, and 
better, than if men would give every one of them a pong {a 

| . nne 


i 1 


+ 
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thouſand. thouſands. Ere ye was born, croſſes itt number, 
mealure and weight were written tor you, and your Lord will 
lead you thorow them : Make Chriſt lure, and the bleſſings 
of the earth ſhall be at Chriſt's back. I tee many nroteflors ' 
for the faſhion follow on; but they are ptoteffors of glaſs: 1 
:vould cauſe 4 little knock of perſecution ding them in twenty 

leces, and fo the world ſhould laugh at the ſheards: There. 

2 make faſt work, ſee that Chriſſ lay the ground-ftone of 
your profeſhon 3 for Wird and rain, a peats will not waſh 

away his building - his works have no ſhorter dare, than to 

rant for evetmore. I ſhould twenty times have periſhed in 

my afflictior, if 1 had not leaned my weak back, and laid my 

proffing burden, both upon the Stone, the Fountativnſtine, 

the Cornerſtone laid in Tien: And I deſire never to riſe aff 
this ſtone. Now, the very God of peace confirm, ard eſtabliſn 

you unto the day of the blefled appearance of Chriſt Jcius. 

God be with you! 

Aberd. Tours in his deareſt Lord Jeſu, S. K. 
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T JAMES BAUTILE: 


Loving Brother, _ "bs he 

FY Race, mercy and peace be urto you:. I received your 

I letter, and fender vou thanks for the fame; bur I have 
not time to anſwer all the heads of it, as the bearer can in- 
form you. 1. Ve do well to take your ſelf at the right ſtat, 
when ye wrong Chrift by doubting and misbelief; for this is 
to Nick-name Chriſt, and terni him a liar, which, being ſpo- 
en to our prince, would be hanging or heading; but hriſt 
hangeth not always for treaſon : It is good that he may regi: 
ſtrate a believer's bond a hundred times, and more than. fe- 
venty times a day have law againſt us, ard yet he fpareth us, 
#4 a man doth bis ſon that ferveth him: No tender hearted 
mother, who may have law to kill Her fucking-chiVd, woud 
put in execution that law. 2. For your Filings -ver 
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when ye haye a ſet tryſt with Chriſt, and when ye have a tir 
ſeen advantage, by keeping your appointment with him, and 
ſal vation cometh to the very paſſing of the ſeals; | would {a% 
two things, 1. Coneluded and {ealed ſalvation may go through 
and be ended, ſuppoſe 'ye write your name to the tail of the 
Covenant with ipk that can hardly he read: Neither think 
Jever any man's ſalvation paſfed che ſeals, but there was an 
odd trick or ſlip, in leſs or * upon the fool“ part, who 
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mon, and ſcarce giveth (iod a Grammercy, and a lifted cap, 


pride; beware of this thief, when Chriſt offereth him.. 
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is infeofted in hæayen. In the moſt grave and ſerious wort ,; 
our ſalvation, I think Chriſt had never good cauſe th aug 
our (illineſs, and to put on us his merits, that we might be 
weight. 2. It is a ſweet law of the, New Covenant, and ; 
privilege. of the New Burgh, that citizens pay according, :. 
their means; for the New Covenant faith not, ſo. much oed. 
ence by ounce-w'igbts, and no leſs, under the pain of dan 
nation : Chrift taketh, as poor men may give; where ther 
is a mean portion, he is content with the leſs, if there }- 
lincerity : 3 ſums and little feckleſs obedience wil! 9 
pardoned, and hold the foot with him: know ye vot, 
our kindly Lord retaineth his good old Heart yet? He b, 
eth nit a bruiſed reed, nor quencheth the ſmoaking flax : bu; 
if the wind b ow, he holdeth his hands about it, till it 
to a flame The law cometh on with three Gyes's, witb 
the heart, with all the foul, and with all the whole ſtren:t/ 

and where would poor folks, like you and me, furniſh all rh 
ſums * It feareth me, ( nay, it is moſt certain) that. i 1 
pay ment were to come out of our purie, when wwe ſhould pu. 
our hand in our bag, we would bring ont the wind or Worſe 
But the Covenant ſecketh not heap-mete, nor flented obe4j- 
ence, as the condition of it, becauſe torgivencſs hath aw? 
place. Hence I draw this coneluſion: Lo think matters be 
twizt Chriſt and us go back, for want of heaped meaſure, i: 
2 piece of old Adam's pride, who would either be at leg. 
payment or nothing: We would {til! have God in our c 
mon, and buy his kindveſs with our merits; for begg-ci 
pride is devils-boneſty, and bluſheth to be in Chriit's con. 


(except it be the Phariſec's unlucky God I thank thee ) ©: : 
bowed knee to Chriſt : it will only give a good- day for a good: 
day again; and if he diflemble his kindneſs, as it were, it 
jt, and ſcem to misken it, it in earneſt ſpurneth with i! 

ecls, and ſnuffeth in the wind, and careth not much 
Chriſt's kindneſs : If he will not be friends, let him go, lait“ 


2. No marvel then of whitperings, whether you be in the co- 
venant or not: For pride maketh looſe work of the covers”: 
of grace, and will not let Chriſt he full Bargain-maker. Ls 
ſpeak to you particularly and ſhortly. 1. All the truly regent 
rated cannot determinately tell you the meaſure of their dec 
ons; becauſe Chriſt beginneth young with many, and Iten! 
eth into their heart, ere they wit of themſelves, and — 
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homely with -them, with little din or voiſc. I grant, many 
are blinded, in rejoycing in -a = cheap converſion, that 
never coſt them a ſtek night; Chriſt's pipinrs wrought in a 
dream upon them: But for that, I would fay; If other marks 
he found, that Chriſt is indeed come in, never make plea 
with him, becauſe he will not anſwer, Lord Jeſis, bow cameſf} 


| thou in? whether in at door or window ? Mike him welcome 


inge he is cotie. The wind bloweth where it liſteth ; all the 
world's wit cannot perfectly render a reaſon, why the rrinds 
ſhould be a month in the eaſt, fix weeks poſſthly in the weſt, 
224 the ſpace only of an afternoon in the fouth or north, Ye 
will not find ouc all the nicks and ſteps of Chriſt's Way with 
2 toul, do what ye can; for lometimes he wil! cotne in ſteppin 

ſoftly, like one walking beſide a ſivepy perton, and flip to the 
door, and let none know he was there. 2. Ye ohjen, The 
truly regenerate ſhauld love God for himſelf : and ye far 
that ye love him more for his benefits (as incitenients and 
motives to love hint ) than for himielf. I anſwer, To love 
God for himſelf as the laſt end, and alfo for his her-fits, as 
incitements and motives to love him, may ſtand well togs- 
ther; as 2 fon loveth his mother, becauſe ſhe is his mother, 
howbeit the be poor; and he loveth her for an apple alſo : I 
hope ye will not lay, that benefits are the only, reaſon and be- 
tom of your love; it ſeemeth there is a better wundation for 
it : Always, if a hole be in it, ſew it up ſhortly. 3. Ye el 
nat ſuch mourning in Chriſt's abſence, as ye would. I anſwers 
That the regenerate mourn at all times, and all in a like mea- 
ture ſor his abſence, I deny: There are different degrees of 
mourning, leſs or more, as they have leſs or morg love to hint. 
and leſs or more ſenſe of his abſ:nce - Bur, t. Some they 


muſt have. 2. Sometimes they mils not the Lord, and then 


they cannot mourn; howbeic, it is not long ſo; at leaſt, it 1s 
not always ſo. 3. Ye challenge your elf, that ſome truths find 
more eredĩt with you than others. Ye do well; for God is 
true in the leaſt, as well as in the greateſt, and he niuſt be fs 
fo 12 : Ye miuſt not call him true in the one page of the leaf, 
and falle in the orher; for our Lord in all his writings never 


eontradited himſelf yet: although che beft of the cegengrate 


have \hpped here, always labour ye to hold your feet. 4. Com- 
paring the eſtate of ons truly regenerate ( whoſe hearr is 2 


Temple of the holy Ghoſt J and yours ( which is full of unean- 


dare nov fo es call Chriſt heartſonily your own. Ian 
2 2 er, 


neſs and r e and dumb and diſcouraged, ad 
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ſwer, The beſt regenerate have their defilements, and 1; | 
may ſpeak ſu) their Drafi-poke, that. will.clog behind t!,- » 
all their days; and waſh as they will, there will be filth i; 
their bt. om: Bur let not this put you from the well. 2. % 
ſwer, Albeit there be ſome ounce- weights of carnality, "4 
ſnme iquint-look, or eye in our neck to an idol; yet love (n 
it: own meature may be ſound; for glory mult purific 41, 
erte& our love, it will never till then be ab olutely pure: 
af the idol reign, and have the yolk of the heart, and the h 
of the houic, and Chriſt only be made an underiing to rur 
errands, all is not right; therefore examine well. 3. | hr; 
is a twofold diſcouragement : one of unbelief, to conciu'-, 
and make doubt of the concluſion, for a mote in your eye, 4nd 
a. by-look to an idol: this is ill. There is another diſcoutage 
went of ſorrow for fin, when. ye find a by-look to an is): 
this is good, and à matter of thankſgiving ; therefore examine 
here alſo. 5. The aſſurance of ſeſus's love, ye lay, would he 
the moſt comfortable news that ever ye heard. Anſwer, 
may ſtop twenty holes, and looſe many objections: That love 
hath tel ing in it, I trow. Oh that ye knew and felt it, | 
have done! I wiſh you a ſhare of wy feaſt; ſweet, ſweet 
it been to me. If my Lord had not given me this love. ! 

would have fallen through the cautey of Aberdeen ere now 
But for you, hing on, your feaſt is not far off; ye ſhall e 
hiled, ere ye go; there is as much in our Lord's pantry, 
will tatishe all his bairns, and as much wine in his cellar, 
will quench all their thirſt: Hunger on; for there is m 
hunger for Chriſt. Go never from him, but faſt him [be 
vet is plealed with the importunity of hungry fouls '} wit. a 
dith-tuil of hungry Gefires, till he fil vou; and if he de,, 
| yet come not ye away, albeit ye ſhoald fall a- Hoon at his te 
| 6. Ye craye my mind, whether ſound comfort may be found 
[ in prayer, when conviction of a known idol is preſent. I ar 
ſwer, An idol, as an idol, cannot ſtand with found comfort; 
tor that comfort that is gotten at Dagen's feet, is a cheat 
Ble-flume ; yet found comfort, and conviction of an eye to 
idol, may as well dwell together, as tears and joy: But Ir 
this do you no ill, I ipeak it for your encouragement, tha! v* 
may make the beſt out of your joys ye can, albeit ye find ii 
mixed with motes. 2. Sole conviction, if alone without :c- 
 morle and gries, is not enough; therefore lend it a tear, i. 
ao Win at it. 7. Ye queſtion, when ye win to more ferve: 
dy lometinyes with your nheighbour in prayer, than when 1h 
| 5 | alone, 
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Egpiſt. 50. LETTERS. ro! 
| alone, whether hypocriſie be in it, or not? I anſwer, If this 
be always, no queſtion a ſpice of hy pocriſie is in it, which 
would be taken heed to; but poſſibly deſertion may be in pri- 
vute, and preſence ir publick, and then the ce is clear. 2. A 
gt of applauſe may occaſion by aceidem a rubbing off a cold 
heart, and ſo heat and lite may come; but it is not che pro- 
: -r cauſe of that heat : Hence, God of his fee grace will ride 
bis errands, upon our ſtinking corruptien; but corruption is 
but a mere oecaſron and accident, as the playing on a pipe 
removed anger from the prophet, and made lum fitter to mo 
pheſis, 2Kipge iii. v. 15. 8. Ye complain of Chriſt's ſhore 
} viſits, that he will not bear you company one night; but when 
x ye lie down warm at one night, ye riſe cold at morning. An- 
wer, I cannot blame you [ nor any other, who knoweth that 
cet Queſt ] to bemoan his n and to be moſt 
deſirous of his abode and company; for he would captivate 
and engage the affection of any creature, that ſav his face: 
{ince he looked on me, and gave me a fight of his fair loye, he 
gained my heart wholly, and got away with it: Well, well 
may he brook it; he ſhall keep It long, ere 1 fetch it from him. 
But I ſhall tell you what ye ſhall do; treat him well, give 
him the chair and the board-head, and make him welcome to 
the mean portion ye have; a good fupper, and kind entertain- 
ment, maketh the Gueſt love the inns the hetter : Yet lometimes 
Chriit hath an errand elſewhere, for mere trial: and then, 
though ye give him king's-cheer, he will away; as is clear in 
delertions for mere trial, apd not for fin. 9. Ye ſeck the dif- 
terence hetwixt the motions of the Spirit, in their leaſt mea- 
ture, and the natural joys of your own heart. Anſwer, As a 
man can tell, if he joy and delight in his Wife, as his wite z 
or if he delight and joy ir her tor ſatisfaction of bis luſt ; but 
hating her perſon, and fo loving her for her fleſh, and not 
grieving when ill befalleth her: lo will a man's jo) in God, 
and his whoriſh natural joy, be dilcovered ; if he forrow for 
any thing that may offend that Lord, it will ſpeak the ſingle- 
nels of that love to him. 10. Ye ask the reaton, why ienfſe' o- 
rercometh faith. Anſmer, Beeaule ſen!e is more natural, and 
near of kin to our own (elfiſh and foft nature. Ye ask, if faith 
in that caſe be ſound ? Anſwer, If it be chaſed away, it is nei- 
ther ſound nor unſound, becauſe it is not faith; but it might 
be, and was faith, before ſenſe did blow out the act of believ- 
ing. Laftly, Ye ask what to do, when promiſes are born in upon 
You, and ſenſe of impenitency, for ſins of youth, hindreth ap- 
1 SAR e Plbeatiog. 
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102 Mr, Rutherfaoru's: Epilt, 51 
plication. 7.anſwer, I it be living tenſe, it may ſtand u 
2ppiication , and in this cale, 1 to your hand and eat you: 
at in God's name: if falſe, ſo that the fans of youth are jy 
repented of, then as faich and impenitency cannot {tand to. 
ther, ſo neither that ſenſe and application can conſiſt. Bot 
excuſe my brevity, fer time ſtraitneth me, that I get no! 2, 
mind {aid in theſe things, but muſt refer that to a new 9c-- 
©n, if God offer it. Brother, pray for me. Grace be with you, 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in His deareſt Lord Feſus, +. 
I JOHN STEWART, Provef of Air, now in Ireland. 
Much honcured Sir, 
Race, mercy and peace be ito you. 7 lang to hear Cn 
8 you, being no removed from my flock, ard the priicn:» 
or Chriſt ar „ 1 would not have you to thi i. 
ſtrange, that your journey to New-England hath gotten, 
4 daſh; it indeed hath made my heart heavy; yet i know it 1; 
0 dumb providence, but a ſpeaking one, whereby our Lor 
aketh his mind to you, tho? for the preſent ye do not w-!! 
Underſtand What he faith: however it be, he who ſitteth 
he floods, hath ſhewi you his marvellaus kindneſs in th: 
| reat depths. I know your lols is great, and your hope 
| one far againſt you; but I intreat you, Su, expound arig 
| ur Lord's laying all kindrances in the way. I perſwade wv 
| TeX, your heart aimeth at the foot Steps of the flock, to feed lo. 
|  Fde te ſhepherds tents, and to dwell beſide Him whom: yur 
| ſoul loueth; and that it is your deſire to remain in the witd-”- 
, nels, where the woman is kept from the dragon: And this -- 
Ing your deſire, remember that a poor — of Chriſt [aid 
It to you, that, That miſcgrried journey is with child to n 
, mercy and conſolation, and ſhall bring forth a fair birth, 
and the Lord fhall be midwife to the birth: Wait on, he Hat 
; Nez maketh not haſte, Iſa. xxviii. 16. J hope, ye have 
eep asking what the Lord meaneth, and what further 2) 
Mis will, in reference to your return: My dear brother. '-: 
| Bod make of you what he will, he will end all with conſol-- 
tion, and hall make glory out of out hifferings; and would 
Fe wiſh better work? This water was in your way to heaven. 
and Written in your Lord's book, ye hehoved to croſs it; 24 
therefore kiſs his wiſe and unerring providence Let not 
cenſures of men, who ſee but the out-ſide of things (and fearc: 
Well Chaz) ahate your courage and rejoicinginthe Lord: bon. 
17 A 
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delt your faith ſeeth but the black ſide of providence, yet it 
hath a better fide, and God ſhall let you fre it. Learn to be- 
tieve Chriſt better than his ſtrokes, Himſelf and his promiſes 
better than his glooms: Daſhes and dilappointments are not 
ronmick Scripture 1 fighting for che | mag land. {ſeemed to 
cry to God's promiſe, Thor 1:7e&, If our Lord tide upon a 
Krave, his horte ſhall neither ſtumble nor fall, Rom. viii. 28. 
Fr we know that all things work together for good to them 
hat love Co; Erzo, ſhipwrack, loff-s, Nc. Volk together tor 
che good of them that love God: Hence I infer, that lolles, 
diizppointments, ill tongues, lols of friends, houſes or coun» 
try, are God's workmen, fet on work, to work out good to 
you, out of every thing that befalleth you. Let not the Lord's 
deiling ſeem harſh, rough or unfitherly, becauſe it is unplea- 
{nt 3 when the Lord's bleſſed will bloweth croſs your deſires, 
it is beſt in humility to ſtrike ſail to him, and to be willing to 
be led any way our Lord pleaſeth: it is a point of denial of 
your {elf to be as if ye had not a will, but bad made a fie: 
1iſpefition of it to God, and had fold it over to him; and to 
make uſe of his will for your own, is both true holineſs, and 
your eaſe and peace: Le know not what the Lord is working 
aut of this, but ye ſhall know it hereafter. And what T write 
to you, J write to your wie, { compaſhonate her caſe, hut in- 
treat her not to fear or faint; this Journey is a, part of her 
wilderneſs to heaven and the promiſed fand, and there are 
fewer miles behind: it is nearer the dawning of the day to 
her, than when ſhe went out of Scotland. IT would be glad ta 
hear, that ye and ſhe have comfort and courage in the Lords 


Now as concerning our Kirk: Our Servzce-bouk is ordained, 


by oper ERIN and ſound of trumpet, to be read in all 
the Kirks of this Kingdom; our Prelates are to meet this 
Month for it and our Canons, and for a Reconciliation betwixt 
us and the Lutherays. The Profeſſors of Aberdeen-Univerſity 
are charged to draw up the articles of an whe 1 Cn feln: 
But reconciliation with Popery is intended ; this is the Day ef 
Jacob's viſitation : The ways of Zion mourn, our gold u be- 

come dim, the Sun 15 peg own upon our prophets. N dry 


wind, but neither to fan nor t) cleanſe, is coming upon this 


land; and all our ill is coming / from the multiplied tranſgreſ- 
ſions of this land, and from the friends and lovers of Babel 
amongſt us, Fer. xxxi. 53. The\violenee done to me and my 
Feſb be upon thee, Babylon, ſpall the inhabitant of Zion, ſays 
and my hood upen the inba Ser of Chaldea, Jha! Jeruſa- 
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O if all the three Kingdoms had part of my love-tealt, and 


ec 

104 Mr. Rutherſoord's _ Epiſt. «:, 
lem ſay. Now for my ſelf, I was three davs before the H:45 
Commiſſ1n, and accuſed of treaſon preached againſt our K 
A Miniſter being witneſs, went well nigh to {wear it; 
hath ſayed ma from their malice. 1. They have deprived u 


Þ wb 
of my Miniſtry. 2. Silenced me, that I exzerciie no pact ,* 
the /Miniſteria! Fund ion within this Kiazdom, under the Pu; 
of Rebellion. 3. Conſined my perſon within the town of 4. 
deen, where! find the Miniſters working for my confine:» 14 
in Caithneſs or Orkney, far from them; becauſe ſome pe, 
here (willing to he edified) reſort to me. At my firſt «++; 
i bad heavy challenges within me, and a court fenced (but þ 
hope, not in Chriſt's name) wherein it was afferted, that u. 
Lord would have no more of my lervice, and was tir-d ; | 
me: And, like a fool, 1 ſummoned Chriſt alſo tor unkindne!.; | 
my foul fainted, and I refuled comfort, and ſaid, Whut 4/7 
Chriſt at met for / deſired to be faithful in hi- ous: T hus, 
in my rovings and miſtakings, my Lord Jelus beſtowed ne 
y on rhe, who am !eſs than the leaſt of all jaints. I lay ip 
on the duſt, and bought a plee from Satan againſt Chriſt, a7 
he was content to fell it: But at length Chriſt did ſhew him | 
ſelf Friends with me, and in mercy pardoned and paſt ny 
2 of it; and only complained, that a court ſhould. be }o.- 
en in his bounds, without his own allowance. Now I ps 
from my compearance; and, as if Chriſt had done the au 
he hath made the wends, and returned to my ſoul z to th 
now his poor pri ſoner feedeth on the feaſts of love. My adv: 
aries know not what a courtier / am now with wy royal Ki: 
for whoſe crown I now ſuffer: it is but our ſaſt and lazy fl. 
that hath raiſed an ill report of the croſs of Chriſt; O ſert, 
leet is his yoke ! Chriit's chains are of pure gold ;, ſufferings 
for him are perfumed : I would not give my weeping for 
Hughing of al: the fourt en Prelates, I would not exchang= 
ray tzdnels with the wor'd's joy. O lovely, lovely Jeſus, how | 
wert mult thy kiſſes be, when thy crots {melleth ſo ſweetly. 


the comfort of a dawted prifoner ? Dear Brother, I charge 
you to praiſe for me, and leek help of our acquaintance therc. 
to help ms to praiſe. Why ſhould 7 ſmother Chriff's hone/iy 
to me? My heart is taken up with this, that my filence ani | 
Sufferings may preach,  / befeech you in the bowels of Chri/z, | 
to help me to praiſe. ' Remember my love in Chriſt to your 
wite, to Mr. Blair, and Mr. LivingGon, and Mr. Canin ham. 
Let me heat from you, for [am anxious what to do: it [law 
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a call for- New England, 7 would. follow it. Glace be Wit“ 
VU, ' 
Alberd. 1637. 


— —— 


To JOHN STEWART Proveft ef Air. 


Much honoured and deareſt in Chriſt, 

Race, mercy and peace from God our Father, and from 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt, be upon you. 1 expected the 
dort of a letter to a priſoner from you, ere now. I am 
here, Sir, png off a part of my inch of time; and when 
wake firſt in the morning (which is always with great hea- 
es and ſadneſs) this queſtion is brought to my mind, A 
ug Ged or not? Not that I doubt at the truth of this 

117able cauſe, wherein I am engaged | / dare venture in 
 erernity, and before my Judge, that 7 now luff-» for the 
truth. Becaple that / cannot endure that my Maſter, who is a 
tree-horn King, mould pay tribute to wny of the ſhields or 
pot-theards of the earth; Oh that I could hold the crown u- 
pon my priacely King's head with my ſin ul arm, howbeit it 
be ſtroke from me in that ſervice from the ſhoulder- 
lade : | but my cloted mouth, my dumb Sabbaths,the memory 
my communion with Chriſt, in many fair, fair days in An- 
wth (whereas now my Maſter getteth no fervice ot my tongue 
ten) hath almoſt broken my taith in two halves Yet, in my 
Scheit apprehenſions of his anger, I ſee through a cioud that 
wrong; and he, in love to my foul, hath taken up the 


Tours in our Lord Jeſin, S. R. 


—_— 


controverſie betwixt faith and apprchenſiuns, and a decreet is 


p4i't on Chrift's fide of it, and / lubleribe the deereet. The 
rd is equal in his ways, but my guiitineſs often overmalte- 
ech my believing. I have not been well known; tor, except 


open out-breakings, 1 want nothin of what Judas and \ 
Caen had; only he hath heen pleaſed to prevent me in merty, 


ng to calt me into a fever of loys for himſelf, and his abſence 
erh my fever moſt painful z and beſide, he hath viſited my 
uh, and watred it with his comforts ; but yet 1 have not what 
; wond, the want 6f real and felt poſſeſſion is my only death; 
f know Chriſt pitieth me in this. Fhe £reat Men my triends, 
tat did tr me, are dried up, like winter-brooks of water: all 
Ne dealing for that man; his bel will be, to be gone cut of 
bing dom: So 1 ſee they tire of me; but, believe me, I am 
moſt gladly content that Chriſt breaketh all my idols in pieces: 
*+ 83ta put à new edge upon my blunted love tg Grift 5 4 * 
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106 Mr. R#thtrfoord's pit. $7, 
he is jcalous of my ſbve, and will have all to himſelf, © 
word, theſe fix things are ny harden. 1. { am not 
Vinepard as ethers ar, it may be, becauſe Criſt thivkerh 
a'Withered tree, not worth its room; bat God. torbid, 2. W., 
wo, wo is coming upon %y Harlot- mother, this apoftate N =; 
the time is coming, when we {hall wiſh for doves winps, 3 
flie and hide us: Oh for the defolation of this land! 3. 76G. 
wy dear Maſter, Chrift, going his alone (as it were) nwurn 
ing in fackcloth : his fainting friends fear that King Jeſus thi) 
the field; but be muſt carry the day. 4. My guilt. 
and the ſens of my youth are come up againſt me, and they 
would come in the plea in my fufferings, as deſerving ca 
in God's Juſtice ; but 7 pray God, for Chriſt's fake, he no 
give them that room: Wo's me that 7 cannot get my rv), 
dreadful, mighty and 9! vious Prince of the Kings of the c, 
ſet on high. Sir, ye may help me and pity me in this, 3 
bow your knee, and bleſs his name, and deſire others to do 
that he hath been pleaſed in my ſufferings to make Ath-:'t: 


Papiſts, and enemies about me, lay, I ig like, God js wit) 
hit 1 / art Let hell and the powers of hell (I care not; be | 
2 gainſt me to do their worſt, ſo being Chrift, and my 
ka 


tet 100 
Father and his Father, be magnified in my fufferings. +, 
Chriff's love hath pained me; for howheit his preſence th 
ſhamed me, and drowned me in debt, yet he often-goeth aw) 
when my love to him is burning; be feemeth to look ike 4 
proud Wooer, who will not look upon à poor match, Who i; 
dying of love: J will not ſay he is Jordly ; but I know ] .r. 15 
wiſe, in Hiding himſelf from a child and a tool, who makin 
an idol and a ged of one of Chriſt's kiſſes, which is idolat 

fear Iadore his comforts more than himſqt, and that? 


the apples of life better than the Tree of life. Sir, write to | 


me: Commend me to yuur Wife, Mercy be her portion. Graz: 
be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tears'in his deareſt Lord Jeſus, S. U. 
Te JOHN STEWART Proveſt of Air. 
Worthy and dearly be loved zn cur Lord, 7 
FN Race, mercy and peace be to you: T1 was refreſhed ard 

F comforted with your letter; what I wrote to you 197 
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your comfort, I do not remember; but I believe, love 
prophets home-ward, 25 it would have it. I wiſh I cou! 


{ect 


elp y du to pralle his great and holy Name, who keepet! ©! 


wall 
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4 tect of ps Ricks and hath numbered all your golngs. I 


Koca our deareſt Lord will pardon and pais by our honeſt 
b »:rocs and miſtakes, when we mind his honour 3 yer | know, 
. ron; of you have ſeen the other half and the hid den- ſide of 
5 v1 wonderful return home to us again. I am confident ye 
k fall yet {ay, That God's mercy blew your faiis back to Fe- 
8 /2rd again. Worthy and dear Sir, 1 cannot but give you an 
8 account of my pretent ſtate, that ye may go an errand for 
* me, tu my bigh and royal Maſter, of whom I boaſt all the 
n day. Lam as proud of his love, ) nay, L ble's my felt, and 
> boaſt more of my preſent lot ) as any poor man can be of an 
2 carthly king's court; or of à kingdom. Ki, I am very 

often turning both the ſides of my crols, eſpecially my dumb 
F and filent Sabbaths, not becauſe I defire to find a croſs or 
by deft in my Lord's love, but bzcauſe love is tick with fan- 
5 cies, and fear: whether or not the Lord bath à procets lead- 
JW inp againit my guiltineſs, that 1 bave not yet well ſern, 1 
toy know not; my delire is to ride Air, and not to ſpark dirt { it, 


with reverence to Him, I may be permitted to make uſe of 
ſuch a word) in the face of my only, only Welbeldyed 3 bat 
fear of guiltineſs, is a tale-bearer bet wixt me and Chriſt, and 
is {till whiſpering ill tales of my Lord, to weaken my faith: 
i had. rather a cloud went over my comforts by thele meſ- 
ages. than that my Faith ſhould be hurt; for, if my Lord get ro 


of me. I deſire to give no faith, nor credit to my forrow, 
that can make a lie of my Friend, Chriſt ; wo, wo be to them 
all, who ſpeak ill of Chriſt. Hence theſe thoughts awake with 
me in the morning, and go to hed with me; Oh what ſervice 
cn a dumb body do in Chriſt's houſe ! Oh 1 think the word. 
of God is impriſoned alſo! Oh Lam a dry tree! Alds I gan 
reither plant, vor water! Oh if my Lord would make but 
dung of me, to fatten, and make fertile his own corn-ridges, 
in Mount- Zion Oh if F might but 
berd-beys, of my worthy Maſter, I would be fatisfied to be 
the incaneſt and moſt obſcure of all the Paſtors in this land; 
and to live in any place, in any of Chriſt's batef: owt-houſes ? 
bur he faith, Sirra, 1 will not ſend you, I have no errands 
for gon there-away i My deſire to ſerve him is ſick of jea- 
louſie, left he be unwilling to employ me. Secondly, This is 
leconded with another, Oh, what 7 have done in Anwoth ? the 
fair work that my Maſter began chere, is like a bird dying 
inthe Mell: and what will / then have to ew of all my la- 
4% of : 
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wrong by we, verily I deſire grace not to care what become 
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bour, in the day of my compearance betore him, when 
Maſter of the vineyard calleth the labourers, and giyeth them 
their hire? Thirdly, But truly, when Chriſt's ſweet win, 
is in the right airth, J repent, and / pray Chriſt to take len 
borrows of my quarrelous and unbeſieving ſadneſs and . 
row, (Lord rebuke them that put ill betiwixzt a poor ſervart 
like me, and his good Maſter :) then I ſay, whether the Lach 
croſs will or not, I muſt climb on hands and feet, up to my 
Lord. I am now ruing from :ny heart, that / pleaſuced (2 
Law { my old dead husband lo far as to apprehend wrzth 
in my {weet Lord ſeſus: I had tar rather take an hire to plead 
Aor the grace of God; for 7 think my {lf Chriſt's + 
deotor. And the Truth is, to ſpeak of my Lord whar? 
not deny, / am over head and ears drowned in many obl:; .. 
tions to his love and mercy ; he handleth me ſometimes , 
that / am aſhamed almoſt ro tk more for a four-bours, but 
to de content, till the Aſerrzage-Supper of the Lamb, with 
that which he giveth: but know not how greedy, and. hy 
ill to pleaſe love is; for either my Lord ſeſus hath taught ws 
ul manners, not to be content with a ſeat, except my heat 
lie in his bolom, and excepr 7 be fed with the fatneſs of hi; 
houſe; or elle { am grown impatiently dainty, and ii! ts 
plcaſe, as if Chriſt were obli ed. under this croſs, to do ts 
other thing, but bear me in his arms, and as if I had clain 
by his merit for my ſuffering tor him: But I wiſh he wo-:'! 
give me grace to learn to go on my own feet, and to learn ro 
want his comforts, and to give thanks and believe, when th 
fur is not in my firmamem, and when mv Welbeloved is fron! 
home, and gone another errand. O what ſweet peace have, 
when I find Chriſt holdeth and I draw, when /climb up and | 

he ſhurteth me down, when / grip him and embrace him, 
and he ſeemeth to loofe the grips, and flee away from me / 
think, ther is even a ſweet joy of faith, and contentedne“ 
and peace, in his very tempting unkindneſs, becauſe my faich 
faith, Chriſt # not in ſad carneſt with me, but trying if | 
can be kind to bis mask and cloud that covereth him, as wel 
#5 to his fair face. I bleſs his great Name, that 4 love his 
vail, that goeth over his face, while God ſend better: For 
faith can kiſs God's tempting reproaches, when he nick- 
nameth a ſinner, à deg, net way to eat bread with the 
bairns. I think it an honour, that Chriſt miſcalleth me and 
reproatheth me; I will take that well of him, howbeit / 
would not bear it well, it another would be that-homely 3 bir 
| | ans 
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roiſt. 64 LETTERS 109. 
uſe 1 am his own, (God be thanked) he may uſe me as he 
oi-aſeth ; | muſt ſay, the ſaints have a tweet life betwixt 
17nd Chriſt; there is much ſweet ſolace of love hetwixt 
i and them, when he feedeth among the lilies, and cometh 
bu garden, and maketh a feaſt of hony-cimbs, and, 
4-inketh bis wine and his ml, and crieth, Kat, O friends, 
rink, be ye drunken, 0 Welbeloved. One hour of this labout 
's worth a ſhipful of world's drunken and muddy joy : * { 
oven the gate of heaven is the ſunny · ſide di the brae, and the 
very garden of the world; for the men of this word have 
their own wnchriftned and profane crofles: and wo be to 
ther and their carſed crofles both; for their. ills are ſalted 
ich God's vengeance, and our ills ſeaſoned with our Father's 
bletling: Ss they are no tools, who chooſe Chrift, ard fell all 
things for him; it is no beirns market, ner 2 blind block; we 
know well what we get and what we give. Now, for any 
reſolution, to go to any other kingdom, 1 dare not ipeak one 
word: My hopes of enlargement are cold, my hopes of re- 
entry tu my Maſter's ill-dreſſed vineyard again, are far colder: 
have no ſeat for my faith to fit on, but bare Ommepotency, 
d God's holy arm and good-will ; here | defire toſtay,-and 
ride at anchor and winter, while God ſend fair weather again, 
d be pleaſed to take home to his houle my hurlot- mot her: 
Oh if her Husband would be that kind, as to go and fetch 
her out of the brothel-bouſe, and chaſe her lovers to the hills! 
but there will be fad days ere it come to that. Remember 
my bonds. Grace be with you. 8. 
Aberd. 1637. Towrs in car Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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To the Lady B USB I E. 


CNET 6 * 


Miſtreſs, | | ; 
Lthough rot acquaint, yet becauſe we are Father's chi!- 
A dren, I thought good to write unto you : Howbeit my 
urſt diſcourſe and communing with you of Chriſt, be in pa- 
per; yet I have cauſe, fince I came hither, to have no paper 
*hoaghts of him; for in my lad days, he is become the flower 
of my joys, and I but lie here” living upon his love; but can- 
not get lo much of it, as fain I would have; not becauſe 
Chriſt's love is lordly, and looketh too high; but becaule I 
"ave a narrow veſſel to receive his love, and iloek yoo love : 
Hut Lgive under my own hand-write to you a teftimonial of 
Grit aug bis exels, that they axe a iweet couple, 1 bod 
| | wlll 
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110 Mr. Rutherfopr a's' Epiſt. 55. 
Chriſt hath never yet been ſet in his awn due chair of be, 
amongſt us all Oh, I know not where, to tet him © (4, , 
bigh ſeet to that royal princely One! O that my poor with-. 
ted {ou! had once a running-oyer flogd of that love to 
{ap, in my dry goot, and that that flood would fpring out 1 
the tongue and pen, to utter great things, to the highend 
due commendation af {uch @ fair One! O holy, haly, holy 
One Alas there are too many dumb dong uss in the World, 
and dy hearts, ſeeing there is emplo) ment in Chriſt for tian. 
all, ang ten thouſand worlds at men and angels mo, to ct 
high and,exalt the greateſt Frince af the kings of the ©: th, 
Wa's mg, that bits of hying gay date come out, toraſb har 
heads with him; and that / unkind Mother, this barit 
ire, havh given her ſweet Half-mgrrow ſuch a mecting; tr 
this lang hath given up with Chriſt, and the Lord is cu'tic, 
Sc tland in two balyes, and ending the worſt half, the Har le. 
filter, over to Roxre's brothel-houje, ta get her fall of Et 
loc I would: my ſufNerings (hay, tuppole I were burn 
quick to aſhes) might buy an agreement betwirt his f. f 
and ſwesteſt Love, and lis gaday lewd wife: Fain would } 
give Chriſt his welcemerhamc to Scotland again, if he 
return. {his is a black day, à day af clouds and dark 
tor thu R-9-tree at my Lord Jeſus bis fair Femple is falle, 
ard Chriſt's back is towards Scotland. O thrice bleffed c 
they, who: would hold Chriſt with their tears and prayers! 
I know ye will help ta deal with him, for he ſhall return ag: 
to this land; the next day ſhall be Chriſt's, and there ſna »- 
a fair green young garden for Chriſt in this land, and Cor : 
ſunmer-dew ſhall lie on it all the night, and We fhall ©; 
again our new marriage: ſoug to our Bridegroom, concern 
his Vineyard; but who knoweth, whether we ſhall live 
tee it? I hear the Lord hath taken. pains to aMi& and dr. 
you, as 2 fruitiul vine for himfelt; grow and be green, ard 
caſt out your branches, and bring foe fruit: Fat and g 
and fruitful may ye be, in the true and iappie Root. Grzc: 
grace, free grace be your portion. Remember my bonds wit, 
prayers and prailts. 


Aberd. 1637. Tout; rn his ſweet Lord eſs, S. k 
NINA NMUN 
Loving friend, | 


| Received your letter: I intreat you, now in the mor 0 
I of your lite, teek the Lord and his face ; Beware &' 5 
ſe a f as — — — ly 
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Rpiſt 56. LET TRR 8. 111 
te af dangercus Mauth, a perilaus time for Tour ſoul: 
Love nat the world; keep faith and truth with all men, in 
v0..: covenants and bargains ; walk with God, far he ſeeth 
you : Do nothing but that which ye may and would go, if 
: your cye- ſtrings were breaking, and your breath grawing 
: gad. Ye heard the truth of God from ms; my dear, bear, 
bos it, and forſake it not; prize Chriſt and ial yation abaye 
V Al the world: To live aſter the guiſe and courte af the reſt 
of the world, will nat bring you te heaven; without (aich 
5 in Chriſt, and repentance, ye caunt igg God: Take pling for 

{alyation 3 preſs orward toward the mark at the prize of the 


- "zh calling: If ye watch not agaiple evils night and day. 
p wich belet you, ye will come behind: Beware of lying, 
＋ fearing, uncleanneſa, and the reſt of the works of che fleſh x 
0 becauſe for theſe thipgs the wrath of God. cometh upon the 
» b:1dren of diſobedience : How iweet ever they may {og 
18 for the preſent, yet the end of thele courtes is the eternal 
4. wrath of God, and utter darkneſs, where there is weeping 
0 4:4 gnaſhing of teeth, Grace be vith you. 

1 Aberd. 1637. Tour loving Paſter, S. Re 
* TM. THOMAS GARVE N. 

* Reverend and dear Brother, f 0 

* Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I am ſorry, that 
7 what: joy and ſorrow drew from my impriſoned Laws in 
> my love-fits, hath made ou and many of God's children has 
he .cve, that there is ſomething in a brokes reed the like of me: 
= -xcept that Chriſt's grace hath bought ſuch à ſold body, I 
In know not what elſe any may think of me, or expect from me, 
: My ſtock is leſs (my Lord knoweth I fpeak truth) than 
5 many believe; my empty ſounds have promiſed too much: 1 
r would be glad to lie under Chriſt's feet, and keep and receive 
* Hallings, or any old pieces of any grace, that fall from 
* his ſweet fingers to forlorn ſinners. I lie often uncouth- like, 
* looking in at che Kings windows; ſurely I am umyorthy of a 
_o [eat in the King's Hall-floor: I but often look afar off, both 
vun. v En Aar on, 
| jeared and framed-like, to that faireſt Face, fearing he bid 
W* x look away from him; my guiltineſs rifeth up upon me, 
EY and I have no anſwer for it. I offered my tongue to Chrit, 
e ay pains in his Houſe ; and what know | what it mean» 

*th, when Chriſt will not receive my poor prepine ; When love 

"ry vill not take, we expone, it will neither take nor give, bor- 
% Nor lend, Xet Chriſt hath another ſea-cgmpats he faileth 
{ily | J's 
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118 Mr. Ritherfoor ? 8 Epiſt. 7 
by, than my thort and raw thoughts: I leave his part f 
to himfetf. I dare not expound his dealing, as ſorrow 4 
mishelief often dictateth to me: I look often with my ble 4 
and blind eye to my Lord's croſs; and when I look co 
wrong fide of his croſs, I know I miſs a ſtep and ſlide: fre! 
J ſee / have not legs of my c] for carrying me to heaven; 
muſt po in at heaven's gates, borrowing ſtrength from Chin. 
# an often thinking, O if he would but give me leaye to |- 
kim, and i! Chriſe would but open up his wares, and tha 
Anite plyes and windings & corners of his u- dlelighting ve, 
and let me fee it ace and jore-fide, and give me leave hy; 
to tand beſide it, like an hungry man beſide ment, to get ny 4! 
of wondring, as a preface to = fill of enjying! But v 
Ithink my foul eyes would defile his fair lic to look te 
Either my hunger is over humble, (it that may be (aid 
eli> 7 cortider not what honour it is, to get ſcave to 
Chriit. O that be would pity a priſoner, and let out 2 f 
«pon the dry ground ! It is nothing to him to fill the like 
me; one of his looks would do me meitle world's good, 
him no ill. 7 know, I am not at a point yet with Chr lu 1, 
Jam not yet fitted for ſo much as I would haye of it; „ 
hope litteth neigbhour with Heikle black hunger : and certar 
Iy / dow not but think, there is more of that love ordained 

or me, than / yet comprehend ; and / know not the weir! 
of tne penſion the King will give me; J ſhall be glad, if »» 
Sungry Bill get leave to lie beſide Chrift, waiting on an An. 
ſwer. Now / would be full and rejoice, if / got a poor man 
alms of that ſweeteſt love: but / confident'y believe, ther- 
2 bed made for Chriſt and me, and that we ſhall take our , 
of love in it; and 7 often think, when my joy is run out, 
at the loweſt ebb, that 7 would fee}; po more, but my rig 
Pair the King's great Seal, and that theſe eyes of mine coe 
ice Chriſt's hand at the pen. If your Lord call you to 
fer ing, be not diſmayed ;, there ſhall be n new allowarct 
the King for you, when ye come to it: Ons of the ſo'teit pi! 
_ lows Chritt hath; is laid under his Wirneffes bead, tho? ore” 
they muſt ſer down their bare feet among tlrre. He bach 
brought my poor foul to deſire and wiſh; O that ny afves, 4 
the powder I ſhall be diſſolved into, had well-tunid tony ts 
to praiſe him. Thus in haſte, deſiring yuur prayers and p: 


* | les, I recommend you to my ſweet, fwet Maler, my 


nowreblt Lord, of whom 7 hold all. Grace be with you. 
Abd. 1627. Nu in bu ſwett Lord, S. K. 
is 
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pitt: 57; LETTERS it 
D JANE BROWN. 


Miſtreſs, NO FF {ER | | 3 
Yace, mercy. and peace be to you. I am 1 that ye go 
T go on at Chriſt's back, in this dark and cloudy time: 
Leere good to fell other things for him; for, when all theſe 
6115 arc over, we ſhall find it our advantage, that we have 
en part with Chriſt. I confidently believe, his enemi s 
fie be bis footſto9?, and that he mall make green flowers dead 
deithered hay, when the honour and glory ſhail fall off them 
ie che bloom or flower of a green herb ſhaken with the wind. 
ere not wildom for us, to think that Chriſt and the goſpel 
Www ill Come and fir down at our fire-ſide ; nay, butwe mult go 
Wo of our warn houſes, and leek Chriſt and his goſpel: it 
ot the ſunny ſide of Chriſt that we mai? look to, and we 
Wrouſt not foriake him for want of that; but mult ſet our face | 
i what may befal us, in following on, till be and we i 
He through the briars and buſh:s, on the dry ground. Our i 


PT 

. I. 

Joſt nature would be born through the troubles of this milg- 14 
rahle life, in Chriſt's arms; and it is his wiſdom, Who know- 9 
ch our mould, that his bairns. go wet- ſhod and cold-footed to 14 
raven. O how ſweet a thing were it tor us, to learn to make 74 
or burdens light, by traming our hearts to the burden, and 14 
maling our Lord's will a law! I find Chriſt and his. croſs not ls 
Wo i! to pleaſe, nor yet ſuch troubleſom Gueſts, as men call T3 
When; nay, I think patience ſhould make Chriſt's water good FL 
ine, and bis Arofs good mettal: And we have cauſe to wait i F 
Wor, for, cre ir be long, our Maſter will be at us, and bring 14 


kis whole world out before the ſun and day light in their 
lacks and whites. Happy are they who are found watching: 
dur tand-glals is not ſo long as we need to weary ; time will 
at away and root out our woes and ſorrow : our heaven is in 
the bud, and growing up to an harveſt ; why then ſhould we 
mot follow on, ſeeing: our ſ/pan- length of time will come to an 
fl to you, as Yuur laft living 
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neh? Therefore I commund Chri 
nd longeſt living Huaband, and the Staff ot your old age; 
let him have now ths reſt of your da 3: and think not much 
}t a ſterm upon the ſhip, that, Chriſt ſaileth in; there ſhall 
no paſlenger iallover-board, but the crazed ſhip and the ſea- 
ick paſſengers ſhall come to land iaſe. I am in as lweet com- 

mu nion with 8 as a poor {inner can be; and an only 
pained, that he hath much beauty and fan ſi, and 1 ee 
| | H Ty 9e, 


— — 
— 


= 


— 
— 


3 


— - * 
1 


W at I - a 
— —_ 


» 


„ — ow —— 


ooo 


114 Mr. Rut herfoord's Epiſt. 5% 
love; he great power and mercy, and little faith ; 1. 
much light, and I 5leared eyes. Oh that I faw him irn: 
ſweetneſs of his love and in his marriage- clothes, ant 

over head and cars in love with that princely One, Chriſt 

jus my Lord! Alas! wy riven diſh and running-out ves] ©, 

hold little of Chriſt Jeſus. I have joy in this, that! 

not refuſe death, beſare i put Chriſt's lawtul heritage in me 
tryſtins ; and what know I, it they would have pleaſed b 
Chriſt and me? Alas, that this land hath put Chriſt co 
rouping, and to an, any man more bids? Bleifed are tbey 0 
would hold the crown on his head, and buy Chriſt's hond 


with their own loſſes. I rejoice to hear, your lon Joh is 0 
ming to viſit Chriſt, and taſte of his love: I hope he ſhall e ( 
loſe his pains, or rue of that choice. I had always (as i a | : 
oſten to d a great love to dear Mr. John Brown, becou'- | Rt « 
thought I ſaw Chriſt in him, more than in his brethren; ur I 1 
would 1 write to bim, to ſtand by my ſweet Maſter; ard! I | 
wiſh ye would let him read my letter, and the Joy | have, i 
he will appear for, and fide with my Lord jeſus. Gract bæ It 5: 
with you. | ut + 
Aberd. arch 13. 1637. Toars in his ſmeet Lord Je ſia, d. N. 
— — — — — rn. —G— 2 
T JANE MACMIELAN. 8 
= 
Loving Siſter, 1 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I cannot come to yu, N 
os 

43 


to give you my counſel; and howbeit 1 would cone, 
cannot ſtay with you: but I beſeech you to keep Chriſt; i: 
I did what I could to put you within grips of him: | to! 
you Chriſt's teſtament and Jatter-will plainly, and I kept v0 
thing back that my Lord gave me; and I gave Chriſt to yo! 
with good-will: | pray you make him your own, and go not 
from that truth I taught you, in one haz-breadth ; that att 
thall fave you, if ve follow it. Salvation is not an eaſie t. 
and ſoon gotten ; I often told you, few are faved, and 414, 
many damned: I pray you, make your poor ſoul ture of ':| | 
vation, and make the ſeeking of heaven your daily task. 
ye never had a ſick night and a pained foul for fan, - \-v 
not yet lighted apo hriſt : look to the right marks of ha 
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cloſed with Chriſt; if ye love him better than the world, 20 
would quit all the world for him, then that-ſaith the work 5 
ſound. O if ye ſaw the beauty of Jeſus, and felt the ſme"! ” al 

his loye, you would run through fire and water to be at oo * 
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God tend you him. Pray for me, for i cannot forget you. 
(Grace be with you. | 
pee: N 3 Tour loving Paſter, S. R. 
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Mcfireſs,. : 
goof "mercy and peace be to you. I am glad to hear that | 

Chiiſt and ye are one, and that ye have made him your 

one bing; where many are parnſuly toiled in ſeeking many 

BW things, and their many things are nay Ic is only beſt, ye 
Hour (elf apart, as a thing laid up and ot of the gate, tor 
Chriſt alone; for ye are good for no other thing but Chriſt, 
and he hath been going about you theſe many years, by alli f 
Jaiors, to engage you to bimſelf; it were a pity and a loſs, to {+ 


& {ay him 14y. Verily 1 could wiſh, that I coulc fwim through 14 
hen, ard all the ill weather in the world, and Chriſt in my AY 
guns; but it is my ev?! and fully, that xcepr Chriſt come un- i q 
BS cnt for, Ido not go to ſeek him: When he and 1 fall in rec. 1 
BY 4c: ve are both behind, he in payment, and Jin cetent ing 5 ſl | 
WE 4nd o marches lie ſtill aurid, and count: wncleared betwixt us. 0 
char he would take his own blood for counts and miſcounts, us. 
that I right be a ffe2-mman, ard none had any claim to me, 4,4 
hut any; only Jeſus. 1 will think it no bondage to be rowped, #J 
compriſed and pPeffed by Chriſt, as his bond-man, Think ? 


vell of the viſitations of your Lord: for 1 find one thing, I. 
{aw not well before, that when the ſairts are urder trials, and 
well humbled, little fins raile great cries and war ſhouts in the 

conſcienee; and in proſperity, conſcience is a Pope, to give diſ- 

>xniations, and Jet cut and in, and give latitude and elbew- 
* to our heart. O how little care we tor hardon at Chrilt's 
and, when we make diſpenſations! And all is but bairngs-play, 
nt! : croſs without beget an heavier croſs within, and then 

v2 play no longer with our idols. It is good ti!! to be fevers 
ainſt our ſelves; for we but transform God's mercy iato an 
ob and an idol that hath a diſpenſation to give, ior turning 
be grace of God into wantonneſs. Happy are they who take 
r God, wrath, juſtice, and fin, as they are ir themſelves 3 
yo ve have milcarrying light, that parteth with child, when 
=o - have good reſolutions ; But, God be thanked, that falya- 
ns 10 rolled upon our wheels. O but Chriſt hath a f- 
ace! Salvation is in his eye-lids : When he firſt looked on 
i 1 was ſayed; it coſt NT a look, to make hell quit of 
1 2 : | mes 
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116 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 60 


me: O Merits, free Merits, and the dear blood of God. | 
the beſt gate that ever we could have gotten of hell! O 
a ſweet, O what a fafe and fure way is it, to come out o 
leaning on a Saviour Tat Chriſt and a ſinner ſhould b 
and have hA@ven betwixt them, and be halvers of falyati-r. :: 
the wonder of laly at ion. hat more humble could tov; 
and what an excellent imell doch Chriſt caſt on his lower (2 - 
den, where there grow but wild flowers, if we ſpeak bh 
of compariſon ; but there is nothing but perfect garden-/; _ = 
ers in heaven, and the bait 8 that is there, is , * 
We are al obliged to love heaven for Chriſt's ſake; lee 
ceth heaven and ali his Father's houſe with his preſenccg 
is a Roſo that beautifieth all the upper Garden of G; 
of that Roſe of God, tor ſmell, is worth a world: 0 thu | 
would blow his tmell upon a withered and dead foul ' j; 
then go on to meet with him, and to be filled with tho 
nels of his love. Nothing will hold him from us; he 
decreed to put time, fm, bell, devils, men and death 
the way, and to rid the rough way bet wirt us and him, 
we may enjoy one another. It is ſtrange and wonderful, 
he would think long in heaven without us, and that e wou!! 
dave the company of ſinners to ſolace & delight himſelf 1th 
in heaven: and row the ſupper is abiding, us; Chriſt the! 
groom with defire is waiting on, till the Bride, the Lan 
Wife, be basked tor the marriage, and the great hall be 
tor the meering of that joyſul Couple. O fools, what «+ 
bere ? and why fit we {til} ? wh fleen we in tho priſon - 
it not beſt to make us wings, to. flee up to our Mees Ma! , 
our Marrow, and our fellow friends? I think, Miſtrej:, 1: 
are looking thereaway, and this is your ſecond or 
thought; moke forward, your Guide waiteth on . 
nat but bleſs you for your care and kindneſs to the ſaints. 
give you to hnd mercy in that day of our Lord ſeſus, 
whoſe ſaving grace 1 recommend ou 


Aberd. 1637. ” 4 Tours in n Lord It ſus, 5. % 
— — — . cn a 


Mauch hunoured and worthy Six, 5 
Ou: Letter, full of complaints, bemoaning your gu 
nels, hath humbled me: But give me leave to fay, 1 Wl 

ſeem to. be too far upon the Lew's ſids, ye will not ga mv" 
to be the Law's advocate; 1 thought ye had e. 9 
5 | * N a 
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Law's, but Grace s man: Neverthele(s, / am ſure, ye deſire 
W to take God's part againſt your ſelf; whatever your guiltineſs 
b., ct when it falleth into the ſea of Caod's mercy, it is but 
ce à drop of blood fallen in che great ocean. There is no- 
= thing here to be done, but let Cariſt's doom light on the old 
auan, and let him bear his condemnation, ſeeing in Chriſt he 
was condemned; for the Law hath but power over your worſt 
half: let the blame therefore lie, whertthe blame ſhould be ; 
and let the m / nan be {ure to lay, I um comely as the tents 
/ Kedar, bowbcit I be black and ſun-barnt, by fitting neigh» 


Grace's defence, and Chriſt's white throne, whereto a ſinner, 
condemned by the Law, may appeal: But the uſe that / make 
of it, is, / am ſorry that I am not ſo tender and thin bin d, cha 
am {ure Chriſt may find employment for his calling in mes 
i in any living, ſeeing from my youth upward 7 have been 
making up che blackeſt proceſs, that any miniſter in the world, 
or an other can anſwer to: And when J had done this, / pain · 
As 2 providence of my own, and wrote eaſe for my felf. and. 

a pcaccable miniſtry, and che ſun ſhining on me, till I ſhould 
Wc in it beaven's gates; ſuch green and raiy thoughts had Jof 
Ci. / thought alſo of a fleeping devil, that would pals by 
eie of me, lying in mwirs and out-jiel ds; fol bigged the 
„„ z/t, and dreamed of dying at eaſe, and living in @ 
os paradiſe : Bur ſince / came hither, 7 am often ſo; as-thac 
wy would have much rhetortck that would perſwade me, 
har Chriſt hath not written wrath on my dumb and filent 
abbaths ; (which is a perſecution of the lateſt edition, being 
ſed againſt none in this land, that I can learn of, beſides me) 
nd often { Ye under a non- entry, and would gladly fell all my 


ealed aſſurances; but / ſee often blank papers. And my great- 
ſt deſires are theſe tivo, 1. That Chriſt would take me in 
and to cure me, and undertake for a ſick min: J know, J 
wuid not die under his hand; and yet in this, while / fill 
2 -t, / believe through a cloud, that forrow, which hath no 
ss, hath but put vail on Chriſt's love. 2. It pleaſeth him 
ten, fince J eame hither, ro come with ſome ſhort blinks of 
us [meet love; and then, becauſe. I have none to help me to 
praiſe his love, and can do him no ſervice in my own perſon, 
as / thought once did in his Temple) 7 die with wie: and 
elice, to take up houle, and awell at the well-fide, and to 
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heur beſide a body of. fins I ſcek no more here, but room for 


os, to be confirmed King | ug free-tenant, and to have 


ave him praiſed and. ſet on high: But alas; what can thelike 
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118 Mr, Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 61. 
of me do, to get a good name raiſed upon my Welbelo yen 
Lord j eſus, ſuppoſe I could deſite to be ſuſpended for ever of 
my part of heaven, for his glory? I am ſure, if I could ges 
my will of Chriſt's loye, and could be once over head and rs 
In the believed, apprehend:d, and ſeen love of the 0 9 
God, it were the fulfilling of the defires of the only happi:.- 5 
I would be at; but the truth is, / hinder my communion n 
him, becauſe of want of both faith and repentance, +4 
becauſe J will make an idol of Chriſt's kiffes : 7 will neither 
dead nor drive, except I ſee Chrift's love run in my chars! ; 
and when I wait and look for him the wpper way; 7 . his wil- 
dom is pleaſed to play me a ſlip, and come the lower way : ' 
that 7 have not the right art of guiding Chrzft ; for there rt 
and wiſdom required in guiding of Chri/F's love aright. 4+ 
we haue gotten it. O how far are his ways above mi 
how little of him do I ſee! And when 1 am as dry as a bu"; 
heath in a drouthy ſummer, and when my root is wither, 
How heit I think then, that I would drink a ſea- full of Chins, 
ere eyer 1 would let the cup go from my bead; yet I get ro 


thing but delays, as if he would make hunger my daily fo 


. 


1 think my {elf alſo hungered of hunger; the rich Lord ſeſus 
ſatisſie a famiſhed man. Grace be with you. | 
Aberdeen, 10. Sept. 5 Tour own in hy (re 
1637. | Lord Jeſis, 8. 
— — — —— — —— coo 
o by worthy and much honoured Friend, 
FUL K ELITES. 1 
Worthy and much honoured in ur Lord, 


YN Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad of bur 


more than paper-acquaintanee : Seeing we have one u. 
ther, it reckoneth the leſs though we never {aw one anot'!: 5 
face. I profels my ſelf molt unworthy to follow the can 0 
inch a worthy and renowned Captain, as Chriſt. Oha 
have cauſe to be grieved, that men expect any thing of ſuck 
a wretched man as | am : It is a wonder to me, if Chriſt © 
Make any ching of my naughty, ſhort and narrow love to hu 
ſurely it is not worth the uptaking. 2. As for our lovely ad 
beloved Church, in Ireland, my heart bleedeth for her du 
tion; but I believe our Lord is only lopping the vine-trcts, 
but not intending to cut them down, or root them out. it 


* 


true, ſeeing we are Heart-Atheifts by neture, and cannot. 
ty aright, ( becauſe we halt and crook, ever ſinet 5 
ell) we dream of an halting. proyidenee, as if God's 9 

| 8 . 1 bee 
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Epiſt. 61. EEI1HBEKS... - 119 
whereby he mea ſureth joy and forrow to the ſons of men, were 
crooked and unjuſt, becauſe ſervants are on herſe-back, ank 
princes go on foot : but our Lord dealeth good and evil, and 1 
ſome one portion or other to both, by ounce- weights; and x 
meaſureth them in a juſt and even balance. It is but folly to 1 
meaſure the Goſpel by ſummer or winter-weather : The ſum- i} 
mer-{un of the ſaints, ſhineth not on them in this life: How | 
{hould we have complained, if the Lord had turned the ſame 
providence, that we now ſtomach at, ap-ſide- down, and had 
ordered matters thus, that firſt the ſaints ſhould have enjoyed 
heaven, glory, and eaſe, ard then ere days of 
{forrow ana daily miſerics 7 We wvoul think 4 ſhort 
heaven no heaven ; certainly his ways pals finding out. 
3. Ye complain of the evil of Heart- Atheiſm ;, but it is ta 
greater atheiſt, than any man can be, that ye write of that: 

Oh, Light findeth not that reverence and fear, as a Plant of 

God's ſetting ſhould fird in our ſoul ! How do we by nature, 

others, detain and captivate the truth » God in unriyuhteouſ- 

(5, and ſo make God's light a bound priſoner © And even 

wen the priſoner breaketh the jayle, and cometh out, in be- 

lief of a Godhead, and in ſome practice of holy obedien&e, 
how often do we, of new, lay hands on the priſoner, and put 
our Light again in fetters ? Certainly there cometh great miſt 
and clouds from the lower part of our ſoul, our earthly affe- 
ctions, to the higher part, which is our conſcience, either na- 
tural or renewed ; a ſmoke in a lower houſe breaketh up, ind 
defileth the houſe above: If we had more practice of obedi- 
ence, we ſhould have more ſound light. I think, lay aſide all 
other guiltineſs, this one, the violence done to God's candle 
in our ſoul, were a ſufficient dittay againſt us; for there is no 
helping of this, but by ſtriving to ſtand in aw of God's Light; 
leſt Light tell tales of us, we deſire little to hear: But fince 
it is not without God, that Light fitteth neighbour to Wil, 

(a lawleſs lord ) no marvel that ſuch a neighbour ſhould 

leaven our Judgment, and darken our Light. I ſce there is 

« neceſſity, that we proteſt againit the doings of the d man, 

and raiſe up a party againſt our worſt half, to accuſe, con- 

dem, ſentence, and with ſorrow bemoan the dominion of in's 

kingdom ;z and withal, make law, in the new Covenant, 2 

gainſt our guiltineſs; for Chriſt once condemned ſin in the # » 

End we are to condemn it over again: And if chere had not. 
been ſuch a thing as the grace of Jeſus, I ſhould have long » 1 

nce giyen up with heaven, 2 with the expeRation 5 if th 
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120 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epilt. 6. 
Gdd: But grave, grace, Freeprate; the merits of Chi 
nothing, white and fair, aud large gat iour- mH (wii) ;. 
net har fort of thing than crenινj]⅛erty, or la w- vos, 
a thouſand derzes above angel- mere) hath been, and ma 
He the rock, that we, drowned fouls, mult -im to ve 
waſhing, renewed applicatior of purchated redemption h. 
that ſacred Blood, that ſealeth the free Covenant, is a 


of daily and hourly uſe to a poor inner: I ill we be in h-ayen, 


our iſſu of blood will not be quite dryed up; and there; 
we mult reſolve to apply peace to our fouls,” from the ne 4; 
Uving wv 35 and Jetus, ho cleanleth and cureth the leproys 
ſoul, lovely Jeſus, muſt be our ſong on this ide of heavon'; 
gates: And even when we have won the caſtle, tben muſt we 
eternally ting, Worthy, worthy js the Lamb, who hut) {a4 
oF a in bi own Blood. I would countet 2!! tr: 
ranſomed ones to learn this ſong, and to drink and be dru 
with the love of 1477 O faireſt, O higbeſt, O lovclieſt 
One, open the Well! O water the burnt and withered. tri. 
vellers with this love ofthine ! I thirik it is poſſible on c 
build a young new Ferufalem, a litthe new Heaven of is 
ſur paſſing love. God either ſbnd me more of this love, 
take me quitkly over the water, where T may be filled with 
his love : My foftnels cannot take with want 1 profeſs, | 
bear not hunger of Chriſts love, fair: i know not, if I, 
foul play with Chriſt, but 1 would have a link of that cha- 
his providence mended, in pineing and delaying the 4u::7ry 
on-waiters. For my ſelf, I could 'with chat Chrift wouid 
out upon me more of that love: Vet to ſay Chriſt is a Niggar 
to me, I dare not; and if 1 ſay, I have abundance of his lune, 
I ſhould lis: am half-ſtraitned to complain and ery, 1 
Jeſs, hold thy hand no longer. Worthy Sir, let me have your 
Prayers in my bonds. Grace he with you. N 
Alerd. 7. Sept. 1637. Durs in his ſweet Lord Jeſis, S. 
3 — ; = — once — — tenets + immanent — — 
Tt JAMES LINDSAY. 
Dea, Brother, ae | 
Te conſtant ind. daily obſerving of God's going along 
with you, in his coming, going, ehbing, flowing, em. 


Ly —  — 


| bracing” and kiffing, 'glooming and ſtriking, giveth me 


wit!efs.and lazy obſerver of the Lord's way and working, ) -! 
bþeavy ſtroke: conld I keep ſight of him, and know when | 
want, and carry as became me in chat condition, I Would biels 
a caſe, But, 1. For deſertions, I think them like 1 
* . a ** a 03 LO Tr e ee IDSA E a, Ye Fob. 
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Oran and weak land, jor fore years, white it gather ſap for 
better crop 4 IT 1s 22 to gather gold, where it may be 
1d, with moonlight. Oh if 4 could but creep one foot, ot 
nalt 2 foot, nearer into Jeſys, in ſuch a dilinal night as that, 
when he is away-! 1 thould think it an happy avlence. 2. If 
1 knew the Beloved were only gone away for trial, and for 
further humiliation, and not Imoked out of the houſe with 
new provocations, | would forgive deſertions, and hold. m 
neace at his abſence; but Chriſt's bought abſence that i 
boug|! c with my fin ) is two running boils at once, one u 
ther ſide; and what ſide then can 1 lie on? 3. [ know, as 
night and ados are good for flowers, and moon-light and 
Awws are berter than a continua fun; fois ChrifPs abſence of 
'mecial uſe, and it hath ſome nouriſhing virtue in it, and giv- 
eth {ap to humility, and putteth an edge on hunger, and fur- 
a hach 

irs fingers in gripping, it ſeeth not what. 4. It is mercy's 
wonder, and grace's wonder, that Chriſt will lend a piece of 
the lodging, and a back-ebamver beſide himſelt, to our luſts; 
and that he and ſuch ſwine ſhould keep houte together in our 
foul : For, ſuppoſe they couch and contract themlelves into 
little room when Chriſt cometh in, and ſeem to lie as dead 
under his feet; yet they often break out again: And that a 
foot of the od man, ox a leg or arm nailed to Chriſt's crofs 
{noteth the nail, or breaketh out again; and yet Chriſt, be ſide 
this unruly and miſnurtured neighbour, can ſtill be makin 
Mven in the ſaints, one way or other. May got I ay, 
Lori! Je ſus, what dooft thou here? Net here he muſt he; but 
will not loſe my feet to go on into this depth and vonder; 
wr free mercy and infinite merits took a lodging to Chrift 
and us, beſide ſueh a lothlom gueſt as fin. 5. SanAikeati- 
on, and mortifeation of our luſts, are the hardeſt part of 
Chriſtianity ; it is in a manner as natural to us to leap, 
when we fee the New Jeruſalem, as to laugh, when we are 
tickled; Joy is not under command, or at our nod, when 
Chriſt kiffeth : hut O how many of us would have Chriſt 
divided into'two halves, that we might take the half of bim 


anly, and take his office, ſeſus and Salvation but Lord is a 


cumberſom word, and to Obey, and work out our own Salvation, 
and to perfect Helineſs, is the cumberiom and ſtormy north- 
ade of Chriſt, and that we ſhew and ſtij ft. 6. For your queſti- 
on, the acceſs that reprobates have to Chriſt (which is none 
at all; for to the Father in Chriſt, neither can they, ge 


a fair field co faith to put forth it ſelf, and to exerciſe . . 
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122 Mr. Rutherfoor P's  DEpiſt, 67. 
vill they come, becauſe Chriſt died not for them ; and ver 
"= law, God and juſtice overtaketh them) I ay, 8% 

There are with you more worthy and learned. than 1 4; 
Mrs. Dickſon, Blair and Hamilton, who can more fully ſatisfe 
vou; but I Jaal! ſpeak in brief, what I think of it, in the 
aflertions,, 1. All God's juſtice toward man and angel: 


. floweth from an act of the abſolute, ſovereign, free-wii! « 
4A God, Who is our Former and Potter, and we are but 4 
5 for it he had forbidden to eat of the reſt of the trees ( 
N Garden of Eden, and conunanded Adam to eat of the le 


of kncwledge of good and evil, that command no douht ».; 
I Deen as juſt as this, Eat of «ll the trees, but net at all of , 
1 tree of kn1wiedge of good and eil. The reaſon is, because 
his will is his juftice, and he willeth not ces without bin. 
ſel, becauſe they are jf: God cannot, needeth not 
hunt Sanctity, Holinels or Righteguſneſs from things . ith 
out himſelf”; and fo not from the actions of men and angels ; 
becauſe his will is eſſentially holy and juſt, and the prin: 
rule of Holineſs and ſuſtice: As the fire is naturally lige, 
and inclineth upward, and the earth heavy, and incl! 
downward. The ſecond Aſſertion then is, I hat God faith t- 
reprobates, Believe in Chriſt (who hath not died for 
ſalvation } and ye ſhall be ſaved, is juſt and right; becau- 
his eternal and. cfſentially juſt will, hath ſo enacted ard de- 
creed : Suppoſe natural reaſon ipeak againſt this, this is 1. 
deep and fpecial myſtery of the Goſpel. Gbd hath obliged 
hard and faſt, all the reprobates of the viſible Church tv 
believe this promiſe, Hg that believeth ſhall be ſaved, 3:4 
yet, in (God's decree and ſecret intention, there is no ſalvati- 
on at all decreed and intended to reprobates; and yet he 
obligation of God, being from his ſovereign tree-will, is mo: 
Juſt, as is {aid in the firſt Aſſertion. Third Aſſertion, | bc 
righteous Lord hath right over the reprobates and all reafor- 
y able creatures, that violate his commandments ; this is cate. 
„ Fourth Aſſertian, The faith that God ſeeketh of reprobates, 
| is, That they rely upon Chriſt, as deſpairing of their own 
righteouſneſs, leaning wholly, and withal humbly; as weary 
9 and loaden, upon Chriſt, as on the Reſting-ſtone laid in Ziv 
li hut he ſerketh not thit, without being weary of their fin, 
7 | they rely on Chriſt, mankind's Saviour; for to rely on Chri!!, 


I and not to be weary of fin, is preſumption, not faith : faith 
zs ever „ wagpe" to a contrite ſpiric; and it is impoſſible that 

faich can be, where there is not a caſten- down and 3 1 
3 . Peart, 
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A 
uy 


Py 


Eniſt, 63. LETTERS. 125 
heart, in ſome meaſure, for ſin: Nom it is certain, God com- 
mand-th no man to preſume. Fifth Agerticn, Then re pro- 
hates are not abſolutely obliged to believe, that Chriſt died 
fox them in particular; for in truth, neither reprobates nor 
othors arc obliged to believe a lie: only they are obliged to 
beli-ye Chr igt died for them, if they be nrit weary, burdened, 
ek and condemned in their own conſciences, and ſtricken 
4d and killed with the Law's ſentence, and have indeed em- 
i,-:c24 him as ofered, which is a ſecond and ſublequent act 
i faith, following after a coming to bim, and cloting with 
him. Sixth Afertion, Reprobates are not formally guilty of 
contempt of God, and misbeliet, becauſe they apply nox 
©iriit ard the promiſes of the Goſpel to themielves in par- 
teuiar ; for ſo they thould be guilty becaule they believe no. 
a lie, which God never obliged them ta believe. Seventh Aj- 
ien, Juſtice hath a right to puniſh reprobates, / hecauſe out 
pride of heart, confiding in their own righteouſneſs, they 
cl not upon Chriſt, as aSaviour of all them that come to 
him : This God may juſtly oblige them unto ; becauſe in 
Adam they had perfect ability to do; and men are guilty, be- 
cauſe they love their own inability, and reſt upon themſelves, 
aud refuſe ro deny their own righteouſneſs, and to take them 
to Chriſt, in whom there is righteouſneſs for wearied ſinners. 
Eighth Aſſertion, It is one thing to rely, lean, and reſt upon 
Chriſt, in humilicy and wearinels of ſpirit, and denying, our 
own rightcoulnels, believing him to be the only righteouſ- 
ne!'s of wearied ſinners; and it is another thing to believe 
Chriſt died tor me, Fobn, Thomas, Anna, upon an intention 
and decree to {ave us by name. For, Firſt, ok goeth 
lürſt, che latter is always after in due order. 2. ne Pg is 
taith, the ſecond is a fruit of faith. The firſt obli- 
gech reprobates and all men in the viſible Kirk, the latter 
obligeth only the weary and laden, and ſo only the elect and 


effectually called of God. Ninth Aſſertien, It is a vain order, 


1 know not Fj Chriſt died for me, John, Thomas, Anna by 
name ; and therefore I dare not rely en him. The reaſon is, 
becauſe it is not taith, to believe God's intention and decree 
of election at the firſt, ere ye be wearied : Look firſt to your 
own intention and foal, if ye find tin a burden, and can, and 
do reſt, under that burden, upon Chriit ; if this he once, now 
come and believe in particular, or rather 
in my judgment it is a fruit of beließ, not belief) and feel- 
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apply by ſenſe (for 
ing the good-will, intention, aud gracious purpoſe. of God. 
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124 Mr. Rut hemponds Epiſt. 4; 
anerit your ſalvation : Hen, becauſe there is malice ++ -.. 
probates, and contempt vf Chrift, guilty they are, and ug. 
hath Law againſt them: And, which is the nter], they __ 
not come up to Chriſt, becauſe he died not for them | b 
their fin 73, that they love their inability to come to CH. 
und he who loveth his chains, deſerveth chains :* And thus 
ſhort, remember my bonds, 


Aberd, Sept. 5. Tours in hie ſweet Lord 
1637. | Je ſus, S. R. 
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To the Earl of CAS SILLS. 
My very honourable aud noble Lord, 

"* Face, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip. Pardon 
JF tv expreis my earneſt deſire to your Lordſhip tor 21 
abe, fur Whom we ſhould not hold our peace. I know you, 
Lordfhip will take my pleading on this behalf in the better 
part, becauie the neceſſity of a falling and weak Church is ur. 
gent. I believe your Lordſhip is one of Zion 's friends, ar 
that by obligation; for when the Lord ſhall count and 91 
ip the people, it hall be written, This man was born ti. e 
T heretore, becauſe your Lordſhip is a born fon of the Hou, 
J hope your Jeſire is, that the Beauty and Glory of the Lord 
may dweil- in the midſt of the City, whereof your Lord p 
fs 2 fon. it muſt be without all doubt the greateſt howovr 
of vour place and houſe, to kils the Son of Gad, and for hi: 
eke, to be hind to his oppreſſed and wronged Bride, who. 
now in the day of her deſol ation, heggeth help of you, that 
are the ſhields of the earth: | am ſure ance, $1694 prince: 
and nobles, in the day of Chriſt's ſecond coming, would 
glad to run errands for Chriſt, even bare focted thorow f. 
and water; but in that day be will have nore of their ir- 
vice. Now he is asking, if your Lordfhip will help bin 
againſt the mighty of the earth; when men are ſetting their 
M˖oulders to Chriſt's fair and beautiful tent in this land, to 
looſe its ſtakes, and break it down; and certainly ſuch as arc 
not with Chriſt, are againſt him: And bleſſed ſhail your Lord- 
ſhip be of the Lord, bleiled ſhall your houſe and feed be, and 
blefſed ſhall your honour be, if ye empuwud, and lay „ 
Chriſt's hand the Earldom of Caſſil, ( 692 it is but a ſhadow 
in compariſon of the City made without hands ) and lay :t 
even at the Rake, rather than Chriſt and born-down truth 
Want 2 witnels of you, againſt the apoſtaſie of this land. 
hold your lands of Chriſt, your charters are under his fe, 
and 
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Epiſt. 63. ERTT ERS. 125 
and hie who hath many crowns on his head, dealeth, cuttoth, 
and carveth pieces of this clay-heritage to men, at his yu 
re, It is little your Lordfhip hath to give him; he will not 
fleep long in your common, but ſhall ſurely pay home your 
1ofcs for his cauſe. It is but our bliered eyes that look thio- 
0 3 falſe glals to tiiis idol-pgod of clay, and think lomerhing 
of it : They who are paſt with their laſt ſentence to heaver or 
Well. and have made their reckoning, ard departed out of 
+ {nokis inn, have now no other Romteit of this world, 
but as a piece 6 beguilipg well-luſtred clay; and how {aft 
doth time (like a flood in motion) carry your Lordihip out 
of it? and is not Blernity coming with wings? court gosth 
r in heaven as it Goth here. Our Lord (ho hach all you, 
the nobles, lying in the thell of his balance) efteemeth you, 
accordingly as ve are the Bridegroom's friends or foes: Your 
nu durable Anceſtors, with the hazard of their lives, brought 


waichmen, are fallen fromthe Lord, and have fold their H- 
ber, and their Father allo, and the Lord's truth, for their 
new elvet-world, and their Sotin-church. If ye, the nobles, 
„lay Chriſt a flip, now when his back is at the wall, (il may 


upon Scotiand's finoking-cuat 3 but we hope better things of 


in r2queſt, to he ſilent, when they are catting lots for a better 
thing than Chriſt's coat. All this land, and every man's part 
of the play for Chriſt, and tears of poor and friendlefs Zien, 
no going dool-like in ſackcloth)] are up in heaven before 
our Lord; and there is no queſiion, but our King and Lord 
all be Maſter of the fields at length : and we would all be 
2\:d to divide the ſpoil with Chriſt, nd to ride in triumph 
with him; but Oh how few will take a cold bed of Qtraw in 


al ched houſe above their heads, all the way to heaven? And 
many now would go to heaven the land- way (for they love 


not to be ſea- ſick) riding up to Chriſt upon foot: mantles, 


and rattling=coaches, and rub! ing their velvet with the prin- 
es of the land, in the higheſt ſeats. if this be the way Chriſt 
calted ſtrait and narrow, 1 quit all skill of the way to fal- 

| Vatton. 
Have they not put our Lord Jefus to the market, and he who 
-ut-piaceth hie fellow, alt get him? G my dear and 
| ; noble 


Chritl to cur hardsz ard ir mall be crueity to the poſterity, if 
ole him to them. One of our Tribes, Levi's tons, the 


peak) then may we lay, That the Lord hath caſten water 


you. Ie is no wiidom, however it be the State-wiſdom now 


de camp, with lim! How tain would men have a well- 


Are they not now rouping Curiſt and the Goſpel ? 
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126 Mr. Ratherfoor ds Epiſt, 64, 


noble Lerd, go on ( howbeit the wind be in your fac 

back our princely Captain; be couragious for him: Fear pat 

theſe who bave no ſubſeribed leaſe of days, the worms (at; 

eat kings; let the Lord Jebuab be your feat: And ther 

the Lord liveth, the: victor) is yours. It is true, mapy 

| itriking up a new way to heaven; but my foul for their 
. they find it; and if this be not the only way, whoſe end s 
Chriſt's Father's houſe : And my weak ezperience, finc- (4. 
Cay 1 was firſt in bonds, hath confirmed me in the truth and 
"1 aſſurance of this: Let doRors and learned men cry the con. 
4 trair, I am periwaded this is the way. The bottom hath 1. 
5 len out of both their wit and conicience at once; their boo 
2 bath beguiled them, for we have fallen upon the true Chri“ 
I dare hazard, if I alone had ten fouls, my ſalvat ion upon 
Stone, that many now break their hones upon. Let theme 


this fat World, Oh poor and hungry is their paradiſe | There. 
fore let me entreat your Lerdſbip, hy your compearancs bt. 
„ . *Chrift, now while this piece of the, afternoon of your day 8 
| before you, (for ye know not when your {un will turn, d 
J ternity ſhall benight you) let your glory, honour and m. 


worldly be for our Lord jeſus : and to his rich grace, and 

der mercy, and to the never-dying comforts of his gracin: 
Spirit, recommend your Lordſhip and Noble houſe. 

Aberd. Sept. 9. 637. Tur Lordjbip's at all obedience, 5... 


"© Tr the Lels LARGIARIES. 
Miſtreſs, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you, I hope ye know wit 
conditions paſt betwixt Chriſt and you, at your fit 
meeting: ye remember, he ſaid, your ſummer days Wo 
have clouds, and your roſe a prickly thorn beſide it: Chris 
is unmixt in heaven, all ſweetneſs and bony; here wv: 
have him with his thorny and rough croſs; yet I know 
no tree heareth ſweeter fruit, than Chriſt's croſs, except 
would raiſe a lying report on it. It is your, part to ta-* 
Chriit, as he is to be had in this lite : ſufferings are like 
wood planted round about his houſe, over door and wir- 
dow : if we could hold faſt our grips of him, the field wer? 
won. Yet a little while, and Chriſt ſhall triumph: give Chrill 
his own mort time, to ſpin out theſe to long threads of bea 
and hell to all mankind, for certainly the thread will not breas 3 
and when he hath accompliſhed his work in mount Zion, ard 
hath refined his flyer, he will bring new vellgls out of tbe 
en ee e nr AIR, wit ee eee e e, 
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nace, and pleniſh his houſc, and take up houſe again. Icoun- 
ou, to free your ſolf of clogging temptations, by overcom- 
ing {ome and contemnin others, and watching over all : abide 
trüb and loyal to Chriſt, for few now are fait to him: they 
dive Chriſt blank paper, for a bond of tervice and attendance, 
Sow when Chriſt hath moſt ado; to waltea little blood. with 
Chriit, and to put our part of this drothe world in pawn o- 
ve; in us hand, as willing to quit it for him, is the ſafeſt ca» 
Þinet to keep the world in: but theſegvho would take the 
world and all their N on their back, and run away from 
Thriſt, they will tall by the way, and leave their burden be- 
hind them, and be taken captive themſelves. Well were my 
foul, to put all 1 have, life and fool, over in Chrift's hands; 
let him be forthcoming for all. If any ask, How I do? Ian- 


„ 


to, my ſufferings had melted me away in aſhes and ſmoke; 
{ thank my Lord, that he hath tomething in me, that this fire 
cannot conſume. Remember my love to your husband, and 
cy him from me, I deſire that he may fer aſide all things, 
and make ſure work of ſalyation, that it be not a ſecking, when 
the ſand-glaſs is run out, and time and eternity ſn ul tryſt to- 
gcther; there is no errand ſo weighty as this: O that he 
wou'd take it to heart. Grace be with you. | 
Aberd. Tours in Cbriſt Feſus his Lord, S. Re 
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To the Lady DUNGUEI GH. 
Miſtreſs, '+ © | 
Long to hear from you, and how ye go on With Chriſt :- I 
am jure that Chriſt and ye once met ; I pray you, faſten 
Wh our grips ; there is holding and drawing, and much ſea-way 
o heaven, and we are often/ea-fick ; but the voyage is ſo need- 
ul, that we muſt on any terms take ſhipping with Chriſt. I 


odying in this ſmoky Houſe of the world, in which we are 
et living; Oh that we ſhould love ſmcke fo well, and clay 
hat holdeth our feet faſt! It were our happinets to follow 
n after Chriſt, and to anchor our ſelves upon the Rock, in the 
pper fide 4 the vail. Chriſt and Satan are now drawing two 
arties; and they are blind who ſee not Scotland divided in 
wo camps, and Chriſt coming out with his white banner of 
ove, and he hangeth that over the heads of his ſoldiers“: 


* 


1 3 


279 rene wy . 


1wer, None can be but well, that are in Chriſt : and if were 


-lieve it is a good country we are going to, and there is ill 


ind the other captain, the Prager, is coming out with 2 
. On. | — 
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s Mr. Rutherford s Epilt. 65 
4 great black flag. and crieth, the world, toe world, ea, 
| nour, and à whole skip, and @ foft cue; and there 1y they 
and leave Chrift to fend for himſelf, My counſel is, that e 
come out and leave the multitude, and let Chrift have 1 
company; et them take clay and this preſent world, wh |, 
it : Chriſt is a more worthy and noble portion; bleſſd 


> 


bl > 

Þ theſe who get him: It is good, ere the ſtorm riſe, to mac rea 
4 b all, and to be prepared to go to the camp with Criſt, coin, 
49 he will not keep the houle, nor lit at the hre-fide, With c 
5 ers: Aſhowre for Chriſt is little enougb. Oh I find l= 
1 little or him! Wo, wo, wo's me, that I have no pr 
5 for my Lord Jeſus: my love is 10 feckleſs, that it is Han 
N to offer it to him. Oh if it were as bread as heaven, 2s dent 
$A as the fea, I would gladly beſtow it upon him I pertwade 
* you, God is wringing grapes of red wine for Scotland, 4 
Fa this land. ſhall drink and ſpue and fall: His enemies 
k% * drink the thick of it, and the grounds of it; but Scetla - 
1 withered tree ſhall bloffom again, and Chrift hall make 
Þ cond marriage with her, ind take home his Wife our c 


Furnace : but. if our eyes ſhall ſee it, he knoweth win bt. 
created time. Grace be with you. 1 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. K. 
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7 JONET MACKCULLOCH, 
Loving Siſter, | Fee ; 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you. Hold on your c 


_ ew fer it may be, I will not ſoon tee you: venture throig! 
Wo the thiek of all things after Corift, and loſe not your Malt: 
1 Cbriſt, in the throng of this great Market. Let Chriſt 9 
1 how heavy, and how many a Kaese you, and your cares, 


burdens, crofles, and ſins are; let him bear all: make the 
ritage ſure to your ſell; get charters and writs, paſſed an! 
through, and put on Arms for tbe battle, and keep r 


RK by Chriſt, and then let the wind blow out of what airth it wi 
i Jour ſoul will not blow in the ſea. I find Chrit the mw! 
0 eadable Friend and Companion in the worid to me 20 


„tui need ard yfefulneſs of Chriſt is ſeen beſt in trials. ON; 
be be not well worthy of his room Lodge hint ia houic Pl 
heart; and ſtir up your hutbaud to {eek the Lord: Iwond 
he: hath never written to me; I do not forget him, 1 tavy" 
you the. M hole counſel of God, and delivered it tg you; ic 

be inquired for, at your Hands; have it in readineſs, agai 
. | | 1 
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+ time chat the Lord ask for It: make you to meet the Lord, 
and reſt and Necp in the love of that iatreſt among the ſons of 
1.1: delire Chriſt's beauty : give gut all your love to bim, 
nd let nong Fall by: learn ig ayer to [peak to him: he! 
vour mother's ſoul, and defire er. fron: me, to legk.che Lord 
And his Salvation; it is not ſoon found, many miſs it. Grace 
be with vou - . | | } 
Aberd. 1837. Tour loving paſtor, S. R. 
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To py Land CRALGHAL I. 


My Lord, | a 
Cannot expound your Loraſhiy's contrary tides, and theſe 
tentations, wherewith ye are aſſaulted, to be any other 
{Ling but Chriſt trying you, and ſay ing uno you, ud will ye. 
6/0 leave m: I am lure, Chrilt hath a great advantage a- 
boink you, it yr play foul pray to him, in tuat che holy Spirit 
ec dons his part, in evidencing to your (Coulcience, that 
his is the way of Chriſt, wherein ye ſhall have peace 5 and the 
her, as fare as God liveth, the Anutichrift's way herefore as 
„e fear God, fear your light, and ſtand in awe of a conyincing 
onſcicnce : it is far better for your walt to krep your 
oplticence, and to hazard, in ſuch a honourable cauſe, your 
lace 3 than wilfully, and againſt yaur light, to come under 
niltinels: kings cannot heal broken coniciences ; and when 
lesth and judgment ſhall cmprize your foul, your counſch- 
rs ard others cannot become caution te juſtice far you. Ere 


5 be long, our Lord will put a final determination to Ad 4 
gt arliament and mens laws, and will clear. yoy, before men an 

er „gels, of mens unjuſt ſentences. Ye receiyes honour, and place 
00 ad auchority, and riches and reputation from your Lord, to 
rv, © forward and advance the liberties and freedom of Chri/f*s 


ingdom: Men, whoſe conſciences are made of ſtoutneſs, 
Link little of ſuch matters, which, notwithſtanding incroach 
ireMly upon Chriſt's Preragative Royal. So would men think 
a light matter tor M to put out his band, to hold the 
ord's falling ark ; but it coſt him his liſe. And who doubr- 
u, but a carnal friend will adviſe you, to ſhut᷑ your Window, 
1d pray beneath your breath: Tz make too Feat a din. with 
our prayers ; ſo Would a bead-of-wit ſpeak, if ye were in Pa- 


nde ils place: But mens overgilded reaſons will nat help yous 
wg hen your conſcience is like ro rive with a a>vble charge. 


* las, alas, when will this ws" 3 learn to ſubmit their wiſdom 
14 | | 
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130 Mr. Rut berfoord's Epiſt. 6, 
to the wiſdom of God:? 1 am ſure, your TLordſbip hath found 
the truta; go not then to {earch it over gy ; for it is cdi. 
'nary for men to make doubts, When they have a ming to dee 
4 the truth. Kings are not their own men, their ways ven 


God's hand. I rejoyte and ai glad; that ve reſolve ta :/;, Wl 
with Chriſt, howbeit his court be thin. Graee be ith 1. Wil 
47 Lordſhip. 4 | 3 
% Aberd. Sept. 7. Tour Lordſhip's in his Heer Masten 
Ji | 1637, Lord Feſus, S. Ro 4Y 
vl DS a wo - DT ſ ED. RES — * 5 
1:8 To WILLIAM RIGG of Atherny. 4 
= 1 . 3 
1 Worthy and much honoured Sir, 4 
77 Race, mercy and peace be to y: Ho ſad a Prices 
'\ T woult | be, it I knew not that my Lord jelus hat. 


keys of the priſor himielf; and that his death and blood ht 
bought a bleſling to our cro/tes. as well as to our ſelves * | 1 
ſure, troubles have nh prevailing right over us, if they bc but 
our Lord's Serjeants, to keep us in ward, while we are © th, 
fide of Heaven: Iam perſwaded allo, that they ſhall nt yu 
over the beund-road, nor enter into Heaven with us; (or they 
And no welcoine there, where there is no more death, nth 
forrow ner ing, neither any more pain: and therefore 
leave them behind us. Oh if I could get as good a gt vn, 
even this woful and wretched body of fin, as I get of G/: 
crols! Nay.indeed, I think the croſs beareth both me an" 
ſelf, rather than J it, in compariſon of the tyranny 9 tr 
' Jawieſs fleſh and wicked neighbour, that dwelleth lis 
Chriſt's new creature: But On, this is that which protieti i 
„„im down, and paineth me: Jeſus Chriſt in His aint u 
_**neighbour with ar ill /e:-nd,- corruption, deadneſs, c 
pride, luſt, worldiine!s, ſelf-love, ſecurity, falmood. 118 
* world of mo the like, which 1 find in me, that are da!! ©» 
ing violence to the new Man. O but we have caule to cr) 
low ſails, and to cleave*faſt to free Grace, free, free Gres 
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1 pleflod be eur Lord, that ever that way wis found dun 
1 my one fuot were in heaven, and my ſoul half in, if free-w! 
h | and corruption were abſolute lords of me, I ſhoalds never Win 
19% \ wholly.in. @ but the ſweet, new and living way, that C 


' hath Ntruc up ts our home, be a ſaſe way! 1 find now pr 
ſence and acceſs 2 greater dainty than before; but yet ©! 


Btidegroom lockętb through the lattzts, and thorow Oh: by | 


"1 
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Epiſt, 6g, . LETTERS. 131 
the other fide of the water. Grace be witIfpou, 
| Aberd. Sept. 30. 1637+ Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


8 6 —_ 


the Lady K IL C ONMGUH AIX. 


Miſtreſs, 8 F a pak p 
Race, mercy and peace be to you, 4 received your letter : 
I | am heartily content, ye love and own; this oppreſſed 
od wronged cauſe of Ch riſt, and that now, . hen lo many are 
knilcurried, ve are in any meaſure taken withthe love 1 4 
# cry not, but come in, and fee if there he not more in Chriſt, 
han che tongue of men and angels can expteis: If ye ſeek 2 
ate to Heaven, the way is in him, or, he is it: vthat ye want 
: creatured up in Jeſus, and he faith, abs are yours, cven 
bis Kingdom, he is content to divide it hetwixt him and you, 
hen his Throne and his Glory, Luke. xxi. 20. John xvii. 24. 
E-v. ſii. 2. and therefore take pains to climb un that be- 
aged houſe to Ghriſt: For-devils, men, and armies oi temp- 
Hons, are lying about the houſe, o hold our all that are out, 
d it 7s taken with violence : It is not aſmooth and eaſie way, 
ether will your weather be fair and pleajant 3 but Whoſoever 
ww the inviſible God and the fair City, make no reckoning ot 
las or eroſſes: n je muſt be, coſt you what it will; ſtand” 
or, for a price, and for all that ye have, to win the caſtle 
rights to it are won to you, and it is diſpened to you, in 


9 9 
** wo 


r 
3 
o 7.4 


9.0. * 1 
ET IS On 


8 


_ kt aac, Mb ads 
o * — 
2 — 1 


ese Friend Chriſt hath left you: and there wanteth nothing 

1t polleſhon. Then get up, in the ſtrength of the Lord; get 
er the water to polſels that good land; it is better than a 
ad of olives and wine- trees; for the Tree of Lite, that beareth 
relve manner of Fruits every. month, is there before you; and 
pare river of Life, clear as eryf#al, proceeding out of the 


1 lole no time: gracious and faithful is He, who hatl: 
ed you to his Kingdom and Glory. The city is yours by 
© conquelt and by promiſe, and therefore let no uncouth 


T . heir of his paradiſe, and by enticing us to taſte of 

tor bidde n fruit, 5 

nal) heritage; but our Lord, Chriſt Jeſus, hath done more 

an bought the Devil by, for he hath redeemed the wadſet, 

d made the poor heir free ” the inberitance. Þ we 3 
| 2 . | Tae 


of the door. O if he and I were on fair dry- land together, 13 


our ;.ord ſeſus's teſtament, and lee what à fair legacy your 


of God and of the Lamb, is there. Your time is ſhort, ' 


cr4-idol put you from your own. The Devil hath cheated 


ath, as it were, brought us out of our. 
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the glory of our elde Brother in Heaven, wo would. lone g 
be there to ice. hi. and to ger du, ll of Heaven: Ve Chil P 
drer think che Earth a fair garden but it is but Gods | 
: field, and wild, cold, barren ground; all things are «dg 
'S that are heres It is our happin:s to make ſure Ch::\ ; 
| our ſelves. Thus remembring my love to your husband a 
wilhing to him what I write to you, I commit you tc 4; 
tender merry. Tp | | 

Aber. Sept. 13. 1637, Tours in bis fmeet Lord Jeſur . 
yuan rt en __ « — — — eee , 


To the Lad) CRALIGHALL. 


Honcurable aud Chriſtian Lady, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you : I cannot but 1h 

AF to your 4dyſpip of the iweet and glorious terme if 
with the ,moſt joytul King that ever was, under tu 
thriving and proſperous croſs: it is my Lord's {vil 

_ wrought by his own right hand, that the water doth 11 3 
tocatc the breath of hope ani. joy ſul courage in the Lord 
For his oven Perſomis ill in the camp, with his poor $i 

I ſee, the croſs is tied with Chriſt's hand to the end ft 
roſeihon: We are but fools to endeavour to loois {118 

not. When I conſider the comforts of God, I durſt nu! Ml 

ſent to ſell or wad ſet my ſhort litærent of the croſs of vi 

Lord |ctus.” I know that Chriſt bobght wich his o 1! 

a right to ſanctiſied and bleſſed croſſes, in as far as they Ye 

| me over the water, to my long -· deſired bome: And it «MM 
i not good that Chrift ſuould be the buyer, and I the c 
N row time and death mall take ſufferings fairly oft my van 
T kope we ſhall have an honeſt parting at night, wc: tal 

i; / diece cold and treity atternoon-tide of my evil and ro Wn 
| 3&8 all be over: Well is my foul of either ſweet or foivre. © 
„ Chriſt hath ary part or portion in: if he be at the one cd 
. it, it mall be well with me. I ſhall die ere 1 label fail 
Ti ainſt Chriſt's crofs; it ſhall have my teſtimonial unter t 
WY as an honeſt and ſaying mean of Chriſt, for morti1:c:(s 
and faith's growth. I have a ſtronger aſſurance, ſince I car] 
over Forth, of the excellency of ſeſus, than J had before. 
rather about him, than in him, while / am abſent from: bim 
this houſe of clay; but I would be in heaven for no other cat 
bus to eſſa and try, what boundleſs joy it muſt be, to 
bead and ears in my Welbeloved Chriſt's love. O th 
One hatb my heart for ever mers! But alas, it is ever I 


U 


Epiſt, 17. LETTERS. 1 


, and might have leave to plead with him, that I am 0 hung red, 
. amiſhed here, with the 22g erd!y portion ut his love, that 
een ie! O that / might becerver ard Reward my elf, 
a will, of Chriſt's love ! (if 7 may lawfully wiſh this) 
=: culd {enlarge my veſlel (glas! a narrow and ebb fou) 
„in a Sex of his Love. My Rurger, for it is hungry 


ad ban, in believing that ever / ſhall ha Gtished with chat 
v2, lo fain would I have, what I know 1 cannot bold. 0 
rd afl, delighteſt tboa, delighteft thou, to pine and toys 
ner poor Souls with the want of thy «comparable love O. 


R * 


Mere, without either bram or bottom; I kuc w, thou art G 
ba full of mercy and love, bat Ob alas] little of it cometh 

n, 1 die to look afar off to that love, becauſe 7 can 
t hut little of it: But hope faith, this providence ſhall exe 


en more favourably upon poor bodies, and me alſo. 
"el race be with pour Ladyſbip's ſpirit. = C. 

„ Aberd. Sep. 10. Nur Ladyſbin' t in hit ſweet Lord 
it} 1637. | | Fes, * K. | 
of T-Mr. JAMES HAMILTON. 

"Pp R-yerend and dear Brother, 


ace be to you from Cod our Father and from our Lord 

elus: Jam laid low, when remember what 7 am, and 
bat my out-fide caſteth ſuch a luſtre, when I find ts little 
ichin. i is a wonder, that Chriff's glory is not defiled 
wing through fuch an unclean and impure channel; but 


end ct, luis ſhining wiſdom, his beauty ſpꝰaketh loudeſt in black- 
wh „ weakneis, Aeadineis, yea, in 2 7 ſee, nothing, no 
re, no worth, no good, no life, no deſerying,is the ground 


wt omnipotency delighteth to draw Glory out of. O how 
veet is the inner fide of the walls of Chri/Ps houſe, and 3 
om betide himfelf! my diſtance from him maketh me fad. 


ni, WP fat we were in others arms! O that the middle things 
er Cal txt us were removed I find it à difticult matter to keep 
he of tus with chriſt: when he laugheth, I ſcarce believe it, 7 
b af j6 11d ſo fain have it true. But Jam like a low Man looking 
itth 


p to a high mountain, whom wearinels and fainting over- 


kin: O if 1& were better and more worth (or kts fake 1 33 
i; / might meet with lim tate to tace, in this fide of ererrity, 


f th | Of 
 durlt call thy diſpenſation cruel ! I know, thou thy ſelf art 


we Corift will be. Chriſt, inthe dreg and refuſe of men: his 


mth I would oH up, but I find that 7 do not Advance 
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Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 72, 
in my journey as / would wiſh » Yet Itruſt he ſhall ta 11. 
home againſt night. 7 marvel not that Antichriſt in his ily 
is ſo butie ; but pur crowned King ſeeth and beholdeth, 4 
will ariſe for Zien's ſafety. I am exceedingly, diſtracte 


letters and company that viſit me; what /can do, or time 1/3 Ml 

permit, J ſnall not omit. Excuſe my brevity, for /am i}.:i;. 

ned. Rememember the Lord's priſoner, 7 defire to be 

ful of you. Grace, grace be with you. OT. C 

Aberd. Sept. 7. Tours in his wet 1::1 
1637. | Je ſus, 8. R. 


Te A. GEORGE. DUMBAR 


Reverend and dearly beloved in the Lord, 
Race, mercy und pezacz be to you: Becauſe dur 
have ſtrengthned many, I was filent, expecting 
lines from you in my bonds; and this is the cauſe why 1 wot 
not to you; but now I am forced to break off and penn. 
never helieyed, till now, that there was ſa much to be u 
in Chriſt, in this fide of death and of heaven. O rhe raviſh 
ments of heavenly. jay that may be had here; in the 
gleanings and comtorts that fall from Chrift | whar foo 
we, who know nat, and conſider not the weight ard the tr! 
Ying that is in the very earneſt-penny, and the ſirſt ru 
ur hoped-for harveſt ! Hoy ſweet, how {weet is our 
ment! O what then muſt; perſoiial poſſeſſion be! I fac tht 
my Lord Jeius hath not mocked or ſpilt this fiveet cr 
he hath an eye on the fire and the melting gold, to ſeporat 
the mettal and the droſs. O how much time would it tabs 
me, to read my obligations to Jeſus my Lord, Who wil! ge. 
Ther have the faith of his on to be burnt to aſhes; 19 
will have a poor believer in the fire to be half raw, lie“ 
phr4;m's unturned cake! this is the wildom of him, be 
hy fire in Zion, and furnace in Jeruſalem. I need not 
Hud or Matter remptarions, croſſes, nor ſtrive to buy the . 
vil, or this malicious world by, or redeem their kindnets 1! 
Half a hair-breadth of truth: He, who is Surety for his“ 
for good, doth powerfully over-ruk all that. I fee my f 
ion Ferch neither lock nor dod f; 1 am free in my bonds 
my chains are. made of xotten ſtraw, they ſha!l not bi 
pull of faith. I am lure they are in hell, who would exc! 
their torments with our crolles, ſuppoſe they ſhould 1:7 
be delivered, and giyg twenty chowlang years terne“ 
Wake, | , | 209% 
1 


0 


* 


* 

Epiſt. 72. LETTERS. 135 
boot, to be in our bonds for ever: and theretare e wrong 1 
11, who ſigh, and fear, and doubt, and deſpond. in them.“ 
hut ſufferings are waſhen in Chriſt's blood, as well as our , 
Wouls or ChriſPs merits bought a bleſhng, to the. croſſes ot is 
e Sons of God; and Teſus hath a back-b:zd of all our temp- N 
ens, that the free warders ſhall come out by law and jus». | 
deb a reſpect of the Infinite and preat ſum that the Redeem- = 
-r paid. Onur troubles ow us à free 3 through them : | 
ys and men, and crofles are our debtors ; death and all * 
ns are our debtors, to blow our poor tofted bark over the A 
woter fraught- free, and to ſet the travellers ir their own $1 
nor ground : Therefore we ſhall die, and yet live: we are | 
ber the water ( ſome way) already; we are married, and 
; focher-good is paid; we are already more than Conque- 
rar? if the devil and the world knew, hag the court with 
o Lord ſhall go, T am ſure they would Mre death to rake us 
if their band; our ſufferings are the only wrack and ruin of 
tic black kingdom: and yet a little, ard the Antichriſt mult 
p himſelf with bones and ſlain bodies of the Lamb's follow 
C's; but withal we ſtand with the hundred forty and four 
b.utand,” who are with the Lamb, upon the top of mount“ 
i141 + Antichriſt and bis followers ate down in the valley- 
und, we have the advantage of the hill; our temptacions 
arc always beneath, our waters are beneath our breath; as 
dying, and behold we live: 1 never heard before of a living 
eath, or a quick death, but ours: our death is vot like the 
ommon death; Chriſt's skill, his handy-work, and a new caſt 
Cut admirable art, may be ſeen in our quick death. 
1-[< the Lord, that all our troubles come through Chris 
Frgars, and that he caſteth ſuggar among them, and coſtetly 
in 'Ome ounce-weights of Heaven, and of the Spirit of glory, 
that reſteth on ſuffering believers ) in our cup, in which 
here is no taſte of hell. My dear Brother, ye know all thels 
otter than I: L ſend water to the ſea, to {peak of theſe things 
tO vou: But ix eaſeth me, to degire you to heſp me to pa 
bute of praiſę 3g Jeſus. O what praiſes T ow him I wou! 
were in my free heritage, that I might begin to pay my 
cots to Jeſus, I entreat for your prayers and 2 5 1 
pct not you. | | SV, 
Aberd. Sept. 17. Pur Brother and fellew-ſufferer 

1637, 9 5 in and for Chrift, S. R. 
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Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 4, 
| i : Neverend and welbeloved Brotber in the Lord, 
ö Ble's the Lord, who hath ſo wondertully ſtupped 05. 


we going of chat lawleſs proceſs againſt you. T:- s 
þ pls rs and hath a ſaving eye upon you, and your nuit, 


| and therefore fear not what men can do. I blels the Lord, 
that the J/riſþ miniſters find employment, and the pr 


& | Ccomtort of their miniſtry : Believe me, | wy not, a+ | an Wl 
1 now diipoſea, hold an 4 Brother out of the pulp: 1 
| truſt, the Lord ſha!) guard you, and hide you in the {34,, 
of his hand : Lam not olealod with any that are again! yy 


| in that. I ſee this, in proſperity mens conſcience will 1 
Ih | ſtart at ſmall fins But i ſome bad been where 1 have dert, 
wit. | HKnce came irom you, alittle mote would have cauſed their 
Wi eye water, and troabled their pace, O how ready are we (0 
| | incline to the world's hand? Our arguments, being well iz 
fi "mined, are often drawn from our skin: the whole-skin a : 
1 


| peaceable tabernacle is 2 topick maxim, in great requeſt ir ct 
fo *avegich. I nd a little brcirding of God's feel in this tor, fi 
1 the which the Dof#crs have told me their mind, that the) 
| eannot bear with it, and have examined and threatn-« th: 
ople, that haunt my company: I fear 1 get not leave to ite 

re ; and whither 1 go, I know not; I am ready at the Lord 
call. | wauld I could make acquaintance with Chr: croiss il 
for I find comforts lic to, and follow upon the croſs. i (:#: i 
in my name by them; I take it as a part of the cracity ing i 
the cid man : Let them cut the throat of my credit, and ao 
as they like beſt with it; when the wind of their calumnis 
hath blown away my good name from me, in the way to hi: 
ver, I know Chriſt will take my vame out of the mirc, ar! | 
wth it. and reſtore it to me agait. I would have a mind 
* tie Lord would be pleaſed to give me it) to be © #0 
r Chriſt's ſako. Sometimes, while / have Chriſt in my ar! 

F# fill a fle p iu the fiveerneſs of his preſence, and he inn 
/ ſep itealeth away out of my arms; and when awake, 
him. I am much comforted with my Lady Patſlegs, a £09 
Woman, and acquainted with God's ways. Grace be with 
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| piſt 74. 
ebe Hentarable, my Lond LOWDOUN, 
Nieht Honourable, | - 

W !::-, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip 2 I rejo 
T7 ciccedingly, that { hear, your Lordſhip hath 2 
n, and his now-born-down truth. My very dear Lord, 
Jos. in the ſtreugth of the Lord, to carry your bozo! and 
mirid'y glory to the New Jeruſalem à For this caule your 
_ IR received theſe of the Lord ; this is a fure way for the 
W- 1 it ment of your houle, if ye be of theſe, who art willing 


good mind 


place to build Ziess old waite places in Scotland. 
oY or Lo dip wanteth not God's and man's law both, now to 
come to the Rreets for Chriſt: And ſup 
W117 were againſt you, it is an honeſt and zralous error, if 


Hr ſli 
When your 
prorogatiue of our 


IS TIL 


ſe the beftard laws 


againit a point or puntilis of ſtanding policy: 
thin ſuch known ground, as is the roy a] 
gb and m:ſt truly dread Sovereign ( who 
tith many crowns on his Head) and the liberties of his houle, 
he will hold you up. Bleil:d ſhall they be, who take Baber's 
litele ones, and daſh their heads againlt ſtones: I with your 
Lordjbip have a ſhare of that blefling, with oth | 
in our land. It is true, it is now accounted wildom for men 
s partners in pulling up the ſtakes, and loofing the cords 
of the tent of Chriſt: But / am perſwaded, that that wiſdom 
ed down in heaven, and ſhall never paſs for true wildom -, 
with the Lord, whoſe word cricth ſhame upon wit againſt 
C>ri/{ and truth: And accordingly, it ſhall prove ſhame and 
contuſion of face in the end. Our Lord bath given your 
4 or djvip light of a better ſtamp, and learning aiſo, where- 
in ye are not behind the diſputer and the ſcribv, O what 
: blefſed thing is it, to ſæe nobility, learning and ſanitifice- 
bean, all concur in one! For theſe ye ow your (elf to Crift 
aud his Kingdom: God hath ' bewildered and bemiſted te 
wit and the /carning of the ſcribes and d 
they look aſguint to the Bible 
miitins worl4 hlindfoldeth mens light, that they are afraid 
to tre ſtraight out befor: then: 
eta the kna 


er worthy nobles 
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ſpaters of this time 
This blinding and be- 


nay, their very light play- 
„or worle, to truth. Your Lordſhip 
sta, within ac little while, policy again truth will bluſh, 
"1 the works of men ſhall burn, even their {poeders-web, 
he ſpin out many hundred ells and webs of indiff-rexcies, 


* che Lord's worthip, mo than ever Moſes, who would ha 
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128 Mr. Rut herfhords Epiſt. 74 
. 6% hoof material, and Daniel, who would have 4 l ;.- 
ef 2 mindow, a matter of life and death? than ever 7 ©. 
. theſe men of God dreamed of. Alas, that men dare an." 
carve, cut and clip our King's princely teſtament, in len; 
and breadth, and in all dimenſions, aniwerable to the Conor. 
tions of ſuch policy as # Head of wit thinketh a ſaſe and ri 
way of ſerving. God! how have men forgotten the (rd, 
that they dare go againſt even that truth, which on they 
Pr-ached themſelycs, howheit, their ſermons now be 45 thin 
down, as ſtraw-berries in a wood or wilderneſs ? Ce; 
tainly the ſwecteſt and ſafeſt courſe is, for this ſhort tims 
of the afternoon. of this old and declining world, d tar 
for Jeſus : He hath {aid it, and it is our part to beliey: e 
that, ere it be long, Lime ſhall be no more, and the abe 
ſhall wax old as a garment : Do we not ſee it already d. 
hollie, and threed-bare garment? doth not criple and lame 
nature tell us, that the Lord will fold up the old garmert, nd 
lay it aſide; and that the heavens ſhall be folded together: 
ſeroll, and this peſt-houſe ſhall be burnt with fire, and thy 
hoth pleniſhing and walls ſhall melt with fervent bet? For | 
at the Lord's coming, he will do with this earth, as men 
do with a A. ; be wilt burn the walls with ts, 
and the pleniſhing of the houſe alſo, 2 Peter iii. 10, 12. % 
very dear Lord, how ſhall ye rejoice in that day, to have 
Chriſt, angels, heaven, and your own conſcience to {mile n- 
cn you? | am periwaded, one fick night through the terror; 
of the Almighty, would make men (whoſe conicience i) 
ſuch a Wide throat, as an image like a Cathedral 
would go down it) have other thoughts of Chriſt and his 
ſhip, thar now they pleaſe themſelves with. The ſcarcity 0 
faith in the earth ſaith, we are hard upon the laſt nick © 
time: Bleffed are thoſe who keep their N clean, 
againſt the Bridegreom's coming. There ſhall be ſpott 
clothes, and many defiled garments, at his laſt coming; 
therefore, fe found worthy to walk with him in white 

am periwaded, xy Lord, this poor travailing Woman, 0" 
gained Church, is with child of victory, and ſhall bring one 
2 manabild, that fhall be. caught up to God and his tone, 
bowbeit the dragon { in his his followers ) be attending t e 
 ebild-birth-parn, as an Eyyptian midwife, to receive th: birth 
and ſtrangle it, Iſa. xxix. 3. But they ſhall be diſappointed, 30 
thirſt for the deſtruction of Zion, They ſhall be as mic” * 
hungry man dreemeth that be cateth; but behold be an * 


. 


475 
1 


, ard bis ſoul ij empty : or when a thirſty man dreameth 
„ be drinketh ;, but bebeld he awaketh, and j faint, an 
„ulis not ſatisfied * So ſhall it be, 1 lay, with the multi- 
le of «il the nations, that fight againſt Mount Zion. There- 
rede weak, and feeble, theſe that are as figns and won- 
el, have choſen the belt ſide, even the fide that 
ey is upon; and I think, this is no evil policy. Verily, 
9; my (15, Tam ſonvel! pleaſed with Cheilt and his zobie and 
n:/-brn eroſs, this crols that is come of Chriſt's houſe, and 
iin to himſelf, that 1 ſhould weep, it it ſhould conic to 
riffering and bartering of lots and condition, with thote that 


is every-where ſpoken againſt, | hope to eternity, and ta 
vorture upor the laſt evil to the ſaints, even upon death, fully. 
p[iwaded, that this only, even this, is the ſaving way tor 
conſeiences, and for weary and loaden firners, to find 
eaſe and pence for evermore into: And indeed it is not for any 
worldly retpeR, that ſpeak ſo of it; the weather is not ſo hot, 
tl have great cauſe ro ftartle in my priſon, or to boaſt of 
that entertainment, that my good friends, the Prelates, in- 
tend for me, which is baniſhment, it they ſhall obtain their 
lire, and effectuate what they deſign; but let it come, I 
10107 that I made Chriſt my wazle and my choice ; I think 
the longer the better. My Lord, it ſhali be good ſer- 
God, to hold your noble friend and chief upon a good 
CoU7te, forthe truth of Chriſt, . Now the very God of peace 
t2blith your Lordihip in Chriſt ſetus unto the end. # 
Aberd. Sept. 10. Tour Lordſhip*s in his ſweet 
1627. Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
Le the Laird of GAITGIK TH. 
Much honoured Sir, | 


* 


ace, merey and peace be to you : I can do no more but 


—— 


e, for your kindneſs and care of a prifoner. 1 bleſs the 
Lord, the cauſe I ſaffer tor, nceg.cth rot to bluſh before kings: 
@brilt's white, honeſt and fair truth, verdeth neithe: wa 
#116 tor fear, nor bluſh for ſhame. I bleis che Lord, who hath 
graced you to own Chriſt now, when fo many are afraid to 
prote's him, and hide him; for fear they {uffer lots by a- 


vita the times as if their conſelence rolled u pon oiled whee!s, 
| | o 


at cn Zion; I hold itill my choice, and bleſs my lf in 
bi, i fee, and I believe, there is lalvaticn in this way, that 


\ouching bim. Alas that ſo many in cheſe days are carricyt 


thank you in paper, and remember you to him whom 
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140. Mr. Ratherfoord's.. Epiſt. 5%, 
ſo dv they ga an) way the wind bloweth them: Ani +. f 


| Chriſt is not market wert, nien put him away trom them. 1 
oF thy and much honoured Sir, go on to on Chriſt and +; 55. 
F preſſed Cl ath : T he end of 122 * the Golpel, is rf! nd 
' gladneſs: Light aud joy i ſown for the mourners |n 7: , 


And the harveſt (which is of God's making tor time 2 +147, 
x ner) is near: Croffes have riglt and cim co Ch. ir, t;s 
members, till legs and arms, and whole myſtical (117 | 
5 in heaven. There will be rain, and bail, and itorm, n 

5 ſaints clouds, ever till God cleanie with fire the works 9 
| creation, and till ha burn the botsb+bouſe of heaven and carth, 

that mens fin hath ſlubjected unto vanity. They zu be 

who ſuffer and fin not, for ſuffer ing is the badge thut Chg 
bath put upon his followers : Take what way we can g he 
ven, the way is hedged up with crotles, there is no way, hut 

[ to break through them; wit and wiles, thiits and laws, il 
not find out a way about the crois of Chriit, hu mul 

| through: One ching by experience my Lord bath tun, 
| that tue waters betwist this and heaven may all be ridien, if 

| we be well-hors'd, I mean, it we be in Chriſt ; and nt oe 
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ſhall drows by the way, but uch as love their own deitruc, 

Oh if we could wait on for a time, and believe in the ack 

1 the ſalvation of God! At leaſt we are to beliere of 
| Chrift, till he give us the flip (which is impoſſible and te 
1 take bis word tor caution, that he ſhall fill up all the bug 
| in his-promiſes, and give us what we went: But to un 
4 believer Chriſt's teſtament is White, blank, unwritten g. 
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| Worth» and dear Sir, ſet you ſace to heaven, and „ you 
to ftp at all the low entries io the way; that ye may ee. 
ceive the kingdom as a child: V ithout chi-, he thai k 
che way, faid, there is no entry in. O but Chriſt be willy 
to lead a poor ſinner O WH ve my poor ſoul hath cn 
in him, in the houſe of my pilgrimage ! Suppoſe love in 
ven and earch were loſt, I dare Wear, it may be found u 
Chriſt. Now the very God of peate eſtabliſh you, till t5: 
day of the glorious appearance of Chriſt. 
Aberd.: Sex. 7. Jun in h ſweet Lind 
1637. | Jieſia, S. R. 
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To the, Lady G AIT GIRT H. 
Much Honcared au Chriſ ian Lady, BR 
Race, mercy. and; pzace be to you; 1 long ta hear hon ü 
goeth with you and Auf children :. I chart you, wed 

| Avg 10% 
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Foil. 76. LETTERS. 71 ws 
% breath, nor to faint iu vour journey: 1 he way is cer ſa | 
log O y Our home, as it was; it wilt wear to one ſtep or an | 


ack, at lengthy and ye ſhalt come ere long to be within your 


09. arm-length of the glorious crown. You! Lord jeſus did tweat , 
'nd u pant, exe he got wp that Mount; he was at, Father, ſave [ 
2 ne, wich it ; it was he who, Tſul. Kii. 14. laid, / am poured « | 
ai wit ee water: all my bones arc out of joint, (Chriſt was 33 | 
„bad broken him upon the wheel) wy brave ir lite wax, 4 
" it  melt:d in the midſt of my bowels ver. 14. My ſtrength 
the 1 dd up like @ pot-ſheard. I am lore, ye love the way the 
of tere his holy feet trode it before you. Croſſos have a {ml 
th, © croifed and pained Chriſt, I believe your Lord will not 4 


[-2ve you to die your alone in the way, I knew ve have (ad 


ours, „en the Comforter is hid under a vail, and when ye 
es. £c.quire for bim, and find but 2 fo neſt; this, I grant, is 
hut but 2 cold good-day, when the leeker miſſech him whom the 
vill ſeul loveth : But even bis unkindneſs is kind, his ablence 
ual; toyely, his mask 'a ſweet fight, tilt God ſend Chriit himiclf 
ne, 'n his cn ſweet preſence: Make bis {wet eamforts your 
1 , and be not ſtrange and ſhame · faced with Chriſt: Homely * 
are dealing is beit for him, it is his liking, When your winter - 
„ms ve over, the fummer of your Lord fhall come: Your 
ack la4n-ls is with child of joy, he will do you good inthe latter 
4 Lake no heavier lift of your children than your Lord 
to al-weth z give them room befide your heart, bur not in the 
3 yoth I heart, where Chriſt thould he; or then they are 
un. your idols, not your haitns : If your Lord take any of them 
4 demo to his houſe, before the ſtorm come on, take it well; 
00 u Owner of the Orchard may take down two or three Ap», 
{ts piles off his own Trees, before midſummer, and ere they got 
W the harveſt ſun; and it would not be ſeemly that his ſorvant, 
[Pf the gardener, ſhould chide him tor it: Let our Lord pluck his 
LG own iruit at any ſeaſon he pleafeth ; they are not loſt to you, 


they are laid up fo well, as that they are coffered in heaven, « 1} 
where our Lord's beſt jewels lie: They are all free goods s 
wat are there; death can have no lav to arreſt any thing that 
is within the walls of new Jeruſalem. All the ſaints, becauſe 
ol lin, are like old ruſty horologics, that muſt be rakendowng 
and the wheels ſcoured and mended, and ſet up again, in bet- 
ter caſe than before; fin hath ruſted both ſoul and body: our 
dear Lord by death taketh us down to ſcour the Wheels af 
>oth, and to purge us perfectly from the root and remainder 
un; and we ſhall be Fr wh in better cate than before. Top 
944 f 959 9 P uc 
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142 Mr. Rut herfoord's Epiſt. 77, 55 
pluck up your heart; heaven is yours, and that is W 9 
can tay. Now the great Shepherd of the ſheep, and 
God of peace, confirm and eſtabliſb you, to the day f ,;. 
pearance of Chriſt ur Lord: 
Aber d. 7. Sept. 


Tours in bis ſweet |, 
1637 


Fieſus, S. R. 


2 es LG — —— — 


_ 


92 „ 


Ty bu reverend and very dear Brother, Mr. George Gil) hie. 


My very dear Brother, | oY 
Received yours: I am ſtill with the Lord, his coe 
done that which I thought ĩmpoſſible one: Chr it gg. 
eth tryſt in the fire and water with his own, and con erg 
our breath goeth out, and ere our blodd grow cl. 
are they, whole icet. efcape the great golden net that 9 
ſpread : It is happirie\s o take the crabbed,rough and p 
of Chriſt's — 98 which is a leaſe of crollts and loſſes rr 
For Chriſt's in-comes and caſualties that follow, him are nar 
and 1t is not a little one, that a good conſcience may Þ- þ.4 
in {ollowing him: This is true gain, and mult to bee 
ed for, and loved. Many give Chriſt for > ſhadow, ett 
Chriſt was rather bo{fide their conſcience in a dead and oy 
bate light, than in their conſcience. Let us be ballaſted with 
grace, that we he not blown over, and that we ſtagger 
Yet a lictle while, and Chriſt and his redeemed ones a 
the field, and come out victorious ; Chriſt's glory «: tn 
umphing in Scotland, is yet in the bud and in the birth, but 
the birth cannot prove an abortive : He ſhall not faint 17 5: 
ei{courepged, till be have brought forth judament unos 
Let us Fil mind our Covenant : And the very God of pears 
With vou. | 2 

£berd. ꝙ. Sept. 1637. Tour Brother in Chriſt, S. H. 
To Mr. MATTHEW. MOMWAT. 

Reverend and dear Brotber, | | 
I Am refrethed with your Letters: Iwould take all wel! at 
my Lord's hands that he hath done, if I knew I could dom 
Lord any. ſervice in my ſuffering; ſuppoſe my Lord wund 
make a Rlep-bole of me, to fa. hole in the wall of his hou'-, 5: 
a pinning in Zion's new work: For any place of truft ir my 
Lord's houſe, as ſteward, or chamberlain, or the like; 
Ly 1 think my ſelf (% very dear brother, I ſpeak not by "ul 


- 


- 


. 


Epilt. 78. L. 1 4 4 143 
proud figure or trop) unworthy of it; nay, Lam not worthy 
% 110d behind the door: if my head and feet and body were 
iout, half in, in Chriſt's houſe, ſo 1 ifaw the fair face of the 
{ 574, of the houſe, it would ſtill my griening and love- ſick de- 
bes, When I hear that the men of God arc at work, and 
pendant in our Lord Jelus his Name, I think my lelt but an 
rc: lt or out- law, chaied from the city, to lie on the hills, 
and, live.amongſt the rocks and, out-helds. O that I might 
but and in Chriſt's out-houſe, or hold a candle in any low 
vault of his houſe | But Lknow this is but the yapottrs that 
die our of à quarrellous and unbelieving heart, to darken 
tue wiftom of God. And your fault is juſt mine, that I can- 
nt believe my Lord's bare and naked wurd: I mult either 
ve an apple to play me with, and ſhak- lands with Chriſt, 
+} bave feal, caution, and witnels to his word, or elle 1 
count my ſelf looſe 3 howbeic J have the word and faith of 2 
King. Oh, Jam made of ugþpelict, and cannot ſwim bur 
wire my feet may touch th ground! Ales, Chriſt wider 
temptations is preſent ed to me as lying Waters, as a dyvour 
2 coulener ! We can make ſuch a Chriſt, as temptations 
ling us in a night-dream ) do feign 2nd deviic, (and 
em] e reprevent Chriſt ever unlike himſelf) and we in 
dur tolly liſten to che tempter. If 7 could miniſter one ſav- 
ing, Word to any, how glad would my foul be! But / my ſeli 
ich is my greateſt evil) olten miſtake the crois of Chriſt: 
For know, if we had wit, and knew wel! that cat ilayeth us 
gels, we would deſire a market, where we might barter or 
nit-r our lazie eaſe with a profitable croſs; howheit there 
be alt- caſt natural betwixt our deſires and cribulation ; 
ul ſome give a dear price and gold for Phà ſick, which they 
ove hot; and buy ſickneſs, how Sit they wiſh rather tu have 
e012 whole than to be ſick. But ſurely, Brother, ye ſhall 
have my advioe (howbeit alas 7 cannot follow it wy ſelf) 
to contend with the honeſt ard faithful Lord of rhe houſe; tor, 
$9 he or come he, he is ay gracious in his departure: I here 
ire grace and mercy and Jloving-kindnels upon Chriſt's hack- 
Parts: And when he goeth away, the proportion of his Face, 
the image of that fair Sun, that ſtayeth in eyes, leries and 
"art, after he is gone, icaveth a maſs of love behind it in 
tt heart, The ſound of his knack at the door of his Beloved, 
aiter he is gone and paſt, leavech a ſhare of joy and forrow 
ben: do ye have lomething to feed upon till he return; 
ard he is more loved in lis departure, and after he is gone, 
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144. Mr. Ratberfacrd's Epilt. 59 
than before; as the day in the deelining of the ur, an4 ty, 
wards the evening, is oſten moſt deiireds And as for Cg! 
eroſs, J never received evil of it, but what was mins 947 
making: when milcooked Chriſt's Pbyſick, no pwr vo! 1 
it hurt me; for ſince it was on Chriſt's hack, it hath „ 
 iweet imell, and thele 1600 years it xevpeth the 
Achriſt nay, it is elder than that too, for it is a lu 
Loe Abel firſt banſePd the crols, and had. it laid up li; MM 
thouider ; avd down from him, all alongft to this very |. i 
the dairts have known what it is. J am glad that Ch:iir a 
inch a relation to this croſs, and that it is called e c11; i If 
var Lord Feſus, Gal. vi. v. 14. His reprogeh, Heb. xiii, ::. 
as if Chriſ would claim it as his proper goods, and { 
cometh in the reckoning among Chriſt's own property. i! 
were imple evil, as fin is, Chriſt, who is not the author 
owner of tin, would not n jt. / wonder at thy ener 
Chriſt (in whoa malice latb&un away with wit, ank 
up, and wit dotvn) that they would eſlay to liſt up the e 
laid iv Za : Surely it is pat laid in ſuch ſinking Gro 
that they can raile it, or cemoye it; for when we are 
belly, and they have ſw allowed us down, they will > i: 
and ſpue us out again. I know Zicu and her Hüsband cr; 
both {ſleep at once believe our Lord unge again £21! vs Wl 
with his dew the withered Hill of Moun Zion in S q 
and come down, and make a new marriage again, ass 
long ſinco. Remember aur Covenant ; Your excule (or vw i 
advice ta me, is needle(s: Alas, many fit befide lig! 
folks beſids ment, and cannot make ulcof it · Grace b 
vau. | 
Aberd. Sept. 7. 1637. Tour Brither in Chriſt, >. © 


To. JOHN MEINE. 


Dear Brother, © | | 
I Received your Letter: I cannot but teſtifie under mi} 


W „ 


 # 


own hand, that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the beticr, 
ghat-thrs dime is the time of loves. When / have faid 5! 

P . N . " "= 
others may begin and ſay, I have ſaid nothing of hin 
ver knew (hriſt to ebb or How, Wax or wane : His Wiw'l 
turn not; when he leemeth to change, it is but we who 
our wrong ſide co him. I never had a plea with him, in TE 
herdeſt conflicts, hut of mine own making. Oh that 20 
_ lire in peace and good. neighbourhood With Tuch & Seco 
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Epiſt. 88. EBER 1 
lad let him alone. My unbelief made many black lies, but 
e recantat ion to Chriſt, is not worth the hearing. Surely 
hath born with ſtrange gades in ma: Ie knowerh my heart 
bach not natural wit to keep quarters wich ſuch a Saviour. 
Ve do well, to fear your own backiliding. IT had Rood ſure, 
(had in my Youth borroived Chriſt to be my bottom: But 
that heargth his own weight to heaven, fha!l nor tail to flip 
ind fink. ., V had no need to be barefooted among che thorns 
{ chis zpoſtate generation, leſt a ſtob ſtick up in your foot, 
and cauſe you to halt all your days. And think. not, Chrut 
vill do with you, in the matter of ſuff ring, as the, Pope doth 
n the matter ot iin: Ye ſhall not find. that Chriſt will fell & 
ipenſation, or give à dyvour's protection agiinit croſies $ 
roles are proclaimed as common accidents to all the ſaints, 
d in thein ſtandeth a part of our communion with Chrilt : 
ut there lieth 2 ſweet daſualty to the croſs, even Chriit's 
refence and his comforts, ,when they are actified. Remem- 
xr my love tn your father and mother. Grace be with you. 

Aberd. 7. Sept. 1637. Tours in bs ſwtet Lord Feſus, S. Ra 


—— —-— — — — — —— 


T JOHN FLEEMIN G Baie of Leith. 


Much honoured in the Lord 6 bet dn 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am fill in good 

terms with Chriſt: However my Lord's wind blow, I 
ave the advantage of the calm and ſunny- ſide of Curiſt. De- 
ils, and bell, and devil's ſervants, are all blown blind, in 


eam, who fight agdinſt mount Zion. Worthy Sir, | hope ye 
Hake to heart the Worth of your calling: This great fair and. 

1e-ting of the people will ſcail, and the port is open tor. us: 
As falt as time weareth out, we flee away Eternity is at our 
ban. O how blefled are they, who in time make Chriſt 

| re for themlelyes Salvation is a great errard, I find ithard 
"Eo {etch heaven. Oh that vre could take pains on dur lamps 
ede Bridegroom's coming; The other- fide of this world 
ul de turned up incontinent, and wp ſhall down; and. theſe 
1 ir are weeping in ſackeloth, ſhall triumph on white horſes, 
Vt him, whole name, is, The word of God. Theſe dying 
121 ao. the fair creatures, that we wWhoriſuly love better than 
in 


al e God-head, à communion with Gad in Chriſt, to be halvers 


puriuing the Lord's little Bride: They Hall be u a nigbt- 


ur Creator, will paſs away like ſnoxw-water. The God-head, 
e Clit of the purchaſed houſe ard inkeritancs in hen ven, 
44 ** * , | K | BY 182 & . 7 1 ſhould . 
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145 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 8; 
* as 
ſhould be your ſcope and aim. For my ſelf, when as my 
counts, O what telling, O what weighing is Chrift ' 9% 
foft are his kitſes! O love, love ſurpaſſing in Telus! | tay vg 
fault to chat love, but that it ſeemeth to deal niggard ) wi; 
me: I have little of it. O that I had Chriſt's feen 11 
band, ſubſeribed by, himſelf, for my fill of it! What are 
have I, or what ewa, it Liooked tight on things but fe 
Oh there is no room in us, on this ſide of the water, b 
love! This narrow bit earth, and theſe ebb and narrow g. 
can hold little of it, becauſe we are full of rifts. Ion de 
„„ glory would cnlacge us (as ic will) aud make vs tie 
and clole up our ſeams and riſts, that we might 0 4b/- 1; 
conprehend it, which yet is incomprehenſible. Remember 
my love to your wife. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. Sept. 7. 1537. Tewrs in bis ſmeet Lord J. ſ, S h. 


— ww „„ 2 ——— —— ——— — — —ä— — 


T ALEXANDER GORDON Earle. 


Much hamured Fir, | 

F Owbeic 1 would have been glad to have ſeen you; vo 
ſeeing vur Lord bath been-pleaſed to break the rg 

your adverſaries, I heartily blels our Lord on your bebal 
Our croffes for Chriſt are not made of iron, they are ſoFer ind 
of more gentle mettal: It is ealy-tor God, to make a foo! i 
the devil, the father of all fools. As for me, I but br: - 
out, what my Lord breatheth in: The ſcum and froth on! 
letters, I father upon my unhelieving heart. I know your 
Lord hath ſomething to do with you, becauſe Satan and mails 
have {hot fore at yon; but your bory abideth in its fir-1grh 
Ye thall not, by my advice, be a halver with Chriſt, to di 
vide the glory of your deliverance, betwixt your iz)! al 
him, or any other ſecond mean whatſoever : Let Chriſt ' 
it ſetteth him well) have all the glory, and triumph his ales 
The Lord ſet himſelf on high in you: I ſee Chrift can bt 
row a crots for ſome hours, and ſet his ſervants befide it, . 
Ther than under it, and win the plea too, yea, and mae g 
ry to himſelt, and ſhame to his enemies, and comfort \s 
children, out of it: But whether Chriſt buy or borro cr 
He is King of croſſes, and King of devils, and Kin; c 
tell, and King over malice: When he was in the gras, 
cane out, and breught the keys with him; be is Lord ſayior: 
Nay, what ſay 1? he is Captain of the caſtle, and be bett 
the keys of death and hell and what are our troubles but 4 


a N SA Mb ee dat ib it i 1+}. 
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e deaths: And he, who commandeth the grent caſtle, com- 
nandeth the little alſo- 2 L ſee a hardned face and to 5kins 
boron cur. brows, epainf} the winter hall, and ſtormy wind, 
> mecto!; for 2 poor traveller, in a WInter-Journey to beaveg., 
) whar art is it to learn to endure hardneſs, and to learn to go. 
arc-fouted,. either through the devil's: nery coals,, or his 
bien waters! :. Lam. pertwaded a fer-ventury with Chriſt 
aketh great riches : Is not our King Jeſus his ſui p coming 
me, and hail not we get part af the go d Alas, we tos 
(count our gain, When we leem Jolers. Believe me, i have.” 
challenges againſt Chis well- born . croſs ; lor it is come of 
Miri's heute, and is honqurable, and his propine, To you it, 
given to ſuffer. O what, fools are Wwe, tg, undervatue his 
ts, and to lightly that which, js true honour !, For if we; 
14 be faithtul, our tackling mall not 'oote, nor our maik 
yk, nor our fails, low im the fea. The baſtard ere, 
„ ini and baſe- born croſſes of worldlings fpr evil, doing, 
if be heavy and grievous; but cur aictions are light and 
omentany. g. I think my felf, happy, that 1 have loſt re- 
with Chrift, and that in this bargain, I am Chriſt's ſworm, 
vu, to whom be will lippen, nothing, na not ore pin in 
work of iny ſalvatipn: Let me Rand in, black and ,white: 


WH ao po ow WW ar TS 


2 0» 


the dyvoar-book before Chrift, I am happy that my !alvar, 4 
| nis concreaited to Chrſt's mediation Chriſt owerh:ro ö 


th to nie, to pen any thing to me; but O what faith, | 
d credit J owe to him! Let my, name fall, and let Chrift's » _ 
ame ſtapd in honour with men and angels. Alas, I bave j 


iq room to {pread.ont my affection before God's people; and 
th, -- not how L can ſhout out and cry out the lovelinels,. the; 


h honour, and the glory of my trireft Lord ſeſus. Oh that 


and aud let me haye a hed to lie in, to be delivered of my 
' 2 h, har T might paint him out in his beauty to men, as L, 
ne ir, . 1 101 once at providence, and called white 
\ ide net black and unjuſt, that I ſhould be ſmothered in a. 
* wr, where no ſoul ill take Chriſt off my hand: Put pro- 
* pence hath another luſtre with God, than with my bliered- 
bi „ I proclaim my ſelf a blind body, who know not black 4 
123, } 


y white, in the uncouth courſe of God's providence, Sup»: 
e Chriſt would ſet hell where heaven is, and devils up go 


ie ry: belicte che elefr angels, which yet cannot be) I would. 

tors 44 2 heart to aeguieſpe in his way, wighout further diſpute. 

rac ©, infinite Wiſdom is the Mother of his Judginents,/and .. 

lb Ways pat finding out- 2 cannot learn; but I difirg. 
x: rt tee ; 
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above and beyond all that can be ſaid of him) than v4 | 


-falyation'; build not upon ſand ; lay the foundation 


S»>w 


Aberd. Sept. 12.1637. Tour: in his ſweet Lord des 
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1 ROBERT LENNOX of Diſduy: 
: Worthy and dear Brother, 
1 Forgot you nut in my bonds: I know ve are lu ing u 
Chriſt 3; | and I beſeech you, follow your look, {| can {4x 
more of Crit nowby experience (though hebe 


J 


Jaw you. I am drowned over head and ears in his ove, 3), 
fell, (eli all things for Chriſt, If this whole world ++ 1/1 
balk of a balance, it ſhould not be able to bearſtbe un 
Chriffs love; men and angels have ſhort arms to tathun | 
Set your feet upon this piece blue and bale clay d an oe 

ded and fair-plaittered world ; an hovr's kiffing of Cri}, 
is worth a world of worlds. Sir, make fure wort of jou 


Rock in Zion : Strive to be dead to this world, an. io your 
wil]. and lufts: Let Chriſt have a commanding beer 1d 
king's throne in you: Walk with Chriſt, howbeir - wyit 
mould take the hide off your face: I promiſe you, ij 
will win the field. Your paſtors cauſe you to err ; ene 
yau {ee Chriſt's word, go not one foot Wich them 00 
nance not the reading of that Rome: ſeruice- book: Vicep vo 
arments clean, as ye weuld walk with the Lamb in u 
The wrongs 1 ſuſter are upon record in heaven; ou prot 
Maſter and judge will be upon us all, and bring 1s befor 
the fun in our blacks and Whites: Bleſſed are ti) vi 
watch and keep themſelves in God's love. Learn 01on 
the Bridegroom's Tongue, and to give your felt to proj 
and reading. Ye was often a hearer of me: I Would put 
heart-blood upon the doctrine I taught, as the on!) 29 
ſalvation: go nat from it, an dear brother, What 
your ſelf, I write to your wife alſo. Mind heaven an! Cn, 
and keep the ſpunk of the. love of Chriſt you have o, 
Cpbriſt ſhall blow on it, il'ye entertain it, and your d 
be peace. There is a fire in our Zien; but our Lord 5 
ſeexing a new Bride refined and purified out of the 
IJ affure you? howheit we be nick named Puritans. i 
powers of the world ſhall not prevail againſt us; & 


E. 
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n. sz. LETTERS. 449 


WS ih a finful man write it to you, theſe peaple mall be in 


-o4jand as a green Olive · tree. aud a field bleſled of the Lord 
1d it ſhall be proclaimed, Up, ap with Chriſt, and down, 
own with all contrary powers. Sir, Pray for me, (I name 
Lou to the Lord) for further evil is determined againſt me. 
Remember my love to Chriſtian Murray, and her daughter 3 
deſire her, in the edge of her evening, fo wart a littley the 
King is coming, and he hath ſomething, that ihe never ſaw, 
doe him: Heayen is na dream; Come and ſee, will her 
eſt. Grace, grace be with you. | 


ſ 


Aberd. Sept. 13. Tours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. . Feſm, S. R 
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Deareſt in our Lord Je ſus, VR, ; 

Ouat it your honour, that Chriſt hath begun at you ts 
R / fine you firſt : Fear not, ſaith the Amen, the true and 
at Witneſs ; 1 write to you, As my Matter liveth, upon 
he Word of my Royal King, continue in prayer. and in watch- 
„g, and your glorious Deliverance is coming: Chriſt is not 


gainſt us: Te ſhall threſb the mountains, and fan them like 
Haff, Iſa. xli. I ye ſlack your hands at your meetings, and 


Id us; but be diligent, and be not diſcouraged. I charge 
ou in Chriſt, rejoyce, give thanks, believe, be ſtrong, in the 

ord : That burning Bulk in Galloway and Kirk cudbright ſhall 
jot be burnt to aſhes; for the Lord is in the Buſh. Be not 
iicouraged, that baniſhment is to be procured by the king's 


am filled with his ſweet love, and running over: I rejoyces 
d hear ye are in your journey: Such netys as 1 hear, of all 


( hey leek my hurt; but I give my ſelf to prayer. The blef- 
4 ng of my Lord, and a priſoner, of Chriſts hleſſing be With 
. © cholen, and greatly beloved woman, leit not: F y: 


10S. if © iet now, ye loſe a good cauſe: double your meetings: 


ale not for Zion's ſake, and hold not vou till be make 
um eriſalem à praiſe in the Earth. a9 nal} cons. wu fl 


1 e Ok yp CLIC y 
„1 NG 


1 bones oo he T, 
D 


. 
WO” - 


ar of; a gs a ſtraw for all the hits af clay, that are riten 


Four watching to prayer, then it would ſcem our Rock hath 


arrang to the council, againſt me: the earth is my Lord's 3 


our fait h and love, rejoyce my fad heart. Pray for me, for 
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I TT THOMAS CORBET. 
Dear Friend, HE IM 

: Forget vou net : It ſhall he my joy, that ye follow Ce 
Chriſt, till ye find him: My conſcience is 2 feaſt of 107 ty 


"| N 5 that 1 fought in lunglene ſs of heart, for Christe love, th 
. put you upon the King's bigh way to our Brides, 
4 And our Father's houſe: Thrice blefled are ye, my dt He. 
A % | a 1 her, it ye hold the way I believe, 57 and Chriſt Cee 
i 4 | met, I hope ye wil not ſunder with him » Follow the counſel 
1 of the Man of God, Mr. Will:am Dalglieſb. If ye dener (ron 
1 har L taught you in a hair-breadth, for fear W 1 4 
m3} mer, ort deſire of eaſe in this world, 1 take heaven 20d 1th 
do witnels, that ill ſhall come upon you in end. Buita 
Pour neſt here: This world is an hard ill- made bed, r 
858 In it for your ſoul © awake, wake, and make haſte to (oc) 


| chat Pearl, (Chriſt, that this world ſeeth not. Your Hale, 
j and your Maſter C573ft, will be upon you within a clap; * 
in Hand breadth of time will not bite you; Take Ch, hoy 
| Heit a ſtorm follow him: howbeir this day be not vours n 
[} 


hk 
1 Chriſs, the morrow will be yours and his. I would no! -x- 
1 chauge the joy of my bonds and impriſonment tor Chr. 
Wo! ; aul the joy of this dirty and foul-skinned World. 
1 dove-bed with Cbriff, and am filled with his love. Ide 
Pour wife to do what I write to yaw: Let her remember h 
1 clear Cbriſt would be to her, when her breath turneth , 
ius the ey>-ſirings ſhall break. O how ioyful ſhould my is: 
1 de, to know that I had brought on a marriage betwixt* Cori 
38 and that pouglhty few or many; if it be not fo, Þ will he wo 
| | 10 do be a witneſs againſt them. Uſe prayer, love not the word. 
1 he humble and eſteem little of your ſelf; love your en es 
= 4. and pray far. chem; make conſcience: of ſpeaking truth, e 
1 none hn -weth but God. I never eat, but I pray for ou 44 
8 Pray ſor me Ye and ſhall ſee one another up in our {other's 
W's houſe, I rejoyce to hear, that your * is upon (Hi Fol 
n hing on; and quit bim not. The Lard Jetus ve iT 
0 1 WMur Iptrity i, „ n ; $ 
WY *::%; dberd. 163 = 


e 
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„ Auch beetwrgred d,, „ 
Race merey and peace bs to vn: 1 received your | 

der, Which refrefhed my: Kagcpt from your Jon and hy 
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Epil. 93. LETTERS. 151 
Brother, 1 have ſeen few letters from, my acquaintance in that 
comtry, which maketh me heavy: but I have the company 
ford, who can teach us all to be kind, nd hath the right gate 

bit tor though for the preſent, I have ſeon up's and down's 
every day, yet Lam abundantly comtorted, and feaſted with 


my King and Welbeloved daily : It pleuſeth him to come and 


| inc with a fad priſoner, and a folitary ranger : His ſpike- 
nord caſteth a ſmell, yet my ſweerath jome ſowre mixed 
with it, wherein I mutt acquielce ; fore there is no reaton that 


ſhauld he not make them fo to his un: But verily think 
now, Chriſ# bath led me up to a nick in Chriſtianity, that I was 
| never 24 before; I think all before was but Child-hood and 
Nan D Since I departed from you, I have been ſcalded 

hie the ſmoke of hell's-Kre went in at my throat, and 
would have bought peace with a thouland years torment in 
| hell and I/ have been up allo, after theie deep down-caltings 
y and ſorrows, before the Lamb's white throne, in my Father's 
inner court, the great King's dining-hall; and Chriſt did 
caſt a covering of love on me, he hath eaſton in a coal in my 
ſoul, and it is ſmoking among the ſtraw, and keeping the 
hearth warm: J look back to what / was before, and I laugh 
to {oe the ſand-houſes, 7 built when 7 was child. At firſt, the 
r-1embrance of the many fair ſeaſt- days with my Lord Jelus 
M publick, which are now changed into tilent fabbaths, raĩſed 
a great tempeſt, and (if / may {peak 1o.) made the devil eds 
in my foul: the devil came in, and would prompt me ta 


| make 2 plea with Chriſt, and to lay the blame on him, as 2 
- hard aſter : But row theſe miſts are blown away, and Z 


am not only ſilenced, as to all quarrelling, but fully fatisfieds 
Now 2 wonder that any man living can laugh upon the world, 
or give it a hearty geed-day. The Lord Jeſus hath handled 
me lo, that, as ¶ am now diſpoſed, I think never to be in this 
world's common again for a night's lodging: Chriſt beareth 
me 500d company; he hath eaſed me, when I ſaw it. not, lift 
ing tae croſs of my ſhoulders, ſo that I think it to be but a 
teacher, becauſe underneath are everlaſting Arms. God for- 
bid, it came to bartering or niffering of croiles ; for I think 
my croſs ſo ſweet, that |, Avi not where I would get the like 
ot it. Chriſt's hony-combs drop ſo abundantly, that they 
2-8 my gall: Notbing breaketh my heart, but that I cane 
Put get the daughters of Jeruſalem, to tell them of my Bride- 
rooms glory : I charge 8 the name of Chriſt, hat Je 
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{'s comforts be too pheap, ſeeing they are delicates; why 
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152 Mr. Rntberfoord's 


cel al ve come td, of it; and yet it is above telling and 


deritianiinge Oh if all the kingdom were as J am, c pt 1p 
bonds! they know not the love-kiſſes, that my only Lov! | 
ſus we/teth 6n dawted pritoner. On my ſalvation, this 
the only way to the www City. { know Chriſt hath no dum 
Jjes!> , would he put bis vrivy-leal upon blank paper? H. 
jealed ny: ſufferings with comforts. / write this to co 
you: / write u m, what / haye een, as well as heard. 
and then my filen:e burreth up my ſpirit; But Chin 
laid, Toy ftripend is runuing up with ntereſt un heaven, + 7 
thou wert preaching ; And this from a King's mouth rej ee 
my heart. At other times / am (ad, dwelling in Kedar's me 
There are none (that / yet know of ) but two perſurs iv | 
this town, that dare give my word for: And the Lord 
removed my brethren and my acquaintance far from me , 5-1 
it may be, I be forgotten in the place, where the Lord u 
me the inſt rumont to do ſome good. But I fee this is ve 
in me: Let him make of me what he pleaſc rh, if he n 
{alyation out of it to me; 7 am tempted and troubled, *: 


* ' 


* 


the fharteen Prelgtes ſnould have beer armed of God aol 
me only, while-the reſt of my breth-en are {HL preach ns, 
But / dare not ſay one word, but this, It i good, Lo: d 7*ju 
Becauſe thou haſt dine it. Wo is me tor the Virgin Dag tr 
Wo is me for the: Acſolation of the Vingin Daughter of 
zand ] O if my eyes were 2 fountain of tears, to weep d. 


SY 
ict 


night for that poor widow irh, that poor miſerablc Dart ct ; 1 


Alas that my Father hath put ro the door my poor 541-7 17 
her] Oh for that cloud of black wratb, and fury of tc . 
dignation of the Lord, that is hanging over the LA 
Write ts me, I beſeech you: 7 pray you a!fo, be kind tm: 
aMicted drotber. Remember my loyes to your wife and che 
prayer-and bleiſing of the prifonec of Chrift be on you. . 
quent your mectings for prayer and communion with (7, || 
ezcy would be ſweet meetings to me. | 

Aberd. 158. Febr. Jour in by ſweet {7 | 
. 1637. ' Feſia, S. R | 
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*#DROBERL GOR. DON of Knockrre ts 
My dear brother. | 
Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you: 1 2 
almoſt woarying, ea wondring, that ye wie 
© me ʒ though 1 kngw it is not forgetiulne!s, © Ay for 
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Epiſt. 86. LETTERS. 15 
ſelf, Lam every way well, all glory to God: I wat before 
£4 a plea with Chriſt, but it was bought by me, and unlaywe 
tal; becauſe his whole providence Was not e and nay to 
nv yea and. Nays and becaule | believed Chritc's outward look 
letter chan his faithful promiſe; Yet he hath in patience 
Vatted on, while I be cape to my lelt, and hath aot token 
Ayantage of my weak appreheniions ot his goodneis : Groat 


nd boly is his Same: fle Jooketh ta what | deſire to be, 


and not to what i am. One thing + have learned, if I had 
heen ip “ hriſt, by Way of adletion only, as many branches 
tre, ſhould have been burnt to aihes, and this world {hould 
have ſeen a ſuffering mi niſter of Chrilt turned (of ſomethi 

once in new) into unſavoury falt. Byr my Lord Jeſus had a 
good eye, that the tempter thoald rot play foul play, and blow 
ont Chriſt's candle; tHe wok no thought of my Stomach, 
ond fretting and grudging humour, but of his own grace; 
when he burgt the houſe, he ſaved his own goods: And 1 bes 
lievs, the Devil, and whe periecuting world, ſhall reap no 
rut of me, but burnt aſhes: for he will fee to his own Gold, 
and {ave that troin being coniumed ** ith the fire, 0 what 
ow? Ute the file, to the hammer, to the furnace of my Lord 
Teſus !! who hath now let ms {eg how 3004 the wheat Y Chriſt 
is, that goeth through his mill and his oven, to be made bread 
for his own table: Grace tried is better than grace, and it is 
more than grace, it is glory Ta its infancy, 1 now ſee, godli- 
ele is more than the ovtlide and this world's patlments and 
their buskings: Who knoweth the truth of grace without a 
rial? O how little getteth Chriſt of us, but that which he 
Wir geth (to Tpeak ſo with much toll and pains! And how 


ton would faith freeze without a trols? How many dumb 


crolles haye hen laid upon my back, that had never a tongue 
to fpeak the tiveetnels of Chriſt, as this hath * When Chriſt 
kletfeth bis own croftes with a tongue, they breathe outChriſt's 


v0 ve, wiſdom, kindnels, and care ot us. Why ſhould | ſtart at 


ine plough of my Lord, that maketh deep furrows on my foul ? 
{ know he is po idle Husband, he purpol-tir a crop. O that 
this white withered ley-ground were made fertile to bear à 
crop tor him, by Whom it is ſo painfully dreſſed; and that 
this fallow-ground were broken up * Why was I a fool 
2ricved, that he put his garland and his role upon my head, 
the glory and honour'of bis faithful witnefles ? I deſire now 
ro make no mo pleas with Chriſt : verily, he hath not pus me 
to a loſs by what I ſuffor, he oweth me nothing ; for i, 4 
N alle | nds, 
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144 Mr. Kautherfoord's 
bein to me, wherein fins ͤ a juſheient recompence r 
How blind are my adverſaries, who ſent me to a banqu«: 1... 

haue, to a houle of Wine, to my lovely Lord Jeſus tis (oye 
teatts, and not to a priſon 6r place of exile} Why fhoy,. ! 
imo ther my Husband's honeſty or in againſt his love, be 
nig zard in giving out to othets, what 1 get for nothing. 7+ 
then, eat with me, and give thanks: 1 charge you before (7 
thait ye you to others, and invite them to hel!» me to h 
Ou my debt of praile, how weighty is it, and how tar ruz: vp! 
Oh that others would lend me tb pay, and learn me to pralle 

Oh, Lam 1 drowned dyvoar ! Lord ſeſus, take my thougb!; 
for payment. Yet 1 am in this hot ſommer-blenk wit! + 
tea f in mj eye; for, by rexon of my ſilence, ſorrow, tory, 
hat h filled me: my harp is hanged upon the willow-tree:, | 
caude I am in a ſtrange land I am ſtiil kept in exerciſe » ith 
eu 02s bretheren: My mother hath horn me a man ot con. 
ten tion. Write to me four mind anent I. C. I canto? 1: 
get him, I know not what God hath to do with him: 1 

voi ir mind anent nw Fariſbener, behaviour, and how they 27: 

ſer ved in preaching, or if there be a miniſter as yet hruſt: 

upo n them, which I defire great'y to know, and wich 7 nil 
fear » Dear brother, ye are in my Heart, to live ard to die 
wit h you. Viſit me with a Letter; pray for me: Re 
ber my love to your Wife. Grace, grace be with yeu : An? 
God b who heareth prayer, viſit you, and let it be unto you 1: 
core ling to the prayers of | 
Alberd. Jan. 1. 
1637. 
— tap. —— — * 


Te. -vetbeloved and reverend Brother, Mr. Robert Bla.r, 


Reverend and dearly beloved Brother, | 
N Pace, mercy and peace from Gad our Father, and fr 
our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, be to you 2 It is no great wende 
a dear Brother, that ve be in heavineſs for a leafon, end that 
God *s will, in Ong your deſign and defires to dyvel! a. 
monſſt a people, whote God is the Lord, ſhauld move you: 
{ deny. not, bur yo have cauſe to enquire, what his ol 
dence ſpeaketh in this to you; but God's dicecting and co 
manding will can, by no good Log ick, be concluded from c. 
vents rovidence. The Lord ſent Paul many erran's, 
for the ſpreading, of his goſpel, where he found lions in his 


Vier own Hirother and 
Priſoner, S. R. 
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botds, how ſweet ard comfortable have the thouguts of {1/1 
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Vpilt. 87. LETTERS. 155 
Ap omiſe was ade to his people of the holy land, an 
„et many Nations in the way fighting againſt, and ready to 
ill them, who had the promiſe, or to keep them from poſſeſ- 
ſing that good land, whieh the Lord their God had given 
them. I know ye have moſt to do with ſubmiſſion of ſpirit 
aut perſwade my felt, ye have learned in every condition, 
ivherctn ve ar caſt, therein to he content, and to ſay, Gvocl 4s 
*he will of the Lord, let it be done. I believe, the Lord tack- 
eth bis Ship. often to fetch the wind, and that he purpoſcth to 
bring mercy out of your ſufferings and {ilence. whichs\/Zknow' 
from mine ow': experience) is grievous to you? Seeing ho 


kn» yeth our willing mind to ſerve him, our wages and ſti- 


nd is running to the fore with our God,, even as ſome ſick 
Soldiers get their pay, when they are bed-faſt, and not able 
to go tu the fields with others. Though Iſrael! be not gathered, 
yet ſhall 1 be gleriaus in the eyes of the Lord, and my Cod fhall 
be my ftrength, Iſu. xlix. 5. and we are to believe it thall he 
thus, ere all the play be played, Fer. li. 35. The violence done 
to me and my Fleſh, be uwpen Babylon, and the great whore g 
lovers, ſhal the inhabitants of Zion ſay; ami my blood be upon 
Caldea, ſhall Ferifalem ſay · And Zech. xite 2. Behold, / will 
nale ſeruſalem 4 cup of trembling to all the People avout, when 
they ſpall be in the fege, both again ſudah and ſeruſalem. 
V. . And in that day, I will mak? ſeruſalem a burdenſom Stone 
for all people; they that burden themſelves with it. ſhall be hro- 
ben iu pieces, though all the People of the earth be gathered a- 
eainlt it. When they have eaten and ſwallowed us ue: they 
all be ſiek, and vomit us out living men again: The De- 
vil's ſtomach cannot digeſt the Church of God. Suffering is 
hie other half of our Miniſtry, hewbeirt the hardeſt : For we 
wauld be content, our King o would make an open pro- 
c\amation, and ery down crofles, and cry up joy, gladneſs, 
case, honour and 7 but it muſt not be io; through many 


id ieus we mult enter into the Kingdom of God: Not only 


by them, but th5row7h them muſt we go: And wiles will not 
take us by the crots : It is folly to think, to (teal to heaven 
with a whhle skin. For my ſelf. I am hers a priſoner, con- 
fined in Averdeen, threatned to be removed to Caithneſs, be- 
caule 7 deſire to edifie in this Town; and 7am opent 

preached againſt in the Pulpits, in my hearing, and tempted 
ted with diſputations by the Doctors, eſpecially by D. B. 
Yet I am not aſhamed of my Lord Jeſus his e and crown. 
would not exchange my weeping with the fourteen 3 
D | | . Ar 


156 Mr. Ratberfoord's Epiſt. 
their painted laughter. At my firſt conzing here, 7 toon 
«orts at Chriſt, and would fortooth ſummon him for uni- 
nels . ſought a plea of my Lord, and was toſſed with ch! 
tes, whether ke loved me or not ? and diſputed all over 2 
that he had done to me; becauſe his word was d fire hurt: 
any bowels, and 1 was weary with forbearins; becauic / “ 
was caſt out of the Lord's inheritance: But now 7 (+, / 
was à fool: My Lord miskent all, and did bear with my 
fooliſh jealouſies, and miskent that eyer 1 wronged his 
and-now he is come again ith mercy under his wings. pal 
from my [O witleſs-} tummons: He is God LI te ) ard 
Jam man. Now it hath pleaſed him to renew his love 
my Soul, and to dawt his poor Priſoner. Therefore, my de 
Brother, help me to praiſe, and ſhew the Lord's people 


you, what he hath done to my Soul, that they may pray a 


praiſe : And 1 charge you, in the name of Chriſt, not to 
rut it; tor, for this cauſe I write to you, that my Suffering. 
may glorifie my royal King, and edifie his Church in telay!. 
Fl: knoweth how one of Chriſt's loye-coals hath burnt my 
ſoul, with a gefire, to have bonds tor preach his glory, 
Whole croſs / now bear. God forgive you, if ye do it rot 
But / 0 7 the Lord will move your heart, to proclaim 
my behalf, the ſweetneſs, excellency and glory "of my ro a 
King. it is but our ſoft fleſh that hath raiſed a ſlander on te 
croſs of Chriſt; I ſee now the white fide of it: My Lord! 
chains are all oyer guilded. O if Stotland and Ireland 1:4 
v of my feaſt! And yet I get not my meat but with many 

rokes. There are none here, to whom I can ſpeak; I dwell 
in Kedar's tents. Refreſh me with a letter from you: For, 
know what is betwixt Chriſt and me. Dear Brother, upon 
my Salvation, this is his Truth that we ſuffer for: Cri 
wou'd not ſeal a blank charter to fouls, Courage, courage 
joy, joy for evermore! O joy unſpeakable and glorious 

Oh for help to ſet my crowned King on high! O for love to 
him, who is altogether lovely! That love which many wa- 
ters cannot quench, neither can the floods drown ! I remem- 
ber you, and bear your name on my breaſt to Chat: 
eech you, forget not his afflicted priſoner. Grace, mercy and 
peace be with you. Salute in the Lord from me, Mr. Cunin- 


» ghame, Mr. Livingſten, Mr. Ridge, Mr. Celwart, &c. 


\ Aber, Feb. 7, 1037. Tour Brother and fellow Priſoner, S. E. 
| ; — a an , To 


4 


Epiſt. 88: LETTERS. 157 

To TOHN, KENNEDY Baillie of Air. 
Worthy and, welbeloved Brother, i 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I am yet waiting 
what our Lord will do for his afflicted Church, and for 
my re-entry to my Lord's Houſe, Oh that 1 could hear the 
forfeiture of Chriſt (now out of his inheritance) recalled and 
taken off, by open Proclamation and that Chriſt wers reſto- 
red to be 2 Freeholder and a landed Heriter in Scotland 3 and 
that the courts, fenced in the name of the bdſtard Prelates, 
(their Gedfatbers the Pope's Bailiffs and Sheriffs) were cried 
down! Oh bow {ſweet a tight were it, to lee all the tribes of 
the Lord in this land fetching, home again our baniſhed King, 
Chriſt, to his own palace, his ſanttuary and throne? I ſhall 
think it mercy to my ſoul, if my faith ſhall out- watch all this 
winternnigbt, and not nod or ſlumber, till niy Lord's ſummers 


day dawn upon me. It is much if faith and hope, in che fad 


nights of cur heavy trial, cſcape with a whole skin, and ith- 
out crack or crook-. I confels, unbelief hath not reaton to be 
either father or mother to it: (for unbelict IMs an irra- 
tional thing) but how can it be, but ſuch weak eyes as ons 
muſt eaſt water in a great ſmoke; or chat a weak Lead hau 
not turn giddy, when the waer runneth deep and (tro 

God be thanked, that Chriſt in his children can & 


and term bgwbeit ſoft nature ou Id Tall down in 
that I had — as to reſt on thn | 

grind me into {mall powers e 497, and ſcat- 
ter the digft to the four winds of heaven; That my Lord 
would gather up the powder, and make me up -a new ve ſſel 
again, to bear Chriſt's name to the world! I am [are that love, 
bottomed and ſeated upon the faith of his love to me, would 
deſire and endure this, and would even claim and thriep kind- 
neſs upon Chriſt's ſtrokes, and kilk bis love-gloows; and both 
ſpell and read Salvation, upon the wounds made by Chriſt's 
iwect hands. Oh that I had but a promiſe from che mouth 


he ſhould 


of Chriſt, of his love to me? and then, howbeit my faith 


were as tender as paper, I think longing, and dwining, and 
griemug of fick deſites would caule it bide out the ſiege,” till 
the Lord came to fill the ſoul with his love: And I know al- 
ſo, in chat caſe, faith ſhould bide green and ſap## at the root, 
even at m:d-minter z and ſtand out againſt all ſturms. Ho- 
ever it be, I know Grit winneth heaven in deſpite of hell: 


Rut! 


a ſtreſs 


laces. Oh 


But 7 aw-as many praiſes and thanks to frge grace, as mou 
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13 MI. Ruthorſarrds  Bpiſt. v. 
tie berwixt me and the utmoſt border of the higheſt heir, 
ſuppote ten tloutand heavens were all laid above other, 71. 
oh! / have nothing that can Hire or bud grace; tor, if gra 
would take hire, ic were no more grace: but all ourν,ẽ 
and the ſtrength of our ſalvation, is anchored and faſtned » FOR 
free crace; and Jam ſure, Chriſt hath by his death and his 4 
ca ben the knot ſo faſt, that the fingers of devils, and He- 
ot fins cannot looſe it: And that bond of Chriſt (that rover 
yet was, nor never ſhall, nor can be regiſtrated) ſtandeth f. 
rer than heaven or the days of heaven, as that ſweet Pilar 
the coverant, whereupon we al hang. Chriſt, and all his .. 
tle ones under his two wings, and in the compats' or circl- yi 
his arms, is fo ſure, rhat, caſt him and them in the ground of 
che tea,” be ſhall come up again, and not loſe one; an odd or 
cannot, nor fhall not be loft in the telling. This was alway: 
God's tim, fince Chriſt came in the play betwixt him and 
to make men dependent crenturts, and in the work of v7 | 

vation to put created ſtrength, and arms, and legs of e. 
quite out of , nd our of office and court: Ard now ( 
hath ſubſtituied in our room, and accepted his Son the Ned. 
ator for us, and all that we can make. I this had not beg, 
J would baye s7ni-d over and forgone my part of para dite 
and ſalvation, for a breekfiſt of dead moth- enten earth ; but 
now I would not give it, nor let it go, for more than I on 
tell: and truly they are fly fools, and ignorant of Chriit 


worth, (and W. full ill trained and tutored) who tell heave: 


and rift over the board, for two feethers, or two ff W§9.G 
the deviPs painted pleafures, only, luftred in che outer-1:4-, 
This is our hap Ne now, that car reckanings at night, hen 
Eternity ſliall come upon us, cannot be told; we Fra be 0 
far gFiners, and ſo far frum being ſuperexperded (as the poor 
fools of this world are, who give out their money, and get in 
but black hunger) that angels cannot lay our cqunts, nor 
ſam our advantage and in-comes, Who knoweth how far it i. 
vo the bottom of aur Chet, and to the ground of qur heaven 
Who ever weigbed Chriſt in a pair of be anecs? Who hath ſcen 
tne foldings and plyes, and the herghts and depths of that gl. 
5 which is in him, and kept for us? Oh for fuch à heaven, 


as to itand afar off, and fee, and love, and lang for him, while 


time's thread be cut, and this great worz of creation diffolyed, 
at the coming of our Lord! Now to his grace 7 recomment. 
Fer I beleech yeu alſo, pray for a re-entry co me into the 
rd's Houſe, if it be his good WIIil.. 
Aberd. Jan. G. 1637, Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſm, 8. F., 


— 


piſt. 89. LETTERS. 
F ELISABETH KENNEDY. 


Miſtreſs, 2 ; 

-1 Race, merey and peace be unto you.. J have long had. a 
EY a= of writing to you, bat J have been hindred. 
heartily deſire, that ye would mind your Country, and con- 
Ger to what airth your foal fert=th Is face; for come not 
ome at night, who ſappois they ha ve ſet the ir face heaven- 
ward : it is a worul thing to die and mits heaven, and to luſe 
d-ule-room with Chrift at night; it is an evil journey, where 
-ay-Pers are benighted in the fields. I perfivade my ſeli, that 
Hub nds hall be deceived aud aſuamed of their 4 Be- 
zute they caſt their anchor in linking lands, the / mult loſe it. 
l now, J knew nut che pain, labour, nor difficulty that 
here is to win home; nor did / underitand fo well, before 


er liglited again! 7 lee, ordinary profeſſion, ard to be ranked 
nongſt the children of Grd, and to have a name among men, 
5 £99 thought good enough to carry protefiors to heaven 
_:: cortainly, a name is but a name, and will never bide a 
aof God's ſtorm: I counlel you, not to give your Soul or 
Wit reſt, nor your eyes ſteep, till ye have gotten lomething 
hat will bide the fare, and ſtand out the ſtorm. I am ſure, 
my one foot were in heaven, and then he would lay, rend 
by ſelf, 1 will hold my grips of the? no langer; I ſhould go 
further, but preſently fall down in as many pieces of dead 
nature. They are happy for evermore, who are over head and 
ars in the love of Chriſt, and know nc {1:kne's, but love- 
:2cnels tor Chriſt ; and fee! no pain, bur the pain of an abſent 
pnd hidden Welbelcved: We run our fouls out of breath, and 
ire them in courfin; and galloping after our own night-dreanis 
ach are the rovings of our ee hearts) to get ſome 
created guod thing in this life, and on this fide of death : We 
ald faimſtay, and ſpin out a heaven to our ſelves, in this 
ne of the water; bat ſrrrow, want, changes, ereſſes and ſin, 
are both woof and warp, in that il-jpur web, O how ſwert 
art dear are theſe thoughts, that are {till upon tbe things which 
re above! And how happy are they; who are longing to have 
ictle ſand in their glaſs, and c padde time's tread cut, and can 
ry to Chriſt, Lord Feſus, bal over, come and fetch the drie- 
/ paſſenger{ I widh our def ts wels wore — 

b 7 ko ey 


. 
* 
l at 
4 "x3 4 
p i% 


544 


159 


this, what that meaneth, The rig bt ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved. 
th how many a Door profellor's candle is blown out, aud ne- 
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160 Mr. Rut her for d's Epiſt. 99 
they are upon our country. O but heaven caſteth a ect ./ 
alar off, to thoſe was have {piritual felling ! God hath nad: 
many fair flowers, but the fairelt of them all is Heaven, as Wl 
the Flower of all flowers is Chriſt. O why do we not flag 1» 
to that lovely One Alas that there is fuch ſcarcity of lov. in; 
lovers of Chritt, amongſt us all! y, fy upon us, wh: loy, 
fair things, as fair gold, fair houſes, fair lands, fair peu 
tale horours and fair perſons 3 and 46 not pine and melt w 
with love to Chriſt! O would to God, I had more love ©: 
bis akeæe! O for as much love, as would He betwixt nic 1: 
heaven, for his lake ! O for es much love, as would go £011) 
about the earth, and over the heaven, yea, the heaven ot 1: 
yens, and ten thouſand worlds, that I might let all out upy 
fair, fair, only jair Chriſt ! But alas I have nothing tor 7, 
yet he hath much tor me: it is no gain to Chriſt, that he g. 
teth my little ſeck's!s ſpan length and hand- breadth lov, 
if men would have ſomethirg to do with their hearts and If 
thoughts, chat are always rolling wp and down, Viz me 
bars in a boat, atter ſinful vanities, they may find grez' i. Wl 
iIweet employment t their thoughts upon Chriſt: it tho!- f 
thy, flaltuatins and reſtleſs bears of ours would come 
bout Chtijt, and losk into his love, to hottomleſs love. 
depth of mercy, tothe urſearchable riches, of his grac:, 
© enquire after and feaxch into the beauty of God in Ch. 
thev would be fWallowed up in the Leck and heig at, leng 
and breadth of his goodneſs. Oh if men would draw ie 
*azns; and lock into the inner fide of the ark, and behoio 0 Wl 
che Fulneſs of the Godhead Awelleth in bim bodily! 0 
would not ſay, Let me die, let me die ten times, to i: 
fight f bim] Ten thouſand deaths were no great pr 
give tor him. I am ſure, ſick, fainting love would heighter i} 
market, and raiſe the price to the double tor him. But 
if men and angels were rouped and fold at the deareſt pr: 
they would not all buy a night's love, or a four and tent; Wl 
hours fight of Chriſt : O how happy are they, who get Chi 
{or yothing ' God fend me na more for nn part of para i. 
but Chriſt; and ſurely I were rich enough, and as wzs 
ven d as the beſt of them, it Chriſt were my Heaven. | ci 
Write no better thing to you, than to deſire you, if ever. jt 
laid Chriſt in a count, to take him up, and count over age 
and weigh him again and again: And after this, have no otha Bll 
to court your love, and to woe your ſoul's delight, but Cr; 
he will be found worthy of all your love, hoh beit it h 
Wee G | | F 


. * 
” | : . 


yg 


upon you from the: earth to the uppermoſt circle of the 
4 A of heavens. To our Lord Jeſus and his love I con. 


rig Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
—7 ON ET KENNEDY. 
| Miſtreſs, "0 


— 


Race, mercy and peace bę unto you. Ye are not a little 

obliged to his rich grace, -who hath ſeparate you for 
mt, and for the promited inheritance, w:th the ſaints in 
bt, from this conde nmed and guilty world. Hold faſt Chriſt, 
ntcnd for him: it is a lawful plea to go to holding and dram- 
tor Chriſt; and it is nat pothble to keep Cl:1!t peaceably, 
ing once gotten him, except the Devil were dead. it muſt 
- your refolution, to ſet your face againſt Satan's northern 
mots and forms, for ſalvation: Nature would have heaven 
112 fleeping to us in our beds. We would all bay Chriſt, 
þ being we might make price our ſelves ; but Co 11 is worth 
ore blood and lives, than either you or I have to give him. 
hen we ſhall come home, and enter to th&pollefion of our 
rother's fair Kingdom, and when our heads ſhall find the 
eight of the eternal crown of glory, and when we ſhall loox 
ack to pains and ſufferings 3 then ſhall we ſee -/ife, and fore 
ow, to be lefs than one ſtep or ſtride from a priſon to glory x; 
d that our little inch of timre-ſuffering is not worthy of our 
rt night's welcome home to heaven. O what then will be 
he weight of every one of Chriſt's kiſſes! O how weighty and 
Ft what worth ſhall every ane of Chriſt's love ſmiles be! O 
hen once he ſhall thruſt a wearied traveller, s head betwixt 
is bleſſed breaſts, the poor ſou! ſhall think one kiſs of Chriff 
ach fully paid home forty or fifty years wet feet, and all its 
re hearts and light ſufferings, it had in following after Chriſt? 
) thrice blinded fouls, whoſe heartg are charmed and bewitch- 
d with dreams, ſhadows, ſeckleſs things, nigbt-vanities and 
2g 1t-fancies of a miſerable life of ſin. Shame on us, who 
{ til! fettered with the love and liking of the loan of a piece 
dead clay. O poor fools, who are beguiled with painted 
hings, and this world's fair weather and {mrooth promiſes, and 
"ten worm-eaten hopes! May not the devil laugh, to ſee us 
ve out our ſc 4/5, and get in but corrupt and counterfeit plea- 
Hes of fin ? Qłor a fight of Eternity glory, and a little ta- 
ing of the Lamb's n Elan a draught or a 

4 D A grop 


162 Mr. Rathe Of. Epiſt. 99, 7 
drop of the wine f couſblat ins that is up in our bm... ol 
bouſe, out of Chriſt's own hand; would mak our fn, 
tothe the brown bread and the fowre drink of a miſcrab 1b 
O how far are we bereft of wit, to. chaſe and hunt a il 
till our ſouls be out of breath, after à condemned happ ] 
our own making! And do we hot At far in gur o-ẽƷn ligt, ab 
make it a matter of bazyns-play, to skink and drink ou 11. 1K 
diſe, and the heaven that Chriſt did ſweat jor, cen r 
laſt of ſmoke, and for Ejay's r 2. ?'O chat y 
were out of our ſelves, and fend to thu world, and ti » 


of 4 


r 


dead end cruciſied tous! And when we ſhould be elo out, , 
love and conceit of any magted and fairded lover What 
then Chriſt would win and 'conquey to himſelf a lodging i I 
in miſt yolk of our heart; then Chriſt ſhould be our 27 | 
and our mining- ſong; then the very noiſe and din «+ WM 
Welbeirved's tet, hen he cometh, and his firſt Knock Al 
at the door, ſhouid he as the news of two heavens to us (Il 
that cur eyes and our ſou}'s ſmelling ſhou d go after a vii! Wl 


and ſun· burm flower, even this fair plaiſtered owt-fided v1 
and then \ve have neither eye nor ſell for the Flower «| α el 
for that Plant of Renown, tor Chriſt, the choiceſt, the . :), 2 
the ſweeteſt Roſe that ever God planted ! O let forne of 1: 4; (ll 
to tcel the fmeli of him, and let my part of this roiten 11 
be forfeited and fold for evermore, providing f may an. 
my tofteriny ſoul upon Cbriſt I know it is lometimes t 
Lord, what wilt theu have 4 Chriſi : But, O Lord. il 
chu be budded or prepined with any gift for Chriſt © LY 
C can Chriſt-'be-feld ? Or rather, may not a poor ſinner 
tim jor nothing I I cen get no more, O let me be pained A 
24 eternity 'with longing 'fir bim. The joy of bungring I 
Chriſt, ſhould be my braven for evermore. Alas that | c:» 
| pot draw fouls and Chriſt together! But I defire the co 
of his Kingdom. and that Chriſt (as T aſfurediy hope be 
would coma upon withered' Scet and, as rain upon the vl 
moon grefb. let the Ki ng come O let his Kingdom cou: i 
O let their eyes'rot in, their eye-boles, who will not rec 
him home again to reign and rule in Scotland ! Grace, u 
| be with you. © e 1 | 
1 Aberdeen, 16370 © Tours in bis ſweet 4 Je 
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piſt. qi. LETTER S. 167 
DIe verend and deer Brother. Mr. David Dickſon, 


Reverend and Ac areſt Brother, | THEM 
＋ Hat joy have 1 out of heaven's gates, but that my 
/ Lord ſelſus be glorified in my bouds? Bleed be ye 
ho Lord, who contribute any thing to uny obliged and in- 
bed prailes. Dear Brother, 5 me a por dN dt to pay 
1 mntcreſt, for I cangot come nigh to render the principal. 
—_ jt} nor ſport, which maketh ms to ſpeak and weite 
—_ |! |: 1 neycr betore came ts that nick or pitch of cem mu- 
ori, that I bave row eattained, unto. For my con- 
oo. 1 have beer thels two Sabbaths or three in private, 
iry iotruments in the name of God, that my Lord jeſus 
have kiſſed each other in Aberdeen, the houſe of my pit- 
nage, I ſeck not an apple to play me with, he knoweths 
hom 1 ſerve in the Spirfr, ut a ſe al 2 but beg earneſt, i and 
d am content to ſuſpend and friſt glory whyle lupper-time, 
holy 01S world Will not laſt with me; for my moon-ligbt is 
„ tight, and my eur -Hours above my feaſts, en 1 
5 2 preacherz at which times allo, 1 was embraced” very, 
en in his arms: But who can blame Chriſt to take me on 
ehind hum (it may ay jo) on his white herſe, or in his 
bari't paved with lone, through a water? Will not a Father 
he his little Aewted Davie in his arms, and carry him over 
duch or a mire? My ſhoxt legs could rt lep over this 1457s, 
r unking mire; and therefore my Lord Jeſus will bear mg 
row. If a change come, and a dark day, fo being that he 
11: keep my faith without flaw or crack, I dare not blame 
im, howbeit 1 get no more While J come to heaven: But ye. 
fn, the phy ſick behoved to have ſugar; my faith was fallen 
won, and Chriſt but held up a ſwoonin, man's bead. In- 
led 1 pray not for a dawted bairp's diet; he bnowetrh, 
did hape Chriſt. ſowre or ſweet ; any way, fo being it be 
Witt indeed: I Rand not now upon paired apples, or ſuga- 
F ed diſhes; but I cannot hlame him to give, I muſt gape and. 
ride mouth. Since Chriſt ili bot pantry-up jays, he 
= it be welcome, who will not bide away ; I ſeek. no other, 
s but that he may de ploriges ; he knoweth, 1 would 
= bard fare to have his name ſer on high. Ibleſs you for your 
nel: 1 hope to livre faith, and ſwim without a als or 
undle of 10 f ſenſe under my chin, at leaſt to venture, al- 
3 { ould be ducked. * for u caſe, I chipk the hs 
| 7 n e 6 


Will neither ſtumble nor fall; The worm Jacob is made 


164 Mr. Ratherfoors Epil 9 
i ſhould be. eflayed, and the event re erred to Gd e 
are ours, and events are God's. 7 ſhall go through your. i 
on the Covenart at leifure, and write to you my ming en 
.anent ; and anent the AJrminian Contrat betwixt tl 
and the Hon. I beſecch you, ſet to, to go through S 

Yours on the Hebrews is in great :oquelt with all, who wong 

be acquaint with Chri/?'s Teſtament. | purpoſe (Gor willy 

to ſet about Hoſve, and to try if I can petit to the prof hn 

It refreſherh me much, that ve are ſo kind to my brot; 

hope your counſe! ſnall do him good; recommend 

om, lince I am ſo far from him. {am glad, that h. 

Servant of God, famous and faichful Mr. Cuninghams, | 
pour miniltry before he fell aſleep. Grace, grace be 
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Aberd. March 7. 1637. Tours in hy ſweet Lord Jeſus, ©." 4 
Te the much honoured, WILLIAM RIGG of Ates | 


Mich bonomred Sir, 

Race, merey and peace be to you. I received your |») 

F looked-for and ſhort letter; 1 would ye had ſpoten 

to me, who Rand in need. 1 find Chriſt, as ye write, 
tonger the better, and therefore cannot but re joice in by ae 
tin, who hath made my chains my wings, and hath was 
a king over my croftes, and over my adverſaries: Glory, :- MR 
ry, glory to his high, high and holy Name; not one ounce, lf 
not one grain-welght more is laid on me, than he hathen 
me to bear: and I am not ſo much wearied to ſuffer, as 7:14; 
haters are to perſecute. Oh it I could find a way, is i» 
nigaſura, to ſtrive to be even with Chriſt's love! but th: | 
muſt give over... Oh who would help a dyvoar to pay 1 Ml 
to the King of Saints, who triumpheth in his weak [-rv1 lf 
4 fee, if Chriſt but ride upon a worm, or a feather, hi: or: if 


nr be : FR. 
- . OE 
r 
8 
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him, a nem ſharp threſbins inſtrument having teeth, to 
#he mountains, and beet them ſmall, and to make the hit 
chef, and to fan them, ſo uw the wind fhal! curry then; 11) 
and the whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them, IIa. xli. 14, | 
Chriſt's enemies are but breaking their own heads in pics 
upon the Rack laid in Zion. and the Stone is not removed oi | 
e its place: Faith hath cauſe to take courage, from our ver! i 
affſictions; the devil is but a whet-fone, to ſhar pen the bi 
and patience of the ſaints; I know, he but heweth and 5! | 
7 Merk. Aunes, all this time, for the new Jeruſalem. But ng | 


12, 
: 
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is. three things have nuch moved me, ſince it hath plealed 
ad to turn my mocn-ligbt info day-light. Fit, He hath 
me to work, to wreſtie with Chriſt's love of longing, 
here with Jam fick, painced, fainting, and like to die, bo- 
i cannot get bing which think a ſtrange fort of de- 
reien; for t have not himſelf (whom if 1 had, my love- 
nets would cool, and my fever go away; at leaſt, } thoutd. 
mow the heat of the fire of complacency, which would coot 
Wc ſcorching heat of the fixe of deſire) and yet I have no pe- 
wry of his love 3 and ſo | dwine, I die, and hc feemeth not 
"ve or me. I take inſtruments in bis hand, that / would 
ave him, but J cannot get him; and my beſt cheer is back 
wager : I hleſs him for that feat, Secondly, Old challenges 
ow and then revive, and caſt all down; 7 go halting and 
ing, fearing there be an unſeen proceis yet coming out, 
d that heavier than I can anſwer.. I cannot read diltioetly 
7 Surcty's aft of cautionry, for me in particular, and my 
iichay,e; and ſenſe rather than faith aſſureth me of what I 
ave So unable am / to go, but by a hold. could (with 
erence of my Lord) forgive Chriſt, if he would give ve 
much faith, as { have Hunger for him. I hope, the par- 
on is now obtained, but the peace is not ſure to me, 2s 1 
ouid wiſh: Net, one thing I know, there is not a way to 
jeaven, but the way he hath graced me to profeſs and ſuffer 
„ Thirdly, We, wo is me tar the Virgin-daughter. of Scof+ 
and, and tor the fearful deſolation, and wrath appointed for 
Ms Land; and yer all are ſleeping, eating and drinking, 
uglung and ſporting, as if all were well. Oh ou dim golg, 
ar dumb, blind paſtors, the ſun is gone deows upon them, 
our nobles bid Chriſt fend fer himſelf, it he be Chriſt: 
dere good, we ſhould, learn in time the way to our Hreng 
d. Sir, howbeit not acquainted, remember my bbve to 
our wife. I pray God eſtablich you. | | 
brd. March 9, 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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i JOHN EWART Balli of Kirkoudbright. 


My very worthy and dear friend, 


your love: Your love and reſpe to me is a great comfort 


t great men have nos affrighted me from open avouching 

$29 den of Cod; nay, bis croſs is the ſweeteſt burden that 

| | TN 'P 3 ever 
I l 


Cannot but molt kindly thank you, for the ex preſſions of 


me. I pleſs his high and glorious Name, that the terrors 
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ever I hare; it is ſuch a burden, as wings are to a bird, , 


Tails to a ſhip, to garty me forward to my harbour. 


not much cawte th fall in ſdve with the world; but ra r 
wiſh, chat he who t teth upan the flobds, would br.. my 
broken ſhip to land, and keep my confeience fates in the d. u. 
gerous times: For wrath from the Lara is coming on tis jp 
il Land. It were good, that we eee of hope knew © oy; 
ſtronghold to run to, before: form come on: Thers/ire, 
Ser; 4 beleech you, by the mercies of God, and comfrt 
of his Spirit, by the Biood of your Saviour, and b vr 


 Compearunce before the ſir-reveng ing Fudge ot tho 


rep your garments clean, and ſtand tor the truth o! 
winch ye'profefs, When the time thall come thet yon, 
Wings fhall break; your fact wax pale, your brłea “! 
cold, and this howte of clay mall totter, and your cnc («4 
Mall be over the ward," in eternity ; it ſhall be your cop ts 
ai joy, that ye gave your name to Chriſte The great?'t ben 
of this world think heaven at the next door, and that 
ſtianity is an +a table; but they will be beguilec. 
Fir, I beleech yqu mala fure work of ſalvation: J have 1 
by experience, that all I could do; hath had much ado 
day of my trial; and therefore lay up a ſure foundation (vr (+ 
time to come. I cannot requite you, for your undef-rcs 
favaurs to me and my now afflicted brother; but Itrut 1 
menſber you to God Nemember me heartily to y 
Wife. 1% Hun r e eee e 


„ Aberd. Mareh 13. Tours in hit on 1rd 
D © 7 Feſtwg S. K. 


we. To William "Fullerton | Proveſt of 'Kirkeudbright. 
Murh"honoared Sir 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am obliged to vout 
J*love in God 1 beſeech you, Suu, let nothing be i» cc! 
to jeu, as Chriſt's truth; for falvation is worth all the world; 
and theretore be not afraid of men; that ſhall die: he ©! 
Mal do for you in your ſuffering for him, and ſhall bl-.- 10 
heuſe and ked 3+ and ye have God's promiſe, that 
ve! is"prelence in fire, water, and in ſeven tributions 
Yourtday'iwill Wear to amend; and your ſun go don. In 
death it will be your joy that ye have ventured /all ye 0-lt 
for Chriſt ; and there is nat 2 promiſe of heaven made, 
0 ſuch, as are willing to Tuffer for it: It is a caſtle tun 
Sree. This earth is but theclay-· portion of baſtards'y ant tht 


}- ws v4+6% WE lt) 


. 
11 


„ e * 6 


Dy er —_—_—_——— "eo 
*. Ao . "a 
ot 6, & 51 4 . N 77 


Ph © . n 1 2 
Epiſt 9. FEET T H RS. 167 
fore, NO wonder the world tmile on its own; but better things 
laid up for his Jaw't!ly begotten bairns, hv homthe world hat- 
+>: [ hav experience tofpeak this; for 1 would not exchange 
my priton and fad many, with the court, honour, and eale 
of my adverſaries: My Lord is om make many un- 
now! faces tu laugh pon me, and to provide a lodging for. 
me,; an4 he himfelf vifiteth niy ſoul wich feaſts of lpiricual 
c:mnts. .O how feet 'a Maſter is Chr ſt! Bleſſed are they 
e down all for Him. Ithank you kindly far your love 
+ my diſtreſſed brother.” Ye have the blefing and prayers 

(50087 of Chriſt th you, your wife and children. RE» 
werber my love, and bleffing to William ind Samuel 1 de- 
fire t1-m in their Youth to {tek the Lord, and fear his great 
Nome, to pray twice a-diy (at leaſt ) ta God, and to read 
C-i's Word; to keep themſelves from curfing, lying, and 
gui tdlkirig. Now the only wiſe God, and the preſence of the 
Gd be with you all. e | 


Averd, March 13 Tours in his fweet Lord 
" "8 — Fane. 4 "” 1 2 MEA. as ne 4 _— Src 
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„ the worthy and much boneured, a 3 
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Math honoured Sir, 7 
ace, mercy and peace be to you t The bearer. hereof, 
INM. R. F. is moſt kind to me; I deſire you to thank bim : 
Ut nohe is fa kind as my my royal King and M aſter, uhdſe 
crols is my garland : The King dineth with his priloner 
2rd 115 ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell : He hath led me up to ſu 

| pitch and nick of Joyful communion with himſelf, as I never 
daa before: When I look back to by-gones, I judge my ſelf 
to have been a child ac A, B, C, with Chriſt. Werthy Sir, 
pardon me, I dare not conceal it from you, it is as a fre in 
my bowels : In his preſerice, who {eerh me, I ſpeak it, I am 
p:ined, pained with the love of Chriſt; he hath made me 
d and wounded me: Hunger for Chriſt qut-ruyneth faith; 
{ its faith more than ſove. O if the AK inedoms vronld 
dome and fee! O if they knew his kindrels to my ſoul! It 
hath pleaſed him to bring me to this, that I will not ſtritze 
ils to this world, nor 4755 it, nor adore this clar- id, 
that fools worſhip :. As Lam now diſpoſed, IL chink I will nei 
ther borrow nor lend with it; and yet L get my meat frop: 
Chr liked 


iſt with nutture ; fot le yen times a-day I am lifted up and 
v - », * L 4 — 8 caiten 
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eaſten down. My dumb Sabbaths burden my hcur:, 25 


| mw ake it bleed . 1 Want pot ſenrful challenges, and Jeatoul] >, 


fomertimes of Chriſt's love, that be hath caſten me ovye- 11 
dike of the Vineyard, as a dry tree: But this is my int; 
ty; by his grace I take my (elf in theſe ravinzs :; It Is Ling), 
thas faith and love both be ſick, and fevers are kindly to n 
Joyful communion with Chriſt, Ye are bleſſed, Www) . 
Chriſt openly befor: the Prince of this Kingdom, Wii, «1, 
are upon you: It is your glory to litt him up on his th. 
to carry his train, and bear up the hem of his robe roy 


hath an hiding-place for M. A. C. againſt the frorm : Gs 


and fear not what man can do. The ſaints ſeem to la the 
worlt of it, (for apprehenſions can maice a lie of Chriſt and 
his love) but it is not ſa: Providence is not rolled upon un. 
equal and crooked wheels: Al things work together 7» t 


"$o0d of thoſe who love God, and are called accordin; b 


pier poſe. Ere it be long, We Mall ſee the white fide o mM 


Providence. My brother's caſe hath moved me not att 


He wrote to me your care and kindneſs. Sir, The prifen:t' 
hleſſings and prayers, I trv{t, ſhall not go by you. H- t63t 1 
able to keep you, and to preſent you before the preteen 
his face with joy, eſtabliſh your heart in the love ot Chril.. 
Aberd. 19. Feb. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſi, * | 
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To. E A RLSTOUN younger. 
Honoured and dear Prot her, 


„ 


—— — £ 


EP 


which refreſhed my ſoul. I thank God, the court“ 


eloſed, I think ſhame of my part of it: I paſs now fron: 


unjuſt ſummons of unkindneſs, libelled againit Chriſt n 


Lord: He is not ſuch a Lord and Maſter as | took him to 
verily, he is God, and I am duſt and aſhes: I took Cin 

* gloams to be as good as Scripture ſpeaking wrath but hay: 
ſeen the other fide of Chriſt, and the white fide of his © 
I behoved to come to Aberdeen, to learn x nevv int 
ſtery of Chriſt, that his promiſe is better to believed, t.u 
geil can cauſe Chriſt's glooms 

alic to a weak man. Nay, verily I was a child befote, bj: 
ones are but hair play: {would J could begin to 
hriſt ian in fad carheſt. 7 need not blame Chri't, if / be 
one; for he hath ſhewed me heaven and hell in Abele 
But the truth is, for all my ſorrow, Chriſt is nothing in i) 
debt; for comforts hays refreſhed wy foul ; I have heard 3 


now. 


bis looks; and that the 
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Race, mercy and peace be to you: I received your lets”, 
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en hiv in his ſweetneſs, fo, as J am almoſt ſaying, it is 
tber {was wont to meet with; he laugheth more chear- 
is kiffes are more ſweet and thul- refteſning, than the 
est the Chriſt / law before, were; (thouy n he be the tame} 
or rather, the King hath led me up to a meaſure of joy and 


communion with my Bridegroom, that / never attained to 


ure; o that / often think, Iwill neither borrow nor lend 
«th this world; { will not ftrike (ail to croſſes, nor flatter 
td be quit of them, as I have done. Come all croſſes, 
welcome, welcome! io / may get my heart full of my Lord 
us, I have beer ſo near him, as 1 have ſaid, / fake inſtru- 
mints, this is the Lord; leave a token behind thee, that J 
uy rover forget this. Now, what can Chriſt do more to 
nt one of his poor priſoners ? Therefore, Sir, I charge you, 
u the Name of my Lord lelus, praiſe with me, and ſhew 
unto others what he hath done unto my foul. This is the 
truit of my ſuſterings, that I deſire Ch Name may. be 
ad abroad in this Kingdom, in my behalf. / hape in God 
ot to ſlander him again; yet in this, / per not my feaſts with- 
our ſome mixture of gall 3 neither am / free of old jealouſies; 
torr he hath removed my lovers and friends far from me; he 
"th made my congregation deſolate, and taken away my 
crown : and my dumb Sabbachs are like a ſtone tied to a bird's 
out, that wanteth not wings; they ſeem to hinder me to flec, 
were it not that 7 dare not ſay one word, but, Well dene, Lord 
7:/4. We can in our proſperity ſport our ſelves, and be too 
14 with Chriſt; yea, be that inſolent, as to chide with him: 
Hut under the water we dare not ſpeak. I wonder now of my 
netimes boldneſs, to chide and quarrel Chriſt, to nickname 
Providence, when it ſtroaked me againſt the hair: but now 
wimming inthe waters, J think my will is fallen to the 


97141114 of the water; J have loſt it. / think I would Fain let. 


{rift alone, and give him leave to do with me what he plea- 
ct, if he would ſmile upon me. Verily, we know not what; 
a evil it is, to (pill and indulge our ſelves, and to make an 
de of our will: 1 was once, 1 would not eat, except I had 
wailed meat; now I dare not complain of crumbs and pair- 
ings under bis table: { was once that I would make the houſe 
do, if 1 {aw not the world carved, and ſet in order to my 
liking z now I am ſilent, when 7 ſee God hath ſet ſervants on 
horſe-back, and is fatning and feeding the children of per- 
dition. I pray God, I never ind my will again: Oh if Chri/F 
would ſubject my wii to his, and trample it under his ſyet, 
| an 
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17060 Mr. Ritherforrds Epiſt. 9. 
and iber ate me front that lawleſs Lord ! Now, %, in yo, 
Youth gather faft 5 your fun will mount to the 
quielely, and thereafter decline: Be greedy of graco: 9 
above anything wy dear brother, to mortifie your lues () 
but pride o youth, vanity, luſt, idolizing of the m , 1 
charming pleaſures, take long time to root them out ' 4x 5, 
as ye abe advanced in the way to heaven, as near as be 
Chrift, as much progtels as ye have made in the wey of my. 
tihcation, ye Will find that ye are far behind, and have wy) 
of Your work before you, I never took it to be lo hard. 
dead to my laſts and to this world: When the day of 4; 
tion conteth, and your old idols come weeping about vu, 
ye will have much ado not to break your heart; it is + 7 
give up in tim: with them, ſo as ye could at a call quir you; 
art of this world for a drink of water, or a thing of 
erily, Shave {een the beſt of this world, 2 mothieaten 
bare coat: I purpofe to lay it aſide, being now hohe 4 
old. O fir my houſe above, not made with hands! Prov 
Chrifts privoner, and write to me. Remember my love © 
vour Mother: Detire her from me, to make for Yemor:n» ; 
the Lord's tide will not bide her; and to feek an he yer! 
mind, that her Heart ma be often there. Grace be wit) 1/1, 
Aberd. Feb. 20. 1037. Durs au Chriſt's priſoner, d. l. 


th ad. 14 i 


T ROBERT GLENDININ G. 
My dear Friend; | 
Race, mercy ahd peace be to you + I thank you wol 
T ' kindly for ybur care of we, and your love and he. 
cxive kind neſs to my Brother in his diſtreſs: I pray the Lord. 
ye may find mercy in the day of Chrilt z and 1 entreat you, 
Sir, to confider the times ye live in, and that your foul i: 9 
more worth to vou, than the whole world, which, in the 44 
of the blowing of the laſt trumpet, ſhall lie in white als 
an old caſtle burnt to nothing: And remember, that 114; 
ment and eternity is befor you. My dear and worthy , 
Let me entreat you in Chriſt's Name, and by the ſal vation a 
your ſeul, and be your /eOmpearance before the dreadtu! an! 
fin-revenging judge of the wwrld, make your accounts reac y. 
read them ere ye come to the water-ſide; for your afternoo! 
will wear ſhort, and your fun fall % and go down: anc yt 
know, that this long time your Lord hath waited on you. 0 
how comfortable à thing ſhall it be to you, when time (ho! - 


Epiſt, 98. LETTERS. . 
da more, and your:{onl ſhall de part aut of the henfe of clay, 
I and endleis eternity, to have your oul dreſſed up, and 
prepared for your Bridegroom No loſs is comparable to the 
che foul, there is no hope of regaining that lofs. O have 
% ul would my. taut be. to tot that ve would ſtert'to the 
gates and contend for, the Crawn, and leave all vanities, and 
mike Chriſt your: Garland Let your loul put away your 
0.4 lovers, and: let Chriſt have our whole love: I have tome 
exp. ence to write o this to you, My Watvets is in heaven, 
would not exchange my chaim and bonds for Chritt, and nry 
lighs for ten wortds glory. I judge this clay-idal, that . 
ies 1073 are rouping and ſelling cheir lou's for, not worth 
| tink of cold water. O it your foul were in my feuls ſtead, 
bo ack would -ye-be of love ter that faireſt One. ther ſitreſt 
wong, the long vi. men | May-fiewers, ard murnng-vanour, 
and fmmer-milt poſteth not ſo taſt away, as thele worm-eaten 
blenlures that we follow: We huild caſtles inthe sir, and 
11-11 dreams are our daily idals, that we dote : S 
©, bien is our only ont neceffary thing. Sir, Call home 
you thoughts to this work, to enquire for your Weolbeloved : 
earth is tlie portion of: baſtards ; {eek the Son's inheri- 
11nce, and let Chiniſt's truth be dear to yu. I pawn my 
vation on it, that this is the honour of Chriſt's kingdom, 
ne (uffer for, (and this world; 4 hope, hall not come be- 
tecen me and my Garland q 2nd that this is the Way to lite. 
pe ard 1 hall lie lumpz of pale clay upon the cold 
2:49, gur pleaſures, cht we row naturally love, ſhall be 
a dchan nothing, in that day. Dear Brotber, fultſil my joy, 
betake you to Chriſt, without further delay 3 ye will be 
1410 at length ta ſeek to him or do infinitely wotſe. Remem- 
ver my love to your wife. Grace be with you. 

Aberd. March 13. 1637. Tours in bs ſweet Lord Feſius, S. K. 
—— — . —-—— — — — 


e WILLIAM GLENDININ G. 


elbe leved and dear Brother, | 
7 Race, merey and peace be to you : I thank you molt kind» 
tor your care and love to me, and in particular to my 
LSrother, in his diſtreſs in Ldinbu gb: Go on though your 
waters without wearying ; your Gaide knoweth the way, 
how him, and caſt your cares and tentations upon him: 


—— oo te — —— — —— 


and let not worms, the ons of men, affright you; they ſhall 


e, and the moth ſhall cat cher + Keep your Garland; chere 


/ 


— — — 2— 


— — 
2 — 
— * 
* 
um 
* 


- 
4 — — % a 


- 
& — 


0 — — k — 6 
ens, — ß IDs 
4. — — « 2 1 - 
— WADE" \ | 


— 
ww 


— 


Pay - a7 + £4 
%. 


Ov” 


22 
- wwe 
- - 


* — _—— =- 4 
—y 2 - 


a * 


1 
A 
, 
1 
x 
i 
jt 


172 Mr. Rutherfoord's Fiſt, 9 
is no les at the ſtake, in this wame betwixt us and the __ 17 
than our Conſcience and Salvation ; we have need to take 
heed to the game, and not to yield to them. Let the abs 
other things trum us; but here, in matters of Conſcie a 
muſt hold and draw with Kings, and ſet our ſelves in tors 17 
oppoſition with the ſpietds of the earth. O the fee 
Unnnion ior evermore, that hath been between Chriſt as 

rifoner | He wearieth not to be kind: He is the faire + high! 
1 fee in Aberdeen, or any part that ever my feet were in, . 
member my hearty kind neſs to your wife; I deſire her to i 
lieve, and lay her cares on God, and make faſt Work of 
tion. Grace he with you. | | 


Aberd« March 13. 1637. Tours in by only Lord Feſws, S. R. 
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To JEAN BROWN. 


Welbelcved and dear Siſter, 
F.ace, mercy and pet ce be to you: I received your lette- 
which Jeſteem an evidence of your chriſtian affection to 
me, and of your love to my honourable Lard and Maſter, My 
deſire is, that your comnunion with Chriſt may grow, «1! 
that your reckonings may be put by-hand with your Lord. e-: 
ye come to the water-fide. O wio knoweth how ſweet Crit 
kifles are! who hath been more kindly embraced and Ke, 
than I his baniſhed priſoner ? It the compariton could ſtar, / 
would not exchange Chriſt with heaven it ſelf: He bath eta 
dart and arrow of love in my ſoul, and it paineth me 1i!! he 
come and take it out: 7 find pain of theſe wounds, becai\c / 
would have poſſeſſion. I know now, this wormetcaten av! 
the plaiſtered rotten World, that che filly children of this world 
are beacing and buffeting, and pulling others ears tor, 3s a 
ort ion for baſtards good enough; and that is all they have 
Heck for. 7 offend not, that my adverſaries tay at home 
their own fire- ſide, with more yearly rent than J; ſhould / be 
angry, that the good-man of this houle of the world cite 2 
dog a bone, to hurt his teeth? He hath taught me, 0 
content with a borrowed fire ſide, and an uncouth bed And 
think, / have loſt nothing, the in-come is fo great. OV 


telling is in Chriſt! O how weighty is my fair Garland, ny 
Crown, my fair Supping-hall in glory, where / ſhall be abov: 


the blows and buffetings of Prelates | Let this be 22 delice, | 
and Jet your thoughts dwell much upon that blefſednels, 11: 
abideth you in the other world: The fair-ſide of the wor 
N | wi 


, f 
' 
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be turned to you uickly, when ye ſhall fee the crown. 7* 


hupe ye are Near your odging : O but I would think my ſelf 
lied, for my part, to win the houſe before the ſhow er come 
bor God hath a quiver full of arrows, to {hook at, and 
le der down upon Scotland. Ye have the prayers of a pri- 
rr of Chriſt. 7 defire Patrick to give Chriſt his young 
ee, even the flower of it, and put it by all others: It were 
od to ſtart ſoon to the Way; he ihould thereby have a great 
1dyantage in the evil day. Grace be with vou. | 
Abend. March 7. 1637. Tours in hie only Lerd Feſus, S. R. 


— — 


"TM. JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


1 


— 


R-overend and welbelaved in the Lord, | 

7 Was refreſhed with your letter : l am ſorry for that linger- 
ing, and longſom viſitation, hat is upon your wife; but 
(now, ye take it as a mark of a lawfully begotren child, and 
102 of a baſtard, to be unde your Father's rod: Till ye be 1+ 
een, it will be but fou! weather, one. ſhower up, and an- 
oils down, The lintel-ftone and pillars of the nom Jeruſalem 
futter mote knocks of God's hammer and tool, than the com- 
12 fr de-mall-ftones ; And if twenty crofles be written for you 
God's book, they will come to nineteen, and then at laſt to 
hoe, and after that, to nothing, but your lead betwixt Chri/Ps 
trerfts tor eyermore { and his on ſoſt hand co dry your face, 
ind wipe away your tears. As for publick ſufferirgs tor his 
truch, your Maſter allo will fee to theic; let us put him in 


h made a wound; and welled me up with deſires, ſo chat 


vun to be pitied for want of real poſſeſſion: Love would have 
company of the party loved; and my greateft pain is the 
unt of him; not of his Joys and comforts, bur ot a near uni- 
and communion. This is his cruth, J am fully perſwaded, 
{ now ſuffer for: For Chrift hath taken upon him to he Witneſs 
o it, by his ſweet comforts to my ſoul ; and ſhall / think him 4 
alte witneſs, or that he would ſubſcribe blank paper | thank 
is his high and dreadful Name, for what he hath given; 7 
hope to keep his ſeal and his pawn, till he come and looſe it 
h\miclf. 1 defy hell to put me aff it; but he is riß, and he 
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+ Þath met with his priſoner; and I took inftraments e 


+ ö 7 5 p * _ . ” 
die jorge, ſugpmin:, it will be my ſhame t nysbelicyc 


— * * = 
— q PX” — 8 * . - 
— - wd %*u ” 
. 


r 
= * 2 Foe 
" 
I 
- 


i74 Ms. Retbprfoorf's  Epilt. to; 
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own band, that I was he, and ho other Fr Hm, Win wi 
dev tenceth a baltard-courtig my Lord®s ground, ane 
ſuch 2 fair'broad ſeal: And ht Satap and my apprehe aſi 
ſometimes mate a lie of CÞrif, as if be Hated me; bus | 1s 
believe no evil of C it: I be would cool. my le,, 5, 
Himself with real preſence and polſet on, I world b. ti. 
but i dare not be anflearned, and ſack -more-jg- that ki; 1 
howbcit it bw ng hame ta beg at Chriſt's door, 1 Pit U 
adverſaries; 1 grudge .not, that my Lord keepeth them bt 
their oxvn fre-tide,, and hagh given me @borrewed hed: „ 
horrowed fire-fide : Let the rrod-man of the houtt: co) » 
dog a bone, why hu I end! I regovce that the beer 
bark $1!) come to jand, and that Chiiſt will oy the ore 
come the ſen-Hick paflenger, Me bays need of a great ſtock, 
ag aint this day of trial that is coming; neither cha got 
corn in Scotland, hut it ſhall onge peſs chor God fieye, 
Praiſc, praiſe, and pray tor. me; tor, L cannot forget 
Know ye will be friendly ta jy aMiged Brother, ' Wo 
embarked in the ſame caule with me; let him have your conn 
and comforts, 2inember my love in Chri@ o your , 
her health is conung, and ber falyation Ceępett not, Ve hee 
the prayers and olclizns of a priſoner of Chriſt: fow f 4-2! 
bread plentifuily; the pantry-door will be locked on the h 
in appearance, cre long. Grace, grace be'with you. 
Aberd. March 7. 5637 Tours in Js ſweet Lord Feſm. 5. . 
———— — — por — KE Kats 1 F | 


I. hy reverend and dear Brother, M. Robert Douglas, 


a Aw as 1 0 


* 


—_ 


| | 

| | | 4 105 | | 

My very reverend aud dear Brother, | 
(; Race, mercy and peace be to you * 1 long to ſee you in 
paper. I cannot but write to youz that this which | | 


now tuffer for is CQhriſt a truth; becauſe he hath been picalecl Wl | 
to feal my ſufferings wich joy unſpeakable and glorious : | 
Know he will not put his ſeal upon blani' j aper; brit hat! 
not dumb ſeals, neither will he be Witnel, to a lie. I helcec! 
you, wy dear Hrother, help me to praiſe, and to lift Child 
up on his throne, above the ſhiel is of che earth, I am 2 
viſbed and coniounder. at the the greatneſs of his kindne's to 
ö 71 inner. 1 know, Chriſt aud I ſhall never be even, I ih! 

ie in his debt : He hath left an arrow in my heart, 4 


paincyh me for wang of real poſſeſſion; and bell cannot quent! 


this 


Fpiſt. 102, . LETTERS. 175 
ts coal of God's kindling. I Vik no man lapder Chriſt or . 
bis Sts, for my cavle; tor I hays much caule to ſpeak much 
good of him: He. bath brought ny co vick and degree di 
Turion with himſelt, that 1 knew not betore. The dm 
ade oom of our Lord's crols, is more farful ard hard than 
he crgls it felt © He taketh the $a7rns in his arms, when ty 
come to a deep. Water; at leaſt when they Joie round, and 

tn to fivim, then his hand is under their chin. Ler me 
a by your: prayers, and remember my love to your 
kin ite. Grace be with you. 

Aberd. March 7. | Tour Froither and Chrift's 
1837. Priſaer, S. R. 

—ͤU—ä ² ) rn»! «%„ẽé — —ʃ[„˖. . —.üü FIG 


bis loving Friend, JO HN HENDERSON. 


—— — omg 


Loving Friend, | ; | 

Ontipue in the love of Chrifl, and the doctrine which 
$ taught you faithiully and painfully, according to my 
mealure: ] am free of your blood, Fear the dreadiu) Name of 
God: Keep in, mind the ex-minatiups which ] taugbt you, 
d love the truth of God. Death, as ſaſt as time flieth, cha- 
vou dut of this lite: it is poſſible, ye make your reckoning 
with your judge, before I fee you; let lalyation be your care 
night and day, ard ſet aſide bovrs and tines of the day tor 
prayer. I 7 25 to hear that there is prayer in your houie : 
chat your ſervants keep the Lord's day, This dirt and 
god of clay, Iman the vain world, is not worth the ſeeking. 
An hire!ing-paſtor is to be thruſt in upon you, inthe room, 
which 1 have Chriſt's warrafft and right ; Stand to your 
libertles, for the word of God alloweth you 4 vote in chuſing 
your paſtor. What I write to you, I write to your wife: 
commend me heartily to her. he grace of God be with you. 
Aerd, March 14. 1637. Tur lovig Friend and Paſtor, S. R. 
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To A. HUGH HEN D ERS ON. 


My Reverend end dear Brother, | | 
Hear ye bear the mari;s of Chriſt's dy ing about with you, 
and that your brethren have eaſt yeu out tor for Maiter's - . 

e: Let us wait, on till the evering, end till our ceckon- 

ß in black and white come before our Maſter. Brother, 

lince we muſt haye a deyil to trouble us, 1 love a xa ing de- 


ri beſt: Our Lord xnoweth what ſort or devil we are 1 7 
| . 01 


** 


x76, Mir. Ratherforrds , Epift, 704 
of: It is beſt Satan be in his uwn-skin, and look like time, 
Chriſt weeping looketh like himſelf alſo, with whom guet, 


2 


— wn — * 


| and Phariſees were at yea and nay, and ſharp Contra did 
4 Ye have heard of the patien u of Job; when he lay in he 

5 * * . * ” in 
4 God was with him, clawing and curing his feabs, ana 
5 out his boils, comforting his ſoul; and he took him ug 144 
9 by That God is not dead; yet he will ſtop and take vn {/, 


 F4 bairns : Many broken legs ſince Adam's days hath he h 
5 * | hearts path he refreſhed ; bleſs him er 
'q and many weary hearts nath he retrefhed ; bleſs him {or 4. 


4 
1 fort : Why? None cometh dry from David's wel! ; l 
- go among the reſt,and caſt down our oem buckets into Cl 
1 ocean, and fuck conſolations out of him: We are not { 1» 
LY. ſtricken, but we may fill Chriſt's hall with weeping : Weber 
15 not gotten our anſwer from him yet : Let us lay up ur 
= ken plea's ta a full ſea, and keep them til! the day of Chr 
} | coming; Wwe and this world will not be even till then: the; 
F'F would take our garment from us; but let us hold, and +1 


draw. Brother, it is a ftrange world, if we laugh not: Ire. 
ver law the like of it, if there be not parks the man, tur this 
conterupt done to the Son of God? We muſt do as tho, v9 
keep the bloody nakpin to rhe Baillie, and let him.lee blood 
We muſt keep our wrongs to our ſudge, and let him fer. 
bluddered and foul faces: priſoners of hope muſt rus + 
Chriſt with the gutters, that tears have made on their ec 
Brother, for my ſelf, l amChriſt's dawted one, for the preſert; 
and I live upon no deaf nuts (as we uſe to ſpæak) he haths 
ned fountains to me in the wildernels. Go. look to my 
rd ſeſus; his love to me is ſuch, that I defy the world! 
find either brim or bottom in it. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. March 13, Toter Brother in his ſweet IA 
1637. | | Jeſus, S. R. 
To the Lady ROB ERTLAN UB. 
Mi ſtre 45, 1 | . 
| "och mercy and peace be to you: 1 fhall be gl. (0 
| hear that your ſoul proſperech, and that fruit gu 
eth upon you, after the Lord's tusbandry and pains in w 
rod, thathath not been a ſtranger to you from your you» 
It i: the Lord's kindneſs, that he will take the ſcum off us"! 
the fire : Who knoweth how needful winnowing is to us, it! 
what droſs we muſt want, ere we enter into the kingdom 
God ? 50 narrew is the entry te heaven, that dur ay ;, 78 
| | F 0 » 0. p 
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Ppiſt, 104. LETTERS. 3 
unches and lamps of pride, and ſelſ-love, and idol- love, and 
Wo id-love muſt be hammered off us, that we may throng in, 
ping low, and creeping thorow that marrow and. thorny 
=... And now for my ſelf, I find it the moſt tweet and 
ke: venly life, to take up houſe and dwelling at Chriſt's fire- 
de, ard ſet down my tent upon Cbrzft,that Foundation-ſtone, 
ho is fure and faithful ground, and hard under foot. Oh! 
= could win to it, * proclaim my felt not the world's 
A -.. nor > lover obliged. to it; and that I mind not to 
ee or bud this world's love any longer; but defie the kind 
s and feud of God's whole creatian whatſomever ; elnecis!- 
the lower vault and clay- part of God's creatures, this vain 
arth for What hold Lot his world? A borrowed lodging, 
aud ſome years houle-room, and bread and water, and Fre, 
nd bed, and candle, Cc. are all a part of the penſion of my 
a and Lord, o whom Low thanks, and not to x ereaturs. 
= think God, that God is God, aud Chriſt is Chrift, and the 
arch the carth, and the devil the devil, and the world the 
vorld, ard that ſin is fin; and that every thing is what it is: 
Þ2caule he hath taught me, in my wilderneſs, not to ſhutfi» 
WW: Lord jeſus, nor co Intermix him with creature yarities, 
or co ſpin or twine Chriſt or his ſwect love in one web, or 
== 5 threed with the world and the things thereof, Oh it 
j could hold and keep*Chriſt all alone, and mix bim with no 
ning! O it I could cry down the price and weight of my 
ur ſed felt, and cry up the price of Chriſt; and double, and 
rigle, and augment and heighten to millions the price and 
worth of Chrilt ! lam (if I durſt {peak lo, and might lawful- 
ly complain) ſo Hhungredly ere by Chritt er my be- 
ral ford, that his nice love, which my foul would be in hands 
with, flyet me; and yet Lam trained on to love him, and 
lait, and long, and dic for his love, whom I cannot ſee: It is 
wonder, to pine away with love for a covered and hid lover, 
and to be hungred with his love, ſo as a poor ſou! canner get 
11s of hunger tor Chriſt : It is hard to be hngred of bun- 
7, Whereot ſuch abundance for other things is iv the world: 
but ſure if we were . tutors, and ſtewards, and maiters, aud 
197C-Carvers of Chriſt's love, we ſhould be mere lean,and worte 
tod than we are: Our meat doth us the more good, that 
Chrift keeperh the keys, and that the wind and the air of 
Chriſt's ſweet breathing, and of the influence of his Spirit, is 
locked up in the hands of the good plealure of him, who blow- 
ctu where he liſteth. I ſee, there is a fort of impatient pa- 
NM | tienes 


* 


1 " 4 * — » 
—— — — — „ 2 — 
** - bo» o& & „ f . 1 "Y 


| b ] * 

198 Mr. Rutheyfoord's Epiſt. 10% 
tienꝛe required, in the want of Chriſt, as to his manife{tatic:, 71 
and waiting on: They thrive who wait on his love, andth. 
blow ing ot it, and the turning of his gracious wind; 2 
they thrive who in that on- waiting make haſte; and %% .., 
1 much ade, for their loſt and hidden Lord ſeſus: Hnweye: 
F be, God feed me with him, any wiy. If he would com it, 

A I ſhall not diſpute the matter, where he got a hole, or how 

x opened the lock: | jhould be content, that Chriſt and | ns 
ſuppoſe he ſhould ſtand on the other ſide of hell's laks, 1; 
cry to me. Either put in your foot and come through. -/\> , 
all nt bave me at «ll. But: what foo's are we, it thet;}, 
ing up of him and of his dealing! He hath a gate ot his oy», 
beyond the thoughts of men, that no foot bath skill to (ll, 
him: But we are ſtill ill cholars, and will go in at cave; 
gates, wanting the halt o our lefon, and hall ſtill be B πνν 
ſo long 2s we are upder time's hands, and till eternity auf 
fun to ariſe in our fouls, that ſhall give us wit. Wen:y 
lee how we ſpill and mar our own fair heaven and ir 
vation, and how Chr iſt is every day putting in one bon -» « 
Ther. in thoſe fallen ſouls of ours, in the right place ug 
and that in this fide of the new Feruſalem, we fhall iril! !y; 
need of forgiving, and healing. I find crofles Chrij?'s ene 
work, that he marketh out for us; and that with croſſes lf. 
gureth and pourtrayeth us to his own image, cutting 
pieces of our ill and corruption: Lord cut, Lord 
Lord wound, Led do any thing, that may perfect thy gane, 
mage in us, and mak? us meet fer glory. ray for me, 
not you) that cur Lord would be pl:afed to lend me 
room, to preach his righteouineſs, and tell what 7 have her 
and {een of him. Forget not Lien, that is now in Chriff's cam 
and in his forge : God bring her out new work. Grace gi! 
be with you. 

Aberd. \an. 4. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, |. 
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* To the Farl of, CX S S1 S. 
Right honourable and my very good Lord, 

Race, mer:y and peace be to your TLerdſhip. I hope you 
Lordſhip will be pleated to pardon my boldneſs, it (v7 
report of your zealous and forward mind, that I hear our 
Lord bath given you, in this his honourable cauſe, when C 
and his goſpel are fo tou!ly wronged) i ſpeak to your Tord 
in paper, entreating your Lordſhip to go on, in the strengt 
of the Lord, toward, and againſt a ſtorm of Antichri/t 4 


, 


| | | 


| | | Role: ROE + . 274 
piſt 10% EETTERS:... 199 
ed, that blowethupon the face of this your poor Mother = 
=P, Chriſt's Lily amongſt the thorns. It is your A de 
W's glory and happineſs, When ye ſe ſuch A b ow Coming 
pun Chriſt, to caſt up your arm to prevent it: Neither 1s it 
uc that needeth to, bluſh before the Sun, or to Ace the 
hence or cenſure of impartial beholders, ſecing the queſtion 
deed (it it were rightly ſtated) is, about the Prerogatiues 
al of cur princely and royal Law-giver, onr Lord Jeſus, 
oſe ancient march ſtones and lard-bounds dur baſtard lords, 
e caithly generation of Hraunising Prelates, have boldly 
d thamefully removed: and they, who have but halt an exe, 
ky ſee, chat It is the greedy deſires of time idoliqing emma, 
d the irching ſcab of ambitious and climbing Dictrephes's 
ho love the Geat's life, to climb till they cannot nd a way 
ſt their ſoals on ground again) that hath made {nick a wide 
bach in our Zion's beautiful walls: and theſe are the nen, 
bo eck no hire for the crucifying of Chriſt, but his coats 
h bow forlorn and deſolate is the Bride of Chritt made to all 
lers by! Who ſeeth not Chriſt buried in this lard, his 
oplhcts hidden in caves, ſilenced, baniſhed, and impriſoned g 
th weeping in ſackeloth before the judges, parliament, and 
rulers of the land? But her bill is call, by them, and holi- 
Is hideth it felt, tearing the ſtreets, for the reproaches and. 
lecution of men: juſtice is fallen a{woon in the gate, and, 
long ſhadows of the evening are ſtretched out upon us x 
o, Wo to us, for our day flyeth away; what remaineth; 
t that Antichriftſet down his tent in the midſt of us, except 
ur Lordſhip, and others with you, read Chriſt's ſupplication, 
give him that, which the moſt lewd and — 
etches in this land may have before a judge, even the poor 
in's due, law and juſtice for God's ſake. O theretore, my 
e and dear Lord, as ye have begun, go on, in the mighty 


_ ' l * oh = — E 
2 W 
l 


80. 
4 + 
4 4 LY 
T 
a; S- 


od 8 
tes 


- 


wer and ſtrength of the Lord, to cauſe our Lord in his gol- 
and afflicted members laugh, and to cauſe the Chriſtian 
zurches (whoſe eyes are all now upon you) to ling for joy, 

en S:otland's moon ſhall ſhine like the light ofthe ſun, an 
tun like the light of ſeven days in one: ye can do no leſy 
n tun, and bear up the head of your dying and ſ\wooning 
tor church, and plead for the production of her ancient 
Warters. They hold-our and put-out;, they hold-in and 
ng. in at their pleaſure, men in God's houle ; they ſtole the 
's from Chriſt and his Church, and came in lixe the thief 
the robber, not by che door, Chriſt ; and now theic 
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Epiſt. 10% 
long is, authority, authority, obedience to church obern 
M len fuch a baſtard and lawleſs pretended ſtep- dam 
Prelates, is gone mad, it is your place, who are the ow; 
to riſe and bind them; at leaſt, law thouid fette c wits 
bulls as they are, who puſh all who oppoſe themi®ives teh 
domination. Alas what have we loit, ſince Preis wer 
made maſter-criners, to change our gold in brats, aud my 
tre Lord's wine with their water ? Bleſſed for ever n: 4 
be of the Lord, if ye help Chriſt againſt the mi ghty, and ſhi 
deliver the Flock of God, ſcattered upon the mountain* n 
the dark and cloudy day, out of the hands of theſe 7d: +. 
Serds. Pear not men, that ſhall be moth-eaten clay, that h. 
be rolled up ina Cheſt, and caſten under the cart}: i. 
hol) One of Iſrael be your fear, and be couragion: |: 
Lord, and his Truth. Remember your accounts arc +» 
ing upon you with wings, as faſt as time poſteth : eee 
ber what peace with God in Chriſt, and the preten* « the 
Son of God, the revealed and felt ſweetneſs of his love. n 
to you, when eteruity ſhall put fi me to the door, ad 
take gocd- nig bt at ti me, and this little ſhepherd's tent 5; on, 
this iunt of a borrowed earth. I hope yonỹ Lede 
now and then ſending out thoughts to view tis world's 
naughtineſs and vanity, and the hopedefor glory of HS + 1: 
come; and that ye reſolve, that Chriſt ſhall have your . 
and all yours at command for him, his honour and e 
Thus, truſting your Lordſhip will pardon my boldnels, | 529, 
That the only wiſe God, the very God of peace, my prolerye, 
ſtrongthen and eſtabliſh you to the end. 
Aberd. Teur TLordſbip's at all command and = 
1647. < 18 Chrilt, S. Ke 
— . — - —— 


To the Lady R O W A LAN; 


MADAM, © | 
. not acquainted, I am bold in Chriſt co he 
1 pour Ladyſbip in paper: I rejoice in our Lord ce 
your behalf, that it hath pleaſed him (whole love to zu 
as old as himſelf) to manifeit the ſavour of his love in brit 
jeſus to your ſoul, in the revelation of his WIll and mind to 
* now, when ſo many are ſhut up in unbelict. O tit 
weet change ye have made, in leaving the black king dend 
this world and fin, and coming over to our Bridegrooms 
ne Kingdom, to kyow,' and to be taken with rh woe 0 1 


1 
. 
8 
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utitul Son of God. I beſeech you, Madam, inthe Lord, 
make now ſure work, and fee that the old houſe be caſten 
down, ard razed from the foundation, and that the new 
building of your ſoul be of Chriſt's ownlaying; for thenwind 
21d /{ +1) Shall neither looſe it, nor ſhake it alunder. Many nuw 
ike brit by pnels ; Be luce that it be he, and only he, whem 
ve have met with: His ſweet nell, his lovely vcige, bis 
$1ic face, his ſweet working in the foul, will not lie; they 


he Mints ſpeaketh chat it is he) and therefore I fay, be ſure 
that ye take Chriſt himſelf, and take him with his Father's 


ae weil fallen, it could pot have been better, nor ſo well 
With you, if they had not fallen in theſe places; in heaven, 
lor out of heaven, there is nothing better, nothing fo ſweet 
and excellent, as the thing ye have lighted on, and theretors 
bold you with Chriſt : Foy, much joy may ye have. of him: 
But take his croſs with himſelf cheertully: Corift and his crofs 
are not leparable ih this lite, howbeit Chriſt and his croſs part 
at heaven's door, for there is no houfe-raom tor crotles in 
beaven: One tear, one ſigh, one lad heart, one feat, one lols, 


| or thought of trouble cannot find lodging there; they are 
7 but the marks of our. Lord ſeſus down in this wide inn and 
al mi country, on this fide of death: Sorrow and the ſairts 
. e not married together; or, ſuppoſe it were fo, heaven thall 


; 


ternels of forrow and ſuffering, I think it a ſweet thing, 
„ac Christ ſairh of my croſs, Half mine; and that he divideth 
t nee fuffe rings with me, and taketh the largeſt ſhare to him- 
- that land my whole crofs are wholly Chriſt's. 0 
what a portion is Chriſt! O that the ſaints would dig deep- 
er ip the treaſures of his wiſdom ant excellency ! Thus re- 
commending your Ladyſhip to the good - will and tender mer- 
50 ies ot dur Lord, [ ret g 


by maße a divorce. 1 find his (wert preſonce cateth out the bit- 


; 01 Aberd. Sept. 7. | Tour TLadyſbip in bit ſueet 
wis 1637.7 Lerd Jeſus, S. Re 
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d to 4 ROBERT GORDON of Rnockbrex.. 

a of i My. wery wirthy and dear friend, PTE 
ons ( . mercy and peace be unto vou: Though all Gallt= 
f the way ſhould have forgatten me, I would have expected a 


er from you ere now's but I will not cxpound it to be 


Mt, _ tor- 


* 


will Gon tell, if it be Chriſt indeed ;, (and I think your love to 


bicting : His Father alloweth him well upon you, your lines * 
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Chriſt's knee; but I cannot ſet my feet to the gro¹im e 


202 Mr. Rutherforrd's Epif. 10, 


for get fulneſs of me. Nov, my dear Brother, Lane! e, 
you, how matters go betwixt Chriſt and me: I find my 1.4 
g9ng and coming ſeven times a-day : his viſits are thor: ; . 
hey are hotli frequent and lweet. 1 dare nat for my litt 
of 4 challenge of my Lord: I hear 4 tales, and hard por. 


dorf Chriſt, from che tempter and my fleſh; but love be 


mo Evil: I may ſwear that they are liars, and that genen 

nens make lies of Chriſt's honeſt and unalterable love tone. 
F dare not ſay, that I am a dry-tree, or that I have nc »-- 
at all in the Vineyard but yet L often think, that thy Ga; 

tows are bleſſed, who may reſort to the n0uſe of Cod i» 4+ 
S7oth,* from which ' ani baniſhed. Temptations, that! 

Poled to be ſtricken dead, and laid upon their back, rite pay 
and revi/e upon me; yea, I ſee, that while I live, temptat 

Ens will pot die: I he devil ſcemeth to brag and ee 
Much, as it he had more court with Chrif, than 1 hae: 
a8 if ne had charmed and blaſted my miniſtry, that 10 
g mort good in publick : but his wind haltet xr ory, | 
will not believe Chri// would have made ſuch a mint o 
me to himſelf, and have taken ſo much pains upon ne, 1 '; 
hath done, and chen ſlip fo eaſily from poſſeſfion, 21.4 'ol- ihe 
Flory af what he had' done; nay, ſince I came to Abri 
4 have been taken up to ſee the new Land, the fair Valace 1 
the Lamb: And. will Chrift Jet me ſec heaven to break my 
heart, and never give it td me ? I ſhall not think my Lo: 


Jeſus giveth à dumb earneſt, or puttetu his ſeals to 5144; 14 


per, or intendeth to put me off with fair and falle pr. 
tee that now, which I never ſaw well before, 1. Ie 
nectſſity in a fair day is never known aright; but now | | 
Nothing ſo much as faith: Hunger in me runn=th to air 
Iweet promiſes; but when I come, I am like a hungry ar 
that wanteth teeth or a weak ſtomach having v ſharp 2pp*tite, 


That is filled with the very ſight of meat; or like one f. 


ed with cold under the water, that would fain come toll 
cannot grip any thing caſten to him: I can let Chr//t prip 
me, but I cannot grip him: 1 love to be kiſſed, and 19 ft or 
afflictions bring the cramp upon my faith: All Ido. do. 15, 
to hold out a lame faith to Chriſt, like a begger holding out 
a ſtump, inſtead of an arm or leg, and ery, Lerd Feſus, ab 
4 miracle. O what would I give to have hands and arms, tv 
grip ſtrongly, apd fold heartſomly about Chrift's neck, 20 


2 
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iv haye my claim made good with real poſſeſſion! I think 7 
$44» | S — — ener eee N T9 
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Epiſt. 107. | Why: 
ye to Chriſt hath feet abundance, and runneth ſwiftly to be 
at him, but it wanteth hands and fingers to apprehend him, 
J think, / would give Chriſt every morning my Uleiing, to 
have as much faith 45 | have love and hunger; at leaſt, 1 miſs 
faith more than love and hunger. 2. | fee mortifcation, and 
to be crucified to the world, is not ſo highly accounted of b 

45, 25 it ſhould be. O how heavenly a thing is it to be dead 


ard dumb, and deaf to this world's tweet muſick i conteſs 


it hath pleaſed his Majeſty, to make me laugh at children, 
who are wooing this world for their match : i ice men lying 
bout the world, as nobles about a king's court; and | won- 
der what they are all doing there: As Lam at this preſent, I 
would ſcorn to court ſuch a feckleſs and petty princeſs, or buy 
this world's kindneſs with a bew of my knee. I icarce now 
eicher hear or ſee, what it is that this world offereth me; / 
know it is little it can take from me, and as little it can give 
me. 1 recommend mortification to you above any thing: , or 
alas, we but chale teathers flying in the air, and tire our own 
(pirits, far the froth and over-gilded clay of a dying life: 
One ſight of what my Lord hath let me lee within this ſnort 
time, is worth a werld of worlds. 3. I thought courage in 
the time of trouble for Chris ſake, a thing that I might take 
at my foot; 1 thought the very remembrance of the honeity of 
the cauſe would be enough; but 1 was a fool in fo thinking: 
i have much ado now, to win to one ſmile; but ee. 
groweth up in heaven, and it is above our ſhort arm: Chri 
ill be Steward and Diſpenſer himlelf, and none elle but he ? 
Therefore, now, I count much of one drahm»weight of {pi- 
ritual joy; one (mile of Chriſt's face, is now to me as a kings 
dom, and yet he is no niggard to me of comforts : Truly, 1 
have no cauſe to ſay, that i am pinched with perury, or that 
the conſolations of Chriſt are dried up; for he hath poured 
down rivers upon a dry wilderneſs, the like of me, to my 
admiration : And in my very ſwoouings, he holdeth up in 
head, and ſtayeth me with flagons of wine, and tomfortet 
me with apples: My houſe and hed'is/{trawed with kiſſes. of 
love. Praiſe, praiſe with me. O if ve and 1 betwixt'-w, 
could lift up Chriſt upon his throne, howbeit all Scotland 
ſnoul. caſt him down to the ground! My brother's caſe touch- 
eth me near; I hope ye will be kind to him, and. give him 
your beſt counſel : Remember my love to your brotber, te 
your, wife, and G. M. deſire him to be faithful, and repent 
of his bypocrifee 3 and lay, that I wrote it to you: I with him 
GPs: M4 {ſelyatzen? 
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202 Mr. Rutherforrd's Epi*. 30. 
forgettulneſs of me. Now, my dear Brother, Leanne e, 
you, how matters go betwirt Chriſt and me: I nd my! 
gong and coming ſeven times a- day: his viſits are bort, . 
they are hoth frequont and ſ et. I dare nat for my t = 
of challenge of my Lord: I hear iA tales, and hard 
por Chrift, from the tempter and my fleſh; but love b. 
1 na evil: I may ſwear. that they are liars, and tha 


„ 


** 
1 
y 
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| Hons make lies of Chrift's noneſt and unalterable lo 
1 | J dare not lay, that Lain a dry- tree, or that I have no 
1 at all in the Vineyard but yet I often think, that ti. ba 

&f © dw are hleſſed, who may reſort to the houſe of God |» 4, 


. 1 from which I am baniſhed. Temptations, tha 
61 Poled to be ſtrieken dead, and laid upon their back, 9 2x; 


* 7. * 1 = d — — 
1 And revi /: Upon me; yea, 1 ſee, chat while [ live, temotat 
IS Dns will pot die: Lhe devil feemeth to brag and hill 5 
EE, | uch, asl if he had more court with Cori, than 1 heave: 


2s if be had charmed and blaſted my miniſtry, that 1 * 
#q mort good in publick : but his wind ſhabeto n 
We | will not believe Chri// would have made tuch 2 min! to 111 
ue to himſelf, and have taken ſo much pains upon e, | 
| Bath done, and then ſlip ſo eafily from poſſeſfion , 
Flory af what he bed done; ray, ſince I came to bis 
$ have been taken up to ſee the new Land, the fair a 
| the Lamb: And will Chriſt let me ſec heaven to bros) 
. Heart, and never give it t me? I ſhall not think mv 1 
| Jeſus giveth à dumb earneſt, or puttutu his ſeals ta 2 
cr, or intendeth to put me off with fair and falle pr: 
lee that now, which I never ſaw well before, 1. Ic 


0 nectſſity in a fair day is never known aright; but vow | 
i 3othing ſo much as faith: Hunger in me runneth to 
Iweet promiſes; but when I come, I am like a burg war 


that wanteth teeth or a weak ſtomach having : ſharp pte 
That is filled with the very fight of meat; or like one f. 
ed wit! cold under the water, that would fain come to- 
Cannot ' prip any thing caſten to him: I can let Crt prip 
me, but I cannot grip him: | love to be kiſſed, and to {tor 
Ehriſts" knee; but I cannot ſet my ſret to the gro as ff 
afflictions bring the cramp upon my faith : All low 40. 1 
. ro hold out 2 lame faith to Cyriſt, like a begger holde 9%! 
þ a ſtump, inſtead of an arm or leg, and ery, Lerd Feſua, wit 
N 4 miracle. O what would I give to have hands and ans. 
1 grip ſtrongly, and fold heartſomly about Chris beck. 1 . 
I % have my claim made good with real poſſeſſon II.. 
| 1 ret - + of n a fog F ' 


love 


r 
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love to Chrift hath ſeet abundance, and runneth ſwiftly to be 
at him, but it wanteth hands and fingers to apprehend him, 
I think, { would give Chriſt every morning my Uleſling, to 
hs ve as much faith 45 | have love and hunger; at leaſt, 1 miſs 
Frith more than love and hunger. 2. | (ee mortification, and 
to be crucified to the world, is not fo highly accounted of by 
us, a8 it ſhouid be. O how heavenly a thing is it to be dea 
daa dumb, and deaf to this world's twret muſick i contely | 
ti hath pleaſed his Majeſty, to make me laugh at children, 
| who are wooing this world for their match: i ſce men lying 
bout the world, as nobles about a king's court; and I won- 
der what they are all doing there: As I am at this preſent, 1 
wou'd ſcorn to court ſuch a fecklels and petty princeſs, or buy *, 
this world's kirdneſs with a bow of my knee. I ſcar ce now 
either hear or ſee, what it is that this world offereth me; Z 
know it is little it can take from me, and as little it can give 
we. I recommend mortification to you above any thing: f or 
aus, we but chaſe feathers fly ing in the air, and tire our own 
| irits, far the froth and over-gilded clay of a dying life: 
One {izhe of what my Lord hath let me ſee within this ſnort 
time, is worth a werld of worlds. 2. I thought courage in 
L che ti me ot trouble for Chris ſake, a thing that I might take 
| at my foot; 1 thought the very remembrance of the honeity of 
the cauſe would be enough; but I was a fool in fo thinking: 
bare much ado now, to win to one ſmile; but | lee Joy 
I groweth up in heaven, and it is above our ſhort arm: Chrift 
$ vill be Steward and Diſpenler himteit, and none elle but he: 
Therefore, now, I count much of one drahm- weight of ſpi- 
ritual joy; one {mile of Chriſt's face, is now to me as a king - 
dom, and yet he is no niggard to me of comforts : Truly, I 
. have no cauſe to ſay, that i am pinched with penury, or that 
, the conſolations of Chriſt are dried up; for he hath poured 
een rivers upon a dry wildernefs, the like of me, to my 
admiration : And in my very ſwocungs, he holdeth up my 
P head, and ftayeth me with flacons of wine, and comforteth 
. me with apples : My houſe and bed is ſtrawed with kiſſes of 
r love. Praise, praiſe with me. O if ve and 1 betwizt' us, 
doaeuld lift up Chrift upon his throne, howbeit 21l Scotland 
. ſhoul. eaſt him down to che ground! My brother's caſe touch- 
4 eth me near; I hope ye will be kind to him, and give him 
: your beſt counſel : Remember my love to your brotber, te 
your, wife, and G. M. deſire him to be faithful, and repent 
of his bypocr ie; and lay, that I wrote it to you: 1 wiſh him 
ho ſalyatzen # 
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ſalvation. Write to me your mind agent C. E. and C. IT. 44 
their wives, and 7G. or any others in my pariſh : I aa 
forgotten.amongſt them; but I cannot. forget them, 7. 
pritoner's prayers and hleſſing come upon you : Grace, gr ce 
de with you. | | : 
Aberd. Feb. g. Tour brother inn 


1037s Je ſin, S. "Mo 
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To my Lord BALMERINO CE. 
My very noble and truly honcurable Lord, | 
J Make bold to write news to your Lordſhip from mv pri- 
lon, though your Lordſhip have experience more. ihn 
gan have. At my firſt cntry here, 1 was not a little gallen 
down with challenges, for old unrepented-of fins : ard S dun 
and my own apprehenſions made a he of Chrift, that ue 
vaſten a dry withered tree over the dike of the Vineyard ; b 
it was my folly ; bleſſed be his great Name, che fire can 
the dry tree: He is pleaſed no to teaſt the exiled priſorrwi! 
his lovely preſence for it ſuiteth Chriſt well to be kind; ard 
dineth and ſuppeth with ſuch a ſinner as lam. Iami c 
tutoring here; he hath made ma content with a i 
fice-ſide, ond it caſteth as much heat as mine own: I ww 
nothing at all, but real poſſeſſion of Chriſt; and he ht ve 
me a pain of that alſa, which I hope to keep till b? 
himſelf to looſe the pawn. I cannot get help to praile his 
Name: He hath made me a king over my loſſes, pu 
ment, baniſhment, and only my dumb Sabbaths Nick in 
throat: But | forgive Chriſt's wiſdom in that; L dare no! ( 
one word: He hath done it, and I will lay my hand upon my 
mouth; if any other had done it to me, I could not have horn 
it. Now; my Lord, | muſt tell your Lordſhip, 'Lhat i wu, 
not give a drink of cold Water for this clay-idol, this 
ſtered world. I tcititie, and five it under mine own han! 
That Chrift is moſt worthy to be ſuffered for. Our 4. 
fleſh (which would have Chriſt to cry down croſſes by vpe" 
proclamation)” hath but raiſed a ſlander upon the cross 0 
Chriſt, My_Lord, hope ye will rot forget What he hatt 
done for your ſoul: I think ye are in Chyiſts count-book, ©» -1f 
obliged debtor. Grace, grace be with your ſpirit. 


Aer d. March I's TE. Jour Lordſhiy's oblige 
1631 66 ſervant, S N. 
: | 44 To 
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ALEXANDER GORD O Nof Knockgray, 


Dear Brotber, | a 

| Race, mercy and peace be to you : I long to hear how 

7 your ſoul proſpereth : 1 expeRed letters from you ere 

SF >. As tor my ſelt, Lam here in good cale, well teaſted with 
a 5reac King: At my firſt coming here, I was that bold, as 
to tike un 2 jcalouſie of Chriſt's love: 1 ſaid, I was caſt over 
the dike of the Lord's Vineyard, as a dry tree; but 1 ſee, if 
i 1:44 been a withered branch, the fire would have burnt me 
ng ere vow : bleſſed be his high Name, who hath kept lap 
'n the ary tree; and now, as ii Chriſt had dene the wrong, he 


fick : Si:knets is but kindly to both faith and love. But O how 
'F <xceeding!y is a poor dawted priſoner vbliged to tweet Jeſus ! 
| diy tears are lweetex to me, than the laughter of the fourteen 
gates to them: The worſt of Chriſt, even his chaff, is bet- 
ter than the world's corn. Dear Brother, I beſzech you, I 
charge you; in the name and authority of the Sou of God, 
help me to praiſe his highneſs; and 1 charge you alſo, to tell 
| all your a%uaintance, chat my Maſter may get many thanks. 
| Y it my hairs, all my members, and all my bones, were well- 
tuned tongucs, to ting the high praiſes of my great and glorious 
king! Help me me to lift Chriſt up upon his throne, and to 
{itt him up above all the throner of the clay kings, the dying 
icopter-bearers of this world. The priſoner's bleiſing, the 
bicthng of him that is ſeparated from his brethren, be upon 
chem all, who will lend me a lift in this work. Shew this to 
tut people with you, to whom ſometimes I preached. Brother, 
m) Lord hath brought me to this, that 7 will not flatter the 
world for a drink of water: J am no debtor to clay; Chriſt 
hath made me dead to that: I now wonder, that ever / was 
Ju} a child long fance, as to beg at ſuch heggars Fy upon ns, 
who w2o ſuch a bleck-skinned harl:t, when we may get ſuch 
2 fair, ſaic match up in heaven. Oh that I coud give up with 
this clay»idol, this mated, painted, ever-gilded dirt, thar 
* "Yi Adam's 


10th made the mends, and hath miskent my ravings ; (for a wilt 
man under the water cannot well command his wit, tar leſs his #8 
taith and love) becautc it was a fever, my Lord Telus forgave 1 
| ms that, among the reſt: He knoweth, in our afflickions, we j 9 
can nnd a ſpot in the faireſt tace that ever was, even in Chriſt's wel | 
ace. I wou! belicved that a gloom ſhould ha 190 
ace. | would not have believed that a gloom ſhio ve hh 
de nie to misken my old Maſter ; but we muſt be vhiles al 
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206 Mr. Rutberfoctd's Apiſt, x19, 
Adam's fongadore! We make an idol of our will; „ wr 
luſts in us, as many gods; we are all god-makers We 24. 
like to loſe Chriſt, the true God, in the throng of theſe beg 
and falſe gods. Scotland hath caſt her crown of her biad; 
the virgin-daughter hath loſt her Garland: Wo, wo to gu; 
harlot-mother z our day is coming, » time when women fal 
wiſh they had been childleſs, and fathers thall bleſs miſrarry. 
ing wombs and dry breaſts : many houſes great and (air, al 
be deſolate. This Kirk ſhall fit on the ground all the niphy, 
and che tears ſhall run down her cheeks : The ſun hut! gon; 
down upon her prophets; Bleſſed are the priioners of hops, 
who can run in to their ſtrong hold, and hide theml?!yes or- 
little, cill the indignation he overpalt. Commend me t vour 


wife, your dauzhters, your ſon-in- law, ard to A. M rite 


to me of the cale of your kirk. Grace be with you. / an 
much moved for my Brother, I cntreat for your kindneſs ari 
countel ro him. | 1's 


Aberd. Febr. 23. 1637. Tours in by ſweet Tord J. ſus, &. k. 
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To my Lady M ARK Tounger. 


My very noble and dear Lady, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you 2 I received 
Ladyſhip's letter, which hath comforted my ſoul. 0 

give you to find mercy in the day of Chritt. I am in as good 
terms and court with Chriſt, as an exiled oppreſſed pr h 
of Chriſt can be: I am {till welcome to his houſe; he kno vert 
my knock, and letteth in a poor friend, Under this ba 
rough tree of the croſs of Chriſt, he hath raviſhed me wit! 
his love, and taken my heart to heaven with him; Wei! and 
long may he bruik it. I would not niffer Chriſt with al! the 
Joys, that man or angel can deviſe beſide him. Who hat}. u 

cauſe to {peak honourably of Chriſt, as 7 have? Chrift is Ring 
of all erbiſes; and he hath made his ſaints little kings une 
him, and he can ride and triumph upon weaker bodies han! 
am (if any can be weaker ) and his horſe will neither tai! tor 
ſtumble. Madam, your Tadyſbip hath much ado with Chi. 

for your ſou}, husband, children, and houſe : Let him bird 
much employment for his calling with you; for he is 1601 

Friend, as deligbteth to be burdened with ſuits and em 


= 
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ments; and the more ye lay on him, and the more home!y y* 


de with bim, the more welcome. O the depth of Chritt's 
love] Ir hath neither brim nor bottom, O if this blind a 
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his beauty! When 1 count with him for his mercies to 
12, 3 muſt tand {rill and wonder, art go Way as A poor dy- 
Cour, who hath nothing to pay: Free forgivenne!s is my pay- 
ment. 7 would 1 could get him fet on high, for his, eve hath 
made me fick; and 4 die, except I get real poileſion. Grace 
be with you. e | 


Aberd. March 13s Tour Ladyſbip s at all obediente . 


1637. in (briſt, S. R. 


"TAMES MACKADAM. 


— 


My very dear and wortiy Friend, ; 

Hiace, mercy and peact be to you: I long to hear ot your 
(; growing in grace, and of your advancing in your jou ne 
heaven: it will be the joy of my heart, to hear that ye hold 
your face up the brae, and wade throvg!. tantations, without 
t=4ring what man can do. Chriſt ſhall, When he ariſeth, mow 
down his enemies, and lay brulks (as they ule to ſpeak) en 
the green, and fill the pits with dead bodies, Pal. ex. 6. 
they thall lie like. handfu)s of withe ted hay; wben- he ariſeth 
tothe prey, Salvation, ſalvation, is the only neceſlary thing: 


This clay- idol, the worli, is not to be ſought ; it is a mor{el not 


or you, but for hunger-bitten baſtards. Contend for ſalva- 
* Your Maſter Chriſt won heaven with ſtrokes; it is 42 
helieged caſtle, it muſt be taken with violence. Oh, this 
world thinketh heaven but at the next door, and that gad - 
linets may deep in a bed of downs, till it come to heaven; but 
chat will not do it. For my ſelf, I am as well as Chriſt's pri- 
ont can be: For by him, I am maſter and king of all my 
croſſes; I am above the priſon, and the laſh of mens tongues: 
Chriſt triumpheth in me. I have been caſten down, and heavy 
with fears, and hunted with challenges: I was ſwimming in 
ie depths; bur Chriſt had his hand under my chin all the 
© me, and took good heed that J ould not loſe breath x 
And now I have gotten my fect again, and there are loye- 
fealts of joy, and ſpring- tides of conſolation betwixt Chriſt 
and me: We agree well, J have court with him, / am fill 
welc me to his houſe. O my ſhort arms cannot fathom his 
love! 7 beſeech you, I charge you, help me to praiſe: Ve 
have a priſoner's prayers, therefora forget me not. { deſire 
bela to remember me dearly to all in that pariſu, who know 
Chriſt, as if 7 had named them. Qrace, grace be with you. 


* 
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Mr. Rut herfoor ds Epiſt. 112. 
To my very dear Brother, WILLIAM LIVINGSTON x 


My very dear Brethyr, 
Rejoice to hear that Chriſt hath run away with your yours 

love, and that ye are (o early in the morning marc) vg 
with uch a Lord,; for a young man is often a drefjed od. 
for the devil to dwell in. Be humble and thankful {or gs 
and weigh it not fo much by weight, as if it be true; Cu 
will not caſt water on your imoking Coal, he gever yet nyt 
owt a dim candle, that was lighted at the Sun of Ri: copy 
neis. I recommend o YOU prayer and watching over the = 
of your youth; for I know miitve letters go between the {+ 
vil and young Hood: Satan hath a friend at court in the tt 
of youth; and there, pride, luxury, luſt, revenge, forget 
neſs of God, are bired as bis agents: happy is your {on!, | 
Chriſt. man the houſe, and take the keys himlelf, and comme 
all {as it ſuiteth him fl well, to rale all where r he 
keep him, and entertain Chriſt well, cheriſh his zlace.. 
upon your own coal, and let him tutor you. Now, te: ny 
felt. knove, J am fully agreed with my Lord: Chriſt hav! pw 
the Father and me in others arms; many a {weet bare 
made before, and he hath made this amorg the reſt. 
as king over my croſſes; I will not flatter a temptation, = 
give rhe devil a good word; I dery bells iron gates: 
hath pait over my quarreiling of him at my entry here. 3" 
now he feedeth and feaſteth with me: Praile, proile with 
and let us exalt his name together. 
Aberd. March 13. 1637- Tour Brother in Cbriſt, S. K 
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To WILLIAM GORDON ef Whitepar 


2 * 2 


Vert Sir, . | 

Race mercy and peace he unto you. I long to heat 
ES you. TI am here the Lord's pritoner and patient, 
led 25 tofily by my Phyſccian, as if 1 were a ſick man gadget 
cure. J was at hard terms with my Lord, and pleaded wits 
him; but I had the werſt ſides it is a wonder, he thouls ant 
fuffered the like of me to have nicknamed the Son of his !oy- 
Chrift, and to call him @ changed Lord, who had forla!:- 
me; but misbelief hath never a good word to ſpeak of Chrit, 
The droſs of my croſs gathered a ſcum of fears in the fire, 


as 
” 


2 


doubtings, impatience, unbelief, challenging of providence 


Fpiſt. 113. LET TIRES. 209 
dec ping, and not regarding my forrow ; but my Goldſmith, 
18, was pleaſed to take off the ſcam, and burn it in the 
And, blefſed be my Finer, be hath made the mettal bet. 

und furnithed new ſupply of Gi ace, to cauſe me hold 
„eight; ard U hope, he bath not 1ci:d one er 
burning bis lervant. Now his love in my heart caſteth a 
ty beat: He khoweth, that the deſire I have to be at 
inlet paineth me. L have lick nights, and frequent fits of 
1.»2-{evers for my Welbeloved 3 nothing painetia me now, 
ut wart of preſence: I think it long till day; I challenge 
time, as too Now in its pace, that boldeth my only, only fair 
One, my Love, my Welbeloyed, from mee O we were to, 
gether once | am like an old crazed ſhip, that hath endured 
zu forms, and that would tain be in the lee of the ſhore, 
and Fareth new ſtorms : I would be that nigh Heaven, that 
the ſhadow of ic might break the force of the ſtorm, and the 
er 452+ d ſhip might win to land. My Lord's fun calteth a heat 
&f ove, and beam of light on my ſoul, My blcffing thrice e- 
very day upon the ſweet crols of Chriſt | am not aſhamed 
of my garland, the banifh'd Miniſter ( which is che term of 
Aberdeen.) Love, love defieth reproaches: The love of 
Chriſt bath a croſlet of Proof on it, and arrows will not draw 
ond of it: We are more than conquerors, through the blond 
of him that hath loved us, Rom. viii. the devil and the world. 
they cannot wound the love of Chriſt. I am further from yield- 
ing to the courſe of defection, than when | came hither : Suife- 
rings blunt not thè fiery edge of love; caſt love in the floods of 
hell, it will ſwim above: it careth not for the world's busked 
and plaiſtered offers. It hath plealed my Lord, foto lyze my 
heart with the love of my Lora ſeſus, that; as i! the field 
were already won, and I on the other fide of time, I laugh at 
the world's golden pleaſures, and at this dirty idol, that the 
ſons of Adam worſhip: This worm-eaten god is that which 
my lou! hath fallen out of love with. Sir, ye were once m 

hearer : I deſire now to hear from you and your wile; I {a- 
lute her and your children with bleſlings ; I am glad, that ye 
are ſtill hand-faſted with Chriſt : Go. on in your journey, 
and take the city by violence : Keep your garments clean : 
be clean virgins to your Husband the Lamb: The world 
ſhall follow you to heaven's gates; and ye would not wiſh it 
to go in with you. Keep fait Chriſt's love: pray for me, as 
Ls for you; the Lord [elus be with your ſpirit. ' 

Aberd, March L3« 1637+ Tours in bis ſweet Lord Faſus, S. R. 


To | 


\ 1 
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q 

. 


TH GEORGE GILLESPIE. 


- Reverend and dear Brother, © | 
Received your Letter: As for my caſe, Brother, bet 
glorious name, my loſſes are my gain, my priſon 1 92. 
lace, and my fadnels joyfalnels. Ar my. firſt entry, my pre 


henſions wrought fo upon my crofs, that I betame j&:lous of 


the love of Chriſt, as being by him thruſt out of the Vineyard, 
and J was under great chalfenges (as ordinarily melted 99 
caſteth firſt 1 droffy ſcum, and Satan and our corruption foru: 
the firſt words that the heavy ctols ſpeaketh, and ſay, 3/7 i; 
angry; he loveth you nit) but our apprehenſions are ro 4 
nonical; they dite lies of God and Chrift's love. But finc- 
my ſpirit was ſettled, and the clay fallen to the bottom oft 
well, I fee better what Chriſt was doing: and now my Lord 
is returned with ſalvation under his wings; now 7 want t. 
tle of half a heaven, and I find Chriſt. every day { fwert, 
comfortable, lovely and kind, as three things only trouble me. 
1. I {ec not how to be thankful, or how to get help to praile 
that royal King, who raiſeth up theſe that are bowed down, 
2. His love paineth me, and Wwourdeth my ſoul, fo as } 1 
in a fever, for want of rea! preſence.” 3. An exceſſive defirr 
to take inſtruments in God's name, that this is Chrift 214 hi 
truth I now ſuffer for, yea, che apple of the eye f Chrit 
honour, even the ſpvereiguty and royal privileges of our King 
and Law-giver,Chrift : And therefore let no man ſcar atChrit : 


. erols, or raiſe an ill report upon him, or it; for he bear-th 


* 


the ſufferer and it both. I am here troubled with the diſputes 
of the great doctors (eſpecially with D. B. in ceremonial and 
Arminian controverſies, for all are corrupt here) but, I than! 
God, with no detriment to the truth, or diſcredit to my pro- 
feſon : So then, I ſee that Chriſt can triumph in à weaker 
man nor I, and who can He more weak? But his Grace is 
ſufficient for me. Brother, remember our old covenant, and 
pray for 21 and write to me your caſe. The Lord ſeſus be 
with your Spirit. 13 8 | 
Aberd. March 13. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. K. 
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To JOHN MEINE. 
Dear Brot her, | | 1 8 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you : I wonder ye ſent me 


CF not an anſwer to my laſt Letter 3 for I ſtand in need of i 


— 
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{ am in ſome piece of court with our great king; whole love 
would cauſe a dead man ſpeak and live ; Whether my court 
will continue or not, I cannot well lay; but 1 bave his ear 
frequently, and (to his glory only I ſpeak ic) no penury of the 
Ve-. of the Son of God. He thinketh good to calt apples 
ty ms in my priſon to play withal, left L mould think long 
and {aint ; 2 give over all attempts to fathom the depth 
of his love All I can do is but to ſtand b-hde his ou love, 
Ind look and wonder. My debts of thapktuinels affright me; 
i {ar ray creditor get a dyvour-bill and ragged account : 1 
would be much the better of help; O tor help! and that ye 
id take notice of my caſe. - Y our not writing to me maketh 
me: think, ye ſuppoſe that am not to be bemoaned, becauſe he 
's comiortable z but i have pain in my unthavkfulneſs,' and 
gn in the feeling of his love, while I am tick again for real 
ſence, and real poſſeſſion of Chriſt ; yet there is no;gouket 
if / may fo ſpeak) nor ond love in Chriſt: He caſteth me 
down lometimes with challenges for old faults; and I know, he 
knoweth well, that ſweet comforts are ſwelling; and therefore 
orca mult make a vent to the wind: My dumb Sabbaths 
art undercotting wounds: The condition of this oppreſſed 
Kirk, and my brether's caſe (thank you and your Wife, for 
vour kind neis to him) hold my fore ſmarting, and keep my 
 0unds bleeding 3 but the ground-work ſtandeth ſure. Pray 
or me. Grace be with you. Remember me to your wite. 
Aberd, March 14. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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TM T HOM AS GARVEN, 


everen:t and dear Brother, 7 

Bleſs you for your letter; it was a ſhower to the new 

mown graſs: The Lord hath given you the tongue of 
the leat ned; be fruitful and humble: It is poſſible ye come 
to my caſe, or the like; but the water is neither ſo dee, nor 
he ſtream ſo ſtrong, as it is called: I think my fire is not hot, 
my water dry-land, my loſs rich -lois. O it the walls of niy 
on be high, wide and large, and the place lweet! No man 
Enoweth it, no man, I ſay, knoweth it (un dear Brother).{ 
as he and I; no man can put it down in black and white, 
my Lord hath ſealed it in my heart: my poor ſtock is 


gown, fince I came to Aberdeen: And if any had knownthe 


wrong I did, in being jealous of ſuch an honeſt Lover asChriſt, 


bo with-held not his love from me, they would think the 
15 more 
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212 Mr. Rut her foord's Rjpiſt 316 
more of it; hut Fee, he mutt be above me n mcerey ; ws 
never ſtrive with him: To think to rezompenſe hin, ( 
If i had as mary angels tongues, as thers have fallen drops wi 
rain ſmce the creation, or as thereare leaves of wiroes in 21141. 
torreſts of the earth, or ſtars in the heaven, to prajl. . yet wy 
Lord ſeius would ever be behind with me: We wilt 
our accounts fitted; a pardon mult ctole the reckonio- ; + 
his comforts to me, in this honourable cauſe, have aim oy 
me beyond the bounds of modeſt y 51 howbeit WI not lot cy 
ry on know, what is betwixt us. Love, love (Im ; 
love) is the hotteſt coal that ever I felt: O but them g fr 
be hot  Calt all the ſalt ſea on it, it will flame; be 
quench ic: Many, many waters vill not quench love. 
is turned over to his poor priſoner in a maſs and globe «, ye 
I wonder he ſhould waſte 5 much love upon fuch 2 
Lam; but be is no waſter, but abundant in mer cy: 
no awggard's alms, when he is pleated to give. 
could inyite all the Nation to love him? Free grace ay vn 
known ching: This World hach heard but à bare ram: « 
Chriſt, and no more; there are infinite plyes in his ce, 
that the ſaints will never win to unfold : I would it were he 
ter known, and that Chriſt got more of his own due thi! ); 
goth. Brother, ye have choſen the good, part, who hive 
ken part with Chriſt : Ye will iee him wan the field, 1. 
1ha!l get part of the ſpoil, when he divideth it. hey wn 
but ls who laugh at us ; for they ſee but the backiice d 
the moon; yet our. #:0en4igbt is better than their {4 elw 
hours dun: We have gotten the new heavens,-and, as a | = 
of that, the Bridegroom's Love-ring : The children 


' wedding-chamber have cauſe to sip, and leap for joy : (or tie 


marriage - ſuppeb is drawing nigh,-and we find the four 
feet and comfortable. Of me, Le not flow 1.0 Sun. mv? 3: 
dily and baftenvur Banquet! O Bridegrgom, be like a k- \ 
a youns Hart upon the mountains QYelbelwed, rs, 


that me may once meet! "Britber, | contain my (elf, {0 » 17 


of time: Pray for me:; I hope to remember % 
good-will of him who dwelt in the Buth, the tender 
o God in Chriſt, enrich you: Grace he with you. D 
Alerd. March 14. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord 7 5 
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Race, mercy and peace be unto you: IH. ye deſica 
res from my priſon, and I ſhall thew you næws. At þ 
hy firſt entry hither, Chriſt and 1 agreed not well upon itz 

he devil made a pleain the houſe, and Lai the blame upon \ 
hriſt; tor my heart was fraughted with challenges,',and+L is 
axed that I was an outcaſt, and that 1 wap but a withered, 
e ir the Vineyard, and but held the fun off the good plants, 
ich my idle ſhadow, and therefore my Malter had given tne [ 
ech ant the fields te fend him. Old guiltinels (as witnels) | 

4. All is true : My apprebenſions were viith child of Faiths. 
ls fears, and unbelief put a ſeal and Amem to all. 1 though | 

y {ett in a hard caſe : ſome ſaid, I had eaule to rejoyce, thas 
hriſt had honoured me to be à witneſs ib him; and I Gaid in 
„ heart, Theſe are words of men, Who tee but mine out-ifle, 
d cannot tell i I be a falſe witneſs or not. If Chriſt had u 
bis inatter been as wilful and ſbert, a1 I: was, my faith had RF 
pe over the brae, and broken its neck; but we were well 
et, 4 haſty fool, and à wiſe, pati ent and meek Saviour z 
© took no lam. advantage of my folly, but waited on ti my 
blood was fallen, and my drumble and. troubled well be- 

n to clear; he was never a whit angity at the fever a 
_ : 02: tempted ſinner: But he mercifully forgave, and. 
me (as it well becometh him) with grace and new comigrty 

2 firmer, who deſęr ved the contrary, And now he is gone 
to kiſs my black mouth, to put his hand in ming, and fe 
d me with as many eonſolations, as, would ſeed ten hungry - 
ls : yet I dare not ſay, he is a waſter of comforts, for na 
would haye, born me up; one grain-weight les would hay | 
en the balance. Now who is like to that royal King, 4 
pwned. in Zion? Where will I get a ſcat for royal Maj | 


fer him on? If 1 could ſet him as far, above the beaven, 
touland thauſands of heights deviſed. by men and . | 
ould think him hut tao low. - 1 pray you, for God's Ake, 
dear Siſter, help me to praiſe: His love hath neitter 
m dur bottom ;. tas ſove is like. himſelf, it paſſe th all aata - 


enderſtanding; I goto fathom it, Nith piy arms, but igis, 
pt a child word, 4 lob of fa 14 in fax K | 
WW 72 | e is MELT. 8 Rint be fs b 
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bonds to my brethhen and fuers, with you; 1 intruſt me. 


Nt V Race, mercy and peace be ufito you: I received 7! 


4 


* 


4 uy. and framing for you à Chriſtian DireFory © But wi © ® 
BOW 


* 
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Pe 


de witneſs with, his comforts io a night -· dream. 


_ Grace be with you. 


G4, + 


© vlally Mr. Rodgers, Greenbam and Perkins © notwitht2''!} 
I ſhall! ſhew you, what I would have been ut my 11 
beit 7 came always ſhort of my purpoſe.) 1. That tou! 
the Cay, Jeſs gx more time, for the word and grape, , 
. e ee e Nan > £44 


214 Mr. Ratherforrd's Epiſt. 118, 11, 
entt at or 1 „5 
your prayers, and the prayer and blethng of a priſons? of Cha 
be upon you. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March 14. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jelv;. 5. | 9 


7e ALEXANDER GORDON of #«--/,,,, Mt 


| Dear Br, Her, . : | 

Have not leiſure to write to you': Chriſt's ways ö 
known to you, long before I (Who am but ache 
any thing of him. What wrong and violence the 
may, by God's permiſſion, do anto you, for „ou 
know not; but tis 1 know, that your ten days tri: 
will end: contend to the laſt breath for Chriit. Barth 
put of theſe kingdoms is determined ag ainſt me, a! 
land dow rot bear me: I pray vou, recommend mu 2 


my ſpiritual comfort fo you and them, that way. »/; /:« 
Brother, than to many in this kingdom beſides. 1 
will not be wanting fo Chriſt's priloner. Fear not! r,, 1 
affure you, Alexander Gordon of Knockgray ſhall wir wi hl 
and get his ſoul. for a prey And what can he then i: 
35 worth the having Your friends are cold (as ye wr cs) vi 
ſo are theie, in whom I truſted much: Our Husband 1: »: 
In breaking our idols in pieces: Dry wells fenc us tr 1: 
fountain. My life is not dear to me, 4 being | may t 1 
courſe with joy. I fear, you muſt remove, IF your z- 4 
Jing will not bear your difcountenancing of him; o- "1 
Late is afraid, Chriſt get you, and that he bath nv 
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To We} O H N F'L E MI N G, Baillie of eit q 
Worthy and dearly beloved in the Lord, 


| 
letter: I wiſh 7 could fatisfie your defires, in d 


have done ſt before me, more judicioufly than / can ; ©" 
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Pi. LETTERS: - 215 
v pat, 119 1. Y A 8 21. 
Goa. not ſparing the twelfth hour or mid-day, howbeit3p 
ns then be: che thorter time. , 2. In the midſt of wyridly 
moloyvments, there would. be ſome thoughts of fin, judghrent, 
eat h nod eternity, with a word or two of ejaculatory prayer 
tt) t God. 3. Lo beware of wandring of heart, in 
ee, . Not to, grudge, ting dente ö come om 
without ſerſe of j 2 1 oy-n-caſting, ſen(e of guiltineſs, 
=. nunger is often beſt for us. 5. I hat. 4% Lord's days 
om morning to night, be * always, either in private or 
publick w big. Ge 2 hat words be obſeryed, Wwandring and. idle 
thoughts be avoided, ſudden anger and deſire of revenge, eyen 
of uch as perſecute the I ruth,be guarded agazn't ; for we often 
Mix our Zeal with our own wild-Hre. 7. That known, diſcove- 
-4 and revealed fins, that are againſt the ,conicience, be G- 
ebe wed, ac moſt dangerous preparatives to hardnels of heart. 
g. That in dealing with men, faith and truth in covenants 
nd traflicking be regarded; that we.deal with all men in 4n- 
cerity ; that conſcience be made of idle and lying words; and 
that our eirriage be ſuch, as that they who ſeg it may prob 
hovourably of our ſweet Maſter and profeſhon. .g. I have 
en much, challenged, 1+ For not referring all to God, as 
the laſt end: That. 7 do not cat, drink, fleep., journey, ſpeag 
and think fox God. 2. That 7 have not argfited by good 
company; and, chat · left vot ſome werd of conviction, even 
upon natural and wicked mer, as by reproving ſwearing. in 
them, or becaule of heing: 4 filent witneſs to their, Joke car- 
riage, and becauſe I intended not in all companies to do goods 
3. That the woes and calamities of the Kirk, and particular 
profeiſors, have not maved me. 4. T hat at the reading of the 
lite of David, Paul and the like, when it humbled me, (com- 
ie co far ſhort of their holineſs ) laboured not to imitate them, 
ar off t leaſt, according to the meaſure of God's graces 
s. That unrepented ſins of youth were not looked to, and la- 
mented for. 6. I hat ſudden ſtirrings of pride, luſt, revenge, 
Iove ef honours, were not reſiſted and mourned for. 7; That 
my charity was cold. 8. That the experiences 7 had, of Jod's 
bearing me in this, and the other particular, being gather ad, 
yet in a he trouble 7 had always (once at leaſt ) m faith to 
ſeeF, as it 7 were to begin at A, B, C. again. g. That Z 
have not more boldly contradicted che enemies, ſpeaking a- 
gain 't the Truth, either. in publick Church-meetipgs,, or at 
tables, or ordinary.conference.', 10. That in greag. troubles, 
I hays received alle pet of Chriſt's Jaye, and pilbelieyea, + |} 
EEE. 9 "yp * 355 5 N 2 D . Ast | | kim A 
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216 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 120. 
him) in his chaſtning; whereas the event hath ſaid, 4 may ;, 
merty. 11. Nothing more moveth me, and weighteth my. 
than that 7 could never for my heart, in my proſperity. (, 
wreſtie. in prayer with God, nor be fo dead to the world, f 
hungry and f of love for Chriſt, fo heavenly- minded, 58 
when ten ſtone weight of a heavy croſs was upon 


Tha the crols extorted worms bf new obedience, which c 


bath blown away, as baff bulore the wind. 13. That pra. 
&ice was ſo ſhort and narrow, and light fo.long and broad. 1, 
"That death hath not been often meditated upon. 1. Ilat! 
have not been careful of gaining others to Ohrid. 16, That 
my grace and giſts bring torth little or no thankfuinets, eie 
re {ome things alſo, whereby 1 have been helped: Ae, 
have benefited by riding alone a long journey, in ging 
That time to prayer. 2. By abſtinence, and giving days © (3-4, 
3. By praying for others; for, by making an erran to God 
for them, I have gotten ſomething for my ſelf. 4. | have beer 
really confirmed, in many particulars, that God heareth 1:44 
ers; and therefore I uſed to pray for any thing, of hor tie 
Iniportance ſoever. 5 He enabled me to make no queſlion, 
that this mocked way, which is nicknamed, is the un!y eg 
to heaven. Sir, Theſe and many more occurrences in my !i% 
tvould be looked unto ; And, 1. Thoughts of Atheifr wn 
be watched over, as, If there be a Ged in heaven : ech 
Neil trouble and aſſault the beſt, at forne times. 2. Grow! 
itn grace would be cared for, above all things; and falling 
from our firſt love mourned for. 3. Conſcience made of p. 
Ing for the enemies, who are blinded. S, I thank you 1101 
kindly for your care of my Brother and me alſo: I hope t. 
1ai4 up for you, and remembred in heaven. I am ftill ahi 
With uriſt's kindneſs to ſuch a firmer as Jam: He hath ' 
a fire in my heart, that bell cannot caſt water on, te ze 
or extinguiſh it. Help me to praiſe, and pray for me; bre 
have a priſoner's bleffing and prayers. Remember my t9 
your wife. Grace be with you. 0 
Aberd. March 15. 1627. Tours in Chrift Feſms, S. 
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T ROBERT GORDON of Knockbres. 


My very dear Brother, ord 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. T thought to hade 
JF. anfivered your two lettets u pon this orcaſion, thouph 
I cater lay all twat 1 Mruðν Your rinevus word (et go 
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218 Mr. Ratherfoord's Ejpiſt. 12. 
may not be or ſupper; nor dur propine lent by the Br . 
room our kfechet ge; nor our earneſt, our principal fn: 
Bur / trow, few ot us know, how much may be hade hr: 
for a four-hours, and propine, and earneſt. We arc ji the 
young heir, who knoweth not the whole bounds a n 61 
Lordihip. Certzinly it is more than my part to lay, 2 »-- » 
> pee Je ſus, what howbeit © were ſplit ana /1 
ve thouſand” ſhigrds or bits of clay, ſo being ev en 
had à heart to love thee, and every one as han, trmoues y 
there are in heaven, to ſing praiſes te thee, before m 214 


angels for ever mere? I berefore, if my ſufferings erm poet. 
$i mels, and praiſe, and honour upon Chrilt, my ſtipen s 
43 paid. Each one knoweth not what a life Chriſt's loye is; 
8 Scar rot at ſuffering for Chriſt ; for Chriſt hath à chat, ard 
F 2 euſhion, and ſwert peace fur a tufferer © Chriſt's dene 


F* fron: the firſt meis of the high-table, is for a ſinful W itr4h, 
+3 O then, ' brother, who but Chriſt ! who but Chrit 
your tongue of lovers, where he ' cometh out 0 
g Aeſh, O duſt and aſhes, O angels, O glorified ipir'ts 9. 
| the ſhiclds of the world, be Bien betore him, came lith. 
and 'behold our Bridegroom, ſtand ſtill and wonder e. 
more at him! Why cęaſe we to love and wonder, tk +n 
and adore him? it is a hard matter, that days lis bets. 
me and him, and hold us afunder. 0 how long, how long 
O how many miles are there to my Bridegroom's ceiling 
houſe it is a pain to friſt Chriſt's love any longer 
may be, a drunken man lofe his feet, and miſs a ftep, tt 
write to me, Hall-binks are ad : { do not think wy dt 
ing world will {till laſt, and that feaſts will he my ocaunary 
1 foud ; I would have humility, patience and faith; to [ct d 
| both my feet, when I come'to the north-ſide of the cold ar! 
*thorny hill. It is ih my common, to be ſwier to go en ei. 
rund for Chriſt, and to take the wind upon my face l. 
| Lord, let me never be a falſe witneſs, to deny; b. 8 
#1 Chriſt take the pen in his hand, and ſubſcribe my wriis. 1 
| | ' dear britber; ye complain to me, ye cannot hold ſight of m. 
4 hut, were J a footman, I ſnouid gol at leĩſure; but ometin 
| ' the King taketh me into his coach, and draweth ens 21d 
| 
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'then J outrun my ſelf: but alas, I am ſtiſl a for 572” 
greſſor. O how unthankful! 7 will not put you off yout [7 
l darknels; but let me ſay this, Who gave you prof 

* peak for the Law, that can ſpeak for it ſelf, better hn 
ban dot 4 would net have you. to bring your ditta) ir 2 
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own boom with you to Chriſt : Let the old man and rhe 


then be confronted before Chriſt, and let each of them fpeak 
for thomclyes: Thope, howbeit the new man complain of his 
ling among the pots, which maketh the believer look black; 
yet he can lay aſſo, I. am come is the tents cf Kedar Ve 
hel rot have my advice, not to hemban your deadnels ; but 
| find by ſame experience, (Which ye knew before l knew 
Cunut) it furieth bot a ranſomed man of Chriſt's buying, to 
0 and plca for the f re Law, our old torecaſten husband; 
tor we are now not under the Law, (as a Coverant). but un- 
ger Grace. Ve are in no man's com mon bat Chriſt's : i know, 
he: 2mozncth you more than you do youre! ; | tay this, be- 
canſe Jem wearied of compiaining.' I thought it had been 
bamility, to imagine that Chritiavas angry with me, both 


now nothing but aiking wounds: ray grief, whether I will or 
got, {welleth upon me: But let us die in Grace's ha/l-floor 
pleading before Chriſt. . I deny nothing that the Mediator 
will challenge me of; but I turn ix all back upon himſelf: Let 
| him look his own old counts, it he be angry, or he will ger 
% more of me: When Chriſt ſaith, / want repeptance; I 
mect him with this, True, Lord; but thou art made a Kin 
and Prince to give me repentance, Acts v. 31. Wren Chriſt binge 
ech « challerge upon us, we muſt bind, a promiſe hack vpon 
him : Be wo, and lay your W efore God (Which 


is luirabla) but withal let (Fiſt take the pay ment in his 
owr hand, and pay himſelf off che firſt end of his un mexits ; 
che he will come behind, for any thing we can do. 1 jam 
every way in your case, as :hard;bearted and dead, as any 


then proclaim a free market tor Chriſt; and wear our lelves 
bare, and cry on him, to come without money ard buy us, 
and take us home to our ranſam-payer's fire-#de, and let us 
be Chriſt's free-hoarders; becauſe we do not pay the old, we 
may not reſuſe to take on Christ's ne debt. of rere; Let us 
do our beſt, Chrif will ſtill be behind wich us, and many 
terms will run together. For my part, let me Gand for ever- 
more in his bock, for a ſorlotru dyvour; I muſt: deſire to be 
this far in his common. of pew; a8 to deſire to kiſs bis feet: 1 
know not how to win to à beartſom fill and feaſt of Chriſt's 
love; for 1 do neither buy, nor beg, nor bocrow-3 and yet I 
©aanot Want it; I dom not want it. O if I could prails him! 

N 4 k Ica, 


nen man be ſumgoned before Chriſt's white throne, and ler 


becaule of my dumb Sabhatla, and my hard heart; but | feet: 


man; but yet | ſpeak to Chriſt through my fleep. Let us 
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220 Mp, Rtherfibtt's Epilt. 121 
Yeas Lverrald: reit content with acheart ſubmiſi ve c 
of loye r him; and howbeir J uin never, perſon e! 
heaven's gates,: O would to God, I could fend inn 
fo thy ingormparable Welbeloyed, or calt my loye-longs «+ | 
| 1 97pp 3 Jelus, over che walls, chat they mia . 1 
is lap, befoxe men and angels Now, grace, grace b. wi 
you. Remember my love to your i, and daughter, 114 
Hrother Johns. WW) rh: eta 
Aberd. June 11. 1638. Dur in hu (meet Lord Fils, K. p. 
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CAN DER GORDON of EAA 


Aach hanuured aud worthy Sir,, 

Res, mercy and _ be unte you, L long ts bez lynn 

FF you: I received few letters line I came hither , I 
weed of a Mord; 4 dry plant would have ſome watrins. 1; 
caſe be: vixt Chriſt my Lord and me; ſtandeth between ice 
and Jealou fie, faith and fulpicion of his love; it is > mer, 
He keepeth houſe with me. I make many pleas with (Cod. 
hut he maketh ag many agreements with we: I thivk lus un 
changeable loverhatch laid, I defy thee to break me an 11 


ane Af Chriſt had ſuch changeable and new thoughts 0 57 


falveation; as 1 Maye ot it, I think ſhould then be at . 


% He humoureth not a> fool like me in my unb zie, 
3 te, 22 upon me; Chriit ;5 1. 
or like the por fend and needy prefexer {beggirs le 
209 ain . for ſhame” get Chad id way of - 
whole dove; for he will nor Want his errand fort:: 
God bo thanked; my Bridegroom tireth not of wooing 0 
not to him, le is a wilful Suttez of my fouly but a6 is 
Kis, pain is mine that. I Have nothing to give bim: his c 
Bos is full of my debts of mercy; bin dneſg and free bu ic. 
Wards me; Oh that 1 might read with watry eyes! C.. 
he would give me the intereſt of intereſt tg pay back Or 
ther u foul's delire ic, that he, Wodid comprize my be. 
Fil and bodyy Toe” py, tonfidence;"{ear,) ſorrow and defis, 
and drive the pad, add let me berowped und ſold to ( it, 
and taken hom' tomy Credjtor's houle and his fre · ide. 
rr. kEnewetkz 1 could, I would ſell m {elf without 
ion do Shriſt. O ſwest Lord Jeſus, makes rnarket, ad o 
bid Alf my buyers? 'l Aare wear, there is u myftery in CH 
hich I newer Abend of lob. O if. He would la” Þ) 
ver it, and let my gran 


f jou 


Hal lee it: 1 would: break the door, 2nd be in upon him, 20! 
#41 x worbfut af love;z for Lam an hupgred ane fimiſhed foul, 
O $ir, il ye gr any other would tell him, how fiek wy foul 
is, dying, los Want of, a bearty draught of Chriſt > love Qu 
+ I could dete GE! may make uſe of that word, in this cafe} 
„ ,v4ch udon himſelf ag Ido upon his love! it is a pity chat 
i bimfetf ſhould not rather be my beart”s chaloc, than 
briſt's mani feſted love.” It would ſatishe me, in lome mea». 
Are, it L had any bud to give for his love,; ſhail 1 atter him 


| 


* 


es? Alas, be is more than pries ! 1 give it over to 
bim exalted according, to his worth, Which is above what 
en be known: Yet all this time lam tempring him, to jeg if 
Here be both love and anger in him against mv am pluck- 
a from his flock (deat to me) and from. weding his lambs; 
go therefore in ſackeloth, a5 one Who hath loſt the wife of 
iu youth. Grief and ſorrow are ſuſpicious, anc tpug out a= 
iet hin the ſonoke ef je 85 and | y often, S we 
be refore thou conte with me? Tell me, Lord, r £a4.the 
A againſt me. But I Raw, I cannot anſwer bis alledg- 
ner; 1 will loſe the canſe, hen it cometh to open pleading. 
Ou if L could force my heart to believe dus to be dreams 
Vet when Chriſt giveth my fears the lis, and ſaith to me, There 
art à liar, then Lam glad. I refalve to hope to be quier, and 
+ 11 on the brink upon my fide, till the water all, and the 
407d be rideable: And how heit there be pan upon me in 
'9nging or deliverancey that I may ſpeak 0: bim in che great 
2nzreg ation; yet I think there is jo in that pain and eu- wait · 
[19 aud l even rejolce, that be putteth me off tor a time, 
and ſhüteth me. O if J could Wait on for atl eternity, hpvee :: 
dent | ſhould never get my ſoul's deſire, ſ being he were glo- 
rihed ! I would wih, my pain and my mwiſtry could live 
long ro ſerve him; for, I kn], I «am « clay-veſſe!, and made 
tor his ule, O if my very broken ſheards could ſerve to glo- 
ihe him! 1 deſire Chriit's grace to be willingly content, that 
n aell (excepting bis hatred and diſpleaſure, which I put 
out of all play; for ſubmiſſion to this is not called - or) wore 
prezching of his: glery to men aud angels, for ever and ever! 
Wen all is done, hat can 4 add to bim ? or what can ſuch 
4 cley-ſhadow as Ida? 7 knowy he needeth not me. 4 have | 
caule to be grieved, and to melt away i tears, (if I had grace 
ta do it, Lord grant it to me) to ſee my Welbeloved's für 
ace ſpitted upon hy dogs, to ſec lows: pulling, the grown oft 
-1y royal King's head, to fee my Harlot- mother and wy aw an: 
; ; RT 


| 
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ar Mr. Rather foorats Epil. 122. 
Father sg ſo ill, that that they are going to t e 
up houſe: My Lord's Palace is now a neſt of unclean bir; 
Oh it hacker, hatlot- Sc Hand would rue upon her proyokyy 
Lord ; and pity ber good Husband, who is broken ith +», 
wor ih hc art ! But theſe things ere hid Form her ego; I 
heard of late of your new trial by the Biſhop of G da 
rear not Hay, wirs mat ; 2 Truth and Chrift get ov ron 


in your hand-: it is your gain, if Chriſt be glorifvel ; ;n; 


your gory to be Chiift's witneſs. I pcriwade you, 1 
terinss are Ciriſt's ecvantage and vitory for he plows 
to reckon tem fo. Let me hear from your Chriſt but pj, 
ning a clean Kirk oat of the fire; he will win tb; 
will not be in. your mme for any charges ve 
ſervice; he is not poor to ſit in your debt; he py 
hundred- hd more, it may be, even in this life. Ihe rn 
and bleſſing of Chriſt's priſoner be with yu. 
Aberd. 1837. Tur Brether in his ſweet Lorg Feqia, S. . 
2 | 41 * nn 1 
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To hi revertnd and loving Brother, M. JOHN NIA. 
Reverend and dear Brot ben; 3 

Rice, mercy and peace be unto you, IL received vonne 

of April 11. as did another of Marob 25. and 4 letter 
for Mr. Andrew Cant. I am not à little grieved, tat cur 
Mother- church is running fo quickly to the brothet-5ruſv. nd 
that we are hiring lovers, and giving gifts to the gr mm 
ther of fornications: Alas, that our Husband 4s Bite 5 hit 
us ſo ſhottly ! It were my part (if were able 
Husband is departing, co ſtir ap my felt to take hold 
and keep him in this land; for I know him to he 
cond, and a lovely Companion to a poor pritoner. I Hdd 
tre mity hath ſharpned che edge of his love and kind ne io 4: 2 
ſceemeth to deviſe nem ways of expreſſing the /weetue;: of 
lone to my ſoul. Suffering forChriſt is the very lem re 
Chriſt's love liveth., and exerciſeth it lelf, in calling 6 
flames of fire and ſparks of heat, tu warm ſuch a frozen hatt 
as | have: And it Guia weeping in {ackdoth be ert 
I cannot find any imaginable thoughts to thb 
he will be, when we clay-bodies. (Having put off „ 140, 
ſhall come up to the marriage-hall and great pale 
behold the King elothed in his robes-royal, fitting n 
his throne. I would deſtre no more tor my heaves. 
beneath the moon, While I am ſighing in this beuſe 1j 
clay,” but daily renewed. feaſty of lave crith Chrill, and be 


; 


4 . ; * ' er | 8 
becc f nd and then to feed my hunger with a kits of that fair- 
elt tac, that is like the ſun in bis ſtrength at noed. 1 
would willingly ſubleride an ample refignation to Chriſt of 
th: ſourtren Prelacies of this laud, and of all the moſt de- 
Heohttul pleaſures on earth, and forfeit my part of this clays 
bod. this ca tb, which Adams toolith children worthip, ro 
% other exerciſe,” but to lie in a loye-bed with'Chriſt, 
»pd n this hungred and famithed foul with Küng, Coy oy. 
1nd ical enjoying of the Son of God: And Itbinh, then 

might wrireto my friends, That I had found the golden world, 
and look out; and laugh at the | 
ort another for feathers * For verily, Brother, ſince 1 came 
to his prilon, I have conceived a ne wand extraordinary opr- 
11-2 of Chriſt, which | had not before; tor I perceive, we 
tit af! our joys to Chriſt, till he and we be in our own houſe 
above, as married parties: thinking that there is thing of 
it here to be fought or found, but only hope and fair promi- 
ſes; and that Chriſt will give us nothing bere but tears, ad- 


ers of that high garden of paradiſe above, till we come there: 
Nay, but I find it is poſſible to find young glory, and a youn 

green paradiſe bf joy, even here. 1 Know-. Chriſt's kifles will 
cait à more ſtrong and refreſhful ſmell of incomparable glory 
2rd joy, in heaven, than they do here; becauſe a drink ot the 
Well of mm up at the Hells bead, is more {iweet and freſh 
by tar, chan that which we get in our horrowed, old, run- 
ming out veſſels, and our wooden diſhes here: Vet I am now 
periiwaded, it is our. folly to friſt all till the tefn-day, ſeeing 
abundance of earneſt will not diminiſh any thing of our prin- 
ipal ſum. We dream of hunger in Chriſt's hoaſe, while we 
are here, altho'he alloweth feaſts upon al! the hairnt, within 
God's houſhold : it were good then to itore our ſelves with 
mo borrowed kiſſes of Chrift, and with mo borrowed viſits, 


us in polſeſſion of our own, when we are paſt minority. Oh 


nearer communton with my Lord Tutor, the prime Heir of all, 
Corift ! 1 wiſh, for my part, I could ſend you, and that Gen- 
e man who wrote his'tomnietfdations to me, into the King's in- 
ner nt cellar and houſe of wine, to be filled with Joe; a drink 
of this love is worth the having indeed: Ve carry our ſelves but 
Loo too nicely with Chrift ur Lord; and our Lord loveth not 
ricenefs, and dryneſs, and wneouthneſs in friends. Since necd 
| | force 
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pour bodies, who are fla) ing 


wels, crolſes ; and that we ſhall never feel the ſmell-ot the flow-" 


— 


till we enter beirs to our new inheritance, and our Tuter puts 


tat 21 the yorrng beirs would ieck more, and a greater and a 
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344 Mr. :Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 129, 
Tree-we muſt be ir Chriſt's rormon, then let us 7 11, 
temen; for it will be no otherwiſe. Now for my oreſay 
oY in ef iſonment, deliverance. (for any appearance] 
) :logkecb; cold- like: M hope, it, it Jooked to, or d 
uper men, ſhould wither Joon at the root, like a Na, ne; 
yet I relolye taccaſe my ſeil with n waiting on my Lord, nd 
to let my faith ſwim where it Joſeth ground. Lam under 3 
neceſſity. eit her of fainting (which I hope my Maſter, of. dn 
I boaſt all the day, hall avert), or, then to lay my fait! upon 
Omnipotency, and to wink and ſtick by my grip; and | 
bope my ſhip ſhall ride it out, ſeeing Chriſt is williv, 1; 
blow his {* et wind in my fails, and mendeth and elo⸗ 
ſeth the ickes in my ſhip, and ruleth all; it will be flange, 
it a believing paſſenger be caſten overboard. As bt 
your maſter, ny Lord and my Lady, I will be loth to for- 
get theny: / think my prayers. (ſuchlas they are) are duc debt 
to him, and I ſhall be far more engaged to his Lord ſbip, if he be 
taſt for Chriſt, (as I hope he will) now when ſo many of his 
coat and e lip from Ch iſt's back, and leave hin: tu fend 
tor himteii., I entreat,you, remember my love to that worthy 
Gentleman A, C. who. ſaluted me in your letter: 7 hav: 
board, chat he is one of my Maſter's friends, for the which 
canſe / am tied to him: I with he way more and more {all iy 
love with Chriſt. Now, for your queſtion, as far as Ira 
conceive, I think God is praiſed two ways; Fir/t, By c 
cional profeſſion of his big hneſs before men, ſuch as is the very 
hearing ot; the word, and, receiving of either of the Sacrs- 
nents; in which acts, by profeſſion, we give out to men, that 
-he-is our God, with Ac we are in covenant, and our Law. 
.giver ; Thus cating and drinking in the Lord's Supper, is ar 
,aununciation and profeſſion before men, that Chrift is cut 
him; it is not*a, far mal thankigiving, but an annuciation, cr 
pred ication of Chriſt's death, toncienal, not advrative ; nei. 
ther hath it God for the immediate object, and thercfort 1 
kneeling can be here. Secondly, There is another praifing of 
 Ged, fot mal, hen we are either formally bleſſing God, and 
Ipealing his praiſes. And this I take to be twofold, 1. Wren 
we directly and formally direct praiſes and thankigiving to 
God: This may well be done kneeling, in token of our recog!) 
zance of his highneſs; yet not ſo, but it may be ſtanding or 


| | Letting, eſpecially ſee: Joytul elevation (which ſhould be in 
c .* prailng) is pot formell) AgniGed, by kneeling . 2 W 
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Epiſt. 127. LETTERS. 226 
Desk good of God, and declare bis gracious Nature and At- 
rihutes, extolling him before men, to excite men. to concę ive 
Fal of him, The former 1 hold to be worſt. p every way 
immediate, elle I know. not any immediate worſhip at all: 
Fc latter hath God for the Subject, not properly the Oh jeõ, 
eing the predication is directed to men imm2diately, rather 
thar to God; for here we ſpeak of God, by way of praiſing, 
rather than to God. And lor my own part, as I am for t 

preient minded, I ive not how this can be done kneeling, 
{--ing it is predicatio Dei & Chriſti, nen laudatio dat be- 


2nd not meerly concional, as I diſtinguiſhed in the firſt mem - 
ber; or in the firſt member, any ſpeaking of God, or of his 
1's of Creation, Providence, ik. Redemption, is indirect 
an concienal prailing of him, and formally preaching, or an 
#& of tcaching, not an act of predication of his praiſes; for 
tete is 4 difference betwixt the ſimple relation of the virtues 
0: « thing, which is tormally teaching, and the extolling o the 
worth of a thing by way of commendation, to cauſe others 
Pralle with us, Thus recommending you to God's grace, 

. N 

Aberd. June 15, 1637» Durs in hu ſweet Lord Jeſus, S- R. 


5 Te Mr. L. R. 
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Dear Brother, | 

Adee mercy, and peace be unto. you. Upon the report 
bear of you (without any further acquaintance, except 
our ſtraiteſt bonds in our Lord Jeſus) I thought good to write 
unto you, hearing of your danger to be > ach out of the 
Lord's houle, for his name's ſake: therefore my earneſt and 
dumble defire to God is, that ye may be ſtrengthned in the 
price of God, and by the power of his might, to go on for 
heiſt, not ſtanding in aw of a worm that ſhall dic. 7 hope 
ye will not put your hand to the Ark, to give it a wrong touch 
ta overturn it, as many pow do, when the archers are 
Vocting ſore at Joieph, whoſe hom ſhall abide in it: ſtrengths 
Ve ow to our royal King and princely Maſter a teſtimony. 
Coy bleſſed are they, iwho.can ward a blow off Chriſt, and 
is borndowneruth?? men think Chriſt a gane Man now, and 
tber be mall never get up bis head again: Ard they believe 
1 court is falled, 1 25 Ir | 


Pears and Iwords upon him, 4 


the enemies to plow Zien, 


edi Del: But obſerye, that it is formal praifing of God, 


he ſtererh an to þroak thee 
A 


| and 
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and make long, Ang deep their furrows on her tt 
would not be fo, if the Lord had not a lowing for tis oe 


"Ng! 
What can he do, but melt an old droſſte Kirk, 2; 1. 1 


e Ma 


bring out 4 new Bride out of the fire again? / thin; Chriſt { 


NV | ; „ 36 
F good proteffors, that he nay make them new wort hir 1, 


lecond Temple: And whatloever ſhall be found, gt ry 


; Mall be builded, ke fhall lay by his ban mers, as ng tg 
| note to do with them, It is poſſible, he do Werl ten, 
$33 than lay them by; and 7 think, (be vengeance of the / ord, 1 

if the vengeance his temple ſhall be upon them. debe 0 


g x now, in ſome weak mealirre, give Chriſt a teftinon'i! 1 
\ lovely and loving companion, under ſuffering for him. ! fi 
1 mim before but afar off, his beauty to my eyes fight h 
4 ' 3 f © 
. A fig: a ſtraw for ten worlds-plaittered glory, and chi. 
4 ſhadows, the idol of day (this oo the world) thet tos (gh 
1 for. "If 7 had a leaſe of Chrift of my own dating ( tor » oct 


ing; that we might lie together among the liltes, till the de 
Who knoweth eon .weet 


croſs, is white and fair: And the croſs rectiveth « brauti 
luftre and 2 perfumed ſmell from Jeſus. My dear Bebe, 
ſcar not at it. While ye have time to ftand upon the wettls 
tower, and to ſpeak, contend with this land, plead wW]Ir you! 
barlot-motber, who hath been a treacherous balf-may;ow ta 
Husband, Jeſus: For I would think liberty to preach one 
Se root and top of my defires ; and would feek no more © 
the bleſſings, that areto be had on this fide of time, / Þ 
over the water, but to ſpend this my crazed clay-10 ©! 
his ſet vice and {aving of ſouls: but 7 hold my peace, been? 
"He hath done it. My ſhallow and ebb thouglirs are rot cite 
compafs Chrilt ſailerk by; [leave his ways to hiinſeli, for * 
93% VIC 7-09 anne ERNY, ACS ene ene 


af #49 wi#t ww i 


- - * * 
2 <4 . 4 


irc at, far above, me: , Only 2 would contend. with Chriſt 
tor his love, and be bold to make @ plea with Telus my Lord, 
fr 2 h-2zt-fill of his love; for there is no more left to mc | 
Whit 'tandet 3 beyond the far end of my liitferings, ard what 1 
nal be rhe event, he knoweth 4 and I hope, to my joy, ſhall þ 


| 
| 
| 


make me know, When God ſhall unfold his decrees concern- | 
og me; tor there ace windings, and to's and fre's in his ways, 
* which blind bodies like us eannet ſee. I is much for farther 
be „ uaintance: So, recommending you, and what is before ; 
te Into the grace of God, 7 reſt | 9 | 
0 88 16. Par very loving Brother in hit ſweet | 
5 5837. e Jeſus, 8. R. | 
£ * | i 0 
0 —ä—ʒ . Gi——————V—x·ů ·—ͤĩ[ͥI———— | 
Þ To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLIESE.. 
, Ga - ' Þ 
W eren and welbelovsd Brother, | 2 


- Race), mercy and peace be unto you: I have heard ſome- 
\3 hat of your trials in Galloway ; I bleſs the Lord, who 4 
b-th begun firſt in that corner, to make you a new Kirk to him- W 
: {Chriſt hath the leſs ado behind, vw het ke hat! refined. | 
Let me entreat you, my deer beloved, to be faſt to 
Chriſt; My Witneſs is above, my . deareſt Brother, that xe 
hz + added much joy to me in my bonds, when I hear that you | 
grow in the gtace and 2eai of God for your Maſter, Our mi- 
niſtry, whole: by preaching or ſuffering, wül caſt a (mell *' | 
through the world both of heaven and bell, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. 
| pert wade you, me dear Brother, there is nothing out f 
en, next to Chriſt, dearer to me, than my Miniſtry : and 
de worth of it, in my eſtimation, is ſwelled, and pairech me | 
exceedingly: yet J am content, for the honour of my Lord, | 
© 'urrender it back again to the Lord ofthe Vineyard ; let 
um do with me and it both, What he thinketh good: (think ö 
Ty ſelf too little for him. Ard let me ſpeak to you, how ; 
nds Fellow priſoner is Chriſt to me! Believe me, this kink |! 
vf crofs (that would not go by my door, but would needs vi- | 
Ute) is ill the longer the more welcome to me. It is 
ue, my lent Sabbaths have been and are ſtill. g/affy ice, | 
v azreqn my faith can ſcarce hold its feet, and I aim often 
ben on my back, and gif m.y fees, with a Storm of douht- 
ig; yet truly, my bonds all this time caſt a mighty and ranck 1! 
melt of high and deep Dye in Chriſt: L cannot indeed fe | 
trough my eroſt to the far end; yet I believe, I am in Chriſt's | 
4 * os 1 e. eee * iA — books, A 
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books, and in his decree (not yet unfolded to me) 2 mr. 
umpbing, dancing ud ingirg over on the other i 
red-ſea, and laughing ard praifing the Lamb, 
time, {orrow, depriyation, Preſates indignation, oi“ 
of friends, and death: Heayen is not a fow! flying ic 
(as men ule to lpeak of things that are aacertain ; \ a 
well paid for, Chrilt's cemprite ment lieth on Clary, or a! th 
mmourners in Zion, and ſhall never be loofed s Let us be oy 
. "nd rejoyce,that we have blood, lofts and wounds t oy 
„ ter and Captain, at his appearance, and what we (a/Þ-ro/ 
wor is cauſe. Wo is me, ay dear Brother, that i: y often, | 
am but dry bones, which my Lord will not bring out © +4 
ge again; and that my faithlefs fears ſay, Gb 1 am a {1 
ee, that can bear no fruit; lam an 19 7 body, w . 
beget no children to tbe Lord in bis bouſe! Hopes of dzling 
rance look cold and yncertaing ard afar. off, as iti bod «4 
with it: It is much for Chriſt (if L may ſay ſo) t 
borrows of my ſorrow, and of my quarrelods heart re 
love playeth me fair play, | am. not wronged at al! 
is a tricking and falſe heart within me, that ſtill playeth Cl. 
Ful play. I ama cumberſom neighbour to Chriit ; it) 
2 wonder, that he dwelleth beſide the like of me: 
get the advantage of the hill, above. my, tempt2tiun: . a 
then I deſpiſe temptation, even hell it felf, and the t os, 
and the initruments of it, and am proud of my honuurah: 
Maſter : And I reſolve, whether contrary winds will or ra, 
ta fetch Chriſt's harbour; And I think à Wilful and 7 
tention with my Lord. Jeſus for his love very law f.: 
ſometimes hard to me, to nin my meat upon Chriil's 114 
becauſe my futh is ſick, and my hope withereth, and m 
wax dim; and unkind and comtort-eclipiifig clouds go uvcr '! 
fair and bright Sn, Je ſus: And then, when, 1 and twp 
tion tryſt the matter together, we ſpill all, through us 
het. Sweer, ſweet for ever more would my life be at / could 3:49 
faith in exerciſe : But / ſce, my fire cannot always cat. l 
have even @ poor man's hard world, when he goeth v, 
But ſurely, ſince , my entry hither, many a time bath my i 
ſun ſhined without a cloud: Hot and burning bath Clit 
| loye been to me I have no vent to the f of it, | a1 
be content with ſtolen and. {mothefed deſires of Chriſt g th 
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O how far is his love behind the hand with me! Lam ju! 
_ A man, who hath nothing to pay his thouſands. gf de. al 


that can be gotten of Him, is te {eize upon his perior: 
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pt Chriſt would ſeize upon my elt, and make the readicſt 
ment that can be of my heart and love to himſelf, have 9 
her thing to give him: If my ſufferings could do beholders 
bod, and edifie his Kirk, and Logon: the incomparable 
b of Chriſt's love to the werld, O then would my ou! be 
fer joyed, and my ſad heart cheered and calmed! Dear Bro. 
her, l cannot tell what is become ot my labours zmong that 
ple 3.17. all that my Lord builded by me be calten dovin, 
4 the bottom fallen out of the proteſſion of the pdrifh, td 
ne (tand by Chriſt, whole love I once preached. as 7 
dd plainly as 7 could (though far below its worth and excel- 
n) to that people; if lo, how can / bear it? And it 4n0- 
„ make a foul Rarveſt, Where 7 haye made 2 N and 
dneſt fowing, it will not ſoon digeſt with me; but I knove 
s ways paſs finding out. Yet my Witneſs. both within me 
Id above ine knoweth, and my pained breaft upon the Lord's 
y at night, my deſire to have hag Chrift a ful, and amiableg 
d yeet to that people, is now my joy; and it was my de- 
e and aim, to make Chriſt and them one: If 7 lee my hopes 
e in the bud, cre they bloom a Ettle, and come to no fruit 
lie with grief. O my God, ſcek not an account of the vio- 
ce done to me by my Bretbren, whole ſalvation I love and 
ire: / pray, that they and 7 be not heard as contrary parties, 
the day of our compearance before our ſudge, i that pro- 
s, led by them againſt my Miniſtry, which / received from 
rift : know, alittle inch, and lels than the third part of 
Is ſpan· length and'hand-breadrh of time, which is poſting as 


U 


her Bret hren or Fes; and it is a ſhort-laſting injury done 
me, and to my pains, in that part of my Lord's Vineyard. 
how lilly an advantage is my Deprivation to men, ſeeing 
Lord ſeſus hath many ways to recover his own loſſes, and 
irreſiſtible ta compaſs his own glorious ends, that his Lilie 
Y grow 1 4 5 thorns, and his little Kirgdom exalt it elf, 
n under the word and ſpears of contrary poviers! But, 
dear Brother, go on in the ſtrength of bis rich grace 
zom ye ſerve : Stand faſt for Chriſt; deliver che Goſpel off 
ur hand, and your Miniſtry, to Your Maſter, with'a clean 
d undefiled conſcience : Looſe not a' pin of Chri/P's taber- 
Fic; do not ſo much as pick with your nail at one board or 
der of the ark: Haye nv part or dealing upon any terms, 
a hoof, in 2 cloſed windoly, of ir a bowing; of your knees, 
caſting down of the'remple 9 But be # mb and'ſp&k- 
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230 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 12. 
ing Vitneſs againit them, who now ruin Z on. Ou Malte 
will be on us all, in a clap, ere ever we wit; that de 
diſcover all our whites and our blacks, concernin; this « at 
troverſie of poor oppreſſed Zion: Let us make our pri co; 
good, that it may be able to abide the fire, when h. and 
itabble thall be burnt aſhes. Nothing, nothing (7 ©; 1. 
thing) but found ſanctincation can abide the Lord's © 
ſtand to my teſtimony, that J preached often of ©; 
Lzmentation, mourning aud mo abideth thee, G Sonia . 
O Scotland, the fear 501 quarre! of a broken Covenant [}.:4,1:1) 
Zeed with thy Lerd. Now, remember my love to all my i: +444 
and to my pariſhioners, as it 7 named each ohe of then p. 
ticularly : I recommend you, and God's people, commu :cy! 
by Chrift to your trult, to the rich grace of our all-(1/;-i.1; 
Lord. Remember my bonds: Praiſe my Lord, . 
me up in my ſuiferings : As ye find occalion according t: 
the wide, giver you) ſhew our acquaintance, what th: 
Lord hath done to my ſonl. This I ſeek not, veri!;, teh 
My own praile, but that my ſweete!t and deareſt Matter m. 
be magnified in my ſufferings. I reſt 

Aberd. jure 17. Tour Brother in by («2 

1937 Je ſia, N. 


T. MARION MACK NT U OI T. 


Dearly beloved in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Race, mercy and peace to you: Few know the heart o 
'S a ſtranger and priibner z I am in the hands of mine ene 
mies: I would, honeſt and lawful means were eſſay, to: 
bringing me home to my charge, now when Mr. A. F. and 
Mr. H. R. are raſtored. It concerneth you of Gall way nit, 
to uſe ſupplications and addreſſes ior this purpole, and try :: 
dy falr means I can be brought back again. As for li 
Without I be reſtored to my flock, it is little to me, er 
ſilence is my greateſt priſon : However it be, I wait for d. 
Lord, I hope not to rot in my ſufferings; Lord give me (1h 
miſſion to wait on: my heart is ſad, that my days flee av 2y, 
and I do no ſervice to, my Lord in his houſe, now when ©: 
harveſt, and the fouls of Ferne people require it; but his 
ways are not like my ways,. neither can I find him him au. 
O riat he would thine upon my darknels, and bring forth my 
morning=light from under the thick cloud, that men ban 
pre ad over me! O that the Almighty would lay my cauic in 
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Bpiſt. 13. LETTER S. 232 
balande, and weigh me, if my ſoul was not taken up, when 
others were ſiceping, how to have Chriſt betrothed with a 
Bride, in that part of the land But that day, that my mouth 
was moſt unjuitly and eruslly cloſed, the bloom tell off my 
anches, and my joy did eaſt the Lower. Howbeit, | have 
n calling my ſelf under Chriſt's feet, and wreitling te be- 
under a hidden and covered Lord, yet my fainting com- 
n before I cat, and my faith hath bowed with the fore: caſt, 
and under this a!moſt inſupportable weight : © hat it bre-k 
t! I dare not ſay. that the Lord hath put out my candle, and 
tack caften water upon my poor coal, and broken the ſtakes of 
ny te bernacle; but I have taſted bitterneſs, and eaten gall 
nd wormwood, fince that day, my Matter laid bonds upon 
22 to ſpeak 12 more: 1 ſpeak not this, Hecaule the Lord is 
unconth to me; but becauie beholders, that tand on dry- 


de not mv ſea-ſtorm: Ine witneſſes of my crois are 


rangers to my {ad days and nights. O that Chriſt would 
gore, and peak love to me, and come home to me, 
ard bring ſummer with him! O that might preach bis beauty 
an glory, as once 1 did, before my clay-tent e removed to 
varkneſs ; and that I might liſt Chriſt ofthe ground, and my 
D. „hes might be watred with the dew o. Cod, and my 
/ 1» lis work might grow green again, and bud, an ſpe 
2t a flower! But I am but a ſhort · i gnted creature, and my 
274.0 eaſtech not light afar off: He knowech al} that is done 
> ive, bow that when 1 had but one joy and no more, and 
green flower, that I eſteemed to be my gariand, he 

= in one hour and dried up my flower at the root, and 
one vn mine only eye, and mine only ons crown and gar- 
nd : What can 1 fay ? Surely iny guiitinets bath been re» 
en hetck betore him, and he was iceking to take dow?! my 
- >, and to land the flower of my delights, and to let it He 
tn: Coat, like an old broken ſhip, that is no more for the 

3uc I praiſe him for this wailed ſtrokc, I welcome this 
ace, God's wiſdem made choice of it for we, and it muſt 
delt, becauſe it was his choice. O that I may wait for 
til the morning of this benighted Kirk break out This 
wor aMicted Kirk had a fair morning; but her night came 
07 254, betore her noon-day, and ſhe was like a traveller, 


er adverfaries are the chiet men in the land, ber ways mourn, 
gates languith, her children ſigh for bread, and there is 
4 to bg initant wich the Lord, that he would come again 
77 O 2 to 
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cl to take houte in the morning of his journey: And new” 
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232 Mir. Rutberfoord”s Epii?, 126 
to his Houſe, and dry the face of his weeping pub, * 
comfort Zipu's mourners, hi are waiting for him : 1 l 
be ſhall make corn to grow upon the top of bis ere 
mount Zion again. Remember my bonds, and forget got: 
Oh that my Lord would bring me ag in atnonyſt you, - 
abundance of the Goſpel of crit! But O that Iman t lg, 
my deſires, where my Lord 6:4d4eth me Rememb ww logs 
in the Lord to your husband, Gad make him faithiv 2 
Chriſt; and my bleſſing to your three children. tt rw 
in prayer for this Kirk: Deſire my people not to rye | 
Nranger. and intruder upon my Miniſtry : Let me {44 
that right and ſtation, that my Lord ſeſus gave g. 

race b. with you. 


Aberd. 1637, Pes in hy ſweet Lerd and Maſte', S.. 
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Te JOHN GORDON at R 


Diear Brother, 
Earneſtly deſire to know the cafe of your ſoul, ar: t6 on 
derſtand, that ve have made ture work of heaven aud 

vation. 1. Remember, ſalvation is one of Chriſt's dent | 

he giveth but to a few, 2. That it is violent Wert z 2 =e 
ſtriving that taketh heaven. 3 That it colt Chriir bn 

to purchai: that Houle to ſinners, and to ſet mariing wh, * 

as the King's tree-tenants, and trce-holders. 4. That Ne. 

make a ſtart towards heaven, who fall on their back, art 1 i. 

not up to che top of the Mount; it plucketh heart and. c 

from them, and they fit down and give it over, cn e a: 

devil letteth 4 Gyeet-limelied flower to their noſe (i 5 | 

busked world) wherewith they are bewitched, and forget E 

or refuſe to yo forward. 5. Remember, many jo fn. 

and reform many things, and can find tears, as Ru] 11 

ſulfer hunger for Truth, as Judas did; ard wiſh an cu 

the end of the righteous, as Balaam did; and pres Ha: 

and fight for the Lord, as Saul did; and deſire tic 0 ; 


317% , 


. , * 14 mi. 

God to pray fur them, as Pharaoh and Simon Mas, 0. 
and propheſie and tpcak of Chriſt, as Caiaphas did; anv v BF, 
loitly. and mourn tor fear of judgments, as Abab dit; Me 


put away groſs fins and idolatry, as Febu did; an hor e 
word of God gladly, and reform their Hſe in many things 2 
cording to the word, as Herod did; and fay, 4: vl: 
Chriſt, I will follow thee whither thou goeſt, as the man v0 7 
offcreth to be Chrid's ſervant, Matth. viii. and u rake 


74 
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the virtues of the lite to come, and be partaker of the 

vonderiul gifts of the holy Spirit, ard taite of the good word 

i God, as the Apeſtates who ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 

„h vi. And vet all theie are but like gold in clink and eo- 

ur, and watred brass and haſe mettal. 1 hele are written, 

hat we ſhould try our elves, and not reſt till we be a ſtep 

bearer Chrilt than ſuu-burnt and withering profeiſors can 

me. 6. Confider, it is impoſſible that your idol-ſirs and. 

, can go to heaven together; and that they. who will not: 

dart with theſe, can indeed love Chriſt at the bottom, but 

only in word and ſhew, which will not do the bulineſs. 7. Re- 

member how ſwittly God's poſt, time, flieth away z and that. 

your {orenoon is already | ent, your afternoon will come, 

and then your evening, — at daſt night, when ye cannot 

Je to work : Let your heart be ſet upon finiſhing of your 

Gurney, and ſumming and laying your accounts with your 

Lord. O how bleſſed ſhall ye be, to have @ joytul welcome 

of your Lord it night! How blefled are they, who in time 

tale lure courle with their fouls ! Bleſs his great Name, for 

what 5% poſſeſs in goods and children, eare and worldly con- 

tenement, that he hath given you; and ſeek to be liks Chriſt 

i humility and lowlinels of mind; and be not great and in- 
174 with the world; make it not your god, nor your lover, 

that ve truſt unto, for it will deceive you. I recommend 
C:itt and his love to you, in all things; let him bave the 
gower of your heart and your love: {et à low price upon all 
things but Chriſt, and cry down in your thougats clay and 
dirt, that will not comfort you, when ye get ſummons to re- 
es and compear before your Judge, to arſwer for all 
'\,> deefns done in the body. The Lord give you wiſdom 
in all things : I. beſecch you {anRify God in your ſpeaking, 
for hol, and reverend is his Name; and be temperate and 
aber: cempanionty (as it is called) is a fin, that holdeth men 
out of heaven. I will not believe, that ye will receive the 
miniſtry of a ſtranger, who will preach a new and uncouth 
doctrine to you: Let my ſalvation Rand for it, if 1 delivered. 
not the plain and whole counſel! af God to you in his word, 
each this letter to your wife, and remember my love to her, 
14 requelt ber to take heed to do what I write to you: I 
Pray tor you and yours. Remember me in your prayers to 
dun Lord, that he would he pleaſed to ſegd me amongſi you 
«gain. Grace be with you. 
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To Mr. HUGH HENDERS CN. 10 

Tp 

Reverend and dear Brother, | er 

X 7 Ho knoweth, but the wind may turn into the wo , of 
ain, upon Chriſt and his deſolate Bride in ti ar 

Aud that Chriſt may get his ſummer by courie again ; fer h C4 
hut h Had il! weather this lorg time, and could not find o 
juſtice for himſelf and his truth theſe many years. In ire ty! 
the wheels of this crazec and broken Kirk run all vn, ;; ce 
other axle-tree, nor is there any other t roll them, ho 
them, and drive them, but the wiſdom and good please of h 
our Lord: And it were a juſt trick, and glorious, „ oye tl 
:eping providence, to bring bur brethrens darts, lerne?! 
ot at us, back upon their gown heads: Suppoſe che ay 
two ſtrings to their bow, and can take one as another (alieth ! 
them, yet there are mo than three ſtrings upon dur! i 
bow; and beſides, he cannot mils the white that he Holt ov 
at. I know; be ſhufflerh up and don in his hard!!! WM 
hody of heaven and earth, and that Kirk and comm: 15 


are in his hand, like a ſtock of cards, and that he «{ealett: 1 F. 
play to the monrners of Zion, and thoſe that ay, Lie dn: a 
that we may go over you, at his own ſovereign pleaſure: An! 
I am ſure, Zz-#'s adverſaries, in this play, thall nor 8. 


their own fakes again. O how ſweet a thing is it to trait WM 
in him! When Chriſt hath ſleeped out his ſteep (i MN 
fpeak ſo of him, who is the Watch-man of Irael, b.. 
set ner fleep?th ) ar his own are tried, he wi) aril. 1 
as à ſtrong man aſter Wine, and make bare his holy «rm, 1! ME 
put on vengeanu as a cloak, and deal yengeance thurn! i 


gore amongſt the haters of Zion. it may be, wr 
ow, and ſend down maledictions and vengeances, as th % 1 
drops of rain ur hail, upon his enemies ; for our L cet 
them a black day, and Pe uſeth duly co pay his debrs : Nes 4 
ther his friends. and followers, nor his 4 and 2dyeriarics 6 
mall have it to lay, That he is not faithful and ea ect | 
ing his word. I know no bar in God's way, but 5” αν i; 
guiltineſs ; and he can come over that impediment, and *; 
That bar alſo, and then ſay to guilty Scotland, as he. , £30 face 
xXxxvi. Not for your, ſekes, &. On-taiting had c y* 4 3 
dleſſed iſſue; 40d to keep the word of God's patiencc keep? Jo 
ſtill che ſaints dry in the water, cold in the fire, and big 25 


WAI. 


— 


Ing and blood-hot in che gr 4 ½ . Mur are the priluns o 1191, 


wa" 
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walls and gates of braſs to Cbriſt? Not io good as feal dikes, 
{ortifi.ations of ſtraw, or old tottering walls : If he give the 


werd, then chains will fall off the arms and. legs of his priſon- 


ers. God be thanked, that our Lord Jefus hath th. tutoring 
of king and court and nobles, and that he can dry the putters 
and the „res in Zion, and lay cauſeys to'the Temple with the 
curcales of baſlard and rAot-heoherds I be corn on the hot ſe- 
«05 got never the husband-man's prayers, and ſo is leen on it, 
tr iz hVethnot the hand of mowers. Chriſt, and truth, and inno- 


cency worketh even under the earth; and verily there is 


hope for the righteous : We ſee not what concluſions pals in 
hcayen anent all the affairs of Ged's hovſe 3 we need not give 
irc to God to take vengeance of his enemies, for jultice 
worketh without hire, O that the :ecd of hope would grow 
again, avd come to maturity | And that we could importune 
bitt, and double our knocks at his pats and caſt our cries 
de ſhouts over the wall, that he might come out, and make 
ovr Teru/alem the praile of the whole earth, and give us Sal- 
vations for walls and bulmarks | If Chriſt bud, and grow 
gcc. ard bloom, and bear ſced again in Scotland, and his 
Mathe, tend him two ſummers agaip in one year, and bleſs 
crop; O what cauſc have we to rejoyce in the free ſalvation 
ov our Lord, and to ſet up Hur banners in the Name of our 
ad! O that he would. haſten the confuſion of the leprous 
iel, the mother and miſtreſs of abominations 7 the 
earth, and take grauen images out of the way, and come. in 
it; the Fews in troops, and agree with his old outcaſt and 
'0:1aken Wife, and take them again to his bed of love! Graco 
be With you. © he | 2 


Aberd. 1627. Wars in our Maſter aud Lord, S. R. 
To the Lady L AR G IRIE. 


AMiſtreſ ce, | | a 
7 Race, mercy and peace he to you · 1 exhort you in the 

Lord, to go on in your journey to heaven, and to be 
content of ſch fare by the way, as Chriſt and his followers 
"av had before you; for they had always the wind on their 
faces; and our Lord hath not 8-5 the way to us, for 

our eaſe, but will have us following our ſweet Guide. Alas, 
bow doth fin clop us in our journey, and retard us! What 
Fels are we, to have a by good, or any Other love, or match 

to our ſouls, beſide Chriſt * It were beſt for us, like // bajrns 
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(Who are bet heard at home) to ſeek our own He, 

fell our hopes of this little clay-inns and idol of the cor), 
where we are neither well ſimmered nor well winter. G 
tho: cur ſouls would fall ſo at dds with the lovg of hy ww) 7 
as to think of it, as a traveller doth of a drin water, 
which is not any part of his treaſure, but goeth away nt 
2 ufing ; for ten aniles journey maketu that drink to him 4- 
nothing 0 that we bad as ſoon done with this world, a9 
could as quickly diſpatch the love of it! But as = child c. 

not hold two apples in his little hand, but the one putteth 
the othe out ol its room; ſo neither can we be maſſß 
lords ot two loves: Blefled were we, if we could make wn; 
ſelves maiters of that ir valuable treaſure, the love of Child; 
or rather, ſuffer our ſelves to be maſtered and inbducd +, 
Chrift's love, ſo as Chrift were our all things, ud alt ocker 
chirgs our net hinge, and the refuſe of our delights. 
be ready for ii pping againſt the time, our Lord's wn and 
#:4e calls for us! Death is the laſt thief, that ſhall come wit 

Ef din or noiſe of feet, and take our fouls a- way, ar w. 
Mall take our leave at time, and face eternity; and. our Loc 
Mall lay together the two ſides of this earthly tabernc'c, 1 
G18 us, and” lay us by, as a man layeth by clothes at nig 
Put the one half of us in an hoyſe of clay, the dark prave, 
and :h other half of us in heavel or hell. Seek tobe und 
af your Lord in peace, and gather in your fitting, and pat 
ycur toul in order, for Chriſt will not glye © nail-breacte 


— * 


- 
* 


time to out little ſand-glals. Pray for Zion, and for nu 
Priſoner, that he would be pleaſed to bring me amopgſt 
Again, ful! of Chriſt, and freighted and loaden with the 
ling of his gol) el. Grace, grace be with yout 

"> Aberd. 163 7. Teurs in his only Lord and Maſter, 5. . 
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N ort iy and dearly beloved in the Lord, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear 
I you : I remain ill a priſoner of hope, and do think | 
ſervice to the Lord, to wait on fill with ſubmiſſion,, 1: 
Lord's morning-sky brerk, and his ſummer-day dawn: For | 
am perſwaded, it is a piece of the chief errand of our lite. 
that God ſent us, for ſome years, down to this earth, morz 
devils and nien, the fixe-brands of the devil, and temptatlam. 
chat we might ſuffer for à time here amongſt our * 
Nele e TO eee eee e other. 
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„che Nviſe he might | | W321. | 
-omirg out of the womb, and Have carried us home to our 
-zntry, without letting us ſet down our feet in this knotty 
ind thorny life: but ſeeing 2 piece of ſuffering is carved to 
very one of us, leſs or more, as infinite wildom hath thought 
„bod, cur part is to harden and habituate our toft and thin- 
oned nature, to endure fre and water, devils, liors, men, 
\vles, wo hearts, As theſe that are looked upon by God, an- 
wen and devils. O what folly is it, to ft down and 
ep upon à decree Ot God, that is both dumb and deat at 
ur beats, and muſt Rand ſtill as unmoveable, as God who 
dd it | for who can come behind our Lord, to alter or bet - 
what he hath decreed and done? It were better to make 
windows in our priſon, and to look out to God and our coun- 
try heaven, and to cry like fettered nen, who long for tne 
«£:pg's free air, Lord, let thy tingdem come, O let the ÞBride- 
groom come! And, O day, O jur day, 0 everlafting ſem 
21-day, dawn and ſlime out, break out from under the black 
ity, and ſhine 5 I am perſwaded, if every day a little itune 
'n the priſon-walls were broken, and thereby aſſurance 
to the chained priſoner, lying under twenty ſtore of 
1-005 up arms and legs, that at length his chain ſhould wear 
1 t1wo pieces, and a bole ſhould be made at length, as wide 
= he might come ſafely out to his long-detired liberty; he 
would in patience wait on, till time ſhould hole the priſon- 
wall and break his chains: The Lord's hopetul priloners, un- 
der their trials, are in that caſe : Years and months will take 
out now one little ſtone, then another, of this houſe of cl 
»d xt ſength time ſhall win out the breadth of a fair door), 
aud ſend out the impriſoncd foul to the free air in heaven 
and time ſhall file off, by little and little, our tron-bolts, 
which are now on legs and arms, and out-date, and wear out 
trouble threed-bare and hollie, and then wear them to nothing: 
or what I ſuffered yeſterday, I know, ſhall never come again 
ta trouble me. O that we could breathe out new hope, and 
new ſubmiſſion, every day, in Chrift's lap For certainly, 2 
weight of glory well weighed | yea, evercaſing to a far more 
-»:ceding and eternal weight] ſhall recompenſe both weight 
and lengttof light and el;pped and fhort-dated eroſſes: Our 
waters are but ebh, and come neither to our chin, nor to the 
ſtopping of our breath. I may fee [if I would borrow eyes 
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from Chriſt] dry-land, and that near + Why then ſhould we 4 


nat laugh at adverſity, and ſcorn our thort-born and ſoon- dy- 
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ing temptations I rejoice in the hope of that glory be 1 

vealed, lor it is no uncertain glory we look for; our hen Hh 

not hung upon ſuch an untwilled threed, as, I img, yr | 

It i Ae but the cahle, the itrong tow of cur te\tricd Po a; 

chor, is the oath and promiſe ot him, who is cterral Ver; 

our ſalvation is aſtned with God's own band, anc it. 

Chriſi's own ſtrength, to the ſtrong ſteup of God's Uunbange. 

able natare, Mal. iii. 6. I am tbe 2 Jebange unt; ai 
tee re ye ſons of Jacob are net conſumed. We may pla, 
and dance, and leap upon our worthy and immoveablle i}; >: | 
= The ground is "ads good, and will bide hell's braas!;; 
4 and. devils b angling, and the world's, aflaults. Oh i” oy 


faith could ride it out, againſt the high and proud wind: and 
waves, when ouc fea ſeemeth all to be on fire ! © how vit d. 
Itlet my grips go! 1 am put to {wimming and bolt finking. 
I find the devil hath the advantage of the ground, int bac- 
|. tle; for he nghitcth in known, ground, in our corrupt natur 
Alas! that is a friend near of kin and blood to himſelf. 
Wil not fail to fall foul upon us: And hence it is, that be, 
who {au*th to the utter maſt; and, leadeth many ,n t. 
gor, is till righting my talvation, and twenty times @ d. 
1 reve! my heaven, and then I muſt come with my - οανẽ, 
work to Chriſt, to cumber him (as it were) to right it, and 
ſeek again the right end of the threed, and to fold up ag 
my, cterval gory with his on hand, and to. give © right a 
of his nol y and gracious band. to my marred and [pilt alva 
on. Certainly, it is a cumberſom thing, to keep a foo 
child trom falls and broken brows, and weeping for this and 
that 2%, and raſh running, and ſickneſs, and bairns diteaics ; 
ere he vin through them all, and win out of the awires, !. 
coſteth muikle lac cumber and faſorie to his keepers : An. 
lo is a believer a cumberſom piece of work, and an ill rav cicd 
Beſy (as we uſe to ſay) to Chriſt: But God be thanked, to: 
many ſpilt ſalyations, and many illxaveled beſps hath C 
mended, fince firſt he entred Tutor to loſt mankind. OY]. 
# + could we, bairns, do without bim? how Joon would we mw: 
all? But the lels of our weight be upon our own feeble lags, 
and the more that we be on Chriſt, the ſtrong Rock, the bat. 
ter for us: it is good for us, that ever Chriſt took the cun a 
oh us; it is our heaven, to lay many weights, and burdens 
i uppen Chriſt, and to make him all we have, root and top, be- 
girning and ending of our ſalvation: Lord, hold us here- 
Now to this Tutor, and rich Lord, I recommend you : Wo 
8 < al 
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' kit cill he come, and remember his priſoner. Grace, graze ||) 
ye with you. | Wes: | | 49 
Aberd. 1637. Tour in hy aud your Lord F-ſus, S. R. 'W 
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Reverend aud dear Brot ber, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I received your let- 
ter: 1 ble our high and only wiſe Lord, who hath 
br 3ken the ſnare chat men had laid for you; and 1 hope, cht 
now he thall keep you in his houſe, in deſpite of the powers. | 
of hell. Who knoweth, but the ſtreets of our Feruſalem ſhall 
yt be filled with young men, and with old men. and boys, 
and women with child; and chat they ſhall plant vines in the « V8 
nountains of Sameria! | am ſure, the Wheels, paces and 
motions of this poor Church, are wm got and ruled, not as 
men » guld, but according to the g pleaſure aud infinite 
vi{dom our only wite Lord. I am here waitirg in hope, that 
my innoceny, in this honourable cauſe, ſhall meit this cloud, 
that men have galten over me. I know, my Lord had bis gn 
quarrels againſt me, and that my droſs ſtood in ned of this 
hot furnace ; but I rejoice in this, that fair truth, beantifirl 
truth | whole glory my Lord clcareth to me more ard mord 
beareth me company; ard that my weak aims to honour m/ 
Maſter, in bringing gueſts to his houſe, now well upon ne 
in comforts z aànd that I am not afraid to want a Witnels-in 
heryen, that it was my joy, to have a crown put upon Chriſt's 
nead, in that country. O what joy would I have, to fee the 
wind turn upon the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt. and to fee 
my Lore ſeſus reſtored with the voice of praile to his own 
iree throne again; and to brought amengſt you, to fee rhe 
beauty of the Lord's houſe ! I hope, that country will not be 
'o {iIly, as to ſuffer men to pluck you away from them, and 
that ye will uſe means to keep my place empty, and ts brin 
me hack again to the people, towhom I have Ct ae nd 
"15 Church's lawful calling. Dear brother, let Chrift be dcnrer |. 
and dearer to you; let the conqueſt of fouls be top 4nd root, |= i 
wer and bloqm of your js and defires, in this fide of fun F 
and moon: And in the day, when the Lord thall pul} up the 
tour ſtakes of this clay · leut ot the earth, and the laſt pickle of 
land hall he at the nick of falling down in your watch-glaſs, 
2nd the Maſter ſhall eail the ſeryant* of the Vineyard to give 
them their hire 3 yeil eſloem the bloom of this wor/d's 5105 
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like the colours of the rainbow, that no man can pit in his 2 

| purſe and treaſure ; Your labour and pains Hall ther (mile q 
upon ycu. My Lord now hath given me experi-nce Chow : 
beit weak and imall ] that our beit fare here is hunger f 
0 are hut at God's by- card, in this lower houſe; we have cauſe | 
d to long for ſupper-time, and the high table, up in the hig}: : 


palace: This world deſerveth nothing but the utter-court 9. 
| eur ſoul. Lord haſten the marziage-lupper ot the Lamb. 
find it {till peace to give up with this preſent world, it!. 
an old decourted and. caſt-off lover: My bread and drt in 
it, is not ſo much worth, that I ſhou!d not lathe the inns. and 
E up my deſires for Chrift, that i have ſent out ta the He 
lets ereatures in it. Grace, grave be with you. 
5 Aberd. 1033. Tour affedzonate Broi her an 
Mriſts priſoncr, S. N. 


e 


Mich honoured Sir, ** b | | 

Race, mexcy and peace be to you 71 long to hear how 
your ſoul proſpereth : I heave that confidence, that your 

foul mindeth Chritt and falvation : I beſeech you in che Cr. 
give more paws and diligence to tetch heaven, than the 
country ſort of lazy profteſlors, who think their own faith aud 
their own godlineſs, becaule it is their own, beſt ; and co 
tent themſcives with a coldrife cuſtom and courſe, with 2 re. 
ſolution to ſummer and winter in that fort of profetiion, that 
the multitude and the times favour moſt, and are ſtill ſhaping, 
and clipping and carving their faith, according as it may Lei 
{ſtand with cheir ſummer fun and a whole skin; and to breathe 
out both hat and cold in God's matters, according to h 
courſe of the times: This is their compaſs they fail tow: id 
heaven by, inſtead af a better. Worthy and dear Sir, ſeparate 
your felt from ſuch, and bend your (elt, to the utmoſt of you: 
itrength and breath, in running, faſt for Salyation; and 1: 
taking Chriſt's kingdom, ule violence: It colt Chriſt and all 
his followers ſharp ſhowers and hot ſeats, ere they won to 
the top of the mountain: but ſtill our ſoſt nature would ha 
heaven coming to our bed-ſ{ide, when we are ſleeping, and 
ing down with us, that we might go to heaven in 
clothes; but all that came there tound wet feet by the 517, 
and ſharp ſtorms, that did take the hide eff their face, ard 
found to's and fro's, and up's and down's, and many . 
| | * 37 
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by the way. It is impoſſible, a man can take his luſts to heaven | 
1 ich him, ſuch wares as theſe will vot be welcome there. O |: 
low loth are we to forgo our packalds and burdens, that 
binder us to run our race with patience ! It is no {mall wors 
+0 gleuſe ad anger nature, that we may plate God. O | 
tit ke hard to win one foot or half zn inch, out of our own "8 
vill, our own wit, out of our own eaſes and workdiy luſts; 
to deny our ſelf, and to lay, It i: nit 1 but Chriſt, not 1 0 
but grace, not I but God's glory. not I but Gols love confiramng 
we, ut I but the Lord's word, not I bat Chrifi's commanding 
wer as King in me | O what pains, and what a death is it to 
nature, to turn me, my ſelf, my luſt, my cafe, V credit, 
aver in, any Lord, my Saviour, my King, an my God, my 
Luis will, my Lord's grace But alas that idol, that a 
 horiſh creature, wy ſelf, is the maſter-idol we z bow to: 4] 
What made Evah miſcarry? And whit hurried her headlon 
upon the forbidden fruit, but that wretched thing, ber ſelf: 
nat drew that Brother-murtherer to kill Abet ? That wild 
. What drove the old world on to corrupt their ways? 
who but themſelves, and their own pleature * What was the 
caule of Solomon's falling into idolatry, and multiplying of 
range wives? what but himſelf, whom he would rather 
rieale than God? What was the hock that took David, and 
inered him firſt in adultery, but his ſelf-luff ;, and then in 
murder, but his ſelf=credit and elf hengur? Whar led Peter 
onto deny bis Lord? was it not a piece of Hiniſelt, and ſo?y-- 
Joe to a whole skin? What made Judas sell his Maſter for 
0 pieces of money, but a piece of {elf-Joye, idoiiting of 4. 
ar icious ſelf? What made Demas to go off the way of the 
Goſpel, to embrace this preſent world? even ſelf-tove and 
love of gain for himſelf: Every man blameth the devil for 
his ſins ; but the great devil, the houſe-devil of every man, the 
touſe-devil that eateth and lieth in every man's boſorn, is that 
idol that killeth all, hiſelf. Obleſſed are they, who can de- 
./ chemſelyes, and put Chriſt in the room of themſelves? O 
would to the Lord, I had not a my ſelf, but Chriſt; not a 
my luſt, but Chriſt ; not a my eaſe, but Chriſt; not a % he- 
ur, but Chriſt! O ſweet word, Gal. ii. 20. I live no more, 
v4t Cbrift liveth in mel O if every one would put away 
1 his own ſelf, his own eaſe, his own pleaſure, his n 
creazt, and his own twenty things, his own hundred things, 
tat he ſetteth up as idols above Chriſt | Dear Sir, I know 
Will be looking back to your old ſelf, and to your 7 
| 4 
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luſt and ſel fridol, chat ye ſet up in the luſts of youth, above 
Chriſt. Wert Sir, pardon this my freedom of love. God 
1s my Witneſs, that it is out of an earneſt deſire aficr your 


 foul's eternal welfare, that I uſe this freedom ol ſpesch: 


ſun, I know, is lower, ard your evening-sky and fun!: 
nearer than When aw you laſt: Strive to end your tas, 
before night, and to make Chriſt your-/elf, and to ain 
your love and your beart with the Lord. Stand now | 
Chriſt and his truth, when ſo many {all foully, and are falls +, 
him. Ii hope, ye love him and his truth, let me bave pi 
with you to cenfirm you in him. | think more of my Lecd'; 
iweet crols, than of « crown of gold, and a free kingdom !y- 
ing to it, Sir, I remenher you in my prayers to the Lord, 
cording to my promile: Help me with your prayers, that 
Lord would be pleaſed to bring me amongit you again, 
the Golpel of Chriſt. Grace, grace be with you, 
Aberd. 637. Tours in bis ſweeteſt Lord and Maſter, 8. i. 
GJjOHN GORDON of Cardoncſs, ange. 
Dearly deleued in cr Tard, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: 1 long exccedivgly 
F to hear of the cate of your foul, which hath a large 
both of my prayers and careful thoughts, Sir, remember, 
that a precious treaſure and prize is upon this thort play, tt 
ye are nov upon, even the cternity of well or wo to your 
ſoul, ſtandeth upon the little point of your il or well £mpioy- 
ed ſhort and.twift-polting {and-glais : Seek the Lord, * 


—— — 2 — — * 


he may be found; the Lord waiteth upon you. Your ba. 
n little prioe; gold nor ſilver, OL as much bour:.; «> 


would cover the higheſt beavens round abgut, cannot buy it. 
To live as others do, and to be free of open fins, that the 
mul, civility and country-diſcretion as would lie between you: 
and heaven, will not lead you one ſobt or one inch abo 
condemned nature: and therefore take pains upon ſccking o 
ſalvation, and give your will, wit, bamoyr, the green dehrres 
of vouth's pleaſures, off yonr hand to Chriſt. It is not p 
ſible for, you ta know, till experience teach you, how dung. 
rous à time youth is: It is like grez1 and wet timber; hen 


hriſt caſteth fire on it, it taketh not fire: There is necd 


| here of more than ordinary pains z for corrupt nature bath 4 
good back-friend of youth; and ſinrũ ng againſt light wil! put 


ont your candle, and ſtupifie your gonieirnce, and bring uf 
LON: ERS? F94 i | 15 
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it No coverings and skin, and Jeſs jecling aud ſenſe of guilti- 
: and when that is done, the devil is like a mad horſe, 
1: hath broken the bridle, and runneth away with his rider 
Wiither be liſteth. Learn to know chat which the Apoſtie 
new, the deceittulneſs of ſin: Strive to nuke prayer, and 
reading, and holy company, and holy Conterence, your de- 
icht; and when delight cometh in, ye thall by little and 
le (mell the ſweetneſs of Chriſt, till at length your ſoul be 
lead and ears in Chriſt's fweaanels 2 Ihen (hall ye be 
taten up to the top of che mguntain with the Lord, to know 
th» raviſhnients of ſprritaael love, and the glory and excellency 
een, revealed, felt and embraced Chriſt; and then ye 
un! not be able to loole your ſelf off Chriſt, and to bind your 
ul to old lovers: then. and never till then, are all the paces, 
notions, walkings and wheels of your foul in a right tune, and 
2 ſpiritual temper. But if this world and the luits thereof 
>: your delight, I know not what Chriſt can make of you ; 
cannot be mattal tobe a vellel ofglory and mercy. As the 
114 Eveth, thouſand thouſands are beguiled with ſecurity, 
Moi God and wrath and judgment i not terrible to them. 
Stand in aw of God, and of the ivarnings of a checking and re- 
buling conſcience : Make others to ies Chriſt oh You, moving, 
eig, ſpeaking an thinking; your actions will meli of him, 
he in you: there is an inſtinct in the new-born babes of 
Chrilt, like che inſtinct ot nature, that leads birds to build 
eir neſts, and bring up their young, and love ſuch and ſuch 
lacs as whods, forreſts and wilderneſſes, better than other 
places: The inſtinct of nature maketh a man ve his mother 
try, above all countries: the inſtinct of renewed nature, 
and ſu per natural grace, will lead you to ſuck and ſuch works, 
to love your country above, to hghto be clothed with your 
1onſe not made with hands, and to call yeur borrowed priſon 
here below, a borrowed priton : agd to look upon it ſervant- 
its and pilgriumlike : And the pilgrim's eye and lock is a 
dai gful-like diſcontented - caſt of his eye; his heart crying 
«iter his eye, HB, fy, this is not like my country, I recom- 
mend to you the mending of a hole, and reforming ofa failing, 
one or other, every Week ; and put off a ſin cr a piece ol it, as 
danger, wrath, luſt, intemperance, every day, that ye may 
more eaſily maſter the remnant of your corruption. God hath 
given you a, Wife ; love her, and let her breaſts ſatisfie you : 
zd, tor the Lord's ſake, drink no waters but out of your own 
dern; ranges wells are poiſon. Strive to learn ſome neiy 
Wo WR Fo we ee 14 5 e * way 


teouſly, and love your poor foul ; and, after ye have {zen ta.” 


aca beſeeching, 78 by t 
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244 Mr. Ritherfoord's Epiſt. i»: 
way againſt your corruption, from the man of God, M, 1” ;; 
or other ſervants of God: Sleep not found, till ye fd 
telf in chat caſe, that ye dare look death in the face, | „ 
durſt hazard your foul upon eternity, I am ſure, an, 
and inches of the ſhort threed of your life are by-hand, {fn 
1 ſaw you; and that threed hath an end, "As ye have 2. 
hards to caſt a knot, and add one day or 2 finger breadt 1, 
the end of it: When hearing, and ſeeing, and the utt wall: 
of the clay-houſe ſhall fall down, and life ſhall render the he- 
fieged caſtle of clay to death and judgment, and ye find vo 
time worn ebb and run out, what thoughts will ye then hay; 
of idol-pleaſures, that poſſibly are now fweet ? What d 
hire would ye then give for the Lord's favour ? ant 1 
price would ye then give for pardon? It were not amis to 
think, hat if ! mers to receive a doom, and to enter int ; 
furnace of firs and brimſtone ? What if it come fa this, tber. 
Hall baut no portion but utter darkneſs? And what if ! ©: 
brought to thy, to be baniſhed ffom the preſence of Cod, and 
to be given over to God's ſerjeants, the devil, and ibe poor 
of the ſecmd death? Put your foul, by ſuppoſition, in (ach 


a caſe, and conſider, what horror would take Hold of you, an! 


what then ye would eſteem of pleaſing your ſelf in the ca 
of fin! O dear Sir, for the Lord's fake, awake to live r:;'- 
my letter, ſay :vith your self, The Lord will ſcek an accen 
of this warning (have received, Lodge Chriſt ip your ©: 

ly. Receive no ſtranger-hireling as your paſtor. TI bless, 
children. Grace be with you, : 

* Aberd. 1637. Tour lawful and loving paſtor, S. . 
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75 my Lord 'BOYD:. 


My very hinourable and good Lord, SE LE 
Race, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip, Out cb. 
worthy report that I hear of your Zordſhip's zeal for this 
born-doivn and oppreſſed Golpel, I am bold to write to you! 
— mercies of God, by the 
our royal and princely King Jeſia, by the forrow:, 
tears and deſolatiorr of your afflicted Mptber-church, and by 


"ul 
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Chriſt, that your Lordſhip would go on, in the ſtrength - 
Lord, and in the el his might, to beſtir your ſc 9 
len honour of your Lord Jews 7 
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Epiſt. 131. LET TREK #45 
„ Aten hands fot evermore, that ſhall help to put the CrOWn 
upon the head of Chriſt again, in Serta. I dare promiſe, 
in the Name of onr Lord. (hut this Shall Aſt-n and 1x the 
lines and the Rakes of your 5wn honourable houte upon 
earth if vou lend, and lay in pledge in Chviſt's hand (upon 
biritual Fazard ) life, eſtate, boſe, Honour, iet, men, 
trends, the favour of men ( fuppofe kings with three crow ns} 
's beinz ye may beat witnels, and acqu!t your Je!? 15 a man 
of vaiour and comrage, 10 the Vr inte of your ſaivetin, 197 the 
purging of kis Temple, an {weeping out the lordly Lie- 
, time courting Demas's, corrupt Hymeneu's and Ph: 
ug, and other ſuch oxen, that with thei? dung defile the 
{ emple of the Lord. Is not Chrift now crying, Who wel 
Hel we ? Vhs will come out with me, te tate part with me, 
1: ſhare in the honoar of my vitory over theſe mine enemies, 
who have ſaid, We will not have this Man to rule over us? 
My very bonturuble and deer Lord, ſoin juin (as ye do) with 
Chriſt; be is more worth to you, and your p:yterity, than 
is worli's May-flowers, and withering riches and honour, 
that ſhall go away as ſmoke, and evaniſh in a nipht-yifion, 
ard thall in one half-hour, after the blaſt of the archa gel's 
trumpet; lie in white aſhes. Let me beſeech your Lordſhip to 
"raw-by the lap of Fime's curtain, and look in through that 
window to greet and endleſs 1 and conſtder, if 2 
wel price (ſuppoſe this little round ciay-globe of this af 
ind dirty earth, the dying idol of the fools of this worid,/werg 
your or) can be given for one {wile of Chriſt's Cod-Hke 
ind {oul-ravithing countenance, in that day, when ſo many 
Joints and knees of thouſand thoulands wailing thall ſtand be- 
tore Chriſt, trembling, ſhouting, and making their prefers to 
nills and mountains, to fall upon them, and hide them ffom the 
face of the Lamb, O bow many would fefl Lordſhips and 
Kingdoms that day, and buy Chriſt! But, Oh the market 
tall be cloted and ended ere then. Your Lordſhip bath row 
1 bleſſed venture, of winning court with the Prince of the” 
uns of the earth: He himlelf weeping, truth born down 
and fallen in the ſtreets, and an opprefled Goſpel, Chriſt's 
Bride with watry eyes, and jpoiled-of he, 4 ail, her hair hang- 
ing about her eyes, forced to go in ragged apparel, the bant- 
Hed, ſtlenoec and impriſoned prophets of God; who have 
dot the favour of liberty to propheſie in ſackcloth; ali theſe, 
1 (ay, call for your help. © Fear not were of cl, the moth 
Hall eat them às a g Art; let * Lord be your fear, — = 
; 8 or! 
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246 Nt. Ratherforrd's Epiſt. 124 
with you, and mall hght for you : thus ſhall ye caule tHe 11,7 
Ang of thoſs, who arc ready to periſh, come upon you ; in, 
o ſhall make the heart of this your Mother-church to ſins 
oy. The Lamb and his armies are with you, and the Kite. 
donis of the earth, are the Lord's. I am perſwaded, che 
not another Goſpel, nor a not her Saving - truth, than that v 
ye now contend tor. date hazard my heaven and al gn 
upon it, that this is the -aly ſavings. way to glory, Grp. 
grace he with your Lordſhip. | | 
Aberd. 1537. vur Lordſhin' s at all S. K obe di. 


ence in Chriſt, S. R. 


T ROBERT GORDON, Baillie f n. 
Worthy Sir, 
Race, mercy and peace he to you. I long to her; om 
you: Our Lord is with his affli ted Kirk, fo that this 
burning Buſh is not conſumed to aſhes. I know, ſ#6-»-/4; 
on ait ing for the Lord, {hall at length ripen the jos an 
liverause of his own, who arc truly Lied on-Waiters : Whit 
is the dry and miſcarrying hope of all them, who are not in 
Curiſt, but confuſion. and wind? O how pitifully ud wiſe- 
rably are the children of this world begai! whole win co 
meth home to them water, and their gold braſs 1d 
And what wonder, that hopes builded upon fend ſhoudd 
and fink? It were good for us all to abandon the /orlora. ir 
Blajted, and withered hope, we have had in the creatures ; ir 
let us heneeforth come and drink water owt of our n. 
even the Feuntan f living waters, and; build our ſelves 1:4 
cur hope upon Chriſt our Rock: But, alas, that natural love, 
that we have to this borrowed home, that we were bor? 
and that this clay city, the vain earth, ſhould have the jar; 
Mare of our heart! Our oor, lean and emnry” dreams o con» 
fdence in ſomething beſide God, are no further travell du. 
up and down the haugbty and feokleſs creatures. GG 
jay of us, as he laid, Ames vi. 13. Je rejeice in 4 bing 
nongbt. Surely we ſpin our ſpider's weh with pain, and 
aur rotten and tottering houſe upon a lie; and falſhood. 
vanity. O when will we learn to have thoughts higher than 
the ſun and moon, and learn our joy, hopes confidence, ar- 
our ſcul's deſires, to look up to our beſt;comntryy and to 109% 
down to clay tent, ſet up for a night's lodging or two in © 
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23th land, and laugh at our cHH diſh conceptions ard in- 


$3 nations, chat ſuck our joy out of creature i, un, jorrow, 11/- r 
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Epil. 133. IL. ET ERS. 247 
ard rief! U wee teſt Lord Feſus1 © faireſt Godbrad!0 Flewer 
an And angelt] why are we ſuch ſtrange 1, and far H 
5+ lders of thy glory ? O were our bappanels for evermorey, 
that God would 2 a peſt, a botch, 3 leprofic upon our part 
of this great whetc, a tair and well busked world, that clap 
night longer deceive us! But O that God may butn and 
ball our hope bereaway, rather than our hope ſhould live to 
bun us Alas, che wrong fide of Chriſt (to {peas ſo) his hac 
de, bis Juffring fidt, his wounds, his bare coat, his wants 
his rings, the eppreſſions of men done to him, are turp.d to- 
wards nens eyes; and they ie not the beſt and faireſt ſide of 
Chriſt, nor ſee they his amiable face and his beauty, chat wan 
and angels wonder at. Sir, lend your thoughts to theic thing 
25 eden to contemn this world, and to turn your yes and 
heart away from behoiding the maeked beauty of all tninge 
nder time's lam and doom. See him who is inviſible. and his 
inviſible things ; draw by the curtain, and look in with Hking 
and longing to a Kingdom undefiled, that fadeth not away, re» 
ſerved for y.a in the heaven: This is worthy of your pains,znd 
worthy of your ſoul's ſweating, and labowring, and 404 
aſter, night and day. Fire will fly over the darth, and 
chu is in it, even deſtruction from the Aimighty. H, fy us 
pon that hope; that ſhall be dried up by the root! Y upon 
the drunken nighe-bargains, and the drunken and mad coyed 
"ants, that finners make with death and hell after cups, and 
when mens ſouls are mad and drunken with the love of this 
!awleſs life ! They think to make a veſt for their hopes, and. 
e quarters and conditions of hell and death, that they ſhalt 
tave caſe, long life, peace; and in the morning, when the 
laſt trumpet ſhall A. them, then they rue the block. It is 
„me, and high time for you, to think upon death and yout 
=ccounts,and to remember what ye are, where ye will be before 
the Yue of our Lord 1700: J hope ye are thinking upon this. 
Full at your ſoul, and draw ir aſide from the company that it 
is with, and round and hiſper in to it news of eternity, 
judgment, heaven and hell. Grace, grace be with vau. 
Aberd. 1637). Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſas, S. Ro 
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248 Mr. Rutherfogrd's. Epiſt. 135, 
(as the word ſpeaketh) for the Lord, that be will now de yo; 
bis flock, and gather and reſcue his ſcattered ſheep, {ro the 
hands of cruel and rigorous Lords, that have ruled over them 


with force. O that mine eyes might ſee che moonlight wn: 


to the light of the ſun! But | ſtill tear, the qua rel 5; . 
ken covenant in Scotland ſtandeth before the Lord: How ion 
it be, I avouch it before the world, that the Tabernacle of (| 
Lord ſhall again be in rhe midft of Scotland, and the glory © 
the Lord inall dwell in beauty, as the light of many s 
one, in bis land. O what could my ſoul defire ma nt 
to my Lord Jeſus, while Jam in this fleſh, but ther © 45 
and his Kingdom mightthe great amongſt Fews and G 
and that the iſles (and amongſt them, oyerclouded and 
i ned Britain) might have the glory of a noon-day's jun (} 
that I had any thing (J will not except my part in CH 
vad ſet or lay in pledge, to redeem and buy ſuch glory to 
higheit and royal! Prinze, my ſweet Lord ſeſus 1% po; 
little heaven were well beſtowed, if it could ſtand > pry fn: 
ever, to ſet on high the glory of my Lord; but I kno", ': 
need th not wages nor hire at my hand : Yea, I know, it 1 
eternal glory could weigh down in weight, its alone, 2 the 
eternal glory of the bleſled angels, and of all the ſpirits |! 


9 


and perfect men glorified and to be glorified ; Oh alas! Nur 
far am I engaged to forego it for, and give it over to tri” 
ſo being he might thereby be ſet on bigh above ter th 
thouſand millions of heavens, in the conqueſt of many, 
nations to his Kingdom! O that his Kingdom would con! 
O that all the world would ſt-op before him! O blefted 11.5% 
that ſha!! put the erywn upon Chriſt's head in Scotland! E. 
alas I can icarce get leave to ware my love on him! 
find no ways to -ut my heart upon Chriſt; and my love, 
I with my ſoul beſtom on him, is like to die upon my þ%4-, 
and |l.think it no b@irnas-vtay to be hungred with Chritt's 0v-: 
To love him and to want him, wanteth little of hell. an 
ſure, he knoweth, how my joy would ſwell upon me, iron « 
little well to a great ſea, to have as mich of his love, and #5 
wide a ſoul 8 to comprehend it, ti!! I cried, Fuld : 
Tord, no more: But I find, he will not have me to be 1:76 
own-ſteward, nor mine own carver; Chriſt keepeth the H 
of Chriſt (to ſpeak ſo) and of his own love, and he is 2 W = 
Diſtributer than I can take up: I know, there is more in him 
than would make me rux-over, like a coaſt-full ſea. were 
. happy: for evermore, to get cave 
D bf * 
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to ſtand but belide Chriſt 
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bor Chriſt, than that I know, time ſhall put him and me to- 
becher and that in doe and longing hack room and liberty, 


Epiit. 135. "'LET-TERS. 249 
and lis love, and to look in, juppoſe I were iuterdicted of God 
„ come near, touch or embrace, kiſs or {et to my ſinful head 


and drink my ſelf drunken with that /ovely thing. God ſend 


e that which 1 would have ; for i now verily h, more clear 


i; than before, our folly in drinking dead waters, and-in play- 
the whore with our ſoul's love upon runnimg-out wells, 
and len ſheards of creatures of yeſterday, whom time will 
u,, with the penalty of loſing their berng and natural or- 
«11mnts, © | when 2 fouls love is itching (ro ſpeak ſo) for 
„ and when Chriſt in his boundleſs and bittomleſs love, 
ent and excellency, cometh and rubbeth wp and exciteth that 
love, what can be heaven, if this be nor heaven? I am ſure, 
is bit feckleſs, narrow and ſhort love of regenerated. ſinnets, 
s born for no other end, but to breathe, and live, and love, 
and dwell in che boſom,” and betwixt the breaſts of Chriſt: 
Where is there a hed or a lodging for the ſaints love but Chriſt? 
GC that he would take our ſelves off our hand! {or neither we 
nor the creatures can be either due + x15" or lawjul beri- 
tage to love: Chriſt, and rone but Chriſt, is Lerd and Proxy 
j::*tor of it. Oh alas, how piriful is it, that fo much of our 
love goeth by him! O but we be nretchrd waſters of our 
tet 5 love ! I know, it is the deep of bettomileſy and unſcureh- 
able providence, that the ſaints are ſuffered to play the whore 
com God, and that their love gocth a hunting, when God 
«noweth, it ſhall coſt nothing 1 chat ax lupper time. The 
N newed would have it otbherwiſe; and why is it fo, ſeeing 
gur Lord can keep us without nodding, tottering or reeling, 
vr any fall at all? Our defires, 1 hope, ſhall meet with per- 
[£51011 3 but God will have our fins an office-houſe- for God's 
grace, and hath made fin a matter of an law and penalty, 
or the don of God's blood: And howbeit f2 ſhould he our 


jorrom, yet there is a ſort of acquieſcing and reſting upon God's 


d;/penſation required of us, that there is ſuch à thing in us 
* fit, whereupon mercy, 655 wveneſs, healing, curing, in our 
iweet Phyſieian, may fn a Feld to work upon. O what a 
deep is here, that created wit cannot take up! However mat- 


ters go, it is our happineſs to win new ground daily in Chriſt's 


love, and to purchaſe a new piece of it daily, and to add con- 
gusſt ta conqueſt, till our Lord Jeſus and w- be ſo near other, 
that Satan ſhall not draw/ a ſtra w or a threed betwixt us. Aud 
for my elf, I have no greater Joy, in my well-favoured bends 
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amidit wy bonds and foes (whereof chere are not 2 b e 


ef all ranks) to go viſit che borders, and outer coafts my 


rd Tefus's cguntry; and fee, at lealt afar off and da: 
the country which ſhall be mine inheritance, which is my Lend 
felus's due, both through birth and conqueſt. ' I d 1 
£0 all that know God, that the ſtints know not the length arg 
er of tha ſweet darneſt, and of the ſweet green 2 
Detore the harvest, that nughe he had on this Gde „the water. 
if we would take more pains 5 and that we all go tc cane 
With less cargeſt, and lighter purſes of the hoped-ſor n 
han otherwiſe we might do, if we took more pairs 
further in upon Chriſt, in this pilgrimage of our ablence r 
Fatt. Grace, grace and glory be your portion. 
Aberd. 1637. Pure iu his ſweet Lord Jeſus, . 


7 '” "TY by „ | a „ VT TI - = 4 7 ä W oo. het MS ib 0 . — 


T IOHN LAWRIE 
Dear Brathee, 9 | | 

Am lorry that ye, or ſo many in this kingdom, inne 

4 Peet lo much ol me, an empey reed : Verily Law mags 1 

t 8nd peer bud yy hut if the tinkling of my Lord eiue iron 

chaine on legs ind arms could found the high praifes of my 

ral King, whoſe priſoner I am, O how would my joy run 


„* 


cover! H my Lord would bring edification to one ſou! 


op ds, J am ſatisged ; but I know not what I car. do to . 
4 princely and beautiful Welbeloved He is far behind with 
me. Little thanks to me, to ſay to others, his wind blower 
on me, who. m but withered 2nd dry bones: But ſine 
fre me to write to you, either help me tu fit. Chriſt on high, 
for lis repning-over love, in that * heat af his ſweet 577+ v 
hat! melted a frogen heart, elſe I think ye do nothin, © + 
priſoner. I am fully confirmed, that it is the honour of ou; 
Lap: gi uer | ſuffer tor now: I am not aſliamed to give 2; 1c + 
tors of recommendation af Chriſt's leve, to as many 5 i! 
exto! the Lord Jelus and his crafs. If I had not ſailed ti, 
Fha-nrraey to heaven, but had taken the land- way, as mary do, 
# fhould not have known Chriſt's fmcetneſy in ſuch a men 
Bur the truth is, let no man thavk me; for cauſed nat Chriji'+ 
me: His lone came upon a withered me 
ö uld or not (aud yet by coming it procura 
from ne a welenme. ] A heart of iron, and fran-dlors, wil. 
will not hold Cb. out I give him leave to break iren 


wind to blow 


pain 


Bpiſt. 136. LETTERS. 251 
rain of leve for want of p:ſſeſſron, or ſorrow that I dow 
„ thank bim, paineth me moſt: Bur both work upon 
im, For the firſt, O that he would come, and ſatyfic 
e longing ſnl, and fill the hungry ſou! with thele ge d 
inge I know indeed, my guiltinels may be a bar in 
his way; but he is God, and ready to forgive. Aud for the 
ther, Wo, wo is me, that I canvot find en heart to give 
tack again my unworthy little love, for his great ſea- 
{nil o love to me: O that he would learn me this piece of 
graticud- ! O that 7 could have leave to look in, thorow the 
toc of the door, to ſee his face, and ſing his praiſes! Or 
could break up one of. his thamber-windgws, to look 7/2 upon 
is dglighting beauty, till my Lord ſend more! Any little 
-1211147:400 With hin, one of his-Jeve-locks ſhould be my be- 
gun heaven. I know, he is not lordly, neither is the Bride- 
z:20m's love proud, tho' I be black and whlovely, and wware 
ty of him. I would feck but leave, and withal grace, to 
bend my love upon him. I counſel you to think -highty of 
QChrilt, and of free, free grace, more than ye did betore; tor 
{ knoiv that Chriſt is not known. amongſt us. 7 think 7 ſee 
more of Chriſt than ever taw; and yet / lee but little of 
what may be ſeen: O that he would draw-by the curtains, 
ard that the King would come out of his gallery and palace, 
chat / might fee him! Chriſt's love is young glory and young 
hee ven : it would ſoften hell's pains to be fi ed with it. V+ bac 
would I refute to ſuffer, it 7 could but get a draught of love 
t my heart's deſire? O what price can be given jor him! 
Angels cannot weigh him; O his weg t, his worth, his ſweek- 
neſs, his everpaſſing beauty ! If mon and angels would come, 
ad look to chat great and princely One, their c, would 
never take up his depth, their 'narrowneſs Would never com- 
prehend his breadth, beigbt and length: if ten thouſand 
thouland worlds of angels were created, then might all 
tire themielyes in won at his beauty, and begin a- 
gan to wonder of new. 6 that I could win nigh him, to 
% bis feet, to hear by vice, to find the ſmell of bis oint« 
ents ! But oh alas, I have little, little of him; yt 1 long 
for more. Remember my bonds, and belp me with your pray- 
ers; for / world not niger, or exchange my ſad hours, with 


the joy of my velvet adverſaries. Grace be with you. _ 
Averd. June 10. Towrs in his weet Lord 
e e e Jeſia, S. K. 
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Hr. Ratbeſborchs 
To Mr. JAMES FLEMING. | 


Reverend qud welkeloved in our Lord, 


Epili. 139, 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: Lrepeiyed your t c 

which hath refrethed me in my bonds. I canzor ls . x 

Ine unto you, y dear brother, what ſweetneſs I nd in on. a 
Master's croſs ; hut alas! what can LU either do or tw; (Gr 
him? if lmy alone had as many lives, as there hn 


reps ef rain ſince the 
tle for that loyely One 
lorrow is above n 


"wake m 


ry 


' this lan 


creation, I would think tha 
, our Welbeloved; but my pain and m 
| iy luſferings, that 1 find not ways to (et wit 
the praiſes of his ſoye to others: I am not able, by too), 
en, or ſufferipgs, to provoke many to fall in love with lm; 
yt Le knoweth, whom U love to ſerve in the ſpirit, wii 
would do, and ſuffer by his own frength, fo Ge | might! 
y Lord ſeſus lovely and fiyect to many thou 10 
'$ land. I think it amongſt God's wonders, thut be will 
Hoke any praiſe o glory, or any teſtimony to his honourih(. 


7 


g2vlc, from ſuch a forlorn ſinner as | am ; But when Chan 


Worketb, 
Vorket! 


. 


love, his 


Bug 


% 


be plorior 
ont out of poor nothing, 
and angels, and {© many 


aule hath vur been marre 


hs needeth not ask the queſtion, by whom he 


Ay bel chat is on my part; it is a wonder, that this 750 
1 4 ard f ilt, in my foul hands: buf 
rejo1c? in this, that my ſweet 
thing ado, even a r:ady marke 
cqwparable and matchleſs mercy, in my wants: Only =; 
othiom'avretchedneſs, and my wants have qualified 1 

hriſt, and the riches of his glorious grace; he behoves. + 
take me for nothing, pr ele to wang me: Few know the 
Teen aud private feckonings betwixt Chriſt and me ; yt 
love, his boundlels love Would not bide away, nor {ty © 
Home with himſelf; and yet I dem not make it welcome. 
he, when it is come unlent-for 3nd without hire. 
Jedi my heart, that ye write, ye are defixous to join vt" 


— 
9 


4 
* 


$3 iknow,leeing his glory at the beginning did thi 
to ſet up ſuch a fair houfe ior mn 

Tc 8 lorious creatures, to proclaim |. 
Sgcodneſs, power and wiſdom, it I Were burvt to aſhes 
of the ſmoke and powder of my diſſolved body, e 
rail glory to himicl His glory is his end; Oh that } cov © 
ow with him, to make it zy end ! 1 wauld think chat e 
hip with him ſweet and glorious. But alas, few ko W 


_ 


4 


| 
| 
| 
| 


rd Jeſus hath found ame- 
t for his free grace, 


Fin 


me 


| 
| 


— 5 wem — 
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RK in prailing 3 for it is charity £0 help 4 dy vou to pay tas 
ente; but when all have helped ine, my name thall and in 
.. -ourt-book under ten thouſand thoutands of iums unpaid : 
it caleth my heart, that his dear ſeryants WII but tpeak 
me debts 8o ſuch a ſweet Creditor. I deizre, be may lay 
n his own balance and weigh me, it [ would net fain have 

> {aſt of his houndiets love made fo my own ſoul, and to ma- 
«+ cthers- One thing 1 know, We ſhall not all beable to come 
er bis excellency with £y®, beart or tongue ; for he is above 
i] orcared thoughts 3 All nerrons before bim are a nothing, 
and le than merhing 3 he ſitteth 1 the circuit of heaven, 
nd the inhatitants. 0 the earth are us ga e be fore 
„ O that men wou praiſe Lim! Ye complain of your 
private Cale Alas, Lam not the man, whe can {peak to inch 
in one as ye are: Any tweet preſence 4 nave bad in this 
Town, is (1 know) for. this cauſe, that I might expreis anc. 
make it knowp to. others; but i Rever find my (elf nearer 
ert, that royal and prince'y One, than after a great 
Veiel and ſenſe of deadneſs, and graceleſycts : I think, the 
lle of our wants, when withal we have a reſtleſneſs, and 
„ {art of \piritaal impatience under them,; and can meke A 
/in, becauſe we want him whom our ſoul loveth, is that 
hien maketh an open door to Chriſt ; and when we think, 
+c are going backward, becauic we fee) deadneſs, we are go. 
g lor ward; Fox the more ſ-ple, the mor? lite, and no ens 
4rgueth no life. I here is no fweerer fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
an to bring our wund, and our ſores to bim. But for my 
% 1 am aſhamed of Chriſt's goodueſs and love, ſince the 
time of my bonds; for he bath been pleaſed to open up new 


creatures. of love and felt (weetnels, and give - viſitations of 


ve, and acceſs to lümſelf, in this ſtrange land. 1 would 


«ink. 2 all of his love, young and green heaven; and when 


hs is pleaſed to come, and the tide is in, and the ſea tull, and 
de King and a poor priigner. £0 ether in the houſe of wine, 
the black tree of the crols is not lo Heavy 45 ® feather. I can- 
102, i dow not, but give Chriſt an honourable and glorious 
te[timony : 1 (ee, the Lord can ride through his enemies 
tands, and triumph in the ſufferings of his own. and iugt 
bis blind werld ſeeth not, that ſuffering is Cbriſt's armour, 
wherein he is vidoriouns: And they that contend with Zion, 
{ec not what he is doing, when they are ſet to work, as under- 


{miths ard ſervants, to the werk of refining of the ſaints, 


;datan's hand alſo by them, is at the melcng of our Lord's 


veſſels 


2 2 
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254 Mr. Ratbesforr Ds Epiſt. 138. Kr 
veſlels of mercy) and their oftce in God's haut, . 7 
and cleanſe veſſels for the King's table. I marye; n 4, * 1 
h 
A 


them triumph, and fit at eaſe in Zion; our Father p (y, 
up his rods, and keep chem carefully tor his own uſe ; G 
Lord carnot want fre in his houle; bis furnace 3; ; 


, + 21 * * ion 1 
and his fire in ſeruſalem: But little know the 1 
the courſe! and the thoughts ef the Lord. And for your wm. . 
plaints of your miniſtey, I now think all 1 did too ue { 


Plainneſe, freedom, watehluineis, fidelity, ſnall fre! upon 
you, in exceeding large comforts,” in your ſuif irg Tas 
tceding of Chriſt's lambs in private viſitatiors, 2nd coy 
ſing, ir pajintu} preackisg, and fair, honeit and fer 
of the fiock, is a ſufferer's garland. O tenthoutar! rim 
bleſted are the, who are honoured of Chrilt to be f. 
and painful, in wooing à Bride to Chriſt! My. 4-: 5-::5., 
} Kr] ye think more on this, than] can ; and | rejoice that 
your purpoſe is, in the Lord's ſtrength, to back your w: 17h 
ed Maſter, and to core out, and call your felf Chr men, 
when fo many are row denying him, as fearing thit Cn 
cannot do for himſelf and chem. I am a Joſt man {© D 
this, this is the way to ſalvation, even this way that ther 
eall Hereſie; that men now do mock and fcoff at. 3} am on 
ir med now, that Chriſt will accept of his ſervants ſafe: irs 
as good ſervice to him, it the day of his appearance; 119 
that ere it be long he wil be upon us all, and men ina 
. blacks and whites Mall be brougbt out before God, ang: is 
and men. Our Maſter is not far off: Oh if we could 
on, and be feithful The good-will of him who dwelt in © 
buſi:, the tender favour and love, the grace of our Lord, 
Chriſt be with you. Help me with your prayers ; ans d 
fire, from me, other bret! ren, to take courage for their Mu 
Aberd. Ang. 15. 1637. Tours jn his ſweet Lord Jeſus, s. 
" FEM eee ee 2 e CE EISNER 


To Mr. JOUN MEIN 2. 


Worthy and agar Brot ber, 

F Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have been tos 

J in anſweridg your letter, but other buſineſs took men 
I am bere waiting, if the fair wind will turn upon Crit 
Fails in Scotland ; and if deliverance be breaking out to 
over-clouded and benighted Kirk. Oh that we could contert 
by prayers and ſupplications with our Lord for that eff 
know, he hath net given out his laſt deem again this b pi. 
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Epiſt. 139. LETTERS. 255 
{ hayc little of Chriſt in this priſon, but groznings and lons- 
ins, and deſires'; AN my ſtock of Chrilt, is one hunger for 
him (d yet I cannot ſay, but 7 am rich in that] my faith, 
and hope, and holy practice of new obedience, are ſcarce 
ech the fpeaking of: But bleſſed be my Lord, who taketh 
e, light and clipped, and naughty, ard ftecklefs, as Ham. 
e Chriſt will not prig with me, nor ſtand upon ſepping- 
uses, but cometh in at the broad ſide, without ceremonies, 
&: making it nice, to make a poor ranſomed one his 6777. 0 
that / could feed upon his breathing, and kifing, and em- 
bracing, and upon the hopes of my meeting and his, whey 
l,ve-letiers ſhill not go betwixt us, but he ſhall be meſlenger 
h.mſclf; But there is required patience on our part, till the 
lumwner fruit in heaven be ripe for us; it is in the bud, but 
ere be many things to do, before our harveſt come: And 
we cake ill with it, and can hardly endure to ſet our paher- face 
to one of Chriſt's ſtorms, and ty go to heaven with wet fect, 
2nd pain, and forrow. We love to cry heaven to heayen 
with us, and would have two ſunnners in one year, and no 
leis than two heavens but this will not be for us: One, and 
ich an one, may lafhee us well enough; the man Chriſt got 
but one only, and thall we hays two? Remember my love in 
Chriſt o your father, and heip me with your prayers. If 
ye would be a deep Divine, I recomtinerd to you ſanctificati- 
on: Fear him, and he mall reveal his Covenant to you. Grace 
de with yew | 


Aberd. Jar. $. 1637. Tours in his (meet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
Te CARDONESS, Eider. 
Much honowred Sir, 


1 Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have longed to hear 
I om you, and to know the eſtate of your foul, and the 
oſtate of that people with you. I beſeech you, Sir, by the 
a vation of your precious ſcul, and the mercies of God, make 
good and ſure work of your ſalvation, and try upon what 
ground-ſtone ye have builded. Herti and dear Sir, if ye 
be upon ſinking ſarid, a ſtorm of death, and a blaſt will looſe 


Chriſt and you, and waſh you cloſe off the Rac): : O for the. 


Lord's ſake, look narrowly to the work. Read over your life, 
with the light of God's day-light and fan ; for ſalvation is not 
caſten down at every man's door: It is'goad to look to your 


compais, and all ye have need of, ere ye take ſhipping ; for n 


wind 


. 9 


255 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epi. 130 
wind car blow you back again. Remember, when then 8 A 
enced. and the play either wn or loit,undt ve are int itmob 
eirele and border of time, and fhall put your foot u, a, 
march of eternity, and all your good things of this ther; nig. 
dream ſhali ſeem to you, like the aſhes. of 2 bl ze of thay, 
ſtraw, and your poor aul ſhall be crying, Lodging, Io, 
Yor Gods 11 F hen ſhall your foul be more glad + 2. , 
your Lord's lovely and bomely miles, than ye 4d 
charters of three worlds for all eternity. Let ple: us ang 
gin, will and defires ofchis world, be put over is Gd !:21:4 | 
as arrelted and fenced goods, that ye cannot intro wink 
Now when ye are drinking N e of your cup, and ys 
are upon the utmoit ends of the laſt link of tine, 1a 
like deach's long thadow, is caſting a covering upon: your dye; 
it is no time to court this yain lite, and to {et love nil | 
upon it: It is near after upper; feck reſt and eaſe fr yu 
lou], in Cod through Chriſt. Believe me, I hid 4:4 
wreilling, to play fir with Chriſt, and to keep good g 
with him, and keep love to him in integrity and li! 
keep a conſtant courſe of found and ſolid daily) co 
with Chritt: temptations are daily breaking the threed o+ tha 
eourſe, and it is not eaſie to caſt a knot again, ard many knots 
make evil work. O how fair have many ſhips been p'v.n; 1 


! 
C 


fore the wind, chat, in an hour's ſpace, have been ivinz in 
the ſea- bottom! How many profeſſors . caſt à golden uf 
as if they were pure gold, and yet are, under that skin 
cover, but bale and reprobate metal! And how many ke. 
breath in their race many miles, and yet come ſhort of 
prize and the garland! Dear Sir, my foul would mourn |: 
lecret for you, if I knew your caſe with Cod to be but 144 
work: Love to have you Jhchored upon Chriſt, maketh a- 
fear your tottering and ſlips: Falſe ander- water nor ſeen, 

the ground Gf an enlightned conſcience, is dangerous; 5 
often failing and finning againſt light: krow this, that theft 


- 
— 


' who never had {1:4 nights nor days in conſcience for ſin, c. 


not haye hut luch a peace with God, as will undercot, 41d 
break the fleſh again, and end in a ſad war at death. O bow 
fearfully are thouſards beguiled with falle hide- grown 
old ſins, as if the foul were cured and healed ! Dear Sir, 1% 
ever nature mighty, lofty, heady and ſtrong in you; and 
was more for you, to he mortified and dead to the wort, 


than another common man: Te will take 2 low ebb, and a 


deep cut, and à long lance, to go to the bottom «i y©-r 
1 5 eee eee, | , wounds, 


F 


— .+4«<t% be 
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wounds, in taving humiliation, to make you a wen prey tor 
Fritt, Be humbled, walk ſoftly ; down, down, for God's 
ike, 1.9 car and worthy Brother, with your top-lall : Stoop, 
isa low entry to go in at heaven's gates: There is in- 
ute juſtice in the party, ye have to do with: ; it is his Natures 
net 10 acduit the guilty and ihe ſinner: The law of God will 
not ward one farthing of the finner ; God forgetteth not both 
tho (4uticner and the ſinner; and every man muſt pay, either 
ir -i3 own perlon (O Lord, fave you from that payment) or 
„» Coutioner, Chriſt. It is violcnce to corrupt nature, for 
4 122 0 be holy, to lie down under Chriſt's feet, to quis 
will, pleaſure, worldly love, earthly hope, and an itching of 
rt alter this fairded and overgilded world, and to be 
nine that Chriſt trample upon all. Come in, come in to 
Christ, and fee what ye want, and find it in him: He is the 
kt rat (as we uſe to fay) and the neareſt way to an outgate | 
0 all your burdens. I dare ayouch, ye ſhall be dearly wei- 
come to him; my ſoul would be glad, to take part of the joy, 
e ihculd have in him. I dare ſay, angels pens, 2vgeis tongues, 
14), as many worlds of angels, as there are are dcops of wa- 
iy all the ſeas, and fountains and rivers of the earth, can- 
ut paint him out to you: I think, his fweernels, fince | was 
z priſoner, hath ſwelled upon me to the greatneis of two 
heavens: O for a foul as wide as the outmoit circle of the 
hiz-heſt heaven that containeth all, ro contain his love { And 
could hold little of it. O world's wonder! O if mv 
aul might but lie within the imell of his love, ſuppoſe I coud 
gz et no more but the ſmell of it! O but it is long to that day, 
when 1 fall have a free world of Chriſt's love! O what a 
iht to be up in heaven, in that fair orchard of the'new. para- 
4112; and ro ſee, and ſmell, and touch, and kits that fair Field- 
7 ower, that ever-green Tree of life! His bare ſhadow were 
-nough for me; a fight of him would be the earneſt of heaven 
to we. Fy, fy upon us, that we have love lying ruſting be- 
ide us, or, which is worſe, waſted away upon Fochſur ob- 
jects, and Chriſt ſhould lie his alone. Wo, wo is me, that 
ui hath made ſo many mad-men, ſeeking the fools paradiſe, 
are under ice, and ſome good and deſirable thing, without 
and apart from Chriſt. Chriſt, Chriſt, nothing but Chriſt, 
can cool our loye's burning languor: O thirſty love wilt 
then ſet Chriſt, the Well of life, to thy bead, and. drink thy 
Fit „ drink and ſpare not, drink love, and be drunken with 
Chriſt ? Nay, alas, the diſtance betwixt us and Clrilt is * | 


* 


258 Mr. Ratherfoords Epiſt. 140. 
O i wo were rlaſyed in other's arms ! We fliould never wit 
again except heaven froin'd and ſunder'd As; at that 64s. 
not be} I deſire your children to ſeek this Lord: dete thy 
from me to he requeſted, for Chriſt's ſake, to be helle 304 
happy, and cume and take Chriſt, and ali rlings with lig 
Let them beware of glaſſy and Hippry youth, of tooliſh 1 oung 
motions, of worldly iuits, of decervable' gain, of wicked con 
puny of curiing, lying, blaſpheming, and foolifh raikire; 
et them be filled with the Spirit, acquaint themſelves wich 
daily praying, and witir the ſtore-houfe of wifdom am . 
fort, the good word of God. Help the fouls of the poor noople; 
that my Fo: d would bring me again among them, nat 
might tell uncuuth and great tales of Chriſt to them Re. 
ceive not a stranger to preach ary other doctrine to hem. 
Pray for me, his priſoner of hope. I pray for you without 
ceafing e | write my bleſſing, earneſt prayers, the love of Cod, 
and ihe: ſrreet preſence of Chriſt to you, and yours and tien. 
Grace, grace, grase be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Dor law fal and loving Paſtor, S.R. 


ett. r 
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To the Fall F LOT HI AN. 


Right brnourable and my very worthy and noble Lord, 
Ur of the honourable and good report, that I hear c, 
your Terdſbip's good-will and kind eis, in taking 
heart the honourable cauſe of Chriſt, and his aflifted Church, 
and wronged truth, in this Land; I make bold to ſpeak 2076 
in paper to your TLordſbip at this diftanee, which | truit 
your LorAſhip will take in good part. It is your Lfd. 
honour and eredit, to put to your hard (as ye do, ab ha- 
nur to God) to the falling and tottering tabernacle of Chriſt, 
in this your Mothes-char 2. and to own Chriſt's wrongs, 25 
your own wrongs. O bleffed hand, which ſhall wipe and dr 
the watry cyes of our weeping Lord Fefus, now going 
mourning in ſackcloth in his members, in Bis Spouſe, in bis 
truth, and in the prerogative-royal of his Kingly power. 2 
needeth not ſeryice and help from men; but it plea'-th bis 
wiſdom to make the wants and lofles, ſores and wounds 9: 
his Speuſe, n field and an office -houſe, for the zeal of his ſervants, 
roexerciſe themſelves in: Therefore, ay noble and dear Lr d, 
go on, go on in the ſtrength of the Lord, agaiiift all ben 
on, to fide with wronged Chriſt. The d Ry * Wards 
ing of Krokes of Chris Brite, ths Ping's Mg 


: ** : 
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liks 2 e of the reſt of the Wa to heaven, knotty, rough, 
tormy. ard fall of thorns: Many would follow Chriſt, bur 
with acer vation, that by open proclamation Chriſt would 
» down crollesy and cry up fair-weather, and a ſummer- 
y ard lun, till we were all tairly landed at heaven. I know 
vour Leraſhip hath not ls learned Chriſt, but thar ye irtend 
to etch heaven, ſuppoſe your father were Randirig in your 
wy. aud to take it with the wind on your face; lor ſo both 
form and wind was on the fair face of your lovely Fore- runner, 
Chril, all his way. It is poſſible, the fuccets anſwer not your 
«irs, in this worthy cauſe: what then? Dutics are ours, 
it cyents are the Lord's: And I nope, it your Lordjbip and 
(chens with you ſhall go on to dive to the loweſt gronnd and 
wtrom of the knavery and perfidious treachery to Chriſt, of 
de carted and wretched Prelates, the Antichrift”s firſkeborn, 
nd ze fitſtefruit of his fou! womb, and tall deal with our 
-overztgn( law going betore you) for the realonable ard im- 
bartl, hearing of Chrift's bill of complaints, and ſet your 
es ingly co ſeeł the Lord and his face, your :ighteouſne!s 
42, break through the clouds, that prejudice hath drawn c- 
ver it; and ye Hall, in the ſtrength of the Lord, bring our ba- 
ine and departing Lord Telus home again to his {anftuory. 
ther mutt your Lordſhip ad viſe with Azſh and blood ty: 
„ at wink; and in the dark reach your hand to Chrift, 
"1 tollow him. Let not mens fiinting, diſcourage you, nei- 
er be trad of mers cauny viſdom, who in this ſtorm take 


de nearett ſhore,” and go to the lee and calm ſide of the CGof- 


and hide Chrilt {i ever they had him) in their cabinets, 
they were aſhamed of him, or as it Chriſt were ftelen 
wales, and would bluſh before the ſun. My very dear and 
note Lord, ye have rejoiced the hearts of many , that ye have 
„ choſce of Chriſt and his golpel, whereas fach great 
'-npttions do ſtand im your way: But I love your profel- 
vn the better, that it endureth winds ; if we knew our ſelves 
al, to want temptations is the greateſt tempration of all : 
either is father nor mother, nor court, nor honour, in this 
erluſtred world, with all its paintry and fairding, any thing 
hen they are laid in the balance with Chriſt, bur ſea- 
ders, thadows, night-dreams and ſtraws. O it this world 
deu the excellenzy, ſweetneſs and beauty of that high and. 


l 
i 


oy Ode, that 'Fatreſt among the ſons of men! Verily they 


iwoui6 fee, if their love were bigger than ten heavens, all in 
-irclss witoat oetict; tharit were Il tos Eitle for Chrilt ou 
\ hi ( Lor 
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Lord. I hope, your choice ſhall not repent you. whos |, 
Mall come to that rwilight berwixt time and eter; icy, and 
ſha!! ſee the utn:aſt border of time, and ſhail draw the: 

and look into etcrnity, and fhall, one day fee God tike the 


heavens in his hands, and fold them together, like #n old /-11; 
_ garment, and ſet on fire this clay-part of the creaticy o 4 


and conſume away in imoke and athes the A= of pay 
tools, why think there is not a-better country, ten this hes 
cauntry of dying Clay, Childrencannot inake eompariten 1-17), 
betwixt this life and that to come; and therefore (heb. 
this world, who ice no better, mould in then ere 
heaven of their own coining;, b=caule they tee no turths 

the neareſt ſide of time. I dare lay in pawn my hows of bo; 
that thisreproached way. is the only way of peace: ! 1! , 111: 
the way that the Lord hath icaled with his comfort, 
my bonds tor Chriſt ; and ] verily eſteem, and find -h 
fetters for that lovely One, Chriſt,to be warred over wit! 


conſolat ions, and the love imiles of that lovely Bridcr roy: 


tor Whole coming we wait: And when be cometh, then ſha! 
the blacks and whites of all men conic before le (no, then 
hall the Lord put a final d:cifion upon the plcas the! 
hath with her adverſaries: And as jalt as time poltet!; 5a, 
(which neither ſitteth, nor ſtandeth, nor Neepeth) a» fat tis 
our hand-breadtt. of this ſhort winter-night flying away, ond 
the sty of cur long-laſting day drawing near its breaking 
Except your Lord ſhip be plealed.to plead for me, again! i 
tyranny © Prelates, I ſhalt be forgotten in this prilon; 
they did ſhape my deem according to their new laivieis - 
nons, which is, that a deprived miniſter ſhall be utterly + 
lenced, and not preach at all, which is a cruelty, comma 
to their own former practices. Now, the only wife God, 
very God of peace, contri, ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh jou. 
Lcr7nip, upon the Stone laid in Zzon, and be with 04 tor 
ever. Gt 
Aberd. 1637. Pur Lordſhi:'s at all refpedive chedit. 
ia in bis [weet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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T JEAN BROWN. 


. 
- 


od 


Mitre, Nn 3 
face, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear ho 

your ſoul preſpereth. I earneſtly defire your on-gu'"s 
1 kgov, Ye ice yen 5 y meltett 4 


Wa! 


toward your Country: 
E nt IVY 5 aki WO: 


” * 

Epitt. 141. 'L ETTE R 8. 261 
Day by little and little, and that in ſhort time ye will he püt 
de ond time's bounds; tor life is a poſt that ſtandeth not il ill, 
1nd ou; joys here are born weeping, rather than laughing, 
1nd they die weeping. Sin, fin, this body of ſin and corrup- 
don, imbittercth and poiſoneth all our enjoy ments. O that 
were v here 1 ſhall ſin no more! O to be freed of 
theſs chains and iron fetters, that we carry about with us 7 
Lord, loſe the ſad Priſoners. Who af the childreg of God have 
act. cauſe to ſay, that they have their fill of this vain !{it, and 
i'ke 2 full and fick ſtomach, to with aft 2:74 -{c:pper, that the 
ſupper were ended, and the table drau t, that the fick man 
mph: win to bed and enjoy reſt? We have cauſe ti re a 
11:4-japper of the beit meiles, thot this world can dreſs up for 
us; and to cry to God, that he would remove the table, and 
put the fi-hct fouls to reſt with himſelf. O tors long playe 
44 with Chriſt, and our long laſting vacance of reit | Glad 
way their ſouls be, that are fate over firtth, Chiiſt having pay- 
ed the fraught: happy are they, who have paſt their rare 
and weariſom time of apprenticeſhip, and are now freemen 
and citizens in that Joyful high city, the new Jeruſalem. 
Alas! that we ſhovid be glad of, and rejoice in our tetters, 
nd our priſon-houſe, and this dear /nns, a life of ſin, where 
we are ablent from our Lord, and ſo far from our home 0 
thac we could get bonds and law-(uretiſ}:y of oft love, that 
it faſten not it elf on theſe clay-dreams, theſe clay-ſhadows 
ind worldly. yanities | We mię ht be OHner tecing what they 
are doing in Heaven, ald our heart more ſrequentiy upon our 
liveet trealure above. We ſmell of the ſmoke of this lower- 
Loulſe of the earth, becauie our hearts and our thoughts are 
here : If we could hauut up with God, we ſhoutd imell of 
neaven, and of our country above, and we ſhould look ke out 
country, and like rangers or people not born or brought up 
hereaway: Our A would not bite upon us, if we were 
heayenly-minded. I know no obligation the trants have to 
this world, ſeeing we fare but upon the ſinoke of it and it 
there be my ſmoke in the houſe, it bloweth upon dur syes: 
All our part of the table i rcewarth a drink of water; and 
when we are ſtricken, we dare not weep, but ſtea! our grief A- 
way betwixt our Lerd and us, and content our ſelves with 
ito.en ſorrow behind backs. God be thanked, we have many 
"ings that- ſo ſftroalk.us 2gainſt the hair, as we may pray, Go 

Fee? cur better home, God hleſi 85 farber r beuſe, and . 


* 


—— — 4a 4 


im be, that hloweth us te ſeek our beſt lodging. om n. 


4. 


hunęry, waſte wilderneſs, he allureth her; he whiſpered nus 


262 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 12 
this is belt fruit of the croſs, when we, from th bo "Xx 
the dear inns, cry the mere, that God would fend as 1; 
te land us, bungred and opprefſed ſtrangers, at the 7, of bn 
Father's houſe, which now is made in Chriſt our kind . 
tage. O then let us pull up the Rakes and ſtoop: of 51 . 
aud take our tent on our back, and go with our ir 
our beſt home; for here we have n continuing city. 
waiting in hope here, to ſez what my Lord will do with n,. 
Let him make of me what he pleaſeth; providing he ml 
glory to himſeif out of me, I care not. I hope, yea 1 wm py, 
ture, that I am for Chriit, and all that I can or may: +4) 7, 
for him: am his everlaſting debtor or dyvour, and {i} 1 
be; for alas I have nothing for him, and he gettethlitth /-; 
vice of me ! Pray for me, that our Lord would be pen 4 + 
give me houſe-room, that I may ſerve him in the 42 |. 
hath called me unto, Grace be with you. 5 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in by ſweet Lord Tejiic 5 
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7 ROBERT STEWART. 


My very dear Brother, _ 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you: Ye are heartily gel. 
come to my world of {utfering, and heartily w-lcome t- 
myMaſter's houte, God give you muck joy of your new M 
If T have been in the houle before you, ! were not faith 
ive the houſe an ill name, or to ſpeak evil of the Lord pft 
family : I rather wiſh God's holy >pirit (O Lord,breath: «1 1 
ane with that Spirit) to tell you No faſhions of the ho 
One thing I can ſay, by on-waiting ye will grow a great mar 
with the Lord of the houſe: hang on, till ye get toms good 
from Chriſt; lay al! your loads and your weights by fait“ 
upon Chriſt ; eaſe your ſelf, and let him hear all: he cor, 


he dow, he will bear you, howbeit hell were upon your back, 


i rejoice that he is come, and hath choſen you in tlie furnace; 
it vas even there where ye and he ſer tryſt: That is an 014 
gate of hriſt's, he keepeth the good old faſhion with you, t1:'t 
was in Hofea's days, 95 il. 14. There bebold I will ale 
Ber, and bring ber to the wilderneſs, and ſpeak to her heort : 
there was no talking to her heart, while he and the were 1: 
the fair and flouriſning city, and at caſe z but out inthe co 


into her ear there, and ſaid; Thou art mine. What woald ye 


1 1 
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(Link of ſuch 2 bede? Ye may Joon do wore than tay, Lord, 
held all; Lord Feſus, a Bargain be i, it Jhall not go back on 
n fide. Ye have gotten a great advantage in the Way 
exver, that ye have ſtarted to the gate in the morning 4 jike 
1 fo! as 1 was, I ſuffered my fun to be high in the heaven, 
and near aſternoon, before ever I took the gate by the end: 
pray you now, keep the adyantage ye have. My Heat, be 
not lazy ; {et quickly up the brace on hands and feet, as if the 
laſt pechle of land were running out oi. your £laſs, and death 
vere coming to turn the glaſs: And be very careful to take 
heed to your feet, in that ſlippry and dangerous way of youth, 
that ve are walking in: The deviland temptations now have 
the advantage of the brae of you, and are upon your wand 
„and your working hand; dry timber will ſoon take fre : 
br covetous and zreedy of the grace of God, and beware that 
not holine!s that cometh only from the croſs; tor too 
many are chat way diſpoſed, Pſal. Ixxviti. 34. When be flew 
them, then they ſought him, and they returned and enquired 
early after Ged. Verſe 36. Nevertheleſs they did flatter 
inn with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their 
Anoues. It is a part of our hypocriſie, to give Gad far white 
words, when he Lath us in his grips (if I way N {o) and to 
Hatter him till we win to the fair fields again. Try well green 
zochlincls, and examine what it is ye love in Chriſt: if ye 
ove but Chriſt's ſun-fide, and would have only ſummer-wee- 
her ard a land gate, not a ſea-may to heaven; your proteſ- 
aon will play you a flip, and the winter- well will go dry again 
in unser. Make no ſports nor bairns-play of Chriſt ; but 


labour for a ſound and lively ſigbt of fin, that ye may judge 


your ſelf an undone man, a damned laue of het! and fin, one 
Hing in your mn blood, except Chriſt come and rue up ni ou, 
and take you up; and therefore make ſure and taſt work of 


converton : caſt the earth deep; and down, down with the 


-/4 work, the building of confuſion, that was there before; and 


er Chriſt lay new work, and make a new creation within you. 


Look if ChrifPs rain goeth down to the root of your withered 
Plants, and if his love wound your heart while it bleed with 
J-rrow for fin, and if ye can pant and fall aſwoon, and be like 


to die fox that lovely One, Jeſus : 1 know, Chriſt will not he 


o 


* 


1 in well. doing: The ſancti ned croſs is a fruitful tree, it 
geingeth forth many apples. If I ſhould tell you by forme 
weak experience, what 1 have found in Chriſt, ye os otheys 

aaa 7” could 


hid u hetethe is; grace will ever ſpeak for it ſelt, and be fruit- 
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| could hardly believe me: I thought not the hundred 
it Chrift long, fince, that 7 do now; tho? alas ! my ttausbte a7 
| ſtill infinitely} below his worth. I have a dwinins. fits oa 
pained Ife, for's real poſleſſion of him; and am trouble! wil 
lv e- braſbes and love-ſevers; but it is a ſweet pain. 
refuſe go conditions.not hell excepted, ( reſerving alwxys! 4 
hatred) to buy pnii-Mon of ſeſus: but alas! / am vor + . 
chant, who hays any morcy to give tor him; I neil 
come to a good cheap market, where wares are hal 
thing, elſe / go home empty: But 7 have caſten this v 


x * 
TI | 4 


7 
fo 
5 1 


yp, on Chriſt, to get me himiciſ; Thave his faith, and truth, and 
. promiiſe (as a pawn of his) all engaged that I ſhall ol 1. 
} which my hungry deſires would be at, and 7 efterr he the 
"Rx choice of my happineſs : And for Chriſt's crofs, efpecia's ty. 


. garland and flower of all croiles, to ſuffer for his name, I cilics 
„ it more than { can write or ſpeak ts you; ahd / write it nn 
minc own hand to you, it. is one of the ſters of the (4d: 

ts our country, and Chriſt (whoever be one is {till at ce | 

vy end of this black tree, and lo it is hut as a feather ton 
need not run at leiſure, becaule of a burden on my back; 1+ | 
back never bare the like of it; the more heav:ly croj-4 br 
Chriſt the ſoul is, it is ſtill the lighter for the journ-v. ow 
would to God, al! cold-blocded, faint-bearted foidiers ©: 
weuld look again to Telus. and to his love; and When tlie 
7 would have them to loc again and again, and fill theinic' ves 
with beholding of Chriſt's beauty; and I dare lay ther: 
Chr: would come in great court and requeſt wit) mins - 
The virgins. would flock faſt about the Bridegroomn. ! 
would embrace and take hold of him, and not let hr 
4 But when 1 reve ſpoken of him till my head rive, II.. 
Juſt nothing, | may begin again. A God-head, a God- 44 
is a world's wonder : Set ten thouſand thouſand nev nu 
worlds angels and clett men, and double them in numb. 
ten thouſand, thoaſand, thouſand times; let their hes 
tongues be ten thouſand thouſand times more agile and 127g”, 
than the heart and tongues of the Seraphims, chat Rand n 
fix wings before him, Iſa. vi. 2. When they have laid 19: 
the gloxiſyirg and praiſing of the Lord ſeſus, they have ti 
ſpoken little or nothing : His love will bide all potſſivic © 


* 


"by 
4 
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1 tures to praiſe. Oh if I could wear this tongue to the ſtein, 
7 in cutol ing his hi But it i TR inp fortron 
Oo in-<xtol'ing his highneſs ! But it is my daily-growing iro 
16 4 that lam confounded with his incomparable love, and be 


me 


ſo great things for my ſoul; and he gat never yet any thing 0 


ves 


Spiſt. 143. N. 265 
de worth the ſpeaking of r, I charge you, help me to 
nraife him: lt is a ſhame to ſpeak of what he hath done for 
e and what 1 do to him again. Tam fure, Chriſt hath many 
lrowned dyvours in heaven beſide him; and when we are con- 
Feened, man and angel, at the great day, in that tair laſt 
meeting, We are all but his drowned dyv sure: It is hard to 
2 who oweth him moſt ; if men could do no more, 1 would 
hive them to wonder: If we cannot be filled with Chrilt'slnye, 
we way be filled with wondring; Sir, I wouid ſ could per- 
wade you to grow fick for Chriſt, and to long after him, and 


„ paired with love for himſelf; but his tongue is in heaven, 


ka can do ic! To him and his rich grace I recommend you. 
ora y yau, pray for me, and forget not to praiie. 

Aberd. june 17+ 1637. Durs in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
——— — — p — — — — — 


To the Lady GAITGIRT H. 


Miftreſs, 
2 Race,” mexcy and peace be to you: I long to know how 
matters ſtand betwixt Chriſt and your ul. 7 know ye 
und him (till the longer the better, time cannot change him 
in ais love: Ye may your felt ebb and flow, rile and fall, wax 
and wane ; but your Lord is this day as he was yeſterday; 


and it is your comfort, that your ſalvation is not rolled upon 


whee's of your on making, neither have ye to de with a 
Chrilt of your own ſhaping: God hath ſingled out a Media- 
ror, ſtrong and mighty ; if ye and your R. were as heavy 
as con hills or hells, he is able to bear you, and ſa ve you to the 
utter moſt. Your often ſeeking co him, cannot make you a 
burden to him. [know Chriſt comꝑaſſionateth you, and mak- 
eth a moan for you, in alt your dumps, and under your 
don caſtings; but it is good for you, that he hideth himſelf 
lom-times : 815 not niceneſs, dryneſs, nor coldneſs of love, 
that cauſeth Chriſt withdraw, and ſtip- in under a curtain and a 
vail,that ye cannot ſee him; but he knoweth, ye could not bear 
with pep-fails, a fair gale, a full moon and a high {pring-tide 
ot his felt love, me always a fair ſummer-day and a ſum- 
mer. ſun of a felt and poſſeſſed and embracing Lord Jeſus. His 
kites and his viſits to- his deareſt ones are thin ſown: He 


could not tet outyhis rivers. of love upon his own, bur theſe 


rivers would be in hazard to looſe a-young plant at the root; 


and he knoweth this of you: Ye ſhould therefore friſt Chriſt's - 


kindneſs, as to its ſenfiblz _ full manifeſtations, till ye = 
| 2 3 5 


n 
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he be above ſun and moon; that is the country where ü 
be enlarged for that love, which ye dow rot now 9. ptain. 
Taft the burden of your ſweet babes upon Chriſt, ac 
ten your heart, by laying your Al! upon him, be will he thei 
Ged, hope to ice you up the mountain yet, and Hd in ;4, 
{alvation of God: Frame your ſelf for Chriſt, and gloc n 
upon his croſs. / find him fo ſweet, that my love, Tuppole 7 
would charge it to remove rom Chriſt, would not oe; me; 
His love hath ſtronger fingers than to let go its grips of 1. 
bairns, who cannot go but by ſuch à hold as Chriſt, «+ \\ 
ood that we want legs of our own, fince we may barten 
om Chriſt ; and it is our happineſs that Chriſt is unde 
alt of cautionry for heaven, and that Cbriſt is bock 
ven, as the principal Debtor, for ſuch poor bodies as we ++, 
J requeſt you, give the Loird your husband thanks tor h.. 
care of me, that he hath appeared in publick for à hr fore 
Chriſt: / pray and write mercy — peace and bieſſings 60 
im and his. Grace, grace be with you for ever. : 
Averd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſm, 8. 


To Mr. JOHN FERGUSHLL I. 


| Reverend and dear Brother, 

Race, mere and peace be to you: My longings and ge. 

fires for a fo he of the new-builded tabernacle o 

again in Scotland, that tabernacle that came down fron hea- 
ven, hath now taken ſome lite again, when 1 ſee Chriſt n. 
king a mint to ſow vengeance among his enemies. care nt 
if this land be ripe for ſuch a great wonderful mercy ; but / 
know, he muſt do, wheneyer it is done, without hire. / 
And the grief of my filence, and my ſear to be holden at th! 
. door of Chriſt's houſe, ſelling upon me; and the truth ©, 
were it not that I am dawted now and then with picccs cf 
Chriſt's fweet love and comforts, I fear / ſhould hav» runde 
an ill bromſt of this hanourable croſs, that 7 know iq’ a lt 
and filly-minded body as Tam, is not worthy of: For / havc 
little in me but ſoftneſs, and ſuperlative and exceliiv* appre- 
' henſions of fear, and ſadneſs, and forrow ; and often 0 * 
terrors do ſurround me, becauſe Chriſt looket! not ſo . 
vourably upon me, as a poor witneſs would have him : 4:1 / 
Wonder, how I have paſt a year and a quarter's impriſonme nt, 
without ſnaming my ſweet Lord, to whom I deſire to be fairh- 
ful; and / think /ſhall die but even minting and aiming to mw 
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and honour my Lord Jeſus. Few know how fore and empty 
7 ;m at home; but it is a part of marriage-loye and husband- 
ove, that my Lord eſus goeth not to the ſtreets with his 
chiding, againlt me: It is but ſtolen and concealed anger that 
/ £14 and feel, and his gloows to me are kept under re, that 
el rot have mine enemies hearing what is betwixt me and 


Chen: And believe me, I ſay the truch in Chriſt, the only 
and w.r word in my cup, and that which hath filled me 


ith fear, hath been, leſt my fans, that W and moon 2nd the 
i,ord's children were never witneis to, ſnould have moved m 

ord to ſtrike me with dumb Sabbaths: Lord pardon my ſoft 
ard weak jcalouſies, if J be here in an error. Ay very dear 
brother, 7 would have looked for more large and more parti- 
cular letters from you, for my comfort in this; tor your werds 
ore have ſtrengthened me: 7 pray you, mend this, and he 
chankfu! and painful, while ye have 2 piece or corner of the 
Lord's Vine yard to dreſs, O would to God 7 could have leave 
„ leu you to break the. clods! But 7 wiſh I could com- 


wach my foul lence, and wait upon the Lord. I ani lure, 


ie Chriſt lives, I am well enough fr:end-ftead ; I hope he 
will exrznd his kindneſs and power for me; but God he 
thanked, it is not worſe with me, than a croſs for Chriſt and 
Mis truth. I know he might have pitched upon many more 
zbvice and worthy witnefles, if he had pleaſed ; but / ſrek 
% more (be what timber I Will, ſuppoſe I were made of a 
mece of hell) than that my Lord, in his infinite art, hew 


ory to his Name, and enlargement to Chriſt's kingdom, out 


me. Oh that I could attain io this, to detire that my part 
vf Chriſt might be laid in pledge for the heightring of Chriſt's 
throne in Britain | Let my Lord redeem the pledge, or, i he 
Pleate, let ir fin} and drown unredeemed : But what can / add 


him? Or what way can à [mothered and born-down pri- 


loner tet out Chriſt in open market, as 2 lovely and deſirable 
A4, to many ſouls? J know, he ſeeth to his own glory, bet 
ter than my ebb thoughts can dream of; and thee che wheels 
2114 paces of this poor diſtempered Kirk are in is hands, and 


vat things ſhall roll as Chriſt will kave them: Only, Lord 


i7y/7 the matter; ſo, as Chriſt may be made a Houſhojder and 
Lord again in Scotland, and wet faces for his departure :nay 
be dried at his ſweet and much-defired welcome home. I ſee, 


in all our trials, our Lord will not mix our wires and his 


grace over-head through other ; but he will have each man to 
o his awn, that the like of me may (ay, in my ſufferiugs, 
| 224 7578 


j 
| 
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Thy is Chriſt's grace,and this is but my coarſe ſtuſ; thi; i; ** 
grace, and this is but nature and reaſon. We know wit on 
legs would play us, it they ſhould carry us through au ⁰ @7 
ters; and the lea? thing our Lord can have of us,is, tor, 
weareprace's debtors, or grace s dyvours, and that nt i 
a baſe houſe and blood; and grace is better born, ade 
| and blood to Chriſt, and of a better houſe. Oh thor / 
Lee of that idol, that they call ny ſelf; and that Chin 
_ for y ſelf, and my jelf a decourted cypher, and à denied 4 
foriworn thing! But that proud thing, my ſelf, will no! pie, 
Except it ride up fide for fide with Chriſt, or rather ve 


*,” bs 


[2 Place before him. O my el, another devil, as evi! e 
f 


prince of de vils; if thou could give Chriſt the way, ar! tals 
thine own 790m, Which is to fit às low as nothing or corrupt. 
on O but we have much need to be ranſomed ard 1e 
248 by Chriſt, from that maſter- tyraut, that cruel and π | 
Jord, cur ſelf; nay, when 7 am ſeeking Chriſt, »nd av outot | 
my ſelf, 1 have the third part of, a'fquint-eye upon vis, | 
vain thing, «my ſelf, my ſelf, and ſomething of min wil 
but I muſt hold here. I defire you to contribure youll hietp, 
to ſee i I can be reſtored to my waſted and loſt Hock e 
NOT how it can be, except the Lords would procure ne 
berty to preach; and they have reaſon, 1. Becauſe -- 
poſers aig my adverſaries have practiſed their ner can, 
on me, whereof one is, That ne deprived miniſter pe 
under the pain of excommunication. 2. Becauſe my oppo 
ſing of theſe cans, was à ſpecial thing that ir cenſed 5:2)» 
againſt me. 3. Becauſe I was judicially accufed for my boo? 
againſt the Arminians, and commanded by the chances 
\ acknowledge, I had done à fault in writing againſt Dr. a't- 

ſen, a wicked Arminian. Pray for a room in the houle is 110 
Grace, grace be (as it is) your partion. 


Aberd. 1697. Durs in bis ſweet Lord Feſw, R 
— ———U—ñ— 1 —.— hi ee ————— ———— 
J JOHN STEWART Proveſt of Air. 
Wertby Sir, | « | 


F Race, mercy and peace be with you: long for the ce, 

when ] ſhall ſee the beauty of the Lord in his houfe a4 
would be as glad cf it; as of any fight on earth, to fee the talc, 
the blind, and the lame, come back to Zion with tupplicati ons, 
Jer. xxti. 8, 9. Going and weeping, and ſeebing the Lord, 
ing the way to Zion with their faces herber ware 


, Jer» 
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-{ the man-child of @ bleſſed Reformation. I this land were 
1 Thled, 1 weuld look that our skies ſhould clear, and our 
diy dawn again; and ye ſnould then bleſs Chriſt, who. is cor 
to fave your travel, and to give hiimſelf to you, in pure 
:riinances on this ſide of the ſea. i know, the mercy of Chriſt 

ng ed by promiſe to Scottand, notwithſtanding he bring 
co, 25 ear he ſhall; upon this land. | am waiting on for 
-n\argement,- and half-content that my iaith bow, it Chriſt, 
«hile he bow it, keep it unbroken; fer who goet!: hrough 2 
e without a mark or a ſcald? I ſee the Lord mal ing ule of 
ere, to ſcour his veſlels from their ruit. Ob that my will 
wore Hent, and as @ child weaned from the breaſts! I ſal. exxxi. 
las, ho hath an heart that will give Chriſt che laſt word 


'» friimp, and will hear, and not ſpeak again? Oh) conteſta- 


ns and quarrelous replies (as « ſoon-ſadied ſpirit, I do we 
;- ve angry, even to the death, Jonah iv. g.) ſmelſ of the ſtink 
> Trong corruption. O bleſſed foul, that could ſacrifice his 
aud goto heaven, having loſt his will, and made reſigna- 
on of 17 to Chriſt! I would ſeck no more, bur chat Chriſt 
wert iblolute King over my will, and that my will were a 


dert in all croffes, without meeting Chriſt with tuch a word, 


1; « it thus? I wiſh ſtill, that my love had but leave to 
undd befide beautiful ſeſus, and to get the mercy of looking 
him, and burning for bim, ſuppole poſſeſſion of him were 
:uſperced and friſtod, till m „Lord fold together the loaves and 
vo idÞs of the little ſuepherd ' tem of clay. Oh what pain 
un longing for Chriſt, under an over-clouded and eclipſed 
ur ange! What is harder than to burn, and dvings with ong - 
ing and deaths of love, and then to have Hanks and uninked 
paper, for atfurance of Chriſt in real fruition or poſſeſſion? Oh 
row ſweet were one line or half a letter of a written aſſurance 
under Chriſt's awn hand! But this is our exerciſe daily, that: 
Aniltneſs mall overmiſt and darken afſurauce; It is a miracle 
:0 believe, but for a ſinner to believe is two miracles, But O 
whit obligations of love are we under to Chriſt, who beareth 
with our wid apprehenſions, in ſuffering them tonick-nams 
{>:et Jeſus? and to put a lie upon. his good Name! If he had 
not deen Gad, and it long - ſuffering in Chriſt were not like 
Cariſt himſelf, we ſhould long ago have broken Chriſt's mer- 
des in two Pieces, and put an iron-har upon our own ſalvati- 
on, that mercy ſnould not bave been able to break or over- 
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. And to ſce the womun travailing in birth, delivered 
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270 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt ac. 
our ſalvation, and the ſtability of our heaven is in C I. 
uew (who ſald, Chriſt in yow the hope of glory, Col. > 
Yor our hope and the bottom and pillars of it is Chrift.C,,\ 
imers are anthor-faſt and made table in God ; ſo tbet 095 
do not change (which is impoſſihle) then my hop ball x,y 
fluctuate. O ſweet it⸗ bility of ſure- bottom d falvatior wh, 
could win heaven, if this were uot? and who could be . 
it God were not God, and if he were not fuch a Gods 
O God be thanked, that ou Sultyation is toafied and lan- 
aud ſhored upon Chriſt, who is Maſter of winds an lu, 
and what ſea-winds can blow the coaſt or the land uit of 1; 
place? Bulwarks are oftes caſten down, but coaſts are 
removed; but ſuppoſe that were or might be, ver Cos can 
not reel or remove. Oh that we go from this ſtrong ard un. 


mo 2ble Lord, and that we looſe our ſelves (if it were 11 


our power) from him! Alas, our green and young !ov= |:-t} 
not taken with Chriſt, being unacquainted with hin: e. 
{ach a wide and broad, and deep and hign, and furpaſſn, 
iweetne's, chat our love is tod little for him; but O it dur 
love, little as it is, could take hand with his great and huge 
ſweetneſs and tranicendent exceliency | O thrice blettec, end 
eternally blefled are they, who are out of themſelves, ar! 
beve themlelves, that they may he in love united to Him Ia 
often rolling up ad down the thoughts of my fain an! 1, 
defires, of expreſſing Chriſt's glory before his people but: 
not through the throng of impediments, and cannot bv 45 


to 19uk big her and ſo t put mapy things in Chriſt's way cu 


der him, that Ixnow he wouldbut laugh at, and with one /rr-4- 
ſet his foot over them all. I know not, if my Lord will bing 
me to his Sanctuary or not; but I know, he hath the placing 91 
me, either within or without the houſe, and that nothing wil! 
be dane without him: But 1 am often [thinking and ai, 
within. my ſelf, that my days flee away, and lee no good, 
neither ye; Chriſt's work thriving 3 and it is like, the ga 
Hall prevent the anſwer of my deſires of ſaving of fouls, as] 
would : But alas T cannot make right work of his ways, l 
ther ſpell nor-read my Lord's providence aright: My thoughrs 
o a way, that I fear they meet not God; for it is like. Ge 
will not come the way of my thoughts; and I cannot he taught 
to erueiſie him my wiſdom and deſires, and to make him Ring 
over my thoughts; tor I would. have a princedom over ty 


; thought, and would boldly and blindly preſcribe £9 yo” 


* 
\ 


L 
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and guide my ſelf in a way of my on making: But 1 hold 
my peace here, let him do his will. Grace, grace he with you. 
; Aberd. 1637. 8 Tours in bis ſweeteſt Lord 

| and Maſter, S. X. 


r 


— — 


Mach honoured Sir, | TD. 

Long to hear how your ſoul proſpereth. I earneſtly deſire 
1 vou, to try bow matters ſtand between vour ſoul and the 
Lord : think it no eaſie matter to take heaven by violence; 
$1:vation cometh now to the moſt part of men, in a night- 
d:22;1) : There is no ſcarcity of faith now, ſuch as it is; for 
ve ſhall not now light upon the man, who will not (ay, he 
cn faith in Chriſt : But alas | dreams make no man's 
gts. Worthy Sir, I beſeech you in the Lord, give your foul 
ro ret, till ye have real affurance, and Chriſt's rights conſira 
ed and ſealed to your foul 3 the common faith and Corrntyy« 
holineſs, and weekdays zeal, that is among people, will never 
bring :a2n to heaven: Take pains for your falyation ; for in 
hr day, when ye ſhall ſee many mens labaurs and conqueſts 
and idol riches lying in aſhes, when the earth and all the works 
thereof ſhall be burnt with fire, O how dear a price would 
your ſoul give for God's favour in Chrift ? It 1s a bleſſed 
thing to ſee Chriſt with up-ſun, and to read over your papers 
and ſoul-accounts with fair day-light : It will not be time to 


ery for a lamp, when che Bridgroom is entred into his cham- 


ber, and the door ſhut, Fy, ty upon blinded and baſed ſouls, 
vho are committing Here with this idol-clay, and hunt- 
ng a poor wretched hungry heaven, a hungry break-faſt, a 
day's meat, from this hungry world, with the ſorleiting of 
Ciod's favour, and the drinking over their heaven over the 
Board as men ule to ſpeak]? for the laughter and ſports of this 
mort forenoon ! All that is under this vault of heaven, arid be- 
twixt us and death, and in this fide of {un and moon, art but 
toys, night · viſions, head · fancics, poor ſhadows, watry froth, - 
2 vanities, at their beſt, and black hearts, and ſalt, and 
owre miſeries, ſugared over and confected with an howr's 
laughter or two, and the conceit of riches, honour, vain, vain 
court and lawlels pleaſures. Sir, If ye look both to the laugh- 
ing fide, and the weeping fide of this world, and if ye look 
not only upon the skin and colour of things, but into their 
inwards, and the heart of their excellency, ye ſhall fee that 
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3 Epiſt. 146, 
one look of ChriiPs ſweet and lovely eye, one k of |: faireſt 


face, is worth ten thouſand worlds of ſuch rottent tutf, s the 


jooliſh fons of men ſet their hearts upon. Oh Hir, turn 
your heart to the other ſide of things, and get it on (3-s 47 
theſe entanglements, to conſider eternity, death, the cy. 
bed, che grave, awſom judgment, everlaſting bur in, quick 
in hell, where death would give as great a price | it the < were 
a market, where death might be bought and id} as a"! the 
world. Conſider heaven and glory : But alas, why peng | gf 
conſidering theſe things, which have not entred into the- 
of man tu conſider ? Look into theſe depths [without a ch 
tom} of lovelineſs, ſweetneſs, _— exceilency, glory. goo. 
nels, grace and mercy, that are in Chri/t; and ye ſhall Ur; or 
down the whole world, and all the glory of it, even du 't i; 
come tothe lummer-bloom ; and ye ſhall cry, Up with C777, 
ap with Chriſt's Father, up with eternity 1 glory. 
here is a great deal of leſs ſand in your glaſs, than wher 
law you, and your afternoon is nearer ever-tide now © 
was. As a fool carried back to the ſca, ſo doth the Lord's 
= time, carry you and your life with wings to the grave 
e eat and drink, but fime ſtandeth not ftull ; ye laugh, ut 
your day fleeth away; yr ſleep, but your hours are rechne 
and put by-hand. O how ſoon will time ſhut you out of thy 
poor and cold and hungry: inns ot this life ! and then whor vil! 
282 ſhort - born pleaſures do to you, but be as af 
all melted away. many years ſince, or woxſe? tor the meu 
ry of theſe pleatures uſeth to fill the ſoul with bittere. e 
and experlence will prove this to be true; and Aying mes 
they could ſpeak, could make this good. Lay no more tlc 
creatures, than they are able to carry: Lay your foul and you” 
* weights upon God; make him your only, only beſt Belov.c. 
'Your'errand to this lie is to make {ure an eternity of gory © 
- your ſoul, and to match your ſoul with Chriſt; your love, ti 
it were more than all the love of angels in one, is Chriſt's due 
Other things worthy in themſelves, in reſpect of C it, are 
not worth a windleſtraw, or a drink of cold water, I doubt 
not bur in death ye will fee all things more diſtinctly, and tit 
then the world ſhall bear no more bulk than it is worth, ard 
that then it ſhall couch and be contracted into nothing; was /- 
ſhall ſee Chriſt longer, higher, broader, and deeper, than ever '1* 
was. O bleſſed conqueſt, to loſe all things and to gain Chrift ! 
I know not what ye have, if ye want Chriſt : Alas, how 
poor is your gain, if the earth were all yours in free 1 
” 1 we : 3 - 
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ho dug it of no man of clay, if Chriſt ve not yours ? O teek 
i! midizs, lay all bars in che mate, put forth all your power, 
ad bend all your endeayours, to put away and part with 
all chings, chat ye may gain and enjoy Criſt: Try and ſearch 
ks w:d, aud Qrive to go a ſtep above and beyond ordinary 
orof.Hors, and relolve to ſweat more and run faiter than 
the, do, for lalyation. Mens mid-way, cold and wiſe courſes 
it wodtincls, and their neighbour-!ixe, cold and wiſe pace to 
heaven, will cauſe many a man want his lodging at night, 
ind lie in the fields. { recommend Chrift and bis lave to your 
!-ckins, and your ſelf co the tender nv-roy ind rich grate of 
ou: Lord, Remember my love in Chi to your wife: I de- 
* her to learn to make her ioal's anchor fait upon Cbriſt 
hLinelt ; Few are ſaved; let her comider, What joy the miles 
o God in Chriſt will be, and what the love kiſſes of leet, 
lect Telus, and a welcome home to the new \eruialem rom 
Chrift's own mouth, will be to ber fou!> when Chri/t ſhail 
od together the clay tent of her body, and lay it by his 
hand for à time, ill the tair morning of the general retur- 
cection. I avouch before God, man and angel, that } have 
not (cen, nor can imagine a layer to be comparable to lovely 
ſeus ; I would not exchange or aiffer him with ten heavens: 
it beaven could be without him, what could we do there 2 
race, grace be with, vou. Log | 
Aberd. 1637. Tour Sout's eternal Hell- wiſber, S. R. 
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Much honoured Sir, 

Race, inercy and peace be to you: 1 have been too long 

in writing to you. I am confident ye haye learned to 
prize Chriſt, and his love and favour, more than ardinary * 
orotetiors, who ſcates ſee Chriſt with half an eye, becaule cheit 
n is taken up with the eying and liking the beauty of this 
ov er-gilded world, that promitcth fair to all its lovers, but i: 
tae puſh of a trial, when need is, can give nothing but a fair 
begulla. I know ye are not ignorant, that men come not to 
this world, as ſome do to a market, to fe and be ſren; or as 
ant come to behold a Ma- game, and only to behold, and to 
£9 home again: Ye came hither to treat with God, and to tryſt 
with him in his Chriſt, tor ſalvation to your foul, and to ſeek 
(©conciliation with an angry wrathfui Cod, in a covenant of 
Peace made to you ia Chriſt: and TRIS 15 more chan an 10 
) ſpotty 
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ſport, or the play, that the greateſt part of the wer * x, 
their heart unto: And therefore, Worthy Ser, 1 pray you Ul s p 
the ſalvation of your ſoul, and by the mercy of God, 22. 
compearance before Chriſt, do this in ſad earneſt, aud let u, 
ſalvation be your by-work, or your belv-days task 
work by the way; for men think, that this may be done it, tee 
days ſpace on a ſeather- bed, when death and they are fallen * 
hands together, and that wich a word or two they hall n | 
their ſou!-matters right: Alas, this is to fat loofe and {ary je 
the matters of our ialyarion; nay, the feeking of this ws ge 
and the glory of it, is but an odd and by- errand, that 5. + 

llip, fo being we make {alvation ſure. Oh when will gen 


> 


to be that h-avenly-wite, as to divorce from, and fre cp q 
foul of all idcl-lovers, and make Chrift the only, one One, 

and trim and make ready their lamps, while they have g W. (; 
and day! How ſoon will this houſe skail, ard the inns bete = 
the poor foul lodgeth fall ro the earth how foon will tor. oY 
few years paſs away, and then when the day is ended, 24 hea 
tais life's leaſe expired, what have men of werld's glory, but gro 
dreams and cheughts? O ho bleſſed a thing is it to labour hs 
for Chriſt, and to make him fure ! Know and try tin me. 
your holding of him, and the rights and charters of heaven, M43 
and upon what terms ye have Cbriſt and the Golpel, nc con 
what Chriſt is worth in your eſtimation, and how light'y ve 37 
eſteem of other things, and how dearly of Chrift!? 1 am lure, and 
if ye ſeę him in his beauty and glory, ye ſhail fee him to be 1 


all things, and that incomparable jewel of gold, char ye 


ſhould ſeek, howbeir ye ſhould (ell, wadſet and forfeit your 160 
few years portions of this life's joys. O happy ſoul for cvor- buy 
more, who can rightly compare this life with that long st : 
Ute to come, and can balance the weighty glory of the F 
with-the light golden vanity of the other! The day of ths * 
Lord is now near-hand,. and all men ſhall come out in thu (Cn 
Blacks and whites, as they are: There ſhall be no bor ro mer 
lying colours in that day, when Chr ſhall be called (7 the 
and no long er nick named. Now men borrow Chrift and bis and 
wbite colour, and theluſtre and iniraing of Chriſtianity , bu! hat 
how many counterſeir masks will be burnt in the day of God, of t 
in the fire, that ſhall burn the earth and the works that are in G24 
it e And howbeit Chreſt have the hardeſt part of it now, ci, and 
in the preience of my Lord, whom I ſerve in the Spirit, 14 


would not niffer or exchange Chriſt's priſon, bonds and . 
chains, wich the gold chains and lerdly rents, ard _—_ Y 6c 
Rs 77 OM 2 
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d happy-like heavens of the men of this wert. J am tar 
enn thoughts of re nting, becaule of my lofles and bonds 
r Chrif, I wiſh all my adverianies were as I am, except 
ay ,onds. Worthy, worthy, wor thy {or eyermore is C5riff, 
o whom we ſhould ſuffer pains like heil's pains, far more 
„ ort hell that the ſrints of God have in this lie, ger, 
' ith your ſoul may be more acquainted with the ſwe2tneſs 
of Chriſt, Grace, grace be with you. | 
Aberd. 1537 Fours in his only Led and Maſter, S. R. 
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To 12 Pariſhioners 47 An oth. 


Deariy beloved in our Lord, a | 

"of Race, mercy and peace from God our Father and from 
_F our Losd Jeſus Chriſt be multiplied e cu. I long 
»xc:caingly to hear of your ** ana adyancement in 
our journey to the Kingdom of : My only joy cut of 
-caven is, to hear that the {eed of God ſown among you is 
i and coming, to an harveſt; for / cealed not, while 7 
e among you, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon (according to the 
meature of grace given unto me, to warn and ftir up your 
ds: And / am free from the blood of all men; for 7 hw 
nmunicated to you the whole counſel of God. und 7 new 
gain charge and warn you, in the great and dreadml Nane. 
in the {overeign authority of tb King of kings and Lord 
{ lords, and 1 beſeech you allo by the mercies of God, and 

- th» bowels of Chriſt, by your appearance before 'Chriſt 
our Lord, by all the plagues that are written in Ged's 
„ by your part of the hoh City, the new Jeruſale m, that 
;© keep the truth of God, as I delivered it to you before ma- 
Witreſſes, in the fight of God and his boly angels; for 
the laſt days are come and coming, when many foriake 
wiſt ſeſus, and he ſaith to you, Will ye alſo leave me. Re- 
member that I forewarned you to forbear the diſhonowring of 
tv2 Lerd's bleſſed Name, in ſwearing, blaſpheming, curting, 
vid ehe profaning of the Lord's Sabbath; willing you to give 

dat day from morning to night fo praying, praiſing, hearin 
v the werd, conferring, and ſpeaking not your own words, but 
words ; thinking and meditating en God's nature, word 
+4 works s And that every day at mornin; and at night (at 
ve ſbould ſandtiße the Lord, by praying in your houſes, 
$4cchly in toe bearing of all; that ye ſps41d in any ſort for. 
bar the receiving of the Lurd's Supper, but after the 2 7 7 5 
| * 


* 
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4 delivered it to you, according to the example of C 
Lord ; that is, that ye ihovid fit as banqueters 2 ns 4 


one to another; the timber and ſtones of the Chu 
all bear witneſs, that my foul was refreſhed „ 
forts of Ga in that Supper: And thet croſſing in ban {pi 1. 
untawful, and agzinit Chriſt's ordipance ; and 
(belides the vabbath, which is of his own appoiutmc!; 1 5; 
be kept holy, and fanRificd with preaching and th. . 
Wworlkip of God for the memory of Chrift's birth, oo 
ſuxreckion and aſcenſion; ſeeing ſuch days fo obſerved. irc 1, 
lawful, will-worſhip, and not warranted in *Chritt” wold: 
And that every thing in God's wer ſhip,not warranted u 
teſtament aud word, was unlawjiul ; And allo, that 3014, 


5 


werſhinpgng of Ged before hallowed creatures, and aa 


Chriſt, by kneeling befcre bread and wine, was unlawful .\- 
that ye ſhould ve humble, ſeber, iuodeſt, forbearing yride cms, 
malice, wrath, batred, contention, debate, lying, laude, ir. 
Jrealing, and defrauding vour neighbours in graſs, cor cr. 
tle, in buying or ſelling, borrowing or lending, taking «© 

ing, in bargains or coveneits « And that ye ſhould wori wit 
Nour own bands, and be content with that which Gd 4: 
g ven you s That ye ſnould ſtudy to know God and bie will, aud 
keep in mind the dotrine if che Catecbiſm, which I ta: (1) 
vou carefully, and jpeak 5f it in your houſes aud in the fie(/;, 
when ye lic down 1 night, and when ye riſe in the morning: 
That Je ſbculd Believe in the Son of God, and obey u 


mmandinents, and l:arn to make your accounts in time wits 1. 


Judge; becauſe death and judgment are before du. 
ye have now penury and want of that Word, Which I 

red to you. in abiindance; vea (to God's honour I Ipes k, 
without arrogating any thing to my felt, who 2m but « poor 
empty man) ye had as much of the word, In vine years win: 
I was among you, as ſome others have had in many; mourn 
for your lols of time, and repent. My foul! pitleth you, tt 
you ſhonld fuck dry breafts, and be put to draw at dry m 
O that ye would eſteem highly of the Lamb of God, 50. 
Welbeloved Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe yertues and praiſes I preach. 
od unto you with joy, and which he did countenance and te. 
company with ſome power ; and that ye would cali to mn 


the many fair days and glorious feaſts in our Lord's ue 


wine, that ye and ] have had with Chriſt Jelus * But if there 
be any among you that taks liberty to fin, becauſe 1 am 16:40 


> V4 


1 | ta dle 
with our King, ard eat and drink, and divide th. emen 
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om amongſt you, and. forget that word of truth which 
c heard, and turn the grace of God imo wantonne!s ; 1 hero, 
der my hand, in the name of Chriſt my Lord, write to ſuch 
perions ail the plagues. of God, and the curſes that ever A 
peu bed in the pulpet of Anworh againſt the ehildren of g= 
Selene? And, as the Lord ivcth, the Lord*Jeſus ſhall make 
Hod what 1 write unte you. I herefoce, dearly beloved, ful - 
al my joy, fear the great and dreadful Name of the Lord; 
eh Cod with me. Scotland's judgment ſlecpeth nos; awake: 
and r-pert : The {word of the Lord ſhall go trom the Nita 
o the Seth, from the Faſt to the Weſt, and through ail the 
corners of the land; and that {word ſhall be drunk with your 
blood amongſt the firſt: and I {hall ſtand up as a witnels again; 
You, if ye do not amend your ways and your doings,” and. 
turn to the Lord with all your Heart, I beſeech you alls, my 
J-arly beloved in the Lord, my jo and my crown otferd not: 
ar the ſufferings of me, the priloner of {efus Chrift; I am 
alled with joy and with the comforts of God. pn my ſal- 
vation, I know and am perfwaded, it is er God truch, and, 
the Lanvur of my King and reysl Dance, Taken, T no fuffer: 


And howbeit this town be my priſon, yet Chriſt hath 


made it my palace, a garden of pleaſures; a field and orchard 
of delights. I Know likcwiſe, albeit / be in bonds, that yeo 
the ward of Ged is not in bonds; my ſpirit ally is in free 
ward. Sweet, wert have his comforts been to my ſoul 3 my 
pen, tongue and keart hay, not words to expreis the Kindnefs, 


love and mercy of my Welbeloved to me, in this houſe of my 


o nat cat, I do not drink, but I. pray tor you! all: L increat 


pilgrimage, I charge you te fear and love Chriſt, and to 
i--k a houſe not made with hands, but your Father's houſe 
bove. This laughing and white-skinned world beguilerts 
on; and if ye ſeek it more than God, it ſhall 25 yor: « ip, to 
the endleſs ſortow of your heart : Alas, (could not make many 
ot youu fell in Joyewath Chriſt, howbeit I endeavaured to 
peak much good of him, and ts commend him to you (whick 


as it was your Gang ſo it is my ſorrow) yet once again fuffer 


me to exbort, beſtech and obteſt you in the Lord, to think ol 
uis love, and to be delighted with him, who is altegether 
lovely: I give you the word; of a King; ye ſnall not repent it. 
Ye are in my.prayers night and day, I cannot ferger you: L 


4 


you. all, and every one of yon, to pray: for me. Grace, 


de with you. „ fo, 14 ns, i > aud ld ui 


Aberd. SepF. 23. 1637) 5 
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delivered it to you, according to the exampl: oF Chrift -»: 
Lord; that is, that ye Jhovid fat as banqueters 
with our King, ard eat and drink, and divide tho com te 
one to another: the timber and ſtones of the Chu. 

moll bear witneſs, that my ſoul was refreſhed with tun 
forts of Gag in that Supper: And thet croſſing in bay? r 
unlawful, and agazintt Chriſt's ordipance , aud 
(beſides the abbath, which is of his own appotutine!; | -, 


be kept holy, aud ſanctiſied with preaching and th- p: Ga 
workhip of God for the memory of Chnft's birth, aa | "og 
ſurretion and aſcenſion , ſceing ſuch days lo objerver. are 14 bd 
Jawful, will-worthip, and not warranted in Chriſt Wand: C0 
And that every thing in God's merjhip, not warrantea oy Chriſt {ol 
teſtament and word, was unla miu: And allo, that 10s. |, 10 
worſhipping of God before hallowed creatures, and adoring if wt 
Chriſt, by kneeling hefcre bread and wine, was unlanful. 10 4. 
that ye ſheuld ve humble, ſober, imo ſt, forbearing prid en, at 
alice, wrath, batred, contention, debate, lying, jtande: ,. 1 
Stealing, and defrauding hui neighbours in graſs, cu v 
tle, in buying or ſelling, borrowing er lending, taking © 10 
319, in bargains er 0OVenarss 5 And that ye {ould wort ni A 
wour own Bands, and he content with Hat which Gd b:th u 
8iven fen: That ye ſpould ſtudy to know & od and his wit, 00d 0 
heep in mind the detrine f che Catechiſm, which ! 7a: t 
vate carefully, and ſpeak it in your houſes 4 in the ftci, \ 
when ye lie down d night, and when ye riſe in the mer 
That ye ſbeuld believe in the Son of God, and ober ©o0h- 
manments. and learn to make your accounts in time wt9 J | 


1 ' . , A * 
Judge; becauſe death and judgment are before du 


ye have now penury and want of that Word, Which 1 Qelty; 
red tn you in abhundance g yea (to Gad s honour I {pert -, 
without arrogating any thing to my ſelf, who zm but a poor 
empty man) ye had as mich of the word, in wine years Wh 
| 1 was :mong you, as ſome others have had. in many; mour! 
| for your lols of time, and repent. My foul pitle th vou, that 
you ſhonld fuck dry breafts, and be put to draw at ary meds, 
D that ye would eſteem highly of the Lamb of God. Fon 
Welbeloved Chriſt Jeſus, whole yertues and -prailes I preach- 
od unto you. with joy, 2ad which ae did countenance and ae. 
company with forme power 3 and that ye would call to woe 
che many fair days and glorious feaſts in our Lord 5 Tou. 0 
wine, that ye and 1 have bad with Chriſt Jeſus ! But i 8 
be any among you that take Ahertq to fin becauſe I am 1610 


- V6" 
* 


— 


de with. you. 
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cd om Amongſt you, and. forget t hat word of truth which 
vc heard, and turn the grace of God imo wartonne!s ; i hero, 
unler my band, in the name of Chriſt my Lord, write to ſuch 
perlons ail the plagues of Gd, and tor curſes that ever 1 
provebed in the pulpit of Anworh againſt the thildren of 4 2 
ebene? And, as the Lord iivcth, the Lord Jelus ſhall make 
Hod what 1 write unto you. - TI heretore, {early beloved, u · 
nl my joy, fear the great and dreadful Name of the Lord; 
eh Cod with me. Scotland's judgment {i:2peth not; awake 
and repent : The {word of the Lord ihall 80 trom the Arti 
o the Seeth, from the Faſt to the Weſt, and through ail the 
corners gt the land; and that (word ſhall be drunk vith your 
blood amongſt the firſt: and I Hall ſtand up as a witnels again 
vou, if ye do not amend your ways and you doings,” and, 
turn to che Logd with all your Heart. I befeech you alls, yp 
d-ariy beloved in the Lord, my j and my cru, otferd not: 
ar the ſufferings of me, the priloner of {efus Chriſt; Iam 
alled with joy and with the comforts of God. po my ſal- 
vation, I know Qnd am pertwaded, it is Na truch, and. 


the lonver of my King and royst Prince, Jeſus, In. fuffer's 
: | 


made it my palace, a garden of pleaſures, à field and orchard 
of delights. I khow likewiſe, albeit / be in bonds, that yeo 
the word of Ged is not in bonds; my ſpirit ally is in free 
ward, Sweer, wert have his comforts been to my foul 53 my 
pen, tongue and heart hay, not words to expreſs the rindnefs,, 
ove and mercy of my Welbeloved to me, in this houſe of my 
vilprimage, I charge you te fear and love Chriſt, and co 
1 hs 2 houie not 4 with hands, but your Father's houſe 
bove. This laughing and white-skinned world beguileth 
nz and if ye ſeek it more than God, it ſhall play you « p, to 
the endleſs ſortow. of your heart : Alas, — not make many 
ct zou fall in love with Chriſt, howbeit I endea voured to 
peak mach good of him, and to commend him to you (whick, 


as it was your Gang ſo it is my ſorrow) yet once again ſuffer 


me tb exbort, beſc ech and obteſt you in the Lord, to think uf 
ais Joye, and to be delighted with him, Who is altegother 
lovely : I give you the word of a King; ye hall not repent its 


Ye are in my. prayers night and day, I cannot forget yon: 1 


20 not cat, I do not drink, but I. pray for you! all : L increat 
you all, and every one of yon, to pray. for me. Grace, grace 
; K. tes l ain; aud lui 
Aberd. Sept. 23. 1637 173 
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75 tlie Lndy CARDONES:®. 


Miſtreſs, 1 | 
Beſeech you in the Lord ſeſs, make every day more 214 
1 more of Chriſt ; and try your growth in the grac= of (God 
and what new grourſd ye win daily on corruption: 
lers are day by day either adyancing farther o, : - 1; 
home; or -le they go not right about to compass their jo. 
rey. I think ſtill the better and better of Cbriſt: Alas, 1 
know not where to ſet bim, I would fo fain have him 7 
cannot ſet heavens above heavers, till I were tired wit un. 
bring, and ſet him upon the higheſt ep and ſtory of the gb. 
eſt of them a!l: but 1 wiſh I could make him great GD. 
the world, ſuppole my lols, and pain, and ſhame wers e ans 
der the ſoles * his feet, that he might ſtand upon ne. | 7+. as 
queſt you faint not, becauſe this world and ye are an Nav 
nay, and begauſe this is not a home that laugheth upon v9, 1 4 
the wite Lord, who knoweth you, will have it ſo, heckui- 
caſteth a net for yqur love, to catch it and gather it in to im. 
lelf- therefore bear patiently the tols of children, and dene, 
and other di:contentments, either within or without the houſe; 
your Lord in them is ſeeking you, and ſeek ye hint. Let no- 
be your love and cboice, and the flower of your delights, bu: 
your Lord ſeſus. Set not your heart upon the word, ſince 
od hath not made it your portion; for it will. not fall you 
to get (wo portions, and to laugh twice, and to be happ; 
twice, and to have an upper heaven and an ander heaven too: 
Chri# our Lord and his faints were not fo; and therefore et 
go your grip of this life, and of the good things of it. h 
your: heaven groweth not hereaway. Learn daily bath t. 


STALS 


Polleſs and mils Chri,in his ſecret Bridegroom-ſmiles ; he mill » 
o and come, becauſe his infinite wiſdom thinketh it bet 15 
vou: We will be together one day; we fitall not need to- - 

ro light from fun. moon or cendle; there ſhall be xo cn. 1 

laints on either fide in heaven; there ſflall he none there, t 

t he ard we, the Bridegroom and the Bride: Devils, t:m7- 5 


tations, trials, deſertions, loſſes, ſad hearts, pain and death 
Mall be all put out of play; and the devil muſt give up b. 1 
office of tempting. O bleſſed is the ſoul, whoſe hope hath a face 


' n i 
looking ſtraight out to that day! It is not our part to make 
a treaiure here; any thing under the covering of heaven 
van build upon, is but ill ground, and a ſabdy 3 | 
5 W ; of Shs: Iu POS > e 4 4 
; ; | 9 f . 
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Epilt.“ 50. Kr LE TIE R 8. Dr 
Every godd thing, except, God, wanterh a boctom and can- 
wr Hand its alone; bow then can it bea the weight of us? 
ds ot 145 load upon a windleſlram; there fol vothing 
af weight, or found my happineſs, but God. I know, 


* 
- 


101 et cated power ſhould ink under me, if / thou!d lean down 
wan if and theteloxre it is better to reſt on God, than fink 
Ag we wears fouls muſt have a bottors and n brange 

„, {oc we cannot thand our alore ; let us then be wife irt 
ur cho 108, 2nd chooſe ard maile our o hl-fed nels, which 18 

i: t11/4 in the Lira. Each one of us hath a where and idol, 

bes Husband, Chi: But it is our folly to divide our 
and little love; 1 Will not ferve two; it is beſt then 

bid it le and tegetber, and give it to Chriſt, or then 
et double irterett for our love, when we lend it to. and 

Ly et om upon Chrift z aud we are ſure beſides, chat the teck 
et periſh, No-] nr I can fay no more; remember me. I 

ve Gol] right to that people; bhowbeit by: the violence of 

mr, tronger than i, I am baniſhed from you, and, Chated as 
be [6rd give you mercy in the day of Chriſt. It may 

- God clear my 8 again; Howbeit there is mall appearance 

of rv deliverance ; But let bim do with me what ſet meth bock 

b owa eyes; Lam his clay, let my Potter frame and fa- 

wenne as he plealeth. . Grace be with vou. | 
Aberd. 1637. Trur lem ful and loving paſtor, S. R. 
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Miitreſs. . * Re 2 45 
face, mercy and peace be to you: I can bear witneſs in 
* 7 thy bonds, that Chriſt is ſtill che longer the better, and 
%% worſe, yea, inconceivably better than he 13 or can be cal- 
ied : I think it half an heaven, to have my fill of the hell of 
{iz (tweet breath, and to ſleep in the arms of Chriſt my Lord, 
with his leſt- hand under my head, and hy right hand embra- 
i me. There is no great reckoning to be made of the ws. 
th-ring of my flower, in compariſon of the fu and man if 
wronz; done ts Chriſt: Nay, let never the den of Cod lie u- 
you my branche again, let the blocry fall from my jo, ard 
it cf ber, let the Almighty blow out wy candle, 15 being, 
the Lord might be great among - Jens and. Gem ies, and his 
i Church delivered. Let Chriſt fare well, ſuppoie 
I thould eat aſhes: I know he nt, be ſweet {imelf, when 
tis creſt is ld wert. And it — the part of us ally if we mar- 

| e jo 
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ry himſelf, to marry the croſſes, lefſes, and rep ach. 
tollo him, tor mercy followeth Chriſt“s erejs. Hi dg 
for beauty is made of marble and ivory ; his chains. ©. 
laid on bis [hurts are: golden chains; and th: be of he 
priſoners of hope are perfumed with comforts, the 
of cannot he bred, or found. in this ſide of ſun and noun. 1 
low on after his love, tire not of Chriſt; but cums is, 4-4 
lee his beauty and excellency, and feed your foul upon 
fweetneis. This world is not Yours, neither would ba 
vour heaven made of ſuch mettal as ire and cla. 
the eheiee and wails of all lovers in heaven or out of hene 
when ye have Chriſt, the only Delight of God hi; Father. 
Climb up the mountain with q, and aint not; for time will 
cut: off the men who puriue Chri#'s followers. Our beit el 
here bave a wem in them; our joys beſides Gad, che 
halt, are but woes and jorrows « Chriſt, Chrilt is $h. 4 
our love and detires car fleep ſweetly and rell ſafely v 92, 
Now the very Hod of prace eſtabliſi you in Chriif, 3! 

rifoner wich your prayers, and intreat that our Lord 
he pieaſed to viit me with a V of bis beauty in bis 14.1 
as he hath ſometimes done. Grace be with you. 

Aerd. 163%. Tours in hu ſweet Lord Fel, . 
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To the Laird of CA L. L V. 


Worthy Sir, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I have been too long, 

I conteſs, in writing to you. My ſute now to you in p 

per (ſince I have no acgels to ſpeak to you as formerly} is. t!1 
ye would lay the foundation ſure in your youth : When ye be- 
giv to ſeek Chriſt, try, I pray you, upon what teri» ye c- 
venant to f:/ow him, and lay your accounts what it wy 9 
you; that ſummer nor winter, nor well nor we, may not cavie 
you change your Maſter, - Chriſt, Keep fair to him, and 
honeſt and faithful, that he find not à crack in you. Sure, 
56 are vo in the throng of temptation ; When eth is con 
to its fqires? bloom, then the devil, and the luft of à dc. 
ving world, and fin are upon horſe hack, and follow with «7 
ſai's. If this were, not, Paul neaded not to have written to 
a ſanctiſied and holy youth, , Timothy, (a faithful preacher 0! 
ths Goſpel) Hee the lufks of youth, Give Chriſt vour virgin 
dove, you cannot put vour love and heart ii a better hand. 3 
f ye Rue v kin and law his beauty | Your love, your Aen. 
37 | vo 


wy 
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ohr heart, your defires would cloſe ich him, and cleave to 
Lim. Love y nature, when it ſeeth, cannot but calt out its 
irie ard ſtrength upon 2miable objects, and good things, and | 
thin ; love-worthy ; and what fairer thing than Chriſt  O fair 
ſun, and fair cen, and fair fars, and fair flowers, and fair 
roſes, ard lair lilies, and fair creatures But O ten thouſand 
Holand times fairer Lord Jeſus! Alas, I wronged him in 
making the compariſon this way O black ſw ard moon, but 
O fur Lord Feſm ! O black flowers, and black lilies and roſes, 
bot O fair, fair, ever fair Lord Jeſis! O all fair things, black 
I detormed without bcauty; when ye are beſide that faifeſt 
Lors Jeſus ! O black beaven, but O fair Chi, O black an- 
gels, but O ſurpaſſingly fair, Lord e ſus! would ſeck no more 
do make me happy for evermore, but a thorow and clear fight 
&f the beauty of Jelus my Lord: Let my eycs enjoy his tair- 
wee, and fare him for ever in the face, and I have all that 
can ve wiſhed. Get Chriſt rather than gold or filver ; ſee: 
Chriſt, howbeit*ye ſhould loſe all things for him. They 
take their marks by the moon, and look aſquint, in looking to 
fair Chritt, who reſolve for the world and. their eaſe, and tor 
tloir bonour and cent and credit; or, for fear of tofſes and 2 
'»+2 5e3n, vill turn their back upon Chriſt ard his truth. A- 
% how many $1:nd eyes and fquint-lookers look this day in 
-tiand upon Chriſt's beauty, and they ſec a ſpot in Chriſt's 
air face | Alas, they are not worthy of Chriſt, who look this 
ay upon him, and ſee no beauty in hin: why they ſhould de- 
ire him] God lend me my fill of his beauty, if it be poltble 
at my foul ean be full of his beauty here: But much of 
Chriſt's randy needeth not abate the eager appetite of a foul 
of love for himſelf ) to ſee him in the other world, where 
he is ſeen as be . 1 am glad with n my heart, that ye have 
given your greeneſt morning-age to this Lord Jefus: Hold on, 
ad weary not, faint not, refolve upon fuffering for Chriſt ; 
but tear not ten days tribulation, for Chriſt's ſowre cross is 
ſugared with comforts, and hath © taſte of Chriſt himſelf. L 
item it my glory, my joy and my crown. and | bleſs him for 
tats honour, to be yoked with Chriſt, and married with him 
in iuffering, who therefore was born, and therefore came into 
che world, that he might bear witneſs to the truth. Take 
24:3 above all things for (alvation; for without running, 
fighting, we ating, wreſtling, Heaven is not taken. O hap» 
1% 'oul, that eroſſeth nature's ſtomach, and delighteth to gain 
that fair Earland and crown Ky glory ! What a jecklets lofs is 
Ld 1 | it 
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at for you, to go through this wilderneis, and newest Yoo 


e picalures! What poorer is a ſoul to ant ;Þ14 45 
luſt, love of the world, and the vanities of this vun 4.10 * 
wort Hels world. ? Nature hath no cauſe to weep at tl. 1 wh 
tuch Foy; as theſe. Eſteem it your gain to be an bez; of 51 by ny 
O but that is an exe. lock to a fair rent The very hope 9 * 
* under troubles, is like wind and fails tot ol ng T 
like pings, when the feet come cout of the ſnarc. O 4, al 
What. Ray we here 7: U p, UP, after our Lord Jeſus; this is . 
$4 net our teſt; nor our dwelling: What have we to do this ry 
pruon, except ogy to take meat and houſe- room in it, 0 4 * 
| time?. Grace, grace be with you. B 5 
Averd. 1637. | Tewr fouls well-miſher, a 0 
| 1 5 Nr Chriſt's Priſyner, S. N 50 
— rr n —— — — — . 
To WILLIAM GORDON at Kenmure, 0 
' Dear Brother, | 10 
| 8 Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have beer long tn 4) wy 
\ FJ frering your letter, which came in good time ic 00 
is my aim and hearty deſire, that my furrace, which 1» of ths n 
Lord's kindling, niay ſparkle hre upon ftenders-by, ttt: el 
#4rpring of their hearts with God's love, The very duſt ther 10 
talieth from Chriit's feet, his old ragged clothes, his krutt) t 
Aud black croſs, is ſweeter to me, than kings golden crowns, 2 
and their ti mercaten pleaſures: I ſhould, be a liar ne U 
witneſs, if I ſhould rot give my Lord Jeſus a fair teſtimc nie 5 
with my whole ſoul: My word, 1 know, will not heighien 
bim ; be needeth not ſuch props under his feet, c MZ { 
glory high: Bat Oh that I could raiſe him the height l 
| ven, and the breadth and length of ten heavens, in the s 
| BYE mation of.) his young lovers! For we have all ſhaper - ! 
* but too aarrom and te ſhort, and formed conceptions © 115 
; love in our conceit, very. unworthy of it. Ob that ‚ W | 
ranken and catched with his beauty and fairneis ! They voud | 
|. give over playing with idols, in which there is not ha: | 
# tor the love of one ſoul to expatiate it felt; and man's love * | 
i but heart-bungred in gnawing upon bare-bones, and ſucking 
Aal dry breaſts; It is wel wared they want,” who will not con'c 
1 bir, who hath a world of jove and good neis and bount /, 
. - Bll. We {eek to thaw dur frozen 2 the cold \{moke © 
* the ſhort-tined cxcature, and our louls gather neither haas 
| jt / nile, nor lpht; jor thee cannot give to us, what they har 
* S MOL .3 Snot > Eros 4) $9 de * 1 ai 
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„ omicives. Oh that we could thruit ir chrough theſe thorns 
+4 this throng of baſtard-lovers, and b- ravithed and {ck of 


one far Cbrilt! We ſhould find fome footing and ſome room, on | 
«nd ſucet caſe for our tottering and witlels louls in our Lord. 1 
ich it were in my power, after this day, to cry. down all! ũũ 
love but the love of Chriſt, ard to cr down all gods but 
Crit all Eviours but Chriſt, a!) welbeloveds but Chriſt, ana bal 
„ oul-fuiters, all love-beggers but Chriit. Ye complain, that - | 
jo want a mark of the ſound work of grace and love in your \ all 
foul. For anlwer, contider for your ſatisfaction ti God © * 1 Wl 
ſend more) Fob is 3, 14. And as for your complaint of dead- n if 


neſs and doubtings; Cluritt 1 hope, wü, take your deadneſs 
and you together: They are bodies full of holes, runnin 210 
iis, and broken hong that need mending, that Chriſt tile 
Phyficien taketh up ole veſſels are not tor the Mediator 
Cri art: Publicans, ſinners, whores, harlots, are ready 
marbel- wares tor Chriſt : The oniy thing that will bring fin- | 
ners within a caſt of Chri/Ps drawing arm, is that which ye 10 
rite of, ſome feeling of death and Jin, that bringeth forth 

complaints z and therefore out of ſenſe complain more, and be 
iz re acquaint with all thecramps, ſtitohes, and foul-twoonings ft 1 
that trouble you; The more pain, and the more nig ht-watch- }: 
inp, and. the mo feayers, the better; a tou! bleeding to death, 1 
i Chriſt were ſent for, and cried for tn all haſte, to come ? 0 | 
ard /texz the blood, and cloſe up the hole in the wound, with ; 0 
his oven hand and halm, were a very good diſcaſe, when ma- i 
ny are dying of a whole - beart. We have all too litcle of hell- 0 N 
p4in and terrors that way: Nay, God ſend me ſuch a hell, as 
Curiſt hath promiſed to make a heaven out of. Alas, I am 144 
dat come that far on in the way, as to ſay in lad carneſt, Lord 
Jus, 4 2 and ſoutreign Phyſician, here is a pained pa- 
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{:o1t for thee. But the thing that we miſtake is the want of | 9 
vidty; we hold that to he the mark of one that hath no ih 1 
grace: Nay, I fay, the want of fighting, were a mark of no ³k 
grace; but I ſhall not ſay, the want of viftory is ſuch a tna. 4 
it my fire and the devils wafer make crackling, like thund 4; (ll 
7 . ü . . . . 0 = 
in the air, I am the leſs feared ; tor where there is fire, ir 1s 7 
Chriſt's part, that 1 lay and bind upon him, to keep in te 'H 
! 75 2 1 2 . Walk 
coal, and to pray the Father that my faith fail not, it I in the \ 8 
mean time be wreſtling, and doing, and fighting, and mourning; 1 
For prayer putteth not Paul's deyil {the prick in the #eſb, | 8 
and the meſſenger of Satan} to the door, at firit 3 but our 1 
Lord will have them trying every one another, and let hom 9 
| R ke rd 
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ver ſion upon truſt, and they 


_ every day upon him. O if I had a river of love, a ſea of 11: 
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284 Mr. Ratherfoord's | Fiſt, 165 
fend for himſelf, by God's help, God keeping the ftabes 4 
'raoderating the lay: Ard ye do well, not to doubt, ie as 
ground-tone be ſure, but to try if it be fo ; for there i; rom 
dads betweer 4»ubting that we have grace, and try;a7 w. 
have grace: The former may be fin, but the latter g 
Wc aye but looſe in trying our free-holding of Chriſt, -., 
making ture orb of Chriſt, Holy fear Is ſearching th camp 
*hat'there be no cnemy within our boſom to betray us, and a 
Ting that all be faſt and ſure : For I fee miny leaking vel. 
ſols fair before the wind, and proſeſſors who take their C0n- 
| on ſecurely, und ſee not 
zender-watet, till a form fink them: Each man had need tige 
a day, and oftner, to he riped and ſearched with candles, Pra, 
for me, that the Lord would give me howſe-room again, tc old 
acandie ro this dark w/. Grace, ggace be with you. 
Aberd. 163. Tours in bis ſweet Lord and Maſter, 8 
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7% MARGARET FULLERT ON 
Miſtreſs, 3 
G Rage, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad that ever 1 


g did caſt y our love on Chriſt faſten more and more . 


3 "7 


that would neyer go dry, t beſtow upon him * But alas the 

ity * Chrift hath beauty for me; but 1 have vot love fer Lim. 

what pain is it, to fee Chriſt in his beauty, ard th to 
want à heart aud love for him ! But I fee, want we mutt. e 
Coriſt lend us, neyer to he paid again. O that he would ers 
y thele vaults and lower oute! of theſe Poor ſouls, of tet. 
Haftard ard baie lovers, which we follow , And verily, 1 
no object in heaven or in earth, that I could ware this much 
love upon, that I have, but upon Chriſt. Alas ! that clay and 
time, and ſhadows run away with our love, which is ill ſpec: 
upon any but upon Chriſt: Each fool at the day of judgmen 
Mall ſvek ba K is love from the creatures, when he (hall tee 
them all in a fair fire; but they ſhall prove irreſponſal debtors 
Anc therefore 'tis beft here, w: fook ere we leap, and look ere 
welove, I find now hader his croſs, that I would. fain give 
him more tuan I have to give him, if giving were in my 

wer: But T rather wiſh him my heart than give him it; c. 
cept ne fake it, and put himſelf In paſſeſſian of it; [For 1 hope 


he hath a merket-rizbt to me, fince he hath ranſomed me | i 
ec not how Chri/t can have me. O that he would be plcaſec 
1 4 r * N. *þ4 1. * „n J | 
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more homely with my ſoul's love, and to come in to m 
ul, and take his own! Bur when he goeta awey and hider 
imei, al! is to me that I bad of Ch, as if it had fallen in 
ths ea bottom. Oh that I ſhould be fo nelle in my love, as 
0 love Chri/} only by the eyes ard the nie chat is, tb love 
fim only in as lat, 2s fond and wooliſh ſenſe carrieth me, and 
% more. And when | ſee not, and ime}! not, and touch not, 
en 1 have all, to ſock. I cannot love parquzer, ror re joĩce 
„anief: But this is our weakneſs, till we be at home, and 
hail have aged mens ſtomacbs to bear Cbriſi's \ove. Pray for 
me, that our Lord would bring me back to you, with, a new 
eil agz of the golpel of Chrift. I forget not you. Grace, grace 
be with you. 5 | 


Aberd. 16373. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſiu, S. R. 
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IL. WILLIAM GLENDINING. 
Dear Brether, | | 
F are heartily welcome to that honour, that Criſt hath 
Y made common to us hoth, which is to fffer tor his 


Name. Verily, I think it my garland and. crown ; and if the 
kia and lite for this cauſe; I 


{ord frould ask of me my 
cid gladly, in his ſtrength, pay due debt to Chriſt's honour 
and glory, in that kind. Acquaint your ſelf with Chriſt's love, 
and ye ſhall not mils ro find neu golden mines and treaſures in 
Uriſt : Nay truly, we but ſtand beſide Chriſt, we go not in 
:0 im, to take our fill of him. But if he ſhould do two things, 


„ Draw the curtains. and make bare his holy face; And. 


thin, 2. Clear our dim and bleired eyes, to lee his beauty 


ad glory, he ſhould find my lovers. 1 would ſeek no more 


21ppinels, but a fight of him onear-hand, as tolee, hear, ſmell, 
and touch, and embrace him: But Oh, cloſed doors, and 


v2ils, and curtains, and thick clouds bold me in pain, While 


nd the ſweet burning of his love, that many waters cannot 
quench! O what ſad hours have I, when I think, that love of 
Chriſt ſearreth at me, and bloweth by me! if my Lord jeſus 
would come to bargaining for his. love, I think, he ſhould 
ke price himſelf; 7 flibuld not reſuſe ten thouſand years in 


nal, to have a wide ſou! enlarged: and made wider, tbat 1 
iht be exceedingly [even to the running over Hilled with 


aus love. O what am 7 to love fuck an Ove, or to be loved by 


that high and lofty One ! I thirk the angels may bluſh to Jock | 


upon him'z and what am 7 to le ſuch iphnite brightneſs with 
”y linful eyes ! O that Ch it would comeneargand ſtand fill, 
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286 Mr. Rutherfoords Epift. 5 
and give me Nc ave to look upon him . For 0 Ie leemeth the 

or man's privilege, ſince he may, for nothing, and t gut 
Fire. behold the Sun. 7 ſhould have a King's lite, e / 4 
no other thing to do, but for evermote to behold and ee 


GO — | 
fair Lotd Jeſas:; Nay, ſuppole I were holden out 2: hoayer's 


fir entry. / ſhoald be Happy for evermore, to look throuph 2» 
hole in the door, and ſee my deareſt and fatreſt Lord's (ce. y 
great Kino, *why ſtaudeſt thou aloof ? why remaine{# 
beyond the mountains * G Welbeloped, why doſi thu 11:4 5 
peor Jout with delays A long time out of thy glocicu g 
{ence is two» deaths and two hells to me; we mul moct, ! 
mult ſee him, I dew not want him. Hanger: and longing ©: 
Chriſt, hath brought on ſach a neceſſity of enjoying Chri/? that, 
coft me whot it w:ll, I cannot but atture Chriſt, I will not, 7 
Acw not want him: For Þ cannot maſter or command Criſis 
love; ny, hell [as I now think'} and all the paius i: 
or. me alone, would not put me from loving: Yea, up pol 
my Lord Jeſus would not love me, it is above my ſtrength oi 
power, to keep hack or impriſon the weak love I have, tut it 
muſt. be out to hit: I world ſet heaven's joy aſide, ant ys 
upon Chriſt's love its alone ; let me have no joy, but the 
warmneſs and fire gf God's love, I ſeek no other, God knows 
eth; if this love be taken from me. the bottom is fallen out of 
all »;y happineſs and joy ;" and therefore I believe Chi will 
never do me that much harm, as to bereave a poor priſoner of 
his love; it were cruelty to take it from me: And nc who ns 
tinduejs it ſelf, cannot be cruel. Dear brother, weary rot 
of my {weet Maſter's chains; we are ſo much the {cr to 
Chriſt, that we ſuffer : Lodge not a hard thought of my royal 
King; rejoice in his croſs. Your' deliverance ſleepeth not, 
Me that will crane, is not fiack of bis promiſe ; Wait or cor 
God's timeous ſalva ion; ask not when, or how long? J hope, 
he ſhall loie nothing of you in the fr nate, but dro/s Com. 
mit your cauſe in meekneſs (forgiving your opprefſirs) rod, 
and your ſentence thall come back from him laughing. Vi” 
Bridegroem's day is poſting faſt on; and this world, that ſecm- 


eth to go with a long and a ſhort foot, ſhall be put in wo 


ranks: Wait, till, your ten days be ended, and hope for it! 
crown; Chriſt will not give you a blind in the end. Com. 
mend me to-your wife and father, and to Baillie M. A. ard 
ſend this letter to him. The prayers of Chrift's priſcner be 
upon you, and the Lord's preſence accompany you. 


2 


* 


os 


Aberd. July & 183). © Wars in bis fweet Tord Feſta, 5. R. 
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Ot ar Erothęr. | p 
ict, werey and peace be to you : I beſeech you in the 
bord Jeſus, make faſt and ſure work of life ter nal: Dow 
not rotten ſeed 3 every man's work will (peak, for it (ei, what: 
ed hath been. O how many [ze i, who ſow to the Hef! 
Als, what a crop will that be, when the Lord the'! out in 
„ hook ro reap this werld, that is ripe and white for judg- 
ment? 1 recommend to you hojineſs and ſanctification, and 
the you keep your ſeif clean from this preſent evil world. 
We aclight to tel our oon dreams, and to Hatte gur Den 
eh with the bope we have : i: were wiſden: for tis to be free, 
plein, honeſt * ſharp wit our own fouls, and to charge 
them to brew better, that they may drink well, and fare 
e, when time is melted away Ike ſnow in a hot ſummer. 
Y how 1rd à thing is it, to get the ioul to give up with all- 
dungs cn this tide of death and doomſday We ſay, We are 
r-:noving and going from this world; but our heart EY 
t ore foot off its ſeat. Alas! I ire few heavenly-minde 
lo91's, that have nothing upon the earth, but their budy of 
going up ard down this eirth, becauſe their ſoul ard the 
20wers of it are up in heaven, and the: «© their hearts live, 
ire, enjoy, rejbyce. Oh! mens fouls have no wings, and. 
ncrefore night and day they keep their neit, and arc not ac- 
nt with Chriſt. Sir, Take you to your one bing, to 
t, that ye may be acquainted with the taſte of his ſweet - 
nc and exceliency,and charge your love not to dote upon this 
; for it Will pot do your buſineſs in that day, when 
ing will come in god Read to you, but God's fa vdur: 
i3ui!d upon Chriſt ſome good, choice and faſt werk, for when 
*2Uur ſou) for many years hath taken the play, and hath poſted, 
and wandred through the creatures, ye will come home again 
wth the wind :'They'are not good, at leaſt not the ſoul's 
5904 it is the infinite God-headthat muſt alley the ſharpneſs 
Hur hunger after happinels ; otherwiſe there ſhall ſtill be 
- went of ſatisfaction to your defires : And it he would caſt in 
n worlds in your deſires, all ſhall fall through, and your 
fout thall ſtill exy red hunger, black hunger : bur I am fure 
dere is ſufacient for your in Chriſt, if 'ye had ſeven fouls and 
dcn deſires in you. Ob if I could make my Lord Jeſus. 
market. ſwert, lovely, deltrable, ahd falr to all the wy f 
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had, With my Welbeloved, amongſt the 


miable to many thoulands ' O how little doth this mort 


* 


1 
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than I can ſay of him! O if I had a pledge or pawn to 
dawn for a ſeaful of his love That I could come 
much of Chriſt, as would ſatisfię griening and lonzins ! 
him, or rather increaſe, it, till I were in full poſſeſſtan 
Know, we mall mect, and therein I rejoyce. S, Stand 15; 
in the truth of Chriſt, that ye have received: Yield no 
winds, but ride out, ard let Chriſt be your Anchor, and 1: 
only He, whom ye {hall look to ſee in peace. Pray jor 2 his 
priſoner, and that the Lord wouid 9 1 among you io tc-/ 
is people. Grace, grace he with you. 

berd. 16379, _ Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſws, S. R. 
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N 0 HN FLEMING, Baile of Leit. 


Werthy Sir, | ONT 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: The Lord bath broug!: 
me ſaf2 to this [ſtrange town; bleſſed be las holy nam, 
I nnd his crois eaſie and light; and I hope he ſhall he with tus 
poor ſold Fojeph, who is leparated from his brethren : His 
comforts have ahounded towards me, as if Chriſt thought 
ſame [it] may {peak o to be in the comm ot fuc! a poor 
man as I am, and wou d nag have ine loſe any thing in bis 
errands. My eremles have, beſide their intention, nude ine 
more bleſſed, and have put me ina ſweeter poſſeſſion o Chri't, 
thin ever T had before? only the memory of the fair d. 
Hoo intruſted to m 
keepeth me low, and ſowreth my unſeen jo); but it mut. 
fo, and he is wiſe, who tutoreth me this way: For that wle 
my brethren have, and L vw ant, and others of his Word 


have, 
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babe, In cantent, my faith will Fit God my happiuels ;- 


* 1 — . 
eon offendeth, that his father giveth him. not hire, twice 
a vear ; for He ig to abide in the houſe, when inc inheritarce 
„„ be divided: It is better God's children live upon hope, 
dan upon hire. Thus, remembring thy love to your worthy 
„ ind wife; 1 bleſs you and ber, and all yours, in the 
Lor. 3 Name. | 


/iberd. Sept. 20. | Tours 1 bi s only, only 
1837 | Lora Je ſia, 8. R. 
— — — — — — —— — —— — — — — 


William Glendining, Baillie ef Kirceudbright, 
Alena | | 


. * 2 0 
WortDy dir, 


Rade. mercy and Peace be to You : 1 2m.well, honour be 


t God, and as well as a-rejoycing priferer of Chriſt 


ebe, hoping that one day he, tet whom row ſuffer, ſhall 
enlarge me, and put me above che threatnings of men, I 


I ometimes fad, heavy and. caſten down, at the memory of 


+ tair days U bad witu Chrift, in Au wetb, Kirkeudbright, &e. 
nc remembrance of a feaſt encreaſeth hunger in a hungry 
man; but WU krnoweth, but our Lord will yet cover a table in 
due wilderneſs to his hungry bairns, and build the old waſte 
3/1025 in Scotland; and bring home Zzon's captives ? I defire 
dee no more gloricus ſight, til! I fee the Lamb on his 
1 brone, than to tee mount Zion all green with graſs, and the 
tw lying upon the tops of the raſs,”.and the crown pur 
upon Chrilt's head in Sronand again: And U believe it ſhall 
be ſo, and that Chriſt ſhall maw down Ins enemies, and fl 
die pits with their dead bodies. - I find people here dry and 


:-couth : A man pointed at fo: ſufferiig, dare not be coun- 


t-ranced 4, ſo that iam like to at mine alone upon the ground: 
But my Lord payrth me well herne again; for I have neither 
rorgue, nor pen, nor heart: to exprets the ſweetreſs and cx- 
«ciency of the love of Chriſt. Chriſt's hony-combs drop 
nony, and floods of conſolation upon my foul 5; my chains 
are gold: Chaiſt's croſs is all overgilded and pertumed ; his 
priſon is the garden and orchard of my delights : I would 
% through burzing-quick to my lovely Chriſt; I Neep in 
his arins all the night, and my head betwixt his Lreaſfts ; my 
W-lbeloved is "altogether lovely : This is all nothing, to that 


+ bich my ul hath felt. Let no tnan, for my cauſe, ſear at 


Chriſt's * ofs : If my ſti end, place, country, credit, had 
been au caridomy 2 lüog don, den Jong 


"= &3 » 


Cos, ang a whole 


* 

a” 
Pg 
Þ hn 


290 Mr. Ruthoifoord's Pritt, 158 


earth; all were too little for the crown and tec wn nh... 
royal King. Mine enemies . mine enemies hays made . 
bleTed : They have ſent me to the Brideg rooms i nber 
T.ove is his banner over me : 1 jive a king's life; L !! 
thing but heaven, and the poſſeſſion of the cron: MY 
3s great, Chriſt is vo nig ard to me. Dear Broth le 
tre Lord jolus and his heart-broken Bride. I e 

hope) remember my diſtreſled Brother. to your chr, 


w mber my love to your wife, let Chriſt wart moth; 


- 


mY 


1 


_ Boa © 
2 2 ¶W— 


N us : His garments ſhall be rolled is che blood of the lz ot 
Stand. Grace, grace be with you. Pray for Cirifi%s wy; : 

1 joner. 3 100 | 3 

fi Aberd. Sept. 21. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Tord Teſs, S. . 8 
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. ROBERT GOKD:ON: of Kae che 


. Dear Brother, * . 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. Lam by God's weroy 
| I come now to Aberdecn, tne place of in confnem 
1. and ſettled in an honeſt man's houlg: I find the rwwn ren 
; cold, general, and dry is their kindfeſs; yet I Hd a 100 ine 
a in the heart of many {trangess. My challenges are r. . 

gur, and I find old forgs are bleeding of new; fo danger oy, 

and painful is an anderemted conſcience; vet I have n 
to the bloqd, that is phy ſick for {ach fores : But verily, | =; 
Chriſtianity is conceived to be more calie and ligbter than 1 
is; ſo that I lometimes think,” I never knew ary thing. h. 

the letters of that name; for. our nature conterteth it ie | 
with littic in godlinets, Our Tord, Lord, feemeth to us, 1:1 
Lord Lords : lit tie holineſs in d balante is much, bectule if 
is our ou bolineſs; and we loye to lay ſmall bardens ub 
our foft natures, and to make à fair court way to beaver 
And I know it: were neceflary to take more pains than we dc, 
and not to make heaven a city more eaſily taken than (oc 
hath, made it: I periwade my ſelf, many runners mall come 
mort ard get a diſappointment. Oh |. bow eaſie is it to de. 
ceive our {cives, and to ſleep, and wiſh that heaven may f. 
down in our laps! Yet, for al: my Lord's glooms, I find © n 
{weer, gracious, loving, kind: and I want both pen and u 
to ſet forth the fairneſs, beauty and ſweetneſs of Chriſt's love, 
and the lpnour of this croſs af Chriſt, which is glorious to ne. 
though the world thinketh ſhame thereof: I verily think, ha. 
the cross of Chriſt would bluſh and think ſhame of theſe N N 
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ind wodddlings, who are ſo married to their gredit. That 
they ve aſhamed of the ſufferings of Chriſt. O thy honour, 
i» be ſcourged, ſtoned with Chriſt, and to go through 2 
„ace death to life eternal | But men ve guld have lam- 
eres againſt Chriſt's eroſs. Now, my fear Brother, tor- 
get not the priſoner of Chriſt; for 1 tee very few here, who 
dle rar God, Grace be with, you. Let wy.love in Chriſt 
21d 4carty affection be remembred to your kind wife, and 
i „our brother Fehn, and to all friends. The Lond Jeſus 
be with your ſpirit. * | | 


Hberd. Sept. 20. Jour in his only, only 
162%. ik SY . Lord Joſus, S. K. 
Wa a — —— — 8 —— 2 SS | 


# . y”=_= —_— 


To EARLSTOUN Danger. 


Much honoured Sir, . - N | 
2 dice, merey, ard peace be to you: I am well, Cbriſt 
CF irinmpheth in me, bleſſed be his Name: I have ah things, 


* 


thaken : make tight work at the bottom, yu your ſhips Mall 
Cor 


it all ftorms, if withal your anchor be fait ned upon 
p * Y . -4* v is 


292 Mr. Rutherfoord's Rpiſt. if, 
is All, to gain Chriſt / All other things are nden 2c. 
fancies, and nothing. Sir; remember my love to Your wth * | 
I pray for merey and grade to her I wift her on 
ward heaven» As I promiſcd to write, fo thew Hr t 
thing in my {Lord's ſer vice 3 Chriſt will nor be in fr; 104 
fan's common as mine. Gr ge. grace be with you. 
Aerd. Sept. 22. 1637. urs in his fweet Lord Fr 5p 


Poor 
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b JOHN GORD ON. 


Worthy and dear Brother, SE et 

Race, mercy and peace be to you I have been toy long 
Jin wriltngto you, but multituue of letters taketh in) 
Mi time from me. Fbleſs his great Name, whom” ift in th; 
3 ſpirit, if it came te voting amongſt angels and men, how en. 
! cellent and iweet Chriſt is, even in his r-proaches and in 
#1 croſs, I $annot- but vote with che firſt, chat n that is . 
a both eroſs ard crown, kiffes and glooms, embracentens aw 
frownings and ſtrokes are ſweet and glorious. God {-r mn: 

F no more happineſs in heaven, or out of heaven, but (ri 
1 For I find this world, when I have looked upn it on both des, 
. within and without, and when I have ſeen even the laughing 
Amd lovelys»like fide of it to be but à fools idol, a clay-pritun; 
L q, let it nat be the neſt that ny hope buildeth in. 1 hive 
now cauſe to judge mꝝ part of this earth nut worth a 
| ſmoke, or a- moathfut of brotvn bread, © IL with ny 1: 
may take a runningsleap, and skip over time's pleatures. irs 
ig and goid-trile,-chis vain earth, and refit pon ny 
ord,, O how great is our night-darkneſ3 in this wilder! 
To have. any conceit ati of this" world, IS, 28 4 man w od 
eloſe his hand ful of water, and, holding his hand in ther 
lay, all the watey of the flood is his, as if it were indeed al! 
Within the compaſs of: his hand: Who would nor lang! at th. 
thoughts of ſuch a crack-brain? Verily they have but 4n 
hand ful of water, and are but like a' child elaſping his to 
bands about a night -ſhadow, who idolire any created hope, 
but God. I now Jigbtiy, and put the price of a dream, or 
fable, or black nothing, upon all things, but God, 2nd chat 
defirable and Love 2 my Lord Jeſus; Let ai! the 
would be nothing (for nothing was their ſeed and not ber and 
let Cod he al things. My very dear Brother, know, ye 2 
as near Heaven, 48 ye are far from your ſelf, afid far from tile 
love of a berviectifng and wWhoriſn world : For ws world, 1 

* - | 11775 N 
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Fein 786 glory, is but che great and notable common 
are, that all the ſons of men have been in fangy and luſt 
c % bet 500 Years : the: childi cn, that they have tegot- 
„un this uncouth and luſtful lover, arc but vanity, 
+115, g d-imaginations ad night · thought For there 1s 
d £904 ground here; under rhe coycring'of heaven, mer, and 
©. wearicd Souls, to ſet: gown their root upon O.! Hy whe 
led Gd, that One whom they term Jæſus Chriſt. is worth 
ing indeed 3/even if! 1 given away all without my 
oc, my foul, and my felt for weer ſeſus my Lord 
tho claim be cancelled, ; that the creatures haye. tc tae 
re that claim my Lord Jeſus bath ta me O that he would 
Lim peer me, my ſilly, ligbt and worthleſs foul! © that he 
old rurſoe his claim tu the utmoſt point, and not want nie 
7 {1 15 m7 pain, and remedileſs ſorrow. to want bim. fee, 
bing in this lie, but Guks, and ,mires, and. dreams, add Hes, 
wiling ditches, and ill round for us to build upon. Lain, 
ly pectivaded of Chriſt's victory in Scotland, but 1 fear 
vic lard be not yet ripe and white for mwrev 7. Yet dare 
alter (upon my lalvatior) with the loffes of the Church of 
geoti Aud, that her foes afternoon: ſhall ſing dele and ff row tor 
vote, and that her Joy fhail 1 be arg er, 
br „ Cali clear: but vengeare and burning all be to 
her ad yerlaries, and the finners: of this land. Oh that we 
232)1 be rwakned fo prayers and humiliation !. Then ſhould. 
117 Sun iiiine like ſeven Suns in the heaven, then ſhould the 
1 emple of Chriſt be builded apon the mountain tops, and the 
land from. coalt to coaſt ſhould be filled with the glory of the 
Lord, Brother, Your day-task is wearing ort, your hour» 
os this ſpan-length and hand-breadth of lite will guickly 
pals ; add therefore take order and curſe with matters be- 
twixt you and Chriſt, before it come to open. 2 there 
v Quarters to be had of Chriſt, in open judgment. I know, 
+: fee yaur threed wearing ſhort, and that there are nor ma- 
inches to the. threed's end; and therefore loſe not time. 
«member me his priſoner, thatit would pleaſe the Lord, to 
oring nie again amongſt you with 2bundance of the golpels 
Ura'z, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1537 | Tears in TA ſmect Lord 
- Jeſus, 8. R. 
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hs To Mr. HUGH MACKAIL * 
- Reverend and dear Brother, 
Thank you for your letter: I canot but ſur you, that 
as I never expedted any thing from Chriſt, but +); e 
and kindneſs ; to he hath made me to find it, in the yy of 
my pilgrimage: And believe me, Arother, I give it 1+ vv 
under mine own hand-writ, that, whoſo looketh to che 
white ſide of Chrilt's croſs, and can take it up hend 
with faith and courage. ſhall Hud it ſuch a burden 25 {411% 17 
to a ſhip, or wings to a bird. 1 find my Lord hath over. j! 
ded that black tree, and hath perfu med it, and died , wy ch 
joy and contolation. Like a tool, once I Would ne 
lead with Chriſt, and ſlander him to others of urkin nes 
ut U truſt in God, not to call his gloowrs wilkind a tor 
ke hath taken from me my lackcioth: and Iv. oth 227170! tell 
you, what à poor Foſepbh and priſoner (with whon wy a0. 
ther's children were angry} doth now think of” kind Chat. 
1 willchide no more, providing he will quit ow al) by 909-51 
for | am poor. | am taught in this ill weather, to 56 on + 
tee-fide of Chriſt,and to put him in between me ani the 
and | thank God I.ywalk onthe ſunny - ſide of che brac. f 
it, that ve may [peak in my behalf the praiſes mv 1 
others, that my bonds may preach. - O if all %ot{2r:4 ine y 
the feaſts and love- linke, and viſits, that the Pelate tr ve 
ſent me unto! I will verily. give my Lord ſeſus a tree 4! 
charge of all, that I, like a fool, laid to his charge, and boy 
him pardon to he mends. God grant, that, in my temptu 
*ions, I come not on his nana again, and never again ia 
a raving againſt my Phyſician, in my fever. Hecht, 
plead with your Mother, while ye have time: A por 
would be a High feaſt to me; but I dare not ſay oi word. / 
gainſt him, who hath done it: I am; not out of the Houſe 
vet; my feet Maſter faith, I ſhall have Heu ot his 
own elbow, albeit their Huagegue will need force tu cat ww. 
out. A letter. were 2 work of charity to me. Grace be »it 
you. Pray for me. | 
Aberd. Novemb. 22. Tour Brother and Chriſt's 
1636. Peri ſener. 8. K. 
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mD JAMES MURRAY. 
Dear Brother, | 
Received your Letter: I am in good health of body, but 


1 far better in my ſoul. I find my Lord no worle than b.. 
| 7 | word ; 


FEpiſt. 163. LETTERS. 295 
word ; 1 will be with him in trouble, is made good to me now 
11- L-xreth the fighing of the priſoner. Brother, | am com- 
ried in my royal Prince and King: The world knoweth not 
our lite, it is a myſtery to them: We have the ſunny fide of 
+he world, and our paradiſe is far above theirs, yea, our weep- 
ing above their laughing, which is but Hike the crackling ot 
ers under a pot; and therefore we have good caule te 
Acht it out, for the day of our Laureation is approaching. I 
find my prilon the weeteſt place, that ever j was in: m 

| ord lelus is kind to me, and hath taken the mask off his face, 
and 15 content to quit me all by-gones; 1 dare not complain 
of him. And for my ſilence, 1 lay it before Chriſt; I hope 
it ue be a ſpeaking ſilence : He, who knoweth what | would, 
ut th that my ſoul deſirech no more, but that King ſeſus 
1.44 be great in the north of Scotland, in the ſtath, and in the 
e and weſt, through my ſufferings for the freedom ot my 
i.o:d's houſe and kingdom. If I could keep good quarters in 
ime to come with Chriſt, 1 would fear nothing: But Ob! 
Oh! complain of my woful outbreakings ; I tremble at tlie 
- ia mbrance of a new out caſt betwixt him and me; and i 
bas cauſe, when I contider what {ack and lad days I have had, 
tor his abſence, who is now come. I find Chriſt dow not be 
long, unkind 3 our Joſeph's bowels yern within him, he cannot 
{macher love long, it muſt break out at length. Praiſe, praiſe 
with me, Brother, and defire my acquaintance to help me: 1 
{ire not conceal his love to my ſoul, i wiſh you all a part of 
my leaſt, that my Lord Jeſus may be honoured : I allow you 
vt i hide Chriſt's bounty to me, when ye meet with ſuch 
a: know Chriſt, Ye write nothing to me, what are the cruel 
mercies of the prelates toward me: The miniſters of this 
Town, as J hear, intend that I ſhyll be more ſtrictly confine, 
or elte tranſported, becauſe they find fome people affect me. 
Grace be with you. / | 

Aberd. Nov. 21. 1637. Yours in the Lord Jeſus, S. K. 


Ver 7. gy 


PO —_ 


—— ðĩV—2—ß — 


7: JOHN FIL EMIN G Bailie ef Leith. 


My very worthy Friend, 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you: I received your Let- 

FI ter: I bleſs my Lord through Jeſus Chriſt, I find his 
word good, 1/ai. xlviii. 10. 1 Have choſen thee in the fur- 
mace of afflittion, and Pſal. xci. 15. 1 will be with bim in 
i10wble, I never expected ether 2 Chriſt's hand, but me 
e Si PETE good 


m «©, ar ws 2 = — 


Wine. 1 togk up an Action again Chriſt my Lord ; 
laid, This is my death, he hat: 


296 Mr. Ratherſocr Þ Epiſt. 164, 
goods and comfort; and I am not diſappointed nnd m, 
Lord's crols over-gilded and oiled with comforts. My Lord 
hath now {town me the white fide of his croſs: 1 Wald net gg. 
change my weeping in priſon with the fourteen prelate la gh. 
ter, amidit their hungry and Jean Joys. This world knaweth 
not the tweetnels of Corilt's love, it is a myſtery to them, 4 
my hr{t coming here, | found great heavineis, eipecia li be. 
eauſe it had pleaſed the Prelates to add this gentle cru eg 
ta my former tufterings (for it is gentle to them) to uhu 
the miniſters of the town to give me the liberty of puls; 

} {aid, What aileth Chriſt at my ſervice? But 1 was fo}. þ- 
hath ghid himſelf Friends with me: If ye and others of Gl): 
children mall praiſe his great Name, who maketh worth, -! 
men witneſſes for him, my filence and ſufferings ſhe!! prend 
More than my tongue could do; if his glory be ieen in me; | 
am fjatisfed ; or | want no kindnets of Chriſt. And, $;,, | 
dare not ſmother his !iberality : [write it to you, that © nw 


. praiſe, and deſire your brother and others to join With ie it 


this work. his land ſhall be made deſolate; our-inicu'ri-4 
are full: The Lord faith, we ſhall drink and ſpue ard . 
Remember my love to your good kind wifes - Grice be 
with you. | | AFL. 

Aberd. Nov. 13. 1638. Tg in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. &. 
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Rev xii; 11. And they overcame the dragon by the blcod of 


the Lamb, and the wird of their teſtimony; and t 
not their liver unto the death. | | 


Mauch honoured Sir, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to lee you 2 
paper, and to be refreſhed by you. I cannot bur de- 

fire you, and charge you to help me to praiſe him, who tee 
etha poo priſoner with the fatneſs of his houſe. O 10 
weighty is his love! O but there is much telling in Chri- 
kindneſs! The Amen. the faithful and true Witnels hath paid 
me my hundred fold, well told, and one to the hundred 
Lcomplained of him, but he is owing me nothing now. S1 I 
charge you to 72 me to praile his goodneſs, and to proclaln 


« . * . 1 
to others my Bridegroom's kindneſs, whoſe love is better . 
| * arial 


or 


| 


. t my mee 
forgotten me Bu 4 Lord 


Ss Haw 
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held his peace, and beheld me, and would not conrend for the 
lat ond of fiyting 3 and now. he hath che nimilelf Eriends 
4: me: And now | fee, he muſt be God, and 1 muſt be 
4h, 1 pats from my ſummons, / acknowiedge he might haye 
en me ray fill of it, and never troubled himſelf: But now 
© th taken away the mask; I have heen comtorted, he could 
mat her his love any longer to a priſoner and a ſtravger. 
{cd grant that I may never buy @ plea againſt Chriſt again, 
it may keep good quarters with him. 1 want no kind es, 
20 love-takens: but oh, wiſe is his love for, norwithſtand- 
irg ofthis hot Summer-blenk, I am keeped low with the grief 
ov filence'y for his word is in me, as a fire in my boweis; 
bie the Lord's Vineyard laid waſte, and the heathen en- 
+4 intothe Sanctuary: and my belly is pained, and my foul 
'1 1-2yincts, becauſe the Lord's pevple is gone into captivity, 
ud hecauſe of the fury of the Lord, and that wind (but nei- 
the» i» fan nor to purge) that is coming upon apoſtate Srot . 
. Aifo 1 am kept awake with the late wrong done tu my 
brother ; but I truſt ye will counſel and comfort him. Yet in 
this miſt, I fee and believe, the Lord will hea) this halt ing 
K and will day her ſtones with fair colours, and her fouur 
tions with ſepphir ex, and wil. make her wind oms 4 agates, 
aud ber gates rarbuncles, iſe, live 11, 12. And for braſs bn 
ll bring gold: He hath created the ſmith chat tormed the 
and, no weapon in war ſhall proſper againſt us. Let us be 
ad and rejoice in the Lord, ide his {alvation is near to come. 
Kemember ine to your wife and your ſon Job: And I entreat 
you to write to me. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. December 30. Towrs in his enly only 
1638. „ Lend Jeſus S. R. 
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To M.. JOHN FER GUS HILL 


Reverend and welbeloved in our Lord Jeſiu, 0 

i Mult till provoke you to write by my lines, whereat ye 
i need not wender; for the croſs is full of talk, and ipeak it 

muſt, either good or bad: Neither can griet be ſilent. / have 
0 diftay nor inditement to bring againſt Chriſt's crolo, ſeeing 
ui hath made a friend! y agreement hetwiæt me and it, and we 
«re in terms of love together. If my formet miſcarriages, 
amy now filent Sabbaths, ſeem to me to ſpeak, wrath from 
the Lord, I dare ſay, it is but Satan borrowing the «ſe and 


loan of my cowardly-and feeble epprebenſions, which itart at 
$3 ſtrams 


A. 


\ 


q 
1 
| 
| 
* 
+4 
*, 
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ſee old eroſſes would have done nothing at me, and there- 


talk with my foul, and make me tremble. I have often 


298 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 36; 
firams. I know faith is not ſa faint and foolith 4+ to (roy 
at every falſe alarm: Yet I gather this out of it, Ul 
ey who are graced of God to guide a croſs W 
there is ſome «rt required therein. 7 pray God na . 
be ſo ill friend fead, as that Chriſt my Lord ſhould g, 
to be my own tutor and my own phyjician., Shall 7 not chi 
but my Lord Jeſus, who deſerveth his owz place die., 
will cake his own place upon him, as it becometh Jim. 
that he will fill his own chair? For in this is his at: 
comport us, and thoſe that ere caften down, in al 
bulations, 2 Cor. i. 4. Alas, I know I am a foo! to 12} + 
or defeft in Chriſt's way with my foul. It 7 have 

to preſent to Chriſt at his appearance, yet / pray G 


7B 


£45 (1 No! 


. 


be able, with joy, faith, and conſtancy, to ſhew the Cra 
my talvation, in that day, a bloody-head, that 7 rec iy 
his ſervice: Howhbeit my faith hang by a ., 1 
tbreed, I hope the tack ſhall not break; and how m: 
Lord get no ſervice of me but broken wijhes, ye. 
theſe ihall be accepted upon Chriſt's account. I have 
to comfort me, but that ſay, Oh! will che Lord d h 
an hunyry en-waiter ? The ſmell of Chriſt's wine 
which ſurpaſs the up- taking of dull ſenſe, bloweths upn mr 
foul, and / get no more for the mean time. 7 am ture, tu 
2 famiſhins body fee meat, and give him none mie 
able pain: Our Lord's love is not ſo cruel, as to let 5: 
mas lee Chraſt and heaven, and never give him more, {or w44t 
of money to buy: Nay, I rather think Chriſt ſuch fair m.. 
wares, as buyers may have without Money and with price. 
And thus 7 know, it ſhall not ſtand upon my want of 2144.) - 
for Chrift, upon his own charges, muſt buy my wean 
garment, and redeem the inheritance, which I have torieited, 
and give his werd for one the like of me, who am not la- 
hiding of my ſelf: Poor folks mull. either borrow or 62; {rv 
the rich; and the only thing that commendetb urn, wo 
Cbriſt, is extreme neceſſity want: Chriff's love is 
to make and provide a ranſom and meney for a poor 177, 
who bath lot his purſe. Ho, ye that ha uo money, eme 
Say, Iſa. lv. 1. at is the poor man market. Now, or0ther, 


fore Chrift heth taken a new freſh rod to me, that ſecmath t 
ado now 'with faith, when I he my compaſs, and am 6/1 
on a rect, than thoſe who are my bebelders, ſtandingg 
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than taken. Tord ſend the wearied man a herr med 
J. ! from Chriſt : I think often it is aſter ſupper wit me, and 
{ »12 heavy © O but I would fleep foundly, with Chriſt s left 
Lind under my head, and his right: hand embracing me 1 
evil could not pill that bed. When I conſider how 
dr Chriſt hath cared for me in this prilon, / think, he 
+ haniled me as the bazrn, that is pitied and bemoanct : 
ere nou more till J be in heaven, but ſuch a teaſt and fill of 
Cs love, as T would have; this love would be fair and 
Aorning, vaf}ments, which would beautifie and ſet forth my 
bingk unpleatant crols. I cannot tell, | 
2 great laad I would bear, it 7 had a hearty fil of the love of 
tht lovely One, Chriſt Feſaus: Oh it ye would ſeck and pray 
- that to me! I would give Chriſt all his love-ſtiles and 
ticles Of honour, if he would give me but this; ney, I would. 
i! my {elt (if 7 could) for that love. I have been waiting te 
ic, what friends of place and pawey would do tor us: Bur 
when the Lord looſeth the pins of his of own tabernacle, be 
will have himſelf to be acknowledged as the only Buiider up 
thercot;, and therefore / would take back again my hope, that 
ent and laid in pan jn mens bands, and give it wholly to 
all. It is no time for me now to ſet up idols of my own: 
were a pity to give an oance-weight of hope to any belies 
think him well worthy of all my hope, though it 
ere as weighty as both heaven and earth. Happy were , it 
| had any thing that Chriſt would ſeek or accept of: But now 
das, I lee not what ſervice I can do to him, except it be to 
k a little, and babble, upon a piece of paper, egit 
ine loye of Chriſt, I am often as it my faith were wadſet, ſa 
chat 1 cannot command it; and then, when he hideth himſelf, L 
run to the other extreme, in making earth wing and foe of iy 
tale as big as à mountain of iron: And then misbelief can 
bin out an hell of heavy and deſponding thoughts; then 
£4114 ſeeketh lewborrows of my unbelieving apprebentions, 
d chargeth me to believe his day-light at mid-n:ight. But 
make plegs with Chrift, though it be it! my common. ſo ta do: 
It were my happinels, when I am in his houſe of wine, and 
when T nnd a 4 if 1 could hearten and bear for the 
dune to come, In. xlii. 23. But I ſec, we miſt be off our feet, 
in wading a deep water; and then Chriſt's love findeth 
©meous employment, at ſuch a dead lift as thit : And buludes, 
ater broken hroms, bairnps learn to 
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the ſhire, are am are of. A counſel to a ſick man is ſtoner 


my dear brother, what 
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à deformed häxlot, as chat it ſhould wrong Chriſt of our oe. 


End perifiiing things! And alas, our ſhip [filcth one way, - 
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If k come to heaven any way, howbeit like a ticd 
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and back-{Iiding Church ; it is like an old Gowing-mo?l, le. 
ing to the one fide; and there is none of all her for- 


fee & prop under her. I know, I need not bemo nn .. 
for he careth for his own honoter, more than I can do: b (hy 0 
can blame me to be wo (it had grace ſo to do) to (>. my; 
Welbeloved's fair face ſpitted upon, and bis crown plug. t of 
His head, and the ark gf God taken, and carried in e 75113. 

Nines cart, aud the kine put to carry it, who will ++ it {/!! +, i! 


Tours in Chriſt Feſus his Lori, 5. 3 
— | — — — 2 
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Dear Brother, 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you. Your cafe is ut. 
I to me. whether ye be yet bur Lord*s'prifoner at Wt 
rnot! Howe yer it be, Iknow our Lord ſeſus hath cor on 
quiting for you; and that he hath honoured you to bar hi. 
Chains, Which is the golden end of his croſs; and ſo bat! 
mailed out a choſen and honoyrable'crofs for you: Lwiſh yu 
muth j and cernfort of it; for I have nothing to ſay af Cr 
große hut much good: Thope, my il word ſhall never me-t 
Either Thrift, or his ſweet and eafie croſs. I know he tele! 
Of 1:3 av' *#t-caff with this houſe of clay, this motber-pr-/vn. 
his earth, that we love full well; and verily, when Cr 7 
Net my candle, and cauſeth my light to ſhine u , 
one of my greateſt weinders, that dirt and clay bio ic 
much courthyith afoul not made of clay; and that cur 'o 
$oeth out of kind fo far, 4s to make ab idol of this carth, uc!: 


1 


How kast, hau faſt derh gür ſhip fail! And how fair a W 
Hath time, rd He is off theſe coalts, and this land of 4 
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feet 
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nd to build a fooP g, 7 know not where, ard to lay our 
„ge un the ſea-mark, and faſten our bits of broken n- 
hors upon che worft ground in the we this fleeting and 
Neriſliing lite; and in the mean while, time and tide carry. 
upon another life, and there is daily leſs and lets oil in our 
Jam, 4d leſs and leſs fand in our watch-glaſs.  Owhat a 

{- corrie were it {or us, to loo away from the falſe beauty 
our borrowed-prifon, and to mind, and eye, and inſt for our 
country Lerd, Lord, take us Cnc. And tor my lelf, 1 think, 
if x poor, weak, dying ſheep Jeek for an old G ike, and the 
loe-ſide of an hill, in a Form, I have cauſe to long for a c- 
it on this ſtorm in heaven: I know none will take my. 
em 0900 my head there. But certainly, ſleepy bodies Fouls 


he at (oft and 2 well-made bed, and an old crazed hark at 4 


bare, and a weatied traveller at home, and a breathleſs horſe 
* the via end.” 1 ſee nothing in this life but iin, and the 
ſow: iruits of fins And O what a burden is ſin! And what 
ere and miſerable bondage is, it, to be at the nod, and 
17: and ray's of Tych a lord-malter as a body of in!; Truly, 
when Uthirck ef it, it is a wender that Chriſt maketh not firs 
d athes of ſuch a dry branch as Fam. I Would on lie 
en under Chriſt's feet. and bid him trample upon me, when 
' contider my guiltineſs: But ſeeing he hath ſworn, that {an 
Hu not loofe his unchang#2ble covenant, I keep houſe · room 
+non2f the reſt of the Mlearned bairns, and muſt" curmber 

erg of the houſe, with the reſt, till my Lord take the 
ders off legs and arins, and deſtroy this Body of fin, and 
012%. hole or 4 breach in this cage of earth, that the 
map Aeg out, and the impriſoned ſoul be at liberty. In 
(0 mean time, the leaſt intimation of Chriſt's love is tweer, 
ach the hope of marriage with the Bridegroom holdeth me in 
Pine joyfuf on-waiting, that when Chriſt's ſummer-birds ſſia 
ling upon the hranchès of the Tree of life, 7 hall be tune d 
5 God himſelt, to help them to ſing the home-coming of our 
Welbeloved and his Bride to their houſe cogether. When 1 
nk of this; I think winters ard ſummers, and years and 
4, ard time do me 4 pleaſure, that they Morten this 19. 
Red and weak threed of my life, and that they put fin and 
eries hand, and that they Mall carry me to my Brides 
, v0 Wthin'g clap, © Dear Brother, pray for me, that ; 
1 5 Wu 


| „ 

en many miles in on} hour, to haſten us upon eternity, and 
ar love ard hearts are failing cloſe back-over, and ſmiming 
awards eaſe; lawleſs pleaſure, vain horour,; periſhinz riches, - 
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would pleaſe the Lord of the Vineyerd to give we room 
preach is ige ft ana, Fo the great CORGreg ation. Gr. & 
grace he with you. Remember me to your wife. Y 

Aberd. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſu. S. . 


«„ Cav „„ mn rams et, ũ œ :: 8 Ge 


To the Lady CU LR OSS. 


+ 


Doo nw 


Rev. vii. 24. Theſe are they which came out of great tribal. 
tion, and have waſhed their robes, and * 5 Mem white 
in the blood of the Lamb. 
M AD A AM. | 
Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you. | 5+ 
ly long to be reireſhed with your letter. In. 74; 
honour end glory to the King eternal, immortel, and invite 
in better terms with Chriſt than I was. I, like a tool, fn 
amened my Flusband and Lord, and hbelled antindnecſy ip aint 
him ; but now IU paſs from that fooliſh purſuit, I give over the 
plea : he is God, and / am man. I was loofing 2 {alt ftore. 
and digging 4i the ground-ſtone (the love of gy Lord! to 
fake ard unicttle it; but, God be thanked, it is fair; all ! 
furs, in my priſon ne bath ſhewed me day-ligbt; be d 
not aide is love any longer. Chriit was diſguiſed and mas! 
ed, and / apprehended it was not he; and he heth fais , 
I, be not aſraids And now hy love # better then - 
that all the Virgins had part of the Bridegroom's loye, »here 
upon he maketa me to feed | Help me to praiſe : I charge you 
Aedam, help me to pay praiſcs; and tell others, ede 
ters of Ferultlem, how kind Chrilt is to 2 poor prior : E. 
hath paid me my hundred - fold, it is well told me, and one to 
the hundred ; / am nothing behind with Chriſt. Let not foes -, 
becaule of their lazie and ſoſt fleſh, raiſe a flander and an 1! 
report upon the croſs of Chriſt z it is ſweeter than fair. 
grace groweth beſt in winters This poor be Nes Kun, 
this i amons the thorns, ſhall hloſſom and augh upon . 
Gardener ; the Husband man's bleſſing ſhall light upon it. VU. 
if J could be free ot jealoufies of Chriſt, after this; and be- 
Meve, and keep good quarters with my deareſt Husband 1 
ke hath been kind to the ſtranger : And yet in all this tale u 
fummer-reether, I am keeped from ſaying, It 1j good te 
here, with my filence, and with grief to ſee my Mother wout- 
ded, and ber vail taken from her, and the fair Temp'-z eaſte 
down; and my belly in pained, my ſoul i heavy for the _— 


— 
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„ the daughter. F way people, and becauſe 4 . the fury 1 
he Lord, and hu ferce indignatzon agolrit upoitate Scotland. 
/ pray you, Aadd un, let me have that which is my prayer 

„that my (ul er1ngs may preach to the four quarters or 
. land ; and therefore tell others, how open-ha pled Chi 
been to the priſoner, and the oppreſied ſtranger: Why 
4 contcal it ? 1 know no other way bow to gloriſie 


941 # 


ri}, but to mike an open roclamation of his loves and of 
is loft and Cweet kiiles to me ih the furnace, and of his fidelity 
„ (oh as ſuffer for him. Give it me under your hand, that ye 

| help me to prey and pratje z, but rather to pretſe and re- 
n the {ulvation of God. Grace, grace be with you. 


* 
ww 06 


Aberd. Dec. 30. Tours in his deareſt, and only, 
1626, | ouly Lord Je ſul, In Mo 
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To the Lady CAR DONN ES 8. 

My dearly beloved and longed-for in the Lord, : 

"+ Race, mercy: and peace he to you. [ long to hear how 

} your 4 proſpereth, and how the Kingdaum of Corijt 

thriverh 10 zou. + exhort you and beleech you, in the hel; 
of Chriſt, faint not, weary not. There. is a great neceility of 
den; ye mult needs hive it: All other things, as owes, 
ands, children, hucband, fitends, country, credit, hralth, 
wealth, Hong, may be wanted; but heaven is your one thing 
ah, the gord part that ſhall not be taken from you. See 

that ye buy toe fieid where the Prarl is; ſell all, and make 
4 purchaſe of ſaivations Think it not eaſy, for it is à ſteep a- 
cent to eternal glory; many are lying dead by the way, that 
ire ſlain with ſecurity. I have now been led by my Lord je- 
lus to fuch a nick in Criſtianity, as I think lieels of former 
e. Oh what I want! I want lo many things, that I am 
molt asking if I had any thing at all. Every man thinketh 
ich enough in grace, till he take out his purſe, and tell his 
»oR%y, and then he findeth bis pack but poor and light in the 
Ay of a beavy trial. I found, I had not to bear ny expen- 
'25, ard thould have fainted, if want and penury had not cha- 
ec me to the Store-howſe of all. I beſeech you, make con- 
[21»nce of your-weys ; deal kindly and with conſcience with 
your tenants : To fill a breach, or an hele, make not à greater 
6240 in the conſcience. I wiſh plenty of love to your foul ; 
let the world bs the portion of baſtards, make ic not yours; 
er tac laſt trumpet is blown, the world ard all its 25 1 

| WI. 
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will be like an 14 houſe, that is burnt to aſhes, 5 like - 


this wor jd kindneſs: I wonder that men long after, 1g, 
care for theſe feathers ; it is almoſt an wcowth world 


9 1m 


to taink, chat men are ſo mad as to bloth with dead eat! 


give out conſraence, and to get in clay again, is a ſtrargt ba 
Nalin. I have written = mind at length to your Hu 
Write to me again his caſe; I cannot forget him in my proves; + 
Jam tooking, Chriſt hath' ſome claim ta him. 
ie that ye bear with him, when paſſion overtaketh tim. 4 
et anſwer putteth away wrath : Anſwer him in wha! |. 
{peak=tv, apd apply your ſelf in the fear of God * lim ; +»: 
then ye will remove a pound weight of your brawvy 
way, and fo it ſhall become light. When Chritt bi4-1 1; 1+ 
ſelf, wait on, and abe din till he return; it ie not time 
to be cereleſly patient: I love it, to be grieved when | | 
deth his {miles ; yet believe his love in a patient o-r1l/1;; 
and 6clieving in the dart, Ye maſt learn ta Win and ole 
up your head above the water, even when the fene of in 
preſence is not with you, to hold up your chin; 1 truit in 
he tha!! bring your ſhip ſafe to land,” 7 connfet you, ty; 
ſan'trfreatiun, and to be dead to this world : Tivo bind ©: 
an Knockbrex ; labour to benefit by his company ; be 
acquaint With Chrift. © 7 beg the help of 'your prayers, for / 
forget not you. Counſel yuur husband to ff * j, and 
to ſeek the Lord's face: Sheiv him from me, that ny joy and 


Aeſire is to hear he is in the Lord; God caſteth him ohn 


my mind, I cannot forget him: T hope, Chriſt and be haue 
ſomething to do together. Bleſs John From me; 7 write f 
ings to him, and to your husband and the reſt of your ch. 
dren. Let it not be {aid, / am not in yeur houle, thro! h 
neglect of the Sal hat Wexertiſt. N | 
' berths Feb. 20. + Torr lawful and loving paſtor i” 
162 7. bi only, only Lord, S. R. 
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T. JONET MACKCULLOCH. 
+ Dear S:fter, 


— ſæ —% 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how 


| your ſoul profpereth. I am as well as 4 prifoncr of Chriſt 
can be, feolted and made fat with the comforts of Gd: Oo 8 
f * — i 0 
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old fallen caſtie without a roof. , fy upon us, tools, „ 
thirk our ſeſves debtors to the world. My Lord hath brand 
me to this, that / would not give a drink of cf] | 


\ W 
Feiſt, 190. LETTER. 305 
Tiles are made ſweeter to my oul than ever they were, [ 
aud not change vy Maſter with all cha bangs of clay upon 
l t. O! my Welbeloved is altogetaer lovely ad lovang. 
01-2 not what fleſh can do. I perſwade my foul, I delixs- 
dee rte truth of Chriꝶ to you 3 fp not rom it, for no boaſts 
e men: if ye go againſt che tru// of Chrat, that 1 
iv {fer for, 1 hal bear witneſs againit Hou in the day of 
Chriſt. Sifer, taſten your , grips taſt on Sarilt.; follow not 
che guiles of this fizfud world: Let not this clay-portion 


LY 


r 4e 
1 


-«r!þ tale up your ſoul; it is the portion of bad ards, and e 


arc 2 cid of Gd; and tberetore ſeek your Father's hert- 
rages Send up your keart to tee the dwellirg-houſe and fair 
ms in the ne w city. H, fy upon thele, who cry, Up with 

+» 0.514, and dewn with conſcience and beaver We have 

bz -n's wits, and therefore we cannot 12 Ctuiſt aright. 
une! your husband and mot ber, to m 


anner target you. 


Herd. Feb. 20. Nur lawful paſior au, 
1037. brother, 8. R. 


"Swi e Are 


A Lod, | | 8 | | : ET 
1 Feceived Mr. T's Letter with your Lerdſbip's, and his 
learned thoughts in the matter of Crremenies. I ow re- 
ipect to the man's learning, for that 7 hear him oppoſite to Ar» 
2:14: heretics : but (wich reverence of that worthy man) 4 
wonder to hear ſuch Papiſh-like exprethions as he hath in his 
Leiter, as, Tewr P may ſpare doubtings, when the Kim 
and Church have agreed in the ſettling of ſuch Orders, and 
the Church's direction in things indifferent and circumſtautial 
(as if indifferent and circumfiantial were all one) ſhould be the 
rule of every private Chriſtian. I only viewed the papers two 
honrs tpace, the bearer haſtning me to write. / find the wor 


thy man not ſo ſeen in this controverſie, as ſome turbulent men 
0 


our country, as he calls refwſers f Conformity : And let 
ine ſay it, I am more confirmed in Nenconformity, when I ice 
inch a great Mat play che agent ſo lenderly; but Iwill lay the 
„ame on the weakneſs of tbe cauſe, not on the meanneſs of 
Mr. 1's learning, 4 baye eyer been and till, 2m confidept, 
that Britain cannot anſwer one argument a yrandaio! and 1 

_ longed much to hear Mr. L. 1psak to the cauſe : And 1 ou 
Ys 


C e'them tar efternatys . 
da is drawing nigh. Pray for me the priſoner af Christ; 
/ 1 


OR 


- << ow. 


LO 


. 
— 


——— 
2 — 


- _ 


* 
— — —ñ ñ— — —— — 
oo 


a . — 
a... co —_— — 


— 
* — - : 
— _ —_ 1 
— 


— ww — 


2 25 _ 
- - 


* 
— — — 


_ 


_ . — — — 
23 — 


£0" 


- ' 
ro — 


=, — 
FO EE FEE 


WOW — on 


- 


— 


G * 
— — - © ” 
- Da — 
— — — 


* — — 
pg — "4 
Lo Engr WR re 


—e wee oe * 8 
- re ee de. — — — N - 


lay, I ſome ordinery Divine had aniwered as Mr. Z. 4% 
tht he underſtood not the vature of Scandal; but i dr * 
_ 'Viike that worthy man ſo. I am now upon the hea. 15 

other employment: I ſhall (God willing) anfwer this, 1 (4, 
latisfying of any not prejudiced. 1 will not ſay, thai c4c;s 
one is acquaint with the reaſon, in my letter, {rom dog pre. 
tence and bright ihi ning face, in ſuffering for this cyl ; '4.;. 
Fot le never knew the ne dium of the concluſion ; an! Coil 
faith, Few knen it, See Rev. ii. 17. 1 am ure. x con. 
bþ21ence, ſtanding in aw of the Almighty, and Caring tr 
make a little hole in the bottom for fear of unde, water is , 
ſtrong medium, to hold off an erroneous conclufion. 
leaſti wing or lith of ſweet, {weet truth, that comcerrcth 14; 
royal A mopgee of our kingly and big heſt Lord I! 
my Witnels is in heaven, 1 ſaw neither pleaſure nor protit ng; 
honour, to hock me, or catch me, in entrirg in pris 5 
Chriſt ; but che wind on my face for the preſent: Ard it] 
had loved te lleep in a whole skin, with the caſe and prelem 


lived at eaſe, in good bopes to fare as well as others. 
Lord knoweth, 1 preferred preaching of Chriſt, and itii! 4c, 
any thing next to Chriſt himſeif: and their new Canon tyos my 
one, my one j:;y from me, which was to me, as the poor mans 
one ee that had no mo; and alas, there 1s little lodging g 
their heart for pity or mercy, to pluck out a poor ma vn 

eye for a thing indifferent, i. e. for knots of ftraws, and things 
+ (as they mean) off the way to heaven. | defire not that my 
name take Journey, and go a pitgrim to Cambridge, tor ut 
. com in the ears of Authority; I am ſuftciently burnt aircady. 
H In the mean time, be pleaſed to try, TO OIL of St. An 

: drews, ard Glaſgow (Galloway's Ordinary) will 


charge. Few know tho heart of a priſoner ; yet I hope tax 
Lord ſhall hew his own glory out of as knetty timber as lan 


EkKeep Chriſt, y dear and worthy Lord : Pretended pf 
'_ #rguments from angering the Mother - church, that can recl aid 


nod and ſtagger, are not of ſuch weight as peace with the F. 
ther and Husband: let the Wife gloom, I care not, it the 
Husband laugh. Remember my ſervice'to zyy Lord your Fa- 
ther, and Mother, and your Lady. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. Jan 24-1927» Tours at all chedience in Chrift, S. H. 
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delight that I ſaw on this fide of fun and moon, I fhowd hav 


be pleased 
to abate from the heat of their wrath, and let me go to wy | 


Evitt, 1117. LE TT RRS. 207 
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' his Reverend and Dear Brother, M. Robert Blair. 


Reyorend and Dear Brother, 122 | | I 
＋ 1s realon ye gave for your not Writing to my, affectet 
I ne much, l giveth me a daſh, when fact an one 25 YE 
* van opinion of me, or any thing in me: I he truth is, 
het | come loan to my ſelf, O what penury do 1 find, and 
Ew tecklels is my ſuppoſed ſtock, and how little have {? 
, % whom 1 zm as cryſtal, and who feeth through me, 
- +4 1.orÞaiveth the leaſt more that is in me, knoweth that 1 

hat 7 think and am convinced of: But men calt me 
through 2 groſs and wide ſteve. My very deer Brother, the 
room of the leaſt of all taints is too great for the like of me: 


*, 


Put left chis mould ſeem art, tofetch home reputation, I. peak 
"0 maze of it : it is my worth, to be Chriſt's canſomed ſinner 
+:d 92k one; his relation to me, is, that / am fick, and he 18 
the "hviivian of whom / ſtand in need. Alas ! how offer: p- 
{ faſt and looſe with Chriſt ? He vindetb, Tools he buildeth, 
/ cait down; he trimmeth up a falvation for me, and I mar 
f out with Chriſt, and he agreeth with me agar, 
twenty times 2 day; J forfeit my kingdom and heritage, 1 lole 
what 7 had z but Chriſt is at my back, and following on, to 
i-00p and take up what falleth from me. Were / in heaven, 
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308 Mr. RAA Uh 15 174, 
Ju 9 4 | 


r balding it better than eb +, We are all fer 14)... 
and ſeeing ont eternal fande is but thanks, 1) woly! ,, 
that 1 have but ſpilt thanks, and broken, lame anden fe 


Praiſes to gde hin; and ſo my ſdver is not good and ge 


with Chriſt, Were it not that free, merits have Uwes 
and waſher. it and me both! And for my filence, I 
what better through it now if my bigh and lotty e, 
1 and royal Aaſter, ſay, Hud, bd ri pence, ! !., 
nds on t het, then Drat none; 1 woltld {in he conte 
let ray fire be imoetherad under aſhes, without light o- | »o. 
F cannot help it; 4 rake the Jaws from m LL bat I give 
none. As for zur jourrey to, F. r do Wie | to follow i:: | 
camp is Cheats ordinary bed; a carried bed is kind 
Beloved, down uin this lower houſe. It may be, and wh; 
nowytthi hut gar Lord hath lame centdrient, ye are (rt te, 
le9ing your angry mother detieth yen, longing: and one. 
room with her. Chriſt's call to · unknown faces muſt be 54. 
jecrnd wind, ſeeing ve cannot have a firſt. O that our 1c 
would water agzin, with a e, vilit; thus piece witkercd an 
dry hill af our widow mount Sion ! My dear Brother, | »i\ 
thiak it comfort, if ye ſpeak my name to our Melee 
Waergver Y= are, l am mindful of you. O that the Le 
wauld, yet make the light of the moon in SrefHland ihc the 
light of ths ſun, and the light of be fun ſcven-fold brighter, 
bor my ſelf. as yet F have received nv.antwer whither tog 
Walt 01% O that Telus had my love Let matters frime 2 
they liſt, T have ſome more to do with Thrift ; yet! 
tain We were nearer. Now, the great Sbephered of the ep, 
the very God of peace, eſtabliſh and confim you, till day 
of his conling. IS” 
Aberd. Sept. * 


Tours in bis lovely aud ja 


163. Tord Jeſus, S. 
Jo the Ley GAR L E IT ON. 


| Race, mercy and peace be to you. My {ov! longet' 300 
again to be amongſt you, and to behold chat bead“ 
the Lord, that I would ſee in zus houſe: But 1 know rot! 
he, in whole hands arc all our ways, ſeeth it expedient ic: b'y 
lory. 1 ow my Lord {I krww ) ſubmiſſion of ſpirit, ſupp cic 
be ſhould turn me into a ſtene or pillar of falt. Oh that! 


FIT 


be, in whomay Lord cod be glorified ; ſuppoſe ray (tf 
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(rift were a pillar, as high as ten be2ver:, for Chriſt's glory 
iv tand upon, abave all the world V hat am I to him tow 
tle am L (thougumy feathers flocd out, as broad as the 
„irg light) to fuch a high, to ſuch e lofty, to fuch a 
ac ver-cnough ad mired and glorious Lord! My rtials are hea» 
i becauſe of ry ſad Sabbath; but I kao they pre lefs 
than my high provogations: | ſeek no more, but that Crit 
ae be the gainer, and I the loter ; that br nay be railed and 
ic htned, and [ cried down, and my worth made duſt before 
glory. Oh that Scotland, all with obe Jhaut, would cry a 

(i. and that his nam: were high in this land! I Rgd the 
the very utmoſt borders of Chriſt's high cxcellericy and deeg 
"veztriels, heaven and earth's wonder. O what is hg 
*' | could win-in to fee his ine fide! Oh I am rau dry 
o: loving, and wondring, and adoring of that greateſt and 
mnt admirable One! Wo, wo is me, 1 have not haif-loye tbr 
an! Alas, what ean my drop do to bis great fea ! What gain 
co Cbriſt, that I bave caſten my littſo ſparkle in his great 
e What can I give to him O that Thad love to fill a thou- 
aud worlds, that I might empty my foul of it all upon 


*ny hope or love that I have to this ſcum, and the refule of 
he erofs of God's workrhanthip, this vain earth © I vw ti 
is ſtormy workt ( whoſe kindriefs and heart to me hath t=en 
ade of iron, or of a piece of a wild ſea-ifland, that never 
2 creature of God yet lodged in) nota look: | bw it no loyes 
«0 hope; and therefore, Oh # my love were dead to it, a 
My ſoul dead to it! What am I obliged to this houſe of my 
dulgrimage ? A fraw for all that God bath made, to my ſou!'s 
ing, except God, and that lovely One, Feſis Chrift + Sceino 
am not this world's debrof,, I delire, I may be tripped of 
confidence in any thing, but my Lord, that he tray be 
iv: ine, and 1 for thy only, only, only Lord; that he may be 
morning and evening: tide, the top and the root of uy Joys, 
eh the heart and flower, and yolk of all my ſoul's delights, Of 
et me never lodge any exeature in my heart and confidence} 
ert the houſe be for him: / rejcize, that fad days cut off x 
piece of the leaſe 6f my ſhort life; and that thy ſhudow (g ,n 
ie 7 ſuffer ) weareth long, and my evening haſtnerh on, 


pportunity of the day, to backe to the end of my journey, be⸗ 
; | ho | ore 


—— 


even were forfeited, to buy glory to him before en and 
es; ſuppoſe my want ot his preſen se, and ſeparation from 
23 


Chriſt! 1 think I have now juſt teaſon to quit my part, of 


naye cauſe to love home with all my Heart, and ta take the 


Sad MAS — — - - 
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310 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt x5: 
fore the night tome on, wherein à man cannot fee to wall, © 
work; that once after my falls, 7 may at night fall in, 
and tired as / am, in Chriſt's bolom, and betwixt his bn. | 
Our prilon cannot be our beſt country: This world enge, * 
pot like heaven and che happineſs that our tired ſon 

be at; and therefore it were good to ſeek about fort! 


nd hol ſe up our ſails towards our new Feruſale m... * 
our beſt.. Remember a priſoner to Chriſt. Grace, grace 2 vi: 
au- INOS | 2 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in bis only Lord and Maſter. %. | 
— —  oreeev—c—_ — — — — _—_ 11 
To my Lord CRAIG HAL. I. 
My Lord, 


ot late from A. B. wherein find your Lord/ip per. 
piexity what to do: But let me encreat your Loreſtip nit tr 
cauſe your ſelf miſtake Truth and Chriſt, becauſe thy {cm 
to cyvcounter with your peace and eaſe. My Lord, remenbe: 
that a priioner hath written it to you, As the Lord 1ivets, i 
yr put to your hand with other Apeſtates in this land, ic pul 
own the ſometime beautiful Tabernacle of Chriſt in t% leid, 
ant jo; hands with them in one hair-breadth, to wet A. 
tic i to Scotland, there is wrath gene out from the Ld 
&$4ipſt you and your houſe. If the terror of a king hath vycr- 
taken you, and your Lordſhip looketh to ſleep in your ve i! 
Peace, and take the neareſt ſhore, chere are many ways, tv 
too many s, how to ſhift Chriſt with ſome iw n 
tou! diſtinetions; but aſſure your ſelf, ſuppoſe a king hou! 


allure you, te would be your god (as he thall nee be, for ye 
That piece of ſervice } your clay-god thall die, and your c:- 2 
nal counſellors, when your conſcience ſhall ſtorm agr. yo, 5 


and ye complain to them, they will lay, What is that teu 
Believe not that „ riſt is weak, or that he is not able ts ave 
Of two res that ye cannot nals, take the leaſt. Some ic 
years will bring us all out in our blacks and whites, bo 
Gur Judge; eternity is nyarer to you, than ye are aware 6 
To goin a tourſe of detection, when an enlightned com A 
is ſtirring, and looking you in the face, and cxyivg witten 
you, That ye are going in an evil way, is a ſtep to che | 
againſt the Holy Shot Either many of this land are 1% . 
that lin, or elie / know not what it is. And if this, for hie 
w lutfer, be not the way of peace, and the King bi 
5 g | 1 . 
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„ {alyation, I believe chere is not a way at all; chere is 
„eh breadth and Elbow:roop in the way to heayer, as men 
Ha beit this day be not Chrilt”s, the morrow thall 
W 7 haieve alfuredly, our Lord ſhall repair the old 
1:20, and bis ruined boule, in Scand. ; and this wits 
„„ Wight yer bloflont as the roly. My yery worthy and dear 
| rd, wait upon him, who hideth bis face from the hee of 
LL, and took for him; Wait patientiy: a little upon tha 
um's returh again, that your foul. may-live,..and ye 
Wich the Lord's inheritance + J dare payn uy lie 
> nl or it, it 5e take this ſtorm with born-down Chriſt 
v2 2ky tall quickly clear, and your fair morning dawn. 
te truth is) that Chriſt is juſt now ſaying; And 
. lcave ve; V have a fair occaſion, to gratie Cu iſ 
now, i! ye will ſtay wich him, and want the night's, tleep 
with nur ſuffering Saviour, one hour, now when Sectiand, 
ech (allen afteep, and leaveth Chriſt to fend fer n 4 
s my (elf but a weak freble man: When I came firſt to. 
s camp, 1 had rothing to maintain this war, or te 
iin ot in this encounter, and Jam little better yet; hut 
led furniture, armour, and ſtrengeb from, the conſe- 
11-4 Capt 4in, the Prinee of our ſalvatien, who was perizted 
nan ſiFering 3 Lefteem ſuffering for Chrilt a king's life. 
nut that cur wants qualitie us for Chriſt; and howheit 
ir Lordlhip write, ye deſpair to attain to ſuch a communi- 
nl f-lowlhip, (which I would not have you to think) 
would ze nobly and courageouſly venture, to make over. 
writ, tor his honour now lying at the ſtake, your eſtate, 
aud honourz he would lovingly and largely requite 
111, 414 give you a King's word for a recompentn: Ven- 
ure upon Chriſt's came, and I dare ſwear, ye ſhall ſay, as 
>, P/41. xvi. 7. I bleſs the Lerd wbo gave me counſel. My 
-»y worthy Lord, many eyes in hoth the kingdoms arg up- 
vou now, and the eye of our Lord is upon you, acuh 
wir elf manfully tor Chriſt * Spill not this good: pia: Sud 
blank ſubmiſſion, and put it in Chriſt's hands: Win, 
n Hlefſings and: prayers of yower fighing. and ſorrowiul 
\1:t5e>-cherch, ſeeking ear help: Win Chrilt's bone, (whe 
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i of his; werd) for à hundred-fo!d more every in 


Ia weak man hath,paſt a promiſe to 2 king, to make 

to Chriſt, (if we look to fel h | 
1; pefubly I might have done worle my ſalt, but) add g 
Arther guiltineſs, ce 80 on in ſuch a ſcandalous and. for) Way: 
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[5.252 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 15, 
| emember that there is 4 w.. wo es bim by whon, #4... Fi 
F gone : Ibis wo eam out of Chriſt's mouth, 4 ET 
þ ' hcavier than the wo of the law; it is the Mediates: + engen on 
| ance, and that is fm yvengeances to thoſe who are ena 08 
f * 2 5 . re ent THE, cor 
4 Free your felt from untaiyiu) ang iiſh, about ad Viling and Lov 
14 folving : „hen the truth is come to your hand, eg 1 3 0 
ſ 79 not gain to make a new ſearch and enquiry for truth: it Jon 
4 s eaſt: To eauſe conſcience believe as ye w:ll, not as 72 by. de 
4 It is caſie for you to caſt your light into priſon, and C5 
| God's truth in unrighteouſneſs; but that priſoner * bn 5 
| ward, to your incomparavie torture. Fear mar, in) Wh... 
! ſtand in aw of it; for it is from God : I hink what Hen ir eh 
| iS in this lite allo, to be entolled to the ſurceeding 115, 4. pe 
g mongſt Chriſt's witneſſes, ſtanding 2 gainſt the re +, | 2 
| Anticbril. I know certainly, yoar light looking ts iws 144, W 
0 and to the two fidzs, erieth thame upon the courſe, the ty en 
would counte! yow to iollow : The way, that is batt, 2:4 
; ' cornpartner with the !moke of this fat world, and with 2; A 
q) {melleth ſtrong of a foul and falls way. The Princes of wace, 
def who brought again from the dead the great Su. 
| 4 his theep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, eſtab}. 
And give you ſound light, and counſel you to follow tit. 
bi. Remember my obliged tervice to wy Lord your Father, 4 'F 
i Met ber, and your Lady. Grace be with you. | to 
in Alerd. Aug. io ' Tour Lordſhip's at all obliged ob ate. gi 
1 | 1637. in his ſweet Lord Je ſus ar 
14 HUH AI — — —— —— —¾ —— — el: 
* T JEAN GOKHPON. v 
1 70 | | ' 3 * 0 
|} Y very dear and loving Siſter, m 
* Rave, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear he 
'F J you: 1 exhort you to ſet wp the brae to the King's vt, th 
that muſt be taken with violence: Your afternoons . th 
ö 1 weaitng low 4 Time will eat up your frail lite, like an hs 
1 gnawing at the root of a May- ſi wer Lend Chriſt your care, te 
1 et Mm as a Seal there; take him in within, and let de 80 
4 world and children ſtand at the door; they are notre 7 
14 make you and them for your proper Owner, Chriſt vv 
good, be is your Husband and their Father. What mit; le 
ean there be of a dyſog man, when God filleth his char 4 
Give hours of the day to prayer: Faſh Chriſt ( if 1 may [pak n 


ſo ) and importune him; be often at his gateg;give bis 0s © 
ra reſt ; Ican tell you, he will be found. OQghas 6e i 


lowiip 


I ———_— 


4.4, 


4 
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* . * 


o lun is betwizt him and me! I am impriſoned, but he is 
not impriioned : He hath aſham d me Wit. kindnels; he hath 
don to my priſon, and run away with my Hart and all my 
love; well may he bruick it. 1 with my ove get never an 
Owner but Chriſß: Fy, fy upan old levers, that held us Jo 
tong alunder ! We ſhall not part now: He and | ſhall be heard, 
e he win out of my grins : | reſolve to wreſtle with 
Chriſt, ere | quit him. But my love ca him hath cat n my 
ſoul in à fever, and there is no cooling of my fever, till L 
het real poffeſſion of Chriſt: O ſt-ong, ſtrong love of Jeſus, 
thou halt wounded my heart with thine arrows! O pain! O 
pain of love for Chriſt ! Who will help me to prave © Let 
", have your prayers. Grace be with you. : 

Aberd. Maxon 13. 1637. Durs in bis feet Lord Jeſia, S. R. 

Te GRISSEL FOLLERKT ON. 

Dear Fiſter, | | | 


Foil. 176.  LETTRES. z 0 


7% Exhort you in the Lord, to ſeek your one thing, Mary's 
1 god part, chat ſhall not be taken from you. Set your hart 
"1! {ou} on the children's inheritance : This clay- idol, the 
world, i but for haſtards, and ye are his lawful begotten chile, 
Warn the way, (as your dear Mether hath gone before you) 
to cho at Chriſt's door: Many an alms of mercy hath Chriſt 
ven c her, and hath abundance behind to give to you. Ye 
are the ſeed of the faithful, and born within the covenant 
clatn your right. I would not exchange Chriſt Telus for ten 
rds of gloxy : I know now ( blefſ:d be my Teacher ) how 
to fhut the lock, and unbolt my Welbeloy d's door; and he 
maketh a-poor ſtranger welcome, when he cometh to his 
nouſc. 7 am ſwelled up, and fatished with the love of Chriſt 
that is better than wine: It is a fire in my foul ; let hell and 
the world caſt water on it, they will ut nend themſelues. I 
have now gotten the right gate of Chriſt : | recommend him 
to you aboye all things; come and find the imell of his breath: 
dee it his kiſſes be not ſweet 3 he defirech no better than to be 
mach made of; be homely with him, and ye ſhall be che more 
welcome: Ye know not how fain Chriſt would have all your 
love. Think not this is imaginations and barrns-plzy, we make 
din for; I would not ſuffer tor it, if it were {6 : | dre pawn 
my heaven for it, that it is the way to glory. Think much 
ot truth, and abhor theſe ways deviſed by men in God's wor- 
ſhip. The grace of Chriſt be with you. FACS, 
Aberd. March 14. 1637. * in bis ſweel Lord Jeſus, 8. — 
| a a 


11 
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ANnce 1 have found him, 


$14 Mir. Rutberfoord's Epiſt. 176, 17 


TS PATRICK CARSEN 

» 4 * . 5 0 ' & X 1 

Bear and loving Friend, " 
JF Cannot but, uponthe opportunity of a bearer, c- _ 
to rchign'the love of your youth to Chriſt, and, ir this 4, 1 
While your {un is High, and your youth ſerveth you, + fe) a 
the Lord and his tare; for there is nothing out of 104447 ( 7 


necellary for you, as Chriſt: And ye cannot beip 1wront, ht 
your. day will end, and the night of death will cait vou rom 
the picaſures of this life, and a doom given out in dent band. . 
eth tor ever, as long as God hveth. + Youth” or0ini uy > » ö 
pi and ready ſervant” for Satan, to run errands; rt a % 
, {+ & 1 . ® d A 1 . { h PR) FS. * 1 8 n 
neit for luſt, cui ſing, drunkenbeſs, blaſpheming of oY hin, 
pride, and vanity: - O that there were ſuch an hex! in you, 
as to fear the Lard, and to dedicate your ſoul and bod 
ſervice | When the time cometh that your eye-ſtrinas thi! f 


break, and your tace wax palez and legs and, arms be 5 
and your breath grow cold, and your poor foul loop gut : 
your priſon home of clay, to be ſet at liberty; tien g 
conſcience, and your Lord's favour, mall be Wort 
world's glory: Seck it as your garland aud crow. a 
be withyott,” , px (FH | 


Aberd. March 14. 1626. Tours in bis ſweet Lord es, t 


— IG A 
| ** 


ä 


o oN SARS EN. 
My welbeloved and dear Friend, Fl 
Very one ſeeker! not God; and far fewer find him, b.. 


0 1 2 * ad ia .s * N n Ea oft 
pur other !overs from about his houſe, and let Curiſt la 


and · but a nightædream, for true eaſe ch the ſoul. Co wit 
ye wil, your fouÞ'thall nor fleep ſound but in Chriſt's bon 


rome in to him, and lie down, and reft you on the ſlain 097 © 


Got, and enquire for him: {ought him, and now 4 fig io! 2 

the rm. eaten pleiſures, and mothieayen glory out of hes 

and in him all ſh: 
N 3 3 % v5 64 


4 * : Lu» 


can want or 


w 


Epiſt. 178. LETTERS. 375 


{3- hath made me a king over the world : Princes carnot over 
wo mes: Chriſt hath given me the marriage=kiis, and he 
et my marriage- love: We have made up a full bargain, 
l not go back on either fade: O if ye, and all in that 
com ry, knew what ſweet terms of mercy are betwixt him and 
me (race he with you. | 
Nd. March 11. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, 5. R. 
— ä—— —— heed e—_————— —— — — — — 


To the Lady B O Y D. 


4 adam, ä 
(ould have written to your Ladyſhip ere now; but peoples 
 b-lieving there is in me that which 1 know there is not, 
bat me out of love with writing to any: for it is caſie to 
rt 1 /igion to a market and publick fair; but alas! it is not 
„eon make eye-ſweet tor Chriſt, My Lord ſeeth me a wo 
-124 tar behind: { have gotten much love frum Chriſt, but 
iy lum little or none again. My white fide cometh but in 
aper to men; but at home ard within, I find much black-work, 
and great cauſe of a low tail, and of little boating v and vet, 
bolt 1 fee challenges to he truz, the manner of the temp- 
's preſſing of them is unhoneſt, and, in my thoughts, kna- 
ke: My peace is, that Chriſt may find ale and « "ing 
& his wares, in the like of me, I mean, for taving grace. 
in all profeſſors to fall in love with grace: all gur longs 
guld be of bis free grace: We are but too lazy anc. carelets, 
in locking of it; it is all our riches we have here, and glory 
in the bud: I with I could ſet out free grace, I was the law's 
wog, and under the law, and under a curſc; but grace 
brought. me from under that hard lord, and i rejoice, that I 
1m grace's free-holder. I pay tribute to none tor hvavyeny 
weeing my land, and heritage holdeth of Chriſt, my new King: 
nanite Wildom hathdeviſed this excellent way of free-held- 
ing, tor ſinners ; it is a better way to heaven, than the old 
way that was in Adams days: It bath this tair advantage, 
hat no man's Emptineſs and want layeth an inhibition u 
Chriſt, or hindreth his ſalvation; (and that is far beſt for me) 
Mut our new Land-lord putteth the names of &yvours, and A- 
42's forlorn heirs, and beggers, and the crooked and blind, 
11 the free charters. Heaven and angels may wonder, that We 
ba ve gotten ſuch a gate of fin and hell; * it back-entry out 
orf hell, as Chriſt made, and brought out the captives by, is 
more than my poor ſhallow thoughts can comprehend. 
| e would 


_—_ - 2 9 - 
— 


— 


_- 


— — x. 


22 — — 


315 Mr. Ratherforrd's Epiſt 279. 
Would thirk ſuff rings, glory, (and J am ſometim en 4,1 
from it) it my lord would give me a new alms of to po, 
I hear, that the prelates are intending baniſhmert tor me + 
bur for more grace, and no other hire, | would mak: 5: +4 
como. ha bits ot this ay-houſe, the earth, and rite ©. 1. 
fide of the ſea, are my Father's: It my fweet Lord en. 
would bud my ſuFcrings, with a new meaſure of grace, ! iz.» 
a rich man; hut I have rot now of a long time found ſu- 185 
ſprirg-rides, as formerly. The ſea is out, and rhe wind 
his >pirit calm. and IT cannot buy a wind, or, by reque:n; ths 
Tex. caule it to low again; only, I wait on, upon the big“ 
and ſhore-fide, till the Lord ſend a full- ſca, that with up 
I may k litt up Chriſt : Yet ſorrow for his abſunce is iy: et; 
and ſigbs, with, ſaw e bim whom my ful toveth ! hive toy 
own deitgrts: Ob that I might gather hunger ag |:; 
Jong-looked - fur return! Well were my foul, it Crit 
the clamt at, mine own element, and that I loved anc ea 
ed in him, and if I could not live without him: | allo 
daughter upon my ſelt, when he is away; yet he never lcayeth 
the houſe, but he leaveth drink-money behind him, and 4 pci; 
that he will“ return: Wo, wo to me, if he ſhould go gave 
and tahe all his fitting with him: even to dream of 11 
ſweet. To build x houte of pining wiſhes for his retut t- 
ſpin out a web of ſorrow, and care, and languiſhing, arid lig. 
either dry or wet, as they may be, becauſe he hath no“ 
(it / may ſpeak ſo ) to make a viſit, or to ſee a por 
ſve rncth and refreſheth the thoughts of the heart. 
dew will ſtand or rain, ard do ſome good, and keep !vn; 
greenneſs in the -herbs, till our Lord's clouds rue uf 


j 


earth, and ſend down'a watring of rain: Truly, tt 


Chriſt's miſty dew a welcome meſſage from heaven, tl 


Jord's rain fall: Wo, wo is me for the Lord's Vipeyard i 
Feetland. Howbeit the Father of the houſe embrace ach 
und feed him, and kiſs him; yet it is ſorrow and ſaancis to tr 
children. that our poor M ther hath gotten her leave, and t. 
Hur Father hath given up:houſe-: It is an unheartiom thing, 
ro ſee our Fatber and Mother agree ſo ill; yet the baltarc>, 
if they be fed, care not - O Lord taſt not ter on SeeHEõj, 
Tmonking coal. It is 2 ſtrange gate the ſaints go to beau 
our enemies often eat aud drink us, and we go to hes 
thro' cheir bellies and ſtomachs, and they vomit the Curt 
pf Cod undigeſted among their hands; and even wil © 
Are mut up in priſon hy them, we advance in our 23 
. OT 0 ; 29 * * 8 ; ; 1 ; "ia 
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[.piſt, 179. LETTERS. (387 
cbr my ſervice to my Lord, your kind ſon, Who won 
eo me in my bonds and was not aſhamed to own me 2 
„ be glad, that Chriſt got che moruing (ervice of his life, 
ow in his young years; it would {git him well, _y wu 
+rilt his young and green loye: Chrilt's ſtamp ary 5 
od go far down in a young lou!, if he would receive t Ie 
ut of Chriſt's tamp: I would defzre him, to make: —_ 
„ Chrit; for nobles now are but dry friznds to Oncitt. 
Pence of God our Father, and the good-will of him who 
Welt in the buſh, be with your Ladyſhip. | 
erd. 1627. g | Nats in bis ſweet Lord eſs, S. NR. 
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To the Lady CAR DGNN ESS Elder. 


'Vrthy and welbeloved in the Lord, | | 
{** Rave, morey, and p:ace be to you: J long to hear from 
ou in paper, that i may know how your {oul prolpe- 
My deſire and longing is, to hear that ye walk in tne 
1th, and chat ye are content to follow the defpiled, but moſt 
, Son of God: 7 cannot but recommend him unto 
2, as your Husband, your Welbeloved, your Port: on, 
our Comfort, and yeur ſoy : 1 ipeak this of that lovely One, 
vecanie / praiſe and commend the toord (as we ule to peak 
und it. He hath watred with his {weet comtorts an op- 
elled priſoner: He was always kind to my ſoul, but never 19 
Kind as now, in my greatelt extremities: [dine and ſup 
riß: He viſiteth my foul with the viſitations of love, 
in the night · watches. I perſwade my ſoul that this is the 
way to heaven, and his own Truth, 1 now ſuffer for. I #x- 
hort you, in the name of Chriſt, to continue in the truth, 
which U delivered to you: Make Chriſt ſure to your ſoul; for 
your day draweth nigh to an end. Many flide back now, who 
emed to be Chriſt's friends, and prove diſhoneſt to him: 
ut be ye faithful! to the death, wal ye ſhall have the crown 
ol lite. 1 his ſpan-length of your days, whereof the Spiri: of 
God ſpeaketh, Pſal. xxxix. will within a ſhort time come to 
: f27er-breadth, ard at length to nothing 2 O how ſweet and 
comiortable ſhall rhe teæſt of good conſcienes be to you, when 
your eye-ſtrings thall break, your face wax pale, and the 
breath turn cold, and your poor ſoul come ſighing to the win- 
cows of the houſe of clay of your dying body, and ſhall long to 


be out, and to have the jaylor to open the door, that the pri- 
ſoner may be ſet. at liberty: Ye draw nigh the water-fide ; 


look 
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318 Mr. Rut herfaord's Epiſt, 1%; 
look your accounts: Ask for your Guide to take vou i th 
ther hd2: Jet not the world he your portion; what haye +... 
go with dead clay? ye are not a baitard, but « lawW un 
child; theretore ſet your heart on the inheritance : go 


lorc-hand and tee your lodging; look thiouph all vour Finn. 
rooms in heaven, in your Father's houſe are many 1 


places: men take a fight. of lands ere they buy them. | vn, 


x TY 


Mriſt hata made the bargain already; but be und to 
houſe yr are going to, and ec it often: {et your heart . 
| that are above, where Chriſt is at the right hand of (2944, ©" 
; up your husband, to mind his own country at home; 
N ſe] him to deal mercitully wich the poor pœope ©. 
3 


under him: They are Chrif's, and not his; therefor 
him to ih-w them mereiful dealing and kindn:{s, aud: 
good to their fouls. I deſire you to write to me. It nv He, 
that my - pariſh forget me; but my Witneſs is in heaven, g 
not, I do not forget them: They are my fighs in then, 
and my tears in tae day. I think my ſelf like an hut and 
plucked from the ift of his yenth: O Lord, be my 
What joy it would be to my. ſoul, to hear that my w . 
hath lett che Sen of Cod among them, and that they are wall, 
ing in Chriſt! Remember my love to your fon and 44. 
ter; defire them from me to ſeek the Lord in their youth, 
and to give him the morning of their days: Acquaint (14 
with the word of God and prayer, Grace be with you. 
Pray for the priſoner of Chriſt: in my heart / jaryt 
you not. | | Gs 
Aberd. March 6. Tour lamful and loving Paſtor, i 
1537. on!y Lord Jeſas, S. R- 
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TeM. JAMES HAMILTON. 


Reverend and dearly-beloved in ur Lord, 


neither in bodily preſence, nor in paper.; but a2 


gs mercy. and peace be to you. Our. acquaintanze 15 


» ad<4.od+d wed A wtf Of. 


woe tor that worthy and honourable eauſe, than can do? Hut 4 
ow, thoſe, mhm the wd was nit wc rthy of, wandred up 
2:4 mn is deſerts, and in miuntains, and in dens, a d cave 
-{ the carth; and that while toere is one member of myſti- 
Christ out of heaven, that member muſt lufter ſtrokes, till 
ir Lord ſelus draw inthat member within the gates of the 
uw fernſalem, which be will not tai to 90 at lest; tor not 
or finger of that body, but it ſhall be taken in within 


the city, What can be our part, in this pitched battle be. 


toter the Lamb and the Drag en, but to receive the darts 
ic patience, that rebour.d of us upon our ſweet Maſter; or 
rather ight firſt upon him, and then reLound off bim upon 
Lis feryants ? think it a ſweet north-wind, that bloweth 
t upon the fair face of the Chief among ten thouſand, and 
then ighteth upon our ſinful and black faces: When once the 


wind Howth off him upon me, | think it hath a ſweet ime! of 


coil; and fo muſt be ſome more than 3 ſingli ero's. I now, ye 
have a guard about you, and your atfendanc? and train for 
vour ſafety,” is far beyond your purſuers force or fraud; ic 
is g, under feud to be near our ware- heuſe and ſtrong Heid. 
can do but little to reſiſt them, who perſecute us and op- 
ole him, but keep our locd and our wounds to the next 

ert day, hen our complaints will be read. If this 42y be 
rt Chriff's, I am lars the morrow ſhall be his. As for any 
thing / do in my bonds, when now and then a word falleth 
rom me, alas it is very little! i am exceedingly grieved that 
any thould, conceive any thing to be in ſuen a broken and 
e:1pty reed z let no man impure it to me, that the free and 
unbous ht wind (for | gave nothing for it) bl»weth upon an 
red: I am his over: burdened debtor. 
with me, down, down with all the excellency of the world; 
and up, up with Chriſt : Long, long may that fair One, that 
holy One, be on high; my curſe be upon them that love him 
ot. O how glad would I be, if his glcry would grow out, 


— 


and ſpring up cut my bonds and ſufferings Certainly ſince 


! became his priſoner, he bath wen the velk and beart af my 
fot! :; Chrift is even become a new Chrift to me, and his love 
greencr thanit was; and now | ſtrive no more with him, his love 
hall carry it away: I lay down my ſelf under his love; I de- 
lire to ſing, and to ery, and to proclaim my ſelſ, even under the 
wafer, in bis common, and eternally indebted to his kindnels : 
Iwill not offer to quit commons with him (as we ute to ſay) 
for that will not be:? All, all for eyermore be Chrift's. e 
3 2 1 urther 
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320 Mr. Rutherfoords. Ppiſt 15; 
further trials are betore me, Ixno . not; but I Kno- vill 


haye 2 ſaved ſoul of me, over on the other fide of the pars, 
"I 


| [ha 
but one ohe, and that they have put GUT ; my on: [Y, ut 


to the Flower of my joys, Chriſt, was to preath my /v- ; 4 
ſweete/” Matter, and the gl of his kingoom 4 and it emed 
no crue}ty to them, to put out the cor man's ong eye. ud a 
Jam leeking about to leg if ſuffering will ſpeak mp (0 
praiſes; and I am try ing if a dumb man's tongue cun +414 17 
note, or one of Zins iprings, to advance my hehehe d 
gor) Oh if he would make ſome glory to himſelf ot f , 
umb priſoner / go with child of lus word, I cannot N de. 
livered ; none here will have my Maſter; alas, What irh 
them at him? 1 Hlels ou for your prayers; add © then; 
praiſes Islam alle, 1 pay you home. i commend your (1. 
ving in Chriſt's tcitament; would 1 could ſit ont th 4-44 
Man's Good-will to his friends, in his {weet teſtament : ipeak 
2 priſoner's hearty commendations to Chrift ; far not, Hu- 
ten days will over. Theſe that are gathered againſt mon 
Zion, their eyes thall melt away in their eye-boles, and the 
tongues conſume away in their mouths, and Chriſt's withr-1 
x:den ſhajl grow green again in Scotland: My Lord seins 
th a word Pig in heaven tor Scotland, not yet brought out, 
Grace be with you. | ; 
Averd. July . 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S. N 
C— 


To Mrs. 


Miſtreſs, | 

Race, mercy and peace be to vou: I am forry that ye 
AF take it fo hardly, that l have not written to you. / am 
Judged to he that which | am not: | tear, if 1 were put in the 
tire, I ſhould melt away, and fall down in fpeards of paint: 
nature; for truly I have little ſtuff at home, that is worth th 
eye of God's ſervants. If chere be any thing of Chrift's in 
me (as I dare not deny ſome of his werk) it is but a ſpunk of 
e, that can ſcarce warm my ſelf, and hath little 


ved © 
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STEWAR T. 


others believe I have; but ye are only witneſſes to my outct - 


ide, and to ſome words in paper: O that he would give me 


more than Aer 2r ore or tongue-grace) Were it not that want 
aincth me, I ſhould have Fhailed-boufe, and gone a begging 


ong ſince; but Chriſt hath left me with ſome hunger, that i 
2 | F 1 more 


wS 
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more hot than wiſe, and is tcaily often to tay, If Chrift Longs 
„ fr 1t, as 1 do for him, we ſhould nt te leng in meet- 
aud if he loved my company t wel as 1 do big, even 
wail” 1 am writing this letter to you, we ſhould flee in 
„ „ arms: But I know, there is more w.“ than wit, in 
(i; ng uor and pining love for Chriit; and no marvel, for 
Cr it's love would have hot harveit, long ere dſummer- 
fu; ii have any love to him, Obriſt hath both love to me, and 
© gu de his love; and | fer, the hel thing [have, hath 
1h drofs beſide it, as might curſe me and it hoth; and 


mi 
were for no more, We have need of a Saviour to pardon 
the very ſaults, and diſeaſes, an? weakneis of the mew 1man,: 
2nd th takæ away (to ſay to) our godly ſins, or the ins of our 
tanctifieation, and the drols and 1cum of ſpiritual love; wo, 
wo is me! () what need is there then of Chriſt's calling to 
ute and cleanſe, and waſh away an z old body oi ain, 
the very image of Satan! | know nothing ſurer, than they 
there is an othce for Chriſt among us: 1 with tor no other 
let en, in this hide of the laſt lea that 1 muſt crofs, than 
er vice of Chriſt, to make my blacknefs beauty, ray dead- 
ae.s life, my guiltineſs lantifization. | lung much for that 
y when I will be holy: O what ſpots are yet «wwaſnen 7. 
nat could change the skin of tne Leopard and the Moor, 
ird niffer it with ſome of Chriſt's fairneſs] Were my black- 
% and Chriſt's beauty cerded tbr ugb- ther (as we ule to 
{y-2k) his beauty and holineſs would eat up my tfilthine!'s : 
Oh L have not caſten old Adam's b ard colour yet! 1 
ir, the beſt of us hach a ſmcll yet of the old lotchſom body 
of fn and guiltinefs : Happy are they for evermore, wha 
n employ Chriſt, and ſet bis b and death on wer, to 
mathe ckan wert, to God, of toul fou's. | know, it is our ſin, 
That would have fanRincation on the ſunny-ſide of the hill, 
an? beolineſs with nothing but ſummer, and no eroſſes at all, 
din bath made us as tender, as ii we were made of paper or | 
dals. I am vften thinking, what I would think of Chriſt 
4:7 burning quick together, of Chriſt and torturing, and 
gat melted lead poured in at mvuth and navel; yet | have 
Ime weak experience, (but very weak indeed) that ſuppoſe 
Corilt and hell's torments were married together, and if theres 
Were no finding of Chriſt at all, excepe q went to hell's far.” 
uv, that there, and in no other place, I could meet vith 
him; | trow, if I were, as I have been ſince | was his pri- 
zoner, I would beg lodging for God's iake in hell's botteſt - 
| | N. 6. 
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322 Mr. Ruhentords Epiſt. 189. 
furnace, that I might rub ſouls. with Chriſt. But. C4 1, 
thanked, ! ſhall find him in a better lodging: We p< (%y 
better cheap than fo ; when he is rowped to us, we 5: 
but with, a ſhower of ſummer-troubles in this life 
and as {oft to believers 3s a May. dew. I would hav: | 0: 7 
my lelt, helping Chriſt myſtical to weep for his WIe; 0 
that We .cou'd morn for, Chriit buried in Scotland, to 
his *wo flat witneſſes tilled, becauit they propheſied IF .., 
could [4 imporcane and fobcite God, our buried Cors and 
his two buried witneſſes ſhould riſe again; Earth, ind coy, 
and /ton: will not ben down Chriſt and the goipel in Set! {hou 
{ know not, it 7 will fee the facond Temple and the gor) © F 
it; but the Lord hath deceived mi, if it be not to be a'vi 
up again. 1 would iviſh to give Chrill his welceye home in 
again: y bleſſing, my j:y, my_glory and loge be on the tee! 
Home- comner. I find no hetter uſe of tuffering, than ches 
Chriſt's winnowing putterh chaff and corn in the ſalims to 
ſundry places, and difcovereth our dreſs tram his geld, lo a 
corruptiun and zrece are fo ſeen, that Chriſt faith. in the fur. 
nace, That is mine, and this is gs: The ſrum ara the 
grounds, thy ſt-rmach againſt the perſecutors, thy impatience, 
thy unbelicj. thy quarrelling, theſe are think and faitb, 
waiting, I ve, jey, courage, are mins. Oh let me die on2 oi 
Chriſt's on-Waiters, and one of his attendants! 1 know jou 
heart and Chriſt are married together, it were not good fr 
make a divorcc. Rue not ot that meeting and marriage wit. 
ſuch a Husband. Pray for ine his pri oner. Grace, EH ts 
with you. | | 958 3 3 
Aberd, 1537. Tours in his ſweet Lord Je ſus. S. K 
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1 TM HUGH MACK AIL L. 
Reverend and dear Brother, { 


1 Race, mercy anc peace be to you: I received your ct 
ter, I bleſs you tor it: My dry root would take mwre 
dew and ſammmererain chan it getteth, were it not Chriſt wil 
have dryne;s and deadneſꝭ in us to work upon; if there wer? 
no timber to work upon, art would die and never be icen 
ſec, grace hath a ſield to piay upon, and to courſe up and 
down in our wants. ſo that I am often thanking God, 10! ior 
uiltineſs, but jor guiltinels for Chriſt, to whet and ſhar ver. 
bis grace upon. I am half content to have bails for my Lord 
Jelſus's plailters : Sickneſs hath this advantage, that it draw 
oY 4 


«4 
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Epilt. 182. LETTERS. 323 
I vet F Hyficiat's hand, and his holy and ſoft fingers, to 
„uch gur withered and leper-skins : it is a bleſſed fever, that 
U hth CorifÞ to the bed - ide. I think my Lord's How d ſt 
tho with it, fick body“ is worth all my pained nights; Sure- 
„ { have no more for Chriſt, but enptineſ and want; take 


eee, he will get me ro otherwiſe: I muſt lell my felt, and 
1 wants to him, but l baye no price to give for lym: if he 
ou pats fair and real ſeal upon his love to me, and beſtow 
wonme a larger ſhare of Chriſt's love, (which 1 would faineft 
In hands with of any thing, Lexcept net heaven it ſelt) 1 
{houid go on ighing and ſinging under his croſs: But the worlt 
> mny take me for ſome body, becauſe the wind bloweth upon 


ir. that, wherein many believe / abound. I would (it bar- 
i:cribg were in my power) niffur jev with Chrift's love and 
faith ; and, inſtead oi the hot ſun-iliine, be content te walk 
under a clondy ſhadow, with more grief and ſadneſs, to 
haye more faith, and a fair occaſion of letting forth and com- 
ending Chriſt, and to make that lovely One, that fair One, 
ar (weereſt and dearcit Lord ſeſus, marłet-ſweet ior ma- 
:v .cars and bearts in Scotiand: And it it were in my 
power, to roup Chrift to the three kirgdoms, and withal 
to ne:1wade buyers to come, and to Take fuch ſWect wares 
5 Chriſt; I wauld think to have many iwect bargains 
it Chreft and the ions of men. I wouid, I could be 


unble, and go with a low ſail; I would 1 had defires 


il wings, and running upon wheels, ſwift and active, 
in4 ſpeedy, in longing tor Chriſt's honour: But I know 
my Lord is as wiſe here, as I dow be thirilty ; and ink- 
nitely more zealous of his honour, than I can be hungry for 
tc manifeſtation of it to men and angels: But Oh that my 
{ord would take my defires off my hand, and add a thouſand» 
ed more unto them, and ſow ipiritual inclinations upon 
3m, for the coming of Chriſt's kingdom to the ſons of men, 
bat they might be higher and deeper, and longer 2rd broadec! 
er my !ongeſt meaſures are too ſhort for Chriſt, my depth is 
, and the breadth of my affections to Chriſt narrowed and 
pinched, O for an engine and a wit, to preicribe ways to nen, 
ws; Chriſt might be All, in all the World! Wit is here be- 
ind aFe&ion, and affection behind obligation. Oh bow lit- 
iv dow I give to Chriſt, and how. much, hath he given me. 
that I could fing grace's prailes, and love's pratles ! See- 
\"; 4 Wak like a fogl, ſoliciting hela, n meren te 


zwithered be rs but the truth 35, I am both lean and thin: 
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32 Mr. Raf erfoord's piſt. 13), 
the laiv's court for mercu, and ſound challenges t vnn: 
but now I deny that judge's power ; for I am Grace nme 
I hold not worth a drink water of the law, or of any lor. 
but ſeſus: And till I bethowgbt me of this, I was ſlain h 
doabrings, and fears and terrors. I praite the new cout 
and the new Landlerd, and the new Salvation, pur hateg 17 
Jeius his Name, and at his inſtance. Let the old man, it l 
Pleaſe, go make his moan to the law, and ſeek AcqUilntanes 
thereaway, becaule be is condemned in that court, h- 
the rew man, and I, and Chriſt together ſhall not þ- Fs, 
and this is the mare loit, and the more caſie way for ms, ond 
for my croſs together: Seeing Chriit ſingeth my 0 
Bone, and taketh me in, and maketh ſhort counts, and 9 
work of reckoning betwixt me and my Judge, [most 
Cbriſt's man; ard his tenant, and ſubject to his cu: 1 
am ſure, ſuffering tor Christ could not be born ots; 
but give my hand and my faith to all, who would fuf+» {x * 
Chriſt, they hall be well handled, and fare well in the Gme i 
way, that I have found the croſs eaſie and light. Grace i; ' 
with you. | | 

Alerd. July 8. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſaus. 5, R. 0 


2 —— — •b 


>, * , . — - 
— — * Mom - - 
- 22 — 
Us 
* 


— - on 


— 


. —— 
— 


N 


— 


5 


— 5 


Tt ALEXANDER GORDON of Garlock 


Dear Brother, "ES, 
Race, merey and peace be to you: If Chriſt were 2s | 
am, that time could work upon him to alter him, ala 
tue morrow- could be a new day to him, or bring a new nid 
upon hirn, as it is to me a new day, I could not keep a houſe 
or à coyenant with him: but I find Chri/# co be Ch, and 
that he is far, far, even infinite heayens height above n 
and thar is all our happineſs. Sinners can do nothing, but 
make wounds, that Chriſt may heal them; and make cents, 
that he may pay them; and make falls, that he may raife #12; 
and make 4 4 that he may quicken them; and ſpin ou 
and dig hells tor themſelves, chat he may ranſom them. Nov 
I will bleſs the Lord, that ever there was ſuch a thing as the 
” grace of Ged, and a free ranſom given for fold fouls: O 
| 7 alas, guiltineſs maketh me aſhamed to apply Chriſt, ar 's 
think it pride in me, to put out my unclean and wither 
Hand to ſuch a Saviour! But it is neither ſhame nor prige, ior 
a drowning man to ſwim to a rock, nor for à ſhip-broꝶ aul, 
bs run himſelf aſhore upon Chriſt, © puppels ono I be Suu! 
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pitt. 18 L ETI ERS. 325 
bed (ores 1 cannot, J dow not go by Cbriſt: We tak» in 
999d patt that pride, that beggers beg from the richer ; and 
” no is o poor as We PF and who is Io rich as he who felleth 
nne gold! Rev. its 18. J ſee then, it is our belt (let guilti- 
„gad what it Jilteth) that we have no mean inder the co- 
eite of heaven, hut to creep in owly and lubraiſlively with 

te to Chriſt: 1 have allo Caule to give his crols a good 
1:m- and feport. Of how. worthy is Chriſt of my ſeckleſs and 
oh ſuffering ! and how hath he deſerved it at my bands, chat 
af his hogour, and glory, I hound lay my Lack under ſeven 
s pain in one, if be call me to chat But alas! my foul is 
p, run on ground through ebbacls of water: am 
ſand:d, and my love is ſauded; i find not how to bring it ore 
70 again; it is fo cold and dead, that! lee not how to bein 
1 12.2 Kame : Fy, f upon the meeting, tat my love hath 
ver Chrilt 3 wo, wo is me, I have 2 Lover Chi. aud yet 
{art love for him: 1 have à lovely and deſirable Lord, wh, 
i: luv; -worthy, and who beggeti my ove and heart, and 7 
.:y- nothing toglve him. Bear Brother, come further in on 
eig, and fee a new treaſure in him: come 1 ard look 
own, and tee abgels wonder, and heaven and earth's wonder 
Gee, frreetne's, majeſty and excellency in hin, f target 
not: pray for me, that our Lord would be pleaſed to ſend. 
me emong, you again, fraughted ard full of Chriſt. Grace, 
acc Le With vou. ; 2 1 K MN 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in bis [we t Lord Feſus, S. Ra 
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T JOHN BELL Ze. 4 


My very loving Friend, CES Met Ky LO TP 54 
41 Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have very often and 
J long expe&ed your letter but, if ye be well in foul and 
Wey, 1 am the leſs ſolteitous. I beſeech you. in the Lord ſe- 
de mind your country above; and Ho, when old ages 


falling low of your ſan before your night, is row core upon 
u, adviſe with Chriſt, ere ye put Jour foot in the ſbip, and 
£17 your back on this Vie a x are Begniled with this, that 
nr free of feandalous and crying abominations z but tas 
er that Hringeth not forth good fruit, is for the fire: The man 
that is not born again, cannot enter irffo the kingdom of God; 
common honeſty will not take men ta heaven: Alas that meg 
dould thirk they ever met we Chriſt; who had OT | 
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the knowledge of his will; but that is not all, niche; v 


K WE I. 
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night, through the terrors of God in their ſou, „4 
beart for fin. I know, the Lord hath given you lip}, 1, 


that do your turn: I wiſh you an awakned foul, and th, 
beguile not your ſelf, in the matter of your ſalvation, | 
dear Brother, ſearch your (elf with the candle of Gud, and, 
it the lite of God and Chriſt be in you : Salva 1s, 
oaſten to every man's door: many are carried over i: 
land, to a far country, in a ſhip, whileas they flezp ncht 
the way; but men are not landed at beavenflcepirg : T\, 
righteous are ſcarcely ſaved ; ani many run as falt, as cithy 
ye cr |, who mils the prize and the crown: God ſcud 
Falvat ien, and ſave me from a diſapp:intment, and | ck 
more: Men think it but a firyde, or ſtep over to n 
but when ſo few are ſaved, even, of a number like the d 
the lea, hut a handful and a remnant, (as God's word ity 
what cauſe have we to ſhake our ſelves out of our e in; 
to ask our poor loul, Whither goeſt thog ? Where [alt tin 
dodge at night * Where ere thy charters and writs 1 
heavenly inheritance? I have known a man turn a2 
door, and /eck it by : Many men leap ever (as they this 
leap in. Ofec! fee that ye give not your falvation « wr. 
4, and think al! is well, and lea ve your foul looſe and 
certain: Look to your building, and to your ground diene, 
and what ſigns of Chrilt are in you, and ſer this world > bir 
your back. It is time now in the evening, to ceaſe from you: 
ordinary work, and high time to know of your lodging i 
right: it is your ſalvation that is in dependance, and nan 
a great aud weighty buſineſs, though many make light it 
matter. Now, the Lord enable you by his Grace to El 
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Aberd. 1627. Tour lawful and loving Paſtor, S. R. 
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D WILLIAM GORDON of Reben. 


Dear Brither, | 2 
Race, mercy and 35 be to you: So often as ι² © 

our cafe, in our loldiers night-watch, and oi our nabt 
ing-life in the fields, while we are bere, I am forced 
Priſoners in a dungeon, condemned by a judge to want due 
light of the ſun ard moon and candle till their dying ©, 
re Bo mare, nay not ſo much, to be pitied as we are; i” 


y weary ef thei life, they hate their prilen: but ve fo!!! 
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; 047 priſon, where we fee little, ro drink our ſelves druzk 
ith the right-pleatures. of our weak dreams ; and we long 
Y +, otter fe than this: but at the blaſt of the laſt rrum- 
106 the ſhout of the Arch-angel, when God mall take 
bus che ſuepherd's tent of this fading world we ſhall nor 
nuch as a drink of water, of all the dreams that we 
oy on. Alas! that the tharp and bitter blaſts on fact 
kn 11s, which meet us in this lite, have not learned us 
1 :t1h:ation, and made us dead to this world We buy our 
„n row, and we pay dear for it, when we ſpend out out 
love our Joy, our deſites, our confidence, upon an handful of 
vow ind bee, that time will melt away to nothing, and go 
thirſty out of the drutken inns, when all is Cone : Alas that 
enge not for the clear fountain; bat are io ſoolich, as ta 
dung tou, muddy and rotten waters, ever till out bed-time 5 + 
ani then in the reſurreQion, when we mall be awakned, our 
yetternight's ſowre drink and ſwimſh dregs ſha! 2 on 
id lick, lick Mall many afoul be then : / know no wholiont 
ountain but one; know not a thing worth the buying, but 
hover. And my own mind is, if compariſon were made be- 
twixe Curiſt and heaven, 7 would fell neaven with my you 
aud buy Chriſt., Oh if I could raiſe the marker for Cbr iſt, and 
cighten the market a pound for a peny, and cry up Chriſt 
n mens eſtimation, ten chouſund talents more Than men think 
ain! but-they are ſhaping lim, and crying kim down, 
i'd valuing him at their unworthy half-pery ; or elle er- 
changing and bertering Chriſt with the miſerable old tallen 
2oulc of this vain world; or then they lend him out upo 
intereſt, and play the uſurers with Chriſt : Lecadſe they 427 
Te- 


te's um, and” give out before men, that Cheiſt is their 

lure and Gt, and in the mean time, praiſe ef men, and a 
name, and eaſe, and the fummer-{un cf the Goſpel, is the 
dur they would be at: ſo when the trial comerh, they quiz 
de Stork for the "Intereſt, and loſe all. Happy are they 
he can keep Chriſt by himſelf alone, and keep him clan and 
hole, till Gad come and” count with them. fknow, in you? 
dar and heavy trials long fince, ye thought well and high 

©: Criſt but truly ho croſs ſhould be old to us: We ſhouls 
dec forget them, Becauſe years art com: betwrirt us and ther, 
and caſt them bx Hand, ag we g old clothes z we may makes. 
cross od in hne, new in u½%½, aànd as fruitful, as in the 
beginning of it. God is where and what be was, ſe ven years. 
339 Whateyer change be in us; I (peak not this, av ff 1 
0 2 tnoughe, 
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Thought, ye had forgotten what God did to have vo 
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'C 

Long ſince; but that ye may awake your ſelf, in 0 2 
age, and remember iruitfujly of Chrilt's frſt wooing £4 1 
ing of your love, both with fire and water; and try ith» + 
Bis anſwer, or if ye be yet to give him it: For } ina 
dell, chat water, runneth not taſter through a fieve, ba 
warnings flip from us: for | have Joſt and caſten 
many {umnionſes, the Lord ſert to me; and therefor rhe {or 
hath giver me double charges, thut, I truſt in God. ng; 
vive me. 1 bleſs his great Name, who is ro niggard i: 

ing-in croſſes upon me, but ſpendeth largely his rods, e 
may ſave me from this periſhing world. How pientiful e 
is io means of this kind, is eſteemed by many, one of s 
unkind mercies z but. Chriſt's croſs is neither a crue} our 
kind . mercy, but the love-token. of a Father. I 2m (rc, 4 
laver chafing us tor our well, and to have our love, fhov'd r 
be run «may from, or ſled from. God fend me no wore 2r's, 
than the ſanctiſied croſs of Chriſt portendeth ; ard lem 
J ſhould be happy and bleſt. Pray for me, that I may b 
couſe-room in the Lord's houſe, to ſpeak in his name. Ke 


member e deareſt love in Chriſt to your wife, Grave, zr2ce 


be with you. 
Aberd. 1636. 


* 11 


Nur in by ſweet Lord Jeſus, 5. K. 


To my Lady BOYD. 
s Madam, { 3 

Race, mercy and peace from God our Father, anc He 
8 our Lord fetus Ghei. be muliplied upon von. | have 
reaſor.2d with your ſon at large; I rcjoice to lee him π 1:15 
face in the right airth, now when the nobles love the (war) 
fide of the Goſpel beſt, and are afraid that Chriſt way? {ol- 
diers, and ſhall not be able to do for himſelf. Madam, our 
debts of obligation to Chriſt are not ſmall ; the freedom of 
grace and 9 is the wonder of man and angels: ot 
mercy in ou: Lord ſcorneth hire: Ye are bound to lift -h 
on high, who hath given you eyes to diſcerp the devi, nov 
coming out in his whites, and the idolatry and ap:$4f7 t 
time, Wall waſhen with fair pretences; but rhe skin 18 4, 
and the water foal : It were art, I confeſs, to waſh a {ct 
devil and make him white. J am in ſtrange up's and downs, 
and ſæven time: 2 day i loſe ground: I am put often to twin: 
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ang, and again my tet are ſet on the Rock that is higher ous 
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Foilt, x86. LBTTERS. 329 
wy e He hath now let me ſee feur things never law before. 
with the royal King of Glory, when the forrr-bowrs, the ſtands 
et, in this driery wilderneſs, is ſo ſweet : M hen he 
Ferch 2 kiſs afar off to his poor heart-broken mourners in 


g, 47:4 ſendeth me but his hearty commendations, till we 


e when the Faireſt among the ſons of men ſhall lay a King's 
{ent oft cheek to the linful cheeks of poor ſinners. O time, 
ime, ga {wiftly, and hatren that day] tweet Lord Jeſus, poſt, 
ee flying, like à young hart or a roe upon the mountains of 
({-14ration, TI think, we mould tell the hours carefully, and 
look ofren how low the fan is For love bath no He, it is 
prined, painzd in it ſelf, till it come in grips with the party 
ed. 2. 1 find Chriſt's ablence, love's fickne(s, and love's 
in: The wind, that bloweth out of the airth, where my 
od Jeſs reigneth, is ſweet· ſmelled, fofr, Joyful, and heart- 
In tc a ſoul burnt, with abſence. It is a painful battle, for 
a (ol Nick of love, to fight with abſence and delays : Chriſt's 
n:' yet, is a fleunding of all the joints and liths of the foul ; 
2 206 of his head, when he is under a mask, would be halt a 
ban ; to ky, Fool, what aileth thee ? He is coming, would be 
us to a dead man; I am often in my dumb Sabbaths ſeeking 
ue plea with my Lord Jelus, G od forgive me: and I care not, 
" there be not two or three ounce- weight of black wrath in 
n cup. For the third thing, I have leen my abominable vile- 
vc! if 1 were well known, there would none in this king- 
ask how Ido. Men take my ten to be an hundred, but 1 
in a deeper hypocrite and ſhallower proteſlor than every one 


1. 
** 
a 
4 


»=1-yeth, God knoweth I feign not: But I think, my rec- 


$0Ning3 on the one page written in great letters, and his mer- 
cy c luch a forlorn and wzetched d yvour on the other, mare 
Man 2 miracle. If Feould get my finger ends upon a twll Aſu- 
ec, I trow, I ſhould grip faſt: Bur my cup wanteth nut 
$2); and upon my par, deſpair might be almoſt excuſed, it 
every ore in this land ſaw my inner fide : But know. I am one 
dem, who have made great ſale and a iree market to tree 
ace: If I could be ſaved, as 1 would fain believe, lure 1 am, 
have given Chriſt's blood, his free grace and the bowels of 
15 mercy, a large feld to work upon, ard Chriſt hath mani- 
'cited his art (L dare not ſay, to the uttermoſt; for he can, if 
"- would, forgive all the devils and damned reprobates, 


n relpeR of the wideneſs of his mercy; but I ſay) to an N 


U. 3 ra big 


upper will be great cheer, that is up in the great hall, 


e am confounded with wonder, to think what it thalt 
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ra degree. 4. Lam ftricken with, fear of untla hu 

This apoſtate Kirk hath pet the harlot with ma 
a 


bels. 
IOVers: 
| ce of my lovely King, and mac 19 
him, and 1 der not mend it; and they are running 14 fg; 
Chriſt in troops, and I d:w not mourn and be gr! 
I think Chritt lieth like an old forecaſten caſt!s, 1 cn 
me inhabitants; all mea run away now from klin 
innocent troth goeth mourning and wringing tex hands - 
i2c%eoth and ath's. Wo, wo, wo is me, for the 
daughter of Scotland: Wo, wo to the inhabitants +; 1; 
land, tor they are gone back with a. perpetual backſidt; 
Theſe things take me ſo up, that a borrowed bed, det 
man's Kkreefide, the wind upon my face, (I bein arten 
from my. lovers, and dear acquaintance, and my poor #45," 
End no room in my forrow 3 1 have no {pare or cd [ov 
tor theſe: Only I think, the ſparrows and,{wallows, thor build 
heir neſts in Kirk of Anwoeth, bleſſed birds. Nothing vat 


given my faith a harder back-ſet,'till it crack again, t14n nm 


cioſed mouth: But let me be milcrable my. {elf alonr, God 
keep my dear brethren from it + but {till I keep bre . And 
when my royal, and never, neyer-enough /prailed Kin cc 
turneth to his ſinful priſoner, I ride upon the, high places 
13 divide Shechern, I triumph in his ſtrength. It thi, 
ingdom would glorihie the Lord, in my behalf, 7 4-6 
be weighed in God's even balance in this point, . think 
not my wages paid to the full, 7 ſhall coraye ro more hire 
Chriſt. Madam, pity me in this, and help me to praite hi 
For, whatever J be, the chief of ſinners; a devil, and 4 wt 
guiity devil; yet it is the apple of Chrift's eye, his op 
and glory, as the Head of the Church, that 7 fuiter tor vo. 
ard that I will go to eternity with. I am great iy in love . 
Mr. A. M. I ſee him ſtamped with the image of God. / 
hope well of your fon, my Lord Bd. Your Id’ + 
vour children have a priſoner's prayers. Grace, grace i 


tank x.» | 9 9 8 | We Vi | 5 
Aberd. May 1. 1637. Pur Tat at all abhediencs in Chri- 
Te AM. THOMAS GARVE N. 


"Deny Brother, 9 Wy I 
ee mercy and peace be to you: I tejoice, 
J cannot be quat of Chriſt, ( if / may peak ſo bu l 
muſt, b will haye you: Bezake your pit to { "hrift, 2 dear 


. Br other 


9 


% ther, It is a great buſineſs ro make quit of ſuper fluities, 
44 of thoſe things which Chriſt cannt dwell with. am 
„ert with my own crals, that Chriſt hath made mine by 
terne lot, beckuſe it is. Chriit's and wine together. 4 
„ bat, that winter is without heaven; for there is no 
winter wit zin it: All the faints therefore have their own 
u late of winter, before their eternal ſummer. Oh for the 
tor; day, and the high fun, and the fair garden, and the 
King's great City vi her thete viſible hes vers! What God 
a ch on, let me ſuffer”: For forme have one crofs, ſome ſeven, 
ume ten fome half a croſs; yet all the ſaints have whole and 
ia! joy, and lever: erbſſes have ſeven joys. Chriſt is cambret 
wit me (to ſpeak ſo) and my croſs, but he fell:t5 at of 
e, de are not at variance. I find the very g'ooms of Chriſt's 
w00ing a foul, fweet and lovely; / had rather have Chriit's 


buffet nd love-ſtroke, than another king's kiſs ; Speak evil 
of Christ who will, / hope to die with love-thoug its of him, 
Oh that there are ſo few tongues in heaven and earth to ex- 


to! him ' J wiſh his praiſes go not down amongt us: Let not 
Chrift be low and lightly eſteemed, in the midſt of us; but 
et all hearts and all tongues caſt in their portion, and contri- 
en lomething, to make him great in mount Zien. I hus 
->:ommending you to his graze, and remembrirg my love t5 
wur wife ard mother, and your kind brother R. B. and en- 
treating you to remember my bonds, | reſt 
Herd. Sept. 8. 1537. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R 
— — — — — — 


To the Laird of MO N C R I E F E. 


Much hmoured Sir, | oF | | 
6 Race, mercy and peace be to you : Although not acquaint, 
J yet at the defire of your worthy Siſter, the Lady Leys, 
«4 upon the report of your kindheſs to Chriſt, and nis op- 
preſſed truth, Jam bold to write to you, earneſtly deſirin 
du to join with us 
Chriſt ) to wreſtle with God, one day of the week, eſpecially 
ne Wedneſdays, tor mercy to this fallen and decayed Kirk, 
nd to ſuch as ſuffer for Chriſt's name, and for your own ne- 
ceſſities, and the neseſſitics of others, who are by covenant 
engaged in that buſineſs: For we have no other ar mour in 
theſe evil times but prayers, now wher wrath from the Lord 
gone out againlt this backſliding land; for ye kno\v, WC 
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cad hays no true publick faſts; neither are the trac cauſes of 
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32 Mr. Rutherſoord's — Epilt. 283. 
dur humiliation ever laid before the people, Now, vey wy. 
thy Sir, I am glad in the Lord, that the Lord cc ct), 25. 
of your place, or of note, in this time, of common gpl“ 
to come forth in publick, tô bear Chriſt's name be »,. 
when the great men think Chriſt a cumberiom neip1;- cy, 
and that religion carrieth hazards, trials and periccut g. 
with it. I pertwade my elf, it is your glory and ur 
land, and hall be your joy in the day of Chrit, ard 1, 
ſtanding of your houſe and ſeed, to inherit the c, 
you truly ard ſincerely profeſs Chrift : Neither is ou; king, 
hom the Father hath crowned in mount Zion, weak. 
that be cannot do for himſelf, and his own cauſe. 
belieye, they are bleſſed, who can hold the crown upon n 
pens and carry up the train of his robe-royal, and that hs 
all yet be victorious and triumph in this land. Ir is our b 
to back our raya! King, howbeit there were not fx in all ++ 
land to follow him. it is wiſder; now to take up, ard dil 
the devil, and the Antichriſt, coming out in their ard 
the ap» fa. and idolatry of this land, waſhen with fou' was 
#er : [ confels it is art to dall the devil, till his ski r 
white. For my (elf, Sir, I have bought a plea againſt C . 
fince I came hither, ir judging my princely Matter. a»7ry 2: 
me, hecay.s J was caſt out of the Vineyard, as a2 he 
tree, my dumb ſabbaths working me muck ſorrow : 3+ / 
Tee now, ſorrow hath not eyes te read love, written upon t 1: 
croſs of Chriſ; and therefore I paſs from my rafh plea : Wc, 
Two is me, that I ſhould have received a ſlander of Cri" 
ſove to my ſoul. And for all this, my Lord Jetus hat! o. 
iven all, as not willing to be heard with ſuch. a fool, a is 
content to be, as it were, confined with me, and to bear 
<ompany, apd to fealt a paor oppreſſed 5 7 And nov 
7 virite it under my hand, Worthy Str, that / think we! and 
honourably of this, croſs of Chri& : I wonder, that he wil 
take any glory from the like of me ; 1 find that when he but 
fendeth kis hearty commzndations to me, and but blowets a 


$7 afar off, 7 am confounded with woerdring, what the 


Supper of the Lamb will be, up in our Father's dinir;- 
pilace of glom, ſince the four-hours in his diſmal wilden, 
priſons, and in our fad days, a kiſs of Chriſt is 
lo comfortable. 0 pow {weet and glorious ſhall our caſe bc, 
when that Faireſt among the ſans of men ſhall lay his fair 

ce to our now ſinful faces, and wipe away all tears from our 


— 


g % ? O time, time, run pwiftly and haſten this day! 
925 ig PF 25 z 7 a 2 ; Pit 7 S „ane 0 e 
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ppiſt. 189% EBA Tye 
et Lord Jeſiu, come ſtying like à ros, „ 4 ſoung hat 2 
„ee | chat WE) blind tools, are fallen in love wich moon · nine 
% ſhadows. How Hveet is the wind, that bloweth. out of 
u 2ircl, where Chi is! Every day we may {te forme new 


in Chriſt, his love hath neither brim nor bottom. Oh 


11 


biad 12 the fal. Sir, help me to love that never enough 
brate Lord. 1 find now, that the faith of the iaints, under 
tutccinge for Chriſt, is fair before the wind, and with full 
s carried upon Chriſt; and: hope to ſoſe nothing in this 
{.rrace but droſs; for Chrift can tciumph in à weaker man 
an, if there be any ſuch : And when all is done, his 
des baingth me, and leaveth me under ſuch debt to Chriſt, 
\; / *4r: neither pay principal nor incereſt, Oh if he would 
nige my eln if J were fold to him as a bond man, 
ed thay he would take me home to his houſe: and fire. ide; 
{zz / have nothing to render to him! Then, after me, let ne 
wan think hard of Chriſi's ſweet croſs; for 1 would not 
44526 my lig hs with the painted laughter of all my adverſa- 
ves. | deſire grace and patience to wait on, and to lie upon 
the brink, till the water full and flow. I know he is faſt com- 
ing. Sir, Ye will excuſe my boldneſs, and till it pleaſe God I 
ou, ye have the prayers of a priſoner of Chrz/t, to whom I 
-:20mmend you, and in whom brett. | 

bord. May 14. 1637. Tears at all obedience in Chriſt, S. R. 
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7 JOHN CLARK. 


Toving Brother, ' © 1 
{ Vid {alt Chriſt without wavering, and contend for the 
4 faith, becaule Chriſt is not eaſily gotten nor kept: Ide 
e proſ:JTor hath put heaven (as it were) at the very next 
dor, and thinketh to fly up to heaven in bis bed, and in 
- right-dream z but truly, that is not ſo eaſie à thing, a 


—_— 


wat men belieye; Chriſt himſelf did ſweat, ere he won this 


ch howbeig he was the free-born Heir. It is chriſtianity, 
* heart, to be fincore, unfeig ned, honeſt and upright-hearted 
bee God z and to live and lerve God, ſuppoſe there were 
tone man or woman, in all the world. dwelling beſide you, 
> 2ye you. Any. little grace that ye have, ie chat it bs 
load and; true Ye may put à difference. betwixt you and 

"6.27 | | | repro- 
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224 Mr. Rutherfoord's 


zim at God's, bynour : ye, mauſt eat, drink, fleep, uy, teh. | 
lit, ſtan“l, ſpeak pray, read, and hear the wird with £ 67 | 
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and thaatſgiving and count noc much of being mocked, (1; 
Chritt jeſus was mocked before you · Perſwade your {!*, 
that this is the way of peace and comfort, i now affe fir 
1 dare go to death and fats eternity with it, thaugh mon mer 
+ Poihdiy ſeck another way. Remember me in your prayer, ard 
the {tate ot this oppreſſed Church. Grace be with ou 
Aberd. 1637. Toar Sets welwi ſher, S. R. 
— —— — DW — N — — 


"7 CAR DON N ESS ade. 


Mauch hwnoured Sir, 5 
I Long to hear bow your ſoul profpereth : I wonder that 
ye write not to me; for the Holy Ghoſt beareth mc u- 
nels, i cannot, dare not, + dow not forget you, nor the (oils 
of thoſe with you, who are redeemed by the bloed of the gt. 
&oepherd: Ve are in my heart in the nightrawatches, ye are 7) 
joy and crows in the dayof Chriſt. O Lord, bear witnels, 
my ſou! thirſteth for any thing out of heaven, more than for 
your ſalvation: Let God lay me in an even balance, 2nd tr; 
me in this. Love heaven, let your heart be on it: Up, ©» 
and vifit the ac lang, and view the fair City, and the w 
threne and the Lamb, tbe Bride's Hurband, in bis rid. 
oom's clothes _ on it: it were time, your foul caſt it 
{elf epd all your burdens upon Chrift. i beſeech you 1c 
woinnds of your Redecnrtr, and by your 'rompearamne 0 
"Fo 5 ö ar 
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mit all your mays and aſthss to God! by prayer, fu 
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Eviit go. LETTERS.” 235 
kin, ani by tho ſalvation of your tout, lote ng mere tures 
rin , tor it is late; God hath ſworn by himſelt, who nude 
th: wild and tine, Shat time hall he mo more, Rev. x. Ye 
1:0 109 upon the very border of the other life ; your Lord 
e101 bs blamed for not giving you warning: | have taught, 
the {th of Christ to you, and delivered unto you the whole 
010/21 of Cod, and i have ſteod before the Lord tor you, and. 
tall ver ſtill Hand: Awake, awake to do righteouſly- 
ink got to be-caſed, of the Lurders and debts, that are on 
vour route, by oppreſüng any, or being rigorous to thoigz 
that xe under you: Remember how {endeavourtd to walk 
er you in tYis matter, s an example, Bebold, bers am I, 
ie fe a g iat mes before the Lord and bis An inted, whoſe 
„ mhaſe «ſs beve I taken? When have defraudes.? 
io: have I opprefjed : Who kaoweta bow, my oul teedeth 
poi a good conference, when 1 remember how I ipent this 
body in erding the Lambs of Chris? At my firſt entry hi- 
ther, J grant, 1 took 4 ſtomach againſt my Lord, berauie he 
146 eaſten me over the dite of the Vineyard, as 2 dry, trees 
would have no more of my ſervice: My dumb abbaths 
broke 1y heart, and'{would- not be zomforted : But now he, 
n my ſoul loveth, is come again, and it pleaterh him to 
£44 me witb the kiſſes of his love: A King dineth with me, 
a1 , ſpikenard caſteth a ſwe't ſme. The Lord my Wit- 
3:13 is above, that /write my heart to you, { ever knew, 
am, nine years preaching, fo nuch of Coriſt's love, as he 
hath taught me in Aberdeen, by ſix months impriſonment. 
charge you in Chriſt's Name, help me to praiſe, and mew that 
De ple and country, che loving kind nels of the lord to my 
'ou!, that ſo my ſufferings may ſome way prea h to cuem, 
when J am Glents He hath made me know now, better than 
belore, what it is to be crutihed to the world 2 I would not 
NOW give 4 driak of cold water for all the world's kindneſs ; 
aur ds ſervice to it: lam not the fleſh's debtor ; my Cor 
adus hach dawfed his priſoner; and bath thoughts of love 
Con*erning me. J would nat exchange my fighs, with the 
laughing of adverſaries. Sir, / write this to intorm you, that 
ma know, it is the truth of Chi now ſutfer for, and he 
rh icaled my ſuffering with the comforts of his Spirit on 
) foul; and know he putteth not his leal upon blank paper. 
Now, Sir, I have no comfort earthly, hut toknow, that { have 
"\pouſed, and ſhall preſent a Bride to Chri/t in that corprer a. 
#112. The Lord hath given you much, aud. t erefore be will 
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IJ write to them my beſt wiſhes, and the ble 


32S Mr. Rutherfoord's  Bpift, rg. 


equire much of you again: Number your talents, 94 * 


what ye have to render back again; ye cannot be enough gy. 
ſwaded of the ſhortneſs of your time. 7 charge th rite 


to me, and in the fear of God be plain with me, wh-oth-- ,, 
no ye "ave made your ſalvatien ture: Tam ctonfidery, 254 
hope the belt ; but 7 know, your reckonings with your fg x. 
are many and deep. Sir, be not beguiled, negle& ,, 
one thing, Phil. wi. 13.) your one nectffary thing, ' Lie x. 
42.) th? gd part that ſhall not be taken from u Too, 
beyond time; things here are but anoon-ſhine 4 ther have 
cbildrens wil, who are delighted with ſhadows, and 4clydes 
wich teathers ftying in tas air. Deſire your children, © th; 
morning of their lite, to begin ard ſeek the Lord, Aue 
emer their Creator in the days of their youth, (Scl x11, 
1.) To cleanſe their way, hy taking heed ther#ts a e 
to God's word (fal. cxix. g,) Yourh is a glaſke age, 1 
finds a ſwept chamber (for the molt part) in youth-h:24, and 
4 garnifped leuging for himfetf und his train. Let the Lo 
have the flower of their age; the beſt ſacrifice is duet 
inſt ruct them in this, that they have a ſoul, and that his li 
is nothing in compariſon of eternicy; they will have nus, 
need of Gods conduct in this world, to guide theta by thoe 
rocks, upon which moſt men ſplit ; but far more nee, when 
it cometh to the hour of death, and their compearancs 5:7 


Chriſt. () that there were ſuch an heart in them, to [ror (5) 


Name of the grent and dreadful Ged, who hath laid up 1c: 
r thoſe that love and fear him! I pray that God 

may he their porfi:n. Shew ptigfs of my * that 
ings of the hs. 

ful Paftor ;, ſay to them from me, That I beſeech them 
bowels of Cbriſt, to beep in mind the dodtrine of ow £14 
and Sevicur Jeſus Chris, which 1 taught them ;, that |» 11} 
may lay hold on eternal life, ſtriving together for the faith of 
the geſbel, and making ſure ſalvation to themſelves. Vit 


in love, and do righteouineſs; eek peace, love ont anct!sr, 


wait ior the coming of our Matter and Judge : Recciy- : 


doctrine contrary to that which I delivered to you; if 1c 7 
away, and forget it, and that catechiſm which 7 taught vou, 


and fo forſake your own mercy, the Lord be ſudg bee 


ou and me, J take heaven and earth to witneſs, that iuch 
Mall eternally periſh ; but if they ferve the Lord, great wr” 


their reward be, when they and 7 ſha!l ſtand before our judge. 


Set forward up the mountain, to meet with God; climb 2 
"1 | 0. 


— \ * 
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Fpiſt. 19. LETTERS. | 337 
for your Se viour calieth on you. It may be, God will Call 
you to your reſt, when | am far from you; but ye have my 
©. and the deſires of my heart, for your ſou! 5 welfare. He 
tar i» holy, keep you from falling, and eftabiuik you. till 
Lis own gleribus appearance. os | 

. flberd: 1937» Hier affectionate and ſa m ful Paſt, S. R. 
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Mitch bmowred Fir, 1 | 
Ti 7 tohear, whether or hat your ſoul be hand-falted with 
| tilt : Loſe your time no longer; flee the follies of youth; 
tte leins of your mind, and make you ready for meet- 
i; the L174, I hays often ſummoned you, and now I um- 
won you again, to compear before your udge, to make a 
recxoning of your life; whale ye have time, Jock upon your 
pac 7, ind conſider your ways ; 0 that there were ſuch an 
heert in you, as to think, what an ill conſcience will be ts 


you, mhen ye are up the bender of eternity, and. your n, 


fort out of time! O then, ten thouſand thouſand floods of 
leer cormor extinguiſh thele Famer, or purchale to you one 
hour's releale from that pain O how ſweet 2 day have ye 
But this is a fair day that runneth faſt away; fee how 
ic have ſpent it, and conſider the neceſſity of ſalvatien; and 
ee (in the fear of God) it ye have made it ſure: I am 
p.rivided, ye have a conſcience that will be ſpeaking ſomę - 
bat to you: Why will ye die and deftroy your {elf ' I chatte 
you, in Chriſt's name, to rouſe up your conſerence, and begin 
i» dent and contract with Chriſi, in time, while (als ation 
is 1n your offer: This rs the accepted time, this is the the day 
c; alain: Play the merchanr, for ye cannot expect ano- 
ther artet. day when this is done; therefore let me again: 
deſeech you,” To confider, in this your day, the things that he- 
long to your peace, before they be bid from your eyes. Dear 
ether, taltil any joy, and begin to ſeek the Lord, while he 


may be taurd: Forſake the tollics of deceiving and vain youth 3 


lay hold upon eternal life. Whoring, night-drinking, and 
i... pending the Sabbath, and neglecting of prayer in your 
houſe, and refuſing of an offered ſalvation, will burn pp Jour 
ul with tbe terrors of the Almighty, when your awakned con- 


ience ſhall flee in your face. Be kind and loving to your wife; 


e cenſcience of cheriſhing her, and not being rigidly auſtere. 


, 1 haye not a tongue to er preſi the g that ii laid 2 
4 | 97 
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2 3 Mr. Ratherſpord's Epif. 1% 
Jol, in your rather's houſe, if ye reform Year doincs 94 i 
irame your hrart to return to the Lord. Ye Know, this v» . 
is but 2 hade, a ihort-living creature, under le 55 d 


time; within leſs than fifty years, when ye look bak 10 js 
ye n. pg at the evan:thing vanities thercot a3 
flying in the air, and as the houles of ſand within 5 
mark, Which the children of men are buildin ©... 

with courting of this yain world: Seck not b 
moveavics, but the Son's heritage in heaven 

| Cbrift, look unto bim, ard his love ſhall fo ehinge on 'S . 
| ye ſhall be taken with him, and never cheeſe to £9 Fon hit 
The experience ot his [wetneſs in this houles 11) 
grimage here: My Witneſs, who is above, knowetl;, 1 would 
not exchange my fighs and tears, with the laughing of th 
Furteen Prelates ; There is nothing will make you cb 
Pk 4 indeed. but a taſte of the ſweetneſs of Chrilt : G and 
4 ze, will peak beſt ro your foul. 7 would fain bop⸗ ed 
vou: Be no: diſcouraged at broken and ſpilt-telototions: 7 
to it, and” to it again: Woe about Chri 3 tall yet et yout 
ſou! eſpouled as à chaſte virgin ta him; uſe the mo17s of 
profiting with your c:nſcrence, Prog in your family, d ra, 
the word; remember how our Lord's-day was ſpert, wh: / 
was among you: It will be a great challenge to you |. 5: 
God, if ye forget the good that was done within the 1 «/ 
; your houſe, on the Lord's: days, and if ye turn aſide ter thr 
ſ taſhions. of this world, and if ye ge not in Hime to c Kirk, 
1 to walt on the publick Warp of God, 25d 1 Fe tarry not al 
x it, till all the exerciles of religion be ended, Give Gul for; 
gf your time both mornin and evening, and aſternoct; 
and in fo doing, rejoice the Fear of a per oppreile“ 
wer. Rue upon your own foul, and from your Heart far the 
Lord. % he that broueht again from the dead the cat 
Shepherd. of his ſbeep, by the bload e the eternal Cricnas!, 
eſtabliſh your heart mith hu grace, end preſent you be. 51: 
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preſence with j. + | 
1 Aberd. 1637, Tour affedi;nate and toying Paſtor, . 
CORE Tt CARLEATOUN. 
Auch bonaured r, 3 


14 Wi)! not impute your not writing to me, to forgetiuine%: 
I however, /have One above who forgetreth gi Dot; bat 
re groweth in his kindneſs : Ir hath pleased e holy Nai), 
| . f | * x oe” 70 
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miſt, 192. LETTERS, 319 
„use me rom the pulpit, und tech me many things in mx 
wile 2d priſon, that were meries. to me betore 3 As, 1. 1 
be his bottomleſs and boundleſs love and kind neis, and my 
eau and tavings. which, at my brit ent imo this furnace, 
wer: i focliſb and $16. as to lay to Chrift ha is Auth it ſelf, 
bis ate, Thou laeft. I had well nigh loſt my grips I No- | 
Jed it it was Chriſt or not; tor the mii and imoke of my * 
perturbet heart, made me miſtake my Mader jeſus ; My fairh © 1 
ws dn, and hops frozen and cold; and my love. which cau - 1 
bd ical oulies, had ſome warmmeſs, and beat, and mee, but 1 
n {14/222 at all; yet I was lu for ſome good ot Chriſts oc 
ezim to me. 4 thought, I bad forreited ail my riguts; but 1 
the tenpter Was too much upon my counſels, and was ſt iu 1 
Mowing the coal: Alas! I knew not well before, bow goods 
&! my intercetfor and Advocate, Chi, hath of pleadingy 
ud pardoning me ſuch follies. Nom be is returned to my 
ſeu! with beeling under bis wings; and 1 am nothing belund 
with Coriſt now, tor he hath over-paid me, by his preieace, the 
pi vas put to by on- waiting, and any little loſs / ſuſtained 
un witneſſing againſt the wrongs done to. him. I tro, it 
Was « pain tomy Lord to hide himſelf any . in 4 man- 
tet, he was challenging his awn «nkindneſs, repented him 
of his gloemg: And now, what want 1 on earth, that Chriff 
can give to peer priſener? O how ſmeet and lovely is 
he now! Alas that I can get none to help me, to lift up my 
Lord ſeſus àapon his throue, above all the earth? 2.1 am 
fo br ought to ſome meaſure of ſubmiſſion, and I reſolve to 
wait ci! | ſee what my Lord ſeſus will do with me: 1 dare 
wr now Hie nme er ſpeak one word againſt the all-ſeeing and 
Ver atching providence of my Lord. I ſee, providence run- 
bath t on broken wheels 3; but J, like a fool, caryed à pro- 
wide nee to mine on eaſe, to die in my neſt, and to Res 
ih, til my gray hairy; and ta lie on the ſunny ſide of the | 
Acuncain, in my miniſtry at Anwoth + but now, I have no 
ing to fay againſt a borrowed fire · ſide, and another man's 
eule, nor. Kedar's tents, where L live, being removed far 
972 My acquaintance, my lovers and. my friends: I fee, Gd 1% 
dats the world on his wheels, and caſtech it as a potter doth _ , 1 
Veſlat on the wheel. 1 dare not (ay. that there is any inordi- | a 
date or irregular motion in providenet ; the Lord hath dene ( 
it: ' will net go to Jaw with Chriſt, for I would gain pething ©. 1 
vi chat. 3. / have learned ſome greater mortification, 1nd ner 
9 19urn after or ſeek to ſuck the wartd's dry breaſts : Na 
FO a; my. 
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340. Mr. Ratherfoord's — Epilt 19, 
| my Lord hath filled We with fuch dainties, that 7 1 like w 
7 Htull banqueter, who is got for common'eheer. e 
& | to do tu fall down upon my knees, and worſhip willy, 


4 tren idol, the world * I have a better God than in 
} ad; nay, at preſent, as / am now ditpoled, 7 care nor th 
. to give u World a diſchatge of my ſiferent᷑ of it, tor % 
And mater: I know, it is not my home, nor my be 
7 FN koule ; It ie hut his fect tool, the wter-eioſe f laue, 
N | +: i but Held and nruir raum: Let baſtards take it 3 1 hope, 
; | | vt vex to think my ſelf in its cmmen, lor Honour or rich: 
* Nay: now, I ſay to laughter, Thou art madneſs. 4. nd 
4 | moſt truc, that the greateſt tem tation our o: hell, 75, to % 
1 Michout temptat ions; if my waters thauld ſtand, wo! 
2 | 


[4 tot : Faich is the better ef the free air, aud of the tay iis 
„ teretlorm in its face; Graee withereth without advertuy: [} 
dei is but God's maſter-fencer, to wach us to bande our 

weapons: g. | never koew how weak I was, till now, wer 
he hideth himſelf, and when 1 have him to ſeek ſeven times 
@ day. I am a dry and withered branch, and a Pecs 
dead carcaſs, dry bones, and not able to ſtep over 2 ite 
The thoughts of my old fins are as the ſummons of death 0 
me ; and of late, zry Bretber's calc hath Stricken me to tl 
heart; When my wounds are cloſing, a little rißle can ci 
them to bleed ztrefh : So thin- skit'd is my foul, that think, 
ic is like a tender man's skin, that may touch nothin; | 
. ye ſee, how ſhort J would ſhoor of the prize, If bi-. grace 
were not infhcent for me. Wo's me for the day of and, 
Wo, vo is me for my Harlot-mother ; tor the decree is got 
forth : Women of this land ſhall call the childleſs and ner 
ry ing wombs bleſſed. The anger of the Lord is gone tl. 
and ſhall not return, till he perform the — of his heart 
anſt Scotland 2 Yet he ſhall make Frotland a new ſharpꝰ 
WH: ramsnt having tecth, to threſh the mountaits; and fan ti: 
N ö [ hills as chaff. I he priſoner's. bleiſing be upon you. | 
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Aberd. March 14. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, > \ 
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Wt. ; ROW, are thinking ſometimes what Chriſt is 6c.0g 
Lion, and that the baters of Zien may get the botion © 
ur cup, and the burning coals ef our farnace, that we i: 
Wen tried iv, theſe ash years bygone. O Chat this n. 
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Fpiſt 193. LETT RRS. 341 
Would be awakned{1t$ cry; mi ly unto Goh, fox che ſorting 
15 0 4 few tabernacle £6 Cori in Scoiand. Oi this kingdeaa 
ay how worthy Chrift were of his toom His wert wos 


1 


er boy man's eſtimation of him. And far m) (elf, 1 n 


at the heart, that I cannot find my ef diſpòſed ro 
len my. elt, and go wholly in 19 Chi: Alus that there 
ing beg one bit f me out of him, and hat we leave ton 
mu. Yherty and latitude for pur ſelves, and our own caſe, 
Dit, and pleaſures, and ſu little room tor 2 {love wor- 
th br 77 { O hac pa ins land charges it coſtech Cr t we le 
„and When alf is dene, we 2 h not worth the having 2: 
wonder, that he ſhould ſeek: the Hike of us, but love 
9, orl00keth blackneſs and ferkie ſneſe; for if tit 129 not been 
„ Crit would never have made lo fair and bleſled a bargain. 
with: us, as che covenant af grace is. I find chat in all our 
{uiſerings, Chriſt is but ridding warb, that ver] one Of. 
us 1121 lay, Mint and.Thing and that men may know by their 
crolles, how week a bottom nature is to Nand upon i a ir7al ; 
bat then, Which our Keck incendeth, in al cur. ſufferings, 
is. to bring grace in court and requeſt amonit us: 1, would, 
\ucymb and come ſhort of heaven, if I had fo more but my 
own ſtrength to ſupport me; and if Cbriſt ihauld ſay co me, 
er do ie, it were eaſie tu determine; Wbat thou!d be- 
coe of me: The choice were ene, for I beheved to die, it 
it mauld paſs by with ſtraitned bowels; and who then 
„Huld take us up in our ſtraits? I know, we may tay, that 
is kindelt in his love, when we vre ac. dur weakeſt; and. 
nat if Chrift had not been to the fire, in our fad days, the 
ters bed gu ne quer our ſoul, His mercy hath a ſet period 


a1 ( 


appointed place, how far, and no further the ſea of af 
deen ball flow, and where the weves thereof hall be ſtay- 
4 He preſcribetch how moch pain and and ſorrow, both for 
weight and meaſure, we muſt have; Ye have chen good, 
to recal your love frem all lovers, and give it to C 

ho is afflicted in all Four bien, locketh not on o 
ourad hours, with an nſenſible heart or dry eyes. All 


= 


Lord's ſaints may ſee, that it is loſt love, which is beſtow. 


<4 upon this periſhing world: Death and judgmert will make 
wer 2feat, that ever their miſcarrying hearts, carried them 
» lay and laviſh oat their love upon #1 appearintes and 


4ut-dreuns, © Alas! that Chrift ſhould tare the wore, hes. 


e of his on goodneſs, in making Pezce and the, Qoſpel 


de together; and OF have never yet weighed-ths, 
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242 Mr, "Ratherfrord's | Epiſt. 194. 


m-rth of Chriſl in his ordinances ; and that now we are ths 


to be deprived of the well, ere we have taſted the frets; 
of the water : It may be with wdtry eyes, and a we! {p;- 
and wearzed freer, we (eek Chriſt, and ſhall not find hin. 0* 
that this land were humbled in time, and by prayer, ve 
humiliation, would bring Chriſt in at the Church-door 151th 
now when bis back is turned towards us, and he is gone 5 
the threſhold, and his one foot (as it were) is out of the dog 


am ſure, his departure is our deſerving, we have bonus 


it with cur intquitics ; for even the Lord's own children 
fallen aſleep : And alas! i rofuſſors are made all of fhews 4 
tathions, and are not at pains to recuyer themtlves 
Every orc hath his ſet mcalure of Faith and Holineſs, 
conterteth himſelf with a ſtinted mcafure of Golineſ, 4s ©; 
that were enough to bring them to heaven: We sorge rx; 
as bur gifts and light grow, fo God's gain and the int roll vi 


his talents ſhould grow alſo ; and that we cannot pay Co 


- 
7 


with the cd uſe and wont (as we wie to ſpeak) which we 
gave him ſeven years ago; for this were to mock the end. 
and to make price with him as we lit. O what difficulty 1: 
there in our chriſtian Journey | and hew often come we thor 
of many thouſand things, that are Chri#'s due, and We cat 
ſide r not how far our — Lord is behind with us! A, 7, 
J cannot render you thanks, as | would, for your kindnets t. 
my Brother, an oppreſſed ſtranger; but | remember you uns 
the Lord, as 1 am able; 1 entreat yon, think upon me. |: 
priſoner 3 and pray, that the Lord would be pleaſed tog 
me room to ſpeak to his people in his name. Grace, giace 
be with you | 
Alerd. 1636. Tours in his ſweet Lord ani Maſter, S. K. 
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To FUL W O OD Tounger 


Much honaured Sir, 4 
Rate, mercy and peace be to you: Upon the ep 
(> this worthy bearer concerning you, I thought god 72 
ak a word to you: It is enough for acquaintance, that wo 
are one in Cbrift. My earneſt deſire to you is, that ye wong 


in the fear of God, compare your inch and hand-breadth ©: 


time with valt etermty, ard your thoughts of this now ai 
blooming and green world, with the thoughts ye ſhall n 
of it, when corruption and worms ſhall make their hovics ©! 


your c e-beles, and thall eat your Both, and make that boy 


* 
Ar 
5 Grey 


Epilt. 194. LETTERS. 43 


dr;:bones : If ye ſo do, I know then, that your fight of this 


2/1 14's vanity thall be mote clear, than now it is; ard I am 


pertwaded, ye thall then think, that mens labours for this clay + 
id! :16 to laughed at. Therefore come near, and take a 
i» of that tranſparent beauty, that is in Chriſt, which 
„oled buie the love of ten theuſand millions of werlde and 
angels, ard hold them all at werk : Surely lam grievea, that 
nr will not ſpend their whole love upon that royal and 
priveely Welbeloved, that high and jofty One ; for it is cur- 
love that runneth another may than upen him. And tor 
my (cls it J had ten loves and ten {ouls, O now glad wowld 
i be, if be would break in upon me, and take poſitifion of 
of them all! Wo, we me, that he and | are is far aſurder! 
hape, we ſhall be in one country and one heuſe together, 
True pain of love-ſickneſs for ſeius, mak th me to thin! is 
long, long, long to the dawning of that day. Oh that bs 
id cut ſhort years and aronths and b urs, and over-ioap 
time, chat we might meet! And for this truth, Sir, that ye 
projefs, | avow before the world of men and angels, that it is 
the way, and only way, to our country, the reſt are Þy-ways; 
and that what | fafter for, is the apple of Chriſt s «eye, een 
bis honour as Lawegiver and King of his Church. I] tbink 
death too little ere J forſock it. Do not, '$r, | beicech yeu 
in the Lord, make Chriſt's court thinner by drawing hack 
ram him; it is too thin already; for I dare pledge my hea- 
von upon it, he ſhall win this plea; and the os that pleg a- 
*ainkt him ſhall loſe the wager, which is their part of falyg- 
on, except they take better heed to their ways. Sr, free 
race, that we give no hire for, is a jewel our Lord gietth 
to few. Stand faſt in the hope ye are called urto: Our Maſter 
will rend the clouds, and will be upon us quickly, and cicar 
our cauſe, and bring vs all out in our blacks and whites, 
dean, clean.garmerts in the Bridegrooi's eye, ore of great 
* e Step over this hand-breadth of world's glory, in to 
gur Lord's new world of grace, and' ye will laugh at the 
i-athers, that children are chafing in the air. I verily judge, 
nat this inns, men are building their neſt in, is not worth a 
ſri, of cold water. It is a rainy and ſmoky toute ; beſt we 
come out of it, leſt we be choked with the ſmoke there» 
of O that my adverſaries knew how ſweet my ſigbs tor 
Ohriſt are, and what it were for a finner to lay his head be- 
een Chriſt's breaſts, and te be over head and ears in Chriſt s 
e! Alas, I cannot cauſe 1 * ſpeak the height and — 
: 2 2 
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344 Mr; Retherforrd's Epiit. 9. 
and depth of it! I have not a balance, to weigh my Led 
uss worth : Heaven, ten.heavens wayld mot be the beam 
Mance, to weigh him in. I malt give. over praifing of. | oP 
angels ſec but little of hin;: O. iFjthat. Hir One ue take 
off the mask off his fair face, that I might ſce biz; „; 
of him through his mask is halt 3 leaven. O dy, damn 
O time, run fa O hridegraqm paſt, paſt. faſt, that ws may 
meet! O veavens, cleave in two, that that bright fac: and 
head may ſet it ſelf through the clouds! 0 that the corn wore 
ripe, and this world Prepared, lor his 200k 4 Sir, be voſd 
to remember a priſoner's Bonds. Grace be with vo.. 
Averd, July 10. 1637. Teurs.in bis ſweet Lor d Jeſia, S. R. 
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. A. HUGH MACKA ILL. 


My ven dear Brother, a 
E know, that men may take their ſweet fill of the nee 
law, in grace s hraund; and. betwixt the Med: 17's 
breaſts and this, is ſinnecs feſt, may; for there is. a bed tor 
wearted ſinners to reſt them ia, in the new Covenant, thoug! 
70 bed of Chriſt's making to fleep in The law mall never 
be my doomſer, by Chriſt's grace, if I get no more 2004 9! 
it; 1 all find a ſore enough doom in the Goſpel, to hunde 
ard to caſt me down: It is EI grant) a — EE tried, 
to fallow a traitor to the bar, and to back him, till be come 
to Chriſt. We may blame our ſelves, who: cauſe the 1:w to 
era ve well - paid debt, to ſcar us away from [clus, and 6iipu': 
bout a rightecuſneſs of our own; a world in the mon, 
chimera, and a night- dream, that. pride is father and mo- 
ther to: There cannot be a moreaumble ſoul than a beliey:s; 
it is no pride for a drowning man to catch hold of a rock. | 
rejoice, that the wheels of this confuſed world arc rolled and 
cogged, and driven, according as our Lord will. Out of lat. 
ever zirth the wind blow, it will blow us on our Lord: No 
wind can blow our ſails oyer-board 3 becauſe Chrilt's sil. 
and the honour of his wiſdem are empawned, and laid dow” 
at the ſtake, for the ſea-paſſengers, that he ſhall put them 


i. 


fafe off his hand on the ſhore, in his Father's known bounds, 


our native home-ground. My dear Brother, ſear not the 
croſs of Chriſt: it is not ſeen yet, what Chriſt will do tor 
you, when it cometh to the worſt ; he will keep his grace, 
till ye be at a ſtrait, and then bring forth the decreed birth tor 
Your lalvatign» Ne are ay arrow of his. own makings ler net 


- 


Ws | | 
Epiſt. 296-1 FETUTRES 13485 
Noot LOW againſt a W 1 of b/afs, your. p. art ſhatl kenp Whole. 
cannot, lor multitudo of legters, and diftraRion ot friends, 
1119 what would for the times : 1 have not one hour of 
bart time, ſuppoſe the day were forty hours long. Remem- 
me in prayer © Grace be with you. | | 
4 ber d. Sept. 53. 1629. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſm, 8. R. 
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Tr ks; Reverend and dear Brother, Mr. Da id Diek ſon. 
N NN ö 


My Reverend aud dear Brother, 
beer ye have never known me well: ff ye faw my it r- 
4 licle, it is py ye would pity me; but ye would hard- 
gyn ms either love ot reſpect: Men miſtake me the whole 
-n-th o! the heavens my tins prevail over me, and tt ter- 
oo their guvirineſs, Tam put often to ask, it Chriſt and 
Haid ever fake hsüds together incarneft ; i mean not, that 
„it days are quite gene; but I am made of eremities,” 
pray God, ye never have the woful and driery expericrice of 
lol mouth; for then ye ſhall judge the ſparrows, that 
ung in the Church ot /rvins, blefied birds: But my foul 
been refreſhed and watred, When I bear of your cou- 
„ ed zeal for your rever-enough-praiſed, praiſed Maſtcr, 
n that ye put the men of God, chaled out of Ireland, tu 
„Oi could confirm you ! I dare lay in God's preſence, 
Tout this ſpall never haſten your ſaffering, hut ſhall be David 
ens Feaſt and ſpeaking jcy, that while he had time and 
leiligre, be put many to werk, to lift ap Yeſfws, his ſweet 
Maſter, high in the sien. O man of (od, go on, go on, be 
ut for that Plant of renown, for that Chief among ten 
thouſands, for that Prince of the kings of the earth. It is 
n lirtle that I know of God; yet this 1 dare write, Coriſt 
be florified in David Dickſon, howbert Scotland be of 
gathered. Lam pained, zained, that I have not more to give 
went Btidegrpom : His comforts to me are not dealt with 
ig gard's hand; but 1 would fain learn not to idolize com- 
fort, ſenſe, jey, and ſweet" felt. preſence; all theſe are but 
creatures, and nothing but the kingly tobe, the gold-ring, 
da the bracelets of the Briulegroom; the Bridegrocns himſelf 
is better than all the orte ments that re about him. Now, 
i would not ſo much have theſe, as Cod himſelf, and to be 
iv allowed up of love to Chriſt. L ſee, in delighting in a 
12: munion with Khrift, wie may make mo gods than one 3 
bat however; all was but hatru tcp between Chriſt and me, 
> 8 | till 
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46 Mr, Rutherfoords Epiſt. 40), 
tiu row. If o would hay: ſwæn anto me, 4 won 1, 
have believed. what may be found in Chriſt. I hope, 2 
my pain taat much, in my prin, as to help inc . 127 
and to cauſe others hep ne, 2 qu ur, a final wreref 4 7 
our, to pay toms: of my debrs ot praiie to my © rev: þ 
Let my God he {udge and 4 itveſs if my for! wor! | 
have ſweet eaſe and c:mport, to have many hearts c cs 
ir Chriſt, and-enlarged with his love, and many tone 
on werk to ſet on high my royal and princely Welbelov-/ 
chat my lufferinzs could bay tribute to uch a ing 

given over wondring at his love; for Cheict hath manta 
a pic ec of art upon me, that I never revealed to an, 
71 bath gatten fair and eb employment, and {moet (tlc, 4 
a gecd market for his honourable calling of jhewing n o. 
me, the chief of ſianers. Every one knoweth not, 0 2: 
I do, my T:f-«y oſten broken cvenants; my tins ig! 
Jight. working in the very act of fanning, hach been met with 
admirable merey: But alas! he will ger nothing back air. 
but wretched unthankfulngeſs. Ian fure, if Chriſt „% wn! 
thing in me, next to my fin, it is pain of love for an m 
and Hul full of himfelf, in faith, love, and begun 
My ſorrow is. that I cannot get Chriſt lifted ef the ail + 
Scotland, and ſet on high, above all the skies, aud“ 
beavens. 


Aberd. May 1. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſws, b. 
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To his Reverend and dear Brother, Mr. John Livingſtor 


Al; reverend and dear Brother, 

ace, niercy ard Peace he to you : 1 long to hc rom 
<5 you, and to he re.r-ſhed with the comforts of the 754; 
. of our Lord Jeſus in freland. I ſuffer with you in grief, 
the daſh. that your defires to be at N E. have receivoc 
late; hut it our Lord, who hath skill to bring up his laren, 
had not ſcen it your beſt, it ſhould not have befallcr v 
Ho!d your peace, and ſtay your ſelvet upon the holy ne © 
Iſrael : Hearken what he ſaith in crofling of your delzircs, 
ill ſpeak peace to bs people. 1 am here remover fr gt; 
flock, and ſilenced and cenfin=d in Aberdeen, tor tu 
zu n of Telus; and I have been confined in ſpirit allo with 
deſertions and challenges: 1 gave in a hill of qQuar: cs, and 
coraplaints of unkindneſs againſt Chriſt, who ſeemed to crit 


me over the dite of the Vineyard, as a dry-tree, and Ig. 
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Epiſt. 197. LETT E R 5. 347 
ted me from the Lord's inheritance: But high, hi and f 
——_— * 2 1 
loud prailes be to our royal crowned King in Zi, that i 
hath rot burnt the dry-branch: i thall yet live, and lee hi 
ory. Your Mother-church, for her Wed mn, is like to be 
caſt of: The bairns may break their heart, to e ſuch chide 
ing betwist the Hausband and the Wife. Our Clergy is up- 
„n 2 Reconciliation with the Lutherans, and the Docter, are 
writing books, and drawing up a common Confeſſion at the 
Founrti's command. Our Service-book 18 proclaimed Witt, 
ſourd of trumper : The night is fallen down upon the Pro- 
vhets; Srrfland's day f vilitation is come; it is time for the 
eto weep, while Ch riſt is a ſaying, He will chooſe aut her 
ir But our sky will clear again}; the dry-branch of eut- 
own Lebanon will bad again, and be glorious, and they 
allet plant vines upon our mennatains. Mow, my dear 
brother, tnvrite to you for this epd, thit yg may help me to 
praiic, and feek help of others with you, that God may. be 
ganthed in my bones. My Lord ſeſus hath taken the wirhe- 
red dry flranger, and his broken-1n-beart priloner, into his 
b uſe if wine. O! O! If ye, and all Se-tland, ard all our 
bretarer: with you, knew how T am fraſted! Chriit's bony» 
os drop comfort: He dineth with his priſoner, and the 
Kings ſpizenard caſteth @« ſmell. The de il cannot get it 
aid, but we futfer for the apple of Corift's eye, his royal 
f (2103401vt8, as King and Law giver; let us nut tear or faint. 
He will have his Goſpel once again rouped in Sc tlang, and 
have the matter going to voices, to ſee who will ſay, Let 
be crowned King in Scotland + t is true, axtichrift ſtir- 
cetti his tail; but 1liove a rambling and raging devil, in tho 
ns, (lince the Church militant cannot or may not want x 
eil to trouble her) rather than 2 ſubtil of ſleeping devil: 
Chat never yet got a Bride without ſtroke of ſword ; it is 
non nigh the Bridegroom's entring inte his chamber, let us 
z abe and goin with him: U hear your name to Ch in's door; 
i pray you, dear brother, forget me not; let me hear from 
z by 2 letter, and I charge you, mother not Thrift's 
i towards me: I write what I have tound of him, in the 
aoule of my pilgimage. Remember my love to all our bre- 
{9/22 and ſiſters there, The Keeper of the Vineyard watch 
tor his behizged City, and for vou. | 7% #% 
Aberd. Feb. 7. Naar Brother and Fellow 
1637. | fafferer S. Re 
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348. ir. Rupberfoord's Epiſt. 198, 199 H beit 


„ 5 | 4 
To . E PH RAIM MELVILI. Ky 
{Reverend aud dear Brother, © 2 chat 
Received your letter, and am contented wich my heart da 

1 that our acquaintance in dur Lord continue. am wrecks „ W. 
Und, as I dow, up the mount wich Chriſt's eroſs; my Second ſnoul 
is Find, and able to help. As for your queſtions, becr ule of 20d | 
my manifold diſtractions, and letters to multitudes, lhre faſt : 


not time to anſwer them: What all he faid in common (o 

that, thali be imparted to you; for I ain upon theſe qu 

therefore ipare mne a little, for the Service-book would fee 

great time; but I think, Sicut deoſcalatio religieſa imesinis, 
aut. etiam elementormꝶ, ef in ſe idololatria exten s - 
zutent id deoſculandi teta, quanta in adus tf}, feratur in De. 
42 paroruares ita geniculatio coram pant, quando, „ 
ex uuſtitutis! bolus homo. externus & interns verſari deben: 
circa ele mentarid {gne, - &fÞ, adoratio relativa, © 
7 pen: Ratio: intentio _adorands eb jectum mim s®, 


gen et de efjentia externa adcerationis, ut patet in 

| datione religioſa. Sic geultculatio corem imagine Hal, ies 
& ext na adoratio inag inis, etſi tres puri mente inten- 01 
Aiſſeut a dlnare Febovam. Sic qui ex wetu ſolo, {1 {ai 
pretii aut inanis gloria, geniculatur coram aures vit“ 0 
rabhoami, (qued ab ipfo vege, qui nulla religione indu lu 11 
Fibidine deminandi tantum, vitulum erexit, jatitai ehe, m. 
#:xius ſatis laulenter clamat )-adorat vitulum ex'rrna wo 
Adoration 1,-efto qusd puta: et vitulum eſſe meram £r74tur a1, Kr 
: hemore nwilo dignum : quia: geniculatio, frue ness Af 
ve velunm's ex inſtituto Dei & natura, in allure ico, off al 
Hmbolam religz:ſa adorationis : Ergo, ficut panis fignijic N . 
pus Chriſti, effi abſit aus ommis noſtre intentionis. ſic reli ic 
geniculatio, ſublata omui intentione humana, efi exter, de- 0 
ratio penis,. coram quo adoramus, ut cer an, figno v cario if 
& repraſentitivo ei. Thus recommending you to Cad“: V 
tender mercy, | defire that ye would remember m to Go: i 
Sanctiſication ſhall ſettle you moſt in the truth. Gr, . 
with yous 4: # . way IL Brant, TIE 
» Aberd. 1637. Togr Brother in Chriſt Jeſus, 5. K 
Ia Gentle woman, upon the death of ber husband. | 


Miſtreſs, &- 4 „ ; 3 4 1. I 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you: I cannot but rehodt, | 
and withal- be grieved at your caſe : It hath please 8 


Lor 


Ys * * . 4 


. 


gpilt. 199. .ETT ER. 8. „ 
ford to remove your husband (my friend, and this Kirk: 
aichtil profeſſor) ſoon to his re ſt ʒ but hall we be forry, 
+1: our los is his gain, ſeeing his Lord world want his com- 
no longer? Think not much of thort ſummors; * 
'. valked with his Lord .in bis lite, and deſirrti. that Chriit 
{2414 be magnified in him at his death, ye ought rb he ii ent 
+6 larisfieds When Chriſt cometh for bis. own, he rur nech 
il : Mercy, merey to the ſlaints geoch not at leiſure 3 love 
love in our Redeemer is not Now, and witha! he is homely 
an, Who cometh at his own hand to your houſe, ard 2 
tremetteth. as a friend, with any thing that is yours: think, 
ound fain borrow and lend wich you. NO he thall meet 
with the ſolacions conipany, the fair flock, and bleſſed Bain. 
tin of the firſt-born, hanqueting ac the martiage upper of 
the Lamb. It isa mercy, that the , 3 

dire-6 de, in this ſtorm day, *nd-2 lecking ſhip àA ate har bris, 
21:4 a ſea-dick paſſenger 2 10rd Toft bed aſhore: Wrath, 
wrath, wrath from the Lord is coming upo:1 this land that he 
ith, ict behind bim: Know, therefore, that your Lot Jelus 
his rounds are the wourds of a lover, and that be will have 
ompaſſon upon a fad-bearted ſervant 3, and that Chriſt bath 
be will baye'the husband's room in yeur heart: he loved 
zun your firſt husband's time; 4nd he is but wooing you 
"il; give him heart and chair, houſe and all : he will not be 
made companion with any other; love is full of jcalouſtes, he 
will haye-all your love, and who ſhould get it bur He? T 
now, ve allow it upon him; there are comforts, both fweer 
latisſy ing, laid up for you; wait on: Fri Chriſt, he is 
21 honelt Debtor. No for mine own cate, I think ſome poor 
wy would be gall of » dawted priforer's leavings. U have no 
(carcity of Chriſt's loye: He bath waſted mo comforts upon 
n's poor baniſhed ſervant, than would have refreſhed many 
'ou's. My burdetiwas once ſo heavy, that one ounce weight 
would have caſter” the balance, and broken my back; but 
Chriſt Cid, Hela, bold, to my ſorrow, and hath wiped o ble- 
{2:red face, which was'foul with weeping. I may joytully go 


neh praiſes 4 Idove Chriſt's workt reproaches, his gloums; 
bis croſs, better than all this orld's plai ered glory; my heart 
Svect ſoil Lam como to. I (if any in the world) have good 

- TT . 5 | Calle 


"* 


# 


Lord's errands, with wages in my hands ; deferred DOPE 7 
not to make me dead j wier (as we uſe to ſay) n eroſ in 
th my eroſs and my reward. Oh that men would found his 


'5 not longing to be back again from Chriſt's country, it is a 
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50 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 200. 


35e | pi 
cn uie ta ſpe ak much good of him. O! hell were good ch P pl 

? 1 % ® 4 a, ' A 4 ”_ $1.40 14% 
price to buy himat. Ohitall the three Kingdoms wore w ET 


neſſes to my pained, pained ſoul, overcome ank hr! 
with Cbriſt's love! i thank you moſt kindly, my. dea: fitter. K 
for your ſovę to, and tender care of my bretber. I th; nt 
my (olf obliged to you, if ye continue his friend te is nf. 
to ane chen 2 hrot ner now, being engaged to fuffer or ſo 
nourable a Maſtcr and cauſe: Pray for Chritt's pritone: 
Brace, grace be with ub. | 

Aberd. March 7. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Tels, g. 
—j—ͤ— — — ͤ....— — : — — 


Lo his rever:ud and dear Brother, Mr. JOHN NL YA 


10. 


z ano 


— — —— — 


My reveread and dear Brother, 
Race, mercy, ard peace be to you: I hayz exroeding whe 
ny rie to, elſe I would be kinder in paper. 
joice that my ſweet Maſter hath 2% to back him: 1 ( 


thick way my royal King's court be. O that his vi: ( 
dom might grow ! It were my jay to have his houſe e th 
gueſts. Except that I have ſome cloudy days, for the ml C 
part I have a king's life with Chriſt; he is all per um! {\ 
the powders of the merchant : he hath a King's 0 
King's-\mell ; his Chariot, wherein he carrieth his peor 5+. v 
loner, is of the wood of TLebanen, it is paved with lo e |. 10 
not that {it ground to welk or lie on? I think betretet { 
than ever did; my thoughts of his love grew and {vil 


me: I never write to any of him ſo mach as I have et. 
at could write a book of Chriſt and of his love Supp in | 
were mate white aſues, and burnt tor this ſame trot, thi: | 
men count hut as knots of /traws, it were my gain, it my athes | _ 
could proclaim the worth, excellency, &+ love of my Lei 
elus: There is much telling of Chriſt; I give over the wet, 
ing of him, heaven would not be the beam of 2 balince to 
weighim ir. What eyes be on me, or what Wind of tongu-: 
be on me, care not: Let me ſtand in this Rage inthe too! 
coat, and act a fool's part to the reſt of this Nation if / cas 
ſet my Welbeloved on high, and witneſs fair for Em, a fig 
for their hoſamne: If can roll my feif ina lap of Ch s gar 
ment, 7 will lie there, and lauph 2t the thoug ts of dying bi- 
of clay, Brother, we haye cauſe to weep for our Harl 
ther, her Husband is ſending her to N 0 brothel-houtc, 


which is che gate ſhe liketh well: Let / perlwade you, ther 
hall be a fair after-growrh for Chri/t in Stetgand, and this 


hurck 


pit. 201. LETTERS. 


„ houſe Ihe worms 1hall- eat them firſt, 2r* they'canie 


hy itt tare g oA t at Scotland. I am here atlauited with. 
th: Doors gun; tur 7 blels the Father of light, they dtv 


mt blood of truth; I find no lodging in the heartof natural 
m. who are cold friends to my halter : I pray you, to» 
mm xr my love tothat Gentleman, A. C. heart is knit 
t- im, becauſe he and J have ons Maſter. Remetnber my 
md, and preſent my ſervige to my Lord and my Lady: U 
„ Chriſt may be dearer to them, chan to many of their 
ace, Grace be with you. . 

Aberd, ſuly eg. 1637. | Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


r 


*— dl 


—— 


Te Lady BOP. 


„4 „ 
Madam, | 

'$: e, mercy and peace be to vou. Few (believe) chi] 
4 

\ 


the pain and torment of Chriſt's friſted love: friiting of 


Is preſence is a matter of torment. I know a poor tout 
1.4 
$4 


Christ's love. | cannot chunk. but it muſt be up-taking ind 
ent, to ſee the white and red of Chriit's fair face; for de is 
white and ruddy, and the Chic feft among ten thouſands, Carit. 
. iz Lam ure, that muſt be 2 well-made face cf bis, 
1ayen mull be in his viſage; glory, glory for evermore muſt 
it on his countenance. | dares not curſe the mask and coves 
ring that is on his face; but O it there were a hole init! O 

vod would tear the mask ly, fy upon us, we were ne- 
707 ſhamed till now, that we do not proclaim our piniog and 
lunguithing for him. I am fare, never tongue pabhe of Chriſt, 
28 he is. 2 ſtill of that mind, and til! will be, that we 
dig and undervalue that holy, holy One, in having ſuck 
Hort and ſhallow thoughts of his weight and worth. O if ! 
cod have hut leave to ſtand beſide, and fee che Father weigh 
Curiſt the Son, if it were poſſible ! But how every one of them 
comprenendeth-another, we, who have eyes of clay, cannot 
op rehend; but it is pity for ever more, and more: han ſhame, 
ar ſuch an one as Chriſt ſhould fit in heaven his alone for us: 
+0 £0 up thither one's errand, and un putpole to ſee, were no 
imall glory, O that he would ſtrike out windows, and fair 
and great lights, in this old houſe, this failen-down ſoul, and. 


then ſer the ſoul near hand Chriſt, that the rays and beams 
It light, and the foul-delighting glances of the fair, fair God- 
A”. 
fairer 


bead, might ſhine in at the wWindops, and fill the houſe! 


351 


urch ſhall ling the Bridegroom s welcome 04? aga3n to bis - 
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vanid lay all oars in the water, tor 2 banquet or feaſt of 
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35 Mir. Rethenberd's Epiſt. 202. 
tairer and gore near and direct ſight of Chriſt od my 
rom for his love 3 far we are but pinched und ftriitned 
his loves: Ala, it were calle. to meaſure and weigh 2!! thy 
love, that we: have for; Chriſt, by inches and ounces ! | 
that ue hauld love by meaſure and weight; and not 
have Hoc ds and feaſts of Chri/t's love! Ok that Cñ tt 
break down the old narrow veſſels ot theſe narrow ar o/ 
ſouls; and make fair, deep, wide, and broad fouls, t 
ſea: and 4 fulitide, Rowing over all its banks, of Chi 
Oh that che Almighty would give me my requeſt! tc! 
mig lt !-e Chriſt come to his Temple again; (as he is ,, 
and bis like minding: to do) and if the land. were fun 
the judg ments threatned are with this reſer vation. iwnmy, 
#f we ſhall turn and repent. O! what a heaten ſhould h 
on carth, to lee Scotland's moon, like the light of 
and roi lands ſundight fevendold, like the light of ſeven da, 
in the day that the Lord hindeth.up the breach of his p 
and healeth the {:roke ot their wounds Iſa. xxx. 26. s 
that we will not pull and draw Chriſt to his old tencs ag 
come and: ſeed among che Lilies, till the day break an! 
ſnado us flee away! O that the nobles Wauld go en, in 
ſtrengilt and courage of the Lord, to bring our lawtul h 
las home again! f am perſwaded he ſhall!return gar 
glory to this land: but happy were they, who could help 
convoy him ta his ſanctuary, and ſet him againup upon the 
merry. ſrat betwixt the cherubino. O Sun; return to david 
Britain? O Faweſt amenp all the e of men, O moft * 
en One, come btne again, come home; and win the pro (ci 
end beſjangs of the mburners in Zion, the prifoners of 17/4, 
that waitfor thee ! I know, he can alſo triumph in ſutter':),, 
and weep and reign, and die and triumph,” and remain id 
ſon, and yer fubdue his enemies: but how happy were |, i* 
ſee tie eoronatiot day of Chriſt, to ſee his Mother, who bor: 
him, put the crown upon his head again, and cry with inout 
ing till the earth ſhould ring, Ler Jeſus eur King live 241d 
reign. fo evermore! Grace, grace be with your: Ladyſhib. 
Aberd. 1637. Dur Ladyhhips at all obedience in Chriſt, >. 


. * 


— — — — — 


Te A. ALEXANDER COLVILLE of Blair: 


wee 


Much I onoure d r \ 
Race, mercy. and peace be to you. I would defire to knw 
AF how #2 Led took my letter I 


. 24 +» 


ſent him, and how be 1+ 


/ 

Evil 202. I. EE I HRS. 

I elite nothing, but that he be faſt and honeſt to my ro 
Malter and Kings kam welleyery way, a) prailc to him, in 
„ie books 1 muſt ſtand tor ever as his debtor: Only my 
le paineth me. I had one, je out, of. tea Ven. NEXT 1 
Chriſt y hy and that was to preach him to: 1s:{zithilefs 
ner ation; and te have taker that frova me: It s to nie 


e beor man's one eye, 4nd they have put out that e) o, 
{ know, the eee None to me and his or berett Bride, 4s 
come up betore the Lord and ſuppole 1 Ie not che other 
Ade of my crols, or what my Lord will bring. Oug, 9% It, ye 
beliene the vition. ſhall not tarry, and that is on his 
journey for my deliverance; he gpeth not flow.y, but. palſorh 
OY-o7 £71 mountains at one ſtizde: In the mean tixne, am 
pe nad with his love, becaule I want. Zea! polleſhgn. When 
Che cometh, he ſtaheth not long; but certainly the 1 
„ his breath upon = poor loul is beaven upon earth; an 
when tas wird turneth into the North, ard he goetiuoway, 1 
dic, ill the wind change in the yeſt, and he viſit his prifoner : 
Gut he botdeth me not often at his door. I am- richly re- 
pay ed for ſuffering jor- him. 0 if all Scat land were as l am, 
£.cept my bonds!“ O what pain Ihaxe, bec- uls I cannot get 
hin; praiſed by my ſufferings! O that heaven, within and with 
cit, and the earth were paper, and all the rivers, . hbuntaips, 
and (eas were ink, and { able. to write all the paper with 
and without, full of his praiſes, and love, and excellency, ta 
be 12ad by man and ange! Nay, this is little; I] my hea- 
en ber Chriſt, and to defire, howbeit J ſhould never enter 
in 44 the gates of the new Feruſater, tu ſend my love and my 
nraiſes over the wall to Chriſt. Alas that time and days lie 
vetwixt him and me, and adjourn our meeting ! it is m part 
to cry, © when will the night be paſt, and the day dawn, 
boat we ſhall ſee one another ! Be plealed to rementher my 
rler to . Lord, to whom I wrote-z and ſhew him, that, 
bis affection to me, I cannot hut pray for him; and car: 
Aly deſire that Chriſt miſs him not out of che rol] ot thoſe 
Wo are his witneſſes, now, Nhe bis kingly honour 1s called 
n queſtion it is his honour to hold up Chriſt's royal train, 
and to be an inſtrument to hold the crown upon Chriſt's head. 
be him, becauſe / loye bis true honour and ſtanding, that this. 
i, my earneſt deſire for him. Now I bleſs you; and the prayers 
ov: Criſt's priſoner come upoa ou; and his ſweeteſt pretencey, 
E267) icrye in the ſpirit, accompany you . * 
Abyerd. June 22. * - Towrs at all obliged cbedienes 
. in Chriſt, S. Be 


— 


* 
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334 Mr. Rutherfoor Ps Epilt. 203, 26, 
1 My. JOEN RO. 


Reverend and dcar Hrother, 

Received yours. I bleſs his high and great Nome, I like 
my ſweet Maſter {till the longer the better A {41 1 

erols is more awiom than the weight of it. Ithirb 5. + lt 
things of Chriſt, even his reproaches and his cross, « 
Joe on theſe rot with bleired eyes) far rather to be hoon, 
than the laughter and worm-eaten Joys oli my advyerlarice, Oh; 
they were as I am, except my bonds! My Witnels is abort. 
my Miniſtry, next to Chriſt, is deareſt to me of any thing; 
5 but I lay it down at Chriſt's feet, for his glery and bis bun 
© As ſupreme Law-giver, which is dearer to me. jy d. 
Brother, if ye will receive the teſtimony of a 6-17 Priteney of 
Chriſt, who dare not now difſ-mble for the world, | belic re 
certainly, and expect thanks from the Prince of che of 
the earth, for my poor hazerds (ſuch as they ar-) for is |. 
nourable cauſe, whom I can never enough extol, for his run 
nirg-over love to my (ad ſoul, ſince I came hither. © that! 
could get him ſet on high and praifed? I ſeek no more, 2 
ep ana root of my defircs, but that Chriſt may make g 
himſeif, and edification to the weaker, out of my ſufferings. 
1 deſire ye would help me both to pray and praiſe, Grace be 
with yuu, b | 
Aberd. July 3. 1637. Tours in bis ſmeet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


—_— — 
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To the Lady C Ol. ROS S. 


Madam, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am much refreſhed 
with your letter, now at length come to me. I find my 
Lord Jeſus cometh not in that preciſe way that / lay wit 
for him, be hath a gate of his owe ; O how high are his wy; 
above my ways I ſee but little of him; it is beſt not to oe 
to learn him a leſſon, but to give him abſdlutely his own will, 
in coming, going, ebbing, flowing, and in the nanner of hi 
2 working. want nothing but a back-burden of Chriſ! 
ve: / would go through hell, and the thick of the damne1 
devils, to have a bearty feaſt of Chriſt's love ; for he hat! 
fettered me with his love, and run away, and left me 4 
chained man. Wo is me, that I was o Joſs, + Nes and 
Jreceleſs, in my unbelieving thoughts of Chriſt's love: B N t 
r e what 


% 


* 


LETT 


Eni{f>2048 

„ can a foul un 
elſe, hut make a 
ur ſelf, Madam, and many mo, 
at not of wy unbeliet; tor I 


40 
. 
Ty ant 


ſet and loſt) do 0 
%%, t KNOW FO 
1-112 [25 againſt me, if 1 rep? 
i. Len ſeeking the Pope's wares 


der x non-entry (when my rights were wad- 


ERS. 355 


talle libel ag unt Chrift's 
Will bg 


„ſoms hire tor grace with- 
as | ſhould do, to put my 


in my ſelf. J have not learned, 
deen and all my treaſure, in Chriſt's hand; but Would ha ve 
„of mine own: and ere I es aA, [ was taking hire 
6 the Law's advocate, to ſeek juſtigcation by works. 1 
„er, that grace is the only garland that is worn in heaven, 
19,5 th: heads of the glorihed. | And now, { halt rejoice, 
at i have fckneſs for Chriſt to work upon; ſince | rauſt have 
ue wells my ſoul, 7 have a day's work for my Phyti- 
441 Chriſt : / hope to give Chriſt his own calling, it ſetteth 
ulli well to cure dileaſes. My ebbings are very low, and 
ide is tar out, when my Beioved goeth away, and then 
7 xy, Oh cruelty l to put out tie Poor mar's one ee; and 
that that was my Joy, next to Chriſt, to preach my Welbe- 
loved: then I make a noife about Chriit's bouſe, looking un- 
coutin-like in at bis window, and caſting my love and my de- 
ſices over the well, riſl God fend better. 7 am often content, 
nm bill lie in heaven, till the day of my departure,  proyid- 
ins bad aſſuranoe, that mer {hail be written on the back of 
it. / weouid not care for on-wW²aitirg; but when I drau-in 2 
111:d arm, and anempty hand withal, it is much to me, ta 
kcep my thoughts in order: bur 7 will not get 1 gate for 
Chrit's love, when] have done all I can. TWould fan yield 
to his ſtream, and row with Chriſt, and not againſt him. But 
whi'e / live, I ſee that Chriſt's kingdom in me will not be 
peaccable, ſo many thoughts in me riſe up againit his 
% ur and kingly power. Suceiy, L have not ex reſſed all 
his wet kindneſs to me: I ſpare to do it, leſt I be deemed 
tu le my ſelf; but his breath hath ſmelled of the poder of 
ze merchants, and of the king's ſpikenard. I think, I con- 
dee new thoughts of heaven, becauſs the ard and the 
4:29 of heaven, that he letteth me now fec, is ſo fair, and fo 
L 19h | am ſure, we are piggards and ſparing bodies in 
24.3, 1 verily jud gc, we know not how much may be had 
e there is yet ſomething beyond all we lee, that 
{ing would light upon. O that my love. ſickneſs would 
put, me to a buſineſs, when all the world are found fle ping, 
te cr and knock But the truth is, ſince V came hither, 1 
beer wondzing, that after my impottunity to haye 3 
ü 4 


. 


ſafyation';, für 7/know: am made for him. O that Lord 


make you're 31} For jour fon, Who is your: griet, 500. 


Lord's wind ta bow 7 know it ſhall be your good in th! 


— 


. 4 | | 
356 Me. /Ratwrifoard's Epilt. 14, 
V of: Ghsift's loves I have; not gotten a. al Ig, bu: 1g) 
came, ram him, exy ing, Hanges, bungen. I thin Che 
let th me Jag meat, ih my extremicy ol hunger, and 7 v6 
me -n9ng 0b. it ; When; 4. ann dear che apple * he draws 
back his hand, and. goeth, away, to caule me follow ; 
again, when lam wirbin an arm length of the apple, |, 
maketh amew break! ty the gate, and I keve bim w (cry / 
nw. : He feemetb not ta pity iny dwining and my 
for his leyes' J. dare forngtimes put my hunger over te 
be judged, it 7 would not huy him with a thouſ g ye 
in the hotteſt turnace ia hell, jo being I might. ene 
Hut my luinger is {ed with want and abſence z hure 
have dot; but my comfort is, to lie and wait dn, a ft fu 
my poor ſoul and my ſufferings in Chriſt's hand let 
make any thing out ot mie, 10 being he ba gloriſied jun 


may wit bis on gra cious end in met A will not be: 
while but ſtand ſo far aback':) O if 4were nearchim and wit 
him, that this poor foul might be latigfhed with himfel: d 
ſon in law, V. G. is now truly honoured for his Lo" ar 
Maſter's caule: When the Lord ii fünniug Tian, jt iz © 90 
token that hi i a trub b anchof he Vine, that the Ln bs 
ginneth firſt to dreſs hint: He is ſtrong in his Lord, as th 
Written tu m, und his wife is his encourager, which hon 


Lord waided on, youiantme, Sil we were ripe, and br 
us in.  Ttis your part to pray, and waitmupon him 
he: is rips; he will be ſpaken for. Who car command our 


fatter end: That is one af your waters to heaven, ye could no) 
go about it ; chere are the fewer behind. I remember youu 1nd 
him, and yours, as am abe: But alas, I am believed to be 
ſomething, and 7 am nothing but an emptyreed: Wants 
my boſt iches, becauſe I have theſe ſupplied by Chriſt. Kc 
member my deareſt love to your Arber I know ber 
eth with his Hurlot- mother tor her apaſtaſis. know allo, y* 
are kind to my worthy Lady Kenmure, a woman beloved 
the Lord, wiv hath been very mindful of ty bonds 
Lord give her, and her child; to find mercy in the d 
Chriſt, Great men are dry and cold in doing for we ; i" 
tinkling of chains for Chriſt. affrighteth chem but ler rg 
Lord break all my idols, I will yet bleſs him. Tam obliged. 
to my Lord Teru: I with bim mercy» Remember By boys 
KR HI Ween wit 


» 


pit 206. LETTERS: | 

ich prsiles, and pray for me, that my Lord HR leavin the 
br my bands and ſutferings. Grace be with you“ 
Aberd July 9. 1627. Tours in ſweet Lid Jeſus, S. R. 

= | Wege 


ALEXANDER GORDON of Knookgra#« 


9 * a 
Ee — — — 


Lear Brother, : ; £04 | 9 : 
hoce, merey and peace be to you, There is n queſtion 
bat our Motherchureb hath a Father, and that th thall 
Ide without an Heir, that her enemies ſhall not make 
anc Lion their heritage. Me fee, whitherloever Zins 
„ mics go, ſuppoſe they dig many miles under the ground 
oor Lord fndeth them out, and he hath yengeance lat 
p in {tore for them, and the poor and needy thal} not alw2ys 
e forgotten. Our hope was drooping and withering, and. 
an was ſaving, What can God make cut of the old dry bones 
Fried Kir? The Prelates and their followers were 
prave Hove us : It is like our Lord is to open our graves 

' purpoſeth to cauſe his two lain IU fte rife the thirdk 
„. O how long walt I, to hear our weeping Lord ſeſus ling 
pain, and triumph, and rejoice, and divide che (peil! | and 
bard w to believe, when the courſe of providence goeth 
oe. 248 to our Faith, and when miſted fouls in à dark night 
nor know eaſt by weſt, and our fea-compals ſeemeth to 
il 18 Every man is a believer in day-light: A fair day 
meth te be made all of faith and hope. What a trial of gels 
, ro ſmoke it a little above the hre? But to keep gold 
dect yellow-coloured amidſt the flames, and to be turned 
om veſſel to veſſel, and yet to cauſe our furnace found, 
d (peak, and ery the praiſes of the Lord, is another mit- 
. | know my Lord made me not tor fire, howbeir he hath 
ed me in ſome meaſure for the tire. I bleis his high name, 
ber 1 wax not paley, neither have I loſt the colour of gold, 
nd that his fire hath made me !5z1ewhat thin, and that 
Lord may pour me in any veſſel be pleateth : For a {mall 
ener, | may juſtly quit my part of this worle's laughter, 
bc give up with time, and caſt out with the pleatures of 
„ World. I know a man, Who wondfed to ſce any In this 
= '2agh and ſport: Surely our Lord teeketh this of us, as. 
any rejoicing in preſent periſmng things. I fee above alt 
ings, and that we may fit down and fold ſeps ard arms, 
& *receh our ſelves upon Ciuwiſt, and laugh az the fes ners 
 childre:rare chating here: For 7 think the mer: of wr 
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358 Mr. Ratherfoo?d's Epiſt. 258 
d, like children in a dangerous ſtorm in the ca. ply 
and anake {port with the white foam of the weve: theres 
coming in to fink and drown them; To are men making 
ö with the white pleaſures of a ſtorm) world, that wit 
„them. But alas, what have we to do with th-ic spa 
that they make! If Svomon ſaid of laughter that it n mri 
nels, what way we lay of this worid's aughing and {porting 
hemſclves with gold and lalver, and honours, and cot, ang 
road large conqueſts, but that they are poor labs, is ts 
heighth and rage of a fever gone mad 4 ſtraw, a 4s 
for all created iports and rejoicing: out of Chriſt : Nav, 7 
Think, that this world at its prime and perfection, whey i 
is come to the top of its exceilency, and to the bloom, might 
be bought with an, halt-peny; and that it would {care we 24 
the worth of a drink of water: There is nothing better tue 
to eſteem it our eruciſied idol, that is dead and in, 
Paul did, Gal. vi. 14. Then let pleaſures be craciges, a4 
riches be crucified, and court and honour be crucißt d; 
fince the apoſtle ſaith, the world is crucifed to him, M 
put this world to the hang'd man's doom, and to the gn, 
and who will give much for a hang'd man ? And as little 
ould we give for a hang d and crucified world: Yet what 2 
fweer ſmell bath this dead carrion, to many fools in the wird? 
And how many woors and ſuiters findeth this harg'd cart. 
on? Fools are pulling it off the gall:ws, and cont<nding for 
it. O when ſhail we learn to be mortified men, and to hav: ou? 
fill of thoſe things, that have but their ſhort ſumracr-quarts? 


ef this lite ' if we ſaw our Lather's houſe, and that gre-! 


and fair city, the new Jeruſalem, which is up above 4% 
moon, we would cry to be over the weter, and to be c:'r\:9 
in Chriſt's ar ius out of this borrowed priſon, Grace, gra b. 
with you. 

Aber d. 1836. 


2 2 


Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, . 
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Te the Tau d of CARL ETO UN. 


Worthy Sir, 3 : 1 
G ace, mercy and peace be to you: I received your let 
ter, and am heartily glad that our Lord hath begus © 

work for the apparent delivery of this r op reſled Ki 
O that ſalvation would come for Zion 1 am for che Hired 
bapging by hope, waiting what my Lord will do with de, 
ud if it will pleaſe my feet Maſter to ſend an nw 


Ie 


en and keep out a hireling from my poor people and 
er it were my heaven, till / come home, even to ſpend 
„it in gathering in fome so Chriſt. it have ſtill great 
-.vinels for my filence; and my toreed ſtanding idle in the 
e When this land bath ſuch a pentitul, thick harveſt x 
+.» / know his judgments, who bath done it, pals; 614i 
vt + have no knowledge to take up the Lord, in 2!! his 
ane ways and paſſages ot deep and unſta?chable proyi- 
1-105 ; for the Lord is before me, and I am. ſo heniiſted, that 
{ cannot follow him: He is behind me, and following at tho 
-.' and am not aware of him: He is above me, but his 
« { dazleth my twilight of Mort knowledge, that / can- 
or look up to him: He is upon my right-hand, and J ſte 
Lim not: He is upon my left-hand, and within me, and goettz 
ad :ometh, and his going and coming are'a dream to me: 
Je js round about me, and compalleth all my gcings: and ſtill 
/ ave him to ſeek: He is every way higher, and deeper, 
and broader, than the ſhallow and ebb hand-breadfn of my 
tort and dim light can take up; and therefore / would my 
heart cou be Ment,” and lit dewn in the learnedly-iznorant 
wordring at that Lord, whom! men and angels cannot com- 
bechend. L know the noon-day-light of the bigheſt angels, 
wha tes him face to face, {eetl not the borders of his infinite- 
pol 2 V'hey apprehend God near-hand, but they aar not com- 
er nend him. And therefore it is my happincets to look afar 
o and to come near to the Lord's back pats, and to light my 
dark candle at his brighfnefs, and to have leave to tit and 
«cot my {elf with « traveller's light, without the, clear 
ion of in enppyer. J wouldiſeek no more, till f' were in 
n country, but a little watt ing and ſprinkling of a withered 
foul, with ſome halt-out-breakings and haſfoutzlobkings of 
i beams, and mall raviſhing ſmiles of the faireſt Face of à 
revealed and believed on God-head : A little of God would 
be my ſoul bank-full. O that J had bur Chriſt's «dd of 
lings, that he would let but the meanelt of bis 'ove-rays 
ant love-beams fall from him, ſo as / might gather and carr 
*nem with me! I would not by ill to pleaſe with Chriſt; and 
y-i!-t viſions of Chriſt; neither would / be dainty in ſevingę 
enjoying of hint: A kiſs of Chriſt blown over his ſhoulder, 
he parings and trambs of glory that fall under his tzbte in 
Wen, a ſhewer like'a thin May miſt of his love, would 
mike me: green, and ſappy, and joyful, till the ſummer - ſun 
et eternal glory bre * O that / had any 2 of 
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60 Mr. Rntherfow ds Epiſt. 20, 
hriſt 1. O that I had a fp, or half a drop, out of 
i Chriſt's hand, of the ſweetneſs and excellency oft 'ovely 
Onc ! O that my Lord ſeſus would rue upon me. and » ve 
me but the meaneſt alms of felt and belicved falyariyr! (1 
how little were it for that infinite Sca, that infinite one 
of love and joy, ta fill as mary thouſend thouſau itt 
ſels the like of me, as there are minutes of hours inn 
ertat ion of God I find it true, that a poor ſou! finding |, 
a {zacl! of the God-head of Chriſt, hath defires painin; 4;/ 
wounding the poor heart ſo, with lonpings to be up at dim, 
that make it ſometimes think, were it not bett n-4 6 2, 
have felt any thing of Chriſt, than thus to lie dying © «1/1 
deaths, under theſe felt wounds, for the Want of hit: + / 
here is bz O Faireſt, where dwelleſi thiu O never th 
admired God-bead, how can clay win up to thee? Hen 
creatures of yeflerday be able to enjoy thee? O what pan e. 
that time and fin ſhould be as fo many thouland miles bet 
a loved and longed-for Lord, and a dwining and er- 
fou}, who would rather than all the world have lodging with 
Chriſt ! O let this hit love of ours, this inch and hear 
length of heavenly longing, meet with thy infinite love 4) 
it the little I have were wallowed up with the infin:(---, 
of that excellency which is in Chriſt | O that we liiile es 


were in at the greateſt Lord ſeſus! Our wants fh41id oer 
be ſwallowed up with his fulneſs. Grace, grace be t & 
| 

you. 

E 0 

Aberd. May 10. 1637. Tours in by ſweet Lord Jeſus, 5. 
: — - - — —ũU— — — —— — — — 2 . 

Z. ROBERT CORDON of Knocibret n 

4 | ( 


Dear Brother, © b 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I received your et- 0 

ter from Edinburgh. i would not wiſh to ſec andt = 0 
heaven, while 7 get mine own heaven, but a new moon n 
the light of the jun, and a new fun like the light of 7 


days. {ſhining upon my poor fell, and the Church oi Jews i 
and Gentiles, and upon my withered and fun-bucnt 41-:9%7 * 
the Church of Scotland, ard upon her ſiſter - churches - 


land and Ireland; and to have this done, to the letting, on a 
high our great King: It maketh not, howheit / were leps ite 1 
from, Chriſt, and had a ienſe of ten thoutand years pen 1 
bell, if this were. O bleiſed nobility, O glgrious renowyr 7 
ed gentry, O bleiſed were the tribes in this land, ine p 
0 , N 1 
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Epiſt 207: LETTERS. 
my Lord ſeſus's weeping face, and to take the ſuckeloth off 
(i': eins, and to put his kingly robes * him! O it 
the Almighty would take no lels wager of me, than my 
1-4y-n, to have it done! But my fears are till for wrath once 
apr T:1tlend £ Bur / know her day ihall clear up, and gie-y 
hall be upon the top of the mountatys, and jey at the noite 
A the married with; once again: O that our Lord would 
nale us to contend and plead, and wreſtle by prayers and 
ars, for our Husband's reſtoring, of his forteited heritage in 
Sectland. Dear Brother, JI am for the preſent in no tinall 
beltle, betwixt felt guiltineis, and pining longings and high 
vers for my Welbeloved's love. Alas! 7 think Chrifi's love 
p/ayeth the niggard to me, and I know it is not tor fearchy 
at love, there is enough in him: but my hunger prophe 
eth of in-holding and iparingneſs in Chriſt; for 7 have but 
lerle of him, and little of his ſweetneſs : It is a dear ſums 
mer with me; yet there is ſuch joy, in the eagern is and 
working of hunger for Chriſt, that 7 ama often at this, that if 
7 had no other heaven, but a continual hunger for Christ, 
{uch a heaven of ever-working hanger, were Riil a heaven to 
ne. 1 am ſure, Chris love cannot be cruel; it muſt be a 
ruing, 2 pitiful, a melting-hearted love: But luipeni:on of 
ibat love / think it halt a bel, and the want of it more than 
a who!z hell. When I look to my guiltineſs, I fee my ſalva- 
on one of our Saviour's greateſt miracles, either in heaven 
or earth ; I am ſure, I may defy any man to ſhew me 2 
greater wonder: But ſeeing 4 have no wares, no hire, nu 
money tor Chriſt, he mult either take me with went, miſery, 
corruption, or then want me. O if he would be plæaſed to 
be compaſſionate and pititul-hearted to my pining fevers 
ot long ing tor him; or then give me a real pawn to keep, out 
of tus own hand, till God ſend a meeting betiyize him and 
me! Bur / find neither as yet: howhcir he who is abſent be 
not cruel nor unkind, yet his abſerce is cruel and unkind: 
His love is like it ſelf ; his love is his love; but the _— 
and the cloud, the yall and the mask of his love, is more wi 
tan kind, if / durſt {peak my apprehenſions. / lead no pro- 
cels now againſt the anion ard delay of God's love: 4 
would with all my heart f#iſt till a day ten heavens, and the 
cet manifeſtations of his love. Certairly I think, / could 
bv Chi much on his word: But my whole pleading is a- 
bout intimated and born-in afſarance of his love. O] if he 
would perſwade me of my 5 deſire of bis love was 
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62 Mr. Ratherfoor is Epiſt. 203 
hould have the term-dzy of payment et bis own n 
But Znbw, raving unbelief ſpeaketh its pleaſure, wile 
Jooketh. upon guiltineſs and this body of corruption. © + , 
lothſom and burdenſom is it. to carry about a dead n 
this old carrion of corruption! O how ſteadable a e 
Saviour, to make a {inner rid of bis chains and fetters ! 1 +> + 
now made a new queſtion, whether Chriſt be more to be 
ed tar, giving ſancification, or for free juſtification * Ara | 
hold be is more and moſt to be loved tor fanctificatior 11 
is in ſome reſpect greater love in hin, to unct ie than i 
Re; for he maketh us moſt like himſelt, in his own «ori 
| ppg oy and image, in ſanctitying us: Juſtihcation 2:1 

ut mike us happy, which 1s-to be like the angels ow, 


IL 
4. 


Neither is it ſuch a miſery, to lie a condemned man, a yy. 
cler unforgiven guiſtipeſs, as to ſerye ſin, and work tu wor, 
of the devil.; and therefore, | think, fan&ification canto e 
bought, it is above price. God be thanked for ever, that (tt 
va a. tald · down price fer ſanRtification : Let a finner (if pol. 

Fble) lie in hell for ever, it he make him truly holy, ud ler 
Him lie there burning in love to God, rejoycing in 18 h10)y 
Ghoſt, hanging upon Chriſt by faith and hope; thar is h-ave; 
3n the heart and bottom of hell. Alas! I find a very this 
harveſt here, and few to be ſaved. Grace, grace be with you, 


Aberd. 1637. :; Tours in bis lovely and lug A 
5 " 3 | Tord Jeſus, S. K. 
828 — — — — — — — — 
it To my Lord. CRAIGHALL., 


T Perſwade my ſelf, notwithſtanding of the greatneſs of 
_ temptation, ye will net let, Chriſt want a witnels of you, 
te avow bim before this evil generation. And if ye adviic 
with God's truth, (the perfect teſtament of Chriſt, that or- 
biddeth all mens additions to his worſhip) and with tz tr: 
Jy learned, and with all the ſanctiſied in this land, and witn 
that warner within you, (that will not fail to ipeak ag? 
12 in God's time, it ye be not now faſt and fixed for £7) 

hope then, your Lordſbip will acquit your ſelt, as a men 
courage for Chrift, and refuſe to bow:y our knee ſuperſtition 
and idolatrouſly, to wood or ſtone, or any creature what's vr. 
I perſwade my ſelf, when ye ſhall take good-night zt this 
world, ye ſhal! think it God's truth I now write. Some fea! 
xeur Zordfpip ha ve obliged your ſelf to his Majefty by Prout 
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Epilt. 209. LETTERS 26y 
tr. {atriohe his deſire + IF it be fg, my dear and worry Lrey 
err me for your foul's good. Think upon bvimmitg aſbdre 
Ae, this ſhipwreck, ard be pleaſes. to write your humble 
los to his Majeſty; it may be Gol give you favour in 
however it be, far be it from you to think, a pro- 
ite ade out of weakneſs, and extorted by the terror of 4 
ing, fhowld bind you to wrong your Lord jeſus, But for 

„ If, I give no faith to that report, bat 1 believe ye thal! 

1 55 to Chriſt: To. his grace I recommend ycu. | 


Herd. ſuly 8. * MJour Lordjhip's at all bediene 

1637« in Chriſt, S. K. | 
Cree gener ODER Der IEEE WEE — EEE 
Te my Long CRAIG HAL 1. 


Ay Lerd, | fe Meh | 
{ * %2c8, mercy and gw be to yon. I »mi not only c. 
ent, bur l exceedingly rejoice, that I find any of the 
rulers of this land, and eſpecially your Zord{ſhip, fo to affe&+ 
Chriſt and his truth, as ye dare, br his Name, come to e 
d ne with monarchs in their face. Ihops, he who hath, 
cnabled you for that, will give more, if ye ſhew. your ſelf 
211174 tous, and (as his word fpeaketn) 4 man in the ftreets: 
anche Lord: But I pray your Lordſhip, give ma leave to be. 
with you, as one who loveth both your honeur and your 
, | verily believe, there was never idolatry at Rome, ne- 
ver idolatry condemned in God's word by tae prophets, it 
ccl1pious kneeling before 2 conlecrate creature, ſtanding in 
om of Chriſt erucified, in that very act, and that tar re- 
nc of the elements (as our act gleareth) be rot idolatry, 
Nr her will your intention bei which is not ot the cilence 
af worthip ; - for then Aaren, faying, To mrrow ſhail be 4 
{eaſt for Fabovab, that is, far the golden calf, ſnauld not have, 
been guilty of #Avlatry z for he intended un'y to decline the 
lach of the peoples fury, not to honour the cf: Your inten- 
don co honour Chriſt is nothing, ſeeing rgli ious kneeling by, 
00's inſtitution doth neceſſary import religious and diving 
24oratiog, ſuppoſe our intention were both dead and [\-ep- 
g otherwiſe kneelinz before the image of God, directing 
priyer to God, were lawful, if our intention go right» My 
L , | cannot in this bounds diſput: ; but it Cambridge and 
ford, and the learning of Britain, wil! anſwer this argue - 
nent, and the argument from ative ſcaudai, wich your” 
Z-r2ſvip ſermeth to ſtand upon, L will turn a fermaliſt, an 
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75s Me. Ratberfoord's  Bpiſt. 2 
| ny If an errant feel, by doing what I have dung, 
ſuffering for this truth. I dv muck reverence Mr. 4 
ing: But, wy Lord, I willanſwer what be write: 
peryert you trom the rrutt; elle repate me, betide an þ 
erite, ar. aſs allo : 1 hope ye ſhall lee ſomething pon (11h, 
ject, if the Lord permit, chat no ſophiſtry in Eritain {ly alt 
zniwer. Courtiers arguments, for the mail part, arc drawn 
from their own sk n, and are not worth a ftraw far, . 
ſcience A Marquis or 1 Kings word, when ye ſtand before 
Chriit's tribunal, ſhall: be Ughter than wind. The : 
noweth, I love your true honour, and the ftandinz px 
vie ; but I would not, your bonour or houſe were +134)... 
Med pon land, and hay and ſtubhble. But let me, , vr, 
dear and worthy Lord, moſt humBly beſrech you, b 
rics of God, by the contolations of his Spirit, by th de 
Þluad and wounds cf your lovely Redeemer, by the la 
A your ſoul, by your Compearance-betore the aun 
2 lin xevenging and dreadfal Judge, rot to ſet in comp 
together your ſoul's peace, Chrilt's love and his kins.y 
wur, nom called in queſtion, with your place, honour 
g eaſe, that an inch of time will make out of the war. ! v- 
rily Walieve, Chriſt is now begging a teitimony of. you A 
Js laying, And will ye elſo leave me ? It is poiſihle, ie 
Jhat! Hof blow ſo fair for you all your lite, for comin o 414 
pearing before others, to hack and countenance Car ttt, the 
Feireſt among the ions of men, the Prince of 'the kings of che 
earth, Ia. li. 3. Far ye not the reproach of inen, neither 5: 
afraid of their yeuilings. Ver. 8. For the nth ſhall cu, 


ap like 4 gamen, and the worm fhalt eat them lille 


When the Lord thall begin, he füll make an end, and now 
down his adveriarics ; and they mall lic before hin like with 


pe hay, and their bloom ibaken off them. Conſider \ow 


many thouſa nds in this kingdom ye thallcauleto fall and tun. 
ble, "it ye BO with them; and thut ye mall be out of the pr2Ve 
ers of many who do ſland before the Lord for you and yr 
houſe : And further , when the time of your accounts com", 
and you one foot ſhall be within the berder of eternity, ard 
che eye tr ines hail breuk, and the face war pale, and the O 


Tou! ſhall look out at the windows of che bouſe of clay, \ong- 


ing 20 he out, and ye {hall find your ſelf arraigned before 
e of quick and dead, to anſwer for your putting to yo” 
with the reſt, confederate againſt Chriſt, to the over- 
i 
N 12. 


* 


13bervacie in this land, and ſhall e:rcainly fe your felt nu. 
41-4 coarſe of apoBiaſy; then, then 2 king's avour and 
your Wor m-eaten honour \ball be miſerable comporters to q ous 
% Lord bath enlightned you with the knowleoge of his 
„und, as the Lord liveth, they lead. you and otners to 4 
wur on with great Babel, the mother of jornedt:cns 5 
26. Licd {aid of old, and eontinueth to lay the tome. te you, 
Ls ut ot per, my people, left ye be partakers of ber plagues : 
* ec eu go withithem, and ſet your lip to the whore s 
zolden CUP, and drink of the wine of the wrath of God Ate 
+:;-75 with them O poor hungry bonour ? O curſed pen. 
kr! 10d O damnable caſt, bought with the ſoſs of God “ 
How many ſhall pray for you! What à ſweet 2 all ye 
£0 3: Chriſt under your ſufferings, if ye ſhall lay down your 
+ 1413 and ace at the feet of Chriſt ! Whats a fair recompenco 
-- reward | J avouch before the Lord, that I am now thew- 
ns 1012 4 way, how the houle of Craig hall may ſtand 6n ſure: 
p147s: 216 ye will ſet it on rotten pillars, ye errelly may 
your pofterity; ye have the ward of King for an hundreds 
id 10078 in thy life (it it be good fur you) and tor life ver- 
ag allo. Make nat Chriſt a liar, in diſtruſting bis promiſe. 
„clay cannot back you when vob Rand before hint a 
©. tor them and their hungry heaven, that Randeth on this 
ld: time; a fig for the days-ſmile of a worm. Conſider 
bat gone betore you to eternity, and would hive giver 
for a new occaſion of avouching that truth: tis true, 
oy call it nt ſubſtantial, and we are made à ſcorn to theſe 
are at caſe, for ſuffering theſe things tor it, b it is not 
eto judge of our loſles by the morning; ſtay til the eve 
nine, and we all count with the beſt ot them. I have found 
erienee, fince the time of my impriionment (my Wit⸗ 
-> 1» above) Chriſt ſealing this honourable cauſe with ano- 
Auch a neare? fellowihip thau ever I knew before; and let 
weigh me in an even balance in this, if I would excha 
e crols of Chriſt or his truth, with the fourteen Prelacies,' 
at elſe a King can give. My dear Lord, venture to take 
e wind on your face for Chriſt : 7 believe, if ke ſhou!d come 
raven in his own Merion, and ſeek the charters of Craiee 
tom you, and a dimiſſion of your place, and ye ſaw his 
Co, ye would fall down at his tect, and lay, Terd Je ſus, if 
ee Little for thee. If any man think it not a truth to die 
a {am againſt him : { dare go to eternity with it, that this 
the Heneut of our rye} Langiver and King, in the Gow | 
1 Weg | VERNu® 
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356 Mr. Rutherfoor 6 Epiſt. 215 
vernment of his on free Kingdom (who ſhould. pz, ider 
to no dying king) is the true ſtate of the queſtion. „ 1. 
be ve upon Chriſt's fide of it, and take the word ou a4 poor 
Priloner, nay the Lord Jeſus be Surety tor it, ye have % 
2 mace the wviſeſt choice: For my own part. 
u in this priſon, that / would be Lalf athamed th 


rA IHC 


till 7 be up at the Well bead. Few know in this world +. 
Freetneſs of Chriſt's breath, the excellency of his lov © 4414, 
hath neither brim nor hottom: the world hath raiſed 2 T1 
upon the crols of Chriſt, becaule they love to go to h 

„land, and love not ſen terms: But 7 write it unde + v; 


Fand (and would fay more, if polſibly a reader wor” 7; 
deem it 6ypocriſy) my obligation to Chrift for the m 
garments, for his love-kiſſes, theſe thirty weeks, {tarde}; 1, 
— that / thouid, and I deſire alſo to chooſe to fu my 

vation, to have many tongues looſed in my be haf to 4s 
him ; and ſuppoie in perſon I never entred within the gde. 
cf the new ＋ yet fo being Cbrift may be g 


83 


and had the liberty to ca't my love and praiſes for ever : 
the wall to Chriſt, I would be ſilent and content. t CG 
is more than my narrow praiſes! O time, time, fle: * fn, 
that our communion wii Jeſus may be per ſede !!!“ 
your Lordſhip wauld urge Mr. L. te give his mint in the Ce. 
acute, and be pleated to let me {% it as quicbly as ca!) 
it Mall be arſwered. To his rich grace / recomments 7 
Lordſhip, and thall remain | 

Aber d. July 8. Teurs at all reſped ive 

| 1637» in Chrift, 5... 
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To the Lady CULROSS. 
. Madam, 


Our Letter came in due time to me, now 2 priſoner ef 
Chriſt, and in bonds for the Goſpel: I am ſentenced wit! 
deprivation, and confinement within-the town of Ab:74-rn, 
but Oh my guiltineſs, the follizs of my youth, the nee 
any calling, and eſpeciauy in not ſpeaking more tor the = 
dom, crown ard ſceptre of my royal and princely X37 f, 
do ſo ſtare me in the face, that | apprehend anger in 
- which is a cyown-of rejoicing to the dear ſaints of God ! |! 55, 
before, my compearance which was three ſeveral days) © + 
trouble me, and burdeneth me more now; howbeit Ch. 
and in him, Cod reconciled, met me with open — 7 7 


* 


"a 

usted nie, preciſely at thc ent! y of the door of the Ghan- 
e he, and aſſiſted me to an er ſo, as che advantage that 
s is not theirs, but it's. Alas !- that is no caule ot won- 
ag that am thus born down with challenges; jor the 
+1714 hath miltaken me, an} no man knoweth what guiitineſs 
me, ſo well as thiſe two (who keep my eyes now wakes 
„ my eart heavy) | mean, my heart and conſcience. 

„ Lord, who is greater than ry heart. Shew your brother, 
It! defire him, while he is on che watch-tower, to plead 
with nie Aether; and to plead with tifls Land, and fpare not 
„„ bot my lweet Lord Jeſus his far crown, that the inter- 
1:2:4 ard forbidden Lords are plucking off his royal head. 
ere free of challenges and a high uummiſſten within my 
al, 4 would not give a ſtraw to go to my Father's houſe, 
through:cen deaths, for the truth and cauſe of my lovely, loves 
„ Ine, Jeſus : But 1 walk in beavineſs now. It ye love me, 
and Chriit in me, dear Lady, pray, pray for this only, 
tht hg net botwixe my Lord and me may be &ygones; and 
thi he would paſs from the ſummons of. bi bigh Commiſſion, 
a! (ek nothing from me, but what be will do for me © 
wort 12 ne. If your Ladiſhip knew me, as I do my ſelf, ye 
would lay, Pocr ſoul, no marvel. It is not my appreheuſion, 
cut createth this croſs to mo; it is too reak and hath ſad and 
vertain grounds. But I will not believe that Gd will take 
is advantage of me, when n back it at the wall: He who 
torbiddech to add affüction to a fiction, will he do it himſelt? 
i ould he purſue a dry leaf and ſtubble? Deſire him to 


{pare ms now. Alſo the. memory of the fair feaſt days that 


Sarut and T had in his hanqueting-bouſe of wine, and the 
ic::t2red nock, once cotumitted to me, and now taken off my 
bend by himſelf, becauſe | was not fo faithful in the end, as 
I was in the firſt two years of my entry, when ſizep departed 
Tom my eyes, becauſe my foul was taken up with a care for 
Obriſt's lambs, even theſe add ſorrow to my ſorrow. Now 
1:y Lord hath only given me this to ſay, and I wrire it under 
mine own hand, (be ye the Lord's ſervant's witnels) Vel - 
come, welcome, ſweet, ſweet croſs of Chriſt: Welcome, fair, 
j<'r, lovely, royal King with thine own croſs; Let ws ail three 
x to heaven together, Neither care I much to go from the 
Soeth of Scotlend to the North; and to be Chriſt's priſoner a- 
mongſt uncouth faces; a place of this kingdoin, which I have 


little reaſon to be in love with. I know, Chriſt ſhall make 


Auer deen wy garden of delights. Lam fully perſmadgd, 2 
9 by 1 ; Furs oh 
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268 Mr. Ratherfoords Epiſt. 211. 275 
Sootland fliall eat Exeki's book, that is Written Within 18 
without, La mentation, aud mourning, and mo, Fic i; .. 
but the ſaints ſha!l get à drink of the well, tbæc goth Ar 
the ſtreets of the ue 1 to put it down. Thus i. 
ing ye will think upon the poor priſoner of Chriſt, 7 pe 
race, grace ba with you. 5 
{ Edinb. July 33. 
1626. 


in ang 


Tour Tad iſbip ; 111 by fn 
Lord Fejus, S. R. 


—— — —— —— aces, 
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' To ALEXANDER GORDON of Earlitoun, 


Fluch honoured Sir, | 
Find imall hopes of £'s buſineſs. I intend after the Can. 
eil: day to yo on to Alerdeen: The Lord is with me, 
care not what man can do. Fobuiden no man, and 7 want ng. 
thing no king is better pravided than Jam: Sw: 7 ja "eh 
and eaſy is the crols of my Lord; all men 7 look in the fee 
(of whatſoever rank, ables and poor, acquaintance and Hau- 
gers) are friendly to me. My Welbeloved is ſome kinder and 
and more warmly than ordinary, and cometh and viiit*th wy 
lou!; My chains are over-gilded with gold. Only the re- 
membrance of my fair days with Chrilt in Auwoth, ind of 
my dear flock (whole cale is my heart s ſorrow). is yinep2 in 
my ſug ar d wine; yet both ſweet and ſywre eed my ſoul: N. 
n, no words, no eng ine can expreſs to you the loveline's of 
my only, only Lord jeſus. I hus in haſte, making for my p:- 
lace at jus pap 1 bleſs you, your wife, your eldejt j- « ani 
other Children. Grace, grace be with you. 
Edinb. Sept. 5. Towrs in his only, o!y 
1636. Lord Feſus, 5 K. 


— — ER —— ——— 


' To ROBERT GORDON of Knockbrex. 


My deareſt Brother, WS 
See Chriſt thinketh ſhame (if I may ſpeak ſo) to be ir i1ch 
a poor man's cem mon as mine. I burden no man; / 
nothing; no face hath gloomed upon me fince [left you: (5-5 
fun and fair weather conveyeth me to my time-parad:/e in 
Aberdeen; Chriſt hath ſo handſomly fitted for my {hoviders 


— 


| 7 rough tree of the croſs, as that it hurteti me no ways. 


y' treaſure is up in Chriſt's coffers 3 my comforts are great 
than ye can believe; my pen ſhall lie for penury of words tn 
writc of chem. Gad knowetb, bam filled 


* 


107 ( th: 
with the 1 Be 
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Foil, 213. LETTERS. 30 


Hy Geh. Only the memory of you. mv dearef} in the Lord, 
my Hock and others, keepeth me under, and from being x. 
oe meafure : Chrift's ſweet ſauce hath this ſumre mix'd 
ich it; but 0 ſuch a ſweet and pleaſant taſte / and ſimall 
Wes of £'s matter. Thus in haſte. Ke member ane to you, 
and to William Girden. Grace be with you. 

Fd Sept. 5. 1636, Towrs in his only, enly Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
„ —— AAA E— —„— — 2 


To my Lird L OWD O U Ne 


Nieht b:ncurable and my very worthy Lord, 

I {ace mercy and peace he to you : Hearing of your Terd- 
( (ins zeal and courage for Chriſt aur Lord, in owning 
is Loncurable cauſe, | am bold (and I plead pardon for it) 
to peak in paper by a line or two to your Lordjnip. ( fince 1 
have.not acceſs any ether way) beſeeching your Lerdſhip, by 
the mr des tf God, and by the everlaſting peace of your loul, 

the tears and prayers of our Mothoct-ehureb, to go on 

„ have worthaly b. un, in purging of the Lord's huuſe 
in this land, and . down the ſticks of Antichriſts 
tithy nt, this wretched Prelary, and that black kin dom, 
„de wicked aims have ever been, and ſtill are, to make 
this jt world the only compatis, they would have C riſt and 
-elision to fail by; and to mount up the man of fin, their 
A father the Pepe of Rome, upon the kigheft ſtair of Chriſt's 
one, and fo make a Felvetreburch, (in regard of parlia- 
ment grandeur and worldly pomp, whereot always their 
tinking breath ſmelleth ) and put Chriſt and truth in ſack- 
duch and priſon. and to cat the bread of adveriity, and drink 
i water of affliction : Halt an eye of any, not miſted with 
the darknets of Anticbriſtian ſmoke, may ſre it thus in this 
and now our Lord hach begun to awaker the nobles and 
vilors, to plead for born- down Chr:/?, and his weeping goſ- 
pcl. My dear and noble Lord, the eye of Chrift is upon you's 
tie ges of many noble, many holy, many learned and wor- 
h ones, in our Neighbour Churches about are upon you, 
zus poor Church, your Mother and Chrift's Spouſe, is hold- 
iz up her hands and heart to God for you, and deth be- 
ech you with tears, to plead for her Husband, his rigen 
pre, and tor the liberties that her Lord and K ing hat 
S en to her, as to a tree Kingdom, that owerh ſpiritual 
teihute to none on earth, as being the fret - born Princeſs and 
Hug uter to the King af kings. T bias 'a:caule that bofare 
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ho, when Criſi is drivemaway, will bring him bach again) 


370 MF. Rutherfor hs 
God, his angels, the world, before ſun and moon, necdgth 
not to bluſh. O what glory and true hennur: is it, 16 bend 
Chriſt your hand and [-rvise, and to be amongſt the »- 1. on 
of the breaches of Zion's walls, end to hn to Li 1, 1 
waſte plazes, and ſtretch firtb the curtains, and f 14, 
the ftakes of Chriſt's Tent in this land ! O billed xe (uy 
and lend him lodging | And hleſied are ye of the Lord, gu 
name and honour ſha!l never rot or wither in heaven at . 
if ye deliver tae Lord's ſheep, that have been ſcattered in th; 
dark and cloudy day, out of the hands of ſtrang' rds 1g 
Firelings, who with rigour and cruelty, have caul-! hem to 
eat the paſtures troden upon with their. foul. feet, t. 
drink muddy water, apd who have ſpun out ſuch a ? 4; 
yards of indifferentiet in God's worſhip, to make and wes: 
a web for the Antichrift ( that'thall..not keep any from the 
cold) as they mind nothing elſe, but that by the br lng in 
of the Pepe s toul tail firſt upon us, (their wretebed aud leg. 
garly cereminies ) that they may thruſt in after them the 
Antichriſt's legs and th1gbs, and his belly, head and fhoulder 
and then cry: down Chriſt and the goſpel, and up the mer- 
chandice and wares ot the great whore. + Fear not, my wer 
thy Lord, to give your {+)f, and all ye have, out tor © ri 
and his goſpel: No mai dare lay, whoever did tus Hazard 
for Chriit, that Chriſt PER uim not his hundred fold in tn 
lite, duly, and in the life to come, lite everiaſting. This '; 
his own truth ye now plead for; for God and man cannot but 
commend you, to beg juſtice from a juſt prince lor op d 
Chriſt; and to plead that Chriſt, who is the. king's 1.5r3, 
may be heard in a free court to ſpeak for bimſelt, when rhe 
ſtanding and eſtabliſhed Laws ot our Nation can ſtrocg) 
plead for Chriſt's erown in the pulpits, and his chair, . 
Law-giver in the free government of his own Houie : but 
Cbriit ſnall never be content and pleaſed with this land, . 
ther ſhall his hot fiery indignation be turned away, fo long; 


che Prelate (the man that lay in Antichrift's foul womb, 214 


the Antichriſt 's Lord Bailliff ) ſhall fit Lord-carver, in the 
Lord Jeſus his courts : The Prelate is both the egg ad 
Feſt to leck and bring forth Popery: Plead theretore © 
Chriſt's behalf, for the plucking down of the neſt, and cru 
ing of the egg; and let Chriſt's kingly office ſuffer no nor; 
unworthy indignitics. Be valiant tor your royal. King 


contend for him: Your adyeriaries ſhall be mot eaten Warns, 
Tis } | 3 — 


Epiſt. 214. EE TT ERS. 371 
2:4 {hall die as men. Chriſt and his bonour now, lieth upon 
ur aRoulders, let him not fall to the ground : Caſt your eye 
upon him, whe is quick'y coming to decide all che contro- 
verlies in Lien; and remember, the {an in your aght-glaſs 
„ run out: Time with wings will flies away, eternity is 
Nr upon you ; and what vv ii Ch r itt's love-Imiles, and che 
ent of his lovely and toul-deiighting countenance be to you 
in that day, when God ſhall take up in his right-hand this little 
% of heaven, (like as a ſhepnerd liſteth up his little tent) 
i told together the two leavey of this tent, and put the 
Arth and all, the .pleniihing of if into 4 fire, aud turn this 
dated, the god of Adam's ions, into hnoke and, white 
ales O! what hire, and bow many worlds would many 
ben give, to have a favourable deęreet of the judge? Or what 
aer would they not give, to buy a mountain, to be a 
prave aboye both foul and body, to hide them trom the a 
Im looks of an angry Lord and Judge ? 1 hope, your Lord- 


ly wiſe God, eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen you upon the Rock 
laid in Zion. | 

Leid. ſan. 4 
1628. 


9 


T. @ Cbriſtian Geuile woman. 
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929022 


Miſtreſs, _ TE TO 5 OY 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I hough not acquain- 
( ted, yet at the defice of a Chriſtian Brother, I thought 
good to write à line unto you, intreating you in the Lord ſe- 
is, under your trials, to keep an car open to Chrilt, who 
en ipeak for himſelf, howbcit your lon and. your 
own fonte, ſhouid dream hard things of his love and favours 
Our Lord never getteth ſo kind a look of us, nor our love in 
ſuch a degree, nor our faith in ſuch a meaſure of ibed ſaſtneſs, 
as he getteth out of the furnuance of our tempting fears and 
{arp trials. 1 verily believe (and too ſad proovts in me ſay 


do leſs) that if our Lord would grin: our whoriſh wſt in 


powder, the very old aſhes of our corruption ſhould take lite 


again, and live, and hold us under fo much bondage, that 
may humble us, and make us (ad, till we be in that dountry, 


were we ſhall need no phyſick at all. O what violent means 
9th our Loc ule to gain us te hiin, as if indeed we were a 
7 S prize 
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prise worthy his fighting for ! And be fure, ifizadiy, wn, 
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Mr. Retherfoord's Bit. oy, 


do the turn, he would nut ule pulling of bair and dra 
But the belt of us will bide a ſtrong pull of our Lord. = 


arm, ere we follow him. Yer | fay not this, as if our Ia 7 1 


ways mealared affliftions by fo many ounce-wriphts, 29 
iwerable to the grain-weights of our guiltineſs: ben 
doth in many (and poſſibly in you) ſeek nothing - fo mug 


h faith ; that can endure ſummer and winter in their ex*romity 
I ; Pp, * 


O how precious to the Lord is faich and love, that v 
tbreihed, beaten, and chaſed away, and boaſted (as it were 
hy God himſelf, doth yer look warm-like, love-like, kin 
like, and life-like home over to Chriſt, and Would 

him, id and well as it may le] Think not much. to 
Hasband, or the deareſt to you in the world, provei!: to hype 
the bowels and mercy of the Offrich, bard and rigoryus 14 
cruel; for Pal. xxvii. 10. the Lord taketh wp ach fade 
-0ne; 1% thele. I could not wiſh a more {weet lite, ror e 
fatisfying expreſſions of kindneis, will I be ap at that Prins 
ot kindneſs, than the Lord's {aints find, when the Lord tale 
up men's refuſe, and lodgeth this world's oute ei, who 
no man leeketh after. His breach is never ſo hot, bs love 
raſteth ne, er ſuch a flame, as when this world, and thoſe wit, 
ſhould be the helpeis of our joy, caſt water on our cal. |t 
is a ſwert thing to ſee them caſt our, and God taire in; 
to ſee tnem throw us away, as the refuſe of men, and Gol 
take us up as his Jewels and his treaſure, Often he mkerh 
gold of drols, as once he made the raff-away Stone, the gin 
rejetted by the buiiders, the Head of the Ciryer, Ihen 
ces of this world would not have our Lord Jelus a piniing i 
the wall, or to have any place in the building ; but tlic for! 
made him the Maſter-ffrone of Pow?y and Place. Gull be 
Thanked, chat this werld hath not power to ery us dow? (+ 
mary 7 as rulers cry down light gold, or light fiber; 
awe thall Rand for as much as our Maſter -coimgy Chriſt, who's 
coin, arms, and ſtamp we bear, will have us: Chriff hath u 
miſcarrying balance. Thank your Lord, who chafet!: you: 
love through two kingdoms, and followeth you and it over 
fea, to have you for bimfels, ws he fpeaketh, Hoſe iii. For 
God layech up his faints, xs the wes! and the chotcr of all the 
world, for himle\f'; and this is like Chriſ and his love. 0 
what, in heaven or out of heaven, is comparable to the rr! 


of Criſs garments! Nay e our Lord would manife? 
His art, ud we macs — uf good und geri 


| airy 
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things, and. of new Joys, deviſed gut of the deep of infinite 
1:{lom, he could” not make the Uke of Chrift ; for Chrift is 


Den 
The SECOND PART, 
CON TAINING. 
= | } . ,. T | F 9 
mne Letters of the ſame Author, from Anwoth, 
before his Confinement at Aberdeen; And others 
from K. Andrews, London, &c. alter his En- 
largement. 15 8 
To the Viſcounteſs of K EN MUR E. 
Moadaitic bs oye gn ne 3 F 
L L dutifu) obedience in the Lord remembred : T have 
beard of your | Ladyſhip's infirmity and ſickreſs, with 


grief; yer 1 truſt ye haye learned to ſay, It is the 
Tera, let him do -whatforver ſermeth goed in bis eyes. 1 1 
4. 1 


gs A 
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374 Mr. Rutherfoor#s pig. 
now many vears ſince the apoitate ange s made 2 Queition, 
whether the: will or the will of their Creator ſhould b. Whey, 
and ſince that time, froward mankind hath always 
ſuit of law compeared, to plead with them again ( 
dai repining againſt his will: but the Lord, being by 
_Fearty, and fudge, hath obtained a decreet, and ſaith, %. . 
10. My counſel hall fand. and 1 will do all my blen , |, 
then belt for us, in the obedience at taith, and in as. 1! / 

miſlion, to give that to God, which the law of !:is - mige 

and juit power will have of us. Therefore, Madam, ; 
Lord willeth you, in all ates of liſe, to fay, Thy wi! 4 
earth, as it is in beaven: and herein ſhall ye hay ee 


* 
= 18 
* 1 


that he, who ſeeth perfetly through all your evils, 2 
eth the frame and conſtitution of your nature, and wit if 
moſt heairhtal for your foul, holdeth every cap of 40.41 
to your head, with his own gracious hand. Never -![2; 
that your tender-hearted Saviour, who knoweth her 
of your ſtomach, will mix that cup with one drehm-wei⸗ 
poiſon. Drink then, wit! the patience ofthe ſaints; ard 
God ot patience bleis your phyiick. I have heard your Las 
ſtrip wr harh of dead eis, and want of the bcoitirring he 
of the life of God; but courage, he who walked. in the g 
and made a noiſe, that made Adam hear his voice, will nt 
ſame times walk in your ioul, and make you hear a more ver) 
word: Yet ye will not always hear the noiſe and the di 
his feet, When he walketh. Ye are at ſuch a ticte like . 
mourning at the ſuppoſed death of Frſeph, when Joſerh wa 
living. The new creature, the image of the ſecond Adam, 
* Hiving in you; and yet ye are mourning at the {uppoles text 
of the life of Chriit in you. Ephraim is bemoaning and n. 
ing, Fer. xxx. 18. when he thinketh, God is far offand þe2r 
eth not; and yet God is like the Bridegroom, Cant. ii. tans 
ing only behind a'thin wall, and Jay ing to his ear; for he 
Himſelf, ver. 18. I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoanins in. 
felf. I have good confidence, Madam, that Chriſt ſus, 
whom your ſoul through foreſts and mountains is ſe ch, 
within you: And yet I ſpeak not this, to lay a pilloi under 
your head; or to diſſu ade you from an holy fear of the 
your Chriſt, or of provoking and ſtirring up the Beloved b. 
fore he pleaſe, by fin. I know, in {piritual confidence, d. 
Vi. will come in, as in all other good works, and cry, Hal 
mine; and lo endeayour to bring you under a fearſn! lice, 


till ke whom your ſoul loycth be departed from the door, wn! 


avg 


15 
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ert of Vnacking 3" and therefore, here the Spirte of God 
raft hold your ſoul's teet in the golden midline. betwixr 
cont dent reſting in the ams of Chriſt, and pretimptuous a nd 
Arguiic flerping in the bed ot le nl y lecurity. Therefore, 
lady, lo count little of your felt beeau'y of your own, 
.-chednes and finful droutinels, that ye court not ale Viitle 
- (od in the ceurſe ot his unchangeable merey : For there 
ns chu iſtians, moſt like unto young fatlers, he think 
dert and the whole land. doth move, When. the ſhip and 
hy themſelves are moved quit ſo, not a few dotmay in, that 
God noverh and faileth and. chapgeth places, hecauſe they. 
id. ſouls are under (ail, and ſubject to riteration, to oe, 
e 2:4 flowing; but the frendation of the L17d abideth 


* 


? 


* 


| God knoweth, chat ye are his own . Wraſtle, Haht, go 
11rd, watch, fear believe, pray; and then ye have all the 
inf ble ſymptorns .of one of. the ele of Corift wichin you. 
Ye love row, Madam, a ſickneſs before you; and ail after 
that, 1 death: gather then now food .tur the jourtey. God 
ive you eres to fre through lick reis and death, ard to 
>» oinuching beyond death. 1 doubt. rat, but if heil were 
1» rwixt you and Chriſt, as a river wideh ye behoved ts crots, 
er. ve could come at him, but ye would wilkngly put ic 

foot, and make through, to be at lim, upon bope that he 
ld come in himielf in the deepeit of the river, and lend 
F zu his hand. Now L believes your bell is. dried up, and 
*. v- have only theſe two ſhallow brooks, ich, and death, ra 
through; and ye have. allo a promiſe, that Chriſt ſhall de 


00 more then meer you, even that he ſhall come binelf and gÞ. 
with yo ſoot for. foot, yea, and bear you in his arms. O then! 

0 then, forthe joy chat is ſet before you, tor the love of the 

1. Ain (who is allo God over all, blefſea fer ever) that is ſtand · 

0 "6 upon the ſhare to welcome you, run your race with pa- 
1 5:00, The Lord go with you. Your Lord will not have 

* ou, nor any of his ſervants, to exchange tar the wv arſe. Death 
e includeth both the death of the ſoul, aud the death 
Jet of the body z but to God's children the bounds and che limits 
* 83 «24th are abridged, and drawn loto a more narrow compass, 

has do that when ye die, a piece af death (hall only ſeize upon, 
* you, or the lealt part of you fha:l, die, and that. is the diſſo- 
4 0 tion of the body ; fox in Chriſt.ye are delzvered from che le- 
th dend death and. therefore, as one horn 0. God, oommit nut 
ind un, (although .ze.caumot live zud not in) and that ſerpent 
nt 


I 


ad hut eat Your: earthly nene fox your loul, 1315 Wee | 
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76 Mr. Rtherfoord's Epiſt, 2. 
the law of death: Hut it is feartal and dangerous, to be: 
debtor and ſervant to tin ; for the count of fan ye will gat be 
able to make good before God, except Chrift noch count and 
pay for you. | truit alſo, Madam, that ye will be can 
to preſent tothe Lord the preſent eſtate of this Cecaying xi + 
for, what ſnall be concluded in parliament. anert her, the 
Lord knowetun: Sure 1 am, the decree of a matt fearty] o 
lizment in heaven, is at the ver) point of coming 
cau.cot the ans ot the land; For, We beav? cafy away e 40 


bw 


of the Lord, and deſpiſed the words of the holy one »f el 
la. v. 24. Judgment is turned away backward, an ie 
ftandeth afar off: Truth it fallen in the flreets, ans u 
cannt enter, ia. lix. 14. Lo, the Prophet, as it he has t 17 
and our Kirk, reſ{-mbleth juftice to be handled as an Y. 
holder, out at the ports of our city, ſo is ſhe haniſl. ; arg 

truty to a pirionifickly and diſcaled, fallen down ir: + adi 
iwooring fit, in the ſtrects, before he can come to 
The priefis have enuſed many to ſtumble at the u, £14 1440 
cerrupted the rovenant of Levi, Mal. ii. 8. But . 
they do in the end? Ter. v. 31. Therefore give the odge 
reſt for Zion. Stir up your Hus hand, your Brother, 1 
with whom ye are m favour and credit, to ſtand upon ths 
Lord's fide, againſt 32a}. I have good hope, your titherd 
loveth the peace and proſperity of Zion: 1 he peact of (od 
be upon him, for his — courſes, anent the eitaulil- 
ment of a powerful miniſtry in this land. Thus, not wil 
to weary your Ladyſbip farther, I commend you, noi #74 4 


ways, to the grace and mercy of that God, who 15 able t9 


oP you, that ye fall rot. The Lord jeſus be with you! 

Plric. 

Anwoth, 
162 


— 


July 27. Tour Ladyſbipd; Servant at al dul ifa 
8 31 - 0980 1en:'e in Cbriſt, S. R 


To the Parifhoner: of K ILM AC OGL IE 


Worthy aud welbe loved in Chriſt. Jeſus our Lord, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you : Your letters ccd 
T not come to my hand in a greater throng of bu d, 
than I am nov preſſed wich at this time, when our K. 
22 the publick help of us all; yet 1 cannot but er 
the heads of both your letters, with proviſion that xe 
after this, a fitter time for writing. 1. I would not have 5%: 
pitch upon me, 35 the man able by letters to atiſwer don 
wo LITE 2 & 


Us 


pit. 2 LETTERS. 


his kind, while there are in your bounds, men of ſuch 
great parte, moſt able for this Work. I know the heſt are un- 


: vet it pleaſeth that Spirit of Jeſ1s, to blow his Viet 


vind through apiece dry ſtick, that the ept recd may keep 
-» gory to it (elf; but a miniſter can make no luch wind as 
«ic to blow, he is ſcarce able to lend it a page to blow 
tough him. 2. Know that the wind of this Spirit hath a 
tine, when it bloweth ſharp, and pic cet % ſtrongly, that 
„ would blow through an iron door; and this is commonly 
ber under ſuffering for Chriſt, than at any other time. Sick 
clularer get of Chriſt's pleaſant things to play them withal, 
Locale ſelus is moſt tender of the lufferer, for he was a ufo 
{-rer himfelf, O it 1 had but the leavinss and the drawing 
;f the by-board of a ſufferęr's table! But {icays this to aniwer 
100% Firſt, Ye write, That Ged's yows are iy ing on you, 

a4 feenricy ſtrong, and fib to nature, ſtraliug on you who are 

weak, 7 anſwer, 1. Till we be in heaven, the beit have 

heavy heads, as is evident, Cant. v 1. P ſab. KA. G. Fov A 

„ Matth. xxvi. 2. Natur is a luggard, and loveth not 
abr of Religion; therefore reit ſhould not he taken, till 
*g know the diſeaſe be over, and in the way of turning, and 
tho! it is like a feaver pa? the coe: And the quietnels, and 
lie calms of the faith of victory over corruption, would be en- 
ertained in the place of fecurity ; lo that if 7 lee I would. 
dere to ſſeep faith's ſleep, in Chriit's boſom. 2. knowalla, 
nunc that fleep ſound can ferioully complain of ſloc pi neſs; ſor- 
cow tor 2 flarnbring ſoul, is a token of ſome watchfulnels of 
{pirit : But this is ſoon turned ĩnto wantonnels, (as grace in 
5 t99 often is abuled } therefore our waking mult be watched. 
over, ele ſleep will even grow out 3 : ard there is 
much need to watch over grace, as to watch over ſin: full 
wer will joan ſleep, and ſooner than hungry men. 3. For your 
weaknels to keep off ſecurity, that like a thief ftealeth upon 
you, { would ſay two things. (1) To want complaints of 
'vearnels, is for heaven, and angels that never finned, not {or 
\-itians in Chriſt's camp on tarth ; Ithink our weakne's 
cth us the Church of the redeemed ones, and Chriſt's field 
'hicthe Mediator fhowd labour in. If there were no diſeaſes 
"ac cried down weaknels, he mighe have cried downhis own 
ig z hutweakneſs is our Mediator's worid: Sin is Chriſt's 
oniy, only fair and market. No mar ſhould rejoice at wen k- 
uels and dilæales; hut I think, we muy have a ſort of gladneis 
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n carth, there needed no phyſicians on earth. II Ci ift had 
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PF at hoils ard forges; beciuſe without them, Chriſt's nee 
x & lain Lord, thouid never have tou hed our skin. gen. 
ANF thank my ſelf, but 7 dare thank God's depth of wie prov ee 
bY that I have an errand in me, While I hive; tor Chrift to com: ind 
viſit me, and bring with him his drugs ard his baum. O hy 
Tweet is it, for a ſinner to put his weaknels in Crit H th. 
ning hind, avd to father a ſick foul upon ſuch 22 
and to lay weakneſs before him, to weep upon him, and tt 
plcad and pray! Weakneis can _—_ and ery, when we 7 
not @ tongue, Exe. xvi. 6. And when I paſſed by ther 
faw' theanllited in thine own blood, 1 ſaid anto ther wry 
thou waſt in thy blood, Live. The Kirk could not. (peak oe 
word'to Mriſt then; but blood and guiltinels out me? 


* 


ſpake, and drew out of Chriſt pity, and à word 06! io 


Ax 
* 


* 
* 


dove. ( 2) tor weakneſs, we ha ve it, that we mey employ Ch/1/t's 
b ſtrergth becnuſe of our weakneſs: Weakneis is to male 


itrongeft chings ; that is, when having, no {trengra ot our ow, 
ve are Carried upon C95ri/Ps ſhoulders, and walk as Face 
upon his legs: A our ſinful weakneſs ſwell up to ti ch 
C2rift's ſtrength will ſwell up to the:fan, and far . the 
Wh 1e2ven of heavens. 2diy, Ve teil me, I bat chere i: nerd o 
Wi cour'e} for {trengthning of new beginners. I can y itte 19 
| that, who am not well beganmy ſelf; bur I know. hon”! 
pipnings are noutiſhed by him, even by lovely Jeius, v. 
ver yet put cut à poor man's dim candle, who is wreit' n, 


. betwiat light and darkneſs, {am ſure, if new beginners would 
urge themſelves upon Chrif, and preſs their fouls upon un 
and importuse him for a draught ©: his ſweet love, iy 
could not come wrong to Chriſt: Come once in upon 
right nick and ſſep of his lovely love, and [defy you to ü 
free of him again: it any beginners fall off Chriſt again, 
miſs him, rhey never ighted upon Chriſt as Chriſt; 
but an idol, like Jeſus, they took for him. zd, Wiereas ve 
complain af a dead miniſtry in your bounds: Ye are to 
momber. that the Bible among you is the contract of naa , 
and the manner of Chriſt's convoying his love to your hen, 
is not ſo abſolutely dependent upon ever lively preach ng. 45 
that there is no convrriion at all, no lite of God, but 
that is tyed to a man's lips: The daughters of Fern!” 
have done often that, which the watchmen could 901 40. 
Fake Chriſt your Miniſter, he can vroo à ſculat 20 K 
in the field ; he needeth not us, howbeit che: flock be o a 

to ſeek hin. in the ſacphords tents, Hunger of Chriſt s = 
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in may thrive, even under ſtewards. who mind not the tegd» 
ing of the Hock» O blefled ſonl, chat can leap over 2 mar, and 
„il above a palpit up to Chriſt, who can preach home to 
+ heart} howbeit we were all dead aild totten 40, 
do to complain of your felf, as tu juitine God, is right; pro- 
viding ye juſtifie Jus Spirit in your lelf; tor men ſeldom ad- 
date agalnſt Satan's work and fin in themſelves, but againſt 
Gus work in themſelves : {ome of the people o Hod flander 
Gees grace intheir fouls, as ſome wretches ale to do, who 
complain and murmur of Want; J have nothing, (ſay they) 
gone, the ground yielceth but weeds and windleſtraws; 
„as their tat harveſt, and their money on bank maker} 
them liars, But for my ſelf, alas! 7 think it is not my fin, 
/ 11,6 ſcarce wit to ſin this tin: Bot 1 advile you to ſpeak 
Zed of Chriſt for his beauty and ſweetneſs, and ſpcak good 
„ him for his grace to your telves. <thly, Light remaineth, 


lay, but ye cannot attain to painfulneſs. See if this com- 


aint be not buoked in the New Teffament ; And the place, 
Ren vil. 18. is Nike this, To will is preſent with me, but how 
' perform toat which ig goed, I know not. But every one 
4th not Paul's ſpirit in complaining For often in us, com- 
p\:ining is but an humble backhiting and traducing of Chriſt's 
„ work in the ioul. But tor the matter of the complaint, 
uid lay, The light of glory is perfectly obeyed in loving, 


and praiſing and rejoicing, and reſting in a ſeerr and known 


Lord: but that light is not hercaway in any clay-budy ;, for, 
»hilc we are here, light is in the moit part broader and longs 
er than our narrow and feck!le!s obedience : But if there be 
g, with a fair train and a great back, I mean, armies of chal- 


coping choughts, and forrow for coming ſhort of performance, 


in what we know and ſee ought io be performed, then that ſor- 
far not doing is accepted of our Lord for doing: our honeſt, 
error ad ſincert aims, together with Chriſt's interceſſion, 
pieating that God would welcome that which we have, and for- 
hat we have not, muſt be our life, till we he over the hound - 
7164, and inthe other country, where the law will get a perfect 
ul, Gthly, In Chriſt's abſence, there is (as ye write) 2 Wil- 
\ingnets to uſe means, but heavineſs after the uſe of them, be- 
cle of the formal and flight performance. In Chriſt's ab- 
ience, 1 confeſs, the work Fierh behind ; but if ye mean ab- 
lence of comfort, and abſence of ſenſe" of his ſweet preſerce, 
i think that ablence is Chriſt's trying of us; not fimply our 


n agaluſt him: I herstoce, howbeit our obedience then be 


24 00 


Her he hach lai, 


. 


, 
1 be 


Satan s labqur, and challenge it your dell, or at leaſt cant. 
ndl cegiure; but hee datan l. nds in. chaſlenging- 


380 Mr. Ratherſbord 8 Epiſt. 2. 
not ſugared and fweetned with joys (which is the fest- ges. 
bairas would (till be at) yet the leſs ſenſe, and the mote wil 
lingneſs ia obeying, the lefs formality in our obodience, hon. 
beit we think not ſo; for I believe, many think obe diene (6; 


mal and lifeleſs, except the wind ba fair in the-weſ?, an nil 


filled with je and ſenſe, till fouls; r a ſhip fair be 
wind, can ſpread no mare ſail; but 1 am not of tei wind, 
who think ſo. But if ye mean, by abience of Chriſt, the with. 
drawing of his working grace, I ſce, not how: willingne's ©; 
ule means can be at all under ſuch an ablence : I heretore, 1; 
bumbled- for heavineſs in that obedience, . and thankful tr 
willingneſs : For the Bradegroom is busking his Spot out 
times, while ſhe is half ſleeping; and your Lord is workin 
and helping more than ye ſee. Allo I recommerd to +» 
heavinels for formality, and for lifeleſs deadnels in obed 
Be caſten down, as much as ye will or can, for dead 
cheNenge. that flow and dull carcaſe of fin, that will iche 
lead por drive, in your ſpiritual! obedience. O how ]⁷]) ͤ d to 
lovely jcſus are bills and grieyances, given in againſt cri g. 
tion and the body of fin! I would bave Chriſt, in ſuch awe, 
faſbed (if I may {peak ſo) and deaved with our cries, ,, 
the Apoſtle doch, Rom. vii. 234. O wretched man that ! in, 
20h ſball deliuer me from the body of this death? Protelta- 
tions againſt the Jaw of fi: in you, are law-grounds, wh 
fin can have no law aga'nit you Seek io have your pr! 
teſtatior d iſcuſſed and Judged, and then hall ye find Chrilt 
on your fide of it. th, Le hold, I hat Chriſt muſt et 
have hearty. ſervice, or no ſervice at all. If ye mean, he will 
not half a heart, or have feigned ſervice, ſuch as the hy po- 


erites give him, I grant you that; Chriſt muſt have et, 
ox nothing : But I ye mean, he will have no ſervice at 


where the heart draweth back in any meaſure; I oα“döi⁰ 
that were true, for my part of heaven, and all that. an 
Vorch in the world. I mind 20 walk to heaven, witten 
a cramp or a crook, I fear ye muſt go your alone: he 
eth our droſs and defects; and ſweet ſeſus piticth us, whe” 


_ weakneſs and dcadneſs in our obedience is our crols, 21 5: 
dur darling...” bly, The liar (as ye. write), challengo:} tie 


vent a> formal; yet ye bleſs your Cautioner for the grow! 


and dare not ſay, but ye have aifuranct 
in ſome meaſure, Tothis Lay, 1; It ſhall be no faule, i favs 


1 
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Epiſt. 2. LETTERS. „ 
he mundeth o ꝓut Chr iſt and you at odds. 2. Welcome horns 
aun in eius, who waſheth ſtill, when we have defiled our 
ſoule, and made our ſelves lothiom ; and ſeek ſtill the blood 
of atonement for: faults little or meikle. Know the gate o 
the well, and lie about it. 3. Make 2reikle of aſſurance, fur 
it keepeyh your anchor Red. ty, Qu:-breakings (ye ay) | 
ilcouraze you, ſo that ye know not, if ever ye Mall win 
again to wh overjoving conſolations of the Spirit in this life, 
3s formerly ye bad: and therefore a queſtion pray be, + after 
ii a ecard: mortificatien, the children of God be ordinarily 
-4 with ſenſe end joy ? I anſwer, I ſe no inconyertence to 
it is enough, in a race, to ſee the gold at the Rarting- 
1c 4 bowbeit the runners never get a view of it, till the 
come to the rints end; and that our wile Lord thinketh it 
üttent, we ſhould not always be fingering and playing with 
(s apples. Our Welbeloved, I know, will ſport and 
play with his Bride, as much as he thinketh will a lure her to 


0 the rinf's end: Yet I judge it not unlawtui to ſeek renewed 

- conlolations, providing, 1. The heart be ſubmiſſive, and con- 

, tent, to leaverthe meaſure and timing of them to him. 2. 
e Providing they be ſought, to excite us to praiſe, and ſtrengg- 
5 then our alſurance, and ſharpen our deſires aiter himſelf. 3. Let 
* ea be ſought, not for our humours ©: ſwelling of nature, 
* but as the earneſt of heaven: And 1 think, many do actain to | | 
- greater canſolations after mortification, than ever they had " 
ſt torm-cy. But I know, our Lord walketh here, ſtill by a ſo- 

Xl \creign latitude, and keepeth not the lame way, as to one 


J] ha'r-breadth without a maſs, towards all his children. As for 
Je , Lord's people with you, LI am not the man fit to ſpeak co 
) them. ' I rejoice exccedingly, that Chriſt is engaging fouls 
amongit you : But I know, in conver ſion all the winning is iu 
00 the firſt buying ; (as we vie to ſay) tor many lay alle ad 
n baitard foundations, and take up eorverſion at their foot, 1 
ut y*1 Chriſt for as good as ball-nothing, and had never a. Heck 
night tor fin, and this maketh loſe work: I pray you digdeap; 
en Ciriſt's palace wort, and his new-dwelling, laid upon hell 
gelt and feared, is moſt firm: And heaven, grounded and laid 
le npon ſuch a hell, is ſureſt work, and will nog waſh away with 
int eraſtorms. It were good that profeſſors were not like 
ce young beirs, that come to their rich eſtate, lovg ere they 
* come to their wit; and fo is ſcen on it, the tavern, and the 
* eards, and the harlots ſteal their ridges from them, ere ever 
4 *ney be ax are auhat they are doing. 4 know, a Chriſt. bought 
N. „ WI 


232 Mr. Ratherfoord's Fpilt, », 
with ſtrokes is ſweeteſt. (2.) 1 recommerd to you wonferer. on 
and prayer at private meetings: For warrant whe: et. foe 
Ifa. ii. 3. Jer. J. 4, 5. Hoſe Il. 1, 2. Feb. viii. 20, 21, 2 
23. Mal. iii. 16. Lale xxiv. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. Toby = 
157 Ads Til. v. 12. Col. iii. 16. and iv. 6. Epheſ. iv. 20. 
1 Pet. iv. 10. 1 The, v. 14. Heb. iii. 13. and . 2. Mary 
coals make a good re, and that is a part of the comm t 
of ints. I muſt entreat you, and your chriftian z un 
tanges in the pariſh, to remember me to God in your Prayer: 
and my flock and miniſtry, and my "tranſportation and +» 
moval from this place, which | tear, at this aflembly: d 
be carneſt with Lud tor our Morher-kirk. For want of rime, 
I bave put you all in one letter. The rich grace of our Id 
Jeius Chriſt be with you all. |; 


- 
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To a Chriſtian Gentle woman. 


Aliſtreſs, 

love in Chriſt remembred to you: I was indecd i 

row ful at my departure trom you, eſpecially ire 
were in ſuch heavineſs atter your daughter's death ; yet i do 
zeriwade my feit, ye know, that the weighteſt end of the 
eroſs of Chriſt, that is laid upon you, Heth upon your Rrong 
Saviour: For Iſaiah ſaith, Chap. ixiii. g. In aff your aj- 
fictiene he is afflitted : O bleſſed Second, who tufterett with 
you ! and glad may your fouls be, even to walk in the cry 
furnace, with one like wito the Son of man, who s ae ine 
Son of God. Courage, up your heart; when ye do fire. | 
will bear both yu and your burden, Pſal. v. 22. Yet 2 littic 
while, and „e ſhall fee the ſalvation of God. Remember of 
pat age your daughter was, as long was your leale of her, 
43 he was 18, 19, or 20 years old, I know not, ſure I am, 
ſeeing her term was come, and your leaſe run out, ye can no 
mor” juſtly quarrel your great Superior for taking his ov! 
at his juſt term-dey, than a poor farmer can complain, hat 
his maſter taketh a portion of his own land to himſelt, whe" 
his leaſe is expired. Good Miſtreſs, it ys would not be content 


that Chriit would hold trom you the heavenly inheritance, 


which is made yours by bis death; ſhall not that ſame Chriſt 
thivk hardly of you, if ye refuſe to give him your daughter 
-willingy, who is a part of-his inheritance and conquelt © 3 
pray the Lord, to give you all your own, and to grace 22 


— t- | | | 
«with patience, to give God his allo : He is an ill debtor, who 
payeth that which he bah borrowed, with a grudge : In- 


ich that long loan of fnch a good daughter, an heir of grace, 


« -mber of Chriſt (as 1 believe) deterveth more thanks at 
dur Creditor's hand, than that ve thould gloom and mrurmer, 
when he craveth but his own: I beheve ye would judge 
en to be but thanklels neighbours, who would pay you a 
{11 of money after this manner. But what? do ye think her 
inf, when the is hut ſleeping in the boſorn of the Almight 72 
Furt her not abſent, who is in ſuch a Friend's houte. Is 
fs laſt to you, who is found to Chriſt? If ne were with 2 
er friend, although ye thould never fee her again, your 
ave tor her would be but {mall : Oh row, is the not with 2 
dear Friend, and gone higher, upon a certain hope that ye 
dial in the reſurrection fec her again, when (be ye ſure) the 
ill neither be hectick nor conſumed. in body“ Ye would be 
ſorry cither to be, or be eſteemed an Atheiſt; and yer not J, 
bur the Apoſtle, 1 Theſe iv. 13. thinketa thoſe to be hopelets 
i:12i/ts, who mourn exceſſively tor the dea: But this is not 
a c54//onge on my part; I do ſpeak this, on:y fearing your 
renne: for your daughter was à part of your ſelf; and 
therelore nature in you, being as it were cut and hoſved, 
id ced bi grieved: but ye have to rejoice, that when a 
dart of you is' on earth, a great part ot you is glorifed ta 
ver. Follow her, but vovy her not; for indeed it is ſolf- 
dec in us, that maketh us mourn for them that die in tha 
e: Why? becauſe for them we cannot mourn, fince they 
7 never happy till they be dead; therefore we mourn fer 
gungen private reſpect: rake heed then, that in ſhewing your 
*f2c100 in mourning; for your daughter, ye be net, out of 
„ attection, mourning'tor your ſelf. Conſider what the 
„is doing in u; your daughter is plucked out of the fire, 
and the vofceth from her labours; and your Lord in that is 
vou, and caſtir g you in the tire : Go through all fires 
„% ur reſt? and new remember, that the eye of God it 
20071 che burning Buih and not conſumed; and be is gladly 
ent, that ſuch a weak woman as ye, ſhould fend Satan a- 
way, fruſtrate of his deſign: Now honour God, and ſhame 
e trong roaring lion, when'ye leem weakeſt. Should ſuch 
one 25 ye faint, in the da) of adverſity * Call to mind the 
ald the Lord yet liveth; truſt in him, although he 
K01 ay vo. Faith is exceeding charitable, and . b 
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384 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epilt. 4, 
eth no evil of God. Now is the Lord laying in the ons 
fſeale of tlie balance, yaur making conſcience, of fab 
to his gracions will; and in the other, your f,, 1-4 
dende to your daugbter: which of the two will ye then clay 
to ſatishs ? Be wiſe then, and, 2s L truſt ye love Chiiſt 
ter than a ſinful woman; paſs by your daughter, and 
the Lord's rod. Men do lop the branches oft their trees round 
about, to the end they may grow up high and tall The 
Lord hat! this may lopped your branch, in taking rom 
many children, to the end ye ſhould grow upward, c ons 
of the Lord's cedars, ecting your heart above, Where Chr. 
is at the right-hand of the. rather : What is next, but tn 
your Lord cut down the ſtock, after - he hath cutted thy 
branches? Prepare your ſelf; ye are nearer your du; ht-r 
this day, than you were yeſterday: While ye prodigaly an 
tune in mourning for her, ye are ipeedily poſting aſter 
Run your race with patience : let God have his own, ard as; 
of dim, in ſtead of your daughter, which be hath taken iron 
you, the daughter of few. which is patience, and in ps 
tzence poſſeſs your ſoul. Liſt up your head: ye do not fo w, 
how near your redemption doth draw. Thus, recommend. 
ing you tothe Lord, who is able to eftabliſh ou, 7 reſt 
Anwoth April 23. Tur loving and affettionate Friend 


1628. | in the Lord Feſus, 8, P. 
To the Ele# ad Noble Lady, y Lady K E N MOS 
Madam, 


Aluting your Tadyſpip, with grace and mercy from ol 
8 our Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; I was 'or'y 
at my departure; leaving your Ledyſhip in grief, and would 
ſtill be grieved at it, if I were not aſſured, that ye have Jr! 
with you in the furnace, whole viſage is like unto the $01 9 
God. Jam glad, that ye have been acquairited from aut 
youth with che writings of God; and that ye get ſcarce , 
fy toſwaltow down your ſpittie, being caſten tromturnace 4 
furnace, knowing if ye were not dear to God, and i! our 
health did not require ſo much of him, he would nat {pers 
is much phyſick upon you. All the brethren and ſiſters o 
Chriſt must be conform to his image and copy, in ſufff 
Rom. viii. And ſome do more vively reſemble the copy n 
others. Think, Madam, that it is a part of yaur gl, 1 be 
ekxolled among thoſe, whom one of the Elders, Rev. vii. hs 
| f | | points: 
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Epi 4. LETTERS 385 
© nth out to John, ibeſe are toey which came cut of great 
{ Loalation, and have waſbed their robis, end made them 5 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Behold your Forc-ranner go- 
bout of the world, all in a lake of blood; and it is nat ill to, 
4c 25 he did: Fulfil with joy the remnant of the grounds and 
-c::2inders of the afflictions of Chriſt, in your bedy. Ye have | 
(oil 2 cid: Nay, ſhe is not Joſt you, who is tound to Chriſty 11%; 
ne is not ſent away, but only lent betur:, like unto a Rar, 4 
ichs going out of our fight, doth not dic and vanidltl, |; 
hut 1aincth in another Hemiiphere: ye fee ker not, yer ſue 
den ſhine in another country, If her glais was but a ſhort ig 
hour, what ſhe wanteth of ie , that ſhe hath gotten of efes- 
nity - aud ye have to rejoice, that ye have now lome pleniſhing N 
ng in Heaven Build your neſt upon no tree here: for ye fee hi 
Cod hath fold the foreſt to death; and every tree, whereupon 
ve aguld reſt, is ready to he cut down, to the end we may 
dec and mount up, and build upon the Rock, and dwell in 40 
ihe holus of the Rock. What ye love belides Jeſus your Huf- 10 
hand, is an adulterous lover: Now it is God's ſpecial bleſſi i A 
% Judab, that he will not let her find her paths in following ' BY 
ner ftrange lovers, Hoſe ii; 6. Therefore b2boid; I will hedge, | y 
up ber may with thorns, and make 4 wall, that jhe {hall not fimel 
her paths v. . And ſhe ſhall follow after hey levers, but foe !? 
ue! overtake them. O'thrice happy Judab, when God build- | 
«th a double ſtone-wall betwizt her and the fire of hell! The ji 
wori/4 and the things of the world, Madam, is the lover ye / i 
naturally affect, beſide your own Husband Chriſt : Ihe hedge *. 
thorns, ard the wall which God buildeth in your way, io i 
er you from this lover, is the thorny bedpe of daily grief, 9 
labs at children, weakneſs of body, iniquity of the int, un | 
| 


cen gain of. eftate, lack of worldly comfort, fear of God's an- 
tor old. unrepented- of fins 5 What lote ye, it God twiff and | L 
nal the hedge daily thicker ? God be bleſſed, the Lord will q j 
er yon nnd your paths: Return to your firſt Husband: 
not wear y, neither think that deach walketh towards 2 1 
ieh a HO. pace; ye mult be riper ere be ſhaken: your days ''. 
arg no longer than Job's, that were ſwiſter than a poſt, aud 
)4,*4 away the ſhips of deſire, end as the eagle that haſteth 
Jor 122 prey, Job I. 25, 26. There is lets nd in your glats | 
hoy, than there vas yeſternight; this fpan-length of ever- 
poiting time, will ſoon be ended: Bur the greater is the 
erg of God; the mo years ye get to advice upon what =. 
ams, and upon what conditions; ye caſt your ſoul i» the | 

| age | 


256 MI. Ratherforwrds Pois 
nge gulf of neye - ending eternity. The Lord hath col 


making m%y to another, as the ninth wave of the /; 


IT, f1 The 
4 co The 


vited againſt to morrow to dine with his Friends, and red. 
Theſe man days 1 had no morrow at all. I am oth © wen, 
von: Shew your felt, a Chriitian, by ſufferirg without yy, 
#uring, Tor wiich fin, fourteen. thouſund and feven bur 
were (lain, Numb. xyi 49. In paticnce poſlels your (21! : 
they Joie nothing, who gain Chriit. Thus, remembring . 
Brother's and my Wife's humble ſervice to your Lad⁵U , 
commend. you to the mercy and grace or our Lord }ctus, 
ſuring you, that your day is coming, and that God's nere 
abiding,” you, The Lord feſus be with your ſpirit, | 


have not a error; As the wile father aid, whe, beine , 


Anwotb ſan. 15. Tours in the Lord Feſt at all d 
168. v ful obedience, S. *. 
To my Indy K E NM UR E. 


Madam, | 
Goring you in ſeſus Chriſt, to my grief I mull bid 
a) (it may be) tor ever farewel in paper, having {mal! 4- 
ſurance ever to ce your face again, till the laſt gener! aficr 
bly, where the whole Church univerſal ſhall meet: Yet pre- 
miſing, by his grace, to preſent your Ladyſhip, and your bur 
dens co him, ho is able to ſave you, and give you an inher. 
tance with the ſaints, after a more ſpecial manner than ever | 
have done before. Ye are going to à country, where the Sur 
of righteouineſs in the Goſpe! ſhineth not ſo clearly, as in 645 
Kingdom ; but if ye weuld know where he, whem our foi) 
loveth, doth reft, and where feedeth at the moontide of the 
day, wherever ye be, get you forth by the -foutſtgps of it: 
Nock, and feed your (elf beſide the Shepherd's tents, Cat. 
7- that is, ask for ſome of the wetchmen of the Lord's city, 
Why, will tel! you truly, and will cot, lie, where ye he ting 
kim, whom your ſoul loyeth ; I truſt ye arc 


” 
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ſo betrot ! 
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Epiſd 5. LETTERS. | 557 Fi 
od |: marriage to the true Chrift, that ye will not give your 10 
toy: to any falle brit: Ye know not how ſoon) our marriage. 
„ will come; nay, is not cternity hard upon you + it were 
ben, that ye bad your wedding-garment in readinſs Ba 
nat leeping at your Lord's coming, | pray God, ye may 
aon your feet ſtanding, when he knocketh. Be not 
a0 oh taged to go from this country to another part Of the 
Lord's carth ; The earth it bi, and the fulneſs thereof, 
Fil xciv. 1. This is the Lord's lower houſe ; while we 
ire lodged here, we have no affurance to lie ever in one 
amber, hut mult be content to remove from one Corner. 
& 017 Lords nether-houſe to another, reſting in hope, that, 
„hen we come up the Lord's upper-city, Ferujalem that. 1 
gebe, we mall remove no more; becaule then we ſhail be at 
hom”. Aud, go whereſoever ye will, it your Lord go with" 
Wage ire at home: and your lodging is ever taken before 
„ght, lo long as he, who is 1/rae!'s Dwelling-houte, is your 


Houms, Ffal. xo. 1. Believe me, Madam, my mind is, that fl. 
ye are well lodged, and that in your houle there are fair eaſe- 100 
and pleaſant lights, it ye can in faith lean down your, 1 
Wach upon the breait of Jeſus Chriſt ; and till this he, ye ſhall ob 
een get a found ſſeep. Jeius, Telus he your ſhzdow and your, 1 


ing lt is a ſweet ſoul-ſleep to lie in che arms of Christ, 
ls breath is very ſweer. Pra; for poor friendlets Zion 5 
as! no nn will ipeak for her now, although 2t home in 
ver on country The hath good Friends, ner Husband Chriſt, 
a1t his Father, her Father- in law: Beſeech your Husband to 
be friend to Zion, and pray tor her, I have received. many 
divers daſhes and heavy ſtrokes, ſince the Lord called 
me ti the Hy but indeed 1 eftecm your departure 
om us amongſt the weighteſt: but I perceive, God will baye 
to be deprived. of whatſoever we idolize, that he may 
eis own room. I ſee exceeding ſmall fruit of my Mr- 
%%%, and would be glad to know of one ſoul, to be m 
hn and” rejoicing in the day of Chriſt. Though I ſpend- 
1 {rrength in vain yet my labour is with ny God, Iſa. 
4. I wiſh and pray, that the Lord. would harden my 
ah ainſt all, and make me to learn to go with my face #-" 
4 4 ſtorm. Again I commend you, body and jhirit, = 
© en, Who hath loved us, and waſhed us from our fin in i i 
tis 0wn blood. Grace, grage, grace for ever be with uu. 
Priy, pray continually. #1 E . i 
{nnoth Sept. 14. Dar Ladyſhip's at all dutiful obe. 
1629. Aienes in Chriſt, S. R. To 
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mend that piece of- work again : no man ſinneth twice in d 


Mr. Rutherfo0rd”s Epiſt 5 
T. JOUN KENNEDY. 


lovin and mult affeſti mate Brother in Chriſi, 
1 Salute you with grace, mercy. and peace from Cod wy 
i ather, and from our Lord., Jeſus Chriſt. I promi 
write ta you, and although late enough, yet now Im 
owe | heard with/grief, of your great danger of per 
y.the fea, but ct your merciful deliverance with ver Sur: 
Lam, Brother, Satan will leave no ſtone unrollecd ( 
proverb is) to roll you off your Rock, or, at leaſt, to h 
and unſettle you : For at the ſame time, the mouths of 1 {-) 
ed men were opened in hard ſpeeches againſt you, by .::4 - 
and the prince of the power of the air was angry with yu, 
by ſea. See then how much ye are obliged to that ma'icing 
murderer, who would beat you with two rods at one: 
but, bleſſed be God, his arm is ort: If the ſea and 114); 
would have obeyed him, ye had never come to land. ly! 
your God, who ſaith, Rev. i. 11. I have the keys of bel ani 
of death. Deut. xxxii. 39. I hid and mate aliut 1 Sam. ii. 
The Lord bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 
If Satan were jayloy, and bad the keys of death and of the 
grave, they ſuould be ſtored with more prifaners. Ye were 
knocking at theſe black gates, and ye found the: doors ſhut 1 
and we do all welcome you back again. truſt, ye know i 
is not for nothing, that ye arc are ſent to us again: Vit 
Lord knew, ye had forgotten ſomething that was neceffary f 
your journey; that your. armour was not as yet thick enο 
againſt the ftroke of death. Now, in the ſtrength of Hela, 
diſpatch: your buſineſs ; that debt is not forgiven, but fi 


388 


Death hath not bidden you farewel, but hath only left jou 


for a ſhort ſeaſon. End your journey, ert the nighe come pc 
von; have all in readineſs againſt the time, that ye muſt al 
through that black and impetuous Jordan; and Jelus; Jelus, 
who Fnoweth both theſe depths, and the rock, and all the 
coaits, be your Pilot; the laſt tide will not wait for you or: 
moment: If ye forget any thing, when your {ea is full, and 


6 yo_ foot in that ſhip, there is no returning again to fetch it. 


har ye do amiſs in your life 22 ye may amend 110 
wrorr#w 2 for as many ſuns as God maketh to atiſe upon you, 
ye have as my new lives: but ye can die hut once 5 and if 
ye mar or ſpill that buſineſs, ye cannot come back c. 


* 
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il, as we die hut once, ſo we dic but ill or well Grice, F Ye 11 ; i 
{ how the number ol your months is written in God's book; 10 
a one of the Lord's hirelings, ye mult wert till the ſhe- 
{;w of the evening come upon you, and ye ihall run out, your. 
less even to the laſt phkie of fand : fulfil your courle wit 
+; tor we take nothing to the grave with us, but a good. ar 
ii n{cionce. And although the ct clear after this ſtorm, 70. 
nde will engender another. Ye, contracted with Chtiſt, L 
hope. ſhen firſt ye began to tollow him, that ye would beat; 
his crols; fulfil your part of the contract with Patience, and. 
dot to Jeſus Chriſt : Be boneſt, Brother, in your, ba- 
„ine with him; for who knoweth better how to bring up 
aten than our God ? For. (to lay aſide his knowledpe, ot 
the which, there is no ſearching out) he hath been pra@ilcd 
in bringing up his Heirs theſe f ve thouſand gears, and bis 
ieee re all well brought up, and many of them ate hogeſt 
den now 2t home, up in their own houte in heaven, and are 


enced heirs to Their Father's inheritance, Now, the form of 
ki: bringing-up was by chaſtiſements, ſeourging, correctigg. 
anbeirg; Sec if he maketh exception of any of his bal n,, 

kev. ili. 19. Heb." Xii. 7, 8. No: His eldeit Son and bis 
Jieſac, is not excepted, Heb, ii. to. Suffer we muſt: exe, 
ve were born, God decreed it; and it is eafjer to complain, 
ug ocoree, than to change It. It is true, terrors of copſcienes 
call us daun; and yet without terrors of conſcience we, cat- 

we bo raiſed up again : fears and douixtings ſhake us; and 

1 without fears and deubtings''we would foon fleep, and; 
Ie our grips of Chriſt ;'T ribulation and temptatiors Will 
nat looke us at the root; ard yet without tribulations Ad 
tempuarions we can now no more grow, than herbs or .corn 
vithout rain. Sin and Satan, and the wort? will lay, apd cry. 
in 027 er, that we have a hard, reckoning to make in judg- 
nent ; and yet none of theſe three, except they lic, dare fly. 
in cur face, that our ſin ean chunge the tenor of the new c- 
chart. Forward then; dea“ Brother, and loſe not your gtips 3 
hol faſt the truth, for the world lell not one drahm-weißht, 
» God's truth, eſpecially now when moſt men meaſure truth 
5 ume, like young ſeamen Etting theic compals by a gloud: 
For now time is father and mother to truth, in the thöug bes 
practices of our evil time. The God of truth eſtabliſh ns 3 
das | now there are none to comfort the priſoners of hope, 
an! the mourners in Zion: We can do little, except pray and 


mourn for Fofeph in the 1 : And let their tongue yooy. 
A Y 


$3 W wil 


0 the roof of cheir mouth, who forget Jeruſalem n 


Tove in Chriſt; and thew him from me, I do alm 1+ 


90 Mr. Rutherfoor ds Epilt, 6 


33 } 
xt 


day : And the Lord remember Eder. and render to n. ;; 
he hach dohe to us. Now, Brother, I will. not eas, __ 


but I intreat you, remember my deareſt love to Ms. 7..;1 


Dickſon, with whom L have ſmall acquaintance ; v-t | 11.5 


ien 


the Lord, know, he bot; prayeth and, doth tur wy Ain 
Kirk. Remember my deareſt ſove to Fobn Stewer!, wh, | 


Nis 
ber him, and hope for a meeting: Tbe Lord ſeſu ot! 
him more and more, though he be already a rng u 


Curiſt. Remember my heartieſt affection in Chriſt to !! 4/1, 


Rodger, whom I alſo remember to God: I wiſh the nett ut N 
hear of him, and you, and all that love our common . 

our, in choſe beunds, may be, that ye are ſo knit and ni, 

and kind!y faſtned in love with the Son of God, that „ my 
y, Now, if me would never ſo fain eſcape out e Criſt 

Hands, yet love hath ſo heund vs. that we cannot get cur | nd; 
J ; > 


Fee ag ain; he hath ſe raviſbed our heart, that there u 115] F 


of his grips; the chains v5 by ſoul-ravifhing lot e a |» firms, 
that the grave por d:ath will not break them. | hope, 
ther, yea, I doubt not of it, but ye lay me, and my frlt c/ 
fry to the Lord's Vincyard, and my flock before him, s', 
hath put ine in his work; às the Lord knoweth, Gnce drt 


* 
4 
£7 


” & 
** 


nw you; 1 have been mindful af you. Marien A ,ẽEe 


doth remember moſt heartily her dove to you, and 0 7.41 
S*ewart 2 Bleſſed be the Lord, that in God's mercy | une 
in this country ſuch a woman, to whom Telus is deter: 
her on heart, when there be ſo many that caſt Chriit + 
ver their ſhoulder. Good Brother, call to mind the mo» 15 


of your worthy father, now alleep in Chriſt; and, „u- 


tow was, 113 continually, and wreſtle for the lite of a 41117 
breathleſs Kirk: and deſire Fobn Stewart not to forget . 
Tien; ſhe hath fe friends, and few to ſpeak one good » i 
tor her. Now I commend you, your whole foul and by +11 


ſpirit, to err Chriſt and his keeping, ho ing ye will die and 


live, ſtand and fall, with the caule of our Maſter, ſeſus 
Lord Jeſus himſelf be with your ſpirit. 


An wot hb. Feb. 20 Jour loving Brother in our Lord 
1632. | Feſus, 5 R. 


— Ä— 


? 


LETTERS. 391 
To wy Lad k EN M UR E. 


Fort 7. 


Madam, e oe Bot ace 1 ir He 
Have longed exceedingly to hear of your life and healthy 
{ -n4 growth in the grace of God. I lacked the opportuni- 
ty of a bearer, in reſpect I did not underitand of the- haſty 
/orartrire of the laſt, by whom I might have ſaluted your 
L; and therefore. I could not write before this time. I 
it eat you, Madam, let me have two lines from you, corm 
rwe your prelent condition: I know ye are in grief anc 
eivinels, and if it were not fo, ye might be afraid, becauſe 
ten tour way ſhould not be fo like the way that our Lord. 
„ beadeth to the New Jeruſalem. Sute | am, if ye knew 
hat were before you, or if ye law but ſome glanc-s of it, ye 
would with gladneſs twim through the preſent Hoods of fer- 
re, preading forth your arms vut of deſire to be at land. 
if God have given you the earneſt of the Spirit, as part of 
p43 11-at of God's 332 ſum, ye have to rejoicę; for our 
Lord will not loſe his earneſt, neither will he go. back or re- 
dont m of the bargain, It ye find at forme time a longing 
10 128 God, % in the aſſurance of that ſig ht ( how beit that 


eat be but like the Paſſover, that comerh about only once 2 


year ) peace of conſcience, liberty of prayer, the doors of 
God's treaſure caſten up to the foul 3 and 4 clear ſight of im- 
booking out, and 1aying, wich a ſmilling countenance, 


bine to me, affliſted ſoul : this is the earneſt that he giy= 


bometimes, and which maketh glad the heart, and is an 
: 1i4eace that the bargain will hold. But to the end ye ma 

ce» this earneſt, it were good to come oft in terms of ſpeec 

ch God, both in prayer and hearing of the word: For this 
the houſe of wine, wheres ye meet with your Welbeloved ; 
here it is where he kiſſeth you with the kiſſes of his mouth, 
art where ye feel the ſmell of his garments, and they have in- 
4d + moſt fragrant and glorious imell : Ye mult, I fay, wait 
vp: him, and be often communing with bim, avhoſe lips ara 
dies, dropping Jweet ſwelling Myrrhe, and by the mov- 


ing thereot he will aſſwage your grief; for the Chriſt thag 
\ay2th you, is a ſpeaking Chriſt ; the Church knoweth him, 
ant. ii by his voice, and can diſcern his tongue amongſt a 


thouland : I fay this, to the end ye ſhould not love thole dumb 
masks of Antichriſtian ceremonies, that the Church, where 
/* 3:4 for à time, hath caſten over the Chriſt, whem your 
* _ A " 2 3 — ſoul 

5 


ſuffer frty years trouble for him, ſince they hays uch 


- Bll ye and he come up to his Father's houſe together: He 


22. For the viſien js for an appointed time, but at the end i 


F 2 V T. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. of 
oul loveth: This is to ſet before you a dumb ch. 
when our Lord cometh, he ipeaketh to the heart in the {17 Fi 
city of the Goſpel. I have neither tongue nor pen, to exp"; 
to you the bappineſs of ſuch as are in Chriſt : When ve |... 
fald all that 5c have, and bought the field wherein thi; 1 
3s, ye will think it no bad vrarket; for if ye be in him, all {i 
worers, and ye are in him: therefore becauſe he Jivet!,. „ 


vs 4 1! 
tive alſo, John xiv. 19. And what is that elle, bur as if 0 


ele 
Son had faid, I will nt have bea ben, except reden. 


be with me; they and 1 cannot live aſunder; Abide in me, ,1/ 
{ in you, John iv. 5. O ſweet communion, when Crit 111 
we are through other, and are no longer two? f Ia 


that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be with me where | 2m. 


to beheld my glory that thou haſt given me, John xvii 24 
Amen; dear Feſus, let it be according to that word. \ wor! 
that ever your heart ſhould be caſten down, if ve belleve t 
truth; and they are not worthy of Jeſus Chriſt, wio wil 


* 


rious promiſcs: but we fools believe thoſe promises, 

man that read Plates writings, concerning the im tal 
or the ſoul; fo long as the bock was in his hand, he bc 
all was true, aud that the /v&1 could not die; Hit eh 
he laid by the book, preſently he began to imagine, tha: the 
ſeul is but a ſmoke or airy vapour, that periſheth wit! tt 
ws pate. of the breath: So we at farts do aſſent to the 
and precious promiſes; but laying aſide God's book, we Los 

to call in queſtion. It is faith indeed to believe withou - 
Pledge, and to hold the heart conſtant at this work, ard whey 
we doubt, to run to the law and to the teſtimony, and 9 
there: Madam, hold you here; bere is your Father's “4. 
ment, read it, in it he hath left to you remiſſion of {ins and 
tife everlaſting. If all that ye have here be croſſes and neu- 
bles, dowr-caſtings, frequent deſertions,.. and departu:: d 
the Lord, who is ſuiting you in marriage, Courage; he wis 
is Wocer and, Suiter, ſhould not be an houſho!d-man with you, 


purpoſeth to do you good at your latter end, Dent. viii. 16 
and to give you reſt from the days of adverſity, Pſul. xciv. 13 
it i; good to bear the yoke F God in your youth, Lam» iii. 77+ 
Turn in ta your ſtrong hold as a priſoner of hope, Zech. ir 


Hall ſpeak and not lig; though it tarry, wait for it bee 
it wil ſurely come, it will not terry, Hab. iis 2. Hear * 


- 
"ide 9 
* 


bay. 


Epiſt. 8. LETTERS. 
ſaying, Iſu. xxvli. ac. Come my pe pie { rejoice, he calleth 
enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhat thy doors 4+ 
the; hide thy ſeif, % it were for a little moment, till the 
,{irnation be paſts Believe then, believe ard be layed : 

t vot hard, if ye get not your will, or your delighes in 
lite z God will have you to rejoice in nothing but hime 
1 ad forbid that ye ſhould rejoice in any thing buc in 
t as of Chriſt, Gal. LV. 18. ur Churcn, Madan 18 
ning; the is like Ephraim's cake, and gray hairs are here 
4 there apon her, and tne knoweth it. not, Heſ. vii. 9. She 
is oid and gray-haired, near the grave, and no man taketh it 
tr heart ; Her wine is {orvre and is corrupted. Now, if Phi- 
nes wiſe Aid live, ſhe might travail in birth ad die, to 
-> thy ark of God taken, and the glory departing from our 
har: The power and life of Religion is away: be to u, 
tor the day goeth away, for the ſhadows of the evening are 
fret cd out, Jer. vi. 4+ Madan, Zion is the ſhip wherein 
| /c are carried to Canaan ; if ſhe ſuffer ſhipwreck, ye will be 
caſt-n over-board, upon death and lite, to !wim to land up- 
en broken boards: It were time for us, by prayer, to putt upon 

f our Maſter - pilot Jeſua, and to cry, Maſter, ſave us, we ge- 

. Grace, grace be with you. We would think it a bleſhng 

; % our Kirk, to ſee you bere; but our ſins withhold good 

things ttom us. The great Meſſenger qi the Covenant pre- 

lerye you in body and [pirit. 3 

guwoth Feb. 1. 1630. Tours in the Lord, S. K. 


A. — O_—_—_ * 


wy Lady K E N MU RE. 


7 


_ 


0 


Ma aa my 

* Race, mercy and peace be multiplied. upon you : 7 re- 
(; ceived your Ledyſbip's Letter, in the which 7 perceive, 
your cale in this world Imelleth of worſhip and communion 
with the Son of God, in his ſufferings. Le cannot, ye muſt 
"ot have a more pleaſant or more Ia — condition here, than he 
"xd, who head affli lions was made per felt, Hel. ii. 10. 
We may indeed think, cannot God bring us to heaven with 
coc and proſperity? Who doubteth but be can“ But his 
ivhnite wiſdom thinketh, and decreeth the contrary ; and we 
dan hot (ee 4 reaſen of it, yet he bath a moit juſt reaſon. We 
ever with our eyes ſaw gur own fqui, yet we bave a foul 5 


1 * 


we es many rivers, but we know not their firſt pring and 


iginal fountain yet they have a beginning. Madam, when 
1 E 


7 


3 7 4 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epi, 9 
ye are come to the other fide of the water, and have {1 do 
your foot on the Hore of glorious eternity, and look bar 1. 
gain to the Waters, and to your weariſom journey, and h 
ſee in that Clear glaſs of c:dief, glory, nearer to the hot I 
God's wiſdom; ye ſhal]l then be torced to ſay, God (1/7 f 
acne otherwiſe with me than he hath done, I had nee 1; t 
to the en jeu ing of this Crown of Glory. It is vour 4+ ; 
ro to believe, and iufer, and hope, and wait on: For 1 9. ö 
teſt in the preſence of that all- diſcerning Eye, who euch ; 
what / write, and what J think, that 7 would not want t | 
frveet exnerience of the conſolations of Cod, for all the it 
veis of affliction ray, whether God come to his child e th 
2 rod or a crown, if he come himſelt with it, it is well ; m-/. 


come, welcome Feſus, what way ſvever. thou come, it me 44 | 
get æ ſight of thee,” And ſure ] am, it is becter to be tick pra- 
viding Chriſt come to che-bed-lide, and draw by the c, 


and lay, Courare, I am thy ſalvation, than to creo at, 
being luſty and ftrong, and never to be. viſited of Gd. . 
SY and dear Lady, in the ſtrength of Chriſt, fight ang . 
come: Ye are now your alone, but ye may have, ie 
&eking, three always in your company, the Father, 5.1, rt 
Pry Spirit J truſt they are near you. Ye are now deprives 
af che comfort of a lively miniſtry, ſo was Jſraz! :n the 


_ captivity; yet hear God's promilc to chem, Ezet. 15 


Theref ve ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Although I bn 
them: far off emcing the heathen, aud aithougb 1 har 
red hr n among the countries, yet will Ibe to them as a bi + 
ſanttuary, in the countries wbere they ſhall come: be 
Sarctuary, for a Sanftuarzy, God himielf in the place 4 
room of the temple of Ferujaltm: I truit in God, carrying 
this temple about with you, ye ſhall ſee Fehovah's 2 R; 
in' his houſe. We are in great fears of a great and {© 
trial ti come upon the Kirk of God; for theſe, who Wound 
build their houſes and neſts upon the aſhes of mourring, 7 
faiem, have drawn our king upon hard and dangerous 
ions, againſt ſuch as are termed Puritans, for the 191"; 
ef them out. Our Prelates (the Lord take the keys of bis H 
tr enn theſe bafier d-porters) aſſure us; that for ſuch as WIH Ta; 
coriorm, theres nothing but impriſpnment and deprive” 


Ine Spoule of Jeſus will ever be in the fre; but /trut inn) 


God, the ſhall not corfame, becauſe af the good-will of pun 
who dwelleth in the Buſh, for he divelleth in it with 90 
will. All ſorts of crying fans without controulment aþour” !? 
1 1 | | £ar 
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-ur land ; the glory of the Lord is departing from {ſ-2e!, a 
-14 the Lord is looking back over his ſhoulder, to {ze if any 
Tord tarry, and no man requeſteth him to ſtay. Cor- 
11p!: ard falle docttine is openly preached by the idol · ſuep- 
herd of the land. For my ſelf, J have daily griets, through 
the diſobedience unto, and contempt of the word of God, I 
is lummoned before the high Commiſſion by a 7 | 
cor in this pariſh, convicted of inceſt : in the buſineſs, Mr, 
Alis2nder Culvill (for reſpect to your Ladyſhip ) was my great 
tend, and wrote a molt kind Letter to me: {he Lord give 
hin meren in that day. Upon the day of my compearance, 
aud winds refuſed to give paſſage to the biſuop of St. 
Anir:ws, 1 intreat your TLadyſhip, thank Mr. Alexan ler 
C-/4///] with two lines of a letter. My wite now, after a long 
diſaaſꝭ and torment, for the ſpace of a year and month, is de- 
perted this lite: the Lord hath done it. bleſſed be his Name. 
ve been diſeaſed of a fever tertian tor the {pace of thir- 
ten weeks, and am yet in that ſickneſs, to that / preach but 
cnce on the ſabbath with great difficulty: I am not able either 
© vilit or examine the Congreg.tion. The Lord Jeſus be 
with your TS 


gaweth, June 28. Tour Ladyſhip's at all obedi- 
3» ' SN ence, S. R. | 
ak . | | 
To my Lacy K ENM UR E. — 1} 
Madam, * 


Aving ſaluted you in the Lord Jeſus, I thought it my 
HH duty, having the occaſion of this bearer, to write a+ 
tun unto your Lady ip, though I have no new purpoſe, 
but what 1 wrote of beture: Yet ye cannot be too often a- 
dyed to go forward towards your City, fince your way is | 
!orp, and (for any thing ye know) your day is ſhort and | 
your Lord requireth of you, as ye advance in years, and itcal 4 
lorward inſent;hly towards eternity, that your faith may grow i 


a4 cipen tor the Lord's harveſt ; for the great Husbandman 
g.rerh a ſeaſon to his fruits, that they may come to maturity; 
and having potten their fill of the tree, they may be then ha- 
en and gathered in for his uſe : whereas the wicked rot upon 
the eee, and their branch ſhall not be green, Fob XV. 32, 
„ He ſhall ſhake off his unripe grapes as the vine, and ſball 4! 
caſt eff bis flower as the olive. It is God's mercy to vou, 
#44442, that he giveth you your fill, even to ae 
| a 4 ˖ 


— 


. 
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this bitter world, that ye may willingly leave it, and, 
full and ſate ed banqueter, long for the drawing of tl. . 


ble: And at laſt, having trampled under your fect, all the ror» 


pleaſures, that are under ſun and moon; ard having rejuiced s 
cho ye reJoiced not, and having bought as though ye pod 
not, 1 Cor. vii. 30. Ve may, like an old crazie ſhip, arrive 2t yous 
Lord's harbour, and be made welcome, as one ol the, 


>> 10 
3 *. 423 


have ever had one foot, looſe from this earth, longiag 114; 


o 
1% 


Place, Where your ſoul ſhall feaſt ard banquet for ev 2c.) ©. 
ver, upen a glorious fight of the incamprebenſfible Trinity, 
ard where, ye ſhall ſec the fair face at the Man Chrift, r 
the beautiful face, that was once, for your cauſe, mort nr. 
red than any of the yiſages of the ſons of men, Iſa. v.. 
ard was all covered with {pitting and blood. Be content rs 
Wade through the waters betwixt you and glory with bin, 
Holding bis hand faſt ; for he knoweth all the toords : He 
It ye may bid act, yet ye cannot drown, being in his com- 
Pan); and ye may, all the way to glory, fee the "ay bede ed 
With bis biopd, who is the Fore- runner: be not 2fraid there- 
tre, When ye come even to che black and ſwelling rr 
death, to put in your tobt and wade after him; the current, 
how ſtrong ſoever, cannot carry you down the water to ul 
the bn 0: God, his death and reſurrection are fteppirge/tnc: 
and a ſtay to you; ſet down your feet by {faith upon thele tons 
ard go through as on dry land. If ye knew what he is vrepar- 
ing tor you, ye would be too glad; he will not (it may he 
ve you a iull araught till ye come up to the well- head, and 


_ drink, yes driak abundantly of the 8 river of the watt r of 
ri 


5 that proceedeth out from the throne of God, and Hon 
the Lamb, Rev. xxii. 1. Madam, tire not, weary not; | cit 
Find yau the Son of God caution, when ye are got uptlüth 
and baye caſten your eyes to view the golden city, an 2 
fair and never-withering tree of life, that heareth twelue mas 
Ber of fruits every mouth, ye ſhall then ſay; Four and wort; 
hours abode in that place is worth threeſcore and ten years (or- 
row upon earth. If ye can but ſay, ye long earneſtly to bb 
red up thick-r (as 1 hope, you cannot for ſhame dec um 
the honour ot having wrought that deſice in your loul; (47 
hath your Lord given you ap earneſt * And, Madam 
belic de that our Lord will loſe his 'carneſ}, and rue of thc | ” 
&8it and change his mind, as if he were a man chat can lic. 
&r the ſon of man that can repent? Nay, he is unchangeabic, 


and the fame this /car ehat he was the former year A 


918 


don 
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n Telus, whe upon earth cat and drank with publicans and 
Hners, and ſpake and conterred witt, iv hores and harlots, and 
dul out bis holy hand, and touched the lepers filthy skin, and 
"ng cvermore nigh ſinners, even now in glot), is yet thas 
me Lord: his honour and his great court in heaven hath nt 
u bim forget his poor friends on earth : In him, honours: 
change not manners, and he dotii yet de lire your com p 
T4 him for the vid Chriſt, aud claim ſtill kindnets to him, 
d ſay, Ob it is ſo, be is net changed, but I am chunged x 
Nay, iu is 4 part of his unchangcable love, and an article of 


EY 
Z 


due new covenant, to keep you that ye cannot diſpone him, | ; 
dor {11 him: He hath nos played faſt and looſe with us, in | 

2 covenant of grace; ſo that we may run from him at our 1 
ure: His love hath made the bargain ſurer than ſo; tor 1 


(«145 2 the Cautioner is bound tor us, Heb. vii. v. 22. And it 
et tand with bis horour, to die in the barrows (as we ſuſe 
*g ay) and loſe thee, whom he muit render again to the Fa- 
Der, when he ſhall give + the kingdom to him, Crnoſert 
ind ay Amen to the promiſes, and ye have ſealed that God is 
a, and Chrift is yours: This is an caſte market; e but 
bo on with faith; for Chriſt ſuffered all, and paid all. Ma- 


lam, (caring 1 be tedious to your Ladyſbip, I muſt ſtop here, 
i-{icing, always to hear that your Ladyſbip is well, and that 
dave ſtill your iace up the mountain. Pray for us, Madan, 
er Zion, Whereo! ye are a part: We expect a trial; God's 
rat in this land muſt go through Satan's ſieve, but their 
{11h ſhall not fail. I am ſtill wreſtling in our Lord's Work, 
ard have been tried and tempted with brethren, whe look a- 
te the goſpel. Now he that is able to keep you until that 
ay. preſerve your foul, body and ſpirit, and preſent you before 
is elch his own Bride, ſpotleſs and Þlamelels. 
Anwith, Nov. 26. Tour Ladyſhip's to be commanded al- 
163. ways in the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


——äI c ͤM—ñ ea — : www 


To my Lady K E N MAU R E. 


— 


4 Au, 


; Angrieved exceedingly that ybur Ladyſai? fhould think, 
Leer 11ve cauſe to think, that ſuch as love you in God, in 
S 00 4!3EY, ATE forgetful of you : For my feilt, Madam, I 
OW f2.Your Ladyſhip all evidences of i} bigh rel ec (in the 
and of my Lord, whole truth preach, I am bold ro ſay it) 
07 2115 rich grace in you. My Cemmunion put of till the end 


398 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 19, 
of a longſom and rainy har ueſt, and the pretbyterial exe, ir 
(as the bearer can inform your Ladyſhip) hindred werte 
vou: And for my people's fake (finding them like bet ir, 
that covieth being out. of the fire, and that is pliable t * 
14; do not ſtir abroad, neither have l left them at 
fince your Lady ſoip was in the cauutriy, lave at one tune 
about two years ago; yet t dare not ſay but it is a fat 0 
beit no defect in my afe#:en; and I truſt to make it vn 2 
gain, io ſoon as poſſihly l am able to wait upon you, j1-. 
dam, I have no new purprſe to write unto you, but Gi + 
zvhich I think, nay, which our Lord thinketh needty!, 
one thing, Mary's good part, which ye have choſen, Lt x, 
42. Madam, ail that God katn, both bimicelt and ths 4. 
tures, he is dealing and parting amongſt the fons of Ha- 
there are none ſo poor, as that they can ſay in his fas, 27s 
hath given them noitbing ; but there is no {mall dae b=tiv; wr 
the gte given to lawfedl bairns, and to baſtards: And the 
mort greedy ye are in luiting, he more willing he is:: 
delighting to be called per banded, | hope vour e 
laboureth to get aſſurance of the ſuteſt patrimny, even 7.4 
bimſelf. Ye will und inchriſtianity, that God aimeth, in: l. 
dealings with his chiidren, to bring them to a high cone 
of, and deadly feud with the world; and to fet an hign nice 
upon Chriſt, and to think him, Ons who cannot be bc. 


17 


for gold, and weil-worthy the nghting for: And for no of 


cauſe, Madam, loth the Lord withdrew from you the cn 
aiſh toys and the earthly delzghts, that he giveth unto others ; 


but that he may have you wholly to hHimſelf: Think th-retore 


of the Lord, as of one who cometh to woo you in marri2y”, 
when ye are in the furnace; he ſceketh his anſwer of you ir 
afflictien, to fee if ye will ſay, Even ſo I take him. Madam, 
give him this anſwer preſently, and in your mind do nt g. 
eretly grudge nor murmure. Mhen be is ſtriking you in {--, 
beware to ſtrike again, that is dangerous; for thole who Hf. 
again, ſhall get the laſt blow, If I hit not upon the ia 

ſtring, it is becauſe I am not acquainted with your La e 
P slert condition; but I believe your Zadyſhip goeth on. roo! 
aughing, and putting on a good countenance before 1. 
world, and yet ye carry heavineſs about with you. 10 
well, Madam, not to make them witneſſes of your grief, wi 
cannot be carers of it: But be excecding charitable of your 
dear Lord. As there be ſome friends worldly, of whom }* 
will not entertain an tt; far more ought ye to be. 


licre 


"Mi 
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li-ve gerd evermore of your dear Friend, that lovely air 
n, Jeſ Chriſt. The thorn is one ot the moſt curied and 
2ro7y and crabbed4 weeds, thet the earth yicldeth, and yet 
ous of it pringeth the roſe, one of the ſweeteſt - ſmelica 
fonwyers, and mptt delighttul to the eye, that the earth hath : 
Your Lord: ſha) make joy and gladneſs out of your afflali- 
for all his roſes have 2 fragrant ſmell. V. 217 for the. time, 


un bis own holy band ſhall hold them to your note: and if 


„ would have preſent comfort under the crots. he much in 
vrayer; for at that time your faith kifleth Chritt, and he 
Lileeh the ſoul. And O it the breath ot his holy mouth be 
wert! 1 dare be caution, out of lome imall experience, that 
ic tha!! not be beguiled ; for the wirid (yea, not a jew num- 
bur ot God's children) know not well what thit is, which they 

| 2Cod-bead. But, Madam, come near to the G d- ed, and 
004. down t the bottom of the well; there is much in hin, and 


Wet were that death to drown in fuch a wel: Your grief 


tilcth Jzberty to work upon your mind, when ye are not 
Ma in the meditation ot the ever-delighting and all-bleiled 
„ Arad. If ye would ley the price ye give out (winch is but 
eme lew pears pain nd trouble) bæſide the commodities ye 
«1c {© receive, ye would ſee they are not worthy to be laid in 
ihe ape together; but it is nefwure that maketh you look 
al ye give out, and weakneſs ef faith that hindreth you 
© ee what ye mall take in. Amerd your hope, and rid 
your taithtul Lord a while; he maketh himſelt your debtor 
in the NEW Covenant ; he 1s honeſt, take his word, Nabu i. 
fiction ſpall not ſpring up the ccd time. Rev. Xx. 7. 
i that overcometh ſhall mherit all thinss.. Of all things 
den which ye want in this life, Madam, I am able to lay 
thing, if that be not believed, which ye have, Rev. ii. 7. 
#1 Rev. iii. 5. The overremer ſpall be clithed in white rate 
"cut, ccc. and ver. 28. To the. overcomer 1 will give to fit 
%% me in my throne, as 1 overcame and um ſet dgwn with 
Father in hu throne. Contider, Madam, if ye are not 
gu up now, and far ben in the palace of our Lord, when 
are upon a throne in white raiment, at lovely Chriſt's 
,. 5 thrice fools are we, Who, like new-born princes 
weeping in the cradle, know not that there is a kingdom be- 
them! Then let, our Lord's ſweet hand ſquare us and 
mmer us, and ſtrike off the knots of pride, ſelf-love, and 
w id-worſhip, and infidelity, that he may make us ſtones and 


— 


5 — 


674 in his Father's houſe, Rey, Bis 12. Madam, what 


P 1 * * 


' 
k 


2 TIT a 
—— * 


— 2 


% 's a * 
* 
CC ˙ Au Ya 


”- 


= 
— 


** — 
— - * 2 
—— — — % 


think ye to fake binding with the fair Corner-ſton: 
The Lord give you wiſdom to believe and hope, your de, 
coming. I hope to he witneſs of your i, 25 1 arc 
nearer and beholder of your grief. | 
the Heir of the Crown, wos bad experience of | (;--11, 


Mr.*R#utherfoord's Epiſt. 11. 


© of j* 
e 


Think ye much to hn 


0 
1 1 
, 


and was acquainted with grief, Iſa. Vii. It were pride +, 


aim to be above the King's Son; it is more than we de 
that we are equais in glory, in à manner. 


Now, commer. 

ing you to the deareſt grace and mercy of God, I reſt 

Anuwotb, ſan 4. Dar Ladyſnip's at all 04-4, 
h 1632. in Cbriſt, S. R. 
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£o my Lady KENMU R E. 


Madam, 

Nacritanding, a little after the writing of my laſt tte, 
1 of the going of this bearer, I would not omit the op 
tumty of remembring your Tadyſhip, ſtill harping upon tl; 
Qing, which in our whale lifetime is never too often o 
Ec! upon, nor is our leſſon well enough learned, that h 
2 neceſſity of advancing in che way to the Kingdom o , 
of the contempt of the world, of denying our ſelf, and ber 
ing of our Lord's croſs ; which is no lefs neediul for vs, th; 
daily food; and among many marks that we ar: on this e 
ney, and under {all toward heaven, this is one, when the iev- 
of God to filleth our hearts, that we forget to love, and re 
too much for the having or wanting af other things; as 0 
extreme heat burneth out another. By this, Madam, 
now, ye have betrothed your ſou! in marriage to Chritt, 
when ye do make but imal! reckoning of all other tes 1: 
wooers, and when ye can (having little in hand, but much in 
hope) live as à young beir, during the time of his 
-<4 minority, being content to be as hardly handled, ana 
under as preciſe a reckoning, as ſervants; becaule his hope 
is upon the inheritance : For this cauſe, God's bairrs 44% 
wel with ſpoiling of their goods, Help. x. 34. wg n 
themſelves, that they bave in heaven a better, and an en. 
during ſubſtance. Thar day that the earth and the work: 
therein ſhall be burned with fire, 2 Pet. iii. 10. your bidder; 
hope and your hidden life thall appear: and therefore fine. 
ye have not now many years of your endleſs eternty, and 
know not how ſoon the skie above your head will rive, and 
"the Sen of man will he ſten in the clouds of beave!: 2 

11 


Foift. 11. LETTERS Ji 
beter and wiſer courſe can ye take, than to think that, your 
one foot is here, and your other feet in the lite to come, and 
e Cave off loving, deſir ing, or grieving, for the wants, that 
l be made up, When your Lord and ye ſhall meet, and 
wen ye Mall give in your bill that day of all your wants here e 
' your loſles be hot made up, ye have place to challenge the 
4/michty ; bat it-thall not be fo, Te hall then re jayce with joy 
/pcatable and full of glory, and your 9 ſhall none take from 
, John xvi. 22. It is enough, that the Lord hath promiled 
12.77 -atthings, only let the time of bettowing them be in his 
2wL carvings lt is not tor us to let an hour-glaſs to the-Crea- 
1 2; time, fince he and we differ only in the term of pay- 
ment: ſince he hath promiled payment, aud we believe it, it 
vo great matter; we will put that in his own m4ll, as the 
ren buyer, who cometh near to what the ſe ler lecketh, 
auth at laſt to refer the difference to his will, and lo cutteth 
© the courſe of mutual pi ging. Madam, do not pregg 
wih your Fay pray and gracious Lord, about the time 
ee luifilling of your jays: It will be, God hath ſaid it; 


(.at his harveſt, wait on upon bis wbitſunday: His day 1s 


better than your day; he putreth not the hook in the corn, till 
© be rips and full-cared. The great Angel of the Covenant 


bear you company till the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the voice 


0 the arch-angel awaken the dead. Ye ſhall find it your 
on Zapyineſs, under whatever thing diſturbeth and crofleth. 


the peace of your mind in this life, to love nothing for it ſelf, 
only God tor himſelf: It is the crooked love of forne Har- 
i:ts, chat they love bracelets, ear-rings, and rings, better 
gn the lover that ſendeth them: God will not be foloved ;.tor 
hit were to behave as harlots, and not as the chaſt Spouſe, 
£ abate from our love when theſe things are pulled away. 
Dur loye to him ſhould begin on earth, as it ſhall be in 'hea- 
ven: for the Bride taketh not by a thouſand degrees ſo much 
flight in her wedding-2arment, as the doth in her Bride» 
froom 1 ſo we, in the life to come, howhbeit clothed with glo- 
as with 2 robe, ſhall not be fo much affected wich the glorp 
chat goeth about us, as with the Bridegroom's joyful face and 
preſence. Madam, if ye can win to this here, rhe field. is 


wan; and your mind, for any thing ye want, or for any thing 


Nur Lord can take trom you, ſhall ſoon be calmed and quieted ; 
get himlelf as a pawn, and keep him, till your dear Lord come 
and 1-6ſe the pawn," and rue upon you, and give you all again; 
that he took from you, cven a thouſand tajents fos one pen 


\ | | 

402 Mr. Rutherfor ds Bpiſt. ;; 
Ir is not ill to lend God willingly, who other wife on 
and may take from you againtt your wil: It is good 1 Par 
the uturer with, and take in, inſtead of ten of the ning | 
an hundred of ten, often an hundred of one. Madam, 

ing to be tedious to you, I break off here, commend; +, 
(as I truſt to do, while I live) your perſon, ways, ba 
and ul that eoncerneth you, to that Almmghty, who is abe 
bezr you and your, burdens: I ſill remember you to h. 
who Will caule you one day to laugh. I expect that. 
ever ye can do by word or deed, for the Lord's frienciel 
Zn, ye will do it: ſhe is your Mother; forget ner nut, Gr the 
Lord intendeth to melt and toy this land, and it is hi 
we were all upon our feet, and falling about to try c 
we have to Chriit, It is like the Eridegroom will be ic; 
from us, and then we ſhall mourn. Dear Jeſur, rem ve nt 
elſe take us with thee! Grace, grace be with you toe ever. 


| Anwoth, an. 14. OUY Ladyſhi % at all A. m1 
1622. EG ebeazence, S. K 


Te y Lady K EN M UN E. 


Madam, 1 5 5 | 
Our Ladiſpip will not (I know) weary nor offend, tl" 

[ trouble you with many letters te memory ef whar 
obligations | am under to your Ladiſbip is the cauſe of ic, | 
am poſſibly impertinent in what I write, becauſe of my iy . 
rance of your prelent eſtate : But for all that is ſaid, I hay: 
learned of Mr. V. D. that ye have not changed upon, Nur 
wearied'of your iweet Maſter, Chrz/t, and his ſer vice; wei- 
ther were it your part to change upon him, who reſteth 5; 


love. Ye are among bencurable company, and ſuch as affe 


randeur and court. But, Madam, thinking upon your eltai:, 
1 think I ſee an improvident wocer coming too late to ech: 


Bride, becauie ſhe is contratted already, and promiſed a 


to another; and ſo the wooer's baking and bravery (wiv co- 
meth to you, as who but be) is in vain: the outward pong 
of this buſie wooer, a beg ailing world, is now coming in to ute 
your ſoul too late, when ye have promiſed away your ſon to 
Chriſt many years ago. And I know, Madam, what aufe 
ye may now juſtly make to the late ſuiter, even this, Te are 
too long of coming : my foul, the bride, is away already, and 
the contraſt with Chriſt ſubſcribed ; aud cannot chooſe, t 


I muſt be doniſt «nid faithful to him. Honourable Lady, koch 


YOU: 
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your firſt Jove, and nold the firit match with that loul-delight- 
ing \uy2ly Bridegroom, our ſweet, ſweet Fejia, fairer than 
a!' the children of men, the Roſe of Sharon, and the faireſt 
ind {ivceteſt ſmelled Roſe in all his Father's garden; there is 
none ike him: I would not exchange one ſmile of his lovely 
tee with kingdoms. Madam, let others take their f- feck- 
lels heaven in this life, envy them not; but ler your ſont, likes 
z t4rrowing and miſlearned child, take the dert: as we uſe 
to peak) or Caſt at ail things and diſdain them, except One 
; either Chriſt or nothing: Your Welbelaved ſeſus will 
be content, that yo be here d4euE,ẽ¶/kHY⁰H proud, and th to pleale, 


ene that contemneth all husbands but hiwſelf: Either the 


K1ne's Hon or no husband at all; this is humble and worthy 
«74617112 What have ye co do to dally with a woorifh and 
world? Your Jealous Husband will not be content that 
12 look by him to another; be will be jealous indeed and of- 
tend, it ye kiſs another but himſelf. /, hat weight do burden 
yu, Madem, I know not; but think ic g/eat mercy, that 
your Lord from your youth hath been hedging in your” out- 
rains aFettions, that they may rot go a-mhrring from him- 
eh: it ye were lis baſtard, he would not nurture you lo ; if 
ve were for the ſlaughter, ye would be fatned : But be con- 
Wnt, ye are his wheat growing in our Lord's field, Matth., 
c. 24,38, And ii wheat, ye muſt go under our Lord's threſh- 
ug 1nftrument, in his barn-floor, and through his ſieve, Amss 
A. . and through his miil to be bruiſed, as the Prince of your 
ation, Feſta, was, Jſa. liil. . that ye may be found good 
broad in your Lord's houle. herd Feſut, bleſs the ſpiritual 
"u522ndry, and ſeparate you from the chaff, that dow uot hide 
the wind. I am periwaded, your glaſs is ſpending it {elf by 
little and little; and if ye knew who is before you, ye would 
72;0:ce in your tribulations. think ye it a ſmall honour to 
tand before the throne of God and the Lamb, and to be clo- 


} 


td in white, and to be called to the marriage-ſupber of the 
Lamb, and to be led to the Fountain of living waters, and to 
com to the Vell. bead, even God himielf, and get your fill of 
te clear, cold, ſweet, retreſiing Water of life, the King's 
own Well, and to put up your own ſintul Hand ro the Tre? e 
ie and take down and ent the iweerMt Apple in all God's e 
i paradiſe, Jelus Chriit, your Life ard your Lord? Up 
bear ; ſnout for joy, your King is coming to fetch you 
co his Father's houſe. Madam, am in exceeding great hea- 
110%, Cod thinking it beſt for my ovn{ foul thus to exerciſe 
| me, 
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me, thereby. (it mgy be) to fit me to be his mouth +7 14,7. 
A tee and ben, at home and abroad, nothing but 9 |; 
griot and diltouragement, which indeed maketh my 11{;1,;, 
ter; and { hape in God never to get my wil: in this wor!s - 
And expect ere gong a fiery trial upon the Chur h; fe, 
man) men almoſt in England and Scotland, as man 6 


Mr: Ratbe fre pit. 1 


* 


aL 


triends to Cbriſt, and as many pms and drawing to h 


1 
the crawn ac his holy Head: and for tear that our 1;-! 1. 


. Tay among lit us (as if his coor were more deſirable i. 
elf) men are bidding him go feek his lodging. A 
Fe have a part in fil'y triondleis Zion, (us I know ye | 


peak a word on her behalt to God ard man: if ye cen 4 
nothing che, ſpeak for eus, and ye thall thereby ben n. 
Want: this declining, age. Now from my very foul, 7 * 


and leauing you on the Lord, and deſiring a. part 


prayers (as my Lord knoweth, I remember you) Ide 
ver your hody, {þirit, and all your neceſſities to the hands © 
our Lord, and remain for ever | | 


Anwoth, Feb. 13. ' Tour Lad iſhip's in your free! Lend 
. 1632. N Jeſus und anine, . 
Free _ 7 


To a Lad) K EN M U RE. 


Madam. 135 ; j 
re caulk of my not writing, to your Tadiſbap, is no v1 
forget{ilne's of you, but the want of the epportunc's © 
à convenient b-arer; tor { am under more than à {imple © i- 
vation to be kind (in paper, at leaſt) to your Ladiſc:p. ! 
bleſs our Lord through Chriſt, who hath brought you hne 
again to your country, from that place, where ye have /*% 
with your es that which our Lord's truth taught you e 
to wit, that worldly glory is nothing but à varuer, 2 


the foam F the water, or lomething leis and lighter, ever »- 
ti p 3 and that Gal Lord hath not „ it haut calle {aid in MS 


word, 1 Cor. vii. 31. Ih? countenance or faſhion of this . 4 
paſſeth away. In which place, our Lord cotmpareth it o 
image in 4 looking-g)als, ſor it is the looking-glats ct Ada 

ſons: Some come to the glace, and fee in it the picture H, 
nur, and but 4 piture indeed; for true honour is to be 
in the ſight of Gud: And others ſee in ic the ſhadow of Re, 
and but a ſhadom indeed z for durable rickes ſtand 'as ons of 

the maids of Wiſdom upon her left-hand, Prov. iii. 16. 005 
@ third ſort {fe in it the tac of painted Pleajages, and : te 2 
| | N oidels 
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1.415 will not believe, but the image they fee in this glaſs is 
a liying man, till the Lord come and break the glas in pieces, 
and xernove the face; and then, like Pharaoh rwakned, they. 
ſay. And bevcid it was @ dream. I know your Ladiſhip Chink « 
eth vour ſelf 1ittle in the common of this world, for the tas du- 
«abs aſpect of any of theſe three painted faces; and blefled 
he our Lord that it is 10; the better tar you: Madam, they 
are nut werthy to be wooers to lvitin marriage your foul, that 
bons to an higher Match than te be married upon painted 
jay, Know therefore, Madam, the place whithcr our Lord 
ſeſus cometh to woo a Bride, it is even in the furnace: for if 
y' e ane of Zien's daughters (which Jever put beyond all 
qu ton, inge J firſt had occaſion to ſev in your Ladiſhip ſucks 
prog natt evidences of the grace of God) the Lord, who bath 
his tire in Zion, and his turnace in Ferujulem, iſa. XXXI. . is 
| you in the furnace: And theretore be content to live 
f init, and every dey to be adding and {ewing-to a h ment to 
our wedding-garment, that ye may be at laſt decor-d and 
im32d as 4 Bride for Chriſt, a Bride of his own busking, 
aut ined in the hidden man of the heart, forgetting your fa- 
p tors heuſe, ſo ſhell the King greatly defrre your b2auty, Piale 
xiv. „If your Ladiſhip be not changed (as I hope ye are 
not) 7 believe ye eſteem your ſelf to be of thote, whom Cad 
h*t\1 tried theſe many years, and rehned as filver. But, Ma- 
| dam, I will ſuew your TLadiſhip a privilege that others want, 
gf d ye have in this eaiz:. SY as are in proſperity, and are 
d with earthly j:ys, ard increxed with children and. 
ends, tho* the word of God is indeed written to ſuch for 
tr inſtru&ion; yet to you who are in frouble, {pare me, 


21 adam, to ſay this) from whom the Lord hath taken mary 
re, Children, and whom he hath 2xerciied otherwiſe, there are 
„ chapters, ſome particulor promiles in the word of God. 
„ „ i» 2 moſt ſpecial! manner, which ſhould never have been 
ts %, % ay they now are, if ye bad your portion in this life, 
1d bers: and therefore all che comforts, promiles and mer- 
1 5, Cod offereth to the afflicted, they are as many love-let-: 
111 (75 written to you; take them to you, Madam, and claine 
Hee „ght, and be not robbed. It is no ſmall comfort, that 
_ 00 hach written ſome ſcriptures to you, which he hath net 
be, ten to others: Ye ſeem rather in this to be envied than 
reed; and ye are indeed in this like people of ang ther world, 
1) W's tote that are above the ordinary rank of mankind, whem 
ing and Lord, our Bridegroom Feſws, in his love letter 
den 2 g N 20 £9 


406. Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. . 
Lo his welbeloved Spouſe, hath named, beſide all the reſt. 4 
hath written comforts and his bearty commendations, + a 
5th of 1/atah, ver. 4, 5. Pſal. exlxii. 2, 3« to you; Re Ihe 
ard the like, and think your God is like a Friend, tho! (46, 
eth à letter to a whole houſe and family; but ipeaker!; *n |, 
letter to ſome by name, that are deateſt to him in the c 
Ye are then, Madam, of the deareſt friends of the Brid: a 
if it were lawful, 7 would enn you, that God honouw:: v 
lo above many of his dear children, Therefore, Mada vn, 
part is, in this caſe (ſeeing Cod taketh nothing from you, ly 
that which he is to j:-ply with his own prelence) to desu 
your Lord to know his own room, and to take it ever jy; 
him to come in, the room of dead children: Febovah. 
{ty own place, and take it to thee, is all you have to tay. 144. 
dam, I perſwade my (elf, that this world is to you an vneu 
215175 ; and that ye are like a traveller, who hach his 2 44 
upon his back, and his ſtaff in his hand, and his feet up." the 
dbor- threſnold: Ga forward, benowrable and eled i. 1; » 
the ſtrength of your Lord (let the world bide at hun 
keep the boule) with your face toward him, who longet!; m7 
for a ſight of you, than ye can do for him: ere it be jong |: 
will ſer us. 7 hope to ſte you laugh as cheerfully after 
as ye have mourned beiore-ngpn: I be hand of the Herd, the 
hard of the Lord be with yoa in yoor journey, What hn 
ye to do here? This is not your mouptain of reſt ; arile 1. 
and ſet your foot up the mountain; gu up owt of the will 
uc ſs leaning upon the ſhoulder of your Beloved, Cant. 
If ye knew the wel:ozpe that abideth you when ye come le. 
e would haſten your pace; for ye ſhall ſee your Lord put up 
bis own holy Hand to your face, and wipe all tears from gl 
eves: and /trow, then ye ſhall have ſome jey of heart. bu 
dam, paper willeth me to end before affection. Remcher 
the eſtate of Zion; pray that Jeruſulem may be as Zech 
propheſied, Chap. xii. 3. A burdenſom Fone for all, that wii 
14K byuweth down to roll the ſtone out of the way, ma 
and break the joints of their hack, and ſtrain their arms, 
disjoint their moulder-blades; and pray Fehovab, thut it 
None may lic ſtill in its own place, keep bend with the Corne! 
one: I hope it ſhall be ſo 0 is a skilled Maſter-builde 
laid it. I would, Madam, under 1 heavineſs be ret 


eſh with two lines from your TLadiſbip, which 7 refer to yo! 
own wiſdom. Madam, 7 would leem undutiful not to mer 
You, that great ſolicitation is made by the town of Kirk 


ſt 


bra 


Epiſt. 14. | | 

Lr;aht. for to have the uſe of my poor lahours awong lt thent. 
„% +» Lord ſhall call and his people cry, who am 7 to reſiſt ? 
But without ins ſeen calling, and till the Hock, whom / now 

erbe, be planted with one, to whom 7 dare intruſt Ohriſt's 
Spouſe; gold nor Hlver, nor tavour ot men, hope, ſhall not 
inf me. I leave your Ladiſbip, praying more carneſtly, for 
grace and mercy to be with you, ard multiplicd upon You, 
here and horealfer, than my pen can expreis. The Lord jeſus 
with your ſpirit. 

Kirkcudbrichte Tur Lediſir's at all obedience 

in the Lord, IF . 


— 


Je my La . E N N KE. 
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AMailam. | | 

” T\ving (aluted you, with grace and mercy from God our 
4 Farther, ard from our Lord Jeſs Chriſt, 1 long to ies 
47 Ladiſhip, and to hear how it goth with you. 3 do re- 
1; 11ber you, and preſent you ard your neceſſities to hin, 
c able to keep you, and preſent you blamele(s before his 
- with joy * and my prayer to our Lord, is, Thar ye may 
ick of love for him, who died of love for you; 1 mean, 


TEx 


c love him, 2 will keep his commandments; and this is rot 
of the 


irdi.ip, and ſuffer affliction as the ſoldier of Chriſt: 
hay are not worthy of Jeſus, who will nor take a blow fer 
die Maſter's fake. For our 'gloricus Peace maker, when 
ine to make up the friendſhip betwixt God and us, God 
"rij-4 him, and ſtrote him , the ſinful world alſo did beat 
„and crucifie him; yet he took buffets of Hoth the par- 
tte: and, bhonour to our Lord Jeſus, he would not leave the 
Fal tor all that, till he had made peace betwixr the parties. 
' periwade my {c!f, your ſufferings are but like your Saviour's 

Veh incomparably leſs and lighter ) which are called bur a 
-ruiſmng of his heel, Gen. iii. 15. 2 wound fac from the heart. 
1:ur life is bid with Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. And therefore 


B b 2 | do 
15 | - 
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eapnot be-robbed of its ou Lord handleth us, as fathers 
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406. Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 7 
to his welbeloved Spouſe, hath named, befade all the ret. 
hath written comfurts and his bearty commenda tions, . 
th of I,,, ver. 4, 5. Pſal. Cxlvii. 2, 3. to you ; Rea I 
and the like, and think your God is like a Friend, tho {4 
eth à letter to a whole houſe and family; but ſpeaket n 
letter to ſome by name, that are deateſt to him in the 0. 
Ye are then, Madam, of the deareſt friends of the Bride 
if it were lawful, would ene you, that God honou: 4 yp 
lo above an of his dear children, Therefore, Mada wy, 
part is, in this caſe (ſeeing Cod taketh nothing from you, ly 
that Which he is to jply with his own prelence) to «fire 
our Lord to know lis own room, and to take it eve- 
im to come in, the room of dead children: FJeboval, 
toy own place, and take it io thee, is all you have to 1a; 
dam, I pèerſwade my elf, that this world is to you an ue 
inns; and that ye are like a traveller, who hach his! 
upon his back, and his ſtaff in his hand, and his teer up.» the 
dbor-threſhold: G forward, honourable and cle A. 
the ſtrength of your Lord (let the world bide at hom 
keep the boule) with your face toward him, who longet! nw 
for a ſight of you, than ye can do for kim: ere it be ions |: 
will ſee us. I hope to ice vou laugh as cheerfully alten 1907, 
as ye have mourned beiore-ngon: i he hand of the 
Hand of the Lord be with you in yoor journey, What 1 
ye to do here? This is not your mouptain of reſt ; arte: 
and [ct your foot up the mountain; go up owt of the wills 
uc ſs leaning upon the ſhoulder of your Beloved, Cant. 
If ye knew the welcozye that abideth you when ye come hom: 
ye Would haſten your pace; for ye ſhall ſee your Lord put up 
bis own h:ly band to your face, and wipe all tears from yo 
eves: and 7trow, then ye ſhall have ſome joy of heart. Ms 
dam, paper willeth me to end before affection. Remcmhe! 
the eſtate of Zion; pray that Jeruſulemm may be as Zech 
prophelied, Chap. xii. 3. A burdenſem Fone fir all, that whi 
* byuweth down to roll the ſtone out of the way, ma 
and break the joints of their back, and ſtrain their arms, ©: 
disjoint their moulder-blades; and pray Fehovab, tht tte 
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None may lie ſtill in its own place, keep bend with the Corn?! 

one: I hope it ſhall be io ; 1 is a skilled Maſter-builde: vii 
laid it. 7 would, Madam, under great heavineſs be re 
eſh with two lines from your Lad Foo which J refer to you 


a Oo 1 f 
own wiſdom. Madam, 7 would leem undutiful not to ma; 


you, that great ſolicitation is made by the town of Kirk 
5 n OE br 


N — 


Epiſt. 14. LE, | 
„gt. for to have the uſe of my poor labours 2tnglt thent. 


i” +» Lord ſhall call and his people cry, who am 7 to refiſt ? 


But without lis ſeen calling, and till the Host, whom 7 Now 
g b erſoe, be planted with one, to whom 7 dare intruſt Chiles 
oss; gold nor flyer, nor favour of men, hope, ſhall not 
| ole me. 4 leave your LZadzrſhip, praying more carneſtly, for 
„eee and mercy to be with you, and multiphed npon you, 
1 dere and herenifer, than my pen can expreis. The Lord jeſus 
u ' th your ſpirit. 

it Kirhcudbrighte Tur Lediſtir'; at all obedience 


6 in the Lord, S. R. 
10 . — — . ——3ę 2 — 
5 ito my Lady KEN MU RE. 
7+ | 
ir AMailam., | 
is ” Tiving ſaluted you, wich grace and mercy from God our 
ho 14 Father, and from our Lord Jeſys Chriſt, 1 long to ies 
2 „ Ladifhip, and to hear how it goth with you. 3 do re- 
1: her you, and preſent you and your neceſſities to him, 
r zie to keep you, and preſent you blameleſs before his 
' with 107 : and my prayer o our Lord, is, That ye may 
A ick of love for him, who died of love for you; 1 mean, 
the 417 Saviour ſeſus: and O ſweet were that ſickneſs, to be 
\ ul-fick for him! and a living death it were; to die in the 
re of the love of that Soul-lover, Jeſus! And, Madam; it 
” e Ive him, 7 will keep his command ments; and this is rot 
+” the leaſt, to lay (your neck cheerfully and willfngiy 
me under the yoke of Telus Cbriſt: For, I truſt, your Ladiſbis 
up 14 bt contract and bargain with the Son of God, to follow 
en 1:2: apon theſe terms, that by his grace, ye ſhould endure 
* rdſſtip, and ſuffer affliction as the ſoldier of Chriſt; 
ther they are not worthy of Jeſus. who will not take à blow fer 
rid tir Maſter's fakes, For our gloricus Peace- maker, when 
V- ue to make up the friendſhip betwixt God and us, God 
me a him, and ftrove him, the finful world alfo did bear 
a1 1.4, and crueifie hini; yet he took buffets of both the par- 
as i122: and, honour to our Lord ſeſus, he wonld not leave the 
re! Had tor all that, till he had made peace betwixr the partles. 
vis | periwade my ſelt, your ſufferings are but like your Saviour's 
rel . yet, incomparably leſs and lighter ) which are called but a 
you -ruifrug of his heel, Gen. iii. 15. 2 wound fac from the heart. 
the 2 life is bid with Chriſt in God, Col. ifi. 3. And therefore 
1020 cannot be gobbed of it. . handleth us, as _ 
11 U R , 2 Rte, « wh n 
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do their young children; they lay up jewels in 4 He 


Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. +, 
bove the reach of the ſhort arin of barns, elle bai! 
pu up their hands, and take them down, and loſe thr: ,,.. 
o hath ouc Lord done with our {piritual lite; jeſus (Chun, 
the high coffer, in the which our Lord hath hid our“ 
children are not able to reach up our arm ſo high, a+ 213 
down that life and loſe it, it is in our Chr iſt's hand: ©, 44 
long may Telus be Lord-keeper of our life! and happy are th. 
#bat can, with the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. lay their ſou ir p31, 
in the hand of Jeſus; for be is able t keep that, .. i; 1, 
nritied in pawn. to bim, againſt that day. Then, len, 
ſo long as this life is not hurt, all other troubles 
touches in the heel: | tru ye will foon be cured. Yeo ny, 
Madam, kings have ſome ſer vants in their courts, that e 
not preſent wages in their band, but live upon their pcs; 
The King of kings alſo hath ſervants in his court 
the preſent get little or nothing, but the heavy croſs vt! (ri 
troubles without and terrors within; but they live up lone! 
when it cometh to the parting ol the inheritance, they v 
inthe houſe as heirs : it is better to be ſo, than to got (+ cfny 
pay ment, and a. portion in this life, an inheritan® 5+ 45 
World; | God forgive me, that I ſhouſd honour it wit! 


name of an zaberitance, it is rather a ada and nin 


6 * ev 4 
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the end to be caſter out of God's houſe, with t 

habe received your conſolation, ye will get uo more. "i 
what get they? The rich glutton's heaven. O but o17 , 
Zyke xvi. maketh ir a filly heaven! He fared well (121th ov 
Lord) end delicately every day: Oh! no more? a fl. het 
ven! Truly no more, except that he was clothed in h. 
and that is all, J perſwade my ſelf, Madam, ye hve 1, 
when ye think that your Lord hath dealt more gractou!i” +1 
our lou}, V have gotten litde in this life; it is true 
Ye have then the more to Crave ; yea, ye have zl! to cr 

For, except tome taſtings of the frit-fruits, and ſome bil 


his mouth, whom your toul loveth, ye get no wort, Fa- 


cannot tell you what is to come; yet / may ſpeak as out 10%. 
doth of it: The teundation of the city is pure gold, cars 
cryſtal ; the twelve ports are ſet with precious ſtones : if 0:ch; 
ards and rivers commend a ſoil upon earth, there is 2 pars 
there, wherein groweth the Tree of life, rhat bearech twe's? 


manner of fruits every month, which is ſevenſcore and 19% 


- harveſts in the year; and there is there, a pure river !! 


 tsr of life, proceeding out te threne of God and 


Lamb: 
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nö: 2nd the city hath no need of the light of the fun or 
114 worn, or of a candle; for the Lord Ged Almighty and the 
. lab is the light thereof. Madam, be lie ve and hope for this, 
till ye fee and enjoy. Jeſus is ſaying in the Golpel, Crane and 
(v2 ; he is come down in the chariot of truth, wherein he 
1 46th through the world, to conquer mens louis, ſal. xly. 
1, and is now in the world ſaying, , he will go with me © Will 
Father will make you welcome, and give you houſes 
rom, fir in my Father's houſe ave vun, dwelling-places. 
2 ala, conſent to go with kim. Thus 7 reſt, commending, 
vou to Cod's deareſt mercy, 

Anwo!th, Durs in the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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0 To my Lady K E NM UKE. 


C7 Madam, 
| 5 \m atraie now (as many others are) that at the aß 
| down of our parliament. our Lord Jelus his Spouſe thal 
1 be roughty hanaled : And it muſt he o, ſince falſe and de- 
't chung Scotland, Whom ous Lord took off the dunghi! and 
's wut of hell, and made a tair Bride to himlelf, hath broken her 
* ith to her ſweet Husband, and hath put on the ſorehead of 
in + whore ; and therefore he ſaith, he will remove: would to 
{9% we could ſtir up our ſelves to lay hold upon him, Who, 
ing highly provoked with the handling he hath met with, 
. is ready to depart. Alas, we do not importune him by pray - 
1 er ard ſupplication, to abide amongſt us! If we could but. 
2 eng upon him, and in the holy pertinacy of faith wreſtle 
with him, and fay, We will not let thee 90; it may be that 
5 en he, who is eafie to be entreated, would yet, notwith- 
h aging of our high provocations, condeſcerd to Nay, and 
3 dA among the lilieg, till that fair aud defirable day break, 
and the ſhadows flet away. Ah! what cauſe of mourning is 
ere, when our gold is become dim, and the vi /age of ur Na- 


f gariteg, ſometimes whiter than ſnow. 7s new become blackey 
— Han @ coal ; and Levi's houſe, once comparable to fine gold, 
ts ac changed, and become like veilels, in whom be hath ns 
4 aſre? Madam, think upon this, that when our Lord, 
: hv hath his handkerchief to wipe the face of the mourners 
2 N Zion, ſhall come to wipe away all tears frem: their c Ee, he 
- may wipe yours alſo, in paſſing amongſt others. I am confi- 


dent. Madam, that our Lord will yet build a new houle te 


nmſelt, of our rejected and ſcattered ſtones 3 for our Bride- 


132 — 


410 Mr. Rutherfoords Epiſt. 
groom carmat want Wife : Can he live al/idow-? Ni 1, 
will embrace both us the little young Siſter, and the «1, 
Siſter, the Church of the Fems; and there will yet bea e 
it; and therefore we have cauſe to rejoice, yea to fin 
Shout for joy. T he Church hat! been, ſince the nid 
ever hanging by a {mall threed, and all the hands ot 
of the wicked have been drawing ai the threed : +1; 
be thanked, they only break their arms by pulling, 1:14 +, 
threed is not broken; for the ſweet jingers of Uiitift £47 
Lord have {pur and twiſted it : Lord, bold the threed nl. 
Madam, itir up your busband, to lay hold upon the ove. 
nent, aud to do good. What hath he to do with the we; 
It is not his inhericance : deſire him to make home over. 1:14 
Put to his hand to lay ont ſtone or two upon te 
God's houſe, before he go hence. I have Rnd allo, Ma. 
dam, that your child is removed; but to have or war: | 
Heſt, is he pleaſeth. Whether ſhe be with you, or in G 
Keeping, think it all one; nay, think it the better offt +, 
by hr. that ſhe is with him. I truſt in our Lord, th: + 
is ſomething laid up and kept for you; for our kind 1,914 
who hach wounded you, will not be {o cruel, as not to 
the pain of your green ,d; and therefore claim Chr} (1); 
_ as Jour own, 2 own lum as your On: thing. So reſtig,! 
recommend your Lad yſbip, your foul and pirit, in pawr (9 
him, 'who keepeth his Father's pawns, * will make an 
Count of them faithfully, even to that Faireſt amongſt the 
of men, our ſweet Lord rag the faireſt, the ſweetel, the 
moſt delicious Roſe of all his Father's great held: The nt 
that Roſe pertume your foul. | | 
Anuwotb, April 1. Torr Ladyſbip's in his fee 
1623. 2% Jeſus, S. h. 
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To y Lach K E N MUR E. 


Madam) | 
1 Determined, and was deſirous alſo to have ſeen your Lach. 
hip, but becauſe of a pain in my arm I could not. I know 
ye will not impute it to any unſuitable forgetſulneſs of ou 
Ladyſhiy, from whom, at my firſt entry to my calling in this 
rountry, and ſince alſo, I received ſuch comfort in my atflicti- 
on, as, I truſt in God, never to ferget it, and ſhall labour 9) 
his grace ro recompence it,” the only way poſſible to me, nd 
that is, by preſenting your ſoul, perſon, houſe, and all your 


piſt. 16. LET TERS. 411 
necelfiries, in prayer to him, (whoſe 1 hope ye are, and) 
ho is able to keep you till that day of appearance, and to 
5:cent you before his face with joy. I am confident your 
hib is going forward, in the hegun jotrney to your Lord, 
id Fathers Home ard Kingdom; howbeit ye want not 
rtempiations within aud mithout ; And who among the ſaints 
„ever taken that Caſtie without ſtroke of word? The 
cos the Houle, our eder Brother, our Lord Feſws, not 
ng excepted, who won his own houſe at home, due to him 
by birth, with much blood and many blows. Your Ladiship 
ach the more need to look to your ſelt, becauſe our Lord 
th placed you higher than the reſt, and your way to hea- 
ren eth through a more wild and waſte wiiderneyſs, than the 
„ © many of your feHlow-travellers 5 not only through the 
idſt of this wood of thorns, the rumberſem morld, but allo 
rough theſe dangerous paths, the varm-glory of it: The 
ſideration whereof hath often moved me to pity your ſoul, 
che loul of your worthy and noble husband. And it is 
one to you to win heaven, being ſhips of greater burden, 
the main-ſza, than for little veſſels, that are not fo 
much in the mercy-and reverence of the ſtorms; becauſe the 
un come quietly to their port by launching alongſt the coaſt : 
tor the which cauſe ye do much, it in the midſt of fuch a 
tumult of butineſs, and crowd of temptations, ye ſhall 25 
Christ Telus his own court, and his own due place in your foul. 
| know and am periwaded, chat that lovely One, Jeſs, is dear- 
-r to you than many kingdoms; and that ye eſteem lim 
ur Welbeloved, and the Standard-bearer among ten thou- 
aud, Cant. v. 10. And it becometh him full well to take the 
be, and the brard-head in your foul, before all the werd: 
3 know and ſaw him with you in the furnace of affliction; for 
ere he wooed you to himſelf, aud choſe you to be his; and 
"ow he crayeth no other hire of you but your love, and that 
12 get no cauſe to be jealous of you. And therefore, Dear 
% worthy Lady,be like to the freſh river, that keepeth its ova 
trein taſte in the ſalt-ſea. This world is not worthy cf your 


* 


* 


ou: give it not a geed- day, hen ( hriſt com th. r competiti- 


with it. Be like one of another country +; Home and, ſtay 
not ; for the ſun is fallen low, and nigh the tops of the moun- 


tins, and the ſhadoms are. ſtretched out in great length. 


Linger not by the way The world and fi# would train you 


07, and make you turn aſide: Leave not the way for them, 


arc the Lord Feſus he at the voyage! Madam, many eyes 
| . n 3 are 


4 
if 
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412 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epili, 14, 
zre upon you, and many would be glad your 2% , 
Jhould ſpill a chriſtian, and mar a good profefior. L:r4 55/1. 
mar their godleſs. deſires, and keep the conſcience wn. 
wil hout à crack! if there be a hole in it, fo that it . 
water at a leck, ic will with difficult) mend again. }: i; , 
dainty delicate creature, and a rare piece of the workinanſk; 
of your Maker z and therefore deal gently with it, und H 
it entite, that, amidit this worid's glory, your Leg wm, 
learn to entertain Chriſt ; and whatſoever creature your ../.. 
ip Hndeth not to ſmell of him, it may have no better rl; 

to you than the white of an "8" Madam, it is a part of (';; 
truth of your profeſſion, to drop words in the ears you: 
noble husband continually, of eternity, judgment, 

Hell, heaven, the honourable profefion, the fins of his 
Houſe; he muſt reckon with God for his father's debt: or- 
Fertig ot accounts payeth not debt; nay, the intereſt o 
zor gotten bond runneth up with God, to intereſt upon intereſt. 
I know, he louketh homeward and loveth the truth; bu! 
I pity him with my ſoul, becauſe of his many temptatign: 
Satan layeth upon men a burden of cates above a lo 1 
makech a pack-horſe of mens fouls, when they are who!'y 
et upon this world. We ow the devil no ſuch ſervice ; it were 
wiidom to throw off that load into a mire, and caſt or 
cares over upon God. Madam, think ye have no child 
ſerihe a bond to your Lord, that ſhe thail be his, if bete 
her; and thanks and praiſe and glory to his holy Name, . 
he che intereſt for 2 year's loan gf her. Look for cross, 
and while it is fair weather, mend the ſails of the ſhip. Noi. 
hoping your Ladyſhin will pardon my tediouſneſs, I recon 

mend your ſoul and perſon to the grace and mercy of u: 

fweet Lord Jeſus, in whom lam 


Anwoth, Nov. 15. Tour Ladyſhijs at all di! {ul 
1633. obedience in Chriſt, 5. | 
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118 To my Lady R ENMURE. 

1 Madam, 10 AL 9 55 RYE 
178 Aving received a letter from ſome of the wortine!. © 
{4 | | the miniſtr * in this kingdom, the contents whereo! i 


: 
. 


am deſired to communicate to ſuch profeſſors in theſe pats, 
as I know love the beauty of Zion, and are aſflicted to ſec the 
Lord's Vineyard troden under foot by the wild boars 01 
the word, Who lay it waſte z 1 could nat but alſo deſire Y 
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Ladithip's help, to join with the reſt, deſiring you to im- 
butt to my Lord your husband; and, if ye think it needful, 
mall write to his Cerdsbip, as Mr. G. G. ſhall advertiſe me. 
er therefore, chat the beſt affected of the miniſtry have 
thc ht it convenient and neceflary, at fuch a time as this, 
t all who love the truth ſhould join their prayers tc gether, 
„ „ % God. with humiliation and faſting : The times 
„ere agreed upon, are, the two fürſt Sabbaths of Fe- 
en next, and the fix days interveeniny betwixt theſe 
Sabbachs, as they may conveniently be had, and the firſt Sab- 
bat! ot every quarter: And the cauſes, as they are written 
t- ai, are thele, 1. Bekdes the diſtreſſes of tne reformed 
Churches abroad, the many reigning fins ot unclearipels, 
10%0inzls, and unrighecouſneſs in this land; the prelert 
judgments on the and, and many mo hanging over us, 
„ecco je are ſenſible, or yet know the right and true canis 
vi them. 2. Ihe lamentable and pitiful eſtate of 2 glorious 
Church { in fo ſhort a time, againſt lo many bonds) in Do- 
gige, Sacrament and Diſcipline, 4o loce perſceuted, in the 
ovrions of faithful paſtors 2nd profeſſors, and the door of 
4's beuſr kept fo ſtrait, hy baſtard-porters, in ſa nuch 
thai worthy 1 able for the work, are heid at the 
ur; the rulers having turned over religion into policy, 
and the multitude ready to receive any religion that ſhall be 
by authority. 3. In our humiliation, be ſides that 
ue under a neceſſity of deprecating God's wrath, and 
bing to God fincerely new obedience, the weakneis, 
dels, fence and lukewarmneſs of ſome of the heft of ihe 
noir, and the deadneſs of profeſſors, who have luffered 
ve truth both ſeeretly to be ſtolen away, and openly to be 
p11... from us, would be confeſſed. 4. Atheiſm, idolatry, 
protanity, and vanity would be confeſſed; our king's heart 
71 mnended to God ; and God enircated, that he would itir 
le nobles and "the people te turn from their evil ways. 
10%, Madam, hoping that your Ladiſhip will join with 
001572, that ſuch a work he not ſlighted at ſuch a neceſſary 
| hen gur Kirk is at the overturning, I will pronvie tg 
ir wt your help, as the Lord in ſecrecy and prudence ſhall 
£44. YOu, that your Ladiſhip may rejoice with the Lord's 
when deliverance {hall come: For true and ſincere 
lation come always ſpeed with God; And when Autho- 
Ling, Court, and Church-mer: oppoſe the truth, what 
er armour have we but prayer and faith ? whereby if 1 
5 wreſtle 


414 Mr. Ratherfoor fs Epiſt. 13 
wreſtle with him, there is ground to hope, that tho 41, 
would remove the burdenſom ſtone out of its place, e 
hurt their back, and the ſtore ſhall not be moved at 1-1 
removed, Zech. xii. 3. Grace, grace be with you, 
Who bath called you to the inheritance of the ſaigts 1: 
 Anwoth, fan. 23. Tour Ladiſhip's at all ſub miſſe | 
| 1634. ence in his ſweet Lord Jeſs. . . 
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Te my Lady K ENMURE. 


Madam, 

LE ſubmiſſive and dutiful obedience in our Lord 
remembred. I truſt I need not much intreat your / 
Hip to look to him, who hath ſtricken you at this ti 
my duty, in the memory of that comfort I found in 34 2, 
ayſhip's kindne's, when I was no leis heavy, in a case not og. 
Uke that, ſpeaketh to me, to ſay ſomething now: a 
could caſe your Ledythip at leaſt with words: I am pe 
ded, your Phyſician will not flay you, but purge you ; Ar/ 
ſeeing he calleth himlel” the Chirurgion, who malet!; tho 
wound and bindeth it ap again (for to lance a wourd, 
not to kill, but to cure the patient Deut. XXxxit. 20. . 
11. 6. Job vi. Ve 18. Hoſe vi. 1. I believe, faith vi! 
teach you to kiſs a ſtriking Lord, and ſo acknowledge 
Hvereignty of God (in the death of a child) to be b 
$i of us mortal men, who may pluck up a flower » e 


y « 
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ud, and not be blamed for it : if our dear Lord plus 
one of his roſes, and pull down. fowre and green fruit beivrs 
harveſt, who car challenge him? For he {endet} us to Ni 
world, as men to a market, wherein ſome ſtay many hours, 
and eat and drink, and buy and fell, and paſs throw tvs 
fair, till they be weary and fuch are thote who live hong, 
and get a hearty fill of this life: And others again come #9: 
ping- in to the morning-matket, and do rfeither ſit ror tr), 
nor buy nor ſell, but look about them a little, and pals . 
ſently home again; and theie are infants and ydung ones, 419 
end their ſhort market in the morning, and get but © {1 
view of the fair. Our Lord, who hath numbred man's woes, 
and fet him bourds chat. he cannot paſs, Fob xiv. 5. ht 
written the length of our market; and it is eaſier to com- 

lain of the decree, than to change it. I verily believe. 11 
bie chis, your Lord hath taught your Ladyſhip te, ut 
hand on your mouth ; but I ſhali be far from defiriog 0% 
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» Wl 744/515 or any others to caſt by 5 eros, like an old uſclgls 
ut ball. that is only for the fire; but rather would wiſh, each 
| deals were looked in the face ſeven times, and were read o- 
„ + i over again» It is the mefenger of the Lord,and {peaks 
| {-:1.rhingz and the man of underſtanding will hear the rod 
i g him that hath appointed it: Try what is the taſte of the 
Pe. Werd cup, and drink with Ged's bleſjing, that ye may grow 
= here I truſt in God, whatever ſpecch it utter to your tout, 
tis is de word in it, Job v. 17. Behold, bizffed is the man 
„ „ed correFeth : And that it faith to you, Te are from 
hom? while here; ye are not of this world, as your Redeemer, 
4 Grü, was net of this world. There is ſomething keeping tar 
| vou, which is worth the having : All that is here is con- 
do dic, to paſs away like a ſnow- ball before a ſurimer- 
Ls in; 41:4 ftince death took firit poſſeſſion of lumething of yours, 
Us t hach heer and daily is creeping nearer/anc. nearer to your 
n, howbeit with no noiſe of feet. Your Husbandman and 
| Lord hach lopped off fome branches already, rhe tree it ſelt is 
\l WM + ©: traniplanted to the high garden; in à gooa time be it, 
'1 WH ouch ripen your TLadyſbip. All theſe crofles (and indeed 
* when | remember them, they are heavy and many: Peace, 
11. peace >= the end of them) are to make you white and ripe for- 
i the Lord's barveſt-bock. I have ſeen the Lord weaning you 
tom the breaſts of this world: it was never his mind, it 
ſhould he your patrimony, and God be thanked for that; ye 
look the liker one of the heirs : Let the moveByles go, why 
not? They are not yours: faſten your grips upon the heri- 
tage; and our Lord ſeſus make the Charters fare, and give 
your £ 2 yſhip to grow as a pal m- tree on God's Mount-Zion; 
howb<ir haken with winds, yet the root is faſt. This is all L 
can do, to recommend your caſe; to your Lord, who hath 
you written upon the palms of his hand. If I were able to 
ae f, your Ladyſhip may believe me, that gladly 1 would, 
{ truit ſhortly to ſee your Ledyſbip : Now he who hath called 
you, confrm and ſtabliſh your heart in grace unto the day of 

the liberty of the ſons of God. | 
Ardwel, April 29. Tour Ladyſpip's at all ſubmiſſive obedi- 
1 dience in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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To my Lady K E NM UR E. 
My very noble and werthy Lady, | ns 
85 ot as I call to mind the comforts, that I my ſelf, a poor 
iriendlels ſtranger, received from your £adyſhip ns in 
a ſtrange 
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a ſtrange part of the country, when my Lord toch from me 
the delight of mine eyes, as the word ſpeaketh, Hel. xxir 
16. (which wound is not yet fully bealed and cured, } | truſt 
your Lord thall remember that, and give you comfort pov 
at ſuch a time as this, wherein your deareit Lord kat); made 
you a widow, that ye may be a free woman for Chyj wb, 
15 now ſuitipg for marriage-love of you; and there, fr 
you lie alone in your bed, let Chriſt be as a bundle Hm erh. 
to ſleep and lie all the night betwixt your breaſts, (. , 
13. and then your bed is better filled than before: Aude g. 
among all crofles ſpoken of in our Lord's word, this gives) 
You à particular right to make God your Husband (sich 
was rt fo yours, while your husband wos alive) fad God's 
mercy out of this viſitation: And albeit L muſt out G hne 
experience ſay, the mourning for the husband of your vn, 
be by God's own mouth the heavieſt worldly {orrow, 72} i. 
& and though this be the weightieſt burden that eyer !.y y- 
pon your hack; yet ye know (when the fields are empti-d, 
and your husband now aſleep in the Lord) if ye ſhall wait u- 
n him, who hideth his face for a while; that it liet vp. 
God's honour and truth, to fill the field, and to be a Husbard 
ta the widow : See and confider then what ye have loft, and 
how little it it is. Therefore, Madam, let me intreat vou in 
the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, and hy the comforts of his 
rit, and your appearance before him, let God and men, and 
angels now ſee what is in you: The Lord hath picrced i! 
veflel, it will be known whether there be in it wine or water; 
let your faith and patience be ſeen, that it may be known, jour 
only Beloved firſt and laſt hath been Chriit: And theretore 
now, were your whole love upon him, he alone is 2 ſuit2ble 
Object for your love and all the affections of your ſoul. God 
hath dried up one channel of your love, by the removal of 
your buabanil : let now that {peat run upon ChriR : Your 
Lord and Lover bath graciouſly taken out y our husband“ 
name, and your name, out of the ſummons, that are rail-d, 
at the inſtance of the terrible ſin-revenging Judge of the 
world,againſt the houſe of Kenmure. And] dare fay, that G 
hammering, of you from your youth, is only to mag? u 
fair carved ſtone, in the high upper Temple of the new Je. 
ſalem. Your Lord never thought this world's yain pairted 
lory a giit worthy of you ; and therefore would not bcitow 
it on you, becauſe he is to propine you with a better portion: 
Let the moyablcs go, the inheritance is yours. Ye are child 
* | ; : g 5 1 „ » 0 0 N 5 0 | 01 
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be houſe, and Jy is laid up jor you, it is long in coming, 
but dot the worſe for that, 1 am now expecting to fee, and 
tut wich joy and comfort, that which I hoped of you, farce I 
e ou fully; even that ye have laid luch ſtrength upon 
the holy One of 1ſrae!, that ye dety troubles; and that your 
uh is a caſtle that may be beſicged, but cannot be taken. 
Whit have ye to do here? This world never look'd like a 
fiend upon you; ye ow ittittle loyy, it looked ever ſowre like 
vou: Howbelt ye ſthou'd woo it, it wil! not match with 
vos - and thererore never ſeek warm are under cold ice. This 
*: not 2 feld where your happinels groweth; it ie up above, 
„ute, Rev. vii. 9. there are a great multitude, which no man 
n number, 4 all nations and kindreds, and pelle, and 
nge, Randing 2 bvig the throne and before the Lamo, 
alithed with white robes, and palms in their hands: What ye 
could never get here, ye fuall and there. Ard withal conti 
der, how in all theſe triale, (and truly they have been many) 
vour Lord hath been looſing you at the root from pæriſhing 
things, and hunting after vou, to grip your foul. Madam, 
for the Son of God's lake, let him not miſs His grip, bat ſtay 
ind abide in the love of God, as Jude ſaith, v. 21. Now: Ma- 
denn, { hope your Ladyſip will take theſe lines in, good 
r and wherein I have tallen ſhort and failed to your Ledy- 
Hip, in not evidencing what I was obliged to your more 
than nodeſerved love and refpeR, I requeſt for a full pardon 
tor it. Again, wy dear and noble Lady, let me boſgech you 
o litt up your head, for the day of your redemption draweth 
near : and remember, that ſtar that ſhined in Gelloway is 
yo ſhining in another world. Now I pray that God may 
er his own ſtile to your foul; and that he may he to you 
6; Ced of all conſolations. Thus I remain 


anwoth, Sept. 14. Tur Ladyſhip's at all dutiful obe- 
1034. wo diente in the Lord, F 
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To my Lady K EN MUR E. 
Madam & | ; 
LU dutiful obedience in our Lord remembred ; I know 

ye are now near one of thoſe {traits, in which ye have 

been before ; But becauſe your outward. comforts are fewer, 
i pray him, whoſe ye are, to ſupply what ye wart, anothe; 
Way : for howbeic we cannot win to the bottom of his wie 
proyidence, Whe ruleth all; yet it is certain, uus is not on- 
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ly good, which the Almfghty hath done, but it 
and he hath reckoned all your ſteps to heaven z and 
Ladijhip were through this water, there are the toy, r * 
hind ; and if this were the laſt, J hope your 120% We 
learned by on-waiting to make your acquaintarice with ene 
which being, to the Lord; the woman's Seed, Jeſus, on; 

bloody Brel, and not a broken head, Gen. iii. 15% car! 
to his friends, who get far lets of death then lime . 
fore, Madam, ſeeing ye know not but the journey is - X 
Ind ye arg” come to the water-Gide, in God's wi 4: oak 
all YUur papers and your counts, and whether ye erde es, 
recerye the kingdom of heaven as a little child, io 1, 
there is little haugbhtineſs and much humility. I wou!d 
irom dilcouraging your Ladiſhip ; but there is an 
receſtity. that, Mar eternity, we look ere we leap, feciny ig 
man wirpeth back again to mend his leap. J am conhoert 
your Ladyſhip thinketh often upon it, and that ou d 
Guide ſhall go before you and take your hand: His e «4; 
you will not grow ſowre, nor wear out of date, as the e 
c Which groweth old and grey-bair'd, often Dm. 
ſelves. Le have ſo much the more reaſon to loye: bete 
life then this, becauſe this world hath been to you 2 cod 
fire, with little heat to the body, and as little light, and 
much imoke to hurt the es. But, Madam, your Lord und 
have you thinking it but dry breaſts, full of wind, and en 
of food. In this late viſitation, that hath befallen your L 
ſhip, ye have ſeen God's love and care, in ſuch a mesſute, 
that I thought, our Lord brake the ſharp point off the crots, 
and made us and your Ladifhip lee Chr take poletign, 
and infe*tmert upon earth of him, who is now reigning an 
trivimphiag with The hundred forty and four theuſand, win 
itand with the Lamb cn mount Zion. I know, the ſwectelt 
of it IS bitter tg you; but your Lord will not give you p4.1- 
ted erolſes: He paireth not all the bitternels from the cro's, 
neither taketh he the ſharp edge quite from it; then it ſhould 
be of your wailing, and not of his, which ſhould have as . 
zle reaſon ih it, as it ſhould have profit for us. Only, Mo- 
dam, God commandeth you now to believe, and cat 
chor in the dark night, and climb up the mountain : He wi 
hath led you, efrabliſh you and confirm you to the © 
I had a purpoſe to have viſited your Ladiſbip; but wit: | 
thought better npon it, the truth is, I cannot ſee what 1 
company could profit, you; and tus hath broken of ny 
| * Pur. 
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ole, and no other thing. I know man honourable 'Tiends 
ind worthy profeſſors will ſee your Ladyſvip ; and that the 
-n of God is with you, to whole love and mercy, from my 

pul, re oommend your Ladyſhip, and remin © _ 

gu i Nov. 29. Tour Ladiſhip at all dutiful edience 
1634. x in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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| To my Lach K EN MU A E. 


Madam. 
\ {Y humble obedience in the Lord remembred. Know, 
A it hath pleaſed the Lord, to let me ſes, by all appcar- 
e, my labours in God's houſe here are at an end; and 1 
Muſt now learn to ſuffer, in the which Lam a dull {chelar. 
3 « ſtrange providence, ſome of my papers, ancnt the cor- 
tions of this tima, are come to our King's hand | know, 
12 wile and well-affettec, I hall be cenſured, as not wiſe 
pr ©: umſpect enough z but it is ordinary, that that ſhould 
Þ- 4 part of the croſs of thoſe who {utfer for him: Yet I love 


nn WT 046on the inſtrument : I would commit my life to him, 
beit by him this hath befallen me; but I look bigher than 
od a: © | take no queſtion of your Zadyſhip's love and care 


o do t ye can for my heip; and am perſwaded chat in my 
averfiities your Zadyſhip will wiſh me well. I ſeek no other 


ig, but that my Lord may be honoured by me, in giving 
ol teſtimony. I was willing to do him more ſervice; but feeir 7 
„6, in ave no more of my labours, and this land will thru 
„% pra) for grace to learn to be acquaint with miſery, 
ewa give fo rough a name to ſuch a mark of thoſe, who 
i Wb! bs crowned with Chriſt: And howbeit I will poſſibly 
wy ron g faint-hearted unwiſe man in that, yet I dare ſay, 1 
ot Wind otherwiſe : And I defire not to go on the lee-fide or 
nn Wilde of religion, to put truth betixt me and a ſtorm ; 
%% WP Saviour did not fo for me, who in his ſuf ering took the 
uid adh. de of the hill. No further, but the Son of God be 
1t- Wich vou. 5 | F 

%,, Dec. 5. 1634. Tour Ladyſbip's in the Lord Jeſus, 5. R. 
ar — : —— — ——— —— — 
95 To my Lady K EN MUR E. 

nt 3 mulam, 2175 ; a 
x Wi *cccived your Zadiſhip's letter from J. G. I thank our 


Lord, ye are as well, at leaſt, as ong may be, who is. 
n 7 one m 5 


OY, 
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420 Mr. Rutherſoors  Fpilt. 2. 
not come home: It is a merey, in this ſtortmmy Tea, to get 4 f. 
coud wind; for none of the ſaints get à firſt, but ti me 
take the winds, as the Lord of the {cas cauſeth them 14 gy. 
and the inn, as the Lord and Maſter of the inns heath ordered 
it: if contentment. were here, heaven were not heave, Whas 
ever ſeek the world to be their bed, ſhall at velt nit hn 
and il! made, and a ſtohe under their tide to hold tm 4. 
ing, rather than a ſoft pillow to ilcep upon. Ye ht 4 
blels your Lord, that it is. not worſe: We live in alc, ves 
many bare ſuffered ſhipwrack, aud have need chat (hit 1; 
at the helm of the ſhip. it is a mer to win to heaven, 
with much hard toil and heavy labour, and to take it yi. 
lence, ill end well as it may be: better go IWwimmnin, an 
wet through our waters, than drown by the way eh i 
now when truth ſuffereth, and great men bid Chriſt ft lynn, 
and contract kimfelf in leis bounds, as it be took co nyc 
co . T expe gur new Prelate thall iy my fitting. ' rs 
by a threed, but ir is (it I nay ſpeak {0 } of Chriſt's nin; 
there is ne quarrel more boneſt or honourable, than o e 
tor truth; hut the worſt is, that this Kirk is like to K 4 
all her lovers and friends itand afar off, none mourn with ber, 
and none mourn for her. Rut the Lord Jeſus wil! 1 bs 

ut out of his conqueſt lo fggyn, in _Setland 3 It will (or 
the Kirk and truth wilt riſe again within three days, nd 
Chriſt again ſhall ride upon bis white horſe 5 howbe:: 
horſe ſeem now to ſtumble, yet he cannot fall: the ee 
Chrit's harveſt in the end of the earth is not yet cc 
I peak not this, becauſe I wouid have it ſo, but upon be 
grounds than my naked liking : But enough of chi- tul- 
ject. I long to be fully aiſured of yuor Zadij1ip's wellire, and 
that your ſoul protpercth,eipectally row in your ſolitar) 
when your comforts outward are c and when Chritlt i 
you for ine very uptaking. I know, his love ta you is itil 
running over, and his love hath not fo bad a are/m07y as c tor, 
get you and your dear child, who hath two Fechers in bcnveg 
the one the Ancient of days, I truſt in his mercy, he nil 
{omething laid up for him above, howes er ir may go wih 
kim bere, 1 know, it is long ſince your Tadiſbip l. £15 
werd turned your ſtep mot he-; and did forſake you. M1741 
ye have realpn to take in good part a lean dinner ard ipit 
| diet, in this lite, ſeeing your large ixpper of the. {anus 
ns Preparing will, recompenſe all: Let it go, which was novel 
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in will vicar florter and ſnorter, and ne is meaſured to 
en by ounce-welghits : and then I know, your bepe jhall be 
„ (il car of corn, and not Blaſted with wind: it may be 
vou joy, that your anchor is up wWitain the rail, and that 
TE ground it is cat upon; is not fall, but hrow God hath 
done his part: I hope ye will not deuy to fiih and ferch home 
' your love to himlelf; and it is but too narrow ind hort 
tor n, it it were more: if ye were before pour'ng all your 
% (it it had been many gallus more) in upon your Lord, 
il {1015 fell by in the in- pouring, he-iorgiveth you ; He hath 
eng dos all that can be done, to Min beyond it all, and hath 
A Vers to woo your love irem bimielf, exzept one valy 
child: what is his purpoſe herein, he knoweth belt, who hath 
taken vour foul in tutoring 2: Your faith way be bolaly chari- 
tal'e of Chriſt, that, however matters go, the worlt ſhall be 
a tired traveller, and a jeyfal and ſweet welcome-hon:s. The 
your winter=night is broken: Look to the ealt. the 
is breaking; think not that Chriſt loleth tim, or lin- 
gereth unſuitably, O fair, far, and ſweet morning We ate 
bu as {ea-pailengers 4 it we look right, we axe upon our 
corvniry-coalt 3 our Redeemer is faſt coming, to take this 
old worin- eaten world, like an old moth-caten garment, in 
his two hands, and co roll it up, and lay it by him. 1 hoſa 
are the lat Jays, and an dach is given, Rev. x. by God him- 
e That time ſhall be more: and when time it (elf is old and 
pray anred, it were good we were away, Thus, Madam, 
je ve J am, as my 855 is, dedious in my lines; your £4- 
4% will pardon it. The Lord Jeſus be with your (pirit. 
Auth, ſan. 18. Dar Ladiſhip's at all obedience _ 
1675, in Cbriſt, S. K. 
— — — — — — 
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To my Lady 


Right bonourable, 5 | a 
Cannot pud a time for writing ſome things I intended on 
T, Fhave been lo taken up with the broils, that we are 
in nbred with in our calling: for Prelates will have us 
either to fwallow/ovr light, over, and digeit it, contrary ts 
dur fomachs, howbcit we ſhould vomit out conicience and 
all, in this rreubleſom conformity z or then he will try, U 
deprivation can convert us to the ceremonial faith. 1 Write 
ty your Ladiſhip, Medam, not as diſtruſting your affection, 
r ilipgnels $0 ul me, as your Ladiſbip is able by your « "I 
3 * Aren C 0 Nr * . ; f Ot BM |\ | 
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feif or others, but to advertiſe you, that I hang by a fa 


threed For our learned Prelate, becauſe we cannot v with tr 

1 his eyes, fo far in a mill-ſtone, as his light doth, i 1 
not follow his Maſter, meek Jeivs, who waited aper the * 

| wearied and ſhort-breathed in the way to heaven: ond where 1 
n ſec not alike, and ſome are we ker, be carrieth the |n-nh; 1 
50 in his boſom, and leadeth geatly thoſe that are wit asg. 11 
„ But we mutt Either fee all the evil of crrewonies to ben. 1 
38 as indifferent ſtraws, or ſuffer no lefs than to be caſtor ut 44 ; 
. the Lord's inheritance. Madam, if I had time, 1 wou'd d 01 
| more at length; but your LTadiſhip will pardon me, ti)! nt. t. 
x8 ter occaſion. race be with you ard your child, and bear you c 
Wn. company to your beſt home. | | | } 
I Anmoth, ſune 8. Dur Ladiſhip's in bis ſwiet 7 
. 1626, Lord Jeſus, 5. . t: 
1. — ans ͤ —ü—— r — ——2Ä—KE»ʒ-1“., . — 1 
1 To» EARLSTOUN Eider. 0 
n £ 
5 Much hinoured Sir, Þ 
IF T Have heard of the mind and malice of your :dyer'wies 
1 l againtt you: It is like they will extend the law they have, 25 
Wh; in length and breadth, anſwerable to their heat of mind but io 
uf it is a great part of your glory, that the cauſe is not yours, ma 
By but your Lord's whom ye ſerve: and I doubt not, but Chill t 
. will count it his horfour, to back his weak ſervant; an it 3 
3 5 were a ſhame for him ( with reverence to his holy Name ) ch a 
N he ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be in the common of ſuch a pour l 
4 | man as ye are, and that ye ſhould give out for him, and nut w 
HP get in again: Write up your depurſements for your Matten t 
1 | Chriſt, and keep che count what ye give out, whether name, 25 
Wl: credit, goods or life, and ſuſpend your reckoning ci ag" fe 
"6 the evening; and remember that a poor weak ſervant of Chriſt li 
1086 wrote it to you, ye ſhall have Chrift, @ King, caut ion fer), m 
ib 2rcomes and. all your leſies. Reckon not from the forenoor . 1 
1 12 ake the word of God for your warrant, and for Shri 0 
17 act of cautloury, howbeit body, life and goods go for Chri- n 


8 
Four Lord, and though ye ſhould loſe the head for him; yet, fi 
| Tale xxi. 18. There ſhall not one hair of your head periſo. v- K 
i 19. in fatięnee therefore poſſeſs your ſoul- And becau'c 4 
4 ye are the firſt man in Galloway called out, and queſtioned 0 
| for the name of Jeſus, his eye hath been upon you, as upon Wl /' 
dye whom he deſigned toy be among his witneſſes: Chai 1 
8 * hath aid, Alexander Gordon ſball lead the ring in as a 
= | | | "A bart 0 
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210d cenfellien; and therefore he hath put the garland of ſut- 
ſering for himſe lf, firſt 
ue the more obliged to him, and fear not; for he la yeth 
is right hand on your head: He who was dead and is alive, 
Win piead your cnuſe, and will look 4ff-ntively upon the 
vpzocels from the beginning to the erd; and the Shiri of Glory 
tall reſt upon You, Rev. it. 10. Fear none of theſe things 
wh. theu ſhalt ſuffer: bebold the devil ſhall raft ſome of you 
to priſon. that ye may be tried, and ge ſhall have tribulati- 
on ten days. Be thou faithful unto the death,' aud I will give 
thee the crown of life. This lovely One Feſus, who allo be- 
ce the Son of man, that he might take ſtrokes for you, 
write the crofs-{weeridng and foul-ſupporting ſenſe: of theſe 
rd in your hearr. "Theſe rumbling wheels of Scotband's 
te days tribulation are under his look, who hath ſeven ces. 
Take an houſe on your head, aud lip your ſelf by faith under 
inis wings, till the ſtorm be ever: And remember, when 
he aye drunk us down, Feraſulem will be. a cup of trem- 
dung and of poiſon, Zech. xii. 2. They thall be ain to vo- 
mit out the ſazats; for Tudah, v. 6. ſpall be @ hearth of fire 
in 4 ſbeaf,, and they ſhall devour all the people round aboat, 
-n the right hand, and on the left. Wo to Zion's one: 


mics, they have the work? of it; for we have writ fur 
tie victory. Sir, ye were never honourable till now: Chis is 
your glory, that Chriſt hath put you in che roll with himſeif, 


and the xeſt of the witneſſes, who are come out of great tribu» 
lation, and have waſhen their garraents, and made them 
white in the Bleod of the Lamlz, Be not caſt down, fer What 
th: {cryants of Antichrift caſt in your teeth, That ye are 4 
bead io, and favourer of the Puritans, and leader to that 
ſet: It your conſcience lay, Alas, bere js muck din aid. 
littie done (as the is) becauſe ye lave nat dens (a 
much tervice to Chrift that way, as ye might and mould; 
Lake courage from that ſame temptation 3, for your Lord 
Criſt looketh upon that very challenge, as an hungring de- 
lire in you to have done more than ye did; and that fiſleth up 


the blank, ard he will accept of what ye have dene in that 


kind, If great men be kind to you, I pray you overlook 


tem; if they ſmile on you, Chriſt but borroweth their face, 
'0 imile through them upon his afflicted ſervant : know the 


Vellbead; for all that, learn the way to the Well it ſelf, 
I bank God that Chriſt came to your houſe in your 2 biencsy 


"ng :vok witz kim tome of your children: He prefumeth 
* CE 2 


upon your bead think your ſelf fa | 
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fac: qucition not, 15 they were children of god, 
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chat nuch on your love, that ye would rot offend ard h. 
belt g fhould take the reit, he cannot come upon your nv 


think, them well-beftowed-upon him. Expounct well tun reds 
en yon, ne in your houle at home, another on Jour gur 
perſon abroad: Loy: thinketh no evil ; if ye were not Chrill's 
wheat, appointed tab, bread in lis houle, he would not prin 
you, But koep tac middle line, neither deſpiſe por : Ae. 
7.it, 5. Ye les your Father is homely with you: Strokes of ; 
father evidence kindneſs and care; take them {o. I hope ye 
Lord hith manifeſted himſelf to you, and luggeſed the gr 
more choice thoughts abont his dealing with you We ir; 
uſing our weak moyen and credit for you, up at au; own 
court; as we dem, e pray the King to hear us, and the e 
man to ode fe with you, and Fand in hand, 
fiery gven, and to quicken and encourage your unbel vip“ 
heart, when ye dreop and deſpond. Sir, te the borour 
Chritt be it ſaid, my Faith goeth with my pen nod | an 
reſently believing (hriſt ſhall bring you out. Tru“! 
78g ſhall keep the crown of the cauſe yet; the faints %;l 
ies religion go naked at noon day, free from ſhame au 
6; men: We ſhall divide Sechem, and ride upon ths ip) 
places of Jatceb. Remember my obliged reſpeRs and los 
my Lady Fenmure and her tweet nild. ey 
Anweth, ſuly 6. Teurs ever in bis ſwec! 
1626, | Jeſus, 85. 
239 A ith ——ͤ ͤ —ꝓä . — —kꝛ—ñ—P — — —2— 2 


Ts the Viſcounteſs of KEN MUR L. 


Madam, 8 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I know ye are ne! 
* many comforters, and that the promifed Comforter i5 ret 
"hard aſſo; yet, becauſc found your Lediſhip confort to 
my ſelt, in my {ad days, that are not yet over my head, i U 
my part, and more in many reſpects (howbeit I can do fit 
God knoweth, in that kind) te ſpeak to you in your 
neſs-lot. I Know, Dear and nible Lady, this loſs of yu! 
dear child came upon you, one piece and part of it 2iter 5 
ther; and that ye was looking tor it, wy that now thc Al 
mighty hath brought on you that which ye feared ; 
vhat your Lord gave you lawful warning: And 1 hop”, jor 
his fake, who brewed and masked this cup in heaven, 1 
gladly drink and ſalute, and welcome the oro. 4 am a 


5 


7 


<> n ew 3£A©%,, is. © = 


K AM A 


pit. 25. iN 
not your orÞPs mind to feed you with judment and wirme 
1 4, and to give you waters of gal; to drink, Bek. Axiv. 
„ Yor. ix. 15+ I know, your cup is lu ared with τ r; and 
wat the withering of tne bloom, tl:- wer, even the white 
and cd of worldly joys, is for no other end, but to b4y out 


t the ground the reverſion of your heart and love. Madam, 
Ihlerihe to the Almighty's wi; put your band to the pen, 


det the eroſs of your Lord ſeſus have your ſ1b;niffve and 
tetoatute AMEN. 
d ſay, it is not all your own, the beit halt of it is Chriſt's; 
en our erals is no born baſtard, but lawtully begotten, It 


Fraue not out of the duſt, Job v. 5. It Chriſt and ye be 


þaivers of this-ſuffering, and he ſay, Half mine, what ſhould 
„vou? And J am here right upon the tile of the word of 
Gol, Fhil. ill. 10. The fellowſhip f Chriſt's ſufferings, Co), 
i. 29. The remnant of the affiitions f Chriſt. Heb. xi. 28. 
renal of Chriſt, Tt were but to ſnift the comforts of God, 
to 2y, Zhriſt bad never a croſs as mine, he had neve; a dead. 
child, and ſo this is not his croſs, neither can hie in that 
r:-anirg be the Owner of this croſs: but 7 hope, Chriſt, whem 
"e n:.477ricd you, married you and all the croff:s, and wo- 
hearts that follow you; and the werd maketh ro exception, 
{(e. Kii. 9. In ell their Afflidions be was afflited : Then 
Chiriſt bore the firſt ſtroke of this croſs, it rebounded off tim 
upon you, and ye got it at the lecond hand, and ye and 
de arg halyers in it: And / ſnall believe, tor my part, he 
wodeth to diſtill heaven out of this lofs, and all others the 
like; or wiſdom deviſed it, and Ive laid it on, and Chriſt 
g vneth it as his n, and putteth your ſhoulder on'y benvath 
a piece of it. Take it with joy as no haſtard crofs, but 18 a 
y.ration of Gad well-born; ang ſpend the reit of your ap- 
poinced time, till your change come, in the work of belicy- 
ing; and let faith, that never yet made 4 lie to you, ſpeak 
fer fzod's part of it, He will nt. be doth wot Malt you 4 
er @ whale-fiſh, that he krepeth you in ward, job vii 12. 
it may be, ye think not many ot rhe children of Gud ig ſuch 
hard caſe as vour ſelf; hut what would ve think of tome, 
who would exchange afflitions. and give you to *he boot * but 
1 know, Jour malt be your own alone, and Chriit's toge- 
ther. J confeſs it ſeemed ſtrange to me, that your Lord 
ihou'd have done that, which t-+meth to ding out the bot- 
en of your comforts w-ridly : hut we ſee not to the ground. 


8 and 
117 „ 
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If ye ask and try whoſe this croſs is? 1 


© the Almighty*s ern, ; he goeth by on owr-right-band, 
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and en our left , and, and we ſee bim not : We ſee but pieces 
pf te broken links of the chains of his providence, ud 0 
| he coogeth the wheels of his own providence, that we (+ 
| ot, O let the Former work lis own clay, in what frame n- 
| ; pleaſeth! Shall any teach ihe Almighty knowledge 
pPourfſue dry ſtubble, who dare iay, Whet doft thou? D not 
* | wender, to ſee the Judge of the world weave in one wel, 
| your mercics and the judgments of the houſe of Kennt 
| e can make one web of contraries. But my weak ad ice, 

with reverence and correction, were for you, dear and =; 
thy Ledy, to les how far mortifieation goeth on, and wh:: 
ſgum the Lord's. fire caſteth' cut of yo I know, bee 
your krottinels, ſince uf Lord mwhyteth and hewetn 1 
plaineth: you; and the glancing of the furnace is to 


; fee what ſcum or refuſe ye muit want, and what froth is in 
| Lature, that muſt be boiled out, and taken off in the h:- 


your trials. I do not ſay, heavicr afflictions propheke |: vice 
iltineſs; a croſs is often but a falſe prophet in hs 
t ! am ſure, our Lord would have the tin, and the b 2 
' __ mietta] in you, removed); leſt the Lord fay, The belior:+ e 
Fr at, the lead is conſumed in the fire, the founder m. 1! (n 
vain, Jer. vi. 29. And I ſhall hope, that grief ſhall not s 
ſmother your light, as not to practiſe this fo peceſſary a ty, 
to concur with him in this bleſſed deſign: I would g 
lead for the Comforter s part of it, not againſt you, A 
n, (for 7 am (ure ye are net his party) but again vour 
grief, which will have its own violent incurſions in your foul; 
and I think ic be not in your power to help it: But / nu! 
ſay, there are comforts allowed upon vou; and ther-tore 
want them not. When ye have gotten a running over bu 
Joy now, that joy will never be aifled out of the infinite ()- 
cean of delight, which is n6t diminiſued by drinking *, 
ö or drawing out of it. It is a Chriſtian art, to comfort gur 
elf in the Lord; to ſay, I was obliged to render back 9:4 
f . this child to the GCruer; and if J have had four 275 
: 1 . Joan of him, and Chriſt eternity's poſleſſion of him, the L 
1 
| 
1b 
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bath «ccped cordition with me: Hf my Lord would nat ht 
Fun and me to tryſt both in one hour, at death's or 

threſhold together, it is his wiſdem lo to do, I am fatizh cd” 
wy try is ſuſpended, not broken off, nor given up. 4. 
#4mm, 7 would J could divide forrow. with you. for 
| - eaſe; but J am but a beholder, it is eaſie to me to perl 
Tube God of comfort peak to you, and allure you wit 
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tas of loves, My removal from my flock is fo hear to ma, 

hat it maketh my life a burden to me; 1 had never ſuch a 

ionging for death: The Lord help and hold up fad clay. 

at ye ſin in drawing Mr. ili Deigiicſh from this couu- 

!ry, where the labourers are few, an the barveſt great. 

adm, deſire my Lord Argyle to lec tor proviſion to a paſtor 

for this poor people. Grace bs with you. 

Kirkea dbright, Octob. 1. Dur Ladiſbip's at all ohedi- 
1849. ence in Chrit, S. R. 
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" Much honoured, reveread and dearly beloved in our Lord, 

£ Rave, merey ard peace be t you all, 1 know there 
FJ are many in this nation, more able than is to {peak to 
the e fferers for, and witneſles of Jeſus Christ; yet pardon 
nc to ſpeak a little to you, who are called in queſtion tor the 
Colpel, once committed to you, i hope ye are not ignge 
rant, that as peace was left. to you in krilt's teſtament, is 
hs other half of the teſtament was a legacy of Chriſt's 
lotferings, John xvi. 55+ Theſe things I bave ſporen, that ins 
2 je might baue peace ; in the world ys ſho! baye . 
Je. Becauſe then ye are made xfigns and heirs +0 4 liſe- 
rent of Chriſt's erols, think that fiery trial no ſtrange thing: 
rot the Lord Jeſus ſhall be no loſer by purging the Aroſs and 
tin gut of his Church in Irelend ; bis wine preſs is but iquee- 
ung out the dregs, the {cum, the froth and ro{uſe of that 
Charch. I had once the proof of the tweet {mell, and the ho- 
neſt and honourable peace, of that ſlandered ching, the Crofs 1 
Four Lord Jelus.s But though ( alas ) that theſe golden days 
that then L had, be now in 2 great part gone ; yet I dare lay, , 
that the iſſue and out · gate of your ſufferings ſhall be che ad- 14 

vantage, the golden reign and dominion or the goſpel, and tu 
high glory of the never enough - praiſod Prince of the kings of NM 
41: earth, and the changing of the brals of the Lord's Temple ll i 

| 


among you into gold, and the iron into filver, and the wood 
into braſs : Your gffcers ſhall yet be peace, and your exadtors 
rightcouineſs, Iſa· Ix» vs 17, 18. Your old allen wells ſhall get |: 
a new name, and the gates of your Jeruſalem mall get a ne 1 
(tile; they ſhall call your walls, Salvation, and your gates. 084 
Preifes Tanew that Deputy. Prelates, Papiſts, temporiting * 81 
E proud mockers of our Lord, N ur ĩſt ron e 
' coat, and all your cnemies, have neither Angers nor We 
ab 4 J ey Oe" -fruments, || 1 | 
L a { 
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Mur gold and filver is at the bank, an 


Mr. Ratberfoerd's Epiſt. 2» 
ſtrumeres of war to pick out on» ſtono out of your will. |. 
each ſtone of your wall is ſalvation, I dare give hon n 
royal and princely Maſter's word for it, that frelexd ſſial b 
ix Bride to feſus, and Chriſt ſhall build on her a palace 
Hlver, Cant. viii. 9. Therefore weep pot, as if there wer» ng 
hope; fear not, put on ſtrength, put on your beautiful g 
ments, Iſu. lit. 1. Your foundation ſhall be fapphices, 
fiv. 11, 12. your windows and gates previous ſtones, ! og); 4. 
ver the water, and behold and tee, who is or the den dans 
waiting tor your land ing: Your deliverance'is conelud ed, ſub. 
ſeribed and ſealed in heaven; your goods that are taker, try; 
you, for Chriſt and his T ruth's iake, are but arreſted 2nd ua 
an pawn, and not taken away: There is much laid up b. yo, 
in his ſtore-houle, whole the earth and the fulneſs thereo! ; 
your garments are ſpun, and your Rocks are teeding in tl 
Helds, your bread is laid up for you, your drink iss ver, 
4 the intereſt gocti on 
and groweth, and yet | hear, that your task-maſters dar 
and ſpoil you, and fine you, Your prilons (my bretbren 
have two.keys; the Deputy, Prelates and Officers keep but th 
won keys of the priſon, wherein they put you: but he ine 
hath created the {mith, hath other keys in heaven; the: tors 
ye ſhall not die in the priſon: other men's ploughs are about. 


ms for your bread, your enemies are gathering in your rents, 


He that is k iſſing his Bride on this fide of the fea in Srori aud, 
is beating her beyond the ſea in Heland, and feeding her with 
the bread of adverſity and the water of afli&ion ; and yet he is 
the ſame Lord to both. Alas! I fear that Scotland be undon? 
and ſlain with this great mercy of retormation, becauſe there 
is not here that life of religion, anſwerable to the huge great- 
nels of the work, that dazſeth our eyes: For the Lord is rc 
Joicing over us in this land, as the bridegroom r joiceth over 
the bride 3 and the Lord hath changed the name of Scetland 
they call us now no mare forſaken nor de ſ late, but our lan 
is called Hephzibah and Beulah, Iſa. Ixii. 4. for the Lord de- 
lightethin us, and this land is married to himſelf: there is now 
an high-way made through our Zion, and it is called the way 
of holine fe; the unclean ſhall not paſs over it, the Way fa 
men, though. fools, ſhall not err in it: the wilderneſs doth v. 
Joice and bloſſom as the roſe ; The ranſyined of the Lorc at 
returned back unto Zion, with ſongs and everlaſting je 
> oa Iſa. xxxv. 10. The Caneanits is put out 0; cu! 
Lord's houſe; there is not a beaſt lei to do hurt (at lealt 
Pt 4 oY pro- 
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etledly) in all the holy movntain of the Lord, Our Lord 
allen to wretMle with his enemies, and hath brought us out 
F „pt; we have the ſtrength of an wucorn, Num. xxiii. 


„. he Lord hath eaten up the ſons of Babel, he hath bro- 
K their bones, and hath pierced them through with his ar- 


os; we take them captives whole captives we were, and 
„ee over our epprefjors, iſa. xiv. 2. It is not brick, nor 

day, ror Babel's curſed timber and ſtones, that is in our 1&- 

cord temple; but our princely King, Jeſus, is building his 

Honſe e palace-work and carved-ſtones ; it is the habitation 

oi the Ford. We do weleome Ireland and England to our: 
W-l-loved : We invite you, O daughters of Jeraſalem, to 
done down to our Lord's garden, ard feek our Welbeloved 
with us; for his love will tutfice both you and us: We do ſend 
vou love-lerters over the lea, to requeſt you to come and to 
ry our King, and to take part of our bed; and we truſt 
ber Lord is fetehing a blow upon the beaſt and rhe ſcarlet-. 
eu whore, to the end he may bring in his ancient Wi- 
don ite, our dear Siſter, the Church of the Ic we. O what 


and ſuck che breaſts of their little Siſter, and renew their 
ol ove with their firſt Husband, Cbriſt our Lord They 
we led in God's word, as a Bride contracted upon Jelus ! 


between Chriit and them] The lings of Larſniſh and the ils 
muſe ring preſents to ou, Lord Jeſus, Pſal. Ixxii. 10. And 
Fri:ain is one of the chieteſt iſies: Why then but we may he- 
e, that our kings of this Hand fhall come in, and bring 
go to the new Jeraſalem, wherein Chriſt mall dwell, 
in) latter days? ſt is dur part to pray, That the king doms 
ti earth ma become Chriff's. Now | exhort you in the 


for they ſhall be cut off: They may well eat 


jou and drink you, but they thall be forced to vomit you out 
Wann alive. 


as for Chriſt and we are halyers and joint owners of one 
anc the ſame croſs : And therefers he that Knew well what 
tufferin s were, as he eſtzemed all tbings but lojs fir Chriſt, 
od 4:4 judge them but dung, ſo did he allo judge of them, 

1 © ACN that 
1 


O ior a 7 y this fleth of mine, of the propheti2d marriage 


It two things were firmy believed, ſufferings 
wud have no weight: It the fellowſhip of Chriſt's ſufferings 
were well known, who would not gladly take part with ſe- 


a heavenly heaven were it to ſee them come in by this mean, 


Lord ſeſus, not to be diſmayed nor afraid for the two tails gf' - 
th. imoxing fre-brands, the herce anger of the Deputy” 
WIL! Pu ay or, and of the baſtard relates with the power” 

of the bea 
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430 Mr. Ratherfoord#s Epil. 2, 
tt be might bum the fellowſbip of his ſufſering:, 5. 
Lite 10. O how: fwect a fight is it, to fee a crols bedwixt 
Chriſt and us ; to hear our Redeemer lay, at every Gigi, 114 
every blow, and every loſs of a believer, Half ine! 5 
they are called, The ſufferings of chriſt, and the repeat, 'f 
Chrift, Cel. ii. 24. Heb. xi. 26. As when two ire 1 ar 4 
the lols be. 


. 


LS 
= _ 
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Jay, peace, faith, gaodnels, lang-luffering and patience, gro 
ing and ſpringing like the flowers of God's garden, ot ©: 1 
ſuch ſtony wa curſed ground as the hatred of the Tele, te 
165 and the malice of their higb Commiſſioam, and the Antichr:iis * 
„ | Hloody hand and heart Is not here art and wiſdom / i: f,, 
\{%) Here heaven indented in hell (if I may ſay fo) like a jew! © () 
With okill in a ring with the enamel of Chriſt's croſs * Ti: 


zubis 


Epilt. 27. LETTERS, 43x 
bie and riches of glory, that groweth up aut of his croſs, 
bench telling - Now the plackeſt and hotteſt wrath, and moſt 
fer; and all- devouring indignation: of tlie Judge of men and 
«nz0's, ſhall come upon them that deny our {weet Lord Jeius, 
u out their hand to that Oath of wickedneſr now prefied - 
Ihe Lord's coal at their heart ſhall burn them up both ret and 
brauch; The Nates of great men that have dons fo, it they do 
not repent; 1all conſume away, and the ravens hail dwell in 
their houſes, and. their glory ſhall he ſhame. Oh, for the 
{ 0:6's lake, keep faſt by Chriſt, and fear not man that thail 
die, and wither as the gras: I he Deputy” s blootu hall fall, 
ad the Prelates ſhall eaſt their Aower, and the cant wind of 
me Lord, of the Lord ſtrong and mighty, thail blaſt ava 
break them: Therefore fear theo not; they are but idols, that 
n neither do evil nor goed. Walk net in the way of thole 
p:opic that ſlander the footfteps of our royal and princely 
ancinced King, Jeſus, now riding upon his white horte in 
$:-:1and ; Let Jehovah be your fear, That Gectee of Ziuu s 
d:liverance, paſſed and ſcaled up before the throne, 15 now 
, 20d hall bring forth « child, even the Ruin and F of 
ww black kingdom, and the Antichriſi s throne, in thee kings 
doms: The Lord hach begun, and he ſhall make an end., Wha 
did ever hear the like of this? Before Scotland travailed, 
ſve brought forth, and before ber pain came, ſhe was delinrte 
rd of A man- child, Ia. \xvi. 7, 8. And when all is dane. 
huppole there were no {weetoeſs in our Lord's eroſa, yet it is 
(we-r for his fake, for that lovely One, / Chrift 5 whoſe 
den and royal ſupremacy is the que tion this day in Great 
Britain, berwixt us and our adveriaries: And who would 
dot think him worthy of the ſutfering for 7 What is burning 
quirk 2 What is drinking of our own hearts - blood ? And unt is 
2 draugbt of melt-lead for his glory? lets than a draught of 
cad water to a thirſty man, if the right price and due 
value were put on that worthy, worthy Prince, Jeſis. Ob, 
vho can weigh bim! Ten theuſand thouſand heavens would 
rot he one feale, or the half of the ſcale of the balance rs lay 
bin in. Oh, black angels, in comparijon-of him! Oh, dim, 
11 dark and lightleſs lun, in regard of that fair Sun of righ- 
troulnefs! Oh, feckleſs and worthleſs heaven of heavens, 
„hen they ſtand beſide my worthy and lofty,” and high 
2nd excellent Welboloved! Oh, weak and infirru cay-kings? 
Oh, soft and feeble mountains of braſs, and weak created 
engt, in regard of our mighty and Hrong Lord of __ 
| | l 
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422 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 2. 
Oc, fooliſh wiſdom of men and angels, when it is adh 
balanee b2tide that ſpotleſs ſubtantia! Wildom of the Hat 
I heaven and earth, and ten thouſand heavens, cn une 
a hout theſe heavens that now are, wers are all in on: Hg 
07 paradiſe, decked with all the faireſt roles, flowers ange 
that can come forth from the art of the Almighty nimfelf; 
yet let hut our one Flower, that groweth out of the t ot 
Je ſſe. beſide that orthard of pleaſure, one look of him, +4 
view, on: taſte, one ſmell of his God-head, would iH 
exceed, and go beyond the ſmell, colour, beauty and . 
nejs of that paradile. O to be with child of his lov =! and +- 
2 luffocate (if that could be) with the ſmell of his meet. 
neſs, were a iveet fill and lovely pain. Oh, worthy. wor- 
thy lovelinels ? Oh, leſs of the creatures, and more of. 
h, open the paflage of the well of love and glory on us, 
dry pits and withered trees! Oh, that Jewel and Flor. of 
heaven! If our Zeloved were not miltaken by us, and 9. 
known to us, he would have no ſcarvity of wooers and {4iter;; 
he would make heaven and earth both ſee, that they c 
quench his love, for his love is a fea : Oh, te be a thoulry? 
tathoms deep in this ſea of love! He, he himielt is mor: ev. 
cellenr than heaven: For heaven, as it cometh into th: 
{ouls and ſpirits of the glorifed, is but © creature ; 2nd he i: 
ſomething, and a great ſomething more chan a creature. (, 
what a life were it, to it Heſides this Well of love, and dr. 
ard fog, and ſing and drink; and then to have deſires and 
ſnul faculties ſtretched and extended out many thouland ta- 
thoms in length and breadth, to take in ſeas and rivers oi 
love | Leaneſtly defire to tecommend this love to you, that 
„bis love may cauſe you to keep bis commandments, and to 
keep lean fingers, and make clean feet, that ye may wat 
the redecined of the Lord. Wo, wo be to them that put 01 
his Name, and ſhame this love of Chriſt, with a le and 
profane life : Their feet, tongue, and hands, and eycs, give 
a ſhameleis lis to the holy Gotpel, which they profeſs. ' . 
ſeeeh you in the Lord, keep Chriſt, and walk with him ; et 
not bis fairneſs be {potted and ſtained by godleſs iivinge 
Ob! who can find in their heart to fin againſt love? ara #1 
a love, as the glori ed in heaven ſhall delight to dive 
and drink of for ever; for they are evermore drinking in oe, 
and the cup is {till at their head, and yet without log 
for they fill drink, and ſtill defire to drink for ever and c ver 
is not this à long-laſting upper * Now, if any of our cour 
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Epllt. 28. 433 


t:/-pe plc, profeſſing Chriſt jelus, have braught theme) ves 


andes the ſtroke and wrath of the Almighty, by yielding to 
Anti rift in an hairs breadth, but eſpecially by :wearing and 


(ub{-r1bing that blaſphemous Oath, (which is the Church of 


„ans black hour of tempration) 1 would entreat them, by 
te mercies of God at their laſt ſummons, to repent, and 
onznly contels betore the world, o the glory of the Lord, 
tir denial of Chrift : Or otherwiic, if either man or wo- 
m. will ſtand abide by that Oath, then, in the Name and Au- 
thority of the Lord Jelus, | let them fee, that they forfeit 
Licir dart of heaven; ard let them look for no lets than a 
baik- burden of the pure unmised wrath of God, and the 
vague of apoſtaies and deniers of car Lora Jeſus. Let not 
ms, 4 tranger to you, who never {aw your face in the fle ſh, bs 
Jong it bold in writing to you; for the bop? 1 have of aglori- 
us (urch in that Land, and the love of Chriſt, conitraineth 
17. 1 know, the worthy ſer vants of Chriſt, who once laboured 
ang you, coale not to write to you allo ; and | {hal deſire 
to e excuſed that I do join with them. Pray for your Siſter- 
church in Scotlend; and let me entreat you tor the aid of your 
pavers for my leif, and flock, and way pol and my fear of 
z (7: 1:portation from this place of the Lord's Vineyard. Now 
tic very God of peace fanctifie you throughout. Grace be 
wit! you all. | 

Anwith, 1639. Tur brother and companien in the king dom 

and pati:nce of Fefus Cbriſt, S. &. 


—_— 


— CONF SES 
— 


J. bis reverend and much benonred Brother, Dr. Alexander 
Lighton, Cbriſt's priſoner in bonds at London. 

Reverend and muck honour: d prifoner of hipes 

* ace, mercy and peace be to you: it was not my. part, 
5 whom our Lord hath enlarged, to forget you his pri- 
rer. When I conſider, how. long your nigat hath been, L 
rk Chriſt, hath a mind to put you in tree grace's debt, ſo 
wach the deeper, as your iufferings have been of {olong 3 
continuance. But what if Chriſt mind you no joy. but pu- 
blick joy, with enlarged and triumphing Zion ?, 1 thing. Str, 
ye would love it beſt, to ſhare and divide your ſong of joy with 
{41 and to have myſtical Chriſt in Britain batter and com- 


4 ͤ —— * 


partner with your enlargement. I am ſure, your joy burder- 


ing and neighbouring with the joy of Chrit's Hride, would 
be ſo much the ſweeter; that it were publick. I theught, it 
Ciicih had halved my mercies, and delivered lus Bride and 
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234 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epill, 25 
not me, that his praifes ſhuald have been double to who the þ 
gre: But now two rich merdes, conjoined in one, he (help, 
{rom our Lord more thanhaif praiſes : Oh, that mercy 1.0, 1 
% beguile, and ſteal away our coants and acknowledpmes: 
Worte Sir, J hope I ed not exhort you to go on. ir hos. 
inp tor the ſalvation of God: There hath not been { n 
taken fron: your time of eai@ and created joys, as eternity fil 
add to your heaven. Ve know, when one day in hoxven yy 
paid you, yea, art overpaid your bleca, bonds, ſorrow 214 
ſefferings, that it would trouble angels underſtanding, 1, 
lay the count of that ſuperplat of glory, which erernity 1; 
and will give you. Oh, hut your and-glaſs of lufferinps a 
loffes comvrh to little, when ic mall counted and 
pared with tne glory that abideth you on the other {ils 
the water! Ye have no Yeilure to r&oire and ſing here, Whale 
timo goeth about you, and where your Pſalus will Le nt; 
therefore ye will think eltrnity and the long day t 
that ſholl be meaſured with no other Sun nor Horolovo, tr 
che long life of the Ancient of Days to mealure of pratics, 
little enough you: If your tpan-length ot time he cl,. 
cannot but think your Lord can no more take your G 8 d 
your Lands without the in come and recompence ot 
grace, than he would take the ſuiferings of Paul, ard“ 
other dear ſer vants, that were well paid home bey 
counting, Rom. viii. 19. If the wildem of Chriſt hath 4. 
you Antichrijt's eye-ſore, and his auuy, 2 are to thank ( 
that ſuch a piece of clay as ye are, is made the field of glo 
work upon: It was the 23 aim, that che clay ſhould 
praiſe him; and I hope it ſatisſieth you, that your clay is 
Fic glory, Oh, who can fwifor enough for ſuch a Lord and 
who can lay out in bank enough of pain, fhame, loſles, r. 
ture, to receive in again the free interelt of eternal glory? 
2 Coro iv. 17. Oh, how advantageous à bargaining is it wich 
ſuch a rich Lord! if your hand and pen had been at leifurs to 
ain glory in 8 it had been but paper-glony; but 
Bear of u pnblick croſs ſo long, for the now concroverted r. 
vilepes of the crown and ſrepire of tree King Jeſin, the Prin: 
of the kings of the earth, is glory hooked inheaven. Worth) 
and dear Brother, if ye go to weigh Telus his ſweetneſ, 
celleney, gl and beauty, and lay ſore againſt him 
ounec? or drahms of ſuffering for him, ye ſhall be stra- 
two ways. 1. It will be a pain to take the compariſon, 


diſproportion being by ng wadertanding imaginghts N. 
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V heaven's arithmetick and angels wore let Yo work, they 
would never number the degrees of difference. 2. Ji ſhould 
frengtiien you to find à icale for the balance to jay chat high 
aud {ty One, that over-tranſ cending Prince of #xecliency in- 
o: U our mind could fanry as mary created havens as time 
hat had minutes, trees have had leaves, and clouds have 
had cin drops, fince the firſt ſtone of the creation was laid, 
they ſhould not make half a feile ts bear and weigh coundlefs 


bearing, and whoſe dying ye carry about with you in your body, 
js ont of all cry and conſiderat ion, beyond and above all our 
thoughts. For my telf, I am content to tced upon wendring 


the incomparable glory, Which is in thai exalted Prince z and 
| think, ye could with for more ears to give him chan ye 
ye, fince ye hope theſe cars ye now have given hin, all 
be paſtages to take in tne muſick of his glorious voice. | would 
an both believe and pray for a new Bride of Jews and Gen- 
tile; to our Lord Jelus, after the land of graven images ſnall 
be i waſte; and that our Lord ſeſus is en borſe-back, 
hinting and purſuing the beaſt ; and that Ergleard and fre- 
, alt be well-ſweeped chambers for Chriſt and his riph- 
tow es to dwell in; for he hath opered our graves in Scot- 
land, and the two dead and buried witneſſes are riſen again, 
and are propheſying. Oh that princes would glory and 5caj{ 
themſelves in carrying the train of Chriſt's ribe-ropal in their 
ums! Let me die within haif an hour after i have ſeen the 
Sen of God his Temple enlarged, and the cords of Jeruſalem's 
lent lengthned, to take in a more numerous company for = 
Bride to the Son of God. Oh, if the corner or foundatior- 
tone of that houſe, that new houſe, - were laid above 


tre! Oh! who can add to him, who is that great All? If 


bt would create ſuns and moons, new beavens, thouſant 
taouland degrees more perfect than theſe that now are; and 
gain, make a new creatzon ten thouland thouſand degrees in 
erection beyond that new creation; and again, ſtill for eter- 
ai, multiply nem heavens : They ſhould never be 2 perfett 
lelemblance of that inſinite excellency, order, weight, meaſure, 
heauty and ſweetneſs that is in him. Oh, how little of him 
00 we ſee! Oh, how ſhallow are our thoughts of him! Oh, 
if I had gain for him, and ſhame and leſſes for him, and more 
dey and ſpirzts for him; and that I could go upon earth with- 


love, 
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excellency into» And theretore the Ring, whoſe axarks ye arg 


ſowetimes, at the heholding but of the borders and lite of 


ur deve, defire, bipe, becaule Chriſt hach taken away my 
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ove, defire and hope to heaven with him I Know, worthy 
Sir, your lufferings tor him are your glory; and eon 
weary not: his falyation is near, at hand, and thall nu; arg, 
Pray for me: His grace be with you, 
St. Andrews, Nov. 22. | Tours in his ſweet Lind 
1629. | Jeſus, S. R 
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To M. Henry Stewart, his wife, and tws daug, 
prefonars of Chriſt at Dublin. 


Rn 


| 
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Rev. ill. 10. Far none of theſe things, which ye ſoa! ſuffer Fe, 


Truly honoured and dearly beloved, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you from God our latin, 
(3 and our Lord Jelus Chriſt. Think it not ſtranzc. |» 
loved in cur Lord Jeſus, that Satan can, command 
priions, and bolts, and chains; this is a piece of the den. 
R that he hath over the world Interprete 4nd ww 
erſtand our Lord well in this; be not jcalous of his (ove, 
though he mike devils ard men his under-ervants to ure 
the ruſt off your faith, and purge you from your dreſs. An 
let me charge you, O priſoners of hype, to open your win. 
dow, and to look out by faith; behold heaven's. po, th: 
peedy and ſwift Salvation of God, -that is coming to you. it 


is a broad river that faith will not look over; it 45 2% 
and a bread. (za, that they of a lively bope cannot behuid tre 
fartheſt bank and other Ba thereof: look over the a, 
your anchor is fixed within the vail; the one end ©: the c 
is about the priſoner of Chriſt, and the other is entred wi 
the vail, whither the Fore-runner is entred for you, Feb. v4. 1g, 
20. It can go ſtraight through the flames of the fire of the 
wrath of men, devils, !olles, tortures, death, and not a thre-! 
of it be ſinged or burnt ; men and devils have no.te-*| to Lite 
it in two. Hold faſt till he come: Your crols is of the c 
ot heaven and Chriſt, and paſmented over with the fit A 
comforts of the Lord's faithful Cove nant with Scotland ; ard 
that dye and colour dow abide the foul weather, and neither he 
ſtained nor caſt the colour; yea it reflects 1 ſend, like the 
crois of Chriſt, whole holy bands many a day lifted up to God, 
praying for ſinners, were. fettered and bound, as if the: bid 
ſed hands bad ſton and ſhed innocent blood: when your ove 
II, lovely Jeſus had no better than the tiyet's doom, it is 
Wonder, that your procels be Jawlels and turned uplice con: 


* 


for he was taken, fettered, buireted, whipped, {p.tted upon, "4-0 
brd he Was convicted of any fault, or ſente naed. Oh, ſuch Chil 
4 paic of ſutferers and witnelles, as Sigh und regal Feſus, ang | 

poor niece guilty clay marrowed together under one yohe! 4 
O how lovely is the crofs- with ſuch a Second ! I believe char 4113 
vor priſon is enafted in Gad's court, not to keep you till your WEL 
,: ,roath out its lite ard laſt; your croſs is wnder law to I 
tet HV again ſafe to your brethren and Aiters in Chriſt Wy 
ke h-4ven and Chriſt's back-bond tor a fair back-door out of WEE 
our 'afferinge The Saviour is on his journey with (alyartion 11 

ard deliverance tor mount Zion; and the ſword of the Lord is 
\runk with blood; and made fat with fatneſs; bis ſword is 
1111-4 19 heaven againſt Ballen, for it is che day or the Lord's 
£92-2nce, and the year vt recompence for the controverſie of 
r 2nd periwade your ſel ves, the ſtreams of the river of 
able hall be pitch, and the dutt of the land brimftone 
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„ burning pitch, Iſa. xxxiv. 8. And it your deliverance be, i 14 

dich the deliverarce of Lion, it mall be two tal vations 11 
a 10% It were good to be armed before-hand for death, or 1 
D bodily cortures tor Chriſt; and to think what a crown of ho- $ BY 
l Le, that God hath given you pieces of living clay, to be 1 
. tortured witreſſes for laving-truch ; and that ye are ſo happy, © F887 
ec (ome pints of blood to give out for the crown of WI 
rar ro a! Lord, who bath cauſed you to avouch himſelf be- | 17 
7 jore men: If ye can lend fines of three thouſand pounds Ster- If ' A 
er Chriſty let heaven's regiſter, and Chriſt's count-book N 
, Wk / in reckoning your depurtæments for him; it ſhall be en- N 
en and printed in great letters upon heaven's throne, what 0 4 
nase willing to give for him: Chriſt's papers ©: char kind 19 
95 :n00t he loſt or fallby. Do not wonder to ſce clay boaſt the 48 
10 :at I'otter, and to fee blinded-men threaten the goſpel with Wi ot 
4 cat and burial, and to raze out truth's name: But where 19 
i ie make a grave for the goſpel and the Lord's Bride 2 140 
it th and hell ſhall be but little bounds for their buriat; lay all "$40" 
14 and rubbiſh of this inch of the whole earth above our "1 
d > Spouſe, yet it will not cover her, nor bold her down x "81 
le wc hall Ve and nat die, the fhall behold the ſalvation of God. i! 11 
he et your faith friſt God a little, and be not afraid tor a tmoks: | | 17 


2 


27 fire-brand';; there is more imoke in Babylem s furnace tam | | 
„ ©> fire 3 vill dooms-day ihall come they ſhalt never tee 11 
e. / Secttænd and our cuyenant burnt to aſhęs; or if it * 
abe thrownim the Grezyet it eahnot be ſo burnt or buried, 
© 97 0 Hays à rcturrection: angry clay's wind ſhall ſhaker 
| | D 4 none 


cy © 
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423 Mr. Rutberfoord's Epiſt, 28 
none of Chriſt's cornz be will gather in all his wheat lata 
barn: only let your fellowſhip with Crit be renews d. Y, 
are /ibber to Chrift now, when you are imprifoned tor 2 
than before; for nu the ſtrokes laid on you do come ir ret, 
brance before our Lord, and he can own his own werde; 
drink of Chris love, which is better than wine, is the 0-144 
fiiver which ſuffering for. his Majeſty leaves behind 6 
not your in which they perſecute in you, but God grade 
and loyalty to King ſeſus: they ſee no treaſon in you ti” vow 
ince the king of Britain, albeit they {ay ſo; but it is hee 
in you that earth is hghting againſt, and Chrift is owning hi; 
own Ccauic : grace is a party that fire will not burn, Tor ware 
drow: when they have eaten and drunken you, their ito- 
mach ſhall be ſack, and they ſhall (pas you out ive, 0 
what glory is it, to be ſuffering abje&s or the Lord's glory 
and royalty Nay, though bis ſervapts had à body tu hun 
for ever tor this goſpel, to being that triun phing anc £2102) 
Jeſus bis bigh glory did rife out of theſe flames, and out of 
that burning body, Oh, what a Meet fire! Oh, what {oul. 
reſreming torment ſhould that be ! What if the pickles 1 
and aſhes of the burnt and diſſolved body, were muticiat to 
ſing his praiſes, and the bighneis of that never-enough exa.* 
Prince of ages! O what love :5s it in him, that 
have ſuch muticians as we are, to tune that pſalm or bis 
laſting praiſes in heaven! Ob, what thining a:d burning an 
ol love are thoſe, that Cbriſt will divide his thare e 4 
heaven and glory with you | Luke xxii. 29. John X 24, 
Rev. Iii. 21. part of his throne, one draught of his * 
Chis wane of glory and life, that comes from under E 
of God, and of the Lamb) and one apple of the tre» ot lit, 
will do more than make up all the expences and hh 
clay, lent out for heaven. Oh! Oh, CE we have fort, and 
narrow, and creeping thoughts of Telus, and do but ſhape 
Chriſt in our conceptions, according to fome' ereated bet 
traiture! O angels, lend in your help to make love 9 
and {orgs ot our fair, and white, and ruddy Standard e 
amongit ten tlouſand! O heavens! O heaven of heayer:s 0 
Klorified tenants, and triumphing houſho!ders with the mb, 
ut in dei plalms, and love-ſonnets of the excellency ont 
ee and help us to ſec him on high! O indy f 
earth and heaven, fea and air, and O all ye created bee 
it hin the boſom of the cutmoſt circle of this great world, U 
dome help to ſet on high the praiſes of our Lord ! © £4.05 


of 


Fdiſt. 28. LETTER S. 439 
of crcatures, bluſh before his unertated beauty O created 
\rengtl, be amazed to Rand before.your ſtrong Lord of holts ? 
© c.cccd love, think ſhame of thy ſelt before this unparalleled 
ic: of heaven! O angel of wittom, hide thy ſelf before our 
Lord, whoſe underitanding paitcth finding out | O ſun in thy fy 
ning DEaUEy, tor ſhame put on a web of darkneſs, and co- \ | 
| 


r 


| e thy {elf before thy brighteſt Maſtat and Maker! Oh, who | | ab 
can dd glory, by doing or ſuffering, to this never-enough ad- FLY 
ric and prailed Lover | Oh, we can but bring our drop to wah 
this ota, and our candle, dim and dark, as it is, to this Clear , 1M 
; a1 'ightlom Sun of heaven and eart!; Ob, but we have cauſe WEN ,! 
2 drick ten deaths in ne cup dry, to ſ im through ten ſeas, 1 1 
5 to be at that land of praiſis, where we ſnall ſee chat Wonder 1 1 
) a: wonders, and enjoy this joke of heaven's jewels! O death, "Mi 
F do ::y utmoſt againit us O torments O malice of men and 11 
0 devils, waſte thy ſtrength on the itneſſes of our Lard's teſta- 414 
| t O devils, bring hell do help you, in tormenting the 1 


wers of the Lamb We will defy you to make us too ſoon 
tappy, and to watt us too ſoon over the water, to che land. 
where the noble Plant, the Plaut of renown, groweth. O erucl 
time, that tormenss, us, and ſuſpends. our dearelt enjoyments, 
that we walt for, when we hall be bathed and ſteeped ſoul 
and body, down in the depths of this loye of loves! O time, 
Lay, run faſt! O motions, mend your pace / O Welbeloyed, 
de ke a young roe upon the mountains of ſeparation ! Poſt, 
pol, and haſten our delired and bungred-for meeting; love 
is lick to hear tell of ts merrew: And what then can come 
wrong to you, O bonourable witneſſes of his kingly truth? Men 
dave 20 more of you to work upon, but lome jew inches and 
lpan-lergths of fick, coughing/and flegmatick clay : Your ſpi- 
rits are above their benches, courts, or High-commiſſuons ; your 
four, your love te Chriſt, your faith cannot be ſummoned, 
Lor ſentenged, nor accuſed, nor condemned by Pope, Deputy 
1-8 #ref nts, Ruler or Tyrant ; your faith is a free Lord, and can- 
not be a captive : all the malice of hell and earth tan hut 
| hat the ſcabbard of a believer; and death at the worſt can get 
Ob « ciay-pawn in keeping, till your, Lord make the king's 
ob, s, and open your graves, Therefore upon lucks-bead, (as 
ot ve uſe to ay) take your fill of his love, and let a poſt-way ox 
of WM <<) be Jaid, betwixt your priſon. and heaven, and go up 
„eint your treaſure. Enjoy your Befoyed, and dwell upon 
Obs love, till eternity come in tune's room, and poſſeſs you 

® your here] eee, ee your Bye bo Conde ay up | 

| 4 | | 
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For it was & man and not God that ſaid ic, who dreamed thi 


440 Mr. Rutbherſoords FEpiſt. 23 
our faith in hezven's keeping, and follow the Chief . t. 
Loule of the martyrs, thac witneſſed a fair confeſon berge 
Pontius Pilate; your caule and his is ali one. The op pcſen 
of his caulz are Hike drunken jadges and tranſported, jp 
their cups would make acts and laws in their drunken ogy 
that the ſun ſhould not riſe and ſuine on the carth: fed 
their officers and purſevants, to charge the ſun and moor ©, 
give no more light to the world; and would enatt in thay 
court-hooks, tbat the {ea atter once cbbing ſhould never flo 
again: but would not the fun, and moon, and ſen break theſs 
gets, and keep their Creator's directions“ The dev, 1) 
great fool, and father of thefe under-tools, is older 224 
more malicious than wiſe, that ſets the {pirits in earth or 1vorl, 
do contend and Claſh with heaver's wiſdom, and to gi 121, 
ats and aw ſummons to our Sun; ta our great Star of! gez 
Jeſus, not to ſhine, in the b auty of his goſpel, to the Clo. 
and bought ones. O thru fan and faireſt Sun ef riſbins 
ariſe and ſhine in thy ſtrengtb mbether earth or hel! wil: or z1} 
O vici us, V royal, O ſtrut, princely Sou!-comquerour, rid 
proſperceujly up'n truth; fretch out thy ſtepter, as jar 
the ſun bins and the morn waxeth and marnith! 1; 
on thy thy glittering crown, O thru Maker of kings, ul 
make but ne rid, ar ene fiep of the whole eart\ mn 
travel in. the greatneſs of thy ſtrength, Waiah Ixiti. , 4, 
And let thy apparel be * and all dyed with the Had 
of thy ene mies: Ibu art fallen rightecus Heir by line i 
tingdcms f the world. Laugh ye at the giddy-headed ag. 
pots, and ſtout brain ſick worms, that dare ſay in good ext 
neſt, This Man ſhall act reign over us; as tho they were al. 
ing the dice for Chriſt's crown, who of them ſhould have it 
1 know, ye believe the coming of Chriſt's kingdom; d 
there is a hole out of your priſon, through which ye Her 19: 
light: Let not faith be dazled with the temptations Fm! 
dying Deputy, and from a ſick Prelate; believe under: lor, 
and wait tor him, when there is no n ligbt nor f -!ight] 
Lec faith live and breathe, and lay hold on the ſure falt 
on of God, when clouds and darkneſs are about yu. i 
Pearanes of rotting in the priſon, before you; take herd 8 
Unbelieving hearts, which can father lies upon Chriſt ; be 
Ware of, Doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? Pſal. Kli- 


a promiſe of God could fail, fall alwaon or die. We @ 
make God fick, or his promiles weak,” when wre art Beck 
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" "|; 2 plea wich Chriſt. -O ſweet, O ſtout word of faith, 

N A vers 15» Though he flay mt, yet will I tra in hin" 
1 O Meer Fpitaph, written upon tac graye-tone of 2 dying be- 
i Never, to Wity I died hoping, and my duſt and æſbes believe 


4%, Faith's eyes, that can ſee thorow a imili-ſtone, can ſee 
thyros 2 gloom of God, and under it read God's thoughts of 
lve and peace. Hold faſt Chriſt in the dark; ſurely ye Mall 
fe the vation of God. Your. adverſaries are ripe and dry 
for the hre; vet 2 little while, and they ſhall go up i» 2 flame; 
the eath ot the Lor'l, like 2 river of brimſtone, ſhall kindle 
bau them, Iſa. Xxx. 23. What | write to one, I write to 
von 2!!, that are ſound-hearted in that kingdom, whom. in th 
bose o Chrift, I would exhort, not to touch that Oath: 
cents adverſarics put a lair meaning on it, yet the (wear. 
a wear according to the profefled intent ard god eis 
„bee of the Oathemakers, which is known to the world ; 
rte 1 might ſwear, chat the Creed is ſalſe, according to 
this private meaning and ſenſe put upon it. Oh let them not 
be beguiled, to waſh per jury, and the denial of Chrilt and the 


CGoluol, with ink- water, lome foul ard rotten diſtinctions. 


. and waſh again ard again the devil and the lie, *r ſhall / 
* long ere their skin be white. I profeſs, it ſhou'd beſeem 
en great 22 rather than me, to write tc you; but I 
„ur caule, and defire ro be excuſed, and muſt entreat 
„ee help of your prayers, in this my weighty charge 
ere the wniverfty and pulpit, and that ye woud entreat 
0-4 uaintance allo to help me. Grace be with you all, 
* mer, ä ; ö 
1 vt. Andrews, Teur Brother and Companion in the Pati- 
Pl! 840. ence and Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, 5. R. 
hal Pan e e nn eee 


To Mrs. Pont Priſentr at Dublin. 


Worthy and dear Miſtreſs, 2 ä 
Race, mercy and peace to you. The cauſe ye ſuffer for, 
J and your willingnels to ſuffer, is ground enough of ac- 
1.2 intince for me to write to you; although 1 do conicfs my 
unable to ſpeak for a priſoner of Chriſt's encouragement. 


10 

be, ye have advantage beyond us, who are not under 
iss: For your fg bing (Pſal. cxx. 20.0 it is awritten - 
er the ears of your Head, the Lord ſeſus; and your | 
od of Lam. iii. 61. and your looking 92 Pſal. v. 3. 
E xi. 3. And therefore your meaning halt-ſpuken, half- 

165 | or | N 
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tg? faith in heaven's keeping, and follow the Chief of th. 


z 


ouſe of the martyrs, thac witnelled a fair confeſhon bogs 
Pontias Pilate; your caule and his is all one. The oprotens 
of his cauie are ike drunken judges and ag option Wha in 


their cups would make acts and laws in their drunken courts, 


that the fun ſhould not rife and twine on the carth + 57:9 (1d 
their officers and puricyants, to charge the ſun and mocr t 
give no more light to the word; and would enact in th 
court-books, that the (ca atter once cbbing ſhould never flow 
again: but would not the ſun, and moon, and {ei break tete 


a&ts, and keep their Creator's directions“ The devil, the 


great fool, and father of theſe under-tools, is older ang 
more malicious than wiſe, that ſets the {pirits in earth or wor); 
do contend and claſh with heaver's wiſdom, and to give an- 
dats and .aw-fummons to ou? Sun; to our great Star of braven, 
Jeſus, not to jhine, in the b auty of his goſpel, to the chosen 


and bought ones. O thru fan and faireſt Sun of rightcouln = 


— 


ariſe and fine in thy ſtrength mbether earth or bei will or 3161 ! 

vidkti us, U regal, O ſtrut, princely Sou!-conquereuy, rid? 
proſpercufly uten trath; firetch out thy ſtepter, as far as 
the ſun 5 92 and the men waxeth and marnith? Þ: 
on thy thy glittering crown, O thru Maker of kings, ni 
make but ne ſtride, or one fiep of the whole earth, a 
travel in. the greatneſs of thy ſtrength, Waiah Ixiti. 1, 2. 
And let thy apparel be * and all dyed with the 51: 
of thy enemics : 1hiu art fallen righteous Heir by line i be 
Tingdems of the world. Laugh ye at the giddy-headed c- 
pots, and. Rout brain ſick worms, that dare {ay in good rer. 
neſt, This Man ſhall nit reigy over us; as tho they were caſt- 
ing the dice for Chriſt's crown, who of them ſhould have it, 
1 know, ye believe the coming of Chriſt's kingdom; «nc chat 
there is a hole out of your priſon, through which ye tee {uy- 
light: Let not faith be dazled with the temptations fam 2 
dying Deputy, and from a ſick Prelate ; believe under a cod, 
and wait tor him, when there is no n ligbt nor ftar-!:g94 3 
Le: faith live and breathe, and lay hold on the ſure falyzt.- 
on of God, when clouds and darkneſs are about you, 2 4 ap- 


Pearanee of rotting in the priſon before you; take heed of 


| nbelieving hearts, which can father lies upon. Chrit: ; bes 
ware of, Doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? Pſal. A. . 
For it was a man and not God that ſaid ic, who dreams that 
2 promiſe of God could fail, fall alwaon of die. We can 
make God ſick, or his promiſes Weak, when we are ple«ſ-4 © 


ſec! 


pit. 29. LETTERS 441 
„ 2 plea with. Chriſt. O ſweet, O ſtout word of faith, 
„ver. 15. Though he flay we, yet will I traff in him 
1232 Epitaph, written upon the graye-ſtone of a dying be- 
er, to wit, I died hoping, and my duſt and aſhes believe 
„ PFaith's eyes, that can fee thorow a inili-ſRone, can ſee 
14:9 2 gloom of God, and under it read God's thoughts of 
vs ard peace. Hold faſt Chritt in the dark; ſurely ye afl 
- the vation of God. Your adverſaries are ripe and dry 
the re; vet a little while, and they ſhall go up ip 2 flame 
1e ratb of the Lordi, like 2 river of brimſtone, Nall Eindle 
hn them, 1a. xxx. . What | write ro one, 1 write to 
24 27, that are ſound-hearted in that kingdom, whom. in th 
ers of Chrift, I would exhort, not to touch that Oath: 
(cir the adverſaries put a lair meaning on it, yet the twears 
"u': {wear according to the profeſſed intent ard god eis 
wee of the Oathemakers, which is known to the world ; 
ore 1 might ſwear, chat the Creed is ſalſe, according ty 
1s private meaning and ſenſe put upon it. Oh let them not 
beg ailed, to walls perjury, and the denial of Chrilt and the 
Wool, with znk-water, lome foul and rotten diſtinctions. 
nud waſh again ard again the devil and the lie, *r ſhall / 
mm; ere their in be white. I profeſs, it ſhou'd beſeem 
ca of great parts, rather than me, to write tc you; but I 
ve jour cauſe, and deſire to be excuſed, and muſt entreat 
x the help of your prayers, in this my weighty charge 
de, for the weniverſity and pulpit, and that ye would entreat 
var 2cquaintance alſo to help me. Grace be with you all. 
men 1 
>. Andrews, Tear Brother and Companion in the Pati- 
1640. exce and Kingdom of Teſus Chrift, S. R. 
8 — . S 


: To Mrs. Pont Prifencr at Dublin. 


. 


* 0 II 


Worthy and dear Miſtreſs, __ 

age, mercy and peace to you. The cauſe ye ſuffer for, 
and your willingnels to ſuffer, is ground enough of ac- 
.-rtince for me to write to you; though I do conivis my 
unable to ſpeak for a priſoner of Chriſt's encouragement, 


doe, ye have advantage beyond us, Who are rot under 


Terings : For your ſighing (I'ſal. cxx. 20.) it is a written 


er the ears of your Head, the Lord ſeſus; and your | 


cih, Lam. iii. 51. and your locking 125 Tal. v. 3. 
4 ixix. 3. And rag © yur meant ſpuken, half- 
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unſpoken, will ſcek no jaylor s leave, but will go to tits 
without leave of Prelate or Deputy, and de heart 1.1, and 
come; fo that ye may ſigh and grone out your mind 10 your 
who bath all the keys of the king's three biegsam. and dor. conn 
nions. I dare believe your bupss ſhail not die; your try)! ne « 
33 a part of Zens burning, and ye know who guides 2 (Curt 
Furnace, and who loves the aſlies of his burnt Bride, ec Ap: 
his ſervants love them, Pſal. cli. 14. l believe your 1th. :| bur, 

nt 


ye were burnt tor this cauſe, ſhall praiſe him: Fort! 
ol men and their malice all make a pſalm to proji- 1, e 
Lord, Pal. xxvi. 1d. And therefore ſtand ſt il and bebe you, 

| a 


and fee what the Lord js to do for this iſland; His w.]. ;; ber. 2 
felt, Deut. XXX, 4. The nations have not ſeen tb pert 
oi his werk, Nis end is more fair and more glorious 111 large 
beginning. Ye have more horour than ye can be able t 5114s ſom ö 
well, in that your bonds are made heavy for ſuch an ren 9 
rable ci uſe. The ſeals of a cchtrouled Goſpel, and the icals ye 20 
by bend, and blood, and ſufferings, are not com d˙ WW 17 
every ordinary profeſſor. Some that wontd back Chri? hc 99 917 
0 neſtly in ſummer-time, would hut ſpill the beat of tha bites 
Coipel, it they were put to ſuffcrin;. ; And thetefore (ct us wet 0 
belizve, chat Wiidom diſpenſeth to every one here, as | aath 
thinks good, WEO bears them ap that bear the croſs: v bert) 
ſince our Lord hath put you to that part, Which a Vous 
flower of his own ſufferings, we all expeR, that as ye | 4 ot 

in the ſtrength of our Captain begun, fo ye will gon t 
2 


out fainting. Providence maketh uſe of men and des vr 
the refhning of all the veſſels of God's houle, nia and gras; 
and for doing of two great works at once in you, both {© 
ſmoothing a ſtone, to make it take bond with Chriſt, in 7 Dt 
riuſalem's wall; and for witneſſing to the glory” ol! tis 1: 6 
eee and born-doin Goſpel, which cannot die, 1 


ell were made 2 grave about it. It ſhall be timeons 1» 44 erbat 

ou, to dis ide j betwixt you and Chrilt's laughing % PLECE 

in theſe three kingdoms ; And what if your 29urn:/; U! 1 bo 

tinue till -zy/tical Chriſt in Veland and in Britain, ani | - 

laugh both together ? Your Jag bing and jzy were the mor als u 

| bleſſed, that one fun ſhould ſhine upon Chriſt, the Gepe cert 
| and you, layphing altogether, in theſe three kingdom R —_ 
| time is meaturcd, and your days and hours of ſuffer; | OAY 
eternity were by infinite Widom 'confidered : It heaven A 
compente not to your own mind inches of ſorrow, then I. * 


lay, that infinite Mercy cannot get you pleaſed; but it the rt 
1 i b 8 4 a kit 


F W411 N 

Epllt. 30. ü 1. E * + E RS. ; 44% N Mm: ity 
„ile of the white and ruddy cheek-of the Standard beareng 15 
and hie among ten thu and (Cant. vs 10.) ſhall over-· pay Mt 
your priſon at Dublin in ſreland, then ye ſhall have no 
connts unanſwered , to give in to Chriſt : 1t your f2:th cannot; 


- 
— 
i — 
— os 


a nearer termeday, yet let me charge your hope tc give 1 
Curt? a new=day, till eternity and time meet in one point. IT 
A paid ſum, it ever paid, is paid, if no day be broken to the 0 
| hungry cxeditor, take keaven's bond and ſuhſeribed obligati-- 
on !or the ſum, Fobn xiv. 3. If hope can truſt Chriit, Kn 


— 
» 


en, and will pay: but when all is done and ſuttered hy 
you, ten hundred deaths for lovely, lovely Jeſus, is but tera 
at's 14 figures and cyphers cannot lay the pro- 
portion. Oh but the ſuperplus of Chriſt's glery is broad and. 
large | Chriſt's item of <ternal glory are hard ard cunber- 
ſom to dell z and if ye borrow by faith and hope ten days, ar 
tr hundred years from that eternity of glery that abides you, 
e ire raid and more in your own hand. Therefore, O pre» 
{-1-r5 of hope, wait on; poſting, halting ſalvation ſleeps not. 
Antichriſt is bleeding, and in the way is death; ard he 
bitcs foreſt, when he bleeds faſteſt. Keep your intelligence 
ztwixt you and heaven, and your court with Chriſt; he 
hath in heaven the keys of your priſen, and can let you at li- 
Vert when he pl-alech : His rich grace ſupport you. I pray 
you, help me with your prayers. Grace be with you- 
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t. Andrews, , "Tour Brether in the Patience and Kings 1108 
1640. dem of Feſus Chriſt, S. K . mod 
— — — — ——— — a a —— — 4 14 
To Mr. JAMES WILSON. f 
| Þ 
Dear Brother. | LW 
7 Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you, I bleſs 1 
our rich and only wiſe Lord, who careth ſo tor his new 4 
creation, that he is going over it again, and trying every | 
niece in you, and 3 away the motes of his new · werk 


in you. Alas! Yam not fo fit a phy fician as your diſeaſe re- - 6 wn 
quireth : Sweet. Meet, lovely Jelus be your Phyſician, where 7 0 Js 

11> under-chirurgeon cannot do any thing for putting in or- #7 
er the wheels, paces and goings of a marrizd foul. I have 


N 
dle time; but yet the Lord hath made me ſo concern my | 1 

: 

| 


e in your condition, that I do not, I dare not be altoge- 
ther lent, Fir, Te doubt from 2 Cir. Xlil, 3. whether | 
ein Chrift or not and ſo, whether ye be a reprobate or nof? ||) S108 
 Lanſwer three things to the doubt, 1. Ye ow charity, tw 44 11 


11 


444 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 30. 
all men, but moſt of all to lovely and loving Jelus,” and n 
alſo to your ſelf, cipecially to your renewed ſelf; bony. 
your nem ſelf is nor yours, but another Lord's, even tie v 
of his own Spirit: therefore to ſlander his work, is t v 
Himſelf. Love thinkethno evil; if ye love grace, thin 
of grace in your if; and ye think il! of grace in your felt. 
when ye make it but a baſtard and a mort of natave. 1 
holy fear that ye be not Chriſt's, and withal a care and a de. 
fire to be his, and not your own, is not, nay cannot be t 
nature. The great Advocate pleadeth hard for you; be urn 
the Adyocate's fide, O poor teared client of Chriſt 
and ſide with ſuch a Lover, who pleadeth for no other min; 
goods but his own; (for he, if J may fay fo, ſeorneth i» be 
emiched with an unjuſt conqueſt) and yet he pleadet for 
you, whereof your letter (though too too full of jcalcul- 
is a proc: For it ye were not his, your thoughts, Which 
Hope are but the ſuggeſt ons of his Spirit, (that only . 
eth the matter in debate, to male it ſure tayou) wouls ro; 
be ſuch, nor ſo ſerious as theſe, Am 4 bu, or, T96fe a 
2. Hire ye forſwear your Owner, and ſay in cold hlond, / 
not Bu? What nature or corruption ſaith at (tarts in you, 10 
gard not: Your thoughts of your ſelf, When ſin ard'gitilcine!, 
yound yew in che car, and when yeu have a fight of your ger. 
vings. are Apocrypbæ and not Scripture, I hope, Tear whit 
the Lord faith of you, He will ſpeab peace: if your Matt; 
y, { quit you, I ſhall chen bid you cat aſhes for bread. 
drink waters of gall and wormwood. But, howbeit Chril 
out of his own mouth ſhould ſeem to ſav, I came not for torr 
as he did, Matth. xv. 24. Yet let meſay, The words of ton 
pring Jeſus are not to be ſtretched as er beyond h's 
ntention, ſeeing bis intention in ſpeaking them is to ſtrergth. 
en, not to deceive; and therefore here faith may cortradict 
what Chriſt ſeemeth at firſt to ſay, and ſo may ye. Ich 
Jou, by the mercies of God, he uot that cruel to grace n 
the new-birth, as to caſf water on your emu coal by 
belief: if ye muſt die (as I'know.ye ſhall not) it were / -/ 
to ſlay your ſelf. 3+ J hope ye love the newehirth and ac 
And i ye wer: 
& uſand 


to Chriſt, howbeit ye do not make it good; 
in hell, and ſaw the Htavenly face N lovely, ten 

times lovely Jeſus, that hath God's hue, and God's fair, fr 
and comely, red and white, wherewith it is heateified he yor! 
cempariſon and Fa, per 1 ye could not fhrhedt to ſay. 00 
'Þ I could bur blow a kiſs 


from my ſinful mouth, from hell up 
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heaven, upon his cheeks, that are a bed of ſpices, as ſweet _: 
wers! Cant. v. 63. | hope ye dere ſay, 7 farraſt bt 7 4 | | 


acer! O boundleſs mals of erucified and fiain Love for me, | | : 
vc me leave to wiſh te love hee? © Flower and Hloow of 14. 
-zven and earth's lo, O angels Wender ! © thou, the Ta- 
ker; eternal ſealed Love! And © thou, God's ad Delight, 
i, ne leave to ftand beſ de thy Love, and lock in aui wonder, 
1d give one leave to wiſh to love thee, if ! can do mert.'2. Vie 
(ing born in Atheiſm, and barrns of the houle that we art 
ome off, it is no new thing, mi deer Brother, tor us to be 
nde: jcaouſies and miſtakes about the love of God: hat 
unk ye of this, that the Man Chriſt was tempted to believe 
ert were . but two Perions in the hicked God - head, ana that 
„ n of God, the Subſtance and co- eternal Son, was not 
te aeful Son of God? Did not Satan fay, f thu be the 
of God? . Yeſay, that ye know not what to rs. Your 
led ſaid once that ſame word, or not far trom it, Feb; xit. 
„ Now is in feu troubied, and what ſhall I ſay? And taith 
Hg Chriſt's [bat ſhall 1 ſay ? with theſe words, O te4- 
ted Savicur, askefi'theu; What ſhall I fayr Say, Pray be- 
er, jave me from this hrur. What courle can vetake, but 1 
a; and Hit Chrilt his own gomforts Iie is no Dyverr, take | | 19 
z 
; 


5 -_ - 
— 
— - 


— 


'3 word. Oh (iay ye) 4 cannct pray. Auſw. Honelt ſiphing 
s5aith breathing and whiſpering in the dar: The lite not 
mt of faith, where there is fgh:ng, locking wh with the eyes, 
rd Heat hing toward Ged. Lam. iii. 36. Hide net thine ear 
me breathing. But what ſhall I do in ſpiritual! exerciſes? 
c % Anſw. 1 1 yelnew particularly what to dos it were 
tea ſpiritual exerciſe. 2. In my weak judgment, yewould 
y, will glcriße Ged in belzeving David's ſalvation, and 
hb Bride's marriage with the Lamb, and love the Church's 
Hausband, aithe“ 1 cennot for the prejent believe „un. 
on /2/vation. 3. Say, Ini netpaſy from my claim; ſiappeſe 
Hit would paſs froan hy claim to me, it fhall net go back upon 
e: howbeit my love to him he net wirth a drink of wa- 
ir, yet Chriſt jhail have it ſuch as it is. 4. Say, 1 hal ra- 4 | 
vr [pil twenty preyers, than not pray at al: Let my broken be 
go up to heaven; when they come ip into the great AngePs | 14 
n cenſer, that cempalſiuate Advicate will put together 11 
bellen prayers, and perfume them: Words are hut acei- if 

tence of cayer. Oh (iavshe) I am {lain with hardaeſs of 
art, and troubied with confuſed ani melancholious thought 5. 
uw. My dear Bretber, Mhat would ye canclude chenee,that 


Mi * » 1 


13 
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ye know not well who ought you 7 | grant : 0h, my hr 1+ ; | Epi 
bard! Oh, my thrughts of faithleſs ſcrrow] Ergo, tu ny 4 
who oug bt We, Were goud logick iv heaven among args 44 ; 
and the glorifid; but down in Chriſt's hoſpital, where (ic, +40; 
and diſtempered fouls are under eure, it is not worth a pv 
give Chet time io end his work in your heart; hold on {n 44 
reeling and bewaling your hardneſs, for that is . * 
tee! bardnejs. 2. 1 charge you ro make plalms of ( * 5 


praites for his begun work of grace; make Chrift vour 4. 
liek and your long ; tor complaining and feelipg of want duch mp 


oſten ſwallom up your praiſes. What think ye of tho{s why - 
go to hell never troubled with ſuch thoughts? If your ve pi 
eile be the way to hell, God belp me; | have 2 cold coo! :: 78 
blow at, and a blank paper for heaven; I give you 1 3. 
caution, and my bea van furety {or your ſalvation. Lend (1,3 3 * 
your m2lanchcly, tor Satan hath no right to wake 2 cha, in 2 
your anelancholy; herrow joy and comforts from theCom: arts; 5 þ 
hid the Spirit do his office in you ; and remember, har {2} Av 6 
is one thing, and the feeling and notice of faith another : 1 3 
forbid that feeling were proprium quarts modo to all tus tn; ie 
and that this were good reaſoning, us feeling, no grace. | m n 
ſure, ye were not away t, theſe twenty years by-palt, 4 40 miſts 
krowing tl at ye live; yet allthis time ye are living: bis : 105 
with the life of faith. But, alas Derr Brother, it iss wry . 
for me to ſpeak words and /yllebles ot peace, but / iyti. : 1 
te lleth you, I create pcace; there is hut one Creator, e ; 1 
Oh, that ye may get 2 letter of peace ſent you from He IM 
Pray for me, and for grace to be faithful, and gifts to a5 "a" 
vith tongue and pen to glorific God. I forget you not. Curi 
St. Andrews, . S... nl Tewrs in his fwee! [114 iro 
1640. | Feſus, S. B. as 
To my Lady B Q Y. OD. We 
Maar, | | 85 5 | 
Received your LadiÞhip's Letter; but, becaule I was i! * 
1 going through the country for the affairs of the Church . Is 
have had ro time to arſwer it. I had never more cau{c o 0 
than I have now, when my Lord hath reſtored me tos Chil 
cond. created heaven on earth, and hath turned my apprechen- 0 
ded fears into joys, and great deliverance to his Curr! 3 
1 BY. 


whereof I heve m) ſhare and part. Alas, that weep tur 
ers, anſwered and ſent back from heaven with joy, thou! in 


d\ 


-_ 


Epiſt. 31. LETTERS,” 447 
be aug hing 7 O that this land woulck repent, and 
iay urdens of praiies upen the top at the fair mount Lion! 
Madam, except this Land be humiled, 2 for matron is ra- 
ther my wender than belief at this time; but tarety it mult 
e nder, and what is done already is a 0 ud: our Lord 
mutt reſtore Panty to his Churches without Hire, for we were 
d without money, and now our buyers repert them of the 
gin, and would 7i2dly give again better cheap than they 


be hc us: They devoured Tach, and ate up his people as 


bread; now Jatob is grown a ſiying child in their worry, and 
would fain be delivered of the child, and render the 
birth „ our Lord ſhall be Aid wife. Oh that this hend be not 
line Fphraim, an unwiſe ſon, that ftayeth te long in the place 
of breating forth of children! Your Ladiſhip is blefſ*d with 
cti\4ren,” Who are honoured ta build up Chriſt's v. aſts pla- 
c:% gain; I believe your Lad:ſhip will think them well-be- 
emed on that work, and that Ziou's beauty is your joy: 
s is 2 mark *nd evidence fromheaven, which helpeth wea' 
% hol their grip, when other marks fail thern. I hone 
ur Ledifhip is at a good underſtanding with Chrift ; and 
dt as hecometh « Chriſtian, ye tate bim wp aright (for many 
eitake and miſhape Chriſt) in his comirgs and goings ; yout 
wants and fails proclaim, ye have nothing of your ewn, but 
wit ye borrow (nay, your ſelf is pot your own) but Chriſt 
hath given himſelf to-you: Put Chritt to the bank, and hea- 
den ſhall be your intereft and income; love him, tor ye cans 
t over-love bim; take up your houſe in Chrift, let him 
dw-llin you, and abide in him; and ther ys may look out of 
Criſt, and laugh at the clay-heavers, tha: the tons of men 
ue ſgeking after in this fide of the water. Chriſt mindeth 
i make your loſſes grace's great advantage : Chriſt wil! loſe 
„octüng of you; nay, not your ſins, for he hath an ule for 
th:m, as well as for your ſer vice: howbeit, ye are to lothe 
vour ſelf tor thele. 1 hope ye fetch all the heaven ye have 
ac! in this life, from that which is up abave z and that your 
chor is caſten as high and deep'as Chriſt ; Oh, but it is far 
and many a mile to his bottom! If I bad known long ſince, as 
do now, (though ſtill, alas! tam ignorant) what was in 
Chriſt, | wou'd not habe been ſo late in ſtarting to the gate 
to 'cek him. Oh, what can I do or ſay to bim, who batt 
made the North render me back again! A prave is no 


% 


furs prilan to him for the keeping of dry-bones. Wo is me, 


' 1; my feoltth ſorrow and unbeliet, bving on hor{c-back, = 
| ridge 
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ride ſo proangly and witleſly over my Lord's, proy dere. \,, 


Mr. Rutherfoor 9s Epiſt. 72. 


when my {aith was alleep, Chriſt was awake; and now, 1}, 


Jam awake, I Hy, He did all things well. 


Ih, irhn {449 


dom! Oh, in -omparable loving kindneſs | las. %S 
heart / beve is e little and wort les for fach a lord as Ch 
is! Oh, what odds and the faints in hard trials, Wie the. 
fee! {ap at their roots, beewixt them and fun burnt witl(cr £2 
proteiturs | Croiſts and Norms cauſe them to caſt their . 
and leaves: Por werldlings, what will ye dv, monen the Ha, 
length of your foren laughter is ended and when the 1+; 1. 


ing fide of providence i turned. to you ? 
vours ve have beſtowed on my. brother upon Car ſt's core, 1. 


put up all the 5; 


Whoſe bock ar: many ſuch counts, and who will requiie n; 
I with you. to be-builded more and more 4pon the Stons 4 
in Zion, and then ye ſhall, be the more ht to have © hand {4 


rebuilding cur Lord's fallen Tabernacle in this land, in „lich 


ye thall nd great. peace, when ye come to grips with cont, 
tue king of terrors- The God of pace be with your Za. 
ſhip, and keep, you blamelels till the day of our Lord ſeſu- 


2 ů — — — In and 


St. Andrews. 


Tour { Adiſbip's at all od edience u 
ſweet Lord and Maſter, 5. K. 


P A 


4 74 


Ts bis very dear Friend, JOHN FENNICE. 


Much bonoaured and dear Friend, | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: The neceſſary impe. 


diments of, my calling have hitherto kept me fro 


making a return to your letter, the heads wheres! I ſhall 


now briefly anſwer; As, 1, 1 4pprove your 


ing to the Four: 


tain, when your own ciſtern is dry: A difterence there mult 
he betwixt Chriſt's we?! and your borrowed water; and why 
but ye have need of emptineſs and drying wp, as well a ve 
have need of the wc!?! Han, and à bole there muſt be in on 
veſſel, to leave room to Chriſt's art; bis wel hath its own 
need of therily drinkers, to commend infinite love, „ ig 


from etermity did brew ſuch a cellar of living waters for ds. 


Ye commend his Fee love; and it is well dons : Oh, it | cou't 
help vou, and If I could be maſter-conveener, to gather an 
earth-fall and an beaven- full of tongues, dipped and ſtlet ped 
in m/ Lord's we! of le ve, or his wine of love, even tony,2's 
drunken with his love, to caile a ſons of praiſes to him, be. 
twixt the eaſt and weſt-end, and fturtheit points of the bios 


Heavens! If I were in your Cale Cas alas my dry and deed 
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„act is not now in that garden,) 1 Would borrow leave to 
dome, and ſtand upon the banks ad coaſts of that ſea of love; 
1:4 be a toaſted ſoul, to ſee love's fair tide, tree love's high 
and lofty waves, each of them higher than ten earths, flows 


in; in upon pieces” of loſt e. 0 welcome, welcome, greet 


{es Oh, if 1 had as much love, tor widenels and breadth, 
is *inty outinolt ſhells and ſpheres of the heaven of heavens, 
that might receive in à little flood of his free love! Come, 
rane, dear Friend, and b pained, that the King's ine cellar 
„tet love, and bis banqueting-houle (O fo wide, fo ſtate- 
„ ſo God-like, 'o glory-like ) ſhouid be fo abundant, fa 
over owing and your ſhallow: vefſel to little, to take in ſome 
part of that love: Bur Hince it cannot come in vou, for want 
of rm, entet your lelf in this ſca of love, and breatbe under 
tele waters; and die ot love, and hve as one dead and 
i-ovnee of this love. But why do je complain of waters ge- 
irs over your ſoul, and that the ſtnoke of the terrors of a 
y bf Lord doth almoſt ſuffocate you, and bring you to 
denh's hrink ? I know the fault is in your” eyes, not in him 
iris nut the rock that ficeth and moveth, but the green lailer : 
if your ſenſe and apprehenſion be made judge of his love, 
ere is agraven image made preſently, even a changed god, 
anc 2 foe=-god, Who was once . when ye waſbed ur firipes 
with butter, and the Rock poured you out rivers of oy}, Job xxix. 
6.) a Friend-God.. Either new- or never let God work: 
Le had never, fince ye was a man, ſuch a fair field for faith ; 
for a painted hell, and an apprehenſion of wrath is your Fa- 
ther, is faith's opportunity to fry what ſtrength is in it. Now, 
ive God as large 'a'meature of charity as ye have of ſorrow : 
New ſee faith to be faith indeed, it ye can make your? grave 
berwixt Chriſt's ket; and ſay, Though be ſhould ſlay me,” Iwill 
tri in him; his believed Le Vall be my winding beet, and 
amy grave cletbet; 1 ſball roll aud ſew in my ſoul, my ſlain 


ſoul in that web, bis ſweet and free love: And let him write 


upon my grave, Here lieth @ believing dead man, breathin 


at and mating an Hole in deaths bread fide, ani the breat | 
faith cometh forth through the ble. See now if ve can 


overcome and prevail with Cod, and wreſtle God's ti tipcing 
to death quite out of bteath, as that renowned xreſtler did, 


Hof. xH. 3. And by bis ftreugth he bad power with G; v. 4. 


Tea, he hat power over the Angel, aud prevailed. He is à 
krong man indeed, who overmateheth heaven's ſtrength, and. 
the holy Ont of Hracl, the ſtrong Lord, Which is done a by a. 


ſectet 
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450 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 32, 
ſecret ſupply ol divine ſtrength within, wherewith the we... 
elt being trengthned, overcome and conquer. It t 1, 
reat victory, to blow out the flame of that furnace ye ar- ro 
in, with tue breath of taith : And when bell, men, „ „. 
crueliy, falſhood, devils, the ſeeming glooms. ot a bweet . 4. 
meet you in the teeth, it ye then as a captive of hone, i 9 
fetctered in hope prifon, run to your ſtrong hold, , 19h 
God glooming to God glooming; and belic ve the ſaly tin of 
the Lord in the dark, which is your only, vittory : your ono 
mies are but pieces of malicion clay; they hall die as m. 
and be coniounded. Burt that your troebles are many at once, 
and arrows come in from all airths, from country, frien 
wife, children, jces, eſlate, and right-dowr rom God, wh” 
is the Hepe and St ay of your ſoul, i confeſs is more, ad 1-7 
heavy to be born: yet all theſe are not more thay grace 
theſe bits of cat, caſten, in your {ea of mer, cannot dy {+ 
up. Your troablies are many and. greet, yet not an o e. 
weight beyond the meaſure of infinite wiſdom, I hope, n be- 
yond the meaſurd of grace that he is to beltow ; for gur 10:4 
ne ver yet brake che back of his child, nor ſpilt his own Wirt 
Nature's plaiſtering and counterfeit-work be dotb © ter 
break in ſheards, and putteth out a candle not lighted at i; 
Sun of righteouſneſs ; but he muſt cheriſh his own recds, 
and handle them ſoftly ; never 4 recd gefteth a thruſt wi:! 
the Mediator's hand, to lay together the two ends of the 
reed. O what bonds and ligaments hath our Chirurgeon of 
broken ſpirits, to bind up all his lame and bruiſed ones with * 
caſt your disjoimed ſpirit in his lap, and lay your burden 
upon One, who is ſo willing to take ycur cares and your ears 
off you, and to exchange and niffer your crofles, ard to 
give. you new for old, and gold for iron, even to give you 
garments of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs. It is true in 2 
- great part what ye write of this Kzrk, that tho letter of rell. 
gion only is reformed, and fcarce that: 1 do not helieve, our 
Lord will build his Zion in this land, upon this skin of Retor- 
mation-: So long as dur ſcum. remaineth, and our hear t- idol 
«re keeped, this work muſt be at a ſtand ; and therefore 51 
Lord muſt yer ſift this land, and ſearch us with candles; and 
I know, he {hall give and not ſell us his Kingdom. His grace 
and. our remaining guiltineſs muſt be compared, and ts 
one muſt he ſeen in the glory. of it, and che other in t'2 


ſinfuinefs of it: But 1 defire to believe, and would 
z!14dly hops o fee; tliat the glancing and ſhining luſtre > 
"1 SR 5 , a RC 
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nit 32. LETTERS. 457 
, coming from the diamonds and ſtones ſet in the 
en of our Lord ſeſus, ſhall caſt rays and beams many 
nend miles about. I hope Chriſt is upon a great marriage; 
ad chat His Wooing and ſuiting of his excellent Bride, doth 
lr its beginning trom us, the ends of the earth. O what: 
and what glory would. I judge it, if my heaven ſhould be 
inended till I might have leave to run on foot, ta be a wit- 
e ot that marriage-glery, and (ee Chriſt put on the glory 
H laſt married Bride, and his iaft marriage- love on earth, 
Men he ſhall enlarge his love- bed, and fer it upon the top of 
he mountains, and take in the elder lifter, the Fews, and the 
el of the Gentiles ! It were heaven's honour and Flory 
p11 earth, to be his Jacky, to run at his horſe- hot. and hold 
p ihe train of his marriage-robe-royal, in the day of our 
ig ad royal Selemon's eipouſals. But, O what glory to 
a {eat or bed in Feſus's chariot, that is bottomed with 
oc, and paved, and lined over and floored within with 
ve, for the daughters of Feraſalem ! Cant. iii. 10. To he 
por ſuch a King's love, were a bed next to the fomer of 
ven's 1 am ſorry to hear you peak, in your tetter, 


| 6 G24 angry at you, and of the ſenſe of his indignation, 


en only ariſeth from ſuffering for ſeſus, all that is now 
ome? upon you. Indeed apprebended wrath flameth out of 
ch z nes as apprehended ſin, but not from ſuffering for Chriſt: 
wt, fuppole ye were in hall, for by-gones and fer old debt, 
hone P or Chriſt a great ſum of charity, co believe the 
eetneſs of his love. I know what it is fin in tuat kind; it is 
n ont (if it were poſſible) the urchangeab eneſs of a 
d-head out of Chriſt, and to fin away a lovely and un- 
ian geable Cod. Put more honeſt apptehenſions upou Chriit, 
ut on his own mask upon his face, and not your vail mads of 
meltet, which ſpeaketh as if he borrowed love to vou from 
0. and yeur demerits and fnful deſervings. Oh, no! 
v3 is man, but he is not like man; he hath man's love in 
even, but it is luſtred wich God's love, and it is very 
Nees love ye have to do with When your wheels go about, 


* 'tandeth ftill. Let God be God, and be ye a man, and 


ne the deſerving of man, and the fia of one, who hath 
red your Welbeloved to flip away, nay, bath refuled 
entrance, when he was knocking, till his head ard lo:ks 
tre froten: Let what is that to him ? His hook keep® A 
gur name, and is not printed and re- printed, and changed 


% correced ; Aud Why but he thould go to his place vr 
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45% Mr. Ratberſoords Epiſt. 22 


hide himſe!f? howbeit his departure be his own good 4x411 
yer the belief of it in that manner is your fin ; but go 
till he return with ſalvation, and cauſe you rejoice .n 1h 
ter-*hd. it is not much to complain; but rather believe [1,1 
compldit, and fit in the duſt, and cloſe your mouth, ii} 1. 
Wake your Town light grow again : for your affliction?s 
eternal, time will end them, and ſo ſhall ye at length c th, 
Lord's falvation;z his love fleepeth not, hut is ſtill in wor!ing 
for vou; bis {ly tion will not ferry nor linger; and juſe- 
for him is the nobleſt -rofs that is out of heaven: Your Ly 
hath the wails and choices of ten thouſand other croiles, be 
tits, to excreile you withal; but his wrſdom and his oy, 
vailed ind chooſed out this for you, beſide them all: and tak 
it as a choice one, and make ule of it, fo as ye look to thi; 
world as your te- mot ber, in your borcowed priion: For it |; 
2 love-look t beaven, and the otber fide of the water 
God ſecketh; 2nd this is the fruit, the fewer, and / n 
growling out of your crois, that ye be a dead man to 7:22; 
to cla, to geld, to ccuntry, to friends, wife, children, :n1 
all pieces of craated nothing; for in them there is not © +2! 
nor bottom for tou''s He: O what room is for your 'oy: 
(if it were as broad as the ſea ) up in heaven and in n 
z ad whar would not Chriſt give for your love? God gave (© 
much tor .your ſoul ; and bhleifed are ye if ye have à le 
him, and can call in your foul's love from all idols, and ca 
male a God of God, 2 God of ©kritt, and draw a line bet. 
your heart and him. I your deliverance come not, Chill; 
prelence and his helie ved love mutt ſtand as caution and 
ty fur your deliverance, till your Lord fend it in his b!cil:d 
time; for Chriftt bath many falyations, if we could ſee m. 
and I would think it better-born comfort and joy, that comet 
from the ac of deliverance, and the faith of his love. 
than that which cometh from deliverance it felt It is 14 
much matter, if ye find eale t your afflicted foul, what be 
the means, either of your ow! wiſhing; or of God's choo! ;; 
the latter I am ſure is beſt, and the comfort ſtrongeſt and 
ſweetelt: let the Lord ablolutely have the ordering ©: your 
&yiJz and'troubl-s, and put them off you, dy recommenin; 
your croſs and dur furnace! ro him, who hath skill to gel 

is own mettal, and knoweth well what to do with Hits 
nage; let your heart be willing, that God's fire! bave yout 
tin, and brass, and dyols : To conſent to want corruptic 
@ greater mercy than nary profeilors do well knew 3 abt 


- 
* 


10 


FIG — * | ; 
Faſt, 73. If E TT ERS. 
„ reſer the, manner of God's pl:yſick to his o²ẽ˖ 3T withom, 
„ther it be by drawing hlood, or giving ſugared drinks © 
dat ve cureth kek folks withont pain, t is a great point of 
{1ith z and te elieve Chriſt's ccofs to be a friend, as he hin- 
eis a Friend, is als a ipecial act of faith : hat when ye ate 
the water, this cale ſuall he a yeſterday; paſt an hundred 
Jars ere ye Were born z and. the cg of gYory thai waſh the 
i of all this away, and make it as nothing: Only now 
e Chrilt in with you under your ie,, 20d let patient have 
ber perfect werk; tor this: hate: is your nSrmity. The Lord 
i citing up ro do you gooll in the latter ond: Put on the faith 
6: his \alvation, and lee kim poiting and ſiadlug towards you," 

my employments, being ſo great, hindef me to ite ür 
mot lengthy, excule me hope to be mindful; you, © f 
t, ooliged to yau, if ye heſp me with your preyars tor this 
p:opl., this college, and my own poor ſoul, | Grace be Wit 
you. Remember my love to your wife. el! ou 
St. Andrews, Feb. 1. 16404 Tours in Chrift I. (irs, S. Ra" 
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Mauch hancured 4nd worthy Sir; — 2 2 
 *cceived yaurs, and cannot but be aſhamed, that niiſtaking 
| oye hath brought me in court and account in the heart 
of God's children, eſpecially of another nation. I ſhotid nos 
make 2 he of the grace of God, if I ſhould thitik, I have little, 
ſnare of it my felf : O how much better were it for nie, to“ 
band in the, counting table of many for a lalt-peay, and th Be- 
ellen nod # hiker, rather than a lover of Cbriſt If 1 were 
weinned, vanity ſhould bear down the ſcale; as having weigh 
11 1); balance above me, except my lovely Saviour ſhoe caſłk 
in heide mt ſome of his borrowed worth: And, ch if I were 
'ricing now ſincerety in this extenuatior, which may be, and 
ear is, ſuhtil and couzening pride | | would 1 could love 
{omething of heaven's werth, in you and all of your mettal. 
O how happy were I, if I could regain and conquer back from 
the creature my fold and loſt love, that T might lay it upon 
heaven's fewel, that ever, ever bl-oming Flower of the hig beſt 
garden, even my ſoul-rede-ming nn never eaough-prized 
Lord ſeſus! O that he would wath my love, and put it on 
e nlediator's wheel, and refine it from its dfo's and tin, that” 
might propine and gift that Lord, fo love-worthy, with all 
my love ! Oif I could {et a leaſe of thoulinds of years, ant. 
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774. Mr. Re herfaords Epiſt. 34 
a 

day my deſired falyaticn, fo being I could in this lower kit 
chen and under-vanlt of his creation, be fealted with; 
love, and that Imi ht be a foot-ſtoo) tu his g/:7y, before wn 
and angels Oh if he would let out heaven's fountain ny 
withered me, dry and ſapleſs me ! If I were but ſick of hh. 
far his love, (and oh, how would that ſick eis delight n 
bow ſweet would that eafing and refreſui 
I mall N glad to he a witneſs to behold the kingdoms 2: 


vrars, to iee that victorious triumphing Lord - act that f. 
K part of his ſoul-conquering love, in taking inte 


ulpenſion of my part of heaven's glory, and fig till a long 


pain be to my. 


worid become Chriſt's: 1 could fray out of heaven mn. 


ingdon; the greater filter, that Kirk of the Jews, who {ne 
times courted our Welbeloved for her little fiſter, Cant. 
8. to behold him fer up as an Enfign ard Banner of love, 
the ends of the werld. And truly we are to believe, that |: 
wrath is ripe for the land of graven images, and for the 
Hing of that mill tone in the midſt of the fea, Grace b; 


with you. . | | an 0 
t Andrews; March 6. ' Tews in by ſweet 
1640. Jeſus, S. R. vc 
IT Er — — — | ai = — love 
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189 Madam, N 4% 


Race, mercy and peace be ts you: Though not acq) 1 nt: 

ed, yet, at: — a Chriſtian” 7 Wulle Bold ö 
write a line or two unto you by way of counſel, ( howhe': | 
he moſt unht for that. ) 7 hear, and 7 bleſs the Fathers 
lights for it, that ye bave.a ſpirit ſet to ſeek God; ard 


the poſture of your heart is to lock heaven-ward4 Which“ and 
a work and caſt of the Mediator Chriſt's right-hand, . 
th on the heart a new trame, for the Which 4 Won 2 
— ye your Ladiſbip to ſee a tye and bond of obedience 121 re 
on you, that ali may be done, not fo much from obligation 420 
of low; as from the ty of free love; that the law of ranſom Wil: 
paying by Chriſt may be the chief ground of all your obedi ny 
ence, ſeeing that ye are not under the law, but under gra WW 
Withal, know, that unbelicf is a ſpiritual ſin, and ſo not cen WW/ 
nature's light; and that all conſcience ſaith'is not feriptur:: Wl 
Suppoſe your heart witnefs againſt you, for ſins don! . 
long ago; yet, becaule many haye pardon with God, that hs 4 
mos peace with themſelyes, ye are 2 and fall by * * ** 
od acide abt Foote ſt: i" 


#5 
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Epiſt. 24. LETTERS. TS.. 458 
Ncem and verdict of you, and not by that which your heart 
(ith, Suppoſe it may by accident be a good lign, to be jealous 
»* your heavenly Husband's love, yet it is à linſul fign ; as 
there be ſome happy fins (if I may ſpeak fo) not of them- 
yes, but becauſe they ore neighbourcd with faith ard love. 
Ari fo, worthy Lady, I would have you hold by this, that 
tt ancient love of an old Husband ſtandeth firm and ſure; and 
er faith hing by this ſmall threed, chat he loved you betore 
hc laid rhe corner - ſtone of the world; and therefore, he cans 
change bis mind, becauſe be is God, and reſts in vis loye. 
Neither is fan in you a good reaſon, wherctore ye ſhould 
doubt of him, or chink, hecauſe fin hath put you in the cour- 
tcl» and reverence of juſtice, that therefore he is wroth with 
vou; neither is it preſumption in you, to lay the burden of 
ar Glvation upon One mighty to ſave; ſo being ve iay a» 
ge all confidence in your ſelf, your worth and righteouſheis. 
[rye faith is bumble, and feeth no way to efcape but only 
2 Chriſt: And I believe ye. have put an eſteem and hi 4 
pricz upon Chriſt; and they cannot but believe, and fo 
fivcd, who love Chritt, and to whom he is precious: for the 
oye of Chriſt hath choſen Chriſt as a Lover; and it were not 


choo's you again: nay, he hath prevented you in that; for ye 
ran, not cholen him, but he hath choſen you. O co ider hig 
ovelineſs and beauty, and that there is nothing hich can 
um ad, and make fair heaven or earth, or the creature, 
choc is not in him, in infinite perfection; for fair fun and fair 
092 are black, and think ſhame to ſhine before his Fairneſs, 
{/a. xxive 23. Baie heavens, and excellent f weak angels, 
and ſtrong and mighty ſeſus; fooliſh angel-wiſtom, and caly 
wile [clus ; ſhart-lving creature, and long- living, and evcr- 
ing Ancient of days; miſerable and ſickly, and wretched, 
* thoſe things that are within cime's cirele, and only, only; 
bieiſed Jeſus ! If ye can wind in in his love (and he givetly 
on leaye to love him, and, allurements alſe ) what a ſecond 
teaven's paradiſe, a young heaven's glory is it, to be hat 
and 8 with fevers of love- ſickneſa jor him F and the more 
your Ladiſhip drinks of this love, there is the more room, 
+14 the greater delight and deſire for this love. Be homely, 
d hunger for a Kalk and fill cf his love; for that's the bor - 
ders and march of heaven: nothing bath a nearer reſemblance, 
'2 the calour and bew and \uſtre of heaven. than Chriſt loved, 
do breathe qut e and love- ſighs for him. Re- 
r r eee e 
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lde God, if ye ſhould chooſe him as your liking, and he not 
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456 Mr. Rutherfoord's 0 Fpiſt, 3. 
member what he is; when twenty "thouſand millions 0 
ven's lovers have worn their hearts fhreed bare of love, 3 
nothing, ya, leſs than nothing to his mätchleſs wor: 
excelleney: O fo broad and ſo deep as the ea of his dere. 
able lovlineſs is! Glorined ſpirits, triumphing ange! +. 
crowned and exalted covers of heaven, ſtand without tis 
lovelineſs, and cannot put a circle on it. Ob, if fan. and tn 
were from betwixt us, and that royal and King's loye, +! 1; 
High Majeſty, eternity's Blsom, and Flower of high-luft:-, 
beauty, might ſhine v pon pieces of created ſpirits, and oi; 
bedew and overflow vs, who are portions of endleſs mit.ry, 
and lamps of redeemed fin! Alas, what do 1? I bur 
and loſe words. in ped highly of him, who will }:-; 
and be above che mufick and ſongs of heaven, and never e 
enough praiſed by us ail; to whoſe boundleſs and bott 
loye recommend your Ladjſhip, and am 

St. Andrews, March 27. Tour Lediſnip's in C 

1640s GARY Jeſun S. R. 
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s his reverend and dear Brother, Mr. David Dickie 


Reverend and dear Brother, 6 

W look like the houſe whereof ye are a branch; the cro: 
is a part of the liferent, that lieth to all the fons ot '!: 
houſe, I detite to ſuffer with you, if I could take a lit 
our houſe-trial of you; but ye have preached it. 
ew any thing of God: your Lord may gather his 
and ſhake his apples, at what feaſon of the year he pleater!.; 
each husbandman carrot make harveſt when he pleateth, -- 


he can do: ye are taught to know and adore his fovercignty, 


which he exercifeth over you, | Which yet is luſtredc 


mercy. The child hath but changed a bed in the garden, 


and is planted up higher nearer the fun, where he 
thrive better than in this out-feld woor-ground : Ye mut 
think your Lord would not want him one hour longer; ard 
ſince the date of yout loan of him was expired (as it is, 
ye rad the leaſe) let him have his own with gain, as gud 
reaſon were. I read on it an exaltation and à richer meaiur: 
of grace, as the ſweet fruit of your croſs; and I am bod 
Tay, that that college, where your Maſter hath fet you noi”, 
fall find it. Jam content, that Chriſt is ſo homely wit!: 
dear Brother David Dickſon, as to borrow and lehd, and 
and give with him ; and ye know, what are called the vi! 


Kation: 


"x 6 ; W e 

Epiſt, 36. LETT ERS. 
tations of ſuch 2 Friend ; it is fo come te the houſe, and bo 
homely with what i yours. I perſwade my {elf upon his ere · 
dit, he hath left dyink mn eee, and that he hath made the 
vouſe the better of him: I envy not his waking love, who 
au that this water was to be paſt through, and that now 
the number of croſſes lying in your way tv glory, are fewer 
by one than when I law you; tacy muit decreaſe, It is bet - 
der than avy ancient or modern commentary on your text, 
that ye preach upon, in Glaſgow ; Read and ſpell right, for 
he knoweth what he doth ; he is only Jepping and ſnedding 2 
{riithiz! tree, that it may be more truitiul. I congratuiate 
heartily, with you, his new welcome to your ne charges» 
Deareſt Brother, go on and faint not; ſomething of yours is 
in heaven, beſide the fleſh of your exalted Saviour, and ye 
£0 on after your own. Tiine*s threed is ſhorter by one inch 
than it was; An oath is ſworn and paſt the ſeals, whether af- 
fitions will or not, ye muſt grow and fivell out of your ſhell, 
and live, and triumph, and reign, and be more than à con- 
queror ; for your Captain, who Icadeth you on, is more than 
Conqueror, and he makes you partaker of his conqueſt and. 


victory. Did not love to you compel me, I would not feteh 


water to the well, and ipeak to one, who knoweth better 


thin I can do, what God is doing with him. Remember my. 


love to your wite, co Mr. John, and all friends there. Let us 
be helped by your prayers, for I ceaſe not to make mention 
of you to the Lord as I dow. Grace be with you. 


St. Andrews, May 28. Tours in bis (meet Lord 
1640. 3 Feſas, Ss. R. 
— ] — — - IEA . . 


To my Lady B OY D, 
Madam, | | ; 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Impute it not to 2 
diſreſpective forgetfulneſs of your L iſhip, who, mint- 
fired to me in my bonds, that I write not to you: L wiſh L 
could ſpeak or write what might do geod to your Ladiſhip 5 
<ſpecially now, when ! think ye cannot but have deep thoughts 
ot che deep and bottomleſs ways of our Lord, in taking away 
with a ſudden and wonderful ſtroke, your brethren @ 


' friends. Ve may know, all that die for ſin, die not in fing 
and chat none can teach the Almighty * be auſwer- | 


eth none of our courts 3 and no man can ſay, What deſt thou ? 
Iris true, your brethren ſaw not many ſununers; but adors 
1 E e 3 an 
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and fear the ſovereignty of che great Potter, who maketh 104 
marreth his clay-vellels, when and how it pleaſeth him. Ih. 
under-garden is abſolutely his on, and all that groweth init 
Ms ablolute liberty is Jam-biding; the flowers are his own : if 
ſome be but ſummer-apples, he may pluck them down ke:o-s 
others. O what wiſdom is it, to belle ve and not to diſpats, 
to ſubj & the thoughts to his court, and not to repine at 
act of his juitice ? He hath done it, all fleſh be ſilent. 
impoſſible to be ſubmiſſive and religioully patient, if ; © bay 
your thoughts down among the contuled rollings and wheel; 
of ſecond caules, as, Ob, the place! Oh, the time ! Ob it thi, 
had been, this had nit followed! Ob, the linking of this a 
dent with this time and place] Look up to the maſter- wa 
and the fr& wheel; {ce and read the decree of heaven and 
Creator of men, who breweth death to his children, and th 
manner of it: And they fee far in a mill-ſtone, and have ces, 
that make a hole to ſee through the one fide of a mountain to 
the other, who can take up his ways; How wnſearchablc are 
hrs judgments, and his ways paſt finding out ! His provi- 
dence balteth not, but goeth with even and equal legs yet 
are they not the greateſt ſinners, upon whom the tower of G.. 
Foam fn. Was not time's leaſe expired, and the of 
beaven's ſand-glaſs ſet by our Lord run out? Is not he an un- 
Juit debtor, who payeth due debt with chiding ? I bellen, 
Chriſtian Lady, your faith leaveth that much charity to o 
Lord's judgments, as to believe, howbeit ye be in blood 10 
to that croſs, that yet ye are exempted and freed from the g 
and wrath that is in it. I dare not deny but (Fob. xviii. 15.) 
The king of terrors dwelleth in the wicked man's tabernac!:. 
Br ::3i}f one ſball be ſcattered on his habitation; yet, Matam, 
it is ſafe for you to live upon the faith of bis love. whoſe ar- 
rows are overwatred and pointed with love and mercy to 
his own, and who knoweth how to take-you and yours ou of 
che roll and hook of the dead. Our Lord hath not the ges 
ee fleſh, in diſtributing wrath to the thoulandth generatio:, 
wit Hout exception. Sceing ye are not under the law, but ur- 
der prace, and married to another Husband; wrath is not the 
Court that ye are liable to. As I would not wiſh, neither do! 
believe your Lad:ſhip doth deſpiſe; ſe neither faint, cad 
and pel aright all the words and ſyllables in the viſitat ion. 


and miſcall neither letter nor ſyllable in it. Come along with 
25 Lond, and e, and f ib re weight upon E 
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than your Chriſt hath laid upon it. If the law's bill get an 
: nſver from Chriſt, the curies of it can do no more: And] 
habe ye have reſolved, that if be ſhould grind you to powder, 
your duſt and powder ſhall believe his talyation. And who can 
tel, what thoughts of love and peace our Lord hath to your 
children? 1 truit.he ſhall make them famous in executing the 
itten judgments upon the enemies of the Lord; irs hoywour 
have all has ſaints, Plal. exlix. 9. and that they fall hear 
ones on cheir ſhoulders for buiiding that City, that is call-d, 
eb. xlvi. 35» The Lord is there. And happy mall they be, 
vw no have a hand in the lacking of Babel, and come? out in the 
y2ar of vengeance, for the controverſie of Zicu, 2guinſt the 
ſard of graven images. Therefore, Madam, let the Lord 
ae out of your father's houſe any work, ever of judgment, 
be piealeth ; What is wrath to others, is mercy to you 
and your houſe. It is ſaith's work to claim and challenge 
!rying kingneſs out vf all the rougheſt rakes of God, Do 
t or theLord, which-ye will do tor time; time will calm 
aur heart at that which God hath done, and let our Lord 
it now. What love ye did bear to friends now dead, 
ing they ſtand now in no need of it, ler it fall as Juſt le- 
zacy to Chriſt, Oh, how fweet to put out many ſtrange lo- 
ers, and to put in Qhriſt ! It is much for our half flain af- 
tions, $0 part with that, which we believe we have right 
unto: but the ſervant's willſhouid be our will; and he is cke 
t ſeryant, who retaineth leaſt of his own will, and moſt of 
his maſter's. That much wiſdom muſt be aſcribed to our 
Lord, that he knoweth how to lead his ewn #-through and. 
"et-thraugh the little time-hells, and the. pieces of time · du 
Ig wraths in this life; and yet keep ſafe his love without 
\"3 blur upon the old and great cal of free election: And 
ing his mountains of braſs, the mighty and ſtrong decree: 
tree grace in Chriſt, ſtand ſure, and the covenant ſtand- 
erh faſt tor ever, as the days of heaven, let bim ftrike and 
rure, his ſtriking muſt be 'a very act of fav 7 ſeeing 
tcokes upon his ſecret ones come from the ſoſt and heaven- 
handof the Mediator, and his rods are ſteeped and watred. 
that flood and river of love, that cometh from the God- 
man's heart of our ſoul- loving and ſoui-· redet ming | E SUS. 
hape ye are cortent to friſt the Cauticner of mankind his 
nen conqueſt; beaver, till he pay it you, and bring you to 
tate of glory, where he ſhall never cet @ finger upon, nor 
lift a hand to you again: And be contunt, and withal * 
r 7 
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d nat believe your crop to he on the grounds and your pa 
of that heaven of the Saints eve, white and'ruddy. =: 
fair and beautiful Jclus were come to the bloom and the foe; 
and near your hook, I would not write this; but ſecing tin”; 


threed is ſhore, and ye are upon the entry of heaven 
and Chriſt, the field of heaven's glory, is white and rine-li-e, 


the loifes that { write of to your Ladiſbip are but ſumm 


ſhowers, that will only wet your garments for a 
do, and the ſun of the new Feruſalem ſhall quickly ry |, 


wet coat; efpecially ſgeing rains of affliction cannot Rain the 
.ir2ge of God, or cauſe Grace cait the colour. And fire ye 
will not alter ou Mm, who will not change upon 9 99 


durſt in weakneſs think my ſelf n ſpiritual Seer, it 
not propheſic, that day-light is near, when ſuch a mornin; 
darkneſs is upon you; and that this trial of your chr ion 
mind towards him, whom ye dare not leave, fowb-'r 


Thould flay you, ſhall ciofe with a doubled mercy. It +: ame 


for faith to hald faſt as much of Chriſt as ever ye had,, 
make the grip ſtronger, and to cleave cloſer to him; stig 
Chriſt loveth to be believed in, and truſted to. The glory of 
laying firength upor-One that is mighty to ſave, is mor 
we can think: I hat piece of ſeryice, of believing ir a [rai 
tiry Redeemer, is à precious part of obedience. O what g'- 
to him, to lay aver the burden of our heaven upon un 


that purthaſed for us an eternal kingdom ! O bleſſed foul, 9 


cen adore, and kiſs his lovely, tree grace. The rich gra 
t Chriſt be with your ſpirit. 


St. Andrews, Octob. 15. — at all obedience in 
1640. '* © Chriſt Jeſus, S. E 
Fe AGNES MACKMATH. 
Hear Sifler, 


1 F our Lord hath taken away your child, your leaſe ( hum 
is expired; and ſec ing Chriſt Would want him no long“ 
it is your part ta hold your peace, and worſhip and aore ©: 
ſovereignty and liberty, that the Potter hath over the clay, 


and picces of clay-nuthings, that he gave lite unto: And Yπ]] 


is man; ta call and ſummon the Almighty to his lower covit 
own here? For he giveth account en of bis doings. d 
if ye will take a loan ofa chitd, and give him back agar” d 

4 goods should returr: © 


eur Lord, laughing, as his borrowe q 
| | un; 


eine; believe, he is not gone away, but ſont before; and that 
e change of the country ſhould mace you think, he is not 
{nf} 10 you, Who is found to Chriſt ; and that nc is pow be- 


you, and that the dead in Chriit me!! be raiſed again, i 
4 -c1ng-down ſtar is not annihilate, but ihall appear again: pl 
ii ke Lath caiten his bloom and flower, the bloom is fallen * 

i heaven in Chriſt's lap; and as be was lent a while to time, 4 

de is he given now fo eternity, Which will take your ſelf: \ 3 Rh 
Ani the difference of your ſhipping and his to heaven and | 1 
Curiſt's ſhore, the land of lite, is only in ſome few years, | 1k 
wich weareth every day orter, and ſonze ſliort aud ſoon- Ai i! 
„ ſummers will give you a meeting with him; but NG 4 
Mat, with jam ? Nay, with better company, with the Chief n 10 
ai Leader of the heavenly troops: that arc riding on white (SY j 
hoes, chat are triumphing in, glory. If death were à fleep 10 
| 4t had no wakning, we might ſorrow; But our Husband 4 | 


— 
2 - 
— — — — 
— — — 


quickly be at the bed-ſides of all that lie ſlec ping in the 1 | 
ae and mall raiſe their mortal bodies. Chriſt was death's 1 
C oner, who gave his word to come and looſe all the clay- 
bs, and {et them at his own right-hand ; and our Cautio- 
ner, Chriſt, bath an act of Jaw-ſurety upon death, to gen- 
der back his captives: And that Lord jeſus, who knoweth 
he curnings and windings that are in that black trance of ' {i 
acath, hath nutnbred all the ſteps of the ſtair up to heaven; _—_ 
he ,noweth how long the W 7 is, or how many pair of 1 
ſtairs high it is; for he aſcended that way himſelf, Rev. i. k 
13. was dead and am alive. And now he iiveth at the right- 0 
hard of God, and his garments have not ſo much as a ſmell | 
of death, Your afflictions {ſmell of the childrens cate; the ' IG 
rns of the houle are fo nurtured: and ſuffering is no new _ 
it is hut the rent of the Sons; baſtards have not la much | 80 
9: the rent. Take kindly and heartſomly with his croſs, who ö 
never yer flew a child with the crofs. tie breweth your 
; therefore drink it patiently, and with the better will. 
and wait on till Chriſt looſe the knot, that faſteneth his 
eros on your back; for he is coming to deliver: Ard I pra 
you, Siſter, learn to be worthy of his pains, who corre&cth'; | 
and let him wring, and be ye wathen; for he hath a Father's 
veart and a Father's hand, who is training you up, and mak- 
you meet for the high-hall This {chyol of ſuffering is a 
preparation for the King's higher houles 3 and let all your 
tations {peak all the letters vf your Lord's ſummons. They 
fv, 1. 0 vain world ! 2, 0 bitter in! 3. O fhort and 179 
NOT ; HORA certain 
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402 Mr, Rut herford 8 pit. 2 
rertdin time? 4, O fair eternity, that is above iI“ 1 
death! 5. O King'y and Princely Bridegreom ie 1 
* marriage, ſhorten time's ſbort· un and ſvon-brel en 
and conquer jit! 6. O happy and bleſſed death, that -11 
bridge laid ovet by Chriſt my Lord, betwixt in 
banks and heaven's ſhore ! the Spirit and the Bris |, 
Come; ard anſwer ye with them, Even ſo, come, Lore, 
come quickly. Grace be with you. ane 

St. Andrews, Oftoh. 15. Towr brother iu bis fer, 7,1 
* 1640. Je, S., R. 
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TM MATTHEW MOW 


KReveread and dear Brother, | 

| tTat am | to anſwer you ? Alas! my books are 547. 
W and fhew me little of God: I would frin go 
books, into his houle of love, to himſelf. Dear Brote el. 
ther ye nor 1 are parties worthy af his love or knowledg .. 
how hath far bemiſted and blinded us, that we cannr {= 
him? But for my poor ſelf, I am pained and like };ur?, 
boecuſe he will not take down the wall, and fetch his 
ted Peauty, and bring his matchleſs, white and ruddy ß 
out of heaven cn, errand, that I may have. heaven mea 
me ere I go to it, in ſuch a wonderful ſight. Ye know tl 
meje iy and eve do humble, becauſe homely love to firm 
dwelleth in him with zzajeſty ; Ye ſhould give him all | + 
own court-ſtiles, his high and heaven-names. What am 1, © 
{ape conceptiors of my higheſt Lord ? How broad and low 
bigh and low degp hs is, above and beyond what tles co, 
ceptions are, I cannot tell: But for my own weak pr: tic 
(which alas! can be no rule to one, ſo deep in loye-tickr-'s 
with Chriſt as ye are} I would fain add to my thoughts 1! 
eſteem of him, and make him more high, and would with -n 
| heart and love ten thouſand times wider than the utmoit ci 
and curtain, that gocth about the beaven of heaven, 
tertiin him, in that heart and with that love. But 
wuich is your: pain, my dear bret her, is mine allo; I an cor- 


founded with the thoughts of him. I know God is cal 


I may ſpeak ſo) in a l et mould, and Javely image, in © 
Perſor of that heaven's Jewel, the Man Chriſt; and tun 
ſteps of thit ſteep aſcent and fair to the Godhead, is 
len of Chriſt, the new aud liuing way; and there is Foot:!, 


+.,+ 
Nagy: 


for lich in that £acious ark of the humanity  T herein dv 
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Epi 29. LETTERS. 463 
lin de Godhead, married upon our humanity. I would be 
„ven, luppole 7 had not another errand, but to ice that 
4 ty g,viden ark, and God perſonally looking out at cars 
es and a body, ſuch as we linners have, that / might 
wer my ſinful mouth in kiſſes on him for evermore: And 7 
ko, all the three blefſed Perſons ſhould be well pleaſed, 
that ny piece of faint and created love ſhould firſt coaſt upon 
be Man Chriſt ; 7 ſhould fee them all through him. 7 am 
called from writing by my great employments in this Town, 
and have ſaid not hing: But what can I lay of him? Let us 
ze and lee. | | 
n Andrew, 1640. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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_ wt. tl... Aw. Md 


Madam, 
* Race, merey and peace he to your Zadijbip. I am hearti- 
ly ſorry that your Zediſhip is deprived of ſuch an hul- 
band, and the Lord's Kirk ot ſo active and faithful à FHiend. 
Ik:0w, your Ladiſhip long ago made acquaiutance with that, 
«herein Chriſt will have you joined in a tellowſthip with him- 
ch even with his own erols 3 and hath taught you to ſtay 
your dul upon the Lord's good-will, who giveth not account 
of 61> matters to any of us: When he hath led you through 
this water, that was in your way to gr, there are fewer 
depind 3 and bis order in diſmiſſing us, and fending us but of 
the market, one before another; is to be reverenced. One 
year's time of heaven ſhall ſwallow vp all ſerrows, even be- 
yord all compariſon : What then will not a duration of bleſ- 
neſs ſo long as God ſhall live, fully and abundantly recorh- 
penſa ? It is good that our Lord hath given a Debtor, obliged 
b gracious promiſes, for more in eternity than time can take 
{un you; and | believe your Ladiſhip hath been now 15 8 0 
1:97; adviſing and thinking what that glory will be, whic 
1 avid ing the pilgrims 1 ſtrangers on the earth, when they 
eme home, and which we may think of, love, and thirſt for 
Put we cannot comprehend it, nor conceive of it as it is, far leſs 
d we over-think or over- love it. O ſo long a Chapter, or 
attier ſo lo long a Volume as Chriſt is. in that divinity of 
ory! There is no more of him let down now, to be ſeen and 
j-y4 by his children, but as much as may feed hunger in 
tus lite, but not ſatistie it. Your Ladiſhip is a debtor to the 
don of God'scrols, that is wearing out love and affance in the 
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Freature out of your heart by degrees; or rather the Cari 
tion ſtandeth to his free grace, who careth for your A, Wt 
iS * | Brace, I r y0ur 404.108 beat 
on this gracious diſpenſation, and who is preparing 1141; d 
ing ready the garments of {alyation for you and v 3 - k 
let you with a new name, that the mouth of che Lord Wort! 55 
named, and purpoſeth to make you a crown of len, ond Ca 
reyal diadem in the hand of your God, Iſa. 2. A bn * 
zce obliged to friſt him more than one heaven; ark woe 4 5 
craveth not a long day; it is faſt coming, and is tur: wa ue 
ment. 1 hough ye gave no hire for him, yet hath he lend xp 
great pric and ranſom for you: and if the bargain wall of 15 
to make again, Chriſt would give no leſt for you, than whit uy 
he hath arealy given; he is far from ruing. I tha!) „i 4 i 
you No ravr?, till time be gone out of the way, chan By hd a 
neſt. oi that which ne hath purchaſed and prepared for on * ' 
which can n-ver be fully preached, written, or thou ght biw. 
Lace it hath not entred into che heart to conſider it. 50. 10 of ie 
commending your TLadiſpip to the rich grace of our Lord ſe ou 
ſus, 1 an and reſt "67 pq whe 
St. Andrews, Tour Ladiſbip's, at ai! reſpetive ol ſe "i 
vange, in Chriſt Jeſw; S. R. boa! 
A N OE _ 7D 
„ t Io Mitres TAYLOR dor 
.  Mffireſs, "IP: ch 
G mercy and peace be to you: "Though 1 have n0 1M tho 
T lation worldly cr acquaintance with you, yet.(uron tlahf rte! 
teſtimony and importunity of your elder ſon now. at Lend 
where I am, but cinefly, becauſe I eſteem ſelus Chriſt i» youll £7) 
to be in place of all relations) I make bold in Chriſt to ipeal were 
ny pogr thoughts to you concerning your {an lately fen e 
Mleep in the Lord (who was ſometime under the miniitry char, 
the worthy ſervant of Chriſt, my fellow-labourer Mr. i Fae 
by . whoſe miniſtry 1 hope he reaped no fmall advantage 2: 
I knovw, ꝑ race rooteth not out the 2 Kier; of a mother, n 
putteth them on his wheel, who maketh all things new ede 
they may he refined; therefore ſor row for a dead child is fam: 
lowed to yon, though by meaſure and ounce-weights: t. 
decmed of the Lord have not a dominion or ſordſhip ov2lt- |; 
their ſorrow and other affections, to laviſh out, Chriſt's gdf 
at their pleaſure: her ye are not your own, but bought wi) Mere 
price; and your forrow is not your own, nar hath be dd 


deemed you by halves; and therefore ye are not 2 
AL | | | it 


ei c LEFTERS, 46s 


4h:ift's crols no croſs. He commandeth you to weep ; and 


that -rincely, One, who took up to heaven with tim a man's 
beat £0 be a campaſtonate High-priett, became your Fellow 
d Companion on earth, by weeping for the dead, John xl. 
3% And therefore ye are to love that crols, becauſe it was 
vice on Chriſt's ſhoulders before you ; fo that by his own 
tice he bath over-gilded and covered your" crols with 
the Mc 4iator's luſtre Fi he cup ye drink was at the lip of 
cet ſetus, and he drank of it; and ſo it hath a ſmiell of his 
wreath: And 1 conceive ye love it not the worle that it is 
thus !ugared ; therefore drink, and belicve rhe reſurrection 
of your ſon's body; it obe coal of hell could fall off the ex- 
abe Head jeſus, Jetus the Prince of che kings of the earth, 
and burn me to ahes, knowing I were @ partner with Chriſt, 
id 2 feVow-lliarer with him, ( though rhe. utrvorthieft of 
men} I think -I ſhould die a lovely death in that fire, witli 
lin, The worſt things of Chriſt, even his crofs, have much 
G icaven from himſelf; and ſo hath your eli iſtian ſorrow, 
being of kin to Chriſt's in tiat kind: If your forrow were 4 
beſtard, and not of Chriſt's houſe (becaule of the relation ye 
Eve to him if conformity with his death and ro gen, 1 


ond the more compaſſionate your condition; but kind and 


com paſſionate Jeſus, at every figh, ye give tor the lols of 
„at now glorified child, { fo I believe, as is meet) with a 
man's heart crieth, Half mine. I was not à witne's to bis 


de eu, being called out of the kingdom; but ye ſhall credit 


thoſ- whom I do credit, (and I dare not le) be died com- 


fortably, It is true, he died before he did fo much fervice te 


Curiſt on earth, as I hope and keartily defire, your ton Mr. 
Hugh (vety dear to me in ſeſus Chriſt) ſhatl do: But that 
were a real matter of ſorrow, if this were not to counter- 
balance it, that he hath changed ſervice-houſes, but hath not 
char ged ſeryice or Maſter, Rev. Xxii. 3. And th:re ſhall be ns 
me curſe, but the throne of God and of the Lamb ſball be in 
it, aud bis ſervants ſpall ſerve him. What he could have done 


in this lower houſe, he is now upon that ſime feryice in the 


bizher houſe; and it is all ane, it is the fame ſervice, and the 
ame Maſter, only there is a change of conditions: And ye 
ate not to think it a bad bargain for your beloved fon, where 
be hath gold for copper and braſs, eternity {or time. I be- 
ley: Chriſt hath taught you (for I give credit to ſuch @ wit- 
dels of you, as your fon Mr. Hugh) not to forrow becauſe he 


Gd: All the knot mult be, be died to ſoon, he died tor your 
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1 ntherfoorPs | Epiſt. .- 
be died in the morning of bis liſe, this is a; but 50 creigrey 
muſt fil-nce your thoughts. I was in your condition; h. 
but two children, and both are dead ſinee I came ithes 
The ſupreme and abſolute Former of all things giverh rot 33 
account of any of his matters: The goud Husbandwon mas 


y 


P uok his roſes, and gather in his lilies at mid-lummer, and, 
7 


r ought I dare ſay, in the beginning of the firſt 19.) 


month z and he may, tranſplant young trees, out of th el 
er ground to the higher, Where they may have morc of che 
fun, and a more free air, at any ſeaſon of the year: 12+ {4 
that to you or me? the goods are his own. The Creator o 
time ard winds did a mercifü injury (if I dare borrow e 
word) to nature, in landing the paſſenger ſo early, Tt, 
le ve che ſea too well, who complain of a fair wind and 2 d 
firable tide, and a ſpeedy coming aſhore, elpecially 2 con. 
ing aſhore ir. that land where: all the inhabitants have n 
laiting joy upon their heads. He cannot be too early in lea. 
ven; his twelve hours were not ſhort hours: And with), f 
2 conſider this, had ye been at his bed · ſide, and ſnouid have 


een Chriſt coming to him, ye would not, yr could not h 2 


adjourned Chriſt's free love, ha would want him ns |ong+-, 
And dying in another land, where his mother could not c 
his eyes, is rot much: Who cloſed Maſes's eyes? and who 
put on his winding-ſheet ? for ought I know, neither fatl:er, 


ror mother, nor friend, but God only. And there is as 


pedite, fair, and eaſie a way betwirt Scotland and heaven 
he had died in the very bed he was born in. The e 


earth is his Father's 5 any corner of his Father's houſe is good 
enough tu die in. It may be, the living child {I ſpear ot 


of Mr. Hugh) is more gri-f to you thap the dead: You ate 
ta wait aon, it at any time God ſhall give him repenn 
Chrilt waited as long poſhbly on you 2nd me, certainly one! 
on me; and if he ſnauld deny repentance to him, I could t 
ſomething to that; but I hope better things of him. It 
ſeemeth that Chriſt will have this world your tep-dar:- ; | 
love not your condition the worſe, it may be a proof that y. 


are not à child of this lower houſe, but a ſtranger : CH 


ſeeth it rot good only, but your only good, to be led thus t6 
heaven; and think this a favour, that he hath beſtowed upon 


you free, free grace, that is, mercy without hire 3 ye paid 


nothing for it: And who can put a price upon any thing 
royal and princely ſeſus Chriſt ? And that God hath giver 
to au to ſuffer for him the ſpoiling of your goods, cftecm if 


go 


erde 
fr in 
Hralin 


pit 11. LETTERS. 467 
« 2n act of ſree ber aſs; ye are no loſer, having himielf : 
4 1 perſwade my elf, if ye could prize Chriſt, nothing, 
dd be bitter to you. Grace, grace be with you. 


Lindon, 1643. Tour brether and well-wiſber, S. K. 
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1 BARBARA HAMILTON. 


i orthy Friend, $75 10 
ace be to you : I do unwillingly write unto you of chat 
6 which God hath done concerning your lon-in-law 3 on- 
„believe, ye look rot below Chriſt, and the higheſt and 
0 fupreme act of. providence, which moyeth all wheels. 
Ind certainly, what came down enacted, and concluded inthe 
zar took before the throne, and ſigned and ſubſeribed with 
15 and which never did wrong, ſhould be kiſled and ador d 
ty us. We ſee God's degrees, when they bring forth their 
fais, all actions, good and ill, ſweet and ſowre, in their 
ime; bur we {ee not preſently the aſter-birtn of God's de- 
tree, to wit, his bleſſed end, and the good that he bringeth 
ut of the womb of his holy and ſpotleſs counſel: we ſee his 
working, and ſorrow; the end of his counſel and working lieth 
Faden and underneath the ground, and therefore we cannot 
teliz/c. Even amongſt men, we {ee hewen ſtones, timber 
d on hundred ſeatrered parcels and un of an houſe, a 
lad:r tools, hammers, and axes, and laws; yet the houſe, 
he >-2ury and eaſe of fo many lodgings and eaſe- rooms, we 
either ſee nor underſtand for the preſent ; cheſe are but in 
e mind and head of the builder, as yet. We ſee red earth, 
broken clods, furrows and ſtones 3 but we ice not fummer 
llies, roſes, and the beauty of a garden. If ye give the Lord 
lime ro work (as often he that belieyerh not maketh haſte, 
ut not ſpeed ) his end is under the ground; and ye mall let 
tas your good, that your ſon hath changed dwelling- 
plac2s, but not His Maſter: Chriſt thoagbt ood to have nc 
nore of his ſervice here; yet, Rev. xxIi. 3. His ſervants Hall 
rus him: He needeth not us nor our ſervice, either in earth 
n in beaven; but ye are to look to him, who glyeth the 
ring both his leave and his wages, for his naked aim and 
pole to fexye Chriſt,” as well as for his labours: it is put 
ip in Chriſt's account, Such a labourer did ſweat forty 52 ars 
n Chriſt's Vineyard; howbeit he got not leave to labour fo 
og, becauſe he who accepteth of the will for the deed, count- 
th {> 7 none can t ich the Lord to lay an account; be 1 
ALT AS n ret 
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463 Mr; Ratbertoor ds y Epill. 42. 
brech the drops of rain, and knoweth the ſtars by tei. 
names! it would take us much ſtudying, to give a 141; t 
every Kar in the armament, great or mall. dee L.. . 
And \aron held his peace; ye know his tiyo ſons were ſlain, 
whllſt they offered range hre to the Lord. Command 
thoughts to be ſilent: it the ſoldiers of Newcaſtle had 9 
this, ye might have ſtomached; but the weapon was in 11, 
ther hand: hear the rod what it preacheth, and ſcc che nan 
of Gd, Mir. vi. 9. and know chat there is ſome what of Cc 
and heaven in the rod. The majeſty of the unſcar che 
dorctonileſs ways and judgments of God is not ſeen in ih , 
and the ſeeing of tbem requireth the eyes of the ma 
dom. If the ſufferings of ſome other wich you in 1 
could eaſe you, ye want them not. But he can do ro wrong, 
be cannot halt; his goings are equal, who hath don 
Know our Lord aimeth at more mortification z let in no! 
come in vain to your houſe, and joſe the pains of a mꝗæ 
viſits God, the Founder, never melteth in vain; howbe'r to 
us be ſermeth often to loſe both fire and mettal but | ro 
ye art more in this work than I can be; there is ts can 
fair or rant © Grace be with you, and the rich congzlatl. 
ons of ſeſus Chriſt ſweerten your croſs, and iupport you un. 
der it. I reft o | 

London, Oct. 15. 1645. Tour's in his Tord and Maſjicr, ö. f. 
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© To Mifreſs HUM E. 


Lok ter, 0 | | 

8 mercy and peace be to you: If ye have any thiny 

better than the husband of your youth, ye arc Jef 
Chriſt's. debtor for it z pay not then your debts with grad 
ing. Sorrow may diminiſh from the ſweet fruit oi rige 
ouinels ; but quietneſs, fence, ſubmiſſion, and faith, pu! - 
crown upon Four {2d loſſes: ye know whole voice thc voice 
of a crying rod is, Micah. vi. 9. The name and majeſty 0: 
the Lord written on the rod; read and be inſtructed. Let 


Chriſt have the room of the husband: he hath now non 
of you, or of your love; for he enjoy eth as much of the love 
Cliriſt, as his heart can be capable. of. I conteis, it 15 
dear-bought experience, to teach you to undervalue the crc: 
ture; yet it is not too dear, if Chriſt think it ſo. I know, 
that the diſputing of your thoughts againſt his going thut'cr, 
and manger of bs dearby the inlicmnty the plac! 


the way 


2 
| 


TU 


Epiſt. 439-  LETTERS8Þ 438369 
Ante, will not eaſe your ſpirits, except ye riſe higher than 
{cond cauſes, and be filent becauſe tne Lord hath done it; if 
we mesure the goings of che ere and his ways, the hot - 
tom whereof we fee not, we quice miſtake God. O how little 
ertion of God ſee we! He is tar above bur ebb and nat- 
-ow thoughts 3 he ruled the world in wiſdom, ere we, Crea- 
raves of yeſterday, were born, and ſhall rule it, when we 


hatn heen too little of your love and beart in heaven, and thera- - 
tore the jealouſie of Chriſt hath Cone this; it is a mercy that Wa 
he conterdeth with you and all your lovers: I ſhouſd de- AR | || 
lire no greater fayour for my ſelſ, then that Chriit laid a ne- „ A 
cory, and took on juch bonds upon himſelf; Such an one: A 
| uſt have, and ſuch a ſou! I cannot live in heaven with- | 


» w» £ . 
1 
2 A 
- _ - > — — - 
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child ot wiſdom, ye juſtifie your mother, the Wiſdom 1 God, 
(whoſe child ye are) ye ſhall j:ifs and embrace this loſs, and 


either been out of his own place, or in a place of love inferior 
to his worth. Repair Chriſt in all his wrongs done to him, 
and love him for -a Husband; and he, that is Hus band ta 
th: widow, ſhall be that to you, which he hath taken from 
you, Grace be with yl. pl 

Lindon, Oct. 15. 1645, Tour {ympathiting brother, S. Re 
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7 BARBARA HAMILTON. 4 
Loving Sifter, | ; 1 i 


Race, merey and peace be to you: I have heard with | 
grief, that Neweaſtle hath taken one more, in a bloody , | 
accuunt, than before, even your ſon-in-law, and my tricrd {| LY 
ben (hope ye have learned that much of Chriſt, as rut to =! | 
log. to wheels rolled round 1472 on earth: carthen Well! 1 
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70 Me. Rutberfoords Epiſt. 42. 
are not to diſpute with, their Former; pieces of ſinning cia, 
may, by reaſoning, and contending with the Potter, mar th, 
work of him, who hath bis fire in Lion, and his farnace in 
Jeruſalem as bullocks, iweating and wreſtling in the fürrg. 
makech their yoke more heavy: In quietneſs and reſt ys £41 
be ſaved; if men do any thing contrary to your heart, + 
my ask both, who did it? and, what is done? and why / 
When Gad hach done any ſuch thing, we are to enquire v 
hath dons it? and. to know that this cometh from the Ir 
who i; wonderful in counſel , but we are not to ask what «; 
by ! IF it be from the Lord, ( as,certainly there is wo vi! 
#n the city without him, Amos iii. 9.) it is enougl ; the Hui. 
eſt face of his ſpotleſs way is but coming, and, ye are to he. 
lic ve his works as well as his word. Violent death is a fk 1: +7 
with, Chriſt in his death, wl.ich was violent: it makech, n. 
much what way we go to heaven, the happy home is all. 
where the.roughne's of the way ſhall be forgotten. He is 
gon2 home co Friend's houſe, and made welcome, and the 
race is ended: Lime is recompeniced with eternity, and con- 
der Wich gold. God's order is in wiidom, the bushard got 
By before, the wife, and the throng of the market . te 
over ere it be long, and another generation where wen 
are; and at length an empty houſe; and not one of mankin:. 
ſhall be upon the carth, within the ſixth part of an hour, 
aſter the carth and the works that are therein ſhall be burnt u. 
with fire: I fgar more that Chriit about to remove, yl": 
He carrieth home ſo much of his, pleniſhing before-hand, We 
cannot teach the Almighty knowledge 3 when he was 41. 
re&ing the bullct agaipſt his ſervant, to fetch out the ſou, 
na wile man could cry to God, Wrong, wrong, Lord, for hee 
# thint own. There is no malt over his eyes, who is wenller- 
fel in counjel, it Zion be builded with your ſomin-law's 
blood, the Lord (deep in counſel ) can glew together the 
tones of Zien with blood, and with that blood which is nre- 


cious in his eyes. C(liriſt hath fewer labourers in his Vine- 


yard than he had ; but ſome more wirneſſes for his cauſe, ard 
the Lord's Covenant with the three nations. What is Cbriſi 
gain, is not your loſs ; let not that, which is his holy. 4::d 
wile will, be your unbelieving.ſorraxv. Though I really judg- ! 
had intereſt in his dead ſervanc, yet,.becaule-he now liver! i» 
Chriſt, I quit the bopes I had, of his ſucceſsful lahauring i 
the mipiſtry :- I, know be now, praiſeth the grace that he was 
to, preach z and if there were à better thing on his. bead row 


- 
1 


ALT 


„ hcayen than; a crau n, ar any. thing more excelent has 


raven. Be would cat it down before lis tc:r, ho ſitteth on 
a0 chrone; give 507 therefore to, Chriſt, 95 no. doth, 
awd . fag, IM wil be dene. The grace and conſolation of 
of. Chriſt be with you. ery ot) 51,1 
Londan, Now b4e 1645. Narr in his {meet Lord Jeſus, 8. Ry 
nner RR 
Ie the Viſteumteſs of K EN MUR E, 
Nala nt ä | Naa N 
" Race, Mercy, and peace be to your Ladyſhip! That 
hieiſt loſe ng time, vet yhen laniul men drive his chan 
ot, the heels ob his char ia mov Nowly : the woman, Tien, 
a8 leo as ſhe travailed, brou.zhteforth her children; ye, Ja, 
IuvI. 7. Before fhe travailed, ſhe br ugut f-ri2, bet. re hey hai 
came, ſhe mas delivered. of a mau- chili: Yet the de verance 
of the peaple was with the woman's going with hid, ſeyenty 
v22'5, that is more than nine months. 1 here be many ap- 
tons in carrying on. the work; but i hope, the rd vy 
wild his On Ai, and evidence to us, that it is done, ade 
"+ night, nor hy power, but by the Spirit of the Led. Madam, 
have heard. of your infemities of body ana acknels:; I kngw 
zo iiſue ſhall be mercy to you; and that (iod's pur ole, which 
1iecth idgden.under-grount to you, is, to commend the ſwocetw 
14 af his love and care to you from your youth. And if all 
the ſad loſſess tria s, tckpeſtes, infirmities, griets, heayineſas 
.nd inennſtaney af the creature, be expounded (as ture ] amp 
"cy are) the rods of the jealouſie of an Hausband in heaven, 
conteud ng with all your, layers on carth (though there were: 
guhons bf. chem) for your love, to fetch more of, your laygs 
ome th heavens ta make it ſingle, unmixt, ard chat ta ther 
{ aire in heayen and earth, o |ſus the Prince of ages; ve 
+! forgive (to borrow chat word) every ad of God, and} 
et chef fun go dw on your. wrath, and any meſſen⸗ 
e our atllicting and correcting bather. Since yaur 
adiſhip cannot but ike that the mark & which Chrith hath 
med, theſe twenty: four years and abavey is, to have ther 
cOmpany « and fellowſhip of ſuch a ſinful. creaqure, in heavew 
wich him; for all eternity; and becauſe he will tet ( ſuch 
e power of bis love) enjoy his Father's glory, and that 
*:0:42, dus to him by eternal generation; without vun hy 
dene, Jah. Nvii. 24. Joh. x. 10, Joh., Xiv, 3. © hereſbre 
Madani, balleve no evil: ef Ker tang hard * 
12 2 v 
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that his rods make of him to you: He hath loved 5 .;1 
waſhed you from your fins; and what would ye have mor 7 
Is that too little, ExCEPE he adjourn all crofles, till ye be 
05 ſnall be out of all capacity to figh, or. to be cteſſe 
ope © can defire no more, no greater, nor more er! 
ſuit, than Chriſt and the fellowſhip of the Lamb for eyermars; 
and i that deſire be anſwered in heaven ¶ as I am ue 
and y2 cannot deny but it is made ſure to you ] the warte 
theſ. pou accidents, of a living husband, of many chi dies, 
of an healthful body, of a life of eaſe in the world, 
one knot in the ruſh, are nobly made up, and may b 
fortably born. Grace, grace be with your Ladiſhiip. 


London, Od. Tour Ladiſbip's at all obedience in Cr, 
16, 1645. 5. R. 
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Lo 4 Chriſtian Friend, upon the Death of bis H 


Worthy Friend, 

1 Deſire to ſuffer with you, in the loſs of a loving and 5954 

wife, now gone before (according to the method and or- 
der of him, of whoſe underſtanding * is no ſearching ont 
whither ye are to follow, He that made yeſterday to go b- 
fore this day, and the former generation, in birth andi 
have heen b<tore this preſent generation, and hath made 
flowers to grow, and die, and wither in the month of I 
and others in June, cannot be challenged in the order he h 
made of things without ſouls; And ſome order he muſt Her 
allo here, that one might bury another ; therefore, I hope 
Hall be dumb and filent, becauſe the Lord hath done it t 
creatures or under · cauſis do in fintul miſtakes, are ordered in 
wildom by your Father, at whoſe feet your on ſoul and your 


bea ven lieth, and fo the days of your wife. If the placc 


hath left were any other than à priſon of ſin, and che b 
ſhe is gone to, my other chan where her Head and Saviour 
is King of the lan | 
truſt, your faithof the rcſurrection of the dead inChriſt to giory 
and immortality, will lead you to ſuſpend your longing fo: 
Till che morning and dawning of that day, when the archang*' 
Mall deſcend with a ſhout, to gather all his priſoners out of th: 
rave up to himſelf. Lo believe this is beſt for you, ande 
Vene becauſe be hath done it, is yqur wiſdom. It is nuch 


come out of the Lord's ſchool of Trial, wiſer and more <xp*- 


when 


Ciriſk 


rienced in the ways of God; and it is our happinels, 


„9 „ Se „„ 


your grief had been more rational; hrt! 


Epiſt. 46. LETTERS. 473 
Oſiriſt openeth 2 vein, he !aketh nothing but ill blood from 
is e ones. Chriſt hath skill to do, and (if our corruption 
r not) the art of mercy in correting. We cannot of our 
des tale away the tin, the lead, and the ſcum that remain- 
thin us; and if Chriſt be, not Maſter-of-work, and if the 
furnace go its alone, he not ſtanding nigh the meiting of his 
den vellel, che labour were loſt, and the founder ſhould melt 
in: God knoweth, ſome of us have loſt much fire, ſweat- 
ad pains to our Lord Jeſus 3 and the veilel is almoſt mar- 
red, the furnace and rod of God ſpilt, and day-light burnt, 
ard the reprobate mettal not taken away, (ou ſome are ts 
anfver to the Majeſty of God, for the abuſe of many good 
-rofles, and rich afflictions loſt without the quiet fruit of righ- 
teouſnels ; and it is a (ad thing, when the rod is curſed, that 
wer Fruit ſhall grow on it: And, except Chriſt's dew fall 
Haba, aud bis fummer-tun ſhine, ard his grace follow afflichi - 
ons, to Cauſe them bring forth fruit to God, they are ſo fruit - 
las to us, that our evil ground (rant and Fat enough for bri- 
rs) caſteth up a crop of noiſom weeds. The rod (as the pro- 
obet faith, Exek. vii. 10, 11.) bloffſemeth, pride buddeth forth, 
ace riſeth up into a rod of wickedneſs ; and all this hath 
been my caſe under many rods ſince I ſaw you. Grace be 
weich you, | 

Lenden, 1643. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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To 4 Obriſtian Brot ber. 


W 


N-verend and Beloved in the Lora, 
may be L bave been too long ſilent, but L hope ye will 
vit impute it to forgettulneſs of you. As I have heard of 


„ am I much comforted, that ſhe hath evidenced to 


FR. 
2 


ch 
boeh 
y 
ad. As fown corn is not !oſt, (for there is more hop: 


of that which is fown than of chat which is eater, 1 Cor. XV. 
42.) [5 alſo is it in the reſurrection of the dead; the body is 


{wn in corruption, it is raijed in incorruption; it is jown in 


on ur, it is raiſed in glory. I hope ye wait for the crop 
d haryeſt, 1 Te. iv. 14. For if we believe that Feſus died 
4 roſe again, even fo alſo them which ſleep in Jeſus, wil 
ol bring with bim: Then they are not loſt, who are ga- 
A into that congregation of tha firſt-born, and the gene- 


14 allembly of the ſaints, Tho' we cannot autrun nor vere. 


4 Þ Shots take 


1 


2 death of your daughter, with heavineſs of mind m your 


elf and other witneſſes, the hope of the xeſurrection of 


91 
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E iſt. 38. 
that his rods make of him to you: He hath loved yw1. ..3 
waſhed you from your fins; and what would ye have mg-- 7 
Is chat tov ittle, except he adJourn-all croſſes, till ye be 
y' ſha!i be out of all capacity to figh, or. to be teh 
ape i can defire no more, no greater, nor more excl 
ſuit, than Chriſt and the fellowſhip of the Lamb for ever; 
and i that defire be anſwered in heaven | as I am. e 
and yr cannot deny but it is made fure to you] the wane © 
theſ: poor accidents, of a living husband, of many ch dea, 
of an healthful body, of a life of eaſe in the world. 
one knot in the ruſh, are nobly made up, and may co. 
fortably born. Grace, grace be with your Ladiſip. 
London, Of. Tour Ladiſhip's at all obedience it: Cf, 
16, 1645. 5. R 
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To à Chriſtian Friend, upon the Death of bis H 
Werthy Friend, 
1 Deſire to ſuffer with you, in the loſs of a loving and 5954 

wife, now zone before (according to the method ar or- 
der of him, of whoſe underitanding there is no ſearching ot) 
whither ye are to follow. He that made yeſterday to go b- 
fore this day, and the former generation, in birth andi: 
have been before this preſent generation, and bath made 
flowers to grow, arid die, and wither in the month of I 
and others in une, cannot be challenged in the order he tar)! 
made of things without ſouls: And ſome order he mult k-cr 
allo here, that ore might bury another ; therefore, I hope, 
Hall be dumb and filent, becauſe the Lord hath done it t 
creatures or under · cauſis do in fintul miſtakes, are ordered in 
wildom by your Father, at whoſe feet your own foul and your 
heaven lieth, and fo the days of your wife. If the place . 
hath left were any other than à priſon of ſin, and the home 
ſhe is gone to, any other chan where her Head and 94 var 


is King of the land, your grief had been more rational ; bntt 


truſt, your faith of the rcſurrection of the dead inChriſt tog 
and immortality, will lead you to ſuſpend your longing tur tr, 
Till the morning and dawning of that day, when the arching! 
Mall deſcend with a ſhout, to gather all his priſoners out oft 

rave up to himſelf. Lo believe this is beſt for you, and 
Bent becauſe be hath done it, is yqur wiſdom. It is much 
come out of the Lord's ſchool of Trial, wiſer and more e 
rienced in the ways of God; and 14 35 our happinels, 2 


ene eee ee 


Epiſt. 46. LETTERS. 473 
Chrilt openeth a vein, he taketh nothing but ill blood from 
is tie ones. Chriſt hath skill to do, and (if our corruption 
1117 20t) the art of mercy in correting. We cannot of our 
es take away the tin, the lead, and the ſcum that remain- 
thin us; and if Chriſt be not Maſter-of- work, and if the 
furnace go its alone, he not ſtanding nigh the melting of his 
en veltel, the labour were loft, and the founder ſhould melt 
ain: God knoweth, ſome of us have loſt much fire, fiveate 
id pains to our Lord Jeſus 3 and the veilel is almoſt mar- 
d, the ſurnace and rod of God ſpilt, and day-light burnt, 
auch the reprobate mettal not taken away, o ſome are to 
anſwer to the Majeſty of God, for the abuſe of many good 
-rofles, and rich afflictions loit without the quiet fruit of righ- 
rzouſnels; and it is a fad thing, when the rod is curſed, that 
wer Fruit ſhall grow on it: And, except Chriſt's dew fall 
down, 20d bis ſummer-un ſhine, ard his grace follow affliam- 
ons, to cauſe them bring forth fruit to God, they are ſo fruit- 
1s to us, that our eyil ground (rant and Fit enough for bri- 
rs) caſteth up a crop of noilom weeds. The rod (as the pro- 
het iaith, Exek. vii. 10, 11.) Bleſſomet h, pride buddeih forth, 
" lence riſeth up into a rod. of wickedneſs , and all this hath 
been my caſe under many rods ſince I ſaw you. Grace be 
weich vou. 

Lenden, 1643. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 


———— — nee 


— 


* 


5 


everend and Beloved in the Lord, 
may be I bave been too _ ſilent, but I hope ye will 
not impute it to forgetfulneſs of you. As I have heard ot 
the death of your daughter, with heavineſs of mind mn your 


behalt; fo am IT much comforted, that ſhe hath evidenced to 
your {elf and other witneſſes, the hope of the reſurrection of 


dad. As ſown corn is not loſt, (for there is more hop: 
that which is fown than of chat which is eater, 1 CM. XV. 
42.) ſoatlo is it in the reſurrection of the dead; the body is 


en in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption ; it is jon in 


on ur, it 18 raiſed in glory. I hope ye wait for the crop 
«nd haryeſt, 1 Theff. iv. 14. For if we believe that Feſus died 
_ roſe again, even (0 alſo them which fleep in Jeſus, wil! 
urig with him ; Then they are not loſt, who are ga- 
cneret 

1+ embly of the ſaints, 7 we cann 


% 


ot QUETUn vor OVEre 
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To @ Obriftien Brother. * 


L into that congregation of the firſt:born, and the gene- 
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174 Mr. Rutherfoort's pit. 


take them that are 7 before, yet we ſhall quickly #11, z 


i them; ard ths differerce is, that ſhe hath the advance. +; 
| | Tome months or yc.ars of the eyown, befort you and her 14 Ct 
1 ther? And we do pot take it 11), if aur children our 5 F 
W | the life of grace; why then are we fad, if they authhi 5. . 

5 Thc attainment of the life of glory? It would frem,.thz: 1! -;. * 
1 4s more reaſon KM Arby that e live behind us 5 ö 
1 thet they are glorihed and die before: All the dieren 5 
15 in ſom poor hungry accidents of tune, ſels or more A 
| or later: So the, godly child, tho young. died an 9 h 
7 | years old; and ye could not how. have beſtowed her p 
. tbo! the choice was Chriſt's, bot yours, © And am fur (. 
| | ye cannot nov lay, ihe is marzied 8 the wil? of her p. ic 
MI x<nts ; ſhe mighe more readily, if alive, fall in the han b 

| Worſe * : but can ye think, that ſhe could harr I: 

In the bands of one better? And if Chrift marry with you 7 

owl, it is your, honour, not any cauſe of grief, chit fol; 0 

Mould portion any of yours, ere ihe enjoy your portion, is 2 

It not zreat love The patrimony is more than any ther | 

'could give: 2s good 4, husband is impoſſible; to ſay y, A 

is Maſha, J be Kang and Prince of aggs can kecp them t. 

better than ye can do. While ſhe was alive, ye could intra t 

Her to Chriit, and recommend her 16 his kecping: now | y 

an after-taith ye have reſigned her unto him, in whoſe h 0 

go ſleep all chat are dead in the Lord; ye would have 0 

her to glorifie the Lord upon earth, and he hath bor: @ 

her (with promiſe to reſtore her again, 1 Cor. xv. 53. 1 The), \ 

Iv. 25, 10.),to be an organ of the, iminedlate plority:ns ui th 

himſelf in keaven. Sinleſs glarifying of Gal, is better th: y 

finiyl.elarifying. of him. And- jure, your prayers concerning V 

| her ate fulfilled. I ſhall defire, if the Lord ſhall be ple tl 

the func way to dipole of her mother, that ye have che . F 

ll mind. Chriſt cannot multiply injuries upon you; i U 

. fountain be the love of Gd, (as I hope If is) ye are e 1 

1 ec with loiſs. . Xe know all I can lay better, before 11 ˖ 

1 Chriſt, than J can expreſs it. Grace be with you. | 

1 Teudon, Jan. 6. 1945. Tours in Chriſt Jeſus, S. 2 

1 — — — — — — was — — — — nn ay" I w 

I Po © Clan Gentleman. . 

j s, 1 iO * 296 » th ; - 

HK Race, mercy and peace be to you : IF death, which! h 

| | AF, fore you and us All, „exe any other thing, hut ahν 

| y diſſolution, and A change, not a deltrustion of fit 1 5 
| a | Case | 


W 14 

Epiſt. 47. LETTERS. 475 
Huld ſeem a hard voyage, ts go through ſuch a fad and dafic 
trance, fo thorny @ valle, as is the'wages / fic But i am 
cor ident, the way ve knove, though your foot tever trode 
n that black ſhadow ; the lots'ot lie is gainto vou: It Chriſt 
eus he the Period, the End and Lodging home, at the ent of 
eur journey, there is no fear, ye go to a friend; and ſince 
ae bad a communion with him ip tes Mt, and he hath a 
er pledge of yours, even the largeſt are your love 
and heart, ye may lock death inthe tac with joy. If rhe 
cart be in heaven, the tempant of you cannot be kept the 
priſoner of the ſecond death: But 'though be be the ſame 
Christ in the other life, ye found him to be berg; yet he is 
o far in his excellency, beauty, {woetnels, ir-odiations arid 
beams of Majeſty, above what he appeared liere, when he is 
een as he is, that ye thall is en him, and he thall appear « 
c Chritt 3 and his kiſſos, breathinps, embracements, the 
pcriume, the ointment of his name poared out on you, that] 
2p9gcar to have more of God, and aitronger melt of heaven, of 
territy, of a God-head, of Majeſty ard glory there than here: 
As water at the fountain, apples in the orchard and befide 
the cree, heve moto ot their native (weetncls, talke and beatt- 
i, than when” tranſported to usfome hundred tiles. ] mean 
rot that Chriſt can Joſe any of his !weetnels in the carrying, 
or that he in his God-head and lovelineſs of preſence can he 
changed to the worſe, hetwixt the little ſpot ot the carth ye 
re in, and the right-hand of the Father, fur, above all hea- 
vers; but the change will be in you, when ye tha!l have new 
>nſes, and the foul ſhall be 'a more deep nd more capacious 
v<i{e!, to take in more of Chriſt; and when means, the cha- 
riot, the goſpel, that he is 'how carried in, and 'ordinances 
that convey bim, ſhall be removed. Sure ye carinot now be 
aid to fee him face to face, or to drink of the wine of the 
higheſt Fountain, or to take” in ſeas and tides of freſh loye 
immediately without yeflels, midies or meſlſengers, at the 
fountain it ſelf; as ye ſhaYl do à few days* hence : when ye 
i1al] be ſo near as to be with Chriſt, Lake xxiil. 43. Fobn xvii. 
24. Phil. i. 23. 1 Thef. iv. 17. ye would (no doubt) beſtow 
a day's journey, yea, many days journey on earth, to go 7 
to heaven, and fetch down any thing of Chriſt; how mud 
more may ye be willing to make a journey to go in perſon to 
heaven, (it is not loſt time, but gained eternity) to enjoy 
ihe tull God-hvad ; and then in ſuch a manner, as he is not 
ilere in his week-days apparel, as he is here with us, in a 
| x | E Ff 4 drop 
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ryp or the tenth. part of a night's dewing, of grace and ag 


1 + 


> 


neſs; but he is there in his marriag*”-robe of glory, ber 8 
more coſtly, more precious, in ona hen or button of ch a 
ment of Fountain · majeſty than 2 million of worlds. Oh. «: 11 
Well is deep“ ye ſhall then think that preachers, and finn I; 
ambailidors on earth, did but ſpill and mar his praiſes, ben 7 
they tpoke of him, and preached his beauty. Alas! we ip tl 
make Ebrid black, and leſs lovely, in making ſuch ir“! 1 
Rennt, and dry, and cold, and low <xpreſtons of his hip: 4 C 
and tranſcendent laper-exccVency, to the daughters of J-;,. * 
ſalem. Sure, I have often, for my own part, tinned in ni: 0 
thing : No doubt, angels do not fulfil their task according ti 
their obligation, in that Chriſt kept their feet from fallin, a1 
with the laſt devils; tho* I know, they are not hehind in poiny tr 
totheutmoſt of created power: but there is ſin in our pra t. 
and hr in che quantity, beſides other fins. But I muſt lea q 
this, it is too deep for me. Go and ſee, and we deſire i: go * 
with you; but we are not maſters of own diet. It in thai j 
Jaſt journey ye tread on a ſerpent in the way, and there; n 
wound your heel, as Jeſus Chriſt did before you, the prin l 
of the wound ſhall not he known at the reſurrection of the. C 
Death is but an avwſom ſtep over time and ſin to ſweet du: 6 


Chriſt, who knew and felt the worlt of death; for dear: 
teeth hurt him: We know death bath no teeth now, no jaws. 
for they are broken; it is a free priſon, citizens pay nothing 
for the grave; the goaler, who had the power of death, :; 
deſtroyed: Praiſe and glory be to the Firſt-begotten oft 
dead, The worſt poſlubly that may he, is, that ye leave 
bind you children, husband, and the Church of God in mi. 
ſeries; but ye cannot get them to heaven with you for tte 
Preſent; ye ſhall not miſs them, and Chriſt cannot miicoun! 
one of pooreſt cf his lambs: No lad, no girl, no poor 
Mall be a miſſing, ere ye ſee them again in the day that 
Son ſhall render up the kingdom to his Father. The even 
and che ſhadow of every poor hireling is coming; the Chur 
of . Cariſt's Sun in this lite is declining low: not. a foul of the 
militant company will be here within tew generations; out 
Husband will fend for them all. It is a rich mercy, we r 
not marricd to time, longer than the courſe be finithed. \« 
may rejoice, that ye got not to heaven, till ye knew that je 
is there before you, that when ye come thither, at your Het 
entry ye may find the ſmell of his ointments, his myrrh, ales, 
caha. And this firſt ſalutation of his will make you h. 
$2. ; It 


by, , 
Epit 33. LETTERS. 477 
*; is no _ uncomfortable thing to die. Go and enjoy your 
gain; live on Chriſt's love while ye are here, and all the way: 


= 
— — _ „ -—*F 


+: {ar the Church ye leave behind you, the government is 
won Chrilt's ſhoulders, and be will plead for the blood of 
his {aints : The buſh hath been burning above five thouland 
vcars, and we never yet law the aſhes ot this fire: Jef à4 lit- 
tio while, and the viſtion ſhall nit tarry; i ſhall fpeah and 
„t lie. I am more afraid' of my duty, than of the Head” 
Corilt's government: He cannot tail to bring judgment to 
victory. O that we could wait for our hidden life O that 
Chriſt would remove the covering, draw aſide the curtain of 
time, and rend the heavens and come down! O that ſhadows - 
and night were gone, that the day would break, and he that 
t--4eth among the lilies, would cry to his neavenly trumpe- | 
ters, Make ready, Jet us go down and fold trgrther the four is 
ers of the world, and marry the ride! His grace be 1388 
with you. Now, if L have found favour with you, ard if ye © YT 
zunge ine faithful, my laſt ſuit to you is, that ye would leave | 
me a legacy, and that is, that my name may be at the very Wis | 
lat in your prayers; as I deſire alſo, it may be in the prayers ; Ho 
0! thole of your chriſtian acquaintance with whom yt have #3. 
been intimate. : AX 
London, Jan. 9. Tour Brether in bis Lord / T8 
1646. Feſus. ON R. þ 18 
32002 =o wt gy en ar———_ — — ——— 1 


To my Lach K E NM U K E. 


Madam. 

'@ Race, mercy and peace he to you : It 1s the leaſt of the 

TI princely and royal bounty of Jeſus Chriſt, co pay a 1 
iges debts, and not to have his ſervants at a lo!s. His gold | 
better than yours, and his hundred-fold is the income and 
tot heaven, and far above your revenues: Ye are not the 
it who bave caſten up your accounts that way. Better 
aave Chriſt your Factor than any other; for he tradeth to the 
vantage of his poor ſervants. But if the hundreg-told in 
this life be ſo well told, as Chriſt cannot pay you with mil- 
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counting or deferred hope; O what muſt the rent of chat land 1 
', which rendreth every day, and every hour of the years 11 | 
ot long eternity, the whole rent of 2 year, yea, of more 119188 
than thouland thouſands of ages, even the weighty income of i by, 
11 


a rich kingdom, not every ſummer once, but every moment 
hat lum of glory will take you and all the angels telling. 
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478 Mr. Rut hemcord's Epiſt 49. 


To be a tenant to ſuch a Landlord, where every herry 4 


grape of the large field beare ch no worſe {ruit than glory, jul. | 
neſs of joy. and pleatures that endure for evermorrt !s; oF 
it to your ſelf to think what a ſummer, what a ſoil / jh 
garden muſt be there; and what muſt be the common 70 
of that higheſt land, where ſun and moon are under aut Ge, " 
of the inhabitants. Surely. the land cannot be bought 9 
gold, blood, bariſhment, lots of father and mother, ſunsbau. 0 
wife, children. We but divell here, becauie we can dor ( 
better ; it is nced, not virtue, to be ſojourners in a pritun; 
to weep, and ſigh, and alas, to ſin ſixty or ſeventy 5 ir 5 
a land of tears; the fruits that grow here, are all ({calyund | 
ard ſalted with un. O how tweet is it, that the company i 
the firſt-born fliouwid be divided in two great boeics „in "þ 
my, and ſome in their country, and ſome in the way to 0 
country ! If it were no more but to ige once the face c 
Prince of this good land, and to be feaſted for eternity uit, B 
the fatneſs, ſwerctneis, da inties of the rays and beams o march» ; 
lels glory, and inzomparable fountain-love, it were a ell. 
{pent journey, to creep hands and tet, through ſeven deus 
and ſeven hells, to <rjoy him up at the Well-head. Only ir , 
us not weary, the miles to that land are fewer and fho::- þ 
than when we firit believed; ſtrangers are not wile to qu: r 
rel with their hoſt, and complain of tneir lodging; it 8 
foul way, but a fair home. O that I had but ſuch grapes ara 8 
eluſters out of the land, as 1 have ſometime ſeen and taſte: l 
in the place, whereof your Tadliſbip maketh mention! | 

the hope of it in the end is an heartlom convoy in the wa) 
It I fee little more of the gold till the race de ended, Id. \ 
not quarrel; it is the Lord: I hope bis chariot ſhall: p 

through theſe three kingdoms, aſter our ſuffering Jhall + 
accompliſhed. Grace be with you. 
Lenden, Jan. 26. 1646. Tour Ladiſbip's in Jeſus Chrift, S. F. a 

ne . — 
To Myr. J. G. ö 


Reverend and dear Bretber, | ® 

Shall with my loul deſire the peace of theſe kingdoms. en 
1 do believe, it ſhall at laſt come, as a river, and 0 
the mighty waves of the ſea; but O that we were ripe J 
in readineſs to receive it! The preſerving of two or three 6: 
four or five berries, in the outmoſt boughs of the olive- tre. 5 
after the vintage, is like to be à great matter exc all be do 


vct 
70 


* * " 
wilt. 49. LETTERS. 
„Iro, a clufter in both kingdoms all be ſaved, tor a. 
ing is in it: but it is not (I fear) fo hear to the dawning | 
r che day of ſalvation, but that clouds wuft fend down more 
bowers of blood, to water the Vindyard of the 1,ord, and 
tt cauſe it to blollam. Seotland's frau is rot yet removed 
bor is England's droſs and tin takin awaiy nor the filth of 
aur blood purged. by the ſpirit of juigment, and the ſpirit 
»t harning : but I am too much on this 14d ſubject. As for my 


, | do citeem. nothing out of heaven, and hort to a com- z by 

union with felus Chriit, more, thar to be in the hearts and 1 

prayers of the laints: ; | know he feedeth there amongſt the 49 
till che day break: but f am at 2 tory ebb, as to any ' | 38 

{oniible communion with Chriſt 3 yea, as low as any ſon! can f 

de, and do ſrarce kno where Lam; and do now make it a 1 

queſtion, If any can go to bim, who dwelleth in light ina t- 


ceſleble, through nothing but darknels ? Sure, all that comet» 
heaven, have a ſtock in Chriſt; but I know not where mine is. 
'r cannot be enough for me to believe the ſalvat ion of other's, 
ud to know Chritt to be the Hony-comb, the Roſe of Sharon, 
in: Paradiic add Eden of the tainrs and het born written in is 
heaven, and not to fee after the borders of that good land: 1 
n what ſhall Lay? Either this is the Lord making grace a 11 
ny Creation, where there is pure nothing and ſinfuſ nothing \ 
% work upon; or lam gone. { ſhould count my lou! ingaged » 14-1 
{2 your felt, and others there with you, it ye would but carry 17 
to Chriſt tor me a letter of eyphers and nonſenie; (for I know 
etc how to make language of my condition) only ſhewing 
ar I have need of his love: for I know, many fair an 
waſher ones ſtand now in white before the throne, who were 
ange as black as ! am. Ii Chriſt paſs his word to wall a fin- 
20% it it leſs to him, than 4 word to make fair angels of black | 
ils z only let the. art of free grace be inpaged. I have not ; 
« cautioner to give ſurety, nor doth a Mediator, iuch as he 
in all pertection, need a mediator: but What 1 need, he \ ih 
rroweth 3 only, it is his depth of wiſdom, to let ſome pals 
1i::lions of miles over ſtore in debt, that they may ſtand be- + 
gen the winning and the loſing, in need of more than ordi- 18 
1ary free graze. Chriſt hath been multiplying grace by mer- 
©, above thele five thouſand years; and the latter-born heirs 
11ye lo much greater guiltinels, that Chriſt hath paſſed more 
"periments and multiplied eflays of Heart - love on others, by 
n!15helieving, alter it is paſt all queſtion, many hundred of 
2355 that Chriſt is the undeniable and now uncontroverted 
| 1 25 —:... fo» 
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450 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. . E 
Treaſurer of multiplied redemptions; ſo now he is * 
| The morc of the dilzaſe there is, the mors of the Phytl:c) G D 
. art, of grace und tendernets, there mult be: only Ka th 


no firner can put infinite grace to it, ſo as the Mediorgr 11.1 
1 ha ve difficulty or much ado, to laye this or that wan; 11. * 
. ons of hells of ſinners cannot gome near ta exhauſt inge a 
1 Brace. I pray you Spears Jo's love to your wife. 41-4 ** 
1 friends there ) let me find that I have ſolicitors there anon 4 
j ! your acquaintance ; and forget not Scotlaud. 2 Nc 
M's Lendon, jan. 30. 1646. Tour Brother in Feſus Chriſt, , 4 
1 — dns Wann — —— — - A— "_ 
} To my Lady KENMURE. 

4 | 
} Madam, 

Wit - J 1s too like the Lord's controverſie with theſe two nations ( 

# is but yet beginning, and that we are ripened and wi . 

. jor the Lord's fickle. For the particular condition your 4- it) 
diſnip is in, another might ſpeak ( if they would fay 2ll | «f . 

more ſad things. If there were not a fountain of free grace, 5 
if to water dry ground, and an uncreatcd wind to hreathe on I 
0 withered and dry bones, we were gone. The wheels 4. 1 
| Chriſt's chariot, to pluck us out of the wom oi many deaths, N g 

are winged like eagles. All I have, is, to delire to belicvt, oy 
that Chriſt will thew all good-will to fave: and as for you; 10 
La diſbip, I know that the Lord ſeſus carricth on no _defizn 1 

17 


againft you, but ſeeketh to ſive and redeem you; he lieth no! 
in wait for your falls, except ir he to take you up: his war 8 
ef redeeming is ravaihing and taking; there are more :T'- a 


, Xatles of glorined ſinners in heaven, than can be on carth, t 
o * # ö * > 
Notting of you, Madam, nay, not your lea?, can wither. ha 
Verily, it is king's lite to follow the Lamb ; but when ye e Or 


tim in his own country at home, ye will think ye never {av 
him before: He ſpall he .admired of all them that belie- Ye 
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2 Theſſ. i. 12. Ye may judge how far all your now fad day: W 
4 and toſſings, changes, loſſes, wants, conflicts, ſhall then * 
1 below you. Ye look to the trois, now. it is above your head. 1! 
| and ſeems to threaten death, as having a dominion ; but it > 
bl Rall then be {© far below your thoughts, or your thoughts * 
far above it, chat ye ſhall have no leifure to lend one thought a 
i to old dated croſſes, in youth, in age, in this country or in £ 
nf that, from this inſtrument or from another; except it be t« N 


the heightning of your conſolation, being now got above and 
beyond all theſe, Old age, and waxing dd as 4 garment, is . 
| | | | written 


%.. 


Eoiſt. 51. LETTERS. 481 


bet 
written on the faireſt face of the creation, Pſal. Ci, 26, 27. 
Peath. from Adam to the lecond Adam's appearance, playecii 
1 king and reigneth over all; the prime Heir died, his chil- 
un, which the Lord hath given, follow him and we may 
uk freely of the life which is here, were it heaven, there 
vere not much gain in godiine's:; but there is 2 reft for the 
people of God. Chriſt man poileſſeth it now ond t5:afſand 
. ,andred years before many of his members; but it wearetn 
net gut. Grace be with you. | 
Linden, Feb. 15. 1540s Tour Ladiſbip's in Chriſt Feſus, S. R. 
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To the Lady AR DR O38. 


: Andau, 

E * Race, mercy and peace be to you: It hath ſeemed good 
# (as | hear) to him, who hath appointed a bounds for 

e number of our months, to gather-in a ſheaf of ripe corn 
the death of your Chriſtian mother) into his Garner : It 
l more evident, that winter is near, when apples, without 
iolence of wind, do ot their own accord fall off the tree. She 
is now above the winter, with a little change of place, not of a 
Say gur; only the enjoyeth him now without mellapges, ard in 
hi- own immediate preſence, from whom ſhe heard by letters 
aud melſengers before. I grant, death is to her a very new 
ching, but heaven was prepared of od; and Chriſt enjoyed 
iz ms higheſt throne, and as lozded with glory, and income 
p..ribly exalted above inen and angels, having ſuch @ heavenly 
cee of glorified harpers and mulicians above, compalling 
tie throne with a ſong, is to her a new thing; but ſo new, as 
the firſt ſummer · roſe, or the firſt · fruits of that he venly field, 
67 as à new paradiſa to a traveller, broken and worn out of 
breath, with the ſad ogeurrences of a long and dritry way. 
Ye eafily judge, Madam, What a large recompente is made, 
to all her ſecvice, her walking with God, and her ſorrows, 
+2); the firſt caſt of the loul's eye upon the thining and ad- 
miably beautiful face of the Lamb, that is in the midſt of 
that fair. and white army chat is there; and with the firſt: 
Jraught and taſte of the Fountain of life, freſh and new 
it the Well-head : To ſay nothing of the enjoy ng of that 

ice, without date, for more than this term ot lite which 
now enjoy. And it coſt her no more to go thither, but ta 
'»Fer death to do her this piece of ſervice: for by him, who 
was dead, and is alive, {he was coliyered from the _—_ 
ath ; 
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death; What then is the firſt death to the ſecond > 1: 
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ſcratoh of. the. hide ot a finger, to the ndleſs ſocond 4-141, 
Ard now ſhe ſitteth for eternity weal-free, in à very cor 
rable land, which hath mare than hur ſummers in the Year. 
O what ſpring- time is there! even the ſmelling of the 0 

of that great and eternally blooming Roſe of Sharon for yo, 
and cver? What a ſinging life is there * there is not a 0 
bird in all chat large held, bat all ang and breathe our he 


joy, glory, dominicn, to the high yrince of chat news 


land; ard *verily the land is the {weeter, that Jeſus Cir: oy 
paid ſo dear à rent for. it, and he is the glory of the |» 82 
All whlach, I hope, doth not ſo much mitigsee and ally you: ti 
grief, for her part (as truly this ſhould ſcem ſufficient : 1 
ihe unerring expectation of the dawnirg of that day ben * 
* n . eee, © 
2 {e!f,.and the hope ye have of the fruition of that fn Y 
Ling and kingdom to your own ſoul; certainly the hops e 12 
it, when things look fo darkelike on both kingdoms, mit bs p 
an exceeding great quickning: co languiſhing ſpirits, who ar 4 
far from home while we are here. What milery, to have bee = 
bad way. all the day, and no hope ct lodging at night? Br: _ 


hach taken up your ledging for yu - I can ſay no more now | * 
but I pray, that the ver) God of peace may eſtabliſh your t 


heart to the end. I reſt, | 15 
Ton don, Fol». Madam, Tour Tad iſbip's at all res J. 
24. 1646. obedience in the Lord, S. R. 4 

tune — — — — 22 ered. = 
1 | a To» M. O. | 5 

Can write nothing ſar the preſent concerning cheſe times 5 

1 (whatever others way think) but chat which tpeaket + 70 
Wrath and judgment to theſe kingdoms. If ever ye, or 8 
t. that land, received the goſpel in the truth, (as IL am con 1 
Lens ve and, chey did) there is here a great departure 61 
chat faith, and our ſufferings are not yet at an end: However, ij 
I dare teltife: and die for ity, that once Chriſt was revealed 4 
in the pow: of his excellency and glory to the ſaints there 3 
and ip Scotland, of which 1 was a witneis'; 1 pray God nov 1 
deceive vau, dr take the crown from you. ell or dhe 5 
gates of hall eannot rave}, mar, or undo what: Chriſt vat 15 
once dene a mant you 3 it may be, that I am incapable g 6 
new light, and cannot receive that {pirir whercof ſome val 10 


ly bealt j hut that whick was from the heginring, which w: 
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tive heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, wiich we 
bene looked upon, and our bands have handled, even the 
rd of life, Jah. i. 2, 3. bath been declared to yu: Thou- 
ads of thouſands, walking in that light and that good old 
av, have gone to heaven, and are now before che thrane ; 
teuth is but one, and hath no numbers. Chriſt and antichriſt 
are both now in the camp, and arg come to open blows: 
Chriit's poor ſhip ſaileth in the (ea of blood, the paſlengers 
arc ta ſea-ſick of a high fever, that they miſcal one another; 
Chriſt (L hope) hall bring the broken bark to land: I had 
rather ſiwvim. tor life and death on an old plank, cr a broken 
board, to land with Chrilt, than enjoy the rotten peace ve 
a hitherto had. It is like, the Lord will take a ſevete courſe 
with us, to cauſe the children 0: the family agree together. 
| conceive that. Chriſt hath a great deſign of tree grace to 
thele Lands; but his wheels muſt move over mountains and 
11's He never.yet wood a Bride on earth, but in blood, 
in tire, and in the wildernets. A eroſs of our own chuſing, 
,neyed and ſugard with conſolations, we cannot have : L 
chin not much of a croſs, when all the children of the houſe 
veer with me and for me; and to ſutfer when we enjoy the 
© munion of ſaints, is not much; but it is hard when Hints 
tejoyce in the ſuffering of ſaints, and redeemed ones hurt, 
y.2, even go nigb to hate redeemed ones. I confeſs, 1 ima- 
7in-d, there bad no more heen ſuch an affliction on earth, or 
in che world, than that one elect angel thould fight againſt a- 
other ; but for contempt oi the communion of iaints, we 
e need of new-barn eroſles, ſcarce: ever heard of bebore: 
the ſaints are not Chriſt, there is no miſ-judging in him, 
there is much in us; and a doubt it is, if we ſhall have fully 
me heart, till we enjoy one heaven: our ſtar - light hideth us 
hom out ſelyvcs, and hideth us one from another, and Chriſt 
from us all; but he will not be hidden from us. I ſhall wiſh 
duet all the ſons of our Father in that land be of one mind, 
aud that they be not ſhaken nor moved from the truth once 
received, Chriſt, was in that goſpel, and Chriſt is the ſame 
that he was in the prelates time; that goſpel cannot fink; 
it will make you free and bear you out: Chriſt, the Subject 


1 't,, is the Choſen of God, and cometh from Boegrab, with 


arments dyed in blood - Jreland and. Scotland both muſt be 
us field, in Which be ſhall feed and gather lilies: ſuppoſe 
ich yet it is im poſſible that ſome had an eternity of Chriſt, 


ic Heland, and a.lmest ſummer of the gaſpel, and A feaſt * 8 
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fat things for evermore in Ireland, and one ſhould neve; come 
/ © heaven, it ſhould be a defirable life; the King's ſpikn,) 
Ghrift's pertume, his apples of love, his ointment-, «4, 
down in, this lower hboute of clay, are n choice heaver - 
what then is the King in his own land, where there is 
” throne, lo many kings palaces, ten thouſand 'thouſrn(: 1 
crowns of glory, that want heads yet to fill them! O to gh 
leiture as ſha be chere to firig | O ſuch a Tree as pgrove;! 
there in the nudſt of that paradiſe, where the inhabitants {nr 
erernally under its hrarches Fo look in at a window. ad 
the branches burdened with the apples of hte, to be the 40 
man that ſhall come in thither, were tuo much for me. | pra, 
you remember me to the Chriſtians there, and remember 01; 
private cuvenant, Grace be with you, | 
Lenden, Apr. 17. ä Torr Friend, in tbe 
- 1646. | Feſus, S. K. 


—_— * — 
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To F AR L $ST.OU N Eider. 


Sir, ä | 
Know ye have learned long ago, ere I knew any thing a 
Cbriſt, tlat ii we had the eroſs at our on election, we wo 
eit uer have Law- ſurety for freedom from it, or then we 9 
have it honyed and ſugard with comforts, fo as the wert 
ſhould over-maſter the gall ard wormwood.s Chriſt know-th 
how to breed the {6hs of his houſe, and ye will give him l 
to take his own way of diſpentation with you ; and thou 
it be rough, forgive him; he defieth you to have as me; 
patience to him, as he hath born to you. I am ſure there . 
not a drahm-weizht of gall be lets in your cup: and ye would 
not deſire he thould boch afflict you, and hurt your foul. M 
his people cannot have a provicence of ſilk and xoſes, they 
mult he content with luch an one as he caryeth out for ther 
ye would tot go to heaven but with company, and ye may 
perceive that the way of thole who went before du, 
through blood, ſufferings, and many afflictions z nay, Che, 
the Captain, went in over the door-threſhold of parad:.-, 
bleeding to death. I do not think but ye have learned to Hoop, | 
tho' — others) be naturally ſti f; and that ye have tours 
that the apples and ſweet fruits, which grow on that erabed 
tree of the croſs,” are as ſweet as it is ſowre to bear it; clpe- 
_ cially conſidering, that Chriſt hath born the whole complea! 
. erojs, and bis ſaints bear but bits and chips; as the 41 * 
f | *. 1 
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faith, The remnants or leauings of the croſs. I judge you ten 
thouland times happy, that ever ye was grace debtor ; for 
certainly Chriſt hath ingaged you over head and Ears to tree 
grace; and take the debt with you to eternity, manuel's 
Higheſt Land, where ye find before you a howie-ty!l of Chrift's 
-yerlaſting debtors, the leſs ſhame to yo. : Yea, and this 
iower kingdom of grace is but Chriſt's hoſpital and gueſt- 
ouſe of tick folks, whom the brave and noble PHyſician Chriſt 
hath cured, upon 2 venture of life and death: And it ye be 
near the avater-lide (as I know ye are) all that | can fy is this, 
Sir, That I feel by the tmell of that land, which is betore you, 
that it is a goodly country, and it is well paid for to your 
hand; and he is before you, who will heartily welcome you. 
to ſack thok breaſts of full confolatior above, and to drink 
Coriſt's new wine up in his Father's houſe, is fome greater 
matter than is believed Since it was brewed from eternity 
for the Head of the houle, and ſc many thouſand crowned 
ings; rubs in the way, where the lodging is io goad, are 


ot much. He that brought again from the dead, the great 


Shepaerd of the ſheep, by the blood. of the eternal Covenant, 
-{tabliſh you to the end- | 

London, May 15. | Tour friend and ſervant 
1645. in Feſus rift, S. R. 


** 


is reverend and worthy Brother, Mr. George Gilleſpie. 


_—y 


Reverend and dear Brother, 8 
7 Connor ſpeak co you; the way ye knovw, the paſſage is free 
3 and not #opped, the print of the footſteps ot the Forerun- 
ner is clear and manifeſt, many have gone betore you : Ye will 
not ſleep long in the duſt before the day break; it is à far 
Horter piece of the hinder- end of the night to you, than to 
Abraham and Moſes ; beſide all the time of their bodies reft+ 
[ns under corruption, it is as long yet t their day, as to 


gur morning-light of awaking to glory Though their ſpi- 


its, having the advantage of yours, have had nom the for2- 
art of the ſhore before you. I dare ſay nothing againſt his 
diſpenſation; I hope to follow quickly: the heirs, that are 
there before you, are poſting with haſte alter yon, and. 
one ſhall take your lodging over your head. Be not heavy 
die lite of faith is now called for; doing was never reckoned 


your accounts, (though Chriſt in and by wh 3 n 
ired and god- 
85 1 


ore, than by twenty, yea, . Sray- 
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ly. paſtors) believing now is your laſt : look to that were, 
Gel. it. 20. Nevertheleſs Ilive, yet not i, but Chrift live!“ 
ane. Ye know the I that liveth, and the I that liveth not; : 
is not ſingle Te that liveth, Chriſt by law liveth ia the bro 
debtor ; it is not a lite by doing or holy walking, but the (jy. 
ing of Chriſt in you. It ye look to your ſelf as divided im 
Chriſl, ye muſt be more than heavy: all your wants (dee, 
Brother) be upon lum; ye are his debtor, grace muſt ſuu a 
ubſciibe your accounts 2s paid: ſtand not upon items, 
ima!l or litt ie ſanctiſication; ye know, inherent holine!s m 
ſtand by, when imputed is all. I fear the clay-houſe is x 
taking down and undermining ; but it is nigh the dan 
look to the eaſt, the dawning of the glory is near: your Guide 
is good company, and knoweth all the miles, and the ups 1d 
downs in the way; the nearer the morning the darker. Sh 
traveller feeth the city twenty miles off, and at a diltan:. ; 
and yet within the eighth part of 2 mile he cannot ſce it. IU 
all keeping, that ye would now have, till ye need it; and 1. 
{en'e and truition come both at once, it is not your loſs 
Chriſt tutor you, as he thinks good, ye cannot be marr 
nor miſcarry in his hand. Want is an excellent qualificati ; 
and no money, uo price, to you, (who, I know, dare not g' | 
in Your own righteouine(s) is fitneſs warrantable enoug i. 
eat your ſelf upon him, who juitifierh the ungodly. Soc 
ee the gold once, and never again till the race's end. 
coming all in a ſum together, hen ye are in 4 more gravy! 
capacity to tell it than now: Je are not comme to the ni! 
that burneth with fire, nor unto blackneſs, darkneſs, andi 
peſt ;, bict ye are come to mount Lion, unto the city ef the U- 
au Cod, the heavenly ſeruſalem, and to an jnnumerabic - 
pans of angels, to the general aſſembly and church of tbe 
born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Jule 
«tl, and the ſpirits ef juſt men made 1 and to Jeſas th: 
Mediator 11 new covenant, and to the blood of ſbrinti 1, 
Kc. Ye muſt leave the Wife to à more choice Husbaud, 
the chile ren to a better Father. If ye leave any teſt imo) 
the Lord's work and coverant, againſt both maligrants 
ſectaries, (which I ſuppoſe may be needfal) let it be wwe 
ur hand, and ſubſcribed before faithful witnelles. 

St. Andrews, Sept. 27. Tour loving aud aff: 
| BOS Breiter, S. K. 


* 


Epiſt. 55- LETTERS, = 
To Miftreſs GILLESPIE. 


Dear Sifter, | | Y 
lave heard how the Lord hath yifited you, in removing 
the Child Archibald + I bope ye ſec, the letting down o 
the weight of your confidence ud affection upon any created 
ching, whether husband or child, is 2 deceiving ching; and 
hat the creature is not able to bear the weight, but tiinketh 
down to very nothing under your confidence; and therefore 
ye are Chrilt's.debtor for all providences of this kind, even 
in that he buildeth an hedge of thorns in your way ; for ſo ye 
tec hisgracious intention is to ſave you (If | may lay lo) he- 
ther c: will or not. It is a rich mercy, that the Lord Chriſt 
will he Maſter of your will and of your delights, and that his 
way 13 (% fair, for landing of husband and children betore-hand, 
in che country whitherto ye are journying. No matter how 
iirele ye be ingaged to the world, fince ye have ſuch experience 
of croſs dealing in it; had ye been a child of the houſe, the 
world would have dealt more warmly with its own: there 
is lens of you out of heaven, that the child is there, and the 
hu5hard is there, but much more that your Head, Kinſman and 
Redeemer doth fetch home ſuch as are in danger to be laſt; 
and from this time forward, fetch not your comforts from ſuch 
broken ciſterr.s and dry wells; if the Jord pull at the reſt, ye 
muſt not be the creature that ſhall! hold when: he draweth, 
Truly, to me your caſe is more comfortable, than it the fire- 
de were well-pleniſhed with ten children: the Lord faw ye 
was able, by his grace, to bear the loſs of 1ashand and child; 
and that ye are that weak and tender, as not to he able to land 
under the mercy of a gracious husband living and flouriſhing 
n Neem with authority, and in reputation tor godlinets and 
'earning : for he knoweth, che weight of thele mercies would 
craſh. you and break you; and as there is no ſearching out of 
ts underſtanding, ſo be bath-$kill ro know, what providence 
vill make Chriſt deareſt to you; and let not your heart fay, It 
:5 an ill wailed diſpenſation. Sure Chriſt, who hath {even es, 
lad before him the good of a living husband and children 
for Margaret Murray, aud the good of a removed husband 
and children tranſlated to glory now he hath opened his de- 
cree to you ; ſuy, Chriſt hath made for me a wiſe and gras. 
eg choice, aud I haue not ene word to ſay onthe contrary. Let 
ot your heart charge any thing, nor unbelief libel injuries 
upon Chriſt ; becaule he will „ot let you alone, nor give you 
5 5 Gy 2 lea ve 
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25 much peremptorineſs of a heavenly will, as to 


Fritau's Lord of armies. And let me die in the comforts © 
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leave to play the idolatreis with ſuch as have nat that 
to your loye that Chriſt hath. 1 ſhould wiſh, at the rei 
of this, that ye may fall down and make a ſurrender of tho 


ruhe 


that are gone, and theſe that are yet alive, to him: And 0 


you, let nim have all; and wait for himlelt, for he will gm 
and will not tarry : live by Faith, and the peace of God guard 


your heart; he cannot die wheſe ye are. My wite ſuu 


with you, and remcinbreth her love to you. 

St. Andrews, Aug. 1659. Tour Brother in Chriſt, . K. 
—— 22 — — 2 — —— fy cre — —o—— 
To the worthy and much hencured, Colonel Gilbert 

Much brnyured and truly worthy, 
| ] Hope 1 thall not need ro ſhew you, that ye are in gros 


hazard from your ſelf and your own fpirit, which would 

= watched over, (that your actings for God may be clan, 
ſpiritual, purely for God, for the Prince of the kings of ti: 
eurth) than ye can be in danger from your enemies. On 
hard is it, to get the intentions fo cut off from, and rail: . 
ot the creature, as to be without mixture of create 2nd 
car nal intereſts, and to have the foul in heavenly a&tings n 
only eying himſelt, and acting from love to God, reve ld 
th us in jeſus Chriſt! Yo will find your ſelf, your delights, 
your iolid glory (fir above the air and breathings of mouths, 
and the thin, ſhort, poor applauſes of met) before you in God. 
All the creatures, all the words, all the hoſts in Britain. 2 
in this poor globe of the babitable world, are but unde: © 
lingle eyphers making no number, the product being notVing,. 
but painted men, aud painted ſwords in a brod, without in. 


 Auence from him: And, O what of God is in Gideon's for, 


when it is the word of the Lord! I wiſh a ſword tro: 
heaven to you, and orders from heaven to you to go out, and 

ay and - 
bide by it, I will not, I ſhall not go out, except thor 70 with me. 
I defire not to be raſh in judging ; but I am a ſtranger 
the mind of Chriſt, if our adyerſaries, who, have unjuttly 


| invaded us, be not now in the camp of thoſe that make war 


with the Lamb, but the Lambſhall overcome them at length 


for he is the Lord of lords and King of kings, and. they who 
are with him are called, and choter:, and faithful: And thoug! 
ye and I fee but the dark ſide of God's diſpenſations this day 


words Britain, yet the fait, beautiful and deſirable eloſe ol 2; 
muſt be the confederacy of the nations of the world wit" 


the 


2 


0 * 
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the faith of this, that a throng ſhall be ſet up for Chriſt in tilis 
gand of Great Britain (which is and Mall be a garden mare. 
zicfal of trees of rig/!tteonſnels, and payeth and hall pay 
mare thouſands to the Lord of the Vineyard, than is abs. 
trlte the bounds of Great Britain upon the earth) and then 
ere can be neither Fa, Prelete, Malignant, nor Setary, 
«ho dare draw a {word agunſit him, that ſictecb upon the, 
chrone. Sir, I ſhall wish a clean army, lo far as may beg 
ht the ſhout of a King, no hath man y Crowns, may he a- 
mong you; and that ye may fight in faith, 8 with 
God firſt. Think it your glory, to have a word to act, and 
luffer, and die (if it pleats him) fo being ye may add any 
ing to the deelarative glory of Chriſt, th. Viint of renown, 
manuel, God with us: Happy and thrice hlofted are they, 
„ whote actings, or blood, or pain, or lots, thr diadems and 
rabies of his higheſt and glorious crown (whole ye are) ſhell 
gliſter and ſhine in this quarter of the habitabe world: 
"hough he need not Gilbert Ker, nor his tword; yet this 
orbur have ye with his redcemed oldſers ic call Chrif 
H::h Lord General, of whom ye hope tor pay, and all arcers 
vi told. Go on, worthy Sir, in the courage of faith; follows 
i the Lamb: make not haſt unbelievingiy; hut in hops and 
ener keep the watch · tower and loch out 5 he will come in 
+ own time, his ſalvation ſhall not terry, he ſhall place fal- 
ration 11 Britain's Zion for [jrae}'s glory, His good-will, who 
4welt in the Buſh and it burnt not, c yours, and with zou. 


f am 
dr Hudr. Aug. 10. 1650. Toxrs in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R- 
——— — - — — o | ATE. A} WEN . 


To the worthy and much h:noured, Colonet Gilbert Ker, 
Much honoured and worthy Sir, | 

* A 7HatT wrote to you before, | ſpakenot upon any private 

i warrant: I am where I was ; Crommwe? ! and his arm 
{1 ſhall not fay, but there may be, and are ſevaral ſober in 
godly amongſt them, who have, either joined through mit 
.n\ormation, or have gone alongſt with the reſt in the fimpli- 
city of their hearts, not knowing any ching) ght in an unjuſt 
-auſe, againſt the Lord's ſecret ones; and now, to the tramp- 
ing of the worſhip of God, and perlecuting the people of 
od in England and Jrelend, he hath brought upon his ſcore 
blood of the people of God in Scotland. I intreat jou, 
Dear Sir, as ye deſire to be ſerviceable to Jeſus Chriſt, whole 
re grace prevented you, = ye were lus enemy, hr 
. ; 3 | Wiki 
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Without fainting,equally eſchewing all mixture with $27 1 
and Melignent; ; neither of the two ſhall ver be inſtru 
tal to ſave the Lord's people, or build his houſe ; And wit) 
gut proplicſyings or Coating turther than he, who's ! 5 
and whom I dcehre to ſerve in the Golpel of his Son, b. 
warrant, 1 &:fire to hope, and do believe, there is 2 
and a majeſty of the Prince of the kings of the earth, tl 
mall ſhine and appear in Great Britain, which mall dark: 
the. £.ory of mer, confound Seftarics and Malignauts, nd 
rejoice the fpirits of the followers of the Lamb, and d 
tne eyes of the beholders, Sir, i ſuppoſe that Gud is 
ther Malignant aud Seftaries, ere all be don, as fheay.s ir; 
4 harn- floor; ard to bid the daughter of Zion, arc 1d 
4 hope ye wül mix with none of them: I am 4b 

antly ſatis ficd, that our army, through the {inful miſgar ring 
of wer, hath fallon; and dare ſay, it is à bett-r and a wor. 
comio: tale difpentation, than it the Lord had given us tt: 
Veætor , and the necks of the reproachers of the way of Cu. 
becaute he hath done it: For, 1. More blood, blaſphenics. 
cruelty. treachery..muſt be upon the accounts of the men, 
whoſe land the Lord forbid us to invade. 2. Victory i ic 
 burdening and weighty-mercy, that we have not ſtre 
4o bear it as yet. 3. That was not the army, nor Gi4dc.- > 
i..7es hundred, by hon: he is to ſave us. We mult ha 
ol the Lord's carving. 4. Our enemics on both fic. 5 
rot enough hardned, nor we enough mortified to muten 
yalour and creatures. Grace, grace be with you. 

St. Andrews, Sept. 5. Tur friend and ſervant in, 

1650. ſweet Lord Feſus, >. K. 
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IJ the worthy and much honoured, Colane! Gilbert Fer. 
Much hongured and worthy Sir, * | 
is conſiderable, that the Lord may, and often doth © 
to a work, and yet hide himſelt, and try the faith o 
on: If I conceive aright, the Lord hath called you to ct 
againit that enemy; and the withdrawers of their ſword. 11 
my weak apprehenſion, add their zeal unto, and take np" 
them the guilt of that unjuſt invaſion of chis land made 
CromwelFs army, and of the blood of the Lord's peopi-'1r 
this kingdom; fince the word, put into the hand of coil 
dren, is. to execute wrath and vengeance upon evil docrs 
The Lord's time of appearing for his broken land, is - 
ved to the breathings of the Spirit of the Lord, Juch 5+ 


can, 
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came upon Gideon and Sampſon, and thatis an of princely 
and royal fovercigrty in God. Ye are, Sir, to lay hold on 
onportunicies of providence, and to wait for him: ad for 
our particular treating by your felves with the invaders of 
Hur land, I have no mind to it, and do look upon their way 
25a carrying on of the myfery of intquity (tor Hallau js 1 
ent of many names.) Sir, ler this controverfie and undecids 
a till the ſecond appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, and our appe?l- 
e before the throne undiſcuſſed till that day, I hope to lic 
down in the grave, in the {aith of the juſtne!s of our cavic. 
ſpeak nothing of the maintaining the greatneſs of men, 
Hot ſuborditate to the Prince of the kings of the earth. } 
judge that the blood of the witneſſes of Jeſus is found upon 
the skirts of this Society, as well as in Babylon's Skirts: J 
believe the way of the Lord is Colonel Gilbert Ker]s ſtrength 
nd glory; and I ſhould be content” to want my part of him, 
which is, 1 contels, precious and dear in Chriſt) ſo he be 
ipert in the ſervice of him, Who will anon make inquitition 
'or che blood of the truly godly, which thele men have ſhed, 
iter fair warning that they were the godly of Scotland, - 
:rthy Sir, believe, faint not, fer your ſhoulder under the 
ory of ſeſus, that is miiprized in Scotland, and give a te- 
timony for him; he hath mary names in Scetland, who thall 
walk with him in white. This deſpiſed Covenant ihall ruin 
Halignauts, SeFaries and Atheiſts Let a litile while, and be- 
old he cometh, and walketh in the greatnaſs of his ſtrergth, 
1nd his garments dyed with blood. Ob for the iad and ter- 
de day of the Lord upon England, their ſhips of Tarſviſh, 
heir fenced cities, Je. becauſe of a broken Covenants A 
"terence with the enemy, net to hinder acting, (O that 
the Lord would thereby, or ſome other way, remoye the 
411d that is over you) if authority would concur, were to 
be defired ; but it can hardly be expected: howerer, in the 
way of duty, and in the ſilence of iaitb, go on; if ye periſh, 
„are the firſt of the creation, with whom the Lord hath 
taker that diſpenſation. I taould humbly dehre you, Sir, to 
look to that, Dying, and behold we live; killed all the 
Jay long, and yet more-than conquerers. There ſhall be the 
- nent and warmneſs of life in your graves, and buried bones: 
But look not for the Lord's coming the higher way only, for 
he may come the lower way. O how little of God do we 
cc, and how myſterious is he! Chrilt known is among ſt the 
ny 4 1 | | "CAL $4 L Renn 
« | 5rcatelt ſecrets of God, Keep your ſelf in the love of Gor, 
; 2 * 68 4 MI and 
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492 Mr.Rutherfoord's. Epiſt. 
and in order to that, as far in obedience and ſubjection to :|,. 
king, - (whoſe lalvation and true happineſs my foul dei 
and to every ordinance of man tor the Lord's ſake, and to b. 
fundamental !aws of this kingdom, as your Lord requirct!, 
die, ye ate in the hearts and prayers of the Lord's people: 
this kingdom, and in the other two: The Lord bath (i: 
There ts « bleſſing in the clufter of grapes, deſtroy it ns. 
Grace, grace d. upon the head of him that is ſeparated fr; 
his brethren ; and the good- will of him that dwelt in 
buſh be with you. | | 
Perth, M. 23. Par ſervant in bis ſweet 1.4 
1650. Feſua, S. R. 
Lo the worthy and much Hofaured, Colonel Gilbert Ke. 
Mauch honoured and morthy Sir, 
Know not why the people of God fhould not take d 
i of the bonds of any Who have blood in readine!; to 
let out for his caule : And I judge, it was nor of you, tar 
ye died not in the undecided controverſie, which the Lord 


% 


the whole earth hath with the wen, whom he hath ſent ag 7.1. 


us. Dear and much honoured in the Lord, Let me int: 
you to be far from the thoughts of leaving this land- 1 
and ſind it, that the Lord hath covered the Whole land u 
a cloud in his anger : but though I have been tempted tot 
like, I had rather be in Scotland, beſide angry Jeſus CW 
knowing he mindeth no evil ty us, than in any Eden or 
den in the earth. If we can remain united with the Lo 
remnant in the land, he layeth up wrath for all forts ot 2c 
erfaries in Britain. Though I never fee the glory © |: 
gliſtering ſword ſhining in By/taiz, I would be folaced io 
innocent thoughts (far from revenge) that the ſaints ſhall ui 
their feet in the blood of the Alain of the Lord. And tru), 
Sir, I ſuppoſe, ye cannot but come to theſe thought 
weak deſires before the Hearer of prayers, for as little as y- 
think of, and value your (elf: For me, if I could mind you 
in your bonds, I purpole not to ſtand to the account ye gc, 
or thoughts ye have of your {elf ; tho? I know, ye are not 
whit more or leſs before him (who weigheth his own accor- 
ding to the weight of imputed righteoulnefs) for my appr-- 
hentions. Chriſt cannot miſtake you, men may; and the 
calulation and eſteem of free grace, maketh you to ben 
15 are. I hape to ſee you a" everlaſtingly obliged debtor ts 
im, whom ye ſhall praiſe, but never pay: And traly ve 
e avs 
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nde no riches but that debt; and 1 xnow ye love to be en- 
ed to Jeſus Chriſt, che moſt excelient of Creditors. Much 
oy and ſweetneſs may ye have inſtanding written in his bogk:; 
{ defire to do it my fa, and I would have you allo highly to 
eteem the deſign of Chriſt, who hath raiſed the riches of the 
glory of ſo much grace, abofe the circle of the heaven of hea- 
ens, out of very nothings; and contrived his thoughts of 
'ove, fo that lumps of gloritied clay thould ſtand before him 
m ages, the burdens and loaden dabtors of free, eter- 
ally free grace. Sir, ye cannot caſt the count of the rents of 
your ſa great inheritance of glory. Grace be with you. 

Ea xl hu May 18. Tour ſervant in his own 

| 1651. | Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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Te the much honoured and truly worthy, Colonel G. K E R. 


Habakkuk ii. Verſ. 3, 4. 


Much honoured and worthy Sir, | 
7 Our chains naw ſhins as much for Chriſt, the cauſe be- 
ing his, as your {word was made famous in acting for 
hat cauſe; and bleſſed are tuch as can willingly tender to 
Chriſt both action and blood, doing and ſuffering. Ref ing 
i:to blood is little for that precious, and never-2nough exaltod 
Redeemer, who, when ye were a buying, ov Blood ſome- 
nat dearer than ve gave for him, even the Blood of God, 47s 
. 28. I know a man, who, u pon the receipt of a letter, that 
were killed, and the people of God delitroyed, wiſhed, 
that he might be quickly under the wall of the higher palace, 
vom under the dint of the ſtorm, and who longed ta have the 
eat her- beaten and crazy bark ſafely landed in that harbour 
- eternal quiztneſs, What farther ſervice Chriſt hath for 
ou, {know not; it is enough, that in your captivity ye ol- 
your ſervice to Chriſt: but if I ſee any thing, it looks like 
a mzrciful defeat. I fee the nobles, and thc {tate falling off 
Im Chriſt, and the night coming upon the prophets, which 
W would pray to prevent; becauſe it is a rare thing to lee a , 
allen ſtar win ever up again to the firmament to ſhine : and 
what if this he the thick darkneſs going betore the break of day? 
dure, Sir, the Sun ſhall riſe upon Scotland; but if I thall ice” 
or how near it is to that day, I leave that to him, even unto 
hova h, v ho creates upon every well ingeplace in mount Zion, 
ad upon her aſſemò lies, a cloud, and a ſmoke by d:y, * the 
| | | 2 _ Joining 
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494 Mr. Rur herfourchs Epiſt. 5%. 
ſhining of 4 flaming fire by night. But, Sir, the un d 
ſha! rejoice and bloſſormn, ar à reſe « And happy he, who bath 
a bon. or ad arm, to put the crown upon the head or our iy! 
eſt King, whole chariot is paved with love. Were there t. 
thouſand millions of heavens creaged above theſe big heft h 
vens, and again as many above them, and as many above tl: + 
till angels were wearied with counting, it were but tegie 
2 ſeat to fix the princely throne of that Lord ſeſus (who! 
are) above them all: created heavens are too low a lat 
ma jeſt y tor him. Since then there is none equal to your N. 
ſter end Prince, who hath choſen out for you, amongſt mn 
infferings for fin, that only croſs, which comerh nero? 
likeneſs to his own crols, watred with confolations, tale 
courage, and comfort your ſeif in him, Who hath cho{en 5e 
to glory hereafter, and to conformity with him her We tes 
would have n crols of our own chooſing, and would have ow 
gall and wormwood ſugared, our fire cold, and our deat!, «1c 
grave warmed with heat of life; but he, who hath broug 
many children to glory, and loft none, is our beſt Tutor, IW. 
whe: am fick,that be may be Keeper and Comforter. ! ju. 
ita bleſſed fall, that we are torfeiced heirs, broken and ot 
of eredit, and that Chriſt is become a Tutor in place the 
Free-will, and that we are no more our awn. am broke! 2-4 
waſted with tlie wfath that is on the land, and have been m: 
tempted with a delign to have @ paſs from Chriſt, wien 
J had, I would not ſtay to be a witneſs of our defection, (yr 
no man's intreaty : but I know it is my foftneſs and Weakn 
who would ever be aſhore, when a fit of fea-fickneſs con 
on; though 1 know, I ſhall come ſoon enough to that defirable 
country, and ſhall not be difplaced, none ſhall take my ds 
ing · Sir, many eyes are upon you, and the godly are en 
dingly retreibed, that ye liſten not to the ways or many abou 
you, who, with fair words, make merchandize of fouls. Hir, 
iche way you are in be not the way ot Chriſt, then wo to nic, 
for I am eternally oſt ; but truly, the Lord Chriſt's dealing 
with Colonel Gzlbert Ker hath proven to me, that the cw 
Teſtament, and the covenant of grace, is a piece, that a fol 
meeting and afſembly of all created angels, join all their wits 
together, could not have deviſed. Sinze, Sir, ye paid nothing 
wr the change that Chrilt made, and * will take chat debt 
free grace to heaven with you (for what was Chriſt Jeſus in- 
debted to you, more than to all your kindred and name“ 


therelore, ſince ye are made his own, follow no other wa! 
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bat is my falvation,, though 1 ſhould lay it in pawn lit is 
a poor pledge) that this, chis only is the way but Chriſt 
'; Surety himſelf, thar it is the Kay; the Forg- runner went 
tore you and he is ſafely landed, and there is a fir compa- 
\ - before you of eb, as have tome out 1 great Hibalation, 
„% have waſhed thtir garments, and made them white in the 
oda of the Lamb; to whom the promucs are now perfor» 
med, Ne that overcomes ſhy Jeat ＋ the Tree of life, fhat is in 
the mifift of the paradiſe , Ged and Cod fhall wipe away alt 
ears run their er and there ſha! be no more i\cath, neither 
w, nor crying, mitbe, ſhall there be any more pain: He 
that fitteth on the throne ſlall dwell among them; they ſha 
Hunger no mere, neither thirft any more, n*:ther ſhall the ſun 
t on them, nor any heat, for the Lan, that is in the midft 
cj the throne, Hell jeed them, and ſhall tehe them unto the I- 
ving tounteins of wattrs. 1 may, Sir, poſhbly keep you from 
eter work: he God of peace, that brought again from the 
ad the great Shepherd of the ſheep, through the Blood of 
ite eternal covenant, make you perfect. 
St. Andrews, Jan. 7. 185 Tours in Jeſus Chriſt, S. R. 
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"> the much honcured and truly worthy, Col. G. K ER. 


Murb honoured and worthy Sir, 

[ Have heard of your continued captivity in England, as well 
as in this afflict:d land; but, go where ye will, ye capnor 
-» from under your Shadow,which is broader than many king. 
40m8 : ye Change lodging and countries; but the fame Lord 
i> defare you: it ye were carried away captive to the other 
ide of the ſun, or as far as the riſing of the morning-ſtar 5, xt 
> ſpoken to your Mother, who bath yet received no bill of di- 
-aree, which was written to Fudah, Mic. iv. 10. Be in pains 
4 labour to briug forth, O Daughter of Lion, like a woman 
n travail; for now ſhalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou 
{alt dwell in the field, and thou ſhalt go even to Babylon, ther- 
Jualt thou be delivered, there the L. rd ſhall} redeem thee from 
ic hapd vf thine enemies. England ſhall be countable tor you, 
tender you back; Iſa. xliv. 6. I will ſay to the north, Crue 
«p; and to the ſouth, Keep not back. It is a ſermon that fiefh 
id blood laugheth at, Ftek. xxxviis . Prophefie upon theſe 
«ry lenes, and ſay unto them, O ye dry bones, bear the word 
0 the Lord! It is a preaching to the grave: Thus, ſaith the 

ord unto be hene r, Bebeld, 7 will cauyje breath enter 1 
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end ze ſhall I-ve, and I will lay jinews upon you, and brinz || 
uponyou, and cover you with gin, and put breath in you. 41! 
Je ſhall lIrue, Rev x. 13. And the ſea gave up the dead th ;; 
were in it. Her wick mult render hack the Scottiſh captives, 
and Colonel Gilbert Ker with them; Ja. Kliii. 14. , 
ſaith ths Lord, your Redeemer, the heiy One of Iſtael, For u 
{ake, I have ſent i Babylon, and have 5rowght down al 
nobles, and the Caidzans, whoſe cry is in the ſhips. Deut. x, 
4. 1f any of bem he driven cut to the utmoſt parts of heaven, 
freu thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from the: 
wil! be fetch thee. Zech. „Iii. 7. Thus ſaith the Lord «| hit 
Behold, 1 will ſave my people from the caſt-country, and 
the west- count, and I wil bring them, and they jha!! d 
the mid/t of Jeruialem, and they fhail be my people, an! 
will be their God, in truth and in righteouſneſs. Sir, ve : 
both booked hy the Lord, who writ-th up the people, Pl. 1x5 I 
35 $. and eounted to the Lord as ane of the houſe and tic 
Pſal. i. 30. Fear not, faint. not, all your hairs are num. 
bred. It is the delire of the people off God, that as our 
bonds hitherto have been exemplary, to the ſtrengthnin: of 
the teeble, and to the ſtopping of the mouth of the adyer'ary, 
without any declining to tho right or leit-hand ſo your tuf#-- 
rings, in the place ve now £9 to, may be (Cas we are con 
dent in the Lord of you, and in humility boaſt of his grace 
you) ſavoury, convincing, and like unto this honourable caute, 
that will prevail in Britain, contrary to all the machination+ 
and counſels of deviis and men; and tho there were no othe. 
ink in ths pen | now write with, but lome dewing of my li. 
cooling blood, this I purpoſe (his grace, whole I am, ena- 
bling me) to ſtand to. Sir, we deſire to adore vo inſtruments; 
yet we conceive the thining and rays of grace, from the Po 
tain, Jeſus Chrift, the Fulzeſs of toe Gd bead, beſtowes or 
ſinful men, hold forth the good thoughts of Chrilt to this poo: 
land, whoſe multipHed graves, and whole fouls under the al 
tar, ſlain by {caries ind malignants, cry aloud to heaven. } 


4 
{ 
CY 


ſe nothing, Sir, if the Lord be not near (though I dare not lay 


how ſoon} to awake for the year of Z7-1's controverſie, {{a. 
XXXiV. 5. For iny ſword ſhall be bathed in heaven; behold, © 
ſhall come down upen England, and the refdue of his enemies 
in Scotland. Wo is me tor England, that land fhall-be foakes. 


with blood, and their duſt made fat with fatneſs; that pleatart 
land ſhall be a wilderneis, and the duſt of their land pitch; a 
judgment upon their walled towns, their pleaſant n 
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ſrong ſhips, Ve. if they do not repent. Ye have not, con- 
ceive, ſeen ſuch ſcarching and trying times, as now thele are; 
and yet the queſtion will be drawn to a more narrow ſtate, 
and multitudes will yet leave the cauſe : for we took all in te 
the covenant, that offered to build with us, but Chriſt muſt 
have but a ſmall remnant ; few nobles if any, few miniſters, 
profeſſor s, though our way ſtandeth unchanged, 2 Cir. vi. 
y. Fs honour and diſhonour, by good report ana cuil report, as 
deceivers and yet true, us unknown and het well known, as dy- 
ing and behold we live, as chaſtned and yet not tilled. Nei- 
ther is this your condition alone, bur the experienced lot of all 
rhe fainrs, that have gone before you: it is one and the lame 
:rofs of Chriſt; but there be ſundry faces, and diverſe cireum- 
{znces in the fame remaant, the ſufferings of Chriſt aud yours. 
dr, to be delivered to foldiers, and in captivity, look like his 
ſuffering, of whom 1ſaiah faith, Chap. liti. 8. He was taken 
jrom priſon, and from judgment \, yea, and taken bound, Joh. 
viii 1. When the cauſe is the truth of God, rhe luſtre and 
ee of ſuffering is ſo much the more lovely, that it hath. the 
new and colour of Chriſt's ſufferings, who endured contradi- 
&ion of ſinners, and deſpiſed the ſhame: O it is a great word, 
Chrift ſhamed, and Chriſt abafed ! but thus was the Head, and 
{> ate the members dealt with in the world; and truly any 
tuing of Chriſt, even the worſt of him (to ſpeak ſo) his re- 
g bach and ſhame, are lovely. Though ſuperſtitious love to 
che material croſs he ſuffered upon, be foolery ; and doting 
pon the holy grave, be curſed idolatry ; yet is there a com- 
nunion with him in his ſufferings molt deſitable, 1 Pet. iv. 
5. But rejoice in as. much as ye are partakers of Chrift*s ſuffe- 
rings: in which ſenſe, the cup that his lip touched, hath the 
'weeter taſte, even though death were in it; the grave, becauſe 
he did lie in it, is fo much the ſofter, and the more refreſhful 
2 bed of reſt 3 and that part 0: the sky arid clouds, that the 
Beloved ſhall break through, and come to judgment, is as 
lovely a piece of the created heaven as any is, if we may love 
ne ground he goeth on the better: but all this is to be under- 
itood in a ſpiritual manner. The Lord calleth you, Sir (upon 
*hom the Spirit of God and his glory reſteth) to put your 
foul's Amen to this diſpenſation; and requireth of us, that our 
defires follo y the now declared decree of God, concerning the 
Jc{alation of our ſinſul land, fo: many ways guilty of a d piled 
goſpel, and a broken covenant, and that with all ſubmiſſion: 
certainly uo man hath failed mois in this thing, than he whe 
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writeth to you; for I have throught my health-in great haz a4, 
and tor mented my ſpirit with'exceſiys griet, for ou. prot » 
provocations, and the rentings of our Kirk; and Ie it 1: 

challenging ot, and a bold pleading againſt him, vom 7 /- 
Houlder the government is, Iſa. xxti. 22. The Father th 
put a glorious truſt upon Chriſt, erl. 23. And wil fe 
him as nail in a ſure place, and be hal be for: a giortons tl 1: 
to his Father's houſe. Verſe 24. Aud they ſhall BL zepon hi;n 
fl the glory of bis Father's houſe, the offspring: and the iffuc, 
all veſſels of ſmall quantity, from the veſſels of cups even ts all 
the veſſels of flagens. Our urhbelieving apprehenfiens do i, 
quarrel at the proſperity of enemies in an evil cane, that 
wreſtle with defeats, ſpoiling, captivity ol the godly, king 
of his people, the waſting ot our land, ſtarving and fame 
ing of the kingdom, which is worſe than the ſword ; bus this 
is a ſinful contradidting of the Lord's revealed decre“: His 
wiſdom faith, Sporling and deſvlation is beſt for Scotland; and 


"wwe ſay, Not; and to accule Chriſt of miſgovernment, aud of 


not being true to the truſt put upon him: but ſince he doch 
not drag the government at his heels, but hath it wpor bis H 
Aer; and lince the Nail faftned in a ſure place cannot Ce bro- 
ken, nor can the ſmalleſt veſſel fail to find\{weer ſecuritj 
dependence upon him; ſince all the weight of heaven and 
earth, of redeemed ſaints and confirmed /angels, is upon »'s 
ſhoulder, 1 am a fool, and bruitſh to imagire, that 1 can ag 
any thing to Chriſt's fpecial care of; and tenderneſs to his pc. 
E He whe keepcth the bafons and knives of his houſe, ang 

ringeth the veſſels back again to the ſecond temple, Exre 1. 
8, 9, 10. muſt have a more tender care of his redecmed ones, 
than of a ſpoon, or of Peter's old ſhoes, which yer mult rot he 
loſt in his captivity, Ads xii. O for grace to ſuffer Chriſt 
to tutor his own minors and yourg'heirs | But we cannot en- 
dure to be under the actings of his government; we love to 
much to be our own. | O how ſweet to be wholly Chriſt's. 
ard wholly in Chriſt ! To be out of the creatures owning.arit 
made compleat in Chriſt, ts lie by faith in Chriſt ;, and to bc 
once for all, clothed with the created majeſty and glory of the 
Son of God, whereinhhe makes atl his friends and followers 
ſhavers! To dwell in hum anuub's high and bleſſed land, ant 


live in that ſweeteſt air;wvhere:nowind bloweth,bur the rea 


ings of the Holy Gef; no fenster floods flow; but the hre 
Water of life, that proceed#th jrom unter tho thraue, and fron: 
tht Laub; ro planting, but che Tree f life, utbat . 
Nen K | ö twelve 


* 
* 


Fpilt. 62. I. ET T RRS. 499 
twelue maumner of fruits every menth! What do we here but 
© and fuer ? O when hall the night be gone, the ſhadows 
fo aways and the morning of that longs long day, without 
cloud or night, dawn? The Spirit and the Bride ſay, Comes 
O when shall the Lamb's Wife be ready, and the Rridegroom 
izy, Come! Worthy Sir, I mind you to the Hearers of pray- 
©: O help me in that kind! I he Spirit of Jeſus be with 
tour ſpirit. | 
WM. * OR May Tours, in his only, only Lord Jeſus, 
14, 1651. | S. Re 


LEE. — 


— —ũ—46 ũ — — - —— 


To. Lach K² E N M U R E. 


Madam, 22 
Race, mercy ard peace be to you : We are {allen in win. 
nowing and trying times; I am glad chat your breath 
ie:veth you to run to the end, in the lame condition and Way 
wherein ye have walked. thele twenty years paſt; it is either 
the way of peace, or we are yet in our fins, and have milled. 
the way. The Lord (it is true) hath ſtained the pride of all 
dur glory; and now laſt of all, the {un hath gone down upon 
my of the prophets 35 but ſtumble not, men are men, and 
604 933 more and wore to be God, and Chriſt is ſtill 
Chit. Madam, Stronger than, IJ am, had almoſt ſtumbled 
n and caſt me down: But oh what miercy is it, to diſcern 
detwixt what is Cliriſt's and what is :nan's, and what Way 
i ew, colour, and luſtre of giſts and grace, dazle and de- 
cal our weak eyes! Oh to be dead to all things that are be- 
o Chriſt, were it even a created heaven and created grace! 
Holineſs is not Chriſt ; nor are the bloſſoms and flowers the 
Ure of life, the Tres it ſelf, Men and ercatures may wind 
themſelye between us and Chriit ; and therefore che Lord 
dach done much to take out of the way all betwixt him and 
there are not in our way now kings, or armies, or nobles, 
: \udicatories, or ſtrong holds, or watchmen, or godiy pro 
ors : The faireſt things, and moſt eminent in Britain, are 
trned,, and have lot their luſtre; only, only Chriſt keeps 
"5 greenmets. and beauty, and remaineth what he was: On! 
i he were more and more excellent to our apprehenfions, than 
r he was (whole excellency is above all apprzbeni:ons) and 
din more and more ſweet to our taſte. L care for nothing, it 
{> be Iwere nearer to him, and yet he flyeth not from me; [ 
dee ſtom him, but he purſueth- I hear yeur Ladiſtcp N 
| * a "hep 
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eſt abliſhed Surety, 


500 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 6; 
the ſame eſteem of the deſpiled cauſe and covenant of ©; - 
Lord, xe had before}: Madam, hold you there ; 1 dare 214 
would gladly breaths out my ſpirit in chat way, with « ne: 
er communion and fellowſhip with the Father and the cg. 
and would ſeck no more, but that I might die believing 
and alfo I woald hope, that the carth ſhall not cover the 08 
of the godly ſlain in Scetland; but that the Lord will als 
Inquiſition tor their blood, when the ſufferings of the hin a 
in theſe lands ſhall be fulfilled. The good-will of hin: tha; 
dwelt in the buſh be with you. lf 

Glaſgow, Sept. 28. Tour Ladiſhip's at all obſervan 

1651. in the Lora Feſus. S. R. 


mate Re ——ů — . 


Lo my Lady K EN M U RE. 


Madam, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I know yet! 
an out-going, and that your quartering in time, 
your abode in this life, is ſhort ; for we flee away as 4 jhad's 
the declining of the ſun, and the lengthning of the ſhadow. laith 
our Journey is ſhort and near the end; I ſpeak it, beca | 
have warnings of my removal. Madam, I know not any again! 
whom the Lord is not; for he is againſt the proud and 
the day of the Lord js upon all the cedars, upon all tht "25 
mountains, upon every high tower, and upon every fenced a. 
upon ail tbe ſbips of Tarſhith, and upon all pleaſant picture: 
row. not any thing comparable to a nearneſs and ſpititus. 
communion with the Father and the Son Chriſt : there 
much dead reſs and witheredneſs upon many ſpirits, ſomet 
near to God; and L wiſh the Lord have not more to4ay ard 
to do againit the land. Ye have, Madaus, in your accounts, 
mercies, deliverances, rods, warnings, plenty of means. 
folations, when refuge tailed, when ye looked on the ri;,” 
hand, and behold no man would know you, nor care for y ©! 
jou!, when young and weak, manifeſtations of God, the gut. 
goings of the Lord for you, experiences, anſwers [fora i. 
Lord; by all which, ye may be comforted now, and contrm 
ed in the certain hope, that grace, free grace, in a f 
N perfect that ok in you. Hz; 
Py they, who ſoe not, and yet believe! Grace, grace eterina!!/ 
in our Lord ſeſus be with your TH 
Edinburgh, May 27. wos in the T. 
eder ty 5 hs FJieſus, de K. 
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=Epiſt: 6 66. LETTERS. 
1. my Lady k E N MUR E. 


Madam, 


+ Have been fo long ſilent, that T am 1imoſt aſhamed now to 
1 (peak. I hear of your weakly condition of body, which 
ipeaketh fore warning to you. t look for a longer lite, where 
e hall have. more leifure to praiſe, than ti can give you 
here: it ſnhall be Joſs to many; but ſure, your ſelt, Madam. tha!l} 
be only free of any loſs. And truly, confidering what days we 
ate now fallet. into, if ſailing were not (erving of the Lord, 
(which I can hargly attain) a calm harhuur were very good, 
wen forms are fo high: The Fore - runnet, who hath landed 
firſt, muſt help to bring the ſea-heaten veiſel ſafe to the port, 
and the ſick pailengors, who are following th: Fore runner, 
late aſhore. Much deadneſs prevaileth over ſome; but there is 
much lite in him, who is the reſurretion and the life, to 
quicken. O what of our hid lite is without us, and how little 
and poor a ſtock is in the, hand of forme The only wiſe God 
'upply-what-. is wanting; the more ye want, and the more your 
joy hath run on, the more is owing to you by the promiſe of 
z.cace : Bygones of watrings from heaven, which your TLadi- 
hi wanted in Kenmure, Ruſco, the Weſt, Glaſgow, Ed inhurgh, 
England, &. ſhall all come in a great ſum together; rac mar- 
nage- ſupper of the Lamb mtiit be not marred with too -larvea 
{our-hours refreſhment. Know, Madam, he who hath tutored 
you from the breaits, knoweth how to time his own day- 
thinings and. love - viſits. Grace that runs on, be with you. © 
St. Andrews. | Tours in the Lord, at all obſey« 

welt. 7 1 "WEE, S. R. 1 

— — * * —— a * ä 
"To wy Lad, KE NM UR E. 

Madam, "POP 2 2 

1 Confeſs I have cauſe to be grieved 1t my long filence, or 
lazineſs in writing: I am alſo afflicted to hear, that ſuch, 
who were debtors to your Ladiſhip for Hetrer dealing, have 
ſerved you with ſuch preyartextion : ye know, crookedne's Is 
neither ſtrong nor long-enduring; and ye know like wie, that 
theſe things 
on the lawleis and ſinful ſtirrings of the creatures, as ordered 
by a moſt holy Hand in heaven. O if ſome could make peace 
with God! It would be our wiſdom, and afford us much veet 


”_- ——U— — 


* 


» , , 


— 


” 
\ 
— ” _ 1 1 A " — WW 


3101 


ring not out of the duſt: It is ſweet to look up- 
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302 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 46. 


rape if oppreilors were looked upon as ous inſtrumentz 
ike the law or ax in the carperiter's hand they are bidden 
(if ſuch a diſtinction may be admitted) but not cm dd 
of Cod Cas Shimes Was, 2 Sam. xvi. 10.) to do what hene 
Madam, I heſe many years the Lord bath been teaching 
to read and ſtudy well the book of holy, Eoly and poli- 
Sovereignty, in ſaffering from ſome nigh hand and for: fa: 
ff, Whoever be the inſtruments, the repiying of clay to ge 
Petter, the Former of all, is unbeleeming the nothing c»-2. 
ture: hope he ſhall clear you: but when Zion's public 
lie not nigh ſome. of us, aud leave no impreſſiot. upon vii 
hearts, it is no wonder that we be exerciſed with dom-ici; 
troubles; but I know, ye are taught of God to prefer 7 
lem to your chieteſt joy. Madam, I here is no caule off 
walt upon the not · tarrying viſion, for it will ſpeak. IS 
wiſe (od be with you, and God even your owu God i; 
VGUe Ty 1 ' 
Sd. Andrews, June Towrs in all obſervance in 
1657. | God, S. R. 


* 
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To my Lady K k N M URE. 
Madam, . | oY ; $77 
1 Should not forget you; but my deadneſs under a thre. 

ning-{trake, both of a falling Church, a broken 


_ nant, a deſpiſed remnant, and crazineſs of body (that Ic 


dot get a piece ſickiy clay carried about from one hun 
town to another ) lies moſt heavy on me: The Lord hath ru. 
moved Scotland's crown, for we owned not his crown; w: 
fretted at his cathalick governmert of the world, and fred 
that he would not be ruled and led by us, in breaking our 
adveriaries ; and he makes us ſuffer and pine away in cur 
iniquities, under the broken goverrment of his houſe. it i: 
like, it would he our ſnare, to be tried with the hanpur © 
a. peaczable reformation ;. we might mar the caryed. work ot 
his houlc, worſe than thoſe ag ainſt whom we cry u] is 
Bke he hath bidden us lie on our, leſt:ſide three hundred 
vinety days, and yer fo. aſtonifhing- is our Rupidity, 2; 
We: moan noc our ſore- ſide: Our gold is become dim, 
Viſage of our Nazarites is become-black. the | fun is go. 
down on our ſeers, the crown is fallen from our. head. W. 
tore like bears. Lord ſave us from that, He that made ther 
Will net have mer on them. The heart of the ſeriby me- 
115 " AR. 1 | mates 


rr 


dirates terror. Oh, Mad am it the Lora would help to more 


| t-judging, and to make fare an intereſt in Chriſt ! Ah, 

| © torget eternity, and it approacketh quickly. Grace be 

with you. i | | 

| St. * Rr Novemb. 20. Tour Ladiſbip's at all obedi- 
1657. ence in the Lord, S. R. 

| —— — — —ä —d ' — —ñ—‚E— 4 — — —¶ ld —— — — 

| To my. Lady E NMURE. 


Ma dan, | * 39 8 
Am aſhamed of my long ſilence to pour TLadiſhip. Your 
| Ft rofliigs and wandrings are known to him, upon whom 
have been caſt from the breaſts, and who hath beer your 
' Dod of old. The temporal loſs of creatures, dtar to you 
there, may be the more caſily endured, that the gain of One, 
| who only hath immertality, groweth. There is an 1niverſal 
complaint of deadneſs af ſpirit on all that know (od.: He 
that writes to you, Madam, is as deep in this as any, and is 
a/raid-of a ſtrong and hot battely hetore time be at 2 cloſey 
out no matter, if the Lord crown all with the yidtorious 
t iumphing of faich. God teacheth us by terrible things in 
-ipht-oulneſs. We {ze mary things, but we obſerve nothing. 
Dur drink is ſowre, gray-hairs are here and there on us, ant 
we change many lords and rulers; but the tame bondage oi 
ou] and body remains. We live little by faith, but much 
ay fenle, according to the times, and by humane policy. I hs 
»icchmen ficep, and the people periſh for lack of knowledge, 
OW can We be enlightned, when we turn our back on the 
Sun? And muſt we not be withered when we leave the Foun- 
tain ? It ſhould be my only daſire ro be a miniſter, gifted 
with the white ſtone, and the new name written on it. I 
judge it were fit (now when tall profeliors, and when many 
ſtars fall from heaven, and God poureth the iſle of Great 
Hritais from veſſel w veſſel, and yet we fit and re ſetiled 
on on our lees') to conſider (as ſometimes do; but, ah! 
rarely) how irrecoverable a wo it is, to be under « begulle, 
in che matter of eternity; and what if I, wiv can have a 
{ubſcribed teſtimony: of many, who ſhall tand at the right- 
hand of the Judge, ſhall mits Chriſt's approving teſtimony, 
and be ſet upon the left-hand among the goats? T here is ſuch 
4 heguile, Mat. vii. 22. Mat. XXV. 8, 9, 10, 11, 2. Luke 
i. 25, 26. And it befals mary; and what if it befal me, 
ho hays but too much art to cozen my own ſoul and others, 
e ee 8 n with 


R - 


> 


* 
6 


4 504 Mr. Rutherfbord's Epiſt. 68 


with the flouriſh of miniſterial or courtry-holineſs. 
Lady, \ am afraid of qc; ſecurity, we watch itte, 
(1 bave mainly relation to my elf) we wreſtle little: 1 
Iike og travelling in the night, who ſees a ſpirit, and 9 

for tear, and dare not tell it to his fellow, for fear <5. 
ercaſing his own fear; however, I am ſure, when the MV: 
zs nigh his coming, it were ſaſe to write over a double 
new copy of our accounts, of the ſins of nature, ch{!d!1c-1 
youth, riper years, and old age. What ii Chriſt have ans 
ther written repreſentation of me, than I have af my ſelf 
ſurc his is right ; and if it contradict my miſtaking and. 
Filly erroneous account of my ſelf, Ah! where am i ther, ? 
But, Madam, I diſcourage none; I know Chriſt bath 1.4 
new marrlage-contra& of love, and lealed it with his bio, 
and the trembling belieyer ſhall not be confounded. 
be with you. | | 


St. Andrews, May 26, ,. Teurs at all obedien 
1659. Chrijt, 8. N. 


Te en Lad) K EN MOK E. 
Madam, | 
1 Should be glad, that the Lord would be pleaſed to len- 


en out nnore time to you, that ye might, before your ©; 
de ſhut, ſee more of the work of the right-hand of the 


in reviving a now. Wwooning and cruſhed Land and Chu 


Though I was lately knocking at death's gate; yet coul 

not get in, but was ſent back ber a time. It is well, if 1 coulc 
yet do any ſervice to him; but ah, what deadneſs lietu 
the ſpirit ! and deadneſs breedeth diſtance from God. la- 


dam, I heſe many years the Lord hath let you fee a clear dit- 


ference betwixt thale who ſerve God, and love his nam- 
thoſe who ſerve him not; and I judge ye look e the way of 
Chriſt, as the only beſt way, and that ye would not exchars© 
Chriſt for the world's god, or their mammon, and th vt 
can give Chriſt a teſtimony of Chief among ten thoula; : 
Trus it is, that many of us have fallen from our firſt Tore ; 
hut Chriſt bath renewed his firit love of our eſpouſals to him: 
ſelf, and multiplied the ſeekers of God, all the country 
even where Chriſt was icarce named, eaft and we, forth an 
nertb, above the number that our fathers ever knew. But 
ah! Madam, what ſnail be done or ſaid of many fallen ft", 


arg math rear to Gcd camplying wetully, and failing 1 


near 
„ 
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rareſt ſhore? Yea, and we are conſumed in the furnace, but 
+ ot meited ; burnt, but not purged; our drofs is not re moved, 
but our ſcum remains in us; andin the furnace we fret, we 
ent, and (which is more ſtrange) we ſlumber: The hre 
burneth round about us, znd we lay it not to heart; pgray- 
are upon us, and we know it not. It were now a de- 
able life to ſend away our love to heaven; and well becometh 
i us to wait oft for the appointed change, yet ſo as we ſhould 
he meditating thus: Is there a new world above the tun and 
oem? and is there ſuch a blefled company, harping and 
ging Hallelu jabs to the Lamb up above? Why then are 
taken with a vain life of ſighing and ſinning? Oh, where 
dur wiſdom, that we fit Kit laughing, eating, ſlee ping 
priſoners, and do not pack up all our beſt things for the 
gerne y, defiring always to be clothed with our houſe from 
2hove, not made with bands! Ah, we favour not the things 
hit are above, nor do we ſmell of glory ere we come thither 
ve tranſact and agree with time, 2 a new leale of clay- 
wentions : Behold he cometh, we ſicep, and turn all the work 
of duties into dilpute df events for deliverance 5 but the 
#reateſt haſte to be humbled for a broken and a buried Co- 
v.nant, is firſt and laſt forgotten: and all our grief is, the 
ord lingers, enemies triumph, godly ones ſuffer, atheiſts 
Walpheme. Ah! we pray not, but wonder that Chriſt co- 
71th not the higher way, by might, hy power, by gar- 
ments rolled in blood; what if he come the lower way Sure 
we ſin in putting the book in his band, as it we could 
zeach the Almighty knowledge; we make haſte, we belieye 
not: Let the only wiſe God alone, he ſtirs well, he dravys 
fraight lines, though we think and ſa) they are Crooked : 
3t is right that ſome ſhould die and their breaſts full of milk; 
and yet we are angfy that Grd dealeth ſo with them. O it 
i could adore him in his hidden ways, when there is dark- 
neſs under bis feet, ard darknets in his paviiion, and clouds 
re about his threne ! Mudam, hoping, believing, patient 
»aying is our life; he loſes no time, The Lord Jelus be 

with your tpirit. W 
ot · Andrews, Sept. 12. Tours at all obliged obſervance 
1659. in Chris, S. K. 
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Mr. Rutherford” 5 Epiſt. 69, 


To lis reverend aud. dear Brethren, Mr. Cuthrie, Ar. Ir. 
and the reli of therr Brethren impriſoned, in the Cal 
Edinburgh. 4 | 


Reverend, very dear, and now much bogoured Priſoner, 
ri, | | | : 
T Am, as to the point of light at the out moſt cf e 
on in that kind, that this is the cauſe of Chriſt ye naw 
uffer far, and not mens intereſt : iſ it be for men, let us ea 
it ; but if we plead for God, our own perſonal (afety and man 
deliver ance will not be peace. There is a {abpation 2:4 
the ſalvation of Gd, Which is cleanly, pure, ſpiritual, vr. 
mixed, near to the holy word of God; it is that which 5. 
would ſeck, even the favour of God that he bears to 
people, not ſample gladneſs, but the gladneis and goodness 
of the Lord's choſen, And ſure | (though I be the Wes 
of his witneſſes, and unworthy. to be among the 'meancit 
them, and am atraid the cauſe be hurt (but it cannot be 
by my ur believing faintneſs) I ſhould not deſire a deliver 
ſeparated from the d<liverance of the: Lord's cauſe and pro- 
ple: it is enough to me to ſing, when Zion ſings; nd 
triumph, when Chriſt triumphegh: I ſhould judge it an 
happy joy, to rejoyce when Zion figheth. Not one boot ail 
be your peace. f Chriſt doth own me, let me be 
rave ina bloody winding - ſheet, and go from the ſcaff 
1 varters, to grave, or no grave, Jam his debtor, 
ſeal with ſufferings this precicus Truth : But, oh! When 
comes to the puſh, | dare ſay nothing, conſidering my weak- 
nels, wickednels and ſaintteſs. But fear not ye, ye ar? not 
ye shall not be alone, the Father is with you; it was not 
unſeaſonable, but a ſeaſonable and neceſſæry duty we Ware 
bout. Fear him who is Sovereign, Chriſt is Captain ot th. 
caſtle, and Lord of the keys. The cooling well-ſpring a 
refreſhment from the promiſes, is more than the trowning* 
of the farnace. I ſee 3 and temptations in capitula tina. 
compoiing, ceding, minching with diſtinctions of circum 
ſtances, formalities, - complements and extenuations in the. 
cauſe of Chriſt. A long ſpoon, the broth is hell's hot. Ho!-! 
2 diſtance from carnal compaſitions, and much nearneſs tot 
"Fountain, to the favour and refreſhing light from the Father 
lights, ſpeaking in his oracles; this is found health and fa- 
vation. Angels, men, Zion's elders eye us; but what of 5 
| Fol V thele 


& 


ele? Chriſt is by us, ard looks on us, and writes up all. 15 

Let us pray more, and look leſt to men. Remember me Mr. 

e, and all the reſt. Bleſſings be upon the head of ſuch-as 

arc ſeparated from their brethren : Joſeph is a fruitfal bought 

by a well. Grace be with you, n 

„t. Andrews, Tour loving Brother and Componien in the 
1560, Kingdom and hatlience of Teſs Chriſt, S. R. 


„„ 


——— 


To M. ROBERT CAMPBELL. 


ieverend and dear Frothor, | 
E knowthis is a time, in which all men almoſt feet their 
awn things, and not the things of Telus Chriſt: Ve are 

your alone, as i beacon on the top of a mountain; but faint 
not, Chriſt is a numecous multitude himfelf, yea millions 2 


: 
though ali the nations were conveened againſt him round a» 'n 
aut; yet doubt not, but he will at laſt ariſe for the ery of if 
the poor ad reedy. For me, I am now near to eternity, 1 
ind tor ten thouland worlds I dare not adventute to pal: 1 


from the Protefetion againſt the corruptions of the time, nor 14 
70 alopgſt with the ſhameleſs apoſtaſy of the many filent and. 'A 
dumb watchmen of Scotland; but I think it my laſt duty, to 
nter a proteſtation in heaven, before the righteous Judge, .a- » 
gainſt the practical and legal breach of Covenant, and all 4 
oaths impoſed on the *conſtiences"vf the Lord's people, and 
i} popish, ſuperſtitious and idolatrous mandates of men. 
{now that the overthrow of the ſworn Reformation, the in- 
gd ueing of Popery and the myſtery of iniquity, is now let 
on foot in the three kingdoms ; and whoſoever would kee 
their garments clean, are under that command, Torch nf, 
taſte net, handle not. The Lord galls you, Dear Brother, 
be {till tedfaſt, unmoveable, and abounding in the work 
the Lord. Our royal! Kinyly Maſter is upon his journey, 
ind will come ahd will not wn &. and bleſſed is the ſervant 
who shall be found watching when le cometh : fear not men, 
or the Lord is your Light and Salvation. It is true, it is 
{»mewhat ſad il comfortleſs that ye are your alone; but ſo it 
wos with our precious Maſter : nor are ye your alone, for 
ihe Father is with you. It is poſſible, I shall not be an eye- 
'vitnels to it in the flesh; but I believe he comes quickly, who _ 
i remove our darkneſs, and will shine gloriouſly in the e 
o Britain, s a crowned King, either in a formally ſworn Co- 
venant, or n his on glorious way, which I leave te the de- 
Nn | __ termt- 
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$03 . Mr. 'Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 70. 
termination of his infinite. wildom and goodneis; 4nd e 
the hope and confidence of, a dy ing man, who is long 

inting for the ſalvation af God. B:ware of che epſraring 
bonds and obligations, by any hand-writ or other wat 1; 

ive unlimited obedience to any authority, but ond; 1» (+4, 
3 for all innocent ſelt· detenee (which is according to the 
cov enant, the word of God and the laudable example t 
reformed Churches) is now intended to be utterly lubvertes 
and condemned: And what is taken trom Chriſty as the flow -- 
of his Prercgative Riyal, is now put upon the head of a »y 
tal power, which muſt be that great del of indignatic, 
provoketh tlie eyes of his glory. Dear Brother, let us wing 
the rich promiſes, that are made to thoſe that overcom:, 
knowing, that thoſz. that enduce to the gnd sball be {21-0 
Thus, recommending you to the rich graze af God, re 
main Cd vanes Hall 


. 
, 
1 


St. Andremm, i Tour aſſedienate Brethe, 
1681. - f * N "14 1 . in Chrift, 8. R. 
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Loving aud dear Hſter, 


Wt 
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For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


| Welbeloved aud dear Siſter, Jer 
love, in Cbriſt, . t have ods to von 
N . your daughter Grifſel, with Robert Garden, wha, 
came to ſ{:teh-her 1 I am in good hopes, chat the 
dced of God i is in ber; as in one born of God, and God's 
244 will come to God's harveſt. 1 have ber promile, ſhe. 
ſhall be Chriſt's, for I have xold her ſhe way promiſe much in 
tis worthy name 3 for he becomes Caut in to Ma. Father for 
i! ſuch as relolye and promiſe to-ierve him. IN r:membet 
ner to God. I traſt you will acquaint her with good coripas 
zug he diligent tc know with whom the loveth to haunt. 
\cinember, Zion, and our. necefities. I blels. your- daughter 
en our Lord, and prays the Lord te give you joy and « Come 
fort of her. Remember my lave to your hus be pd, to Willians, 
ud to Samael your ſuns. ThoLord) Is{us be with your: pirn. 
Auwotb, June 8. | olr's 61 all power in the 
£624, Lord Feſues, S. R. 


» 
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FF eyer you would . imrest che Lord for me; 
4 ogy whet I an lo comfortiels, and fo full of heayineſs =" 
Ii | am 


p 


= 


. 


aid, I muſt fight and overcome the world, John vi. 32 


10 Mr. Rutherfoord's Rhpiſt. 
I am rot able to Rand under the burden any longer. Th. 
Almighty hath doubled his ſtripes upon me 3 for my wit i; 
ſo ſore tormented night and day, chat I have wondred why 
the Lord tarrieth ſo long: My life is bitter unto me, and! 
fear the Lord be my contrair Party. It is (1 now know by 
experience) hard to keep fight of God in a ſtoxm, efpecialiy 
When he hides himſelf, for the trial cf hie childrens if be 
would be pleaſed to remove His hand, | have 2 purpole ::; 
ſeek him more than I have done: Happy are they that can win 
away with their ſou! ; 1 am afraid of his judgments. I bleſs 
my God, that there is a death, and a heaven; 1 would wrery 
ro begin again to be a Chriſtian, ſo bitter is it to drink of 
the cup that Chriſt drank of, if I knew not that there is av 
poiſon in it. God give us not of it while we vomit again, r 
we have {ack ſouls when God's phyſick works not. ray the: 
God would not lead my wile into temptation. Wo is my hear! 
that I have done ſo! little againſt the kingdom of Satan in my 
calling; fer be would fain attempt to make me blaſpheme 
God in his face: I believe, 1 beielve in the ſtrength ot hin; 
who hath put me in his work, he ſhall fail in that which he 
ſeeks ; I have comfact in this, that my Captain Chriſt hath 
and wie a weak {poicd weaponleſs devil, Febn xiv. 30. 
\ The prinss of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 
Deſire Mr. Nobert to remember me. if he love me- Grace 
grace be with you, and all yours; remember Zion. There is 
a letter procured from the king by Mr. Jobn Maxwell, to 
urge conformity, to give the Communion at Chriſtmas in 
Edinburgh, Hold faſt that which you have, that no man take 
the crown from you; the Lord ſeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Anwoth, Novemb. 17. 1629. Tours in the Lord, S. R. 
pn + — — _ - — — Se — 
Fer MARION MACKNAUGHY. 
Welbeloved and dear Sifter, 


Y love, in the Lord ſeſus, remembred: 1 underſtand 
| that you are ſtill under the Lord's viſitation, in your 
former buſineſs with your enemies, which is God's dealing 
for, till he take his children put of the furnace, that knoweth 
how long they ſhould be tried, there is ro deliverance ; but 
after God's higheſt and fulleſt tide, that the ſea of trouble 
gone over the fouls of his children, then comes the gracious 


. Jong-hoped-fur ebbing, and drying up of the waters. Vea, 


Siſter, 


. — 


* < | | * 
Fpiſt. 3. LETTERS. Fix 
Sifter, do not faint; the wicked may hold the bitter cup to 
your head, but God mixeth it, and there is no poiſon in it; 
they {trike, but God maves the rod; Shime? curſeth, but it 
is becauſe the Lord bids him. I tell you, and 1 have it from 
him before whom I ſtand for God's people, there is a decree 
| given out, in the grezi, court of the higheſt beavens, that 
| your preſent troubles thall be dilprried, as the morning cloud, 

and God ſhall bring forth your righteculnels as the light at 
roor-tide of the day: Let me intreat you in Chriſt's name, 
| to keep eu good conlcience in your proceedings in that matter, 
and beware of your ſel“ x; your ſelf is a more dangerous enemy 
than I, or any without you; innocence, and an upright cauſe, 
is a good advocate before God, and thall plead for you, and 
win your cauſe ; and count nuch of your Maſter's approba- 
| tion, and his {miling : He is now as the King that is gone to a 
{ar country 3 God ſeems to be from home, (it I may fay fo } 
| yet he ſees the ill ſervants, who ſay, Our Maſter deferreth 
l his coming, and ſo ſtrikes their tellow-lervants : But patience, 
my beloved, Chriſt the King is coming home, the evening 
is at hand, and bc will ask an account of his ſervants; make 
2 fair clear count to him: So carry your ſelf, as at night you. 
may lay, Maſter, I have wronged none; babeld, yougbhave your 
n with advantare. O! your fou! then will eſteem Suh 
of one of God's kiſſes and embracements, in the teſtimony 
| of a good confeience, The wicked, howbeit they be calting 
many evil thoughts, bitter words, and ſinful deeds behind 
their their back, yet they are, in o doing, clerks to their own 
procels, and doing nothing all their life, but gatherirg dit- 
#ays againſt demos; r God is angry at the wicked every 
day : and J hope your preſent proceſs thall be ſighted one 
day by him who knaweth your juſt cauſe; and the bloody 
congues, crafty foxes, double ingrained typocrires, ſhall ap- 
pear as they are before his Majeſty, when he ſhall take the 
mask off their faces: And O thrice happy ſhall your foul be 
| then, when God finds you covered with nothing but the 
1 white robe of the ſaints innocence, and the right-ouſneis of 
Jelus Chriſt, You have been of late in the King's wine» 
cellar, where you were welcomed by the Lord of the inns, 
upon a condition that you would walk in love; put on love, 
and brotherly kindneſs, and long-ſuffering; wait as long up- 
x on the favour and turned hearts of your enemies, as your - 
| Chriſt waited upon you, and as dear ro ſtood at your foul's 
door with dewy and rainy locks, the long cold night: be an- 
Wy NG a L.i. 2 1 
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$12 Mr. Rnatherfoor is Epiſt. 3. 
but fin nit; 1 perſwade my ſelf, that holy union within 
you; which teacheth you all things, is alſo ſaying. Overcome 
evil with good, It that had not ipokert in your foul, at the 
tears of your, aged paſtor, you wou'd not have agreed, and 
torgiven his faolith ion who wronged you but my Matter 
bad me tell you, God's bieffing ſha}!'be upon you tor it; and 


from him lay, Grace, grace, grace, and everlaſting peace 


be pen you: It is my prayer for you, that your carriage 
may grace and adorn the Goſpel of that Lord who bath graced 
you. | hear your husband alſo was ſick, but I beſcech you in 
the bowels of feſus, welcome every rod ef God; tor I find 
rot in the whole book of God, a greater note of the child of 


God, chan to fall down and kiſs the feet of an angry Ged; 


and When he {cems to put you away from him, and looſe your 
Dands that grip him, to look up in taith, and ſay, I ſhall n-?, 
1 will not be put away from thee; howheit thy Majeſty draw t» 
free thy ſelf off me, yet Lord give me leaue to beld and cleave 
unt thy ſelf I will pray that your husband may return in 
2 your deereet comes from . heavens look up thither 
or many (ſays Solomon) ſeek the face of the ruler. bul every 
man's judgment cometh f the Lid; and be glad that it is 
fo, tor Chrilt is the clerk of your proceſs, ans will {ce that 
all goriglit; and [ periwade my felt, he is laying, T-nder ſer- 
wants of mines are wronged ; for my blo:d, Father, give then 
juſtice. Think you not, deer Siſter, but our High Prieſt, our 
Jeſus, the Maſter of requeſts, preſents our bills of complaint 
do the great Lord Juſtice: Yea, I believe it, ſin e he is our 
Advocate, and Daniel calls him the Spekeſman, whoſe hand 
preſents all to the Father. For other huſineſſes, I ſay nothing, 
while the Lord give me to {te your tate. 1 am credibly in- 
formed, chat multitudes of England, and eſpecially worthy 
preachers, and filenced, preachers of, London, are gone to New 
Englaud; and I know one learned holy preacher, who bath 
Written againſt the Arminians, who is gone thither. Our blei- 
fed Lord jeſas, n cannot get leave to ſleep with his Spouſe 
in this land, is going to ſeck an inns where he will be better 
entertained ; and what marvel ? Vearied ſeſus, aſter he h:d 
travelled from Geneve, by the Miniſtry of worthy Mr. 


Knox, ard was laid down in his bed, and Reformation begun, 


and the curtains drawn, he had not gotten his dear eyes well 
together, when irreverent Biſhops came in, and with the din 
and noiſe of ceremonies, holy-days, and other Remiſb cor- | 
ruptions, they awake our Beloved; others came to his 2 

| « E 
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fide and drew che curtains, a put hands in his {eryants, 
baniſhed, deprived and connned them; and for the pulpit, they 
got a foo! and a cold fire in Zlack-Nefs und che nobility 
drew the covering off him, and have made him a pror naked 
Chriſt, in ſpoiling, his ſervants of che tithes and Kirk rents; 
a now there is ſuck @ noiſe of crying fins in the land, as 
che want of the knowledge of God, of mercy and truth; ſuch 
ſwearing, Whoring, lying, and biood touching blood, that 
Chriſt is putting on his clothes, and making him, like an ill- 
hanc.led ſtranger, to 7 to other lands. Pray him, Sifter, to 
lie down again with his Beloved. Remember my deareſt love 
to Jobn Gordon, to whom I will vrice when I am ſtrong; 
nd to Jobn Brown, Griſſel, Samuel and. William ; grace up- 
n them. As you fove Chriſt, keep Chrilt's favour, and putt 
not upon him when he ſleeps, to awais him before he picale, 
The Lord jeſus be wich your ſpirit. 
Anwotb, july 21. 1530 Var Brither in Chrift, S. R. 


- — — — — 


fr MARION MACKNAUGH T, 


Welhbel»ved Sifter, 

Have been thinking, ſince my departure from you, of the 
[1 pride and malice of your adverſaries, and ye may not 
{ fince ye have heard the buok of the Pſalms ſo often take 
1:rdly. with this; for David's enemies inuffed at him, and 
rough the pride oi, their heart faid, The Lord will not re- 
guire it, Pſal. x. 13. I beſeech you therefore, in the bowels 
+ Chriſt, fer before your eyes the patlenze of your Fore- 


anner Telus, who, when he was reviled, reviied not again; 


when he ſuffered, he threatned not; bur :commitcea himlelt to 
him who judgeth righteouſly, 1 Pet. ii. 23. nd ſince our 
Lord and Redeemer with patience received many à black 
?roke on his glorious Body, and many a buffet of the unbe- 
lieving world, and ſays of himſelf, Ia. I. 6. Jg my bark 
to the ſmriters, and my checks to them that plucked off the hair; 
Vid nit my face from ſhame and (pitting. | ollow him, and. 
think not hard that you receive a bw with your Lord; take 
part with Jeſus of his ſufferings, and glory in the marks 
„ Chriſt. If this ſtorm were over, you mull prepare your ſelf 
tor a new wound; for. 5ve thouſand years ago, vur Lord pro- 
aimed deadly war betwizt ths Seed of the Woman and the 
f::&4 of the En and marvel not that one town cannot 
eep the children of * and the children of the devil; tor 
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one belly could not keep Jacob and Eſau; one houſt could noc 
keep peaceably together //aac the ion of the Fromiſe, and 


514 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 


Iſhmael the fon of the handmaid. De yo upon Chriſt's ſido 
of it, and care not what fleſh can do; hold your ielf fat, 
your Savidur, howbeit you be buffet d, and thcle' that (©). 
low him; yet a little while, and che wicked ſhall not be 

lee 2 Cor. iv. 8. We are troubled on every ſide, yet not li- 
fireſled ;,, we are \perpicxed, but not in dejpuir. ver. gs erf. 
cated, but not forſaken; caft down, bat not deftreyed. If you 
can poſſeis your ſoul ir patience, their day is covning. Vo, 
thy aut dear Siſter, know to rarry your felt in trouble; 2 
vwheon you are hated and reproached, the Lord ſhews it to you, 
Piale XIiv. 17. AT this ts come upon us, yet have we nit for - 
g'tter thee, neither have wt deatt talſly in thy. covers 


Pſal. cxix. 92. Cu, thy law had been ry deligbt, 154 


poriſhed in mine affiitions. Keep God's coverent in your 
trials; hold you by his Heſſed word, and fin not; fler ang 
wrath, grudging, envying, iretting ; forgive an funded 
pence to your tellow-lervant, becauſe your Lord hath forget. 
ver you ten thouſand talents : For, J aſſlure you by the Lord, 
yeur. adyerfaries mall get no advantage againſt you, <+- 
cept ou nn, and offerd your Lord in your ſufferings z 4 
the wa) to overcome, is by patience, forgiving, and preoyiry 
tor your enenues, in doing whereof. you heap coals upon the! - 
heads, ard your Cord ſhall open a door to you in your trov- 
ble : wait upon him, as the night Watch waiteth for the 
morning 3 he will not tarry, goup to your watch tower, ar 
come not down, but by prayer, and faith, and hope, walc un. 
wen the (ca is full, it will ebb again ; and fo foon as the 
ked are come to the top of their pride, and are waxed big 
and mighty, then is their change approaching z they that 


heve make not haſte. Remember Ziau, forget her not tor 


Her enemies are many, for the nations are gathered toget a 
again! her: Put they know not the thoughts of the'Tord, nei- 
ther underſtand they his counſel; for be ſbal gather them as th- 
ſneaves into the fte, eriſe and threſh, O daughter of Zion, 


Mie. iv. 12, 13. Behold, God bath gathered his enemies to- 


gether as ſneaves to the threſhing; let us tay and reſt upo"? 
theic 2 Now again I truſt in our Lord, you thall by 
faith ſuſtain your felt and comfort your {elf in your Lord, 
and be ſtronp, in his power; for. you are in the beaten and 
common way to heaven, when yow are: under our Lord's crol- 
ies 5 you L478 reaſon to rejoice in it, more than in agromn c! 

| gold, 
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fort and re juice and be glad to bear the reproaches of Chriſt, 


reſt, recommending you and yours, for ever, to the grace and 
mercy of God. 


Anwoth, Feb. 11. 1631. Tours in Chriſt, S. R. 
Fer MARION MACKNAU GEHT. 


Welbeloved in the Lord, 
| Ou are not unacquainted with the day of our communiong 
I intreat therefore the aid of your prayers for that 
great work, which is one ol our feaſt-days, wherein our 
Weibeloved Teius rejoiceth, and is merry wich his friends: 
{300d cauſe have we to wonder at his love, fhnce the day of 
| his death was ſuch a forrowful day to him, even che day when 
his Mother the Kirk crowned lim with thorns, and he had 
many againſt him, and compeared his aloe in the fields a- 
gainſt them all; yet he delights with us to remember that 
day: Let us love him, and be glad and rejoice in his ſalvati- 
on. I am confident that you ſhall {ve the Son of God that day, 
\ | ard I dare in his name invite you to his banquet: Many a 
| time you have been well entertained in his houſe, and be 
changes not upon his friends, nor chides them tor tuo great 
| Kindneſs z yet I ſpeak not this to make you leave off ts pray 
for me, who have nothing of my {eIf, but in fo tar as daily I 
receive from. him, who is made of his Father 2 running-over 
| Pountain, at which I and others may come with thirity ſouls, 
| and fill our veſſels: long hath this Well been ſtarding open 
do us; Lord Feſus, lock it act ap again upon ue. I am ſorry for 
* | our deſolate Kirk; yet I dare not but truſt, fo long as there 
be any of God's oft money here, he ſnall not blow out the 
candle. Lord make fair candleſticks in his houie, and remove 
dhe blind lights. 1 have been this time bypaſt thinking much 
| of the incomipg of the Kirk of the Fews, pray for them: 

| 

| 
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When they weile in their Lord's houſe, at their Father's el - 
how, they were longing for the in- coming of their little Sifterg 
z the Kirks of the Gentiles. I hey {aid to their Lord, Cant. „iii. 
at ver. 8. We have a little Siſter, and ſve hath no breaſts ," what 
ſhall we do fer our Siſter, in the day when ſhe is fpoken for? Let 
us give them a meeting, What ſhall we do for our elder Siſter 
the Jews? Lord Feſus, give them breaſts. That were a lad 
day, to ſee us and them both ſet down at one table, and Chriſt at 
the head of the table. Then would our Lord come ſhortly with 


ITE lair guard, great hurt. De Kſter, be patient 
K _ for 
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616 Mr. Rat herfoord s Epiſt. 6. 
for the Lord's ſake; under thawronys that you ſuffei of the wic. 
Erd: Vour Lord ſhall make you ſee your defire on yourevemics; 


me of them: ſha!) be cut-off, Feb xv. ver. 23. They ſpe} 


Shake off they wnripe 8 as the vine, ard caſt of ther 
Power, as the olive: Go 


ſhall majre them like unripe ſowre 
grapes, Maken off the tree with the blaſt of God's wrath ; 
and therefore pit them, and pray for.them : others of them 
muſt remain to exerciſe you; God hath ſaid of them, Let the 
fares grow up while harveſt, Mat. xiii. It proves you to bs 
your Lord's wheat. Be patient, Chriſt went to heaven with 
many a Wrong; His viſage and countenance was all marea 
wrore than the ſons of men: Nou may not be above your 
Maſter 5; many a black ſtroke received innocent Teſts, and 
he received no mends, but referred them all to the great court. 


day, when all things ſhall be righted. I delire to hear from 


you, within 2 day or two; if Mr. Robert remain in his pur- 
poſe, to come and help us. God thall give you joy of your 
enildren. I pray for them by their names; I hleis you. from 
the Lord, your husband and children. Grace, grace am! 
mercy be multi plied upon you. . = 


* 


An ot, May 7. 1631. Tours in the Lord for ever, 8. R. 
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Fr MARION MACKNAUGH T. 


W:j5:loved $'/ter, | | 

A \ love in Chriſt remembred. have received @ lette- 
from Edinburgh, © certainty informing me, that the 
Tugliſa Service, and the Organs, and King James's Pſalms 
«re to be impoſed upon our Kirk, and the Bimops are deals 
ing for a general Aflembly: A. N. bath confirmed the news 
allo, and 'tays, he ſpoke with Sir William Alexander, who 3 
to come down with his prirce's warrant for that efe&. Ian 
deſiccd in the received letter to acquaint the beſt affected 
about me with that ſtorm; therefore! I intreat you, and 
charge you in the Lord's Name; pray; but not communicate 
this to any while I fee you.” My heart is broken at the re. 
menibrance of it, and it was my fear, and anſwereth to my 
lait letter, except one, that A wrote unto yo: Dearly be- 
loved, he not caſten down, but let us, as the Lord's doves, 
take us to our wings, for other armour have we none, and fic 
19to the hole of the Rock. It is true, A. X. ſays, I hewor- 
{ret men in England are baniſhed, and ſilenced, about the 
«amb of ſisteef or leyentzen choice Goſpel-preachers, and. 
5 0 d * 0 e 9 463 7 cue 
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the perſecutign is already begufi: Howbeit I do not write 
| {His unto you with a dty-fate, yet I am confident in the 
Lord's ſtrepgth, Chriit and his fide thall overcome; and you 
ſol] be aflured,, the Kirk were not a Kirk, if it were not io: 
s our dear Husband in woving his Kirk received many @ 
black ſtroke; fo his Bride in wooing him gets many 910WSg 
and in this wooing there art ſtrokes un both hides et it be 
'o, the devil will not make the marriage po back; neither can 
e tear the contract, the end ſh ul be merey: Yet, botwith- 
Ae ading of all this, wie bave no warrant of God to teaye off 
al! lavetul means. I have been writing urto yeu the coun- 
leis, and draughts of men aza-nit the Kirk; but they know 
tot, as Micah lays, the counſel of Fehovah, ie great men 
of the world may make ready the fiery furnace tor Zion; 
but crow ge, that they can cayie the are to burn * No, he 
ttt made the fire, Utruſt, faalt not fay, amen to their de- 
| exrzets. | truſt ip my Lord. (od hath not fublcrited their 
| Hill, aud their coneluſions baye not yet paſt our great King s 
| ſeal : Therefore if ye think good, aadrels your Jelf firlk to 
\ the Lord, and then to A. R. anent the butincfs that you 
| Know. I am moſt unkindiy handled by the presbytry 3 and 
| as if 1 had been a ſtranger, and not a member of that ſeat, 
o fit in judgment with them, 1 was ſummoned, by their or- 
der, as à witneſs againſt B. A. bat ten have get no advan- 
tage in that matter. Other particulars you ſhall hear, God 
wilkag, at mecting. Anent the matter betwirt you and J. 
E. | remember it ro God: I entreat you in the Lord, be 
ſabmiſſive to lis will; for the nigher that their pride mount 
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up, they are the nearer a a the Lord will more 2nd more — 4 
<iicoyer that man. Let your husband, in all matters of judg- 1 4 
raznt, take Chriſt's part tor the dctence of the poor and necay 6 4 


| and oppreſſed, wr the mainton-nce of equity and juſtice in | 
the. Tuwn; and take you no tear, he fha'l take your part, "wp 
and then you are ſtrong enough. Wat? howbeit you re- l | 
| Cetvs inflignitics for your Lord's lake; let it be io; when de \ | 
| * ſhall put his holy hand up to your face in heaven, and dry 
F aur face, and wipe the tears from your eyes, ju dc ye, uf M | 
pe will not have cauſe then to tejoice. Anent other parti - 10 | 


culars, if you wonid tpeak with me, appoint any of the firſt 
caree days of the next wack in Cariztoun, when Carletoun is 
at home, and acquaint me with your deſires; and re- 
member me to God, and my deareil affection to your huſ- 
[ W | | | . band, 


| heart of his garden, above the wrongs o 


Epiſt. 5, 8. 
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band, and for Zien's ſake hold not your peace. Ihe grace of 
our Lord ſeſus be with you, and your husbard, nd childrer,, 


Anwoth, Fen. 2. 103 Le Toter itt the Lord, S. PR. 


* — . — —— — 


T MARION MACK NAU GH T. 


Dear Miſtreſs, | 

Have not time this day o write to you; but God knowing 
1 my prel-nt tate, and neceſſities of my calling, 1 hope wil! 
ſpare my mother's life for a time, for the which I have cauſe 
ty thank my Lord. I -entreat you be not caſt down, for that 
which 1 wrote before to you, anent the planting of a miniſter 
in your Town. Believe, and you ſhall fee the ſalvation of 
God. I write this, becauſe when you ſuffer, my heart ſuf- 
fereth with you. I do believe, your foul ſhall have joy, in 
your izhours and holy deſires for that work, Grace upon 
you, ard your husband, and your children. 

Anwoth., Tour ever in Chrift, S. R. 


TO MARION MACKNAUGHYT. 
Beloved - Miitreſs, © | 

Y dearett love in Chriſt remembred o you: Know 
that Mr. Alrabam ſhewed me, there is to be a meeting 
of the Bithops at Edinburgò ſhortly, the cauſes are known to 
themſelves: It is oui part to hold up our hands for Zion. 
Nowheit it is reported they came {ad from court. It is our 
Lord's wiſdometllat his Kirk ſhould ever hang by 2 tliresd, 
and yet the threed breaketh not, being banged upor him, 
who is the ſure Nail in David's houſe, Iſa. xxii. verſe 22. 
upon whon all the veſſels, great and ſmall, do hang; and the 
Nail (Ged be thanked) neither crooketh, nor can he broken: 
eſus, that flower of Jeſſe ſet without hands, getteth many a 
laſt, and yet withers not becauſe he is his Father's noble Roſe, 
caſting a {iweet ſmell through heaven and earth, and muſt grow; 
and in the fame garden with him grow the faints, God's fair 
and bheautitul lies, under wind and rain, and all ſun-burned, 
and yet liſe rema ineth at the rot: Keep within his garden, 
and you mall grow with them, till'the great Hasbandman, 
our dear Maſter-gardener come, and tranjplant you from the 
lower part of his Vineyard up to the higher, to the. very 
the rain, ſito, or 
wind; and then wait upon the times of the blowing 4 the 
1 wed qt Weci 
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iweet South and Nerth-wind of his'gracions Spirit, that may 
mahe you caſt a bwoer ſmell in your Beloved's noſtrils ; and 
big your Beloved come down to his garden, and cat of his 
pleatant fruits, Cant. iv. verſe 16. and he will come. You 
wall get no more but this, unt, you come up to the Well. 
head, where you thall put up your hand, and take down the 
apples of the Tree of Life, and cat under the ſhadow of that 
Free; theie apples are lweeter up beſide the Tree, than they 
are flown here, in this piece of a elay- priſon-hauſe. 1 have 
joy but in the thoughts of cheſe times. Doubt not of your 
Lord's part, and the Spouſe's part, ſhe ſhatl be in goud cale. 
That word thall ſtand, Hoſea xiv. 5. I ſhall be as the dew 
to Iſrael, be ſhall grow up as the lilie, and caf? mt hi; roots 
as Lebanon. Werle 5. His branches ſhall foread, his 6cauty 
Hall be as the olrve-tree, and his ſmel! as Lebanon.. Ia. xi. 
Verſe 12. Chriſt jhall ſet up his colours, and his enfign for 
the nations, and ſhall gather rogether the outcaſts of /fract, 
rekt. xxxvij- 11. Then the Led ſaid to me, Sin of man, 
theſe dead bones are the whole houſe of Urgel : behoid they 
jay, our bones are dried, our hope is lofi, we are cut "i for 
our parts. Vere 12. Therefore frophefe unto them, and jay, 
Thus faith th? Lord Ged, Hebeld, O my people, 1 wil cen 
your graves, and cauſs you come up out of your graves, and 
bring you 'unto the land of Iſrael. Theile promiſos are not 
wind, but the breaſts of bur Beloved Clit, which we muſt 
ſuck, and draw comfort out of. We have cauſe to pity ch 
poor creatures, that ſtand out againſt Chriit, and the builä- 
ing of his höuſe: Silly men, they have but 2 tecklets and file 
ly heaven, nothing but meat and cloth, aud iangh a day or 
two in the world, and chen in z moment g5 down to the 
grave. And they ſha!l ror be able to hinder Chriſt's huild- 
ing; be that is Maſter of the work will lead ſtones to the 
wall over their helly. And for that prelent tumult, that the 
children of this world fraiſe, anent the planting of your 
Town with à paſtor, believe and ſtay upon Cod (as you ſtih 
ſuame us all in believing } go {forward in the ſtrength of the 
Lord, ard from my Lord 1 {ay, befvre whom I ftand, have 
your eyes upon none but the Lord of armies ; and the Lord 
mall either let you fee what you long to fee, or then 
fulfil your joy more abundantly anether way. You and 


yours, and the children of God whom von care for in that 


Crown, ſuall have as much of the Son of God's upper, car 
and laid Gown upen yvur trenchers, be be Who be will that 
A 3 | cal veth, 
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520 Mr. Ratherfoord's Eßpiſt. 8. 
carveth, as ſhall feed you to eternal life: and be net Catt 
do vn for all that is done, your reward is laid up with God. 
I hope to lee you laugh ant leap lor joy. Will the temple 
be built without din and tumulr - No, God's tones of his 
houle in Germany are laid with blood; and the San of God 
no ſooner begins to chop, and hew ſtones with his han mer. 
but as ſoon the {.vord is Grawr. If the work were of men, 
the world would ſet their ſhoulders to yours ; but in Chriſt- 
work, two or three muſt tight again} «a presbytery, (though 
bis own court) and 2 city: This proyeth that it is Chritl' 
errand, ond therefore that it ſhall thrive; let them lay iron. 
Ch.ins crofs over the door, ſtay, and believe, and wait, white 
the Tion ef the 11159 of ſudzh come; and he that come; from: 
heaven clothed ith 1he rainbow, and hath the little bock in 
hrs hand, when he cakes 4 grip of their chains, he will lay 
the door upon the broad fide, and come in, and po ap to the: 
pu pit, and rake the man with kim, whom he hath choſen for 


Ms work : therefore let me hear from you, whether you be i: 


heavineſs, or rej leing under hope, that I may take part of 
your grief, and bear it with you, and pet part of your Joy, 
Mich is to me allo 2s my own joy. And as to what are your 
fears, anent the health or life of your dear children, lay it 
upon Chrilt's ſhonlders, tot him bear all; looſe your grips of 
them all, aud when your dear Lord pulleth, let them go with 
faĩch and joy: it is tried faith. to kiſs a Lord that is taking 
from you. ot thom be careful, during the ſhort rims that they 
are here, to run, and get a grip of the Prize; Chriſt is and- 
ing in the end of their way, holding up the garland of end- 
leis glory to their eyes, and is crying, Run faſt, aud tome, 
and receru? * Happy are they, F their breath ſerve them to 
run, and not to weery, while their Lord with his own dear 
hand put che crowr. upon their head. It is not long days, 
but good days, that make the life glorious and happy; and. 
Gur dcar Lord is gravigus to us, who ſhortneth, and hath 
made the way to glory horter than it was: So that the 
crown that Nah did fight for hve hundred years, children 
may na obtain it in fitter years, And heaven is in ſomt fort 
better for us now, than it was to Nav: For the Man Chriit 
ie there now, who was not come in the flech in Noab's days. 
au hail hew this to yeur children, wiom my out in Chriſt 
bletlech; and inti-at them by the mercies of God, and the. 
bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to covenant With ſeſus Clift to bs 
his, and to make up the bond of friend uip betwixt Foie 
9 80 9 1M Gu 
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{vals aud their Chriſt, that they ray have Acquaintance in 
heaven, and a Friend at God's right-hand ; ſuch a t riend at 
court is much wort. Now I take my leave of you, praying 
my Chriſt, and your Chrilt to tulf) your joy, and mo 
oraces and bleſſings from our ee t Lord Jeſus to your foul, 
your husband's, and children, tan er I wrote of letters ol 
A, B C, to you. Grare, graze be with you. 

Au wol b, March 9. Tours in wy ſweet Maſter Jeſui 

1832. Coriſt, S. R. 


— 
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Tor MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Dearly Leloved Mifireſ*, | 

Y love in Chriſt remembred, You are not ignorant, 
* what our Lord in his loye-yititation hat! been doing 
with your foul, even leeting you fee a littic fight of that dark 
france, you muſt go hero ere you come to glory, Your 
lite hath been near the grave, ànd you was at the door. and 
you found the door ſhut faſt ; your dear Chiiſt thinking it 
not time fo open thele gates to you, whiſe you have fough 
jome longer in his camp: and therefore he willeth you to put 
un jour at mour again, and to tike To truce with the devil, 
or this prelent world; you are !ittle lig d to any of the two ? 
but L rejoyce in this, that when any of the two comes to ſuit 
your ſoul in marriage, you have an anſwer in readinels to 
tell them, You are too long a coming: I have many a year 
fince promiſed my foul to another, even to my deareſt Lord 
jctus, to whom I muſt be true; and therefore you are coras 
back to us again to help us to pray for Chiit's fair Bride, a 
Marrow dear to him. Be rot caſt down in heart, to bear 
hat the world barketh at Chriſt's ſtrangers, both in /reland, 
and in this land; they do it becaule their Lord hath choſen 
them out of this world; and this is owe of our Lord's re- 
proaches, to be hated and ill intreated by men: The filly 
ranger in an uncouth country muſt take with ſmoky inns, 
and courſe chear, and a bard bed, and 2 barking: ul-tongaed 
hoſt. It is not long to day, and he will to his journey upon 
the morrow, and leave then all: udeed our fair morning is 
at hand, the day-ſtar is near the riſing, and we are not man 
miles ſtom home; what matter of ill entertainment in the 
moky inns of this milerable life? we are not to ſtay here, 
and we will be dearly welcomt to him whom we go to; and 
1 hope, when I ſhall ſee you clothed: in white raiment, waſh- 
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522 Mr. Rut herfoor is Epiſt. 9. 
en ingbe blood of the Lamb, and ſhall fee you. even at the cl 
bow o your deareſt Lord and Redeemer, and a crown Upon 
your head, and tcilowing our Lamb, and lovely Lord, whither.. 
ſoever he goeth, you will think nothing of all cheſe days, and - 
you {hail then rejoice, and no man thai! take your joy from 
E And it is certain, there is nat much ſand to run in Your 

2rd 's fand-glais, and that day is at hand, and till then your 
Lord in this life is giving you fome little feaſts. It is tru-, 
you ſee him not now, as you ſhall fee him then; your Well 
loved ſtandetch now behind the wall, looking out at the win 
dow, Cant. it. ver. 9. and you ſee but a little of his face: 
then you thall fee all lis face, and all the Soviour, a long and 
high and bread Lord Jeſus, the moſt lovely Perton among 
the children of men. O joy of joys! that our fouls know there 


is ſuch a great ſupper preparing for us, even howbeir we + 


but hali-hung red of Chriſt here, and many a time dine hehind 
noon, yet the fupper of the Lamb will come in time, and 


will be ſet before us, before we famiſh, and lote our ſtomachs. 


You have cauſe to bold up your heart in remembrance, ar. 
hope of that fair long fummer-day ; for in this night of your 
life, wherein you are in the body, abſent from the Lord. 
Chriſt's fair moon light in bis word, and ſacraments, in pray- 
er, feeling, and holy conference, hath ſhined upon you, to et 
you lee the way to the city, I confeis our diet here is but 
ſparing, w2 get bat taſtings of our Lord's comforts 3 but the 
cauſe of that is not, becauſe our Steward Jeſus is 2 niggard, 
and narrow-hearted, but becaulc our ſtomachs are weak, and 
wi are narrow-hearted : but the great feaſt is coming, when 
our hearts {hall be enlarged, and the charnbers of them made 
fair and wide, to take in the great Lord Jeſus : come in then, 
Lord Jeſus, to hungry fouls, gaping for thee. In this jour- 
ney take the Bridegroom, as you may have him, and be 
greedy of his ſmalleſt crumbs ; but, dear Miſtreſs, buy nore 
of Chriſt's dolicates ſpiritual with fin, or taſting againſt your 
weak body z remember you are in the body, and it is the lodg- 
ing-houſe, and you may not, without offending the Lord, ſul- 
fer the old walls of that houſe to fall down, through want of 
neceffary od: your body 15 the dwelling-houſe of the Spirit, 
and therefore, for the love you carry to the ſweet Gueſt, give 
2 due regard to his houſe of clay: when he looſeth the wall, 
why not, welcome, Lord ſeſus; but it is a fearful ſin in us. 
by hurting} the body by faſting, to looſe one (ſtone, or the 
leaſt pioce ol timber init: for the bouſe is nat our one the 
A ride- 
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Bridegroom is with you yet; fo faſt, as that alſo you may feaſt, 
and rejoyce in tm. I think upon yovrt magiſtrates ; but he 
that is clothed in linen, and hath che writer's inkhorn by 
hits fide, hath written up their names in heaven already : pra Ys 
and be content with his will; God hath a counte!-houſe in 
heaven, and the end will be mercy unto you. Four the plant- 
ing of your town with a godly miniſter, have your eye upon 
the Lord of the harveſt; I dare promiſe you, God in this lite 
ſhall fill your foul with the fatneſs of his Loaſe, for your care 
to ſee Chriſt's bairns ſed; ard your poſterity ſhall know it, 
to whom I pray for mercy, and that they may get a name a- 
mongſt the living in Feruſalem : and if God portion them 
with his bairns, their rent is fair, and I hopc it ſhall be fo. 
The Lord jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 

An woth, Sept. 19. 1632. Tours ever in Chriſt, S. R. 
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For MARION MACKNAU GH T. 
Welbeloved Siſter in Chriſt, | 

Ou ſhall underſtand, I have received a letter from Ediu- 
burgh, that it is ſuſpected that there will be a general 
Aſſembly, or then ſome meeting of the Bilhops ; and that art: 
this Synod there will be ſome Commiſſioners choſen by the 
Biſhop : which news have fo taken up my inind, that I am 
ot fo ſettled for ſtudies, as I bave been before; and there- 
tore was never in ſuch fear for the work. But becauſe it is 
written to me, as 2 ſecret, I dare not reveal it to any, but to 
vour ſelf, whom I knew: and therefore I intreat you, not 
for any comfort of mine, who am but one man, but for the 
glory and honour of Jeſus Chriſt, the Maſter of the banquet, 
be more earneſt with God, and in general ſew ethers of your 
Chriſtian acquaintance, my fears tor my ſeit. 1 can be content 
of shame in that work, it. my Lord and Maſter be honoured ; 
and therefore petition cur Lord, elpecially to ſe to his own 
glory, ang to give bread to his hungry bairns, boywbeit 1 
go hungry away from the feaſt. Requeit Mr. Robert from me, 
if he come rot, to 1emerber us to our Lord. I have nets 
her time, nor a free diſpoſe) mind to write to you, anent 
Your own Cale. Send me word, if all your children and hui» 
Hand be well: leeing they are not yours, but your dear Lord's, 
eſteem them but as borrowed, and Jay them down at God's 
feet; your Chriſt to you is better than they all. Yeu will 
pardon my unaecuſtomed ſadxt letter, and remember me, and 
that honourable teafl, to pur Lord Jeſus. He was with us be- 
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fore, I hope he will not change upon ut, but I fear I bay: 
changed upon him; but, Loi let old xisdneſi Rand 7 Jeſis 
Chr iſt be with your (ſpirit, 1 CENT 
Auweg. Nuit in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


TD MARION MACKNAUGHY. 


1 Welbel»ved and. dear Sifter, CAR Fi 45 

A Vonder aff ion“ in Chriſt remembred. Þ left yu 
VI as great heavineſs, as 1 was in fince I came to t“ 
cunckv; but I know you doubt nut, but {as the truth in 
Chriſt is) my foul is Kt ty gur foul, and to the fou's o 
Eur 464 would, if I cdu d, ferid you tac largell part of my 


| 

| 
af art inclof+d in this Jettzr : but, by fervent calling upon 
1 Lord, I have attained ſome victory over my heart, whic!: 
' runneth on not knowing whither, and of my begue, 
4 hop-s, Wai ch 1 {naw now better than I did; and truits in mo; 
| Lord, to hold aloof from the inticings bf à feducing bea i, 
4 by which i am daily u e d; and minds not, y his race, 
1 who bath call'd nie according to his ternal pürpofe, to cone 
N & fac within the grips of my tool mind, gripping bon 


1 bY 2 4 8 
bi aby folly coming ts way, as the wondhind or ivy goeth « 
# bout the tree. I adore and kifs the providence of wy Lord, 


viho knowebh well what is moſt Hd for me, and to: 
9 you, and your children; and | think of you, as of my (ef. 


that the Lord, who turneth (in his deep wiſdom) about? 
| the wheels and turnings of ſuch changes, ſhall alſo diſpoſe ©” 
Y that for the beſt to you and yours. In the preſence of my 


. Lord, am nat able, howheit I would, to conceive attiifs of 
1 yau, in that matter: Grace, grace for ever upon you ana 
= your fred ; and it hall be your portion, in delpite of: all th: 
Y powers of darkneſs: do not make mate queſtion of this, Bur 


the Lord faw a nail in my heart looſe, and he hath now fail. 
ned it, honour be to his majeſtys I hear your ſoh is er. 
tred to the ſehool; if Thad known of the day, I would have 
{| \ begged, from our Lord, that he would have put the hook 
1 his hand, with his own hand: 'I truſt in my Lord. it is ., 
and 1 coriceive hope, to ice him a ſtar to give light in ſome 
room of our Lords houſe; and purpole, by the Lord's grace, 
28 1 arb able, (if our Lord call you to reſt b fore me) whe: 
| u are at your home, to do the uttermoſt of my power to 
0 * bim every way, in gra and learning, and his brother, 
and all your children; and I hope you would expect that 5 
8 7 me: 
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me. Further ybu ſhall know, that Mr. . D. is come home, 
who faith, It is a miracle, that your husband, in this proce(s 
before the / council, eſcaped both diſcredit and de mage 
Let it not be forgotten, he was in our apprebenihon, to our 
grief, caſt down and humbled in the Lord's work, in ther 


matter betwixt him and the baillie ; now the Lord hath ho- 


noured him, and made him famous for vireue, honeſty, ind 
integrity, two ſeveral times before the nobles of this king 
dom. Your Lord liveth, we will go to his throne of grave 
again; his arm is not ſhortned. | The king is certainly ex- 
peed. Ill is feared ; we have cauſe, for our fins, to fear that 
the Br:degroom shall be taken from us: by our 10s we have 
rent his fair garments, and we have ſtirred up and awakned 
our Beloved ; pray him to tarry, or then to take us with hit. 


It were good that we should knock and rap at our Lord's 


door: we may not tire to knock oftner than twice or thrice, 
he knoweth the knock of his friends. am till what | was 
ever to your dear children, tendring their fouls happinets, 
and praying that grace, grace, grace, merey and peace, from 
God, even God our Father, and our Lord Jeſus, may be theit 
rtton ; and that now, while chey are green and yourg, their. 
hearts may take band with jeſus the Corner-(tone, and win 
once in, in our Lord and Saviour's houſe, and then they will 
not get leave to flit. Pray for me, and eſpecially for humili- 
ty and thankfulneſs. I have always remembrance of you, 
and your husband, and dear children: The Lord Jefus be 
with your ſpirit. | | * 
 Afttwoth. | Tours evermove in my dear Lord Je ſut, 
h a. and yours, S. R. 


— * * A, 4 — 


D. MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


 Welbeloved and dear Siſter, 
Y love in Chriſt remembred. God hath braught me 
M home from a place where I have beam exerciſed with 
great heavineſs; and I have found at home ne matter heavi- 
nels; yet dare not but ir all things give thanks: In my bu- 
Fneſs in Edinburgb, T have not ſinned, nor wronged my par- 
iy, by his own confeſſion and by the conſeſſion of his friends; 
i have given my goods for peace, and the taving of my Lord's 
*ruth from reproaches, which is deater to me than all I have. 
My mother is weak, and I think shall leave me alone; but 
an not alone, becauſe Chriſt's Father is with me. For your 
e n K K | bulineſs 
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biulinels anent your town, I ice gsagt evidences; but Satan 
and his inſtruments are againſt it, and few ſet their Shoulders 
to Cheiſt's shoulder to belp him: but e will do all his alone; 


and ] dare not but cahort you to beliexd and perſwade you, 


that the hungry in your city shall be fed, and che reſt that 
want a ſtomach. the parings of God's loaf will ſuffice then: ; 
and therefore believe it sball be well. I way not leave my 
mother to come. and conier With you of all particulars; I have 
given ſuch dite tions to our dear friend as I can, but the 
vent is in ovr Lord's hand. Gad's Zion abroad fourisbeth. 
and: lis arn is not shartned with us, if we could believe. 
there is tcarcity and a famine af the word, of God in Edin- 


bury. You Hlter J. laboureth mightily in our butaneis ; 


but hath rot as yet gotten, an anſwer. from J. P. My. A. C. 
will work what ze can. My Lady faith ſhe can do little, and 
that it {uiteth not her husband well to ſpc ak in ſuch an affair : 
I told er my mind plainly. 1 long to know of your eſtate : 
remember we heartily to your dear husbaud; Grace be the 
portion ot your bairns. I know you are mindful at the g reer 
wound of our Siſter-kirk in Jreland : bid our Lord Jay 3 


plaiſt er to it; he hath good skill to do ſo, and ſet others to work 


Grace, grace upon your ſoul and body, and all yours. 
Anmcth, Tours, in Chriſt, S. K. 


«4 —— — — — , — 


Fr M ARION MACKN AUG HI. 
elheloved and dear Siſter, | | 

F Kro your heart is caſt down, {or the deſolation like to 
come upon this Kirk, and the appearance that an hireling 

ſhall be thruſt in upon Chriſt's Hock in that tawu; bur end. 

heavy. heart up to Chriſt, it will be welcome. Theſe who arc 

with the Beaſt and the Dragon; muſt make war with the Lanb 

but the Lamb ſhall overcome them ꝭ for he i the Lord of lord. 


and King of tings; and they, M be are with him, are called, 


and choſen, and faithful, Rev. vii. 14. Our-ten days 
will have an end; all the former things {hall be forgotten, 
whon we ſhall be up before the thrane : Chriſt bath been e. 
ver thus in the world, he hath always the defeander's party ard 
hath been ſtill. in the camp, fighting the Church's battcls- 
he enemies of the Son of God will be ted with choir own fell. 
and all drink their own: blood; and therefore their part 0: 
zit {hall at laſt be found hard enough; { that we may. lout 


hard and pity os nigra > fo | 


| | | | | 
& RA \ | * 5 3 
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Med, Chrit'g garments muſt be rolled in od: He comet | 
fron Edom, from the ſlaughter of his enemies, (a. xii. 1. 
clothed with dyed garments, gloriou in his avparel, trayel- 
ting in\thz greatneſs of his flrength. Who is this (ſaith he) 
that appears in this glorious poſture ? Our great He, that He 
who 3s mighty to ſave ; Whote glory thineth, while he {prink- 
leth the blood of his adverſaries upon his garmerits, and (taigy | 
etc hi al! his raiment. The glory of his righteous revenges ſhin 1 
eth forth in theſe tains : Bur ſecing our world is not here a» | 
W2y, We poor children, far from home, muſt Kcal thorow Ma- | 
Dy waters, Weeping as we go, ard wil believing, that we 
| do the Lord's faithfulneſs no wrong, leeing he Heth ſaid, Iſu. 
Ti. 12. 1, even 1 am be that comforteth you; who art thou 
that art afraid of a man that fhaii dit, and if the ſon of man 
that ſhall he made as graſs * Was xliii. 2. When thou paß 
thorow the waters, / wii le with thee, ad thorow the rivers, 
they hall not Pray e thee; when thou walkelt thorow the firzs 
| thou ſhall not be burnt, neither ſhal. the fi ume kindle upon bee. 


There is a cloud gathering, and a ſtorm coming ; this land 
| mall da turned up- ſide-down: and it ever the Lord ſpake te 

me (think on it) Chriſt's Bride will be glad of an hole ta 
a hide her head in; and the Dragon may lo far prevail, as to 
. Chaſe the Woman and ber Man- cuild over fea but there ſhall 


be a gleaning, two or three berries leſt in the top of the olive- 
tree, of whom God ſhall ſay, Deſtroy them not, for there ir 
2 bleſſmg in them. I hereaſter there ſuall be a fair lun blink on 


0 Cbriſt's old Spouſe, and a clear sky, and the ſhall ſing as in | 

7 che days of her youth. The Aut ichriſt and the great red i 

3 Hragem will lop Chriſt's branches, and bring his Vine to 3 1 

= low ſtump, 3 ff the fect of thoſe, who carry the mark of the | 

5 beaſt; but the Plant of Renown, the Man, whoſe natue is the z 

„ | BRANCH, will bud forth again and bloſſom as the roiv, and j 
u, chere thall be fair white flouriſhes again, with molt plealant. 4 
8 fruits gpon. chat Tree of Lie: A tai fſeaſon may he bave ? | 
Ny Grace, grace be upon that bleed aud begutitui T re ! under 

0 whoſe ſhadow we ſhall fit, and his uit ſball be / weet to ter 

nd taſte, But Chriſt tha)t woo bis handiul in the fare, ana chile 

s. his own in the furnace of affliction ; but, be it ſo, he day _ 

I he will not ſlay his children 3 love will not let him make @ full 

Th end ; the covenant will cauſe him hold his hand. Pear nog 

af then (ſaith the Firſt. and the Left, he who was dead and ig 

7 live ).we ice not Chriſt ſharpning and furbithing his word, 

d. | for his enemics; and therefore hag Aithiels hearts tay, as N 

n : K 2 ; | 10 
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528 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 14. 
did, The Lord hath ferſaten me, But God reproveth her, 
and Hith, Well. well, Zion, « that well ſaid ? think again on 
it; you ar* in th wrong to me : Iſa. xlix. 15. Can a woman for 
get her ſucking child, that jbe ſhould not ba ve compaſhon on the 
fruit of her womb Ta, jhe may; yet will I net forget thee, 
Verſ. 16. Beb id, I baue engraven thee upon the palms of any 
bands. You break your heart, and grow heavy, and forget 
that Chriſt hath your name engraven on the you of. his hands, 
in great letters. In the name of the Son of God, believe, bu- 
ried Scotland, dead and buried in her dear Bridegroom, ſhall 
riſe the third day again, and there ſhall he a new growth after 
the old timber is cut down. I recommend you and your bur - 
dens, and heavy heart, fo the ſupportings of bis grace and 

ood-will, who dwelt iu the Buſh, to him, who was ſeparate 
15 his brethreu. Try your husband afar off, to fee if he 
can be induced to think upon going, to America. O to fee 
the ſight, next to Chriſt's coming in the ciouds, the moſt joy- 


tul ? our eder brethren, the Jens and Chriſt fall upon one a- 


nothers necks, and kiſs each other! They have been long a- 
ſunder, they will be kird to one another when they meet: 0 
day { O longed tor, and lovely day, dawn! O ſweet ſeſus, 
let me ſee that fight, which will be as life from the dead, Thee 
and thy ancient people in mutual embraces! Deſire your 
dag hter to cloſe with Chrift, upon terms of ſufferin for him; 
{or the croſs is an old mealing, and plot of ground that lieth 
to Chriſt's touſe Our Chiet had ay that rent lying to his 
inheritance ; but tell her, The day is near the dawning, the 
Sky is riv*ing, our Beloved will be on us, ere ever we be a» 
wore: the Auticbriſt, and death, and hell, and Chriſt's erc- 
mics and ours will be bourd, and caſt into the bottomleſs pit. 
The Lord ſeſus he with your ſpirit. 

Anworh, April Tours, in his ſweet Lord Feſus, 

24. 1638. 

2 — — — ——_ 


er MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Leving and dear Siſter, 3 
Or Zion jake hold not your peace, neither be diſcouraged, 
+ for the on-going of this perſecution; Jehevab is in this bt 
ing Buſh. The floods may ſwell and rore, but our Ark ſhall 
ſwim above the waters; it cannot fink, becaule a Saviour is in 
it. Becauſe our Beloved was not let-in by his Spouſe, when 


a 


be ftcod at the door with bis wet and fro en head; N 
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he will hay: us to ſeek him a while: and white we are ſcckip 
the watchmen, that go abcut the walls, hav? ſtricken the pooy 
Woman, and have taken away her vail from ber; but vet a 
little while, and our Lord will come again: Scotland's 


sky will clear againg; her moment muſt go over. I dare in 


faith ſay, and writs (I am not row dreaming ) Cbriſt is but 
ſecking (what he will have ang make) a clean gliſtering Bride 
out of the fire: God {end him his errand ; but he cannot want 
what he ſeeke In the mean time, one way or other, he ſhall 


Kad or make a neſt for his mourning Dove. What is this we 


are adoing, breaking the neck of our fucth * We arc not came 
as yet to the mouth of the Red- ſea; and howbeit we were, 
far his honour's take he muſt dry it up. It is our part to die 
grip ing, and holding faſt his taithful promiſe. It the Beaſt 

ould get leave to ride through the land, and to {cal ſuch as 
are his, he will not get one lamb with him, for thele are 
cured, and ſealed. as the ſervants f Ged. In Chriſt's name, 
let Chriſt take his Bern- floor, wii all that is in it, to a hill 
and winnow it ; let him ſift his Corn, and ſweep his Houſe, and 
ſeek his Cold. The Lord shall cog the * wheels, or 
turn them; for the remainder of wrath doeth he reſtrain: He 
can looſe the belt of kings; to God their belt, wherewith they 
are girt, is knit with a ſingle draw Knot. As for a paſtor to 


your tows, your confrience can hear you wicneſs, yore baue 


done your part; let the Matter of the Vineyard naw lee to his 
to his Garden, ſeeing you have gone on, 1%! he hath (aid, 
Stand ſtill: the will of * Lord be done; but a trial is not ta 

ive up with God, and believe no more. I thank my Cod in 

riſt, I find the force of my temptation abated, and its edge 
blunted, ſince I ſpoke to you laſt ; I know not, if the tempter 
be hovering, until he find the dam gather again, 2nd m2 more 
ſecure; but it hath been my burden; and 1 am yet more con- 
kdent, the Lord will ſuccour and deliver. I intend, God wil- 
ling, that our Communion ſhall be celebrate the firſt ſabbath 
after Paſch : our Lord, that great Maſter of the feaſt, ſend 
us one hearty and heartſom ſupper ; for 1 look it shall be the 


laſt.: but we expect, when the ſhadows ſhall flze away ard 
the day dawn, and our Lord ſhall come to bis garden, that he 


shall feed us in green paſtures without fear; the dogs shall 
not then be bounded out amongſt the ſheep. I earneſtly deſire 


your preyers, for aſſiſtance at our work; and put others with 


du to do the ſame. Remember me to your husband; and 
deſire your daughter to be kind to Chriſt, and {cok to win 
5 KKK 3 GAL, 
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near him z he will give her a welcome in to his houſe of wine, 
and bring her into the King's cbumbers: O how will the fight 
of bis tace, And the ſmell of his garments allurr and revich the 
heart! Now the love of the lovely Son of God be wich you. 

Anwoth, 1135. Terrs, in bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
— — — —— DG— . — — —ä4᷑2ẽ4 ej 0 . 


fr MU ARION MACANAUGH T. 


"AY love in Chriſt remembred. Having appointed u met - 
VI ing with M. H. Y. and knowing coat B. will not keep. 
the presbytery, 1 cannot ice you' now”: do mmend my journey 


to Cod; my tou! hietleth you for your laſt letter. Be no d- 


couraged; Chrilt will not want the iſles- men; e 
alt er bis lum: we axe his inheritante, and he weill (ell no 
art of his inheritance. For the fins ot this land, aud our 
i ach of the covenunt, contumpt of the goſpel, and our de · 
ſection from the truth, be Heth ſet vp buruing furnace in 
mount Lion: But | ſay it, and will. abide by it, The grit 
ſhull yet grow g een en our mount Hon; there shall bea dew 
all the night upon the Lilies, a ume which Chrift feetoth, 
#8til the day break, and the ſhadows flee away 2 and the moth 
Hall eat wp the enemies of Chriſt, Ila. l. 9. Let them anake 4 
Pre of their own, and welt in the ligt thereof, it shall not let 
tem ſee to go to their bed; bur they ſhall j don in mom: 
therefbre choice and believe. Thus in hatte : Grace, grace 
be with you and yours. + wit "208 e 
Aymoth, 151 Da, in Chriſt, S. R. 
ome — — ot — — — — ith enneonnce nbd, 


Fr MARTON MACKNAUGHT: 


Tovins and drar Siſter, een weg 
Fear that you be moved and eaſt dow becauſe of the late 
wrong, that your husband received ir your town-council : 


but {pray you, combort your ſelf in the Lord; for a juſt eauſe 


hides under the water, only as long as vicked men hold their 
hand above it ; theft arm will weary, and then the juſt cauſe 
Shall forim above, and the lig bt tbut is for the righteous, 
Shallſpring and grow up. If ye were hot ſtrangers here, che 
dees of the world would not bark at you, 2 Coy. vii 8. You' 
half ſec all the windings and turninge, that are in your way 
ta heaven, out of God's word; for he will not lead you'to 
the kingdom at th neareſt; but eu muſt go berem bononr- 


and 


— — 


hs Epiſt. 16. LETTERS. 


ro a (ea of wrongs, but tharow hell it ſelt, ta be at bi: 


$3T 


and diſbonour, by evil report and good reports as dectivers, aud 


yet true; Verl. 9. As uaknown, and yet wed rnown; as dying, 


aud bahold we we; as chaſtned, and not killed; Vert. 10. 


As ſorromfaul, and yet always rejoicing. The world is one of 


the enemios chat, v, have to tight with, hut a vanquiſhed and 
overcome enemy, and like a beaten and forlorn foldicr , for 
our ſeſus hath taken the armour from it: let nie then, peak to 
you in his words, Be of good corrage, faith the Captain of our 
{alvation, for i haue woercome the worlg. You ſhall neither be 
tree of the ſcourge of the tongue, nor of diſgraces, even it it 
were bufſetings and ſpittings upon the face, as was our Saviour's 
caie, if you follow ſcſus Chriſt: 1 beleech you in the bowels 
of our Lcd. Jeſus, keep a good confſticace {as {truſt you do) 
you live not upon mens apinon; gold may be gold, anc. have 


the kinp's ſtamp upon it, when it is tramp'ce upon by inen. 


Happy are you, if, when the world trampleth upon yeu in 
your credit and. good naine, yet you are the Lord's gold, ſtam- 
ped with the King of heaven s image, ard ſcaled by bis Spirit 
unto the day of your redemption, Pray tor the Spirit of love, 
1 Cor. xiii. . Love beartth all things, it belicueth al things, 
Bope th all things, and cndureth all things. And I pray your 
and your husband, yea, I charge you before Cod, and the 


Lord jeſus Chriſt, ard the cle& angels, pre y tor thele your 


adverlaries : and read this to your husband from me,; and let 
both of you part en, as the ele of God, bowels of mercies. And, 
Sifter, remember now many thouſands of talents of fins your 


Maſter bach forgiven vou: fang ive ye therefore jour feline» 


ſervants one talent; follo God's commend in this, and ſeek 
not after your un heart, and after your oe , in this mat - 
ter, as the Spirit ſpeaks, Numb. xv. 39. Ask never the caun- 
{el of your on heart here; the world will blow up your 


heart dow, and cauſe it ſwell; except the grace of God cauſa 


it fal. jſeius, even Jetus che eternal Wiſdom of the Father, 
give you wiſdomn: I truſt God ſhall be glorified in you 1 and 
a door ſhall be opened unto you, as the Lord's priſoners oc 
hope, as Zechariab ſpeaks. It is a beneht to you, chat the wick- 
ed are God's fan to purge you; and. I hope they {hall bloty 
away no corn, or ſpiritual graces, but only your chatt,: I pray 


vou, in your purſuit, bave lo recourſe to the aw of men, that 


you wander not from the law of God. Be not. caſt down: if 
vou ſaw him, who is ſtanding on the ſhore, holding out his 
arms to Welcome you to land, you would not only wade tho- 


K 4 


* a CI —— - - - 3232 > — 
pe w 


- — 


— —UüU—ä — 


— Doo a - — 


32 Mr. Retherfoort's Eßpiſt. 17, 


and truſt in Hod, you fee him lometimes. The Lord Te fs 


Auw th. Dur Brother, in the Lord, S. R. 
— — — er ee EY — — — © 2 — —— - d hes gs room coo 


Te MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Worthy and dear Sifter, a | 
4 M deareſt love in Chriſt remembred - As to that buſi. 


| neſs, which I know you would ſo tain have taking ef- 
ect, my earneſt detire is, that you ſtand ſtill; haite not, and 
you fheli fee the ſalvation of God, The preat Maſter-gard- 
ner, the Father of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, in a woncerfu: pro- 
vidence, with bis own hard, (I dare, if it were to edifcati- 
or, ſwear it) planted me here, where by his grace, in this 
per cf his Vineyard, I grow: 1 dare not ſay, hut Satan and 
1 the world (one ot bis pages, whom he ſends his crrands) 
have ſaid otherwiſe and here 1 will abide till the great Me. 
j | Ker of the Vineyard think fit to tranſplant me: but when he 
J 
f 
1 
8 


= Fees meet to logfe me 1t the root, and to plant me where J 
5 may be more uſeful, both as to fruit and ſu dot; and when 
he wiio planted, pulleth up that he may tranſplant, who dare | 
put to their hand and hinder ? it they do, God thall breal: 
their arm at the ſhonlder-blade, and do his turn, Whea our 
Lord is going w2f, the devil and world go eaſt; and do you 
1 not Fnow, that it hath been ever this way betwixt God and. 
KY thr world, God drawing, and they holding ; God, Tea, and 
* the world, Nay ? but they fall on their back and are fruſtrate, 
and our Lord holdeth his grip. Wheretorce doth the world 
fy, that our Chriſt, the Goodman of this houſc, his dear 
Kirk, bath feet like fine braſs, as if they burned in a furnace 
| Rev. i. 15. for no ather cauſe, but hecauſe where our Lord 
1 ſetteth flown his hraſen feet, be will for ward; and whither- | 
| ſot ver be looketh, he will follow his look; and his fret burn 
all under them, like as fire doth ſtubble and thorns. I think 
De hath now given the world a proof of his excecaing great 
power, when he is doing ſuch great things, wherein Zion is 
conterneu, by the ſword of the Swediſh king, as of a Gideon. 
As you love the glory of God, pray inſtantly (yea, engage all 
your praying acquaintance, and take their hich (vl promiie to 
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do the like) for tbis king, and every one that Zion King 1 
armeth, to execute the written vengeance on Bebylen : Our | 
Lord hath begun to looſe lome of Babylon's cornerſtones z | 


prey bim to hold on; for: that city muſt tall, and the birds 
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of tue air and the beaſts of rhe earth muſt make a banquct of, 
Babylon; tor he hath invited them to cat the fleſn of that 
whore, and to drink her blood: and th: cup of the Lord's 
right-hand mall he turned anto her, and ſhame'ui ſpewin 

Mall be upon her glory! He, whole word mult ſtand, hat 

aid, Take this cup at the hand of the Lord, and drink and 
be drunken, and ſpew and fall. and riſe no more, Jer. xxv. 
27. Our ſeſus ſetting up bimſelt as his Father's Exſign, Iſa. 
Xl. 10. us God's fair white Colours, that his ſold ters may 
Bock about him: Long, long may thele Colours ſtand l. Ir is 
long ſince he diſplayed a banner againit Bebylqn, in the fight 
ot men and angels Let us rejoice and triumph in gor Goch, 
the victory is certain; for ben Chriil and Babel wreſtla, 
then angels and ſaints may prepare themſelves to ng, i 
tc great i fallen, fallen. Hoy beit that Prince of renova, 
precious elus, be now weeping and bleeding in his metnbers, 
yet Chriſt will laugh again, and it is time enough for us tu 
laugh when car Lerd Chriit laugbeth, and that will be ſlort- 
iy: For when we hear of wars and rumours ot wars, the 
Judge's feet are then before the door, and he mul be in hea- 
ven, giving order to the angels to make themielves ready, 
and wn + their hooks and fackles for that great harveſt. 
Chriſt will be ugon us in haſte; watch bur a little, and ere 
9 the skies will rive, and that fair lovely Perſon, Jelws, 
Mall come in the clouds, freighted and loaded with glory z 
and then all theſe knaves and foxes, that deſtroyed che V ines, 
ſhall call to the hills, and cry to the mountains to cover theme, 
and hide them from the face of him who fitteth upon the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. Remember me 
to your husband; and deſire him from me to help Chriſt, and 


ta take his part, and in judgment tide ever with him, and 


receive” 2. blow patently for his ſake; for he is worthy to be 
ſuffered fer, not only to blows, but allo to Mood: He thall 
nnd, that innocenc and uprightneſs in judgment ſhall hold 
its feet, and make him happy, when jeaking wiil not do it. 
1 ſpeak this, hecauje a perfor. aid to me, I pray God, the 
country be pot in worſe cale now, when the provoſt and 


bailljies are agreed, than formerly: To whom I replied, I. 
truſt the provoſt is agreed with the man's perian,, but not 


with his faults, I pray for you, with my whole foul and de- 
fare, that your children may walk in the truth; and that the 
Lord may ſhine upon them, and make their faces to ſhine, when 
the faces of others mall bluſh, I dare prog tem in his 

| 5 ä name, 
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name, whole trutl I preach, if chey will but try God's ter. 


vice, that they ſhail nnd him the ſweeteſt Maſter that ever 
they ſerved : and deſire them from me, but to try tor a while 
the ſerv ice af this bleed Maſter, and then if his ſer vice be not 
tweet, if it afford not What is pleaſant to the ſoul's taſte, 
change him upon trial, and (eel a better. Chriſt is an un- 
rnawn Chriſt to young ones, d therefore they {eek him not, 
becauſe, they know him not. Bid them come and fer, and 
ſeck a kits of his mouth; and then they will find his month 


is lo Fvect, that they will he everlaſtingiy chatned wnty him, 


by tir own conſent, it 1 have any credit with your chil. 
Aren, Lerrreat ther in COhriſt's rants, to try what truth and 
reality is in what [ fay ; and teave not his fervioe, till they 
have tound me 2 Har: | gave you, your husband and then, 
o ns keeping, to when I hives and dare venture my felt 
and foul, even to our dear Friend ſeſus Chrift, is whom 
Lan „on. 5 a gde ge 
*} An woth, "87 $ neos i mur, 8. R. 
1. 
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IWelbelowtd i r OT Ye © eee 
\ Y deareſt love in Qhriſt remembred on pa Know 
LV | third am in great heavirch, for the pitiful caſe of our 
Lord's Kirk. I hear the cauſe, why Dr. Burton is committed 
t priſon, is, bis writing and preaching againſt the Arprint- 
ans: I therefore entreacthe aid of your prayers for my tell, 
and the Lord's captives of hope, and for Za. The Lord 


— * 8 a. 


K 


— 


— 


hath and daily lets me fee clearly, how deapturrows Armin- 


aniſn, and the tollowers of it. fhall draw upon the back of 
God's Iſrael (but our Lord euts the coords of che wicked) fa. 
x1is, vere 14. Pitt Zion ſaid, The Lord bath for ſaben me, 
and my {ori beth forgotten wee Iam 1. v. 2. Lion weepeth 
fere in the night, and her tearc are upon her checks among ſt 
her lovers ſhe bath une to comfort ber, al ber friends have 
dealt treacherouſly with her, and are become ber enemis. Wa. 
ij. v. 22. Our fer become droſs, our wine is mixed with 
waer, Lam. iv. v. 1. How is the gold become dim d how w 
the miſt ſne gold changed thr ſtenes of the ſan/tuary art pour- 
ed wt in the top 5 euery ſireet. Verſe 2. The pretiuus ſons 
F Zion, comparable to fine geld, how are they eftzemes as 
earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter. It is 
time now for the Lord's ſceret ones, Wha favour che * of 

| , | | A oby 


| Epilt. x9. LETTERS. 
Lion, to ry, How Jong, Lord? and to go up to their watchs 
tower, and to ſtay there, and not to. come denn, until the 
viſion ſpeak; for it will ſpeak, Hab. ii, in the mean time, 
The juſt ſhall Iive by faith. Let us wait on, d rot weary. 
J have not a threed to hang upon and rei, bu! this one, ½. 
Slix. ver. 15. Cun à Woman fer ber jucking od, that ſhe 
ſhould not beve compaſſion en the ſon of ber wou, He 
ray forvet, yet will 1 wot forget thee. Verte 16. BeH, 1 
have graven thee «pra the palms of my hands, thy walls art 
eentizually before e. For il outward: helps 9 fail; it is 
time therefore jor us to heng our felyes. as our Lord's vet 
{cls, upon the Nail that is faſtned in a ſure place. We would 
make ſtakes of our own jaſtning,' but they wil! break. Our 
Lord will have Zip on his ow! Nail. Bdem is buſie within 
us, and Babel without us, againſt the handful of Jacob's ſeed, 
It were beſt that we were upon ChriſPs fide of it, for his ene+ 
mes will get the Gakes to keep (as the proverb is) our greateſt 
diſieulty will be, to win on upon the Kock now, whenthe 
wind and waves of perſecution ate {o- loity and proud. Ler 
tweet ſeſus rake! us by the hard; neither muſt we think that 
it will be otherwiſe, tor it is told to the fouls unde the altar, 
Rev. vi. That their fellow-ſervarts muſt be killed as they 
were. Surely it cunnet be long to day. Nay, hear him ſap, 
Bt hold, I come. my de ar Bride; think net ang, I ball be af oi: 
at once; I Hear you, and am cn, Arn, Ever fo me, 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly z, for the priforers of hope are lock - 
ing out at the priſon - windows, to fee It they can behold the 
King's ambatſador coming with the King's warrant, and the 
| keys. I write not to you by gueſs now, becauis I have a 
wattant to ſay unto you, I he garments of Chriſt's Spouſe 
muſt be once again dyed in blood, as long ago her Husband's 
wess; bat our Father ſees his bleeding Son. What I writs 
|| wtito you, ſbew it to J. G. Grace, glace, grace and merey 
| be with you, your husband and chijdren. b 
Anwith, © | Tours in the Lord, S. R. 


w MARFON MACKNAUGHT. 


3Pelbeloved and doar Sifter in Chriſt, | 

Could hot get an anſwer written to your letter till now, | | 
in reſpe& of my wie's diſeaſe, and ſhe is yer nightily 
pained-z 1 ape all alt end in God's mercy: i know that an = 
afflicted life looks very like the way that Icads to the King 
AER... 0 
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536 Mr. Rutherfoord's, Epiſt. 19. 
dom: ter the Apoſtle, 4s xiv. 22. hath drawn the line, and 
King's market-way, Through much tribibation to the kingdom. 
The Lord grant us the whole armour of God. Ye write to 
me carceraing your peoples diſpoſition, how their hearts are 
_ inclined toward the man ye know, and whom ye defire moſt 
_ earneſtly your ſelf. He would moſt gladiy have the Lord's 
call for, traniplantation x for: he knows, all God's plants, ſet by 
his own hand, thrive well; and if the work be of God, he 
can make a ſtepping- ſt ue of the devil himſelt, for letting for- 
Ward the work. For your ſelt, I would adviſe you to ask of 
Go ſlubmiſſiye heart. Your reword ſhall be with the Lord. 
Although the people be not gathered (as the prophet ſpeaks) 
and ſuppoſe the word do not proſper, God ſhall account you, 
A repairer of the breaches. And take Chriſt caution, ye ſhall 
pet loſs your reward. Hold your grip fait. If ye knew the 
mind of the glorified in heaven, they think heaven come to 
their hand at an caſie market, when they have got it for 
threeicore or tourſcore years wreſtling with God. When ye 
are come thither, ye'ſhall think, all I did, in reſpect of my 
rich reward now enjoyed of free grace, was too little. Now 
' then, for the ove of tue Prince of your ſalvation, who is 
ſtand ing at the end of your way, holdirg up in his hand the 
Prize and the garland to the race · runners; forward, forward, 
aint not, tai: as many to heaven with you, as ye are able to 
dra : The more ye draw with you, ye ſhail be the welcome r 
your ſelf. Be no niggard or ſparing churl of the | Hm of 
God ; and employ all your endeavours for eſtabliſhing an 
honeſt miniſtry in your Town, no when ye have ſo few to 
ſpeak a good word for you. I have many a grieved heart 
aily in my calling: I would be undone, if I had not acceſs 
to the King's chamber ©! preſence, to ſhew him all the buſi- 
neſs. The devil raz-s and is mad, to ſee the water drawn 
from his own mill; but would to God, we could be the 
Lord's inſtruments to build the Son of God's houſe, Pray for 
me, If the Lord furniſh not new timber fram Lebanon, to 
build the houſe, the work will ceaſe. I:look to him, who 
hath, begur well with me; have his hand-writ, he will not 
change. Your daughter is well, and longs for a Bible. The 
Lord eſtabliſh you in peace. The Lord Jelus be with your 
Ipirit. ar KS IETY | | 


f Auwoth. ours at all pewer in Chriſt, "Se 8 
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D/, MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Miſtreſs, $ 
Y love in Chriſt remembred. Our communien is on 
ſabbath come eight days, i will intreat you to recom- 
mend it to God, and to pray for me in that work. I have 
mo ſins upon me now, than the lait time: Therefore 1 will 
beſeech you in Chriſt, ſeek this petition to me from God, that 
the Lord would give me «race to vow and perform new obe- 
dience. I have caulz to ſuit this of you, and thew it to Tho- 
mas Carſen, Fergus and Fane Brown; for I have been, and am 
88 down, aud am fighting againſt a malicious 
levil, of whom I can win little ground: And I wauld think a 
poil, plucked from him and his truſty ſervant, ſin, lawful 
and juſt conqueſt; and it were no fin to take trom him. in 
the name of the Goodman of our houſe, King eſus 1 in- 
vite you to the banquet: He faith, ye ſhall be dearly wel- 
come to bim. And I deſire to believe, (towbeit not without 
2 fear ) le ſhall be as hearty in his own houſe, as he bas 
en before. For me it is but {mall reckoniog ; but | woald 
fain have our Father and Lord to break the fair Loaf, Chriit, 
and to diſtribute his {lain Son among(t che bairns of his houie 3 
and that, if any were a ſtep-bairu, in reſpe& of comfort 
and ſenſe, it were rather my elf thai: his poor bairns. There - 
fore bid our Welbeloyed com: to his garden, and feed among 
the lilies. And as concerning Zion, I hope our Lord, who, 
Zech. ii. lent his angel with a mealuring-line in his hand, to 
meaſure the length and breadth of Feruſelem, in token he 
would not want a toot-tength, or inch of his own free heritage, 
Mall take order with thole, who have taken away many acres 
of his own land from him: And God vill build Feruſalez in 
the old ſted and place, where it was before; in this hope re- 
joyce and be glad. Chriſt's garment was nut dipt in blood 
for nothing, but for his Bride, whom he bought with ſtrokes, 
I will deſire you to remember my old ſuits to God, God's 
gory and the increaſe of light, that I dry not up. For your 
own,hope and believe, that the Lord will gather in his looſe 
ſheaves among you to his barn, and fend one with a well- 
tooth'd ſharp hook, and ſtrong gardzes, to reap his harveſt. 
And the Lord ſeſus be 8 and overſee the growing 
Remember my love to your husband and to Samuel: grace 
upon you and your ebildes iidren; Lord make them corner - ones 
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in feraſalem, and give them grace in their youth, to take band 
with the ix chief Cornerſtone, - who was bewed out of the 
mountain without bands, and got many a knock. with bis Fa- 
ther's fore-hammer, and endured then: all, and che Stone did 
neither cleay® nor break ; upon that 2Lone yaur ſaul to ly. 
King ſelus be with your {pirits | 11 4 

An wt. Nur friend in his welbe loved Lord Jeſus. S. R., 
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Fr MAKI ON MACKNAU GH. | 
Much renoured and dear Miſtreſs, © ; 
bye in Chriſt remembred. I am grieved at the heart 
M ro write any thing to you, to breed heavineſs to you; 
and what I have written, I wrote it with mach heavineſs. But 
J intreat you in Chriit's Name, when my foul is under wreſt- 
lings, and feeking direction from our Lord, to whom: his 
Vineyard belongeth) whither I ſhall go, give me liberty to ad- 
viſe, and try all airths and paths, to fee whether he goeth be- 
fore ms and leadeth me: For if I were affured of Cd's cal 
to your town, let my arm fall from my ſhoulder- blade and 
loſe povrer, and my right-eye be dried up, which ia the judg - 
ment of the idol-ſhepherd, Zech. xt. 17. if would not ſwim 
through the water, without a boat, ere I- fat bis bidding, 


But if ve knew my doubtings and fears in that, ye woul | 


ſuffer with me. Whether they be temptations, or impedi- 
ments eaſt in hy God, 1 kno not ; but you have now cauſe to 
thank God: For, ſeeing the Biſhop hath given you ſuch a 

romiſe, he wilt give you en honeſt man, more willingly than 
Fe will permit nue to come to you. And, as I ever intreated 


| you, put the bufinefs out of your hand in the Lord's reve 


rence ; and try of him, if ye have warrant of him to ſeek ng 
man in the world, but one only, when there are choice of 
good men to be had; howbeit they be too ſcarce, yer ti 
are, And what God faith to me ir. the buſineſs, I reſolve by 
his grace to do; for F know not what he will da with me, but 
Cod ſhall fill you wich joy, ere che buſineſs be ended : for F 
perſvade my felt, our Lord Jeſas hath ſtirred you up already 
ty do good in the buſineſs, and ye ſhall not loſe your reward. 
F have heard your bxasbhand and Samuel haye been fick. 
The Man whois called theBranch and God's Fellowgwho ſtand- 
eth before his Father, will be your Stay and Help, Zech. xiii. 
7. I would i were ahle to comfort your foul 3 but have 
tience and Rand ſtill: Ne that beligveth maketh not haſte. 
his matter of Cra mend, caſt in at this time, is either a temp- 
bbs ; tation, 
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Epiſt. 22. LETTERS. 539 
tation, having fallen out at this cine ʒ or then it will clear ail 
my doubts, and let you fre the Lord's will. Bu 1 rever 
knew my own part in the bufinels till now; 1 chonght I was 
more willing © have embraced the charge in your town, than 
Lan, or am able to win to. I know ye pray that God would 
reſolve me what to do; and will interpret nie, as loye biddeth 
ou, which thinketh not ill, and believeth al thi ngs, and 
th all things. Would ye have more than the Son of God ? 
and ye have him already, and ye jhall be fed by the Carver of 
the meat, be who he will and theſe who arg hungry, look mor? 
to the meat than to the carver. I cannot ſee you the next week, 
my Lady come home, I muſt yifit her. The week there. 
after there will be a presbytery at Girtoum; Cod will dit- 
olc of the meeting. Grace upon you, and your eed and 
N The Lord ſeſus be with your ſpirit. 
. Anwothe a Tours in Cbriſt, 5. B. 
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Worthy and welbeloved Miſtreſs, 

Y lave in Chriſt tremembred. I have ſent you a latter 
from Mr. David Dickſen,concerring the placing ©! Mr. 
Hag Maca with themſelves; therefore { write to you now, 
only to intreat you in Chriſt, nat to be diſecuraged thereat 2 
he ſubmlſive to the will of your dear Lord, who knowerh 
beſt what is gqod for your foul and your town both; for Cod 
dan come over greater mountains than theſe, we helieve ; for 
he worketh his greatet works, contrary to carnal reaſen and 
means. My ways «re noi(laith our Lord) as your ways; neither 
are ny thoughts as your thoughts, la. iy. I am no whit put 
from wy beliet for all that; belieye, pray, and uſe means. We 
ſuall cauſe Mr. Jh Ker, who convoyed my elf to Lochin- 
var, to uſe means t ſeek a man, if Mr. Hyg fall us. Our 
Lord has a little Bride among you, and I truſt he will fend 
one to woo her to our ſ, er Lord clus, He will not want 
his Wife for the ſuiting ; and he has means abundance in his 
hand, to open all the {lots and bars, that Satan draws over 
the door: he cometh ta his Bride lezping aver the mountains, 
and skipping over the bills. His.way to his Spoule is full of 
ſtones, mountains and waters; yet he putteth i his foot and 
wadeth through; he will not want her: And therefore refreſh 
me wich two words, cancerving your confidence and courage 
in our Lord, both about that and about his own Zion; tor 
he wooeth his wife inthe burning Bulk: and for ge ped will 
| | 1 
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of him that dwelleth in che Büſh, the Baſh is not conſumed. 
It is better to wrep with Feruſalem in the forenoon, than 
to weep with Babel atter · noon, in the end of the day. Our 


day of laughter and rejoycing is coming; yet a little while, . 


and ye ſhall {ze the falvation of God. I long to fee yuu, and 
to hear how your children are, efpecially Samuel, Grace 
be their heritage and portion frem the Lord, and the Lord 
be their Lot, and then their inheritance ſhall pleaſe them 
well, Remember my love to your husband : The Lord je- 
lus be with your pirit. 

Anwcth. Tours, in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
— — — —— — 223  —<—— ow ove 
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Welbelcued Sifter, | 

ue in Jeſus Curiſt remembred. Your daughter is 
IM wall, thanks be to God; I truſt in him, ye ſhall have 
joy of her The Lord bleſs her. I am now prelently going 
about catechiſing. The bearer is in heſte: Forget not poor 
TZion, and the Fas remember you, for we ſhall be ſhortly 
winnowed; Jeſus, pray for us, that cur faith jail not. | wouid 
' with © ſet vou a fabbach with us, and we ſhall tir up one 
anocher, God willing, to ſcek the Lord ; for it way be, he hide 


kimſelf from us ere it be long: Keep that which you have, | 
ye will get more in heaven. The Lord ſend us to the more 


out of all the ſtorms, with our filly fouls whole and found 
with us: For if liberty of conicicnce come, as is rumored, 


th: beſt of us all will be put to ou: wits, to ſeek how to 


be freed. But we ſhall be with thoſe, who have their chamber 


to go in unto, ſpoken of, Ja. xxVI. 20. Read the place your 


felt, and keep you within your houle while the ſtorm be pai}. 
If you can learn a dirty againſt C. try, and caule try, that 
we may ſee the Lord's righteous judgment upon the devil's 
inſtruments. We are not mach obliged to his kindneſs : I wiſh 
all ſuch wicked doers were cut, off. Theſe in haſte : I bleſs 
you in God's name and all yours. Your daughter deſires 2 
Bible and 2 gown; I hope ſhe ſhall ule the Bible well, which it 
ſhe do, the gown is the better beſtowed; The Lord Jeſus b- 
with you“ ipirit. 


Anwotb. 1 5171 fer ever in Chriſt, S. R. 
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{ Miſtreſs, D Ceran! 1 TR. #4 1 
R love in jefus Chriſt remembred. Lan in good health, 
M borour to my Lord.; bit my wife's diſcaie increaſeth 
daily, to her great torment and pain night and day; ſhe bas 
not been in God's.houlſe fince gur communion, neither out t 
her bet, I have hired 2 man to;Fdinburgh, ta Dr. Feally and 
to Jom Hamilien: Lean hardly believe her dilgale is ordina- 
ry; tor her. liſe is bitter to her: She ſleeps nancy Hut cries, 23 
à woman trayailing in buth: What will be the event, he than 
bath tl keys of the grave, knows: I havebger: mapy imes, nce 
Iſa y6u,that I have beſought the Lord © looſe her out of the 
body, and, to take her to her ret I helizye the, Lord's, tide 
of aſſlictions will chb again; but at preſent I am exerciſed, 
with the vreftlings of God, being zfraid of nothing mare: 
chan this. that God bas get loole the temptet᷑ upon my houje 
Cod rebul: bim and his ir Truments. Becaule Satan is Hot end ta 
out but by faſting and prayer, I intreat yoit' remember cur 
eſtatę to, gur Lord, and iptreat all good Chriſtians, hum ye 
Know, but eſpeclally yaug Peſtor, to de che. fame. It becomes 
us ill do knock. and to lie, at the Lord's door, while ve die, 
knocking : If he will not open, it is more than he has (aid in 
His — but he is faithful. I look not to win away to my 
home; zvitbout waunds and blood. Welcome, welcome crois 

of Cbriſt, if Chriſt be with it. L have not a ca)m [pirig in th. 
work of my calling here, being daily chaſtiſed : yer God hath, 
not put Out my, caudle, as he does 0 the wicked. Grace, 

grace by with you and all yours. „„ oof 

- 2 fd... e e in his Lord, 5. R. 
S gh FOG A Ah INE 
T MARION MACKNAUGCQHT, | 
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+. Worthy and weldeloved Miftreſs, j 
&Y loye in, Chriſt remembred. I know ve buye heard oc. 

| M the purpole of my, ad vorſacies, £o try. x hat they can, 
do againſt me at᷑ this Hynad, for che work of God ip your towng, 
ur communion. They, intepd to call me in 


when I was at your 
neſtion at the Sy nod, tor. l 
lp me with your prayers, and deſire your acquaintance to 
| 17 me jalſo. Your cars. beard how Chriſt was there ns 
ſuffer his ſervant to get a broken kead, in his own king) by 
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542 Mr. Rutherfoor fs  Fpiſt. 26. 
ſervice, and rot either help or revenge the wong, I vever 
Gw en2 like of it. There is nat a niakEdrankard, time-{erving, 
idle, idol-fhepherd to be ſpoken againſt, I am the only man 
and becaulF it is lo, and 12 God will not help them, let 
they be proud, I am confident their proceſs tha!! fall aſunder 
Only be ye neareſt with God for hearing, for an open ear, 
and reading of the bill, that he may in heaven heer both par- 


tics, and judge accordingly; ard doubt not, fear not, they 


mall not, who now ride higheſt, put Chriſt out of his kingly 
poſſeilion in Scotland. The pride of man, and his rage, ſhall 
t4arn to the praiſe of our Lord. It is an old feud, that the ru- 
lers of the earth, the Dragon and his angels, have ęarried to the 
Lamb and his followers; but the followers of thy Lamb ſhal' 
ovcrcome by the word of God and believe this, and wait 
en a little, till they have got their womb full of elay and gra 
vel, and they ſhall know, bowbeit ſtolen waters be ſweet, F- 
ſau's portion is not worth his hunting. Commend me to you! 
hurhand, and fend me word how Griſſel is. The Son of Go. 
_ her through the water. The Lord Jeſus be with you! 
PIrits | | 


Anwoth. Turs in his only, only Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
For Bf ARION MACKNAUGHT., 
Miſtreſs, 


Y love ia Chriſt remembred : Ar the defire of this 

bearer, hom I loye, I thought to requzſt you, if ye can 
help his wife with your advice, tor ſhe is in a moſt dangerous: 
—41 deadly like condition; for 1 have thought the vas far 
changed in her carriage and life this time bypaſt, and had 
hope that God would have brought her home ; and now by 
appearance ſhe will depart this life, and leave a number of 
children behind her. If ye can be intreated to help her, it is 
a work of mercy. My own wife is {ſtill in exceeding great tor- 
ment night and day. Pray for us, for my life was never ſo 
weariſom to me. God hath filled me with gall and wormwood 
but I believe, (which holds up my head above the Water 
It is god fir a man (ſaith the Spirit of God, Lam. ili.) thet 
he bear the yoke in his youth, [do remember you: I pray you 
be hunble and believe; and I intreat you in Feſus Chriſt, 
Prey tor Jobn Stewart and his wife, and defire your husband 
to do the ſame. Remember me heartily to Tame Brown ; de- 


fre her to pray for me and my wife; 4 do temeniber 4 
' , EC 


» a - 
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_ 
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when he leadeth'you through the waters, think ye not that 


but your ſtrokes art {ach is were your Husband's, Why was, : 


by Watching and prayer; and therefore, dear M:/trefs, help 


a ly 
0 f | - : k a 
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org et not Ziin. Crate, rice uvon cken, and pee. that pray [ 
for Zn. She is the ſbip we tall in to Canacy; ihe be broken 
on a rock we will be caſt oyer-board tu Tryim to land Eatwixt | 
death and. lite. the grace or jelus be with your husband and 
children. FV 
Auweg. | Tours in sur Chriſt, S. R. 


For MARION MA CKNAU HI. | 


= 


oo we 


' 


Dear Sifter, | 3 1 
Long ed much to have conferred with you at this time + N 
am grieved avery thing in your houſe chat gtieveth you 
and ſne l, by my Lord's grace, Jult'my Lord to help you tor, 
bear your burden, and to come in behind 12 «, and give you 
and your burdens a putt up the mountain. Know you not that 
Chriſt woceth his Wife in the furnace, //a. xlvili, ver. 10. 
Be held, I heve refined thee, but not with ſilver; 1 bave eb ſer 
thee in the furnace ＋ 4 Hldtien: He caſteth his love on you, 
when you are in the furnace of aifiiction ; you might indeed 
bi caſten down; i he brought you in and fer you there; but 


he has a (vert Toft band ? you Know his, love- rip already 7: 
you ſhail be delivered: wait on; ſelus will _ a v, and. 
come and feteh home the captive : you ſhall not die in priſon, 
wounded in the houſe of his friends; ſtrokes were rot newings 
to him, and neither are they to you: But your winter-nig 
is near ſpent; it is near hand the dawning ; I vill ſee you: 
leap for joy: The Kirk ſhall be delivered: This wilderneſs 
ſhall bud and grow up like a roſe; Chriſt got a Charter oF 
Scotland” from his Father, and who will bereave bim of his 
heritage, or pur our Redeemer out of his mealing, until his 
tack be run out? { mult have you praying for me; I any 
Hack- ſhatu'd for evermore with Chriſt's goodneſß; and in 
private, on the 17 and 18 of Augu, 1 got a full anſwer of 
ny Lord to be a graced Miniſter, and a choſen arrow hidden 
in his own quiver- But know, this aflurance is not keeged bus. 
me. [ have gotten now, honour to my Lord, the gate to opens 
the ſtore, and ſhut the bar of his door : And I think it eaſie c 
ger any thing from the King by prayer, and to ule holy vio- 
lence with lim. -' Chriſt was in Casfarne Kirk, and opened 
the people's bearts wonderfully z Jetus is looking up thas 
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Y £44 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 28. 
- water, and mintirg to dwell amongſt them. I rrould we could 


give him his welcome home to the Muirs. Now peace and 
grace be upon you and all yours. | 


 Anwoth, Aug. 20. 1633. Wars in Chriſt, S. R. 
——— — — —— —— | — ——— — 
Fir. MARION ACKNAUGHT. 
Miſtreſs, 


\ TY love in Chriſt remembred. I am in care and fear for 
this work of our Lord's, now near approaching, becauſi 
of the danger of the time, and I dare not for nay ſoul be ſilent 3 
to fre my Lord's houſe burning, and not cry, Fire, fire: there: 
{ore leck from our Lord wiſdom {piritua}, not black policy, 
to ſpeak with liberty our Lord's truth. I am caſt dowu, and 
would fain have acceſs and preſence to the King that day, 
even howbeic I ſhould break up iron doors. 1 = a you” 
wiltnot forget, me, and you will defire Jane Brown, The- 
ma Carſen, and Marien Cages % help me. Pray for well 
cooked meat, and an heartſom Sayjour with joy, crying. 
Melee in my \Faiher's name. I am conhdent Zion Ali 
well; the Buſh ſhall burn and not Fonſume, for the goud-will 
of him that dwelt in the Buſh. But the Lord is making on # 
fre in Feruſalem, and purpoſeth to blow the bellows, and to 
melt the tin and braſs, and bring out a fair beautiful Bride. 
out of the furnace, chat will be married over again upon the 
Dew, Husband, and ſing as in the days of her youth, when tha 
contract of marriage is written over ag in: but J fear the 
Bride de hidden for a time from the dragen, that purſueth the 
wonian with child; but what, howbeit we go and lurk in 
the wildernels for a time? for the Lord will take his Kirk to 
the wilderneſs, and ſpeak to her heart, Nothing caſteth me 
Jown, but only I fear the Lord will caſt down the Shepherd's 
tents, and feed his own in a ſecret place But let us, however 
matters frame, caſt over the affairs of the Bride 11pon the 
Pridegruom ; the n is upon his ſhoulders, and he 
dow bear us all well enough: that fallen ſtar, the prince of the 
Vottomleſs pit, knoweth it is near the tim when he ſhall be 
tormented ; and now in his evening he has gathered his ar- 
ies ꝛ0 win one battle ox two, in the edge of the evening, at 
the {uri going down. And when our Lord has been watring 
His Vineyards in France and Germany, and Bohemia, hows 
an we think our ſeſves Chriſt's Siſter, if we be not like him, 
and dur other great S/? J cannot but think, ſeeing the 
9 | V ends 
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_  Epiſt. 29, 30. LETTERS. 545 
ends of the carth are given ro Chriſt, Pſal. ii. ver. 8. and 
Scotland is the end of the earth, (and fo we are in Chrif's 
Charter-tailie ) but our Lord will keep his poſſeſſion: we © 
fall by promiſe and law to Chriſt 3 he wan us with the ſweat 
of his brows (if I may fay ſo) his Father promiſed him his 
liferent of Scotland. Glory, glory ta our King; long may 
he wenr is crown! @ Lord, let us never ſre another king. 
O let him come down like rain upon the new-mown graſs, i 
had you in remembrance on Saturday in the morning laſt, in 
a great meaſure, and was brought thrir: on end, in remem- 
brance of you in my prayer to God, Grace, grace be your 
2ortion. © | 1 
. March 2. 1634. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
— — —— — — 


r MARION MACKNAUGHT, 


Miſtreſs, 

N A” loye in Chriſt rervembred. Pleale you und erſtaud, to 

my 'srlet, our Communior is delayed till Sabbath come 
eight days; for the Laird and Lady have carneitly defired me 
© delay it, becauſe the Zaird is fik, and he fears he be not 
able to travel, becauic he has lately taken phyfick. The Lord 
bleſs chat work; commend it to God, as you love me. For I 
love not Satan's thorns caſt in the Lord's way : The Lord re- 
bake him. I truſt in God's mercy, Satan has gotten but # 
delay, but no free diſcharge,” that his kingdom fall not be 
hurt. Commend the Laird to your God. i pray you adver- 
tife your people, that they be not diſappointed in coming here. 
Shew (uch of them as you love in Ciyrift from me, that ſeſus 
Chriſt will be welcomer when he comes in, chat he has qu 
ned their deſires for eight days ſpace. Your daughter is well, 
I hope, every way. Forget not God's Kirk; they are buy 
baſtards, and not ſons and daughters, chat mourr not for Z- 
en: Lord hear us. No further, Jeſus Chriſt be with your 
{pirit. I ſhall remember you and, your new houſe, Lord Jeſus, 
£9 from the one houſe to the other. by ONE LITER 
' Anweth, © ' © Toars at al; power in the Lerd, S. R. 


Fir MARION MACK NAU OH T. 


= Welbeloved Miftreſ, | NY 6435; 
K 4 lovin Chrit remembred : I hear this day, your 

VI town is to chooſe r tor the Ppaliamenc, 
Ld ©. dd | 5 
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546 Mr. Rutberfoord's Epiſt. 3 r. 
and 1 was written to from Edinburgb, Te ſve that good men 
ſheu!d be choſen in peur bounds, and 1 have beard this day, 
that Robert Glendonipg or Jh Ewart nok to be choſen. 1 
beſecch you, tte this he not 3, the Lord's cauſe craveth other 
witneſſes, to {5c: k for him, than ſuch men; and therefore let it 
not be {xid, that Kirkendbright, which is ſpoken of in this 
kingdom for their religion, hath ſent a man to be their mauth, 
that will [peak again! Chriſt. Such a time as this will not 
fall out once in halt an age. 1 would crtreat your Hausband, 
to take it upon him; it is an honourable and necef{ary ſervice 
for Chriſt ; and thew him, that I wrote unto. you for that ef- 
lect. 1 fear Wiliam Glendening hath not skill and authority. 
I am in great heavinels : Pray for me; tor we. muſt take our 
life in our hand in this if time. Let us ſtir up our ſelves to 
lay our Lord's Bride, and her wrongs,betore our Husband and 
Lord. Lord Jefus be with your ſpirit. 
 Anmoth, May 20. Tours, in bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 


— — —ů ano yy CIR — —— 
der MARION MACKNAUGHT. | 
8 Welbeloved Siler, 20 5 


CY old and deareſt love in Chriſt remembred. Know 
that I have been viſiciog my Lady Kenmwure ; her child 

is with the Lord : I intreat you viſt her; and defire the good» | 
witc of Barcapple to yifit her, and Knackbrex, it you fee bim 

in the town. My Tord ber husband is abſent, and, I think 
me will be heayy : You know 'what Mr. V. Dalgleiſþ and © 
deſired you to deal for, at my Lord Kirkcadbraghi's hand. Send | 
me word, if you obtained any thing at my Lord's hands, anent 

. the giving up of our names to the High Commiſſion; for kl |. 
kearit is not for nothing, that the B. 2 hath taken that courle : 
Our Lord knows beſt what is good for an old Kirk, that is | 
fallen from ber firſt love, aud bath forgotten ber Hurbaud, days 
without number: a trial is like to come on; but I am lure, | 
nur Husband-man, Chriſt, ſhall loſe chaff, but no corn at all. 
Yet there is a dry wind coming, but neither to fan nor to purge. | 
Happy are they, who are not blown away with the chat ;, for | 
we will hut ſuffer tentation for ten days: but thoſe, wh: are 
faithful to the death, ſa!! recezve the crown of life. I hear | 
daily what hath been ſpoken of my felt, muſt unjuit and fallly 3 


and no marvel, the Dragen with the ſwing of bis tail, hath |} 
made che third part of the flars to fall from heaven, and the | 
ea would have many to fall with them. If cyer Satan was | | 


huſie, 


9 
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buſie, now when he knoweth his time is ſhort, he is buſie ; 
yet a little while, and he that ſhail come, mil come, and will not 
farry. I know, ere it be long the Lord ſhall come, and rid at 
pleas betwixt us and his enemies: Now, welcome Lord Jeſus, 


£0 faſt. Send me word about Grifſet your daughter, who L 
remember in Chriſtzand deſire her to catt her felt in his arms, 
who was born of a woman, and, being the Ancient of days, 
was made a young weeping Child. It was not for rothing, 
that our Brother ſeſus was an Infant; it was, that he — 

ity infants of believers, who were to come cut of the womb 
into the world: I believe our Lord ſeſus ſhail be waiting on 
with mercy, mercy, mercy, to the end of that battel, and 
dring her through with life and peace, and a jign of God's 
fayour. Iwill expect ad vertiſement from you, and eſpecially 


if you fear her. Miſtreſs, You remember that Liaid to you, a- 


nent your love to me and my Brother begun in Chriit, You 
know, we are bere but ſtrangers, and you have not yet found us a 
dry well, as others have been: Be not 6yereeme tn ſuſpicion 
I truſt in God, the Lord, who knit us together, ſhall keep us 
together. It is time now, that, the Lambs of ſeſus ſhould all 
run together, when the wolf is barking at them; yet I know, 
ere Gea's Bairns want a croſs, their love amongſt themſelves 
Hall be @ creſe; but our Lord giveth love for another end. J 
know you will with love cover infirmities; and our Lord give 
you wiſdom in all things: I think love hath broad ſhoulders, 


and will bear many things, and yet neither taint, nor ſweat, 


nor fall under the burden. Commucnd me to your husband, 


and dear Griſſel; I think on her: Lord Jeſus be in the furnace 
with her, and then ſhe will butt ſmoke, and nut burn. Deſire 
Mr. Robert to excuſe my not ſeeing of him at his houſe, L have 
my own reaſons therefore. Grace, mercy, and peace be with 
you. 


Anwoth, Apr. 26, 1634. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


— — —— — © ae — 8 
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Fer MARION MACKNAUGH T, 


Miftr eſs, 0 , | 1 

Y deareſt love in Chriſt remembred : 1 entreat you, 
charge your ſoul to return to reſt, and to glorify your 
deareſt Lord in believing ; and know, that, tor the good-will 
of himthat dwelleth in the Buſh, the burning Kirk ſhall nor 
be conſumed: to aſhes ; but, Deut. xxxiii. 16. Bleſſing ſhall 
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come on the head of Joleph, and upon the top of the bead of 
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348 r. Rut herſoors Epiſt. 32. 
? i'm that 4 m „ And are not the alle 
ſeparate from their brethren, and fold, and hated ? for, Gen. 
xliv. 23. The archers have ſorely grieved joſeph, and ſhot at 
him, and hated him. Ver. 24. But hig bow abedt in ſtrength, 
and the arms of his han; were malle ſtreng, by the Hands of 
e mighty Ged of Jacob. Ftom him is the Shepherd and the 
Stone of 1frae!; the Stone of Ie sha nôt be broken in 
pieces: it is bamered upon by the children of this world, and 
we shall live, and not dle. Our Lord bath done all this, to 
ſee if we will believe, and dot give over; and I am perſwad- 
ed, you muſt of rieceffiry ſtick by your work : The Eye of 
Chriſt hath been upon a! this butinets ; and he taketh goud 
Heed too, v ho is for him, and Wb is againſt him; let us do 
our part, as we would be approved of Chriſt:* The Son af 
God is near to his enemies; if they were not deaf, they may 
Hear the din of his feet: and he will come with a ſturt, upon 
his weeping Bairns, and take them on his Knee, and lay their 
Head in his Boſom, and dry their watry eyes; and this day 
is faſt coming; Tet 4 little time, and the vifion will ſpeak, it 
will ht farry, Habs ii. Theſe queſtions ' betwixt us and our 
_ adveriaries, will all be decided in yonder day, when the Sou 
of God shall come, and rid all pleas; and it will be teen whe- 
ther we or they have been for Chriſt, and who have been 
pleading fo? Baal: It is not known'what we are now; but 
M hen our Life shall appear in glory, then we shall ive WHO 
laughs faſteſt that day; therefore we wuft poſſeſs our ſouls 7» 
patience, and go in te cur Chamber, and reſt while the indige 
natien be paſt + We shall not weep long, when our Lord shall 
take us up in the day that he gathereth his Jewels : and, Mal. 
itt. 16. They that feared the Lord ſpoke often one to another; 
end the Lold bearkned und beard it; and à boot of remem- 
Lance was written. be fore view, for them that feared the Lord, 
and thought up:n bis name. And 1 shall never be of another 
Fai, but our Lord it beating a furnace for the enemies of 
his Kirk in S$otland : It is true the iſe of Chriſt hath 
play d the harlot, and hath left her firſt Husband; and the e · 
nemies think they offend not, fox. we have ſinned againſt the 
J. ord: but they shall get ths Devil to tbrir thanks ; the rod 
Shall be caſt into the fre, that re may ſing as in the duys © 
tar youth. My dear Friend, therefore lay down your 
_ upon Chriſt's Breaſt: weep not, the Lion of the tribe of Judah 
Will ariſe. The ſun is gone down upon the prophets, and our gold 
i beceme dim: and the Lord feedeth his people with wabers of 
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e Wrmwocd; yet Chriſt ſtandeth but bebird the wall, 
is, Bowels art moved for Scetland; He waiteth (as Ila 
faith) that he may ſhew mercy. If we would go home, and 
Take our brethren withusg weepin? with on farts toward Liv 
on, agb, toe way bithernrd, he would hing back cur cap 
tivitx: we may not think, that God bas no care of his own 
honour, while men tread it under their feet; he will clothe bim. 
Hel? with vengeance, as with a cloke, and #ppear againſt our 
enemies for our deliverance. Ye were never yet beguiled, an? 
God will not now begin with you; wreſtle till with the An- 
gel of the Covenant, and you shall ger the bleſſing: fight, he 
delighteth to be vercome by wreſtling. Commerid me to 
rife; deſire her to learn to know the ad vertaries of the 
Lord, and to take them as her adverſaries; and to learn to 
know the right gate in tothe Son of God: O but acquaintance 
with the Son of God, to ſay, My Welbeleved is mine; and / 
am his, is a ſwert and glorious courſe of lite, that none know, 
Hut thoſe who are ſeared, and marked in the tore-head with 
Chriſt's mark, and the new name that Chrift writeth upon his 
"Own! Grace, grace and mercy be with you. 6 6 PF "4 
Anwoth, Sept. 25. 1634. Tours, in Chriſt, S. R. 

CONES _ — — — —— — ——ů —ü bRA— 


-- Ir MARION MACKNAUGHY. 


Welbeloved Miſtreſs, | 
1 charge you, in the name of the Son of Gad, to reſt upon 


* „ 


1 -your Rock, that is higher than your ſelf; be nt afraid of 


a nan who is a worm, nor jor the ſen of man who ſhall die; 
Jet God be your fear. Encovrage your Husband. I would 
counte} you to write to Fdinburghy to ſome ad iſed lawyers, 
to underſtand what your husband, as the head magiſtrate, 
may do in oppoſing ary intruded miniſter, and his carriage 
toward the new prelate, if he command himto impriton or 
12y hands upon any; and in a word, how far he may in his 
office diſobey a ptelate, without danger of law : fer if the bi- 
(hop come to your tewn, ard find not abedience to his heart, 
it is like he will command the prove? to affiſt him, againſt 
God and the truth. Ye will have more courage under the 


per ſe out ion; fear not, take Chriſt Caution, who ſaid, Luke 


xi. 18. There ſpæll not one hair of your head periſb. Chriſt will 
not be in your common, to have you giving out any thing ior 
him, and not give you all incomes with advantage: ir ig his 
cr his ſervants ſhould not be ferricd and 1 in bis 
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in this perfecation, by may rejoice, that Chrilt hath put che 
friſt garlaud upon his head, ard upon yours. Truth will yes 
keep the crown of the caſſay in Seot/and ; Chrilt and. truth are 
ſtrong enough. They judge us now, 1s ſba I one day judge 
them, and fit 112: twelve thrones, and judge the twelve tribes : 
Believe, believe; for they dare rot pray, they dare rot look 


Chriſt in the face they have been faſſe to Chiiſt, and he will 


not Oe with the wrong 2 ye know, it is nut our cauſe; for if 


we would. quit our Lord, we might ſlecp ior the preſent in a 
ſound skin, and keep our place, means and honour, and be 
dear to them alſo. But let us once put all we have over in 
Clrift's hand : Har not for my papers, I ſhall diſpatch them; 
but ye will be examined for them + the Spirit of Jeſus give 


you inward peace. Deſire your husband irom me, to proye . 


Loneſt to Chriſt ; he ſhall not be à loſer at Chriſt's. hand, 
Anmoth, July Tours. ever, in his ſweet Lord 1 
8, 1626. S. R. 


4 
* 


T. MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Welheloved Sifter, , - | | 

love in Chriſt remembred. I hear of good news 
M anent our Kirk; but I jzar that our king wil! not be 
reſiſted, and therefore let us not be ſecure.and careleſs. I do 
wonder if this Kirk come not through our Lord's fan, lince 
there is fo much chaff in it; howbeit I perſivade.my (elf, the 
Son of God's wheat will not he blown away. Let us be put- 
ting an God's armour, and be ſtrong in the Lord; if the de- 
vil and Ziou's enemies ſtrike a hole in that armour, iet our 
Lord ice to that; let us put it on and ſtand: We bays Jeſus 
on our fide, and they are nor worthy of ſuch à Captain, who 


Lana... Jo 


would not take a blow at his back. We are in fight of his 


colours; his banner over us is love: Look up to that white 
banner and ſtand; I perſwade you in the Lord of victory. My. 
brother writeth to me of your heavine(s, and of temptations 
at preſs you lore. Lam content it be ſo; you bear about with 


you. the marks the Lord ſeſus: fo was it with our Lord's A- 


poille, when he was to come with the Goſpel to Macedonia, 
2 Cir. vil. 5. His fleſh had no reſt, he was troubled on every 
fide, and knew not what ſide to turn him unto; without were 

=ghtings, and wichin were fears» In the great work of our re- 
| a diemption, 


— _ S | | 
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ſerv ice; you were never henoured till now: ard it your hus- | 
band be the firſt magiſtrate, who thell ſuffer for Chriſt's name 


—_— — n — 


, 
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demption, your lovely; beautitul, and. glorious Friend, and 
Welbcloved, feſus, vas brought to tears and ſtrong cries, fo 
as his face was wet with tears and blood, a riſing trom 2 holy 
tear and the weight of the curſe. Pake a drink ot the don 
of God's cup, and love it the better that he drank of it betore 
vou; there is no poilon in it · I wonder many times, thac ever 
a child of God ſhould have a lad heart, conſidering What their 
Lord. is preparing for them. Is your mind troubled arent 
that buiincis that we have in hand in Edinbarab? I truſt in 
my Lord, the Lord ſhall in end give to your neart's dehre, 
even howbeit the buſineſs frame not; the Lord ſhall feed 
your ſoul, and all the hungry fouls in that Town: therefore 
I requeſt you in the Lord, pray for a ſubmiſhve will; and 


pray, as your Lord ſeſus bids you, I wall be done in carth, as 


it wit biaben. And let it be that your faith be brangled with 
temptations : Llicve ye, that there is a Tree in our Lord's 
garden, that is nat often ſhaken with the wind from all the 
tour airths ; ſurely there is none. Rebuke your ſoul, as the 
Lord's prophet doth, ſal. xlii. Why art thou caft down, 0 
my ſoul ! why art thou diſgquieted within me That was 
the word of man, who was at the very over-going at the 
brae and mountain, hut God held à grip of him. Swim 
through your temptations and troubles, to be at that lovely 
amiable perſon Telus, to whom your toul is dear: In your 
temptations, run to the promiſes; they be our Lord's bran- 
ches hanging over the water, that our Lord's filly halt- 
drowned cbiidren may take à grip of them; if you let that 
grip go, you will go to the ground. Are you troubled with 
the caſe of God's irh, our Lord willevermore have her be» 


_ twixt the ſinking and the wiming; he will have her going 


through a thouſand deaths, and through hell, as a creeple wo- 
man, halting and wanting the power of her own tide, Micah 


iv. 5, 7. that God may be her ſtaff: That broken ſhip will 


come to land, becau'e ſeſus is the Pilor; fairt not, you thall 
ſee the ſalvation of God; elle ſay, that God never ſpake his 
word by my mouth; and I had rather never been born, ere 
it were fo with me: but my Lord hath ſealed me. I dare 
not deny, I have alſo been in heavineſs ſince I carne from 
you, fearing ior my unthankfujnels that I am delertea; but 


the Lord will be kind to me, whether 1 will or not; I repoſe 


that much in his rich grace, that he will be loth to change 


upon me. As you love me, pray for me in this particular. 


Atter adyiſing with Carictous, I have written os Mr. David 
SN IEG 5 „Vie, 
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562 Mr. Rutherfoords Epiſt. 38. 
ichen, anent Mr. {ub Mackail, and defired him to write 
his mind to Carletoun; and Car}: town to Edinbargh, that the y 
may particularly remember Mr. Hugb to the Lord; and 1 
happened upon à convenient truſty bearer, by God's 'wons | 
dertul providence, No farther.” f recommend you te the 
Lord's grace, and your husband and children; the Lord Ne- 
ſus be with your ſpitrii. e 

, Edinburgh. Tours in the Lord, S. R. 
A POSTSCRIPT. | 

ſtreſs, | 

Had not ting to give my advice to your daughter Gr/fet, 
I you {hall carry my words therefore to her: She her now, 
that, in mus of her tender age, ſhe is in a manner as clean 
paper, ready to rect ive either good, or ill; anc that it were a 
ſweet and glorious thing for her to give her ſult up to Chriſt, 
that he may write upon her bis Farher's Nawe, and his own 
new Name; And defire her to acquaint her ſe with the book 
df God; the promiſes that our Lord writes upon his own, | 
and performeth in them arid for them, ate contained there. 
perſwade you, when I think that ſhe is in the company of ſuch 
parents, and hath occaſion to learn Chriſt, I think Christ is 
wootnrg ber foul; and I pray God ſhe may not refulc ſuch a 
Husband ; and therefore I charge ber, and beſeech her by 
the mercics af God, by the wounds and Hlood of him who 
died for her, by the worth of truth, wiych ſhe heareth and 
can gad; by the coming of the San. of God to Jud e the » 
world, that the would fulfil your joy, and learn Chriſt, and 
walk in Chrift : She ſhall think this the truth of God many 
years after this; and I will pramiſe to my ſelf, in geſpect of 
dne Beginnings that I have ſeen, that ſhe ſhall give her ſelf to 
him that gave himſelf for her. Let her begin at prayer; for 
if ſut remember ber Creator in the days of ber youth, he wil 
elaim kindnels to her in her old age: It thall be a part of my 
prayers, that this may be effectuate in her, by him who 1s 
ble to do exceeding àbundancly; to whole grace again I 
recommend you and ber, and all yours. | | 
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To MARION 


Welbeloved Sifter, | 170 8 
1 Knnws ye have heard of the ſucceſs of our huſineſs in Edin- 


burgh: I do every presbytery-day lee the faces of my bre- 
turen Imiling upon me, but their tongues convey ate pee. FI 


Haas 2» RED 29 
— 


MACKNAUGHT. 


an 


445 | | | | i 
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and lies of me 1 hundred miles off, and have made me di- 
ous to the Biſhop of St. Andrews. who laid ta Mr. V. D. that 
miniſters in Galloway were his informers 3 whereupon no Let 1 
ters of favour. could be procured trom bim, tor efe&uating | 
of our buſineſs: o Fam brought in the mouths of men, who . | 
utherwiſe knew me not, and have power (if God ſhall permit} —— 
to harm me; yet I entreat you in the bowels of Chriſt ſe- i | 
ſus, be rot caſt down, I fear your forrow exceed becauſe of. 
this; and I am not ſo careful ot my ell. in the matter, as for, 
Fou: Lake courage, your deareſt Lord firall light your 

candle, which the wicked would fain blow out, And as ture 

as our Lord liveth, your feui ſhell find joy and comfort ir = 
this buſineſs ; howbeit you ſee all the hounds in hell let looks, 9 
to mar it: their iron chains to out dear mighty Lord are but 1 
ſtraws, which he can cafily break. Let nor this tempratian, "1 
ſtick in your throat, ſwallow it, and let it go down; our, 
Lord give you a drink of the conſolation of, bis (piriz, that 
it may digeſt :. You neyer knew one in God's BO why put 
to their hand to the Lord's work for his Kirk, but the world, 
and Satan did bark aguigſt them, and bite ao where they, 
had power. You will pct lay one None on Zion's wall, but 
they will labour to caſt it down again. And for my (If, the 
Lord letteth me ſee now great. evidences of a calling to K. 
than ever he did before, and therefore pray. ard poſſeſs your 
foul in patience. Theſe that were doe:s in the bulinets, have 

d sod hepes that it will yet go forward ard proſper, As for 
I che daat i of the king of Sweden (which is thought to be toe 


true) we can do nothing elſe but reverence cur Lord, wha- [ 
loch not ordinarily hold Zic on her Rock by the fword and 
arm of fleſh, and blood, but by his own mighty and, owt; ” | 
ſtretched arm: Her King, that-reigneth, in Zion, yer liveth; | 


and they are plucking him round about to pull hin off bis | 
throne, but his Father hath ccowned him, and who dare ay, 4 
It il dene: The Lord's Bride will be up and donn, above 14 
the water ſwimming, and under the water fitting, until her 
lovely and nüghty Redeemer and Husband; tet his head 
thorow theſe $kies, and come with his fair court to rid al 
their pleas, and give them the hoped-for inheritance ; aud 
ther'we ſhall lay down our (words and tiumph, and fight no | 
more. But do nat think for all this, that our Lord and Chief. ie 
Shepherd will want one weak ſheep, or the ſillieſt dying * 
lamb that he bath redeemed; He wall tell his flock, apd ga- 
ther them all zogecher, aud make @ Hirhful account of them 


b 


| 
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te the Father, who gave them him; Let us now scarg to 
turnoure yes oft men, that our Horiſh hearts dote not on them, 
and wo our old husband, and make him our darling; lor, 
Jer. wry, 27. Chas jaith the Lord te the enemies of Zion, 
brink ye, aud be drunk, and pur, and fall, and riſe no 
mort, becauſe of the ſmord that ! ſend amm nt yous Verſe 
28. And it ſhall be, if ibey refuſe ti take the cu i thy band 
to dring, then ſbalt chou fay to them, Thus ſaith tbe Lond of 
Lollo, N jball certainly drink.” You ſee our Lord breveing a | 
cup of potion for his enemies, which they mutt drink, and 
bedauſe of chis have forebowels and tick ſtomachs, yea, hurſt ; 
but Tor: I. 4. when Zian's gaptivity is at an end, The 'chi}- 
dren f Iſrael ſha come, they and the children of fudah to- 
Lether, going ana meeping; they ſhall go and feek the Lord their 
God, Vert 3. They ſhall at the way ta Zion, with their 
faces thicher ward, ay iug, Come and let us jeyn our ſelues to the 
Lord, in au everlaſting ke pep that ſhall not be forgotten, 
This is ſpoken to us and for us, who with wo hearts ask, 
What is the wat Zion? It is our part, who know low to 
© to our Lord's door, and ta knock by prayer, and how to 
Fr Chriſt's Not,” and nut che bar of his chamber=door,' to 
complain, ard tel! him how the worid handieth us, and how | 
our King's buſineſs goeth, that he may get up and lend them 
a hlow, who are riggin and playing with Chriſt and his 
Spoute. Ye have alto, dear Mifireſs, houſe-troubtes) in fick- 
neſs of your h sband and bairns, and in 1; ling of your | 
houſe hy thievesy take thele rods in paticnce 5 your Lord: 
he muſt ſtil} move you from veſſel to yeilel, and grind'you xs | 
our Lord's wheat, to be bread in his houſ-; but when all 
theſe ſtrokes are over your head, what will you ſay to fee 
Your Welbsloved Chriſt's white and ruddy Face, even lis | 
Face, who is worthy e beat the colours amongſt ten thou- 
land, Cant. v. Hope and believe to the end. Grace for ever- 
more ba multiplied upon you, your husband and children. 
' Edinburgh. Har own, in his deareſt Lord ea, S. R. | 
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A Heer and welbele ved 10 Chriſt, | 


Am yet under trial, and have appeared befre Chriſt's 
forbidden lords, for a teſtimony againſt them. The Chan- 
cellor and. che reſt tempted me with queſtions, nothing bee 
tonging' to my ſummons, whizh 1 wholly declined, totwithe 
— | 7 — | | Randy: | | 
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ſtasding of his threats. My newly printed book againſt th: 
Arminians was one challenge, nat lording the Prelates ano- 


ther: The moſt part ot th? biſhops, when I caine in, locked 


more aſtoniſhed than I, and beard me with ſilence. Some 


ſpoke for me; but niy [0:4 ruled it io, as [am filled with 


Joy in my ſufferings, and 1 find Chrit's croſs ſſreet. What 
they intend againſt the nent day, I know not. Be not ſecure, 
but prays Our biſhop of. Galloway iid, If the commiſucn 
ſhould rot give him bis wil! of me, with an oath (he {aid ) 
he would write to the king. The Chancellor ſummoned me in 
judgment, to appear that day eight days. My Lord has 
brought me a friend rom the highlands of Argyle, my lord 
of Zorn, who hath done as much as was within the compals 
of his power. God gave me favour in his eyes. Mr. Robert 
Glendoniu? is filenced, till he accept a collegue. We hope to 
deal yer for him. Chriſt is worthy to be intruſted : Your 
husband will get an ealy and good way of his buſinels. Ye 
and I both fail lee the falvation of God upon Foſeph, ſepa- 
rate from his brethren. Grace be wich you. 
Edinburgh. Towrs in Cbriſt, S. R. 
For MARION MACK NAU GHx. 
Honoured and leareſt in the Lord, 
Race, mercy ard peace be to you. I am well, and my foul 
proſpereth; 1 find Chriſt with me, I burden na man, I 
want nothing, no face looketh on me, but it laugheth on me. 
Sweet, lweet is the Lord's croſs. I overcame my heavineſs, 
My Bridegroom's Jove-blizks fatten my weary foul. I go to 
my King's palace at Aberdeen; tongue, and pen, and Wir 


— — — 


— . es, 


cannot expreſs my joy. Remember my love to Jean Gordon, » 


to my ſiſter Jean Brown, to Griſſel, to your husband. Thus 
in haſte, Grace be with you. 


Edinb. April 5. 1676. Tours in bis only only Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


e „ ee 
| Y Charge is to you to believe, rejoice, fing aud triumph: 
Chriſt has ſaid to me, Mercy, mercy, grace and peace 
{or Marion. Mackr.aug t | 
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For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
v4 Worthy «nd de areſt in the Lord, | | 
1 Rejoyce; you are a partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt: 


* 
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faint not, keep breath believe, howboit men, and any 5 
. | mn 
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«Much Hongured and deareſt in our ſweet Lord Jeu, 
G Race, · mercy and peace from God our Father, and from 

he 


564 Mr. Nut heroes Epiſt. 12 
and friends prove k, yet your ſtrength faileth not. It i 
not pride for a drowning man to grip to the Rock. It is your 
glory to lay hold on your Rock. O woman greatly helwved ?, 
1 ec: ltifie,. and drab it in my Lord, the prayers you ſent to 
Heaven theſe many years bygone, are came up before the 
Lord, and ſual not be forgotten. What it is that will eome, 1 


cannot teil; but | know, as the Lord liverh, thele cries ſhall 


bring dowr: mercy. U charge you, and theſe people with you, 
to go vn without fainting vr fear, and ſtill believe, ard take no 
nay-ſzy. Tf you leave off, the fieſd is loft ; if you continue, our 
enemies ſliall be like a tottering wall and a bowing fence. I 
write it, (and keep this letter) Utter, utter deſola. ion thall be 
to your adverſaries, and to the Faters of the Virgin-daughter 
of Scotland. The Bride fhall yet ſing; as in the days of her 
youth ; alvaizori ſhall be her walls ard buiwarks. The dry 
olive- tree ſhall bud again, and dry dead bones ſhall Jive; for- 
the Lor d ſnell propheſy to the dry bones, aud the ſpirit. ſhall. 
come upon them, and ve ſhall live. I rejoice to hear-of Fob 
Cerſen, I ſhall not forget him. Remember me to Gxiſſel. and. 
Jane Bromn.. Your husband hath made me heavy; but he cou- 
ragious in the Lord. I ſend hleſſings to Samwel and M illiam. 
me them, that Iwill them to ſeck God in their youth. Grace 


is yours. | 


Averdeen, July 8. 137. Tours In his feet Lord Jeſiu, S. R., 


T% MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


3 


dur Lord Jeſus. 1 know the Lord will do for your town. 
hear the biſbop is afraid to come-amangit yau; for ſo it is 
ſpoken in this town: and many here rejoics now to pen æ ſup- 
ſcan to the council, for bringing me home to my oor 1 
or reparing other wrongs done in the country; and ſec if „o 

can procure that three or four hundred in the country, noble 


men, gentlemen, countrymen and citizens ſubſcribe'it; chem 


te better. It may be it affrigbt the Biſhop, and by Law no, 
advantage can he taken againſt you for it. I have not time to 
Frite to Carletoun and Knockbrexy but I would you'did ſpeak 
them init, and let theni ad viſe with Carletoun. Mr. A. thinks. 
ech well ot it, and I think others ſhall approve it. I am ſtill in 
good caſe with Chriſt, my court is no leſa than it Peg door, © 
af the Bridegroom': houſe of ine is open, when Ga 4 
Lk ; A 85 * 1 
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ſtkfuanger as ! come athort, I change, bur Chrilt abiderh feilt 
the fame. 1 hey have put out my one poor eye, my only joy, 
to preach Chrilt, and to go errands betwirt Him and his Bride, 
What my Ladd vil do with me, 1 Know not; it is like 1 half 
pot winter in Aberdeen, but where it ſhall be elle, I now not; 
There are ome bloiſumings of CEtrift's Kingdom in this town, 
and th: fmoke is ring, and the Miniſters arc raging ; but I. 
Ive a rumbling and roripg devil beſt. I beſzech you in the 
Lord, my dear Siſter, wait for the lalvation of God. Yack 
not your hands in meeting to pray, tear not fleſwand blood ; 
we have been all over feared, and that gave leuft the confi- 
dende to ſhvt me out of GA ay, Kemetnher my love to ( 
Jahn Carſen, and Mr. Jahn Brown; | never Cvilid get my love 1 
Off that mar, 1 think Chriſt hath ſomet! ing to do with him. 
Defire your Hisband from me, not to think it of Chrit tor 
his crols : many misken Chtiſt, becauſe he hath the croſs on 1 
Inis back; but He will cauſe as all laugh yet. I beleech you, 
as ye would do any thing for me, tementber my Lady Mar- 
Fall fo God, and her fon the Earl of Marſfell, eſpecially her 
chriſtian daughter, my Lady Patflgo. | ſha go to death with 
N, that Curiſt will return again to Sceflaud, with ſalvation, 
in his wings, and to Galloway. Graco be with you. . 
AberHeen, Sept. 7. 1637. Tours in lit ſweet Lord Feſcis, S. R. ü 
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for M ARION MAC KN AUG HT. 
Zech. Mi. 3. And in that day I toil male ſeruſalem a hur- 
znſen, flone for all the people, all that hurdeu themſelyks 
with it ſhall be cut in pieces; though al! the people of the cart 
be gathered tigethcr againſt it. | 
.* - Welbeloyed Siſter, 3 ee dae 
Have been ſparing to write to you, becauſe I was heavy at 
the proceedings or our late parliamept, where lau Thould, 
ve been: They Would not give our Lord Telus (air law an 
juſtice, nor the benefit of the houſe, to hear either the Juit 
rievances, of the bumble ſupplications of the ſeryants of God: 
Eng reſts, but that la our grievarces befor? our crewu- 
ed Kb ſeſus, who reigns in Zicw, And howbeit it be true, 
ther thic a&s of Pert5' Aﬀembly for conforality are eſtabliſhed, 
and the king's power to jmpoſe the firplice, and other maſs- 
apparel, upon Miniſters, be codMirnied 3 yet what men con- 


Jade is not ſcripture: Kings have ſhort arms to overturn 4 
8 Chriſt's throne, and our Lord hath been waking and ſta ading 
upon his fect at this parliament, when fitteon Carls aud E 
| f Der * 944 N ; * Mm * 
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558 Mr. Rutberfoord's Epiſt. 40. 
and forty four Commiſfoners and Burrows, with ſome Barons, 
have yoted for. our Kirk, in face of a king who with, much 
aw and terror, with his own hand wrote up the voters for or 
againſt himſelf, Long before this Kirk, in the ſecond ſalm, 
the ends of the earth, Scotland and England, were gifted of 
the Father to his Son Chriſt; and that is an old act of parlia- 


ment, decreed by our Lord, ard printed four thouſand years 


ago: their 2s are but yet printing. The firſt act ſhall ſtand, 
lc che potentates of the world, who love Chriſt's room het - 
ter than hinelf, rage as they pleaſe, Though the mountains 
be carried inty the midſt of the fez, yet there is a river that 
cometh out of the lanchtary, and the ſtreams of it refreſh the 
city of Ged :' That Well is not yet cried down in Scot- 
land, nor can it dry up; therefore Mill belieye, and truſt in 
God's ſalvation. If you knew the whole proceedings, it is 
the Lord's merey that matters have gone at our parliament as 
they have gore. The Lord ſeſus in our king's ears, to. his 
great provocation and grief, hath gotten many witneſles ; 
and we ſaw in ail, the Son of God overturning their policy, 
and making the world know how well he loveth his poor ſun- 
burnt Bridle in Scotland: The Lord liveth, and bicfled be 
the God of our falyation. For the matter betwixe your huſ- 


” 


36. They that weep i though they 1 not, they that re- 
at buy as though. they 


ace be her portion "from the Lord. I know you hav a care 
. | | on 


| on you of it, that all be right ; but let Chriſt bear all, you 


| , need not pity him, (if | may fay 0) put lim to it, he is 
| ſtrong enough. The Spirit of the Lord ſeſus be with you. 
; Aberdeen. Tour friend in his deareſt triend Chrift Jr ſin, S. R. 
Fr MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


My dear and welbeloved Siſter, | | 
| Race, mercy and peace be io you. IT am well, honou#s 
to God. } have beer. before a court {er up within me of 
terrors and challenges; but my fiveet Lord Jeſus hath taken 
the mask off his face, and faid, Krjs thy fill; and I will not 
ſmother nat conceal my King Jelus his kindneſs ; he hath bro= 
ken in upon the poor-prifoner's ſoul, lize the felling of For- | 
dan: I am bank and brim-fall, a great high ſpr ing: tide of the 
con(olations of Chriſt hath overflowed me. 1 would not give | 
muy weeping, for the fourteen Preiates laughter : they have 
ſent me hore to feaſt with my King; bis ſpikirard raſieth - 
feet ſwell, The'Bridegroum's love bath run away with my | 
heart: O love, love, love O fryeet are may royal King's ö 
chains! I care not for fire not torture: how (votet ere 1t to | 
me to ſWiny the falt ſea for my new Lover, my ſecond Huſ@ 
| 
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hand, my firſt Lord! I charge you in the name of Gad, net | 
to fear the wild beaſts, that entr<d into the Videgerd of the | 
Lord of hoſts: the falle prophet is the tail ; God ſhall cat tu 
tail from Srtland. Take your comfort and droop not, de- | 
'  ſpond not : pray for my poor flock; I would take a peratice on 
ny ſoul for their ſalvation. I fear the entring of à hireſing 
| „ upor” my labours there, cut off wy lite with ſorrow: Fbere K 
w wreſtled with the Angel and prevailed; wood, trees, med ours, 
| and hills are my witneſles, I drew on a fair meeting betwixt 
FChriſt and Anwoth, My love to your husband, ta dear Caries 
. foun, to my beloved Brother Kn:kbrex ; lorget not Chriſt's 
| priſoner : 1 long for a letter under your own hand. ak 
Abend. Nov. 22. Tour Friend and Chriſt's Prifoger, S. R. 
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| For MARION MACAENAUDGHT, 
| My dearly beloved Siſter, | 
Race, mercy, and peac to you : I comnplain that Gallo» 
way is not kind to me in papet; | have reeuived-no let- 
ters theſe ſixteen weeks, but two. Tam well ; my priſon is 2 
to me, and Chriſt's banqueting-houſe. My Lord ſe- 
ſus is as kind as they call him: Oh chat all Scotland knew my 
| . caſe, and had part of my Hou I charge you in the name ot 

1 M ar 2 


* 
* 0 0 4 


— 


I D — 7 re fs. ak. rae th. a 


1 
1 
1 

$ 
. 
. 


1% Mr. Rabe Epilt. 43, 44 


God, I charge yow to believe; frar not the ſons of men, che 
worms ſhall eat them. To prey and believe now, when Chriſt 
2ems to give you 2 ray-lay, is more than it was before: die 
believing, die and Chriſt's promiſe in your hand, I deſire, | 
requeſt, 1 charge your husband, and chat town, fo Hand r 
tbe truth of th Geſpei: contend with Chriſt s enemies; and 
I pray you ſhew all profHors you know my caſe; hep me to 
raiſe. The miniſters here envy me, they will have my pri- 
jon changed. Ay mother hath ben me 4 man of contentions 
and ene that flriveth with the whole earth. Remember my 
love to your husband. Grace be with you. | 
Aberdeen, Jan 3, 163.  Tewrs, in the Lord, S. R. 


tr MARION MACKNAUGH I. 
Loving and dear Siſter, | | ; 
Race, mercy, and peace be to yon. Your letter bath re- 
freſhed my ſoul: you ſhall not have my advice to make 
haſte to go out of that town for if you. t move out of Kirkt- 
cuddright, they will eafily undo all: you are God's work, and 
in his way there; br ſtrong in'ghe Lord: the devil is weaker 
thin you are; becaale, ſtronger is he that is in you, tan be 
hat i; in the world. - Your care of, and love ſhewed towards 
ne, now a priſoner of Chriſt, is laid up for you in heaven, 
ard you ſhall know, that it is come up in remembrance before 
God. Pray, pray for my defolate fock, and give them your 
countel, when you meet with any of them. It ſhall be my 
grief to hear, hat a wolf enter in upon my labours; but if 
the Lord petmit it, I muſt, be ſilent My sky will clear; for 
Chriſt layeth my head in his boſom, and admitteth me to-lean 
chere. I never knew before, what his love was in iuch a mea- 
furs; it he leave me, he leaves nie in pain, and {ack of loves ; 
and yetmy ſickneſs is my lite and heaith: I have a fire wichin 
ine, I defe all the devils in hell, ard ail the prefates in Scot- 
land, to caſt water on it. I rejoice at your courage and faith 
Pray fill, as if I were on my Journey to come and be your pa- 
fror + What iron gates or bars are able to ſtand it out anole | 
Chriſt? for whom he bloweth, they open to him. T remember 
your husband. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. Mar. 11, 1637. Teurs, in his [ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
FE GRISSEL FULLER TT/ © UN: 
Aiſtre ſs, OL, | = $I, 
1 Emembring well what relation I had to your (now hleſ- 
ied and perfected with glory) dear Mithrã, and being 
d 4 ; 112 45 con- | 


.. 
. 1 1 ” 


. Z 52 a——, rr ü oe ner , 95a ec „„ — — 


pit. 43. LETTERS. -& 561 
confident your ſelf looks that way, which (except I be eter. 
vally loſt) is the way of peace and of life; I ſhouid be ungrate to 
forget thoſe, whom, by the coyenant of the Lord, I cannot but 
remember to God, 1 wilt fpeak nothing to 5ou of the preſent 
ſad differences; but if I have, or ever had any nearneſs to 
God, that other W y, which I traſt I ſhall never follow, is the 
way of mar. And for the preſent yowers, I ſufter from them, 
and look for more : God hath a controverſie with them; and 
my ſoul enter not into their ſecrits. Only 1 ſhauld beſeech, 
requeit, and obteſt you in the Lord, and by your appearance 
betor Chriſt, follow the way of the Lord, and the Rtyps rrede 
by the gracious in that place, which che Lord followed with 
lite and power. My heart is filled with lorrow, conſidering 
What conuminion with God, ſome ot that country had, and 
how much thev were in edify ing and belping one another in 
his way, and how littie pf that there is now tn chat conntrys 
Your mother keeped inlifs in that place, and quickned ma- 

ny about her to the ſeeking of God. My defire to you is, 

that you would fucceed* her in that way, and be letting, @ 
word fall to your brethren and others, chat may encourage 
them to look td] rd the way of God; you will have need of it 
ere it be long. See how you may have a gracious miniſter, apd 
no neutral there, to fuceced aud follow the ſervant of God, 

- - RoW aſleep in the Lord. There is a great and wide different 
between 2 naine of godlinets, and che power of godlineſs, 
that is hotteſt, when there are feweſt witneſtes. I he dead- 
neſs upon many, and the defection of the land, is great; blyt- 
ſed arc they who feek the Lord and his face. I thal! entrtat 
you to remember me to your. husband, and all friends: I de- 
fire to forget none, who are in Chriſt. 

Edinb. Mar eh 14, 1653. Tour Brother in the Lord, S. R. 
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Tos Gentlewoman- 
. Miſtreſs > 
Beſzech you have me excuſed, if the daily imployments of 
I my calling ſhall hinder me to fee you, according as I would 
with ; for I dare not go abroad, ſince taany of my people are 
ſick, and the time of our communion draws near: but frequent 
the company of your worthy and. horeſt-hearted paſtor Mr. 
Robert, to whom the Lord hath given the tongue of the lear- 
ned, to mittiſter a word in due ſeaſon to the weary. Remem- 
ber me to him, and to your husband. be Lord. Jeſus be 
with your fpirit. Tour affe8ionate friend, 5. R. 
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For William Fullertoun, Provolt of Kirkcudbright. 
oF Much bonowr! 4 ani, very dear friend, | 
| Race, mercy and peace be to you s I am in good, caſe, 
= nt 8 hlelled be the Lord, cemaining here in this uncouth town, 
oy! a priſoner for Chriſt and his truth; and I am not agha ned 
þ ot his croſs, my ſau] is comforted with the conio:4ons cf his 
$ Meet prelence, for whom | {uffer. I earncitiy entreat you, 
1 to give honout and authority to Chriſt, an for Chriſt ; and be 
| not diſmaved for fegh and biood while you are for the Lord, 
F and for his truth and. cauſe. And hovbeit we tee ruth put to 
| the worle for the time; yet Chriſt will, be a Friend to truth, 
| and vil do jor tho, A date hazard all that they have for 
WF; him, and for his glory. Sir, our fair-day is coming, and the 
EF. court will change, and wicked men will weep Afternoon, and 
| ſorer than the tons of God, who weep in the morning. Let us 
| i believe and hope for God's {a)vation. Sir, 4 hope, I need not 
1 writ? to you, tor your kindneis and love to my brother, who 
| f 5; now to be diſtreſled for the truth of God, as well as I am. 
| | ſ © think my ſelf oblig ed to pray for you, and your wortl;y and | 
Eind hed-fellow and cbildren, tor your love to himand me al- 
.  } hope your pains for us, in Chriſt, shall not be loſt. 
# "Thos, recommending you to the tender mercy, and loving- 
x | kindneſs of God, I reſt $1 
| Aberden, Sept 21, Tour very loving an! 
14636. | aſte (tionate brother, S. R. 
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For the right Honour able, my Lady Vijcounteſs of Kenmu ce. 
Madam, 1 

ave, mercy and peace be to your Ladiſhip. I long to 
LF car from you, and that dear child ; and for that cauſe I 
þ couble you with letters. Lam far the preſent thinking, the 
| ſparrows and the iwallows, that build their neſts in Anwoth, | 
1 bleſſed birds. The Lord hath made all my congregation de- 
Ss. ſolate. Alas, JI am oft at this, Sbe m me wberefore theu en- 
1 tendeſt with me. O earth, earth, cover not the violence 
q dont to me. I know it is my faithiels pealonhe in this my dark 
night, to take a friend for a foe; yet hath not my Lord made 
any plea with me. 1 coide with him, hut he giveth me fair 
1 words : ſeeing my fins and che fins of my yauth deſerved 
Wi {irokes, how am I obliged to ny Lord, who amongſt many | 
eroſſes hath given me a wailed and ebhoſen croſs, to tuffer lor 
the name of my Lord Jeſus ? Since I zauſt, have chains, he. 

Be 1 „ | wou 
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few; my hidden wounds, ſtill bleeding within me, are before 


Epiſt, 479.> LETTERS. $63 
would put golden chains on me, watred over with many 
confolations : Secing I muſt have ſorrow (or 1 ſinned, O Pre- 
lerver of mankind) he hath wailed out for me joyful forrow, | 
honeſt, ipiricual and glortions ſorrow, My crofles come 
through mer and love's fingers, trom the kind heart of 'a 
Brother, CU iſt my Lord; and therefore they muſt be ſweet 
and ſugard. O whatam 1! ſuch a lump, fig a rotter maſs 
of ſin, to be counted a hairn worthy to be nurtured and 
ſtricken teich the beſt and mot honourable rod in my Father's 
huuſe, the golden rod, wherewith my eideſt Brother the 
Lord, Heir of the inheritance, and his faithful witneſſes were 
ſtricken withal. It would be thought, 1 ſhould be thankjut' 
and rejoyce ; but my beholders and lovers in Chriſt have eyes 
of flelh, and have made my one to be ten; and f am ſome- 
body wrt their books: my witnels is above, there are armies of 
thoughts within me, aying the contrary, and laughing at 
their wide miſtake. If my inne--lide were feen, my * 
wauld Rink; 1 would lofe 2nd forfeit love ana reſpec at the 
hands of any that jove God; pity would come in the place of 
theſe. O if they would yet ſet me lover, and my Welbeloyed 
Chriſt higher ! 1 would I had grace and ſtrength of my Lord, 
to be joyful and cortemedly glad and chearful, thar God's 
glory might ride and openly triumph before the view of men, 
angels, devils, carth, heaven, hell, fun, moon, and al! God's 
creatures, upon my pain and ſufferings; providing always, 1 
felt not the Lord's hatred and diſplealure. But I fear his 
fair glory be but foiled in coming through ſuch a foul creature 
as lam. If I could be the finlels matter of glorify\ng Chriſt, 
howbeit to my loſs, pain, ſufferings, and extremity of wretch- 
edneſs, how would my ſou! rejoyce ? but I am far, fir from 
this: He knoweth, his love hath made me a pritorer, and 
bound me hand and fuot ; hart it is my pain, that 1 cannot. 
win looſe, nor get looſe hands, ard a looted heart to do fer» 
vice to my Lord Jeſus, and to you his love. IL confeſs, 1 
have neither tongue nor pen to do it. Chriſt's love is more 
than my praiſes, and above the thoughts of the angel Gabriel, 
and all the mighty hoſts chat ſtand before the throne of God. 
I think ſhame, I ata ſad and caſt down to think, that my foul 
tongue, and my polluted heart, ſhould come in to help others 
to ling aloud the praites of the love of Chr iſt; all 1 now do, 
is to wiſh the quire to grow. throng, and to grow in the ex- 
tolling of Chriſt. Wo, wo is me, for my guiltinels ſeen co 
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the eyes of no men; but it my tweeter Lord Jeſus Wie not 
ſtill bathing, wathing. balming, be ug and binding themup, 
thev thould rot, and break out to my ang. 1 kign not 
What will be the end ot ray luffering ; 1 havs but Ken Lhe 
one lie of my erols; what will be the other ide,be'xnoweth, 
who hath his fire in Zion. Let him Icad me, if it were 
through hell. 1 thank my Lord, my onwaiting and hold- 
ing my peace as I do, to ſue what mute Chrilt will do to me, 
is my joy. Oh if my eaſe, joy, ple ture for eyermors, were 
laid in Wadſet, and ir pledge to by pialles to Chtiſt! But 
Jam far trom this. It is eatic or à poor ſoul, in, the deep 
debt of Chriſt's love, to ſpit fat chet tlia n he does leap or jump, 
and to fed upon broad wiſhes that Cbriſt may be honoured; 
but in performance Iam ſſ arł nougbt. 1 have nothing, no- 
thing to give Chriſt but poverty; except he would cumpriſ 
and arreit my ſoul, ard my love (Oh, oh if be would do thati) 
I have nothing for him. He may indeed ſel t upon à dyvyour's 
perſon, foul and body; hut he hath no goods tor Chriſt to 
meddie with: bur how zlad ſhould in foal be, if be would 
forfeit my love; and never give ms it again. Madam, I 
woul? be glad to hear that Cheiſt's cla: tg ygu were ſtill 
the more, and that you were ſtil! going forward, and that 
you were nearer un. 1 d not boneur Chtiſt my ſell, but 
4 ih all others to make fale to Chriit's botiie ; would 1 
could invice you ts go into your Welbeloyed's houſe of wine, 
and tlat upon my word, you would then les 2 new myſte- 
ry of love in Chrift you never faw betore- I am ſomewhat 
e::0uraged that your LON is not dry and cold ta Chritt's 
prifoner, as ſome are: 1 hope it is put up i wy [Maſter's 
court book, I am not much grie ved, that my jealous Hus- 
hand break in pleces my idols, that either thæ) dare not, or 
will not rio for me. My Matter needech not their help, but 
they need ta be that ſerviceable" as to help him. Madam, I 
have been that bold as tu put you, and that Tweet child, it 
„he prayers of Mr. Andrew Cant, Mr. James Martin, the 
Lady Leyes, and ſome others in this country that truly love 
Chriit;- be pleaſed to let me hear how the child is. I he 
MpHellings chat came upon the head of Jeſeph, and the top of 
the head of nim who was ſeparated from his brethren, and 
rhe goodwill of him who dwelt in the Buih, tbe ſeen upon 
him and you. Aledam, I can lay, by ſome little experience, 
more now than befbre of Chr iſt to you» I am ſtill upon this, 
tact if you ſeek, there is à ge, hidden treaſure and a gold 
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avi in Chriſt, you never yet ſaw; then come and i2e.. 1 bus, 
Tecommendiag you to God's deareſt mercy, I reib 15 
Pa, own in his ſweet 401d Jeſus, at all chedience, S. K. 


P. S. My Lady Marſhal is very kind to awe, and her for alſo. 
- Aberdeen, June 17. 1637+ Me 
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Fer the rig. Hinourable, my Ledi Viſcounteſs of Renmurc. 
My very bis aud dear Lady, . © 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. The Lord hath brought 
1 me lajzly jo Aberdeen: 1 have gotten lodging in the 
hearts of all 3 meet with; na fact that hath not Imiled upon 
me: only. the indwellers of this town are dry, cold, an 
general; they conſiſt of Vapiits, and men of Geilis's mettal, 
farm in no religion; apd it 43 counted no wiſdom nere to coun 
/tenance à connped and filenod nuniſten: But the thame of 
Chriſt s crais ſhall not be wy sn⏑wue. Luecengsbersy's attempt 
leemeth to fleep, becauſe the Bishop of Galloway was pleaſe 
to lay to che Ireaſurer; 1 had committea trealor; which wor 
blunted-the Daeſlees horrowed zal. So I thank Cod, who 
will nut have me to anchor my foul upon talſe grovnd, or up- 
on flesh and blood; it is better it he faſtned within che vail. 
L find my old challenges reviving . and my lot often 
calous o Chriſt's love, when 1 look upon my own guihi- 
re's: Ard I verily.think, the world hath too ivit an op!- 
nion of the gate to heaven, and that many {hall get à blind 
and {ad beguile for heaven; tor there is more ado than a cold 
and frozen, Lerd, Lord : it muſt he a way narrower and 
}traicer than we canceive, for the.righteous mal ſcarcely be 1 
faved. It were good to take a wore judieious view of (br: 
Kianity; tor I have been doubting, u ever I knew any more lr 
of Chriſtiarity than the letters: of the name. I'll rot 1 
lie on my Terd: I find often much joy, and unſpeak- F 
able comfort, in his ſweet preſence, who ſent me hither; 4 
and I truſt, this houſe of my pilgrimage mall be, my palace, 1 
my garden of delights; and that Chriſt will be kind to poor | 
{old Jofeph, who is ſeparated from his brethren. I would by it 
{pmetimes too hot, and too joyful, if the heart-breaks at the | 
remembrance of fin, and fair, fair ſeaſt-days with King Jelus, 
did not cool me, and fowre my ſweet joys. Oh] how [weet 
{5 the love of Chriſt! and hove. wile is thar love! Bat let 
faith friſt and truſt a while: tis no ccaſon ſons offend, that 
the father giveth them not twice a year hire, as be goth 3 
1 | ** | 
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niced ſervants ; better God's heirs live upon hope than upon 
hire. Madam, your Ladifhip knoweth what Chriſt hath donc, 
to have alf your loye; and chat he alloweth not his love up- 
or your dear child. Keep good quarters with Chriſt in your 
love. 1 verily think, Chriſt hath laid, 1 muſt zceds force have 
Jane Campbel for my ſelf; and he hath laid many oars in 
the water, to fish and hunt home over your heart to heaven: 
Let him have his prey; he will think you well win, when be 
bath gotten you. It is good to have recourſa often, and to 
have the door open to our ſtrong hold; for the fword of the 
Lord, the word of the Lord is tor Scotland; and yet two or 
three berries shall be le in the top of the clive-tree. H a 
word can do my brother good in bis diſtreſs, I know your 
Ladiſbip will bo wilürg and ready to ipeak it, and more alſo. 
Wor the only wile God, ard your only, only One, he whe 
! dwelt in the Yaz, be with you. I write many kiſſes and 
01 many bleſſings in Chrift to your dear child; the bleſſings of 
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his father's God, the bleſſings due to the fatherleſs and the wi- 
dow be yours and his. vl | 1 


Aberdeen. Towr Ladiſhip's in his only, only Lud Jeſus, S. R. 


| V. SY Madam, Be pleaſed, at a fit time, co try my Lord of 
"WT Lorne his mind, if bis Lordſhip would be pleated, that 1 


5 able Name : ror, bowbeit I would compare no Patron to his 
5 Lordſhip, and though I have ſuſkeient experience of his love; 
| 
| 


LS time: but Lexpect your Za 


ſhip's anfwer, and! hope your 
| Ladjſhip will be plain. ' , 
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Hr dhe Right Honourable, my Lady B O'Y O. 
\ I Doubt not but the debt of many, more than ordinary, ſa- 
| vours to this Land, Tayeth guiltineſs upon this Nation: 
The Lord hath put us in his books as a favoured. people, in 
the ſight of the nations; but we pay not to him the rent of 
che Vineyard: and we might have had a Goſpel at an eaſic 
rate than this Gofpel ; but it should have had but as much 
life as ink aud paper hath: We ſtand obliged to him, who 
hath in a manner Becel his love on us, and would but love 
us againſt our will. nee” 5 | 
Anent read prayers, Madam, I could never fee precept, 
proſe, or practice for them in God's word ; our Church 
| 4 : | | NeVer 
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„ dadicate another work againſt the Arminiant to his honour- 


ah yet it's poſſible, his 7 think it not expedierrt at this 
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evg allowed them, but men took them up at their own 
choice: the word of God maketh r-ading, 1 Tir, iv. 13. 
and praying, 1 Thef. v. t7- two different worships. In 
reading, Gud ſpeaket!: to us, 2 Rings xkii. 10, 11. In pray- 
ing, we ſpeak to God, Pſal. x*it. 2» Pſal. xxviil, 1. I had 
never faith to think well of them; in my weak judgment, it 
were good they Were out of the ſer vice of God: 1 cannot 
think chern a fruit or affect of the ſpirit of adoption, ſeeing 
ihe der cannot ay of ſuch prayers, Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditations if my heart be acceptable in thy 
igt, O Lord, my Strength and Redeemer ; which the fer- 
vants of Gd aught to lay of their prayers, Pſal. xx. 14. For 
ſuch prayers are meditations ſet down in pa per end ink, «nd 
cannot ve his hcart-meditations who uſeth them: I he Saints 
never uſed them, and God never commanded them ; and a 

comile to hear any prayers, except the pouring out of the 
op! to God, we can never read. As for ſeparation from a 
worſhip for ſome errors of a Church, the independency of 
lingle congregations, a Church of viſible faints, ad other 
renets ot Br awn/ls, they are contrary to God's word. Thave 
2. treatile at the preſs at Londun, againlt zheſe congeits, as 
things which wart God's word. to warrant them; the Lord 
lay it not to their charge, wio depart from the Covenant of 


God with this land, to tollow ſuch y ing vanities 


did {ee lately your daugiter the lady Ardroſ5, the Lord 
hath given her a child and deliverance. Now, recommending 
your Ladiihip to the rich 2 of Chriſt, Ireſt NE 
dt. Andrews. Tours, at al! refpeitive obſervance in Chrift,S. R. 


* 


— — — — —— — — * 
4 JOHN HENDERSON zz Ruico, 
Loving Friend, | | | 
T . Earneſtly defire your ſalvation. Know the Lord, and {eek 
1 Chriſt: you have a foul that cannot die; fee tor a lodg- 
ing for your poor {ou} : tor that houle of clay will fall; hea- 
ven or nothing, either Chriſt or nothing. Ute prayer in your 


hauſe, and fer your thoughts aften upon death and judg- 


ment; it is dangerous to be looſe in the matter of your ſalvati- 
on; few are ſaved, men go to heaven in des and twors, and the 
waoke world liech in in. Love your enemies, and ſtand by the 
truth | have taught you in all things. Fear not men, but 
let God be your tear: your time will not be long; make the 
ſeeking of Chriſt your daily task; ye may, when ye are ip 
che Held, peak to Gad: lock a broken heart for fan z for with. 
1 whe * _ 


* 


568 Mr. Ratherfoorts Epiſt, 31. 


our that there is no meeting with Chriſt. 1 ſpeak this to 
your wite, as well as to your felt. 1 dutire your fiſter, in 
ber fears and doubtings, vo faſten ber grips on Chriſt's love; 
1 forbid her to doubt, for Chriſt loves her, and hath her name 
written in his bock; her falvation is faſt coming : Chriſt her 
Lord is not low in coming, nor ilack in his promiſe. Grace 
be with you. gs 
Aberdeen. Tour loving Paſtor, S. R. 
— — In —2—— — — — — 
To JAMES MURRAY's Wife. 
My very dear and warthy Sifter,, ' © © 
Ou are truly bleed in the Lord, however a ſowre 
world ploom and frown on you, it ye continue in the 
faich, ſettled and grounded, and be not moved away from the 
hope of the goſpel. It is 250d there is a heaven, and it is 
not a night-dream and a fancy: It's a wonder that men deny 
not there i, a heaven, as they deny there is any way to it, but 
of mens making. You have learned” of Chriſt that there is a 


heaven; contend for it, and for Chritt : beat well and ſub- 


mifively the hard thruit of this ſtep-mother world, which 
Cod will not have to be yours. | 
would God I were able to lighten you of your burden; but 
believe me, this world, which the Lord will not have to be, 
yours, is but the drots, refuſe, and fcum of God's creation, 

the portion of the Lord's poor hired ſer vants, the moveables, 

not tag heritage; a hard hone caſt to the dogs, holden out of 
the New Feruſalem, whereupon they rather break their teeth, 
than ſatizhe their appetite. It is your Father's bleſungs, and 


_ Chriſt's birth-rig hc, that aur Lord r keeping for you; and 


veriwade your ſelf alſo, (if it be good for them and you) your 
ized alio ſhal! inherit the carth; for that is promiſed to them, 
and God's bond is as good, as if he would give every one of 
them a hone for thouſand thoulands. Ere ye were born, crol- 
les in number, meaſure, and weight, were written for you 3 
and your Lord will lead you thorow them: make Chriſt ture, 

act the world and the blefings of the earth fall be at Chriſt's 
bank and beck. I fee many profeſſors for the faſhion, pro- 
feilors of glaG ; I would make a little knock of perſecution 
ding tum in twenty pieces, and the world ſhould laugh at 


the theards : therefore make faſt work ; ſee that Chriſt be the 
Gropnd-ſtone of your proſeſſion; the ſore wind and rain will 
not waſti away this building, this work bath no leis date nor 
to Wand tor ever more. I Heul 


d twenty times h ye per iſlied 
in 


| confeſs it is hard, and 


. 
1 
ti: 
1 
10 
{is 
| 
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in my affliction, if I had not laid my werk lack and preffing 
burden both upon the Stone, the Corner-(Mone laid in Zion; 1 
am not tiyice fain as the proverb is) but Gare ant for ever 
of this Stone. Now the Cod of peace eſtabliſh you ta tas day 
of the appearance of Jelus Clirnt; 


St. ndrews. Tours, 8. KR. 
For the richt honourable, my Lady Viſiounteſs of Kenmore, 
Madam, * 


Race, merey, aud peace to you t Fam glad fo hear that 

your Ladiſhip is in any tolerable health ; and ſtrall pray 
that the Lord may be your Strength and Rock. Sure I am, he 
took you out of the womb j and you hie been caſter on him 
from the breaſts : I am conkdent he ſhall not leave you, till 
he crown the Begun work in you, Thore is nothing here but 
diviſions in the Church and aſſemhly, for, beſide Prownfts and 
Independents, (who of all that Aiifer from us, come neateſi to 
walkers with God) there are many other ſects here a Anabap- 


tiſts, Libertines who are for all opinions in religion; fleſhly 


and abuminable Autinomlant, and Serckers, who are for no 
Church-6rdinances, but expect apoſtles to come and reform 

Warches ; and z world of others, all againſt the government 
that two and thirty fundry ſects aroſe ; of all which (I have 
named but a part) except theſe called Seziers, rwho were not 
then ariſen, be ſaid, God ſhould cruſh them, and that they 
ſhould riſe again, both which we ſee accompliſted. In tte 
aſſembly we have well near ended the government, and are 
upon the power of ſynods, and 1 hope near at an end with 
them, and ſo I truſt to be 4elivered from this priton ſhorcly, 


The king hath diſſol ved the treaty of peace at Oxbridge, and 


adheres to his ſweet prelates ; and would abate nothing but a 


lictle of the rigour of their - courts, and a fuſpending of hws 


againſt ceremonies, not a taking away of them. The not proſ- 
pering of your armics there in Scotland, is atcrthed here to 
the ſins of the land, and 'particulariy to the diviſions and 


backſlidings of many from the c2uie, and the riot executing of 


juſtice againſt bloody malignants. My wife, here under the 
Phyſicians, remembers her ſer vice to your Ladiſuip; fo, re- 
commending you to the rich grace of Chriſt, | reſt 


Londen, March 4. Tour 4ediſhip's at all obedience, 


1644. ri. S. R. 


presbyteries. Luther oblerved, when he ſtudied to reſorw, 


. 


1 _ 4 
7 > 
= —— 


Fs the right honcurable, my Lady B . 


Madam, | . 47 | | 
Race, mercy and peace. yOu: I receivtd your letter. 
F on May 19th. We are here debating, with much conten- 
tion of diſputes, for the juſt meaſures of the Lord's Temple. It 
pleaſe th Cd, that ſomerimes enc mies hinder the build ing vf 
the Lord's houſe; but now friends, even gracious men {io 1 
conceive of them) do not a, little hinder the work: Thomag 
Goodwin, Jeremiah Burroughs, and {ome others, four or five, 
who are for the independent way, ſtand in our way, and ate 
raighty oppolitss to prevbyteriat government. We have car- 
ried through ſome propefitzens i or t he ſeripture- right of preſ- 
bytery ; «ipecially in the Church of Feruſaiem, Ads ii. iv. 
V. vi. xv. and the Church of Epbeſus, and are going on upon 
other wroungs of truth; and by the way haye proven, That 
ordination of paſtors belengeth nat to e. but 
to a college of presbyter s, whoſe it is to lay hands wpon I imo» 
thy, and others, i Tims ive 14. 1 Ti, y. 17. AZs xiii. Ly 
2, 3. Acts viii. 5; 6. We are to prove, That. one ſingle con- 
greg ation bath not power to excommunicate, which is oppoled, 
not only by Independent men, but by many others: the truth 
is, we have many and grieved ſpirits with the work; and for 
me Hart, I often diſpair of the reformation- of this land, 
which law never any thing, hut the high plates 4 their fathers, 
and the ren mants of Babylons pollutions z and cgerpt that, 
ut by might, nor by power, buut by the Spirit of the Lord, I 
| thould think, God hath not yet thought it time for England's 
deliverance : for the truth is, the heſt of them almoſt have 
ſaid, An balf reformation is very ſair at the firſt : Which is no 
other thing, than, It is not yet time #0 build tbe houſe. of the 
Terd : and for that cauſe, many houſes, great and fair inthe 
land, are laid deſolate. Multitudes of - Anabeptifts, Antinc- 
mians, Familiſys, Separatiſts are here; the beſt ol the people 
are the independant way: us for my (elf, I -know do more, if 
there bea ſound Chriſtian (ſetting aſide ſome, yea, not a few 
learned, ſome zealous and faithful Miniſters, whom I have 
met with) at Loxdon (though I doubt not but there are ma- 
ny) than if I were in Spain; Which maketh me bleſs God, 
that the communion of iaints, bow deſirable ſocver, yet is no- 
the thing, even that great thing, Chriſt, and remiſſion of fins. 
If Jeius were uncouth, as his members are here, I ſhould be in 
a ſad and heavy condition. The houſe of Pecrs are rotten 
1 — metz 
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men, and hate our com niſſioners and our cauſe bh; the lite 
that is, is in che houſe of Commons, and many of thetn its 
have their religion to chooie. The forrows of a travafling wo- 
man are come onthe land: our army is lying about York, and 
have blocked up them of M He, and fix thouland papilts 
and malignants, with Mr. Themas Sydſerf, and fome 5; ottifh 
prelates: and i; God deliver them into their hands (conſider? 
ing bow ſtrong the parliament's armies are, how many vic- 
tories God hath given them fince they entred into coyenant 
with him, and how weak che king is) it may he thought che land 
is near a deliverance 4 but IT ratker delire it, than believe it. 
Me offered this day to the aſſembly, a part of a Drreffory for 
Worſhip, to ſhoulder out the Service bock: it is taken into con- 
ſideration by the aſſembly. Your fon Lindſey is well, 1 re- 
tive letters from him almoſt every week. 
London, May 25. Furs, at all obedizyce in God, 5. R. 


For the right honourable Lady, my Lady k. EN M URE. 
Madam, 


Ama littſe moved at your infirmity of body and health; 
LI hope it is to you a real warning: And if in this life only 
we bad hope, we ſhould be of all men the moſt miſerable, Sure 
the huge generations of the ſeekers of the fate of Jacob's God, 
muſt be in 2 lite above the things that are now much takin 

with us; ſuch as to ſee the ſun, to enjoy this life in health, 
and ſome good worldly accommodations tc : and it we be 
making that (ure, it is our wildom, The times would make 


any that love the Lord ſick and faint, to conſider how in- 


uity abounds, and how dull we are in obſerving fins in our 
elves, and how quick-lighted to find them out in others, and 
what bondage we art in; and yet very often, when we com- 

plain of times, we are ſecretly flandring the Lord's work, 
and wiſe 13 of the world, and raiſing a hard report 
af him: Fe js good, and does good, and al his ways ere equal. 
Madam, I have been to ſome other (ob if 1 could to my ſelf) 
holding out ſome more of this, to read and Rudy God well, 
and make the ſerious thoughts of a God-head, and 2 God-head 
in Chriſt, the work, and the only work, all the day. Oh we: 


are little with God ! and do all without God; Wi deep and 


wake without him; we eat, we ſpeak, ue journey, we goa - 

bout worldly buſineſs, and our calling, without God? And, 

n what deadneſs is upon the hearts of many, is 

were good that ſome did not prey without God, and 2 
| a 


and Pre. e, and read and confer of God, without God. "© 15 
univeriz'ly complained of, that there is a ſtrange deadrniefs u- 
pon the land, and on the hearts of his people: Gh if we could. 
belp it | But he that waters every memeyt his 8 of red 


wine, yur help it. I believe he wil! burn the Uriers ind 
Ins that come againft biin. I defhe to remember your * 


the th: 
1 adiſhip ty God, but little ca I do that way: His everlatt- 
ing good-will be with you. | 1 

St. Andrews, 24 J Du in the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


ꝙ)y „ „ 


For the right honoxrable and cbriſlian Lad, the Lady Kenmure. 
Madam, we 1 
G mercy, and peace be tu you: The Lol d is gracious, 
KJ who keeps your Zadzſpip in the furnace, when meny put 
out their hand to iniquity one way of oth:t. We are naw 
ſhwuldering and caiting down one another in the dark, andt 
the godly hie den tom the godly, We make our own chains 
heavier, by joyning with the Lord's enemies: Hence new 
ſufferings to all, that dare not tay a confederacy to thoſe, to 
whom this people ſay 2 contederacy, nor fear cheir fear. 48 
that is my exerciſe now, who am rot very far from being ny 
alone (though I know in whom | bave belteyed. at ieff I ſhould 
know) in this pla ; fo lan afraid that the godly there com- 
ply wich theſe Eoatad ehemies of God : it will be our 
"rength to walk between enemies and malignants on either 
{ide rhis is the day of Facch's trouble, yet theſe dry bor 
eam and mult. live, I know not if 1 hall lee It, bat! hope to 
take this quiet neſs and ſilenee of faith, in the moſt of the 
neiſes of the alarm for war, toithe grave with me, that the 
Lord ſha! build upon the Church of Britain and Ireland, @ 
palace of ſilver, ineleſed with boards of cedar. Near Ma- 
darn, faint not, the night is almoſt gone; for the ven is yet 
fur an appointed time, but at the end it all ſpeak, and not 
lie; though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come 
and not tarry: Madam, weary bot; none can out- bid you 
lodging In Reon there is more given for it. by him, who 


hath beipoken'it ſor Jane Campbell, and taken it ſof her, than 


any can offer; the ranſom of blood ſtandeth, My wite re- 

membreth her r-ſpedts to your Ladiſbip. The child is well; 

Mrs. GCilleſſy is well we hear, but not here. Gtoce, grace 
be with vou. KY „ | 


St, Andrews, Fan. Muri in bis mm Fred Feſin, 


28th, 1653. 


of 
— 
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To ihe Lnarebl amid truly worthy, Colonel Gilbert Ker, 
Much honoured in the Led, 
T TOw it is with yov, may appear by your letters to ſome 
H with us. But it is the complaint of not à fe of ſuch, 
who were in Chrilt before me, that moſt of us inhabit. and 
awell ir a parched land. Tbe el of the Lord ate like a 
land not rained upon: though fome dare not deny but this is 
the Garden of the Beloved, and the Vineyard that the Lord 
doth keep, and water every. moment; yet O where are the 
ſometimes quickniug breathings and. intuences from heaven, 
that have refreſhed bis hidden ones The taule&or bis with- 
drawings ate unknown to us; one thing cannot be denied, but 
that ways of high lovercignty, and Cominion of grace, are far 
out of the fight of angels and men; yea, and ſo above the fixed 
Way of free promiſes, (uch as, This 4 and be ſhail breathe and 
blow up:n his Garden) as he hath put forth a declaration ts 
his hidden ores in Scotland, tbatſmarting.vreſtings,prayings, 
complaining, graclous willing, cannot earn the vilits from an 
high, nor teten daun ſhowers upon the deſert. it may be, 
when we are ay ing in our graves, Our bones are dry, and 
Gur hope gene, that temporal ard ſpiritual deliverance may 
come both together; and that he ſhall cauſe us fee, both rhe 
one way and the other, the good of his reign who ſhortly 
comes to the throne. Pſal. Ixxii. 5. He ſhall me down: like rain 
upon the mown gra/i , as ſhower: that water the rarth. Ver. 
7. In his days 1 the righteous flouriſh : And abundance of 
peace, ſo long a the moon endureth. Verſe 12. He ſoall acts- 
ver the needy when he crieth, and the poor alſo, and bim that 
hath ne helper. Verſe 14. He hall redeem their ſou! from 
deceit and violence: and precious ſhall their blocd br in bis 
bt. And tho” we cannot pray home a ſweet leaſon that way, 
et Chriſt muſt bring ſummer with him, when de cometh, 
| Verie 16. There ſhall be à handful f corn in the earth upon 
the ien of the mountains, the fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Le- 
bann. I know not if apply 8 as 1 would, zather 
than as they are; when the one Shepberd is ſæt over chem, 
even be who tha!) ſtand (O how much do we iy !) and feed 
in the ſtrength of the Lord, the ies (and this the greateſt 
of chem) wbo wait fer his law, are to look for that, Exek. 
xxxiv. 26, And I will mate them, and the places round avout 
n:y hill 'e bleſſing, and I will cauſe the ſhowers to come down 
in Hi ſeaſon. And there ſhall be ſhowers df m—_ How 
beg BTR 5 dclabis 


— 
4 
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a. 5 
ous Godheag, ang the Godhead revealed in Chriſt ? We dwell 


* Hamers Epiſt. 54, 
oſtrable muſt every drop of ſuch a hower be? And Hora 
Xiv. . will be £5 the dew to ae, be (ha! grow as the 
lilie, and caſt f-rth bit root; as 1 chang. Verſe 6. His 
branches ſhall ſpread, and his beauty joel! he as the olive-tree, 
and bis ſmell a Lebanon. And Ja. lv. 1% eas of the 
thorn ſhall come up the fir-tree, and i Head of the brivy aw 
come up the myrtie-trees and it ſbal be te, the L for a 
name, for an everlaſting ſign thai /ball nit be cut off. Was xli. 
49. 41 will plant in the wilderneſi the cedar, the frittah-tree, 
aud the ciltrac Ua, xliv. 3» Ill gur water nn bi that 
1 thirſty. and ſtocds upon the dry ground : 1 will pour wy 
Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my bling upon their off-fprung. A d 
1% Mall ba vo ſoſt labour, nor fruitiels husbandry. erſ- 6. 
hey ſhail ſpring as aming the graſs, as willow; by the water- 
geg. But when this ſhall be in Scotland, (and it muſt be, 
is better to believe than propheity, ard quietly to hope a 
fir ſtill ( for that is yer our ſtrengeh) than quarrel with him, 
that the wheels of his chariot move Icaſu cal) 

et this can hardly {ay any thing to is, who do fo much 
pleaſe our {elves in our deaduels, and are almoſt gone from 
gocly tbirſt and miſſing too, being lielf-latisfed with our 
witheredneſs 3 no doubt we have marred his influences, ard 
have not ſeconded nor ſmiled upon Eis actings upon us, nor 
have we been much of his ſtrain, who, Val. eki. doth eight 
times breathe out that ſuit, Liicken ve, quicken me. Sc 
much are we deſircus to be acted upon by the Lord as blocks 
and ſtones ; andi 10 prodigal are we of his motions, as if they 
were no better to be husbanded : but it is good, that it is not 
in our power 19 blaſt and undo his breathings z but bis wind 
bloweth where he liſteth. Could we but learn, and caſt, a quite! 
inirit under the deviings and ſhowrings of him, that ever 


v 


moment watreth his Vineyard, bow appy ind bleſſed were 


we? We neither open, nor do we diſcern his knocking, nor 


feet. his hand put in through the k-y-hole, nor can we give an 

ipiritual account of the walkiręs and motigqns of Chrilt, when 
Be tands behind the wall, when he comes skipping over the 
menitains, ben he comes to his garden and feaſts, When be 
teeds among the lilies, when his ſpikenard caſts a ſmell, 


when he knocks and withdraws, and is no where to be found, 


O how little a. portion of God do we ſce? How little ſtudy 


w God? How rarely read we God, of are verſed in the live- 


'y apprebeniions.of chat great unknown AJ in £1, the glori- 


of 


tar 


, 
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far from the Well, ard complain but dryly of our dryneſs an 
dul neſs; we are rather dry than thirty. yr. | 
Sir, There may be artificial pride in this humility ; bus 
or me, I neither know what he is, Vor his Son's name, nor 
where he d.wells: I hear 2 report of Chriſt great enough, and 
That is all, O what is nearnels to him? What is that, to bs 
in God, to dwell in God? What à houſe muſt that be, 1 John 
iv. 13. How {ar are ſome from their houſe and home? How il! 
agquaint with the rooms, manſions, ſafery, and ſweetneſs of 
holy ſecurity to be found in God? O what eſtrangement # 
What wandring! What freduent converſing with ſelf and che 
creature! 7; net here the bed ſhurter than that a man can 


ftretch him ſelf on it ? and the covering narrower than that he. 


can wrap bimfelf in it ? I. xxviii. 20. When ſhall we attain 
ro a living in only, only God ? aud be eſtranged from all the 
poor created 'nothings, rhe painted ſhadow-beings of yeſter= 
day, which an hour and leis before creation, were dark waſte 
negatives, and empty nothings, and ſhould fo have been for 
eternity, had the Lord {uffered them to ly there for ever 
It is He, the great He, who ſitteth upon the circle of the earth 
{of the world) ad the in habitants thereof are as grafhopptrs ⁊ 
that ſtretcheth out the heaven of @ curtain, aud jpreadeths 
them cut a5 a tent to dwell iu; that bringeth the princes to 
nothing, and maketh the judges of the carth as vanity, Iſa. 
XI. 22, 23. And He, the only He, and there is no He beſide 
him, ſe. xlili. 10, 11. Iſa. xy. 5. Men or angels, they are 
not any of them an be ta him: But 2 living, breathing 
dying nothing is man at his beſt, a {ik clay-vanity ; and 
the angel to bm bur a more excellent, iying, and under-; 
{tanding aofb;ug; yet we live at a diſtavce from bim, and 
we die and wither, when we are oat of God ; Oh if we knew 


your bonds, aid are cheered and, refreſhed, that we hear of 
any of his manifeſtations, and his out-goings, which are pre- 
pared as the morning to you- We hope, nor need we deſire 


| how nothing we are without him. Sir, We defire to mind. 


you not, to faint, and are conñdent that the anointing, that; 


abideth in you, teacheth you ſo much: wait upon the ſpegk- 
3ng-vition z bebold be, cometh, bebo!d his reward is with him, 
and bis work he fere him. The only wile God ſtrengthen you. 


With all might, according to his glorious power, unto all pa- 


tienes and long -ſaffering with joytulneſs... 


1073. 
. T. 


LIE Lord. Feſus, S. R. 
Nn 2 oY Ml as 


It» Aldrews, July, Tour f ut all ol. ſeruance in the 
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commend vou, ànd am 


, Raabe fe Bpitt 57, 58 


To- Mr. 0 HN SC OT at Ozname 


Reverend and car Hrother, 

Saw from C. X. a teſtimony of your presbytery againſ# 
[| tolcration, in which you, have been inſtrumertal; the Lord 
give ſtrength to do more. I think it both rare and neceflary, 
and would account it a great merey, if there were an addi- 
tion of a poſtſeript from divers miniſters and elders, out of all 
the ſhires of Scotland: It is really the mind of all the godly 
and tender in this land. It is believed by ſome, that the pro- 
teſtiog party hath quite given oer the cauſe : 1 hope it is 
not ſo; but the Lord fhall be yet victorious in his moſt de- 
ſpiſed ones. Our darkneſs is great and thick, and there is 
much deadneſs, yer the Lord thall be our light, Thus re- 
Commencing you to bis grace, whoſe you are, 1 am | 

St. Anarews, April 2. Tour own Br:ther inthe 
- 1658, Lord, 8. R. 
——— — — er 7 a "OF 

T» Ar. JOHN SCOTT at Oxname. 
Dear Brother, | 
int not, but be ſtrong in the Lord, and in power of his 
þ might; I look on it as a rich mercy, that the Lord is wich 
you ſtrengchning you, to quicken fainters, to warmand warn 
any that are cold or dead, or who deaden others. Believe i 


S ett 


t 
it, will be your peace in the end : the times are fad; yet 1 


pe my ſelt, the viſion will not tarry, bat will ſpeak. The 
ord will loote our captive- bonds: O bleſſed ke, tho? alone, 
who is found fat and conſtant, for the defirable intoreſt of 
Chriſt. My humble advice would be, that you fee to the 
placing of tae deacon and ruling-elcer, or to any thing that 


may weaken the diſciplise: our ſecond book of difupling . 
would be heeded, {eflions purged. Oh! catechiling and per- 
tonal vititing, and ſpeaking to them figtlatim, concernin 

their intereſt in Chriſt, and a ſtate of converſion, is little in 


Practice. The practice of family-taſis is ſcarce known to be 
an ordinance of Gol, It were good you would conſar with 
godly brethren in private, concerning the promoying of godli- 
refs, concerning chriſtian conference and pray.ag together, 
vworthipping of God in families, and {ſolitary faſts. Io his 


9 


grace, who can direct, quicken, and ſtrengthen you, I re- 
Mer loving Brother, S. R. 


St. Andrews. Ru. 


To 
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wilderneſs, and that grove (to which I ow my firſt breathing) 


1 


St,. And. June 15.1635. 


Te Mr. IO HN SCOTT n Oran | 
Reverend and dear Brother, MD 
Our letter that came unte me of Auguſt 2. to be at Ellin- 

burg h upon Auguſt 2. vas unkiown to me by the ſub- 
ſcription 3 but ſince it was written fer fo honourableand war- 
rantable 2 truth of Chriſt, as a tekimony againſt to/eration, 
i my health would have permitted, aud my daily menacing 
gravel, I zhouid have come to Edinburgh ; What ether counts 
el, countenance, or clearing you could have uad from the 
like of me, T cannot ſay, nor dare 1 (peak much. But with a 
reſerve of the help of his grace, I deſire, to defice and pure 
pole by ſtrength om above, to own that cue, and to join 
with you, and ſome in this Church, beides your pregbytery, 
who will own that cauſe, Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
Poet of his might. This cloud will over : could we live by: 
zich, and wait on a ſpeaking and a ſceming - dela; ing viſion 
the Lord will not tarry. Grace be with you, Many are with 
you, but there is One who is above millions. 
St. Andrews, June 15. Tour own Brother in the 
1858. Lor d. I. R. 
89 2 — . 22 a — — — 
For W. JOHN SCOTT « Orzrame. 
Reverend and dear Rrotber, 
O man oweth more to the Church of God with you, than 
poor and wretched I; but when weaknets of hody, and 
the Lord by it, did forbid me to undertake a lefler journey to 
Edinburgh, | am forbidden fac more to journey thitherz and 
believe it, nothing beſides chis doth hinder. Lam unable to 
overtake what the Lord hath laid upon me here; and therefore 
I deſire to {ſubmite to Sovereignty, and mult Le filent : if my 
prayers and. beſt deſires to the Lord, could contribute any 
thing for promoving of his work, my ſoul's defire is, That the 


in which I fear Chriſt was ſcarce named, as touching any 7 
ality or power of godlineſs, may bloſſom as a re. So defaring 
and praying that his name may be great among, you, and en- | 
treativg that you may believe, that the names of the Lord's 
roles ſhall be written in the earth; and that whoſo will 
not come up of all the families of the earth anto ſeruſalem, to 
worſhip the King, the Lord of hoſts, even upen them ſball be no 
rain; and that the Lord will create glory upon every 7 
in meant Zion, I reſt Tur own Brdther in the Lord, _ 1 
e 0 
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Fer Mr. AME S DURHAM 
Miniſter of the G Del at Glaſgow, ſome few Days Before his 
ö death. J ak. » F g a : J 3 9 ” 42 Re- "17 _ 

S/, WA | 8 

Would ere gow have written to you, had I not known, 
1 your heath, weaker and weaker, could icaree permit you 
10 hear or reads Ineed not ſpeak much; the way you khow, 
and have preached to others the skill of the Guide, and the 
glory of the home beyond death. And when he lays, Come 
and ſee, it will be your gain to obey, and go out and meet 
The RBridegroom. W hat acceſſion is made to the higher Houſe 
of his Kingdom, ſhould not be our lots, though it be real ſoſt 
to the Church of God $ but we count one way, and the Lord. 
counts another way. He is infa!!:bleg and the only” wiſe God, 
and needs none of us. Had he needed Moſts ard the pro- 
phets chelr ſtaying in the body, he could have taken another 
Way. + Who dare bid you caſt your thoughts back on wife gr 
children when be bath ſaid, Leave them to me, and come up 
hither ? Or, who can perſwrade you to die or live, as if that 
were arbitrary to us, and not his alone, who hath determined 
the number of your morths? If fo it ſeem good do Him, fäl- 
Jow your Fore- runner and Guide: it is an unknown land to 
vou, Who was never were there before; hut the land is good 
and the company before the throne deſiruble, and he who 6 
on the throne is his alone a ſufficient Heaven. Grace, grace 
be with u. ate DIR. 17 "TW WIGHT 25 
St. Andrews, Tune 15. 1658. Tours in the Lord, S. R. 
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Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Fuds ment, ſent to ſome Bre- 
': thren, about petitioning his Majeſty after his Return; and 
e owning ſuch, who were cenſured, while about that ſo 
neceſſary © Duty. ff 05 1550602 polo OMTTLUNR Ho 
- Reverend. and dear Brethren, | 
FT? is a mutter- of difficulty to me to write at this diſtance, 
not having heard your debates.” It ſeenis the Lord calls 
us to give information to the king'f majeſty of affiirs.' The 
Lord's admirable providence, in bring kim to his throne, and | 
laying aſide others, who wert enemies tu the 'cauſe and fyorn 
Covenant af God (fo that now the government Is in a right 
ine) iß to be adored; and I judge (without preſcribing) 
that ſame ſhnould be ſent to his bop: „to congratulate that 


providence, and the reaſon af our being, {© floy in ſendin 


* * 
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would be fendred. 2. We would write, rot in the name of 


the Kirk af Scotland, but in the name of the moſt confide- 


rable number of godly, miniſters, elders, ard-profeffors, who 
both pray for the king, are obedient” to bis laws, and are 
under the path of God for the (worn reformatiin. 2. It 35 
better now, tha: after ſentences and trouble, to have rec. 
to hi, who is by place, Pater Patri e. 4. We would ſupplicate 
in all humility for protectivn, councerapce, far more for 
la wful liberty to fear the bond of the 02: h of the dr adful 
and moſt igh Lord, avouching to bis may, that the Lord, 
his holy name being inte: oled, will own that Covenant, and 
Neſs his Hajeſy with a 89 75 and iaccelsfai veigu, in the 
owning thereof, and küſing of the Son of God. And when 
the Lord thall be pleaſed to grant chat ro us, which concerns 
G the beauty of bis houſe, the propagating of the 
Goſpel, the government of the Lord's Kingdom, without pe- 
þery, prelaty, unwritten kraditieus, and ceremonies; let his 
anajeſty ity gur loyalty with wit2t commands he Hal be 
ple aſed to lay on us, and Tee if we be found rebellion. 5. We 
would diſelaim ſuch, as have finjully complied with the late 
cr perry; produce cur written teſtlancnier aint them 5 our 
not accepting of offices and places of trat trom them; our 
ceſſamonies aga inſt their uſterpation, covenant breaking, tole- 
ration of all religieus, corrupt ſectarian 19s, for winch the 
Lord hath broken them. . We are repreſented to his majeſty s 
as ſnch who would not conſent, that the Rexronſtraxce or the 
zeſtern- forces ſhou'd be condemned bthe Commitjien of the 
General Aſſembly: Whereas, (I.) We did hymbly defire, that 
the jadicature would not condemm nor cenſure that Remon- 
france, till the Gentlemen were heard, and their reafons dis- 
cuſſed. {2.) Whatever de mur was as to the banding or com- 
bining part of it, we were, and are obliged to believe, they 
had no ſectarian defign therein, nor levelling 7ztention. (3-) 
They are Gentlemen moſt loyal, and never were enemies 
tc his majeſty's royal power; but only deſired that ſecurity 
raight be bad for religion, and the people of God; E 
dilaffeted to religion and the ſworn covenant abar ned's 
otherwiſe they were and til] are willing to hazard lives and 
eſtates, for the Juſt greatneſs and lafery of his nia jeſiy, in the 
maintenance of the true religion, covenant and cauſe of God. 
The only difficulty will be where to have fit men to ſend. 
But as it will be both fizz and ſi ame for us, to deſert our un- 
deſeryedly now cenſured Bretbren; So it will be our Fr and. 
d | reproacty 
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N | Epiſt. 65. 
reproach, ſinfully to comply with luch ching and courſes, as 
v8 teſtified aghinſt, and confeſſed to God. I can lay no more 
at prtſont, but 1 am 

St. Andrews, 1680. 


Dur loving Brother, 8. R. 


3 — — — ——— — — <__— — . — — 

Mr. RUTHERFUORYD's Judgment, of a Draught or 
Minute of a Petition, to have been preſented to the Com- 
mnittce of Fjtat-s, by thoſe Miniſters, Who were then Pri- 
Toners in the Caftle of Edinburgh, for that other well-known 
Petition to his Majeſty, about which they were, when [eized. 
upon and made Priſoners. Neha” 

But that no Man may miſtake er judge amiſs of Perſonsſ0 fixed 
ed in the Cauſe and faithful in their Generations, know, that 
this Draught was not ſent to MW. $utherfoord, a; a Haper 
concluded and condeſcended upon among theſe Bretbren, 
avboſe Love to Truth made them in al Things tender, that 
they were ever {ound to abſtain from al Appearance of Evil: 
but it wis more like the Supgeſtion of ſome other Men 
( wherein was 1aid befor: them what Kind of Addreſs would 
o probably pleaſe, waving the juſt Meaſur:s of what was 
EF mply Daty in their Cireumftances) than any Thing foming 
From tbemſelves, as the Product of a mature Delibe;ation. 
And decondly, know ( which confirmeth what was ſaid ) that 
whatever it was, or whoever gave the Riſe to it, yet it was 
never made ule of, nor preſeated to the Committee of E/fates, 
by any cf theſe faithful den, whoſe Praiſe, for their Fidelity, 
#ixedneſs, real aud untaiuted Integrity, u in the Churches 
of Crit. | IJ 

Dear Bot ber, g 
Im (as ye know) ftraitned as another ſuffering man; but 
dare not petition this Committee, 1. Becauſe it draws us 
do capitulate with ſuch, as have the advantage of thy mount, 
tie Lord ſo diſpoſing for the preſent ; and to bring the mat- 
ers of Chriſt to yea and we you being proſenery, and they 
the p wers) is à hazard. 2. A ſpeaking ta them in writ, 

2 d palling in ſilence the ſworn Covenant, and the cauſe of 

God, which is the very preſevt controverlie, is contrary to 

the practice of Chriſt and the apoſtles, who being accuſed, 

or not accuſed, avouched Chriſt to be the Son of God, and 
the Meſſias, and that the dead muſt riſe again, even when the 
adverſary misſtated the queſtion. Yea, ſilenee of the cauſe 
of Cod, which adverſaries perſceute, ſcems à tacite deſert - 
ing of the cauſe; when the face of the queſtion is known to 

| 7 7 J / 


of 
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bebolders; and I know the Brethren intend not to leave the 
cauſe. 3. I know no offence you have given (T will not fay 
hat offence may be taken) either as to the matter, or man- 
er of your p<tition : for if what you have done be 2.neceflary 
duty, laid aſide by others, a duty can never give an” gſte nee 
to Chriſt, and ſo none to men. But Chriſtians will took up- 
on a pious, harmleſs and innocent petition to the prince, in 
the matters of the Lord's honour, and good. of his Church, 
though profered by ore or two, ivhen they are tilent whoſe 
it is to ſpcak and ac, as a ſcaſonable duty. 4. The dravght 
of that petition, Which you ſent me, {perks nut one word of 
the Covenant of God; for the adhering to which, you nom 
ſuffer, and which is the odject of men's hatred; avd the de- 
ſtruction whereof, is the great work of the times: and your 
filence, in this nick of time, appears to be a non · conſtſſior of 
Chriſt before men ; and you want nothing to beget an un- 
cleanly deliverance, but the proteſſion of ſilence. 5, I here is 
a promiſe and real purpole (as the petition faith) to live 
0 under the king's authority. But, (M ou do not an- 
wer lo candidly and ingenuoufly the mind of the rulers, h 
to your knowledge mean a far other thing, by auchorit y, than 
18 do; for yau mean his juſt authority, his authority in the 
ord, and his juſt greatneſs in the maintenance of true Religion, 
os in the Covenant, Confeſſicn of Faith, Catechiſms, is expret- 
{:d, from the word of God. They mean hits lupreme autho- 
rity and abſolute prerogative above laws, as their adts clear, 
and as their practice is; for they refuſed to ich, as were un- 
willing to ſubſcribe their bond, to ada eutherity in the Lord, 
or ff and lan ful authority, or autbirity as i, exprefſen in 
the Covenant. But this draught of a peticion, under your 
own hard, yields the ſenle and meaning ro them, which they 
crave. (2.) That authority, for which they contend, is ex- 
eluſive of the {worn Covenant ſo that, except ye had ſaid, Tow 
ſhall be ſebjeÞ to the king's authority in the Lord, or according 
to the pf he Covenant, you ſay nothing to the point in hand g 
and that ivre is not vour meaning. (3.) Who ever nromiled {6 
much of peaceable living under his majeſty's authority, lrav- 
ing out the expoſition of the Fifth Commandment, as you 
weren doth, may upon the very ſame ground ſubſoribe the 
und refuſed by the godly ; and ſo you paſs from the Cæve- 
nant, and make all theſe bypaſt actings e this Kirk and State, 
thole years bypaſt, to be boyrid tebellion; and how deep that 
Huiltineſt draws, conſider. 6. A condemring of che bp 
| 1 | ane, 


rance, ſimply and without any limitatior and diſtindion, is 
a condemning of many precious ones in the land, and paſſing 
from the cajes of God's wrath, which is the chief matter © 
the Re-ronſirance. 7. That nothing is before your eyes, but 
the ex eration of your conſcience, is indeed believed by ths 
godly, who know you but a palling in ſilence of the honeſt 
materiale ir your tormer petition ta his majeſty, fees to he 
a deſerting thereof, ſince, n your petition, you do not ones 
fy, D cant but adhere to that pious pefiiion, as your neceſ- 


ſary duty; and that you intend in the petftion the happine/s of 


tis maſeſiy, is allo believed · Dear Brother, ſhew to our Bre- 
thren, the Lord Chriſt ia your perſons hath ſtated a queſtion 
berwixt him and. the powers on earth the only wiſe Cod lead 
you now, when he hath brought you forth in publick, o 0 
act, as i; ye did ſee jeſus Chriſt by you, and behol4ing you- 
It is eafie tor uch as are on the ſhore, to throw a count c 
thoſe that are roiled in the ſea : But ou) living by faith, and 
by fetching Arength and compart from Chriſt, can you be 
vitorious, and have right to the precious promiſes of the Tree 
of i, of the üdden Mauna, of the gifted Mornng-/tar, and 
the like, made to thoſe who overcoms ; to whole ſirength and 
grace brethren, who deſire with me to remember you, do re- 
commend you. I am, | ; 
St. Andrews, 1650. Dear Brot her, yours in the Lord, S. R. 

— — — — 7 
iir the right honourable, my Lady Viſcountzſs of Kenmure. 
Madan, "TY ; | 1 
T is not my part to be unmindtul of you: be not afflictad 


* * — 
bs. Mitt... Alia 


for your Brother the Marquis of Argyle as to the main, 


in my weak apprebenſion, the Seed of God being in him, and 
love to the people of God, and his caule, it will be well : the 
miking particular reckoning with the Lord, ard peace with 
God, and owning his caufz, when too many diſown it, will 
make his peace with the King the ſurer. The Lord is beꝑ inni ag 
to reckon with ſuch; as did. fortike his cauſe and Covenant 
and uncil we return to him, our peace ſhall not be like a rzver 
and. as the weaves of the ra. 8 the opening of the 
boſom, to take in all the aliguants, can produce no hetter 
fruits. The Lord calleth us to flee into our chambers, and. 
ſhut the doors, till the indignation; be over, Ja. XXvi 20. 


The lay among rhe thorns is ſo ſerved 3, he hiderh himlel, and 


our zountain is removed, and we are troubled : but the Lord 
re iges, tet the carth tremble, and le the earth r. CY 


$2 Mr. Rutherfoo?d's Epiſt. 64. 
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Lord without blood broke che gebe of nſurping trelſvs, and 
Aid them afide; the fame Lord can tetris throne nd kingdom 
n the pillars ol heaven : but O the controverfic the Lord 
hath with Edom, and thoſe who covenanted with ws, and then 
fold us; and with thoſe of whom the wy Qhoſt ſpeals, Lam. 


Ii. 14. Thy 1 have ſein vain aud folifh things for thee z 
4 they have not 


ſcavered ihine iniquity to turn ama thy captte 

vity. but have 165 for thee 1 burdens aud caſes of baniſh» 

{ ment, The time of Facech's ſuffering is but hort, and the 

on will peak: could we be from under deaduels, and watch 

| Unto wreſtling and prayer with the Lord, and live more by 

aith, we mould be more than conquerors. Wan upon the 
Lord, faint not; the Lord [clus be with your ſpirit. = 

St. Andrews, july 24. Tours at all Dede Dance 

1888 1650. op dey zn the Lord, S. R 


6 oe. 


For Miſtreſs Craig, upon the Death of her bope fal Sou, who was 
; *© drowned waſhing himſelf in a River in Frances. 


2 


_ AMiftreſs, 
Ou have fo learned Chriſt, as now in the furnace, what 
aroſs, what Fand of faith may appar, muſt come 

ferth. I heard of the removal of your. fon Mr. Thomas ; 

Though I be dull enough in diſcerning, yet I was witneſs to 

ſome ſpiritual ſavourineſs of the zew-birth and hope of the Ve- 

furretien, which Ia in the hopefal youth, when he was, 
as was feared, a dying in this city, And ſince it was written 
and adviſedly appointed, in the ſpotleſs and holy decree of 
the Lord, where, and before what witneſſes, aud in what 
manner, whether by a fever, the mother being at the bed - ſide, 
or {ome other way in a far country, (dear patriarchs died in 

Egypt, precious to the Lord have wanted burials, ful. Ma. 

| 4 your ſafeſt will be, ts be filent, and command the heart 

do utter no repining and fretting thoughts of the holy diſpeu- 

ſation of » 1. The M n is yond the hazard of diſpute, 

the rogers youth is perſected and. glorificd. 2. Had the 

1 r lien year and day piined beſide a witneſſing mot her. it 

had been pain and grief lengthned out to you in many porti- 

deut, and every parcel would have been a little death: now His 
holy Majeſty hath, in one lump and maſs, hronght ty your 

ears the new, and. hath not divided the grief in many pors 
tien, 3. It was not yeſterday's thought, or the other year's 

4 | atute ; but a ceunſel of the Lord of old; and, Who can 

| each the Almighty knowledge ? 4+ There is na way of quiet 
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ing the mind. and of ſilencing the heart of a nethes, but 
godly ublichen: the readieſt way for peace and conſolat ton 
to clay-vefſels, is, that it is 4 firoke of the Porter and Former 
of all things; and fince the holy Lord bath looſed the grzp, 
when it was faſtned lure on your part, I know your lige, 

i yield: It is rat ſafe to be at 
pu Lig and drawing with the omnipotent Lord; let the pull 
go With him, for be is rong; and ſay, Thy will be dowe in 
gr h, as it is in beaven . 5. His hoiy method and orde, is to 
ho « tired; ſometime the busband before the wife, and ſome 
time the ſen before the mother; ſo hath the only wilt God. or- 
ere: and when he is [=nr before 2nd not loft, in all things 
give thanks. G. Meditate not too much one the fad 6ircumptan. 
res, the tber was not witnels to the laſt fight, poſſibly can- 
not get leave to wind the ſon, nor to Weep over his grave, 
and he was in a ſtrange land: There is a lie zearneſs to hea- 
ven out of all the countries of the earth. 7. This did nat 
fring out of the duſt; feed and grow fat by this medicine, 
and fare of the only wiſe Lord: it is art and the bill of faith 
to read what the Lord writes upon the crofs, and to ſpell and 
conſtruct right u ſe/> ; often we miſca words and ſenten- 


ces of the cr, and cither put nnſeufe on his rods, or bury 
den bis Ma jelty with ſlande/s an miſt ckes, When he ininds © 


tor us thoughts of peace ard love, even. to do us gie in 
che latter end. 8. It is but a private ftrobe on à family, and 
litrle' to the publick arrows ſhot againſt grieved Joſeph, and 
che affiided; but ah dead, ſenſleſs and guilty people of God; 
this is the day ol Jacob's trouble. 9. Fhere a bad way of 
will wallowing of a temptation, and not 87 ke it, or 
laying it out of memory without any victoriouſneſs of faith; 
che Lotd, who forbids fainting, forbids alſo d-\pifing : hut it 
is eaſier to counſel than to ſuffer; the only wile Lord furniſh 

-tience. It were not amiſs to cali home the other yourh, } 
aum not à little afflicted for my Lady Kenmure's condition; 1 
detice, when you {ie her, remember my humble reſpects ta 
her: My wife heartily remenmers ner to you, and is wounded 


Sauch ia mind with your- preſent condition, and ſuffers with 


vou. Grace be with you. Sh 
St. Andrews, May 4. 1660. Trg in the Lord, S. R. 
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1 Letter from Mr. Samuel Rutherfoord to Mr. William Gu- 
thry, when the Army was at Stirling, after the Defeat at 
Dunbar, and the Ged(y in tot Welk were falfly 9 
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with intended Ci mpliance with the Cſurpere, abrut the 
Time when theſe Debates, and that Dijjerence eencerning 
the pitblick Reſolutions aroſe. | 
Reverend Brother, | 
Did not dream of ſuch thortneſs of breath, ard fainting 
in the way toward our country. 1 thought | tad no more 
to do but die in my neſt, and bow down my fſiniul head, ard 
let him put 07 the crown, and ſo end. I have ſuffered much 3 
but this is the thickeſt darkneſs, ard the ſtraiteit ſtep of the 
way I have yettrode. I (ec more ſuffering yet bebind, and I 
f fear from the keepers of the Vine. Let me obtain of you, that 
| - de would preis upon the Lord's people, that they would 
and far off from eſe merchants ot ſouls, com't in amongſt 
' you. If the way revealed in the word be that way, we then 
. theie ſoni-coopers and traffickers ſhew not the way of 
{alvaticon. Alas alas! poor I am utterly loſt, my ſhare of 
| Heaven is gone, and my hope is periſhed, and I am cur off 
| | from the Lord, if hitherto cut of the wa: but I dare not judge 
kind Chriſt; for if it may be but permitted, (wit's reverence 
| to his greatneſs and highneſs be it ſpoken) I will hetore wit- 
| rTirffes produce his own hand, that he faid, 1 w the way, 
alk thou in it: and he cannot except agar: his own lea!. 
| I profels, Fam almoſt broken and a little tleepy, and would 
lain put off this body; but this is my infirmity, who would 
be under the ſhadow and covert of that good land, ance to be 
| without the reach and blaſt of the terrible one. But 1 am 
2 cool; there is none that can over-bid, or take my lodging 
| ouer my head, fince Chriſt hath taken it for me. Dear Bro- 


* — —_ _—_— ____ — 8 0 


ther, help me, and get me the help of their prayers who are 
with you, in whom is my delight, Lou are much ſuſpected 
of intended compliance; I mean not of you only, but of al! the 
people of God with you. It is but a poor thing, the fulhilling 
df my joy; but let me obteſt all the crious ſeekers of his ace, 
his ſecret ſealed ones, by the ſtrongeſt contulations of the 
Spirit, by che gentleneFs of [clus Chriſt, that Piagt of Re- 
non, by your laſt accounts, nd A before God. 
/ when the white thecue ſhall be ſet up, be nat deceived with 
| their fair words: though my {pirit be aſtoniſhed at che cun- 
ning diſtinctions, which are fbund out in the matters of the 
Covenant, that help may be had againſt thele men; yet my 
| heart trembiechto entertain the leaſt thought of joining with 
theſe decrivers. Grace, grace be with you, Annen. 
©] St. Andrews, Tour 6208 Brother in ow common Lo d 
| . | and Suyiour, S. R. 
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Fer my Reverend Rrother, Ci, Sidler in Bouds, 
Mr. James Gutury, Mimſtey of the Goſpel al Stirling. . 
: Dear Brothers | | N. g 


XE are very oft comforted with the word: of promiſe g 
though we fumble not a little at the work of holy 


.«providen-e : Some earthy * flouriſtung as à green herb, 
und the peopie of God tounte 


; ted as ſheep for the ſtaugbter, and 
billed a toe day long; and yet both word of promiſe, and 
works of providence, are from him, whoſe ways are equal, 
ſtrai ght, holy and ſportlels. As for me, when I think of God's 
diſpenſations, he might juſtly have brought to the nurket- 
erois, anc. co the light, my unſeen and ſecret abominations, 
wiiich would, have been no ſmall reproach to the holy name, 
and precious truths of Chriſt; but in mercy he hath covered 
theſe, and ſhapen and carved out more honourable cauſes of 
ſutfering, of which we 4c unworthy, And now, Dear Bro- 
ther, much depends upon the way and manner of ſuffering; 
elpecially, that his precious. truths he owned, with all hea. 
venly boldneſs; and a reaſon f our hope given in meekneſs 
and icar'y, and the royal crown, and tb ſupremacy of 
our Lord jeſus Chriit, the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
zvouched,. as becometh: For certain it is, Chriit will reign 
tue Father's King in mount Zien; and his fern Coverant 
will not he buried. It is not denied, but our praMeal breach of 
Covenant firſt, and then our legal breach thereof, by enacti 
the ſame miſchief, and framing, it into a law, may heavily 
provoke dur iweeteſt Lord: yet. there are afew names in the 
2 that have not defiled their garments ; and a boly ſeed, 
on whom the Lord wil! haveanercy, like the four or five olive» 
berrics upon the top of the ſhaken olive-tree, and their eye 
Mall be toward the Lord their Maker. Think it not ſtrange, 
that men deviſe againſt you, whether it he to exile, the earth 
is the Lord's; or perpetual impriſonment, the Lord is your 
light aud liberty; or a violent and publick death, for the 
kingdom of heaven conſiſts in a fair N of glorified 
mart y:s, and witneiles, of whom ſeſus Chriſt is the chief Wit- 
neis, who far that cauſe was horn, and came into the World. 
Happy are ye, if you giye teſtimony to the world of your pre- 


ferring Jeſus Chriſt to all powers; and the Lord will make the 


innocency and chriſtian loyalty of his.defamed and ported, 


witnell-s in.this land, to ſhine to after-gererations, and will, 
take che Man-child up to Cd and to his throne and prepare. 
e TI: 
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1 baden place in the wilderneſs for the Mother, and caute 
the earth to heſp the Woman, Be not terriſied; fret not: 
Forgive your evemies : Bleſs nd curie not; for though both 
ou and I ſhould be nent. fad and heavy is the judgment and 
indignation from the Lord, that is abiding: the unfaitliful 
Watchmen of the Church of Scotland. The fouls inder the 
altar ace crying for juitice, and thore is an anſwer returned 
already: The Lord's talyation will not tarry. Caſt the hur- 
then of wife and children on the Lord Chriſty he czres for you 
and them: Your blood is precious in his fight, The ever- 
iaſting conſolations of che Lord bear you up, ind give you 
hope: For your falvatiob (if not deliverance) is concluded, 
Ee Andrews, Feb. 13. 1961. Tour own. By other, S. R. 
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TD ABERDEEN. 
Reverend au dearly belowed in the Lord, 1 

Race he to you, and peace from God our Father, and from 
LF the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, There were fame who rendred. 
thanks, with knees bowed to him, of whom is named the 
whole family in heaven and earth, when they heard of your 
work of faith, ed labour ef lobe, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Fejus ; and te joyced not a little, that where Chriſt was 
fearce navied in avourinels and power of the Golpe!l, cvenain 
Aberdeen, that there Chriſt hach « few »ames precious to 
bim, Who hall walk with him in white. We looked. on it 
he knoweth, wiom we deſire to ſet ve in our ſpirit, in the 
Goſpel of his San) as a part of the fulfilling of that, The wile 
terneſs and ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them; ant the 
#efert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as a roſe : But now it is more 
grievous to us than a thouſand deaths, wher. we hear that 
you are ſhaken, and fo Toon removed from that, which you 
once acknowledged to be the way of God. Dearly beloved, 
the ſheep follow Chri/t, wha 'calleth them by name : a ſtranger 
they well not follow, but they flue from him, tor they know uot 
tha wire of a ſtranger. You know the way, by which you 
were ſealed to the day of redemption; and ye received the 
Fri by the heating of faith: part not with that way, excert 
ve lee there be no 5215 for your fouls therein; neither liſten ta 
them, char ſay, many were converted under Ep?fcopat; as 
well as under Preshyterial Government: and yet the godly 
gave teitimony aguonſt the biſnops; for the inftrawents of 
converſion lothed . ach, With the ceremonies thereof, 
and never ſcaled it with their ſufferings, Bug we mall defire 
PR ty 25 ee | iümtances 
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inſtances of any engaged by oaths, and by che ſufferings of the 
faithful meflengers of Cod, and the maniteſtation of the Lord's 
preſerc,, in the way you Bow forlake, who yet turned from. 
Ui, ard went one ſtep toward ſinful ſepacationg and did ie in 
that way you now aim at, and did yet flouriſh and grow in 
grace: Hut we can bring proofs of many who leſt it, and 
went further on to abominable wagy orerrar. And you have it. 
not in your power, where you {hall lodge at night, having once 
left the way of God; and many we know, loſt peace and commu» 
vion with God, and tell in a condition of withering, and not 
being able to find their lovers, were forced to return to their 
firſt Hushand, We ſhall entteat you, conſider what a ſtum- 
blin;, it is to malignant oppolers of the way and cauſe of God, 
who with their cars heard you, and with their eyes ſav you, 
ſo ſtrenuouily take part with the godly in their ſufferings, and 
prof is your ſelves for religion, truth, doctrine, government 
of the houſe of God, his Covenant and cauleg if now you 
build again what 'you once deſtroyed, and deſtroy what .you 
bullded; and ſhall j ou not make your lelyes., by ſo du! 5 
tramgreſſors? How fhall it wound the hearts of the godly, 
Pain the protefion, 61rken the glory of the Goſpel, ſhake the 
faith of many, weaken the hands of all, if you, and you firſt 
of all in this kingdom, ball ſtretch out the hands to rare the 
walls of bur Jerxſulem, by reaſon of which the Lord made 
her terrible, £5 army with banners ; for, when kings came, and 
ſaw the palaces and bul marks thereof, they marvelled and 
were troull:d, and haſted away; feat tcok hold of them there, 
and pain as of a mornan in travail. And we thall be grieved, 
it you ſhould be heirs to the guiltineſs af breaking down the 
fame hedge of rhe Vineyard, for the which the (ad tadignation 
of God purſueth chis day the royal family, many nobles, houles 
reat 2nd (air, ard all the prelatical party in theſe three king- 
; v6 And when your dear brethren are weak and fainting, 
mall we believe that you will leave us, and be divided from 
this ſo Welled a conjunction? The Lord ſeſus Chriſt, we truſt, 
ſhall walk in the midſt of che golden candlefſticks, and bg 
with us, it you will be gone from us. | Beloved in the Lord, 
we caruot but be perſwaded of berter things of you and we 
{hall got conceal from you, that we are ignorant what fo an- 
ſwer, when we are reproved on your behalf, in regard that 
your chauge to another goipel-way (which the Lord avert) 
is ſo much the, more ſcandalous, that the ſudden alter2tiong 
unknown to us before, now overtaketh you, When men come 
TY, IN ” amongik 
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amongſt you, againſt whom the furrows of the fields of Sr 
lar do &mplain. Forget not, dear bretbren, that Chriſt 
bath now che fan in his hand, ard this is allo the day of the. * 
Lord, that jhall burn as an oven; and that Chriſt now t- 


teth as Refiner of fiiver, purifying the ſons of Levi, aud pur- 
Zing them «5 gold and fil er, that they may offer unto the Lord 
| an cffering of righteouſneſs : and theſe that beep the word of 
his (not their own) patience, ſhall be delivered from the bour | 
7 bt inptetion, that ſhal come om all the earth to try tbe m. 
you exclude all non-converts from t e viſible city of God, | 
in which daily multitudes in Scotland, in all the four quar- | 


ters of the land, above whatzver our fathers ſaw, throng in 
to Chriſt, ſhall they not be left ito the lions and wild beaſts 
of the foreſt, cven to Teſuits, Seminary-priefis, and other 
ieducers * for the magiſtrate hath. no power to compe! them 
to hear the Golpel, nor have you any Church-power over 1 
them, as you teach; and they bring not love to the Goſpel. 
and to Chriſt out of the vromb with them, and ſo they muſt 
be jett to embrace what religion is moſt ſuitable to corrupt 
nature: Nor can it be a way approven by the Lord in ſori 
ture, to excommunicate from the viible Church (Which is 
the c ſſice · houſe of the tree grace of Cbriſt, and his draw- net) 
al the multitudes 0! non- converts, baptized, and viſibly 
within the Covenant of grace; which are in Great Britain, 
and all the reformed Churches; and ſo to ſhut the gates ot the 
Lord's gracious calling upon all theſe, becauic they ace not in 
your judgment, cholen to {alvation, whra once you are withe' 
in your elves: For how can the Lord call Egypt bis people, 
a Aria the work of bis hands, and all the Gentiies (Wh 
for number are as the flocks of Nedar, and the abundance of 
the Sea) the kingdorns of cur Lord, and of his Chriſt, if you. 
number infarts, as many do, and all ſuch as your Chacity 
cannot judge converts, as others do, among Heathens and Pa- 
ars, who have rot 2 viſible claim and intereſt in Chriſt r | 
he candieftick is not yours, nor the houſe; but Chriſt haze *- 
eth and removeth the one, and buildeth or caſterh down the 
other, according to bis ſovereignty. We in humility judge 
Hur elves, though the chief of ſinners, the ſons of Zion, and 
| of the ſeed of Chriſt : if you remove from us, and carry from 
Yience the candleſtick, let our Father be Judge, and ſhew 
us, why the Lord hath bidden you come out trom among us. 
We look upon this viſible Church, though black and 2 
| as. the hopital and gueſt-bouſe of lich, halt, nuimed, | 
Ne | | 00 withered, 
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withered, cr which Chriſt is Lord · phyſieian and Maſter; 
and we would wait upon theſe that are not yet in Chrilt, as 
car Lord waited upon us and you both. We therefore, your 
brethren, children of one Father, cannot but, with tears and 
exceeding Fro of heart, earneſtly entreat, beſeech, and ob- 


teſt you by the love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his ſuffe- 


rings, and precious raniom he paid for us both, by the con- 
{lations of his Spirit, by your appearance before the dread- 
ful tribunal of our Lord ſeius; yea, and charge you before 
God and the ſame Lord Jeſus, who ſhall judge the quick and 
the dead, at his appearing, and in his king heh: reak not 
the {pirits and hearts of thoſe to whom you are dear as their 
vwn ſoul, ſorſake not the aſſemblies of the le of Gd, let 
us not divide. Not a few of the people of God, in this ſhire 
of Fifs, in whoſe name I now write, dare fay, it you depart, 
you ſhall leave Chriſt behind you with us, and the golden- 
candleſticks, and ſhall caſt your ſelves (we much fear) out of 
the hezrts and prayers of thauſands, dear te Jelus Chriſt in 
Scotland : Therefore, before you fix judgment and practice 
on any untroden path, let 4 day of humiliation. be agreed 
upon by us all, and our Father's mind and will enquired, 
through our one common Saviour, and let us ſee one anothers 
faces at heſt conveniency, and plead the intereſt of Chriſt, and 
be comforted, and not ſtumble at your ways. So expecting 
waur anſwer, we ſhall pray that the God of peace, that brought 

ain from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of 


. the _—_ through the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
e 


may make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 


2 in you that which is well-pleaſing in his fight, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall remain 
St. Andrews, Tour affeticnate Brot her in tht Lord, S. R. 
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25 By another Author. 
- Chriſtian Reader, F 


Hoſocver thou art, into whole hands theſe Letters 
may come, in order to thine on eſtabliſhment in 
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* the truth, and continuing. in the faith of God's 
#144, grounded and. ſettied, and that thas mn net moved 
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away 
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away from the hope of the goſpel, where. thou haſt beard, by 
the flight of neu, and cunning oraftineſs, wherewith they Jy in 
wait to decerve ; thou art deſired to take rotice, to hat 
d read ful and ſtrong deluſions, ſuch who were ring-leaders in 
thiz ſeparation, together with not a few of their followers 
( ſome pogo” becauſe God hath excepted them; and I pray, 
that he may Til} both except them, and let them ſee allo the 
ſin of what accetſion they had to this, which is f> puni- 
ſhed in others, while they are paſt by and preterved) have 
been leſt, and given up of God. Remember with fear aud 
trembling, how the grest God, who confirmeth the word 1 
his ſervants, and performeth the conn/el f his weffengers, hath 
ful filled upon many. of thoſe, who tell off trum, and forſgok 
the communion of his Church of Scotland, ther which big 
great Seer much upon his Maſter's ſecrets, becaute he had 
frequent accels to lean His head upon his hreait, who came out 
of the tather's boſum) foreſaw would follow upon this turring- 
aide, and fall upon the head of iuch forlakers of a Church, ſo 


| often honoured y-receiving lignal teſtimonies of the great 
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Bridegrom's love towards her, as his Spouſe, in rejoices o- 
ver ber with ſinging, and ſo frequently helped, to give him 
-- teſtimonies of her endeared affectiun to him, es her Head 
Huband, ſupreme Lord and Governor, In this we may thro”' 
grace humbly boaſt (nay, deipiſe or -envy who will, we cat»: 
not do leſs, without being guilty of the baſeſt inpratitude) 
that we have not been inferior (O bleſſed be his grace to 
whom we ow it ! and it is for the commendation of his glo- 
rious goodnels we mention it) whatever we were beyend then, 
to any Church we know upon the earth. It is true, this ſuc- 
ceſſion ſeemed at the firſt but 2 {mull remove (O that there 
they had ſtopped the lr earreet and ſtood without going F- 
ward, When it was downward) and in a matter wherein the 
great foundations of the Goſpel were not ſo immediately cons 
cerned, nor ſtruck at; yet, after they had gone forth from us 
(as a witneſs of his diſpleaſure againſt that rent and ſehiſm, 
made in his Body; and that the truth of what his faithful ſer- 
vant had foreteld them, would be the ifſue of that courſe 
might bs verified; viz. That if they departed, they ſhould 
leave Chriſt behind them. keying houſe with their Mother, 
as his Wife, in whoſe face the ſpit, and in rutning thus 
away, had made foo!'s haſte from home) there was no ſtands 
ing norfiging, till the moſt fervid and furious drivers in that 
rent, rofied' chem ſelyes' headlony; into this abyſs of all ahorts 
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nations; Eeſperate Cotti) And fo that place bscatie thert® — | 
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aitcr the ſcat, ſeminary, and ſeed - plot, wherein this root of 
bitterneſs, whereby the Church ＋ Chrift is trouble d, and ma- 
ny deſiled, hath ſprung up. And I would alſo ftir up thy pare 
mind, by way of remembrance, that thou mayit be eſtabliſhed 
in the preſent truth, beſeeching thee to conſider with awful 
regard, how ond pariſh particularly in the Weft ot Scotland, 
with ſome perſons in the adjacent places, tcriaking us, and 
falling off from us, upon the lame pretence, were hkewiie in 
the ſame marmer (after other ſignifications of his diſpleaſure 
againſt their way, evident beyond denial, and cuntributive to 
the eſtabliſhment of ſuch, who take notice thereot) left of the 
Lord, after their many other wandrings, to piunge and preci- 
rome themlelyes into this ditch, and voy pit; in · which po- 

ure they ſtill ly, without pitying .themlelves, or imploring 
the help of others. And though theſe, and the like, might 
have been warning {uffictent, to all the profeſſors of the truth, 
to have continued in his goodneſs, hilt they bebeid the juſt 
leyerity of God upon them which fell; yer, I cannot conceal 
ir, that, as it is a grief, beyond all that the ſerious ſervants 
of the Lord have groned under, or do find, becauſe of their 
other ſufferings, to ſee how many have followed theſe perni · 
cious ways, by reaſon of whom, the way of truth is evil ſpo- 
ter o; ſo it fills them with amazement, anxiety, yea, ſinking 
and inſupportable forrow, to ſee not a tew 3 of the 
truth, ſo little touched at the heart for, and troubled at the 
power and preyalency of theſe ſoul-murdering deluſions; but 
walking with as little care, circvmſpeRtion and fear of com- 
ing near this ſpreading tontagion, as if they did not thereby 
provoke the Lord to leave them to that, which ought to be e- 
qually lothſom and hateful to their fouls, with hell. Is is 
not ſtrange, that ſome will ſtan I aloof from Prelates, and pro- 
felis an hatred at, and abhorrence of Popery, Arminianiſm, E- 
raſtianiſm, Sccinianiſm, Arrianiſm, Pelagianiſms Familiſmr, 
Antinomianiſm, Atheiſm, and Heatheniſm, &c. and yet, there 
will be à fearleſs, yea, familiar converiing with abominable 

uakers, without all due dread of being deſerted of God, and 
left to a defiling of themſelves with Satan's ſlime, wherewith 
they are beſmeared, and that botch of hell, which is running 
upon them, wherewith many, becauſa of their too near ap- 
proach, have been, and are infected; yea, and a ſpeaking of 
them as a kind of innocents (which if they be, Satay him 


ſelf. in bis warring againſt Michael and his angels, is not-nocent) 


and with leſs —_ and abhorrence, than of Fo the me 
if the term be 
1 e 


vr 


not only becauſe of what ſpecial power and influence Satan 
hath'been obſerved, by gracious and grave men, to have had 
over and upon the bodies and ſpirits of net a few of that mon- 
ftrous brood z but alſo hecauſe theſe have licked up, and 
ſwallowed down the dung of all theſe deſperate, foul-deftroy« 
ing hereſies, hatched in nell by the father of falſhoods and 
lies ; and whatſvever is in any of theſe moſt deadly and dams 
nable, that is, to them, their darling; and whatioever is the 
moſt mortal poiſon in the cap of their +hamirations, and hath 
the moſt eloſ and clgar connection with the deſtruction of the 
immortal foul, this they ſwallow down, and vomit it up, and 
pue it out again in every place, and with a piece of the black - 
art, peculiar te that tribe, diſh up this dung of hell, and fer 
it as Marne before ſuch, as they would make diſciples, to be 
ſupped up, and {wallowed down, that they may thereby pot- 
fon, >:-yond the power of an antidcie, thoſe fouls, whomthey 
leduice ; aud while they draw them after tuem, drown. them in 
tha fame perdition with themſelves. Theſe are the poor inno- 
cents you talk of; what a wonder and atonithment is it, that 
ihe very tink of hell, which cometh forth at their impure and 
poliuted mouths, in blaſphemies againſt God, his Chriſt, his 
Spirit, his word, his precious and pure ordinances, the pure 
chaſe of the Blood of Chriſt, and the means of fellowſnip with 
the Father, and with bis Son Jeſus Chrift, fhould not make 
all, who arc, or would be repute Lovers 1 our Lord Feſus 
Chrift in fincer ity, abhor them, as the moſt odious vermine, 
and black locutts, that ever crawled out of che infernal lake, or 

roaked upon the face of the earth, and fee the ſound of their 
blaſphemous belchings, as the very ſibilation of the old ſerpent. 
If the Spirit of God call a fron tr marry, and command « 
ing to abſtain from meats, Loe decbrines of devils, what name or 
notion can be fallen upon, or, found fit to unfold the nzture 


ol that doctrine, comprehenſive of all cheſe doctrines of devilz, 


whereby the goſpel hath been from the . beginning oppoſ ed, 
through Satan's black art, and utmoſt mal ice? as if in this one 
hape, and fize of the enemies to the goſpel, were gathered 
together ard cemented all the ſeveral parties, that ever A 


 baddon and Apollyon commanded in his ſeveral gxpeditions a- 


gainit the Prince Michael. For this at once, and for ever, 


rot in parcels, and by conſequence, makes void tie whole go- 
of the grace of God, the all of that bleſſed contriva ves 


ſpel 


of falyation, by the Son of God, as a lain Saviour. Thisis | 
uch N ee and groſs perverſionof the ze hn 


es 
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>, 4 if the apoſtles: who had the Aa af. God, who had the 


mind of Chriſt, ho had received the ſpirit of love, aud of a 
ſound mind, who being hilled with the Holy Ghoſt. ſpoke ,to 
a ſeducing Klemas,. ſeeking to turn away the vepury, defiring 
ta hear the word of Gd, from the faith (the perſons are of 
the ſme practice, and this is the poſt, here the captain {ets 
them to ſtand. ceutry) in thel: terms, O full of all ſuatiſty, and 
all r:i/chief, thou hid of the deuil, tho enemy of all rig ate- 
1 wilt not thou ce aſe to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
Would ye have ipoke to then in another ſtile or rain, being 
rſons of the ſame practice? and this is the prey the) hunt 
Dr. by perverting the right ways of the. Lord, to turm men 
from the faith, once delivered to the ſaints, and to turn away 


the ear of any, whom they oblerve deſirous to hear the Word 


& God, from the truth, that they may turn them unto their 
\a{phemous fables, and bewit ch even theſe into a diſobedience 
to the, goſpel, before whoſe eyes, Jeſus Chriſt hat been evi- 
dently ſet forth arutified amongſt tbem. Yea, if be would, 
and actually did curſe, even an angel from heaven, upena ſu 
poſition of 2 leſs aud lower degree of perverſion of the goipel 
of Chriſt, how would he have ſent this rate of mtn!2-peckiog, 
without more ado, the way he ſent M meneus and Alexander, 
hom he delivered unto Satan, that they might leatn not to 
blaſpheme ? as. after his example; many of them were dealt 
with, by our faitbta] men, when in caſe, who, by drawing out 
church-cenſures, delivered the body from being gangren'd 
by ſuch members 3 but while we are now kept from making 
uſe of this moſt proper remedy, the Holy Ghoſt hath N 
ic, in a moſt tremenduous manner, and with ſuch a Witneg, 
as he muſt be blind, Who ſeeth them not carry about with 
them the blackeſt · like badge, and moſt unqueſt ionable · like cha- 
raqter and cog ni ſancæ of being cut off from that Church, hat 
he waſheth with bis own blood, which they are leit to blaſ- 
heme, and trample under foot, that ever any rate of apo- 
tes were ſtigmatiz'd with," And that other diſciple likewriſe, 
who br-athes iorth ſo much of love, is maſt ng wrt in prei- 
fing thoſe, hem be perſwades to the love of Chriſt, and ot 
the brethren, to a profeſſe d deteſtation of ſueh enemirs 10 


Chriſt, in {o much that he will not have any, who would wit- 
neſs their love to him, who witneſſed his love to his ptople, 
Ln ſendins his only begotten Sn intu the world, to be à propitia- 


tion for their fins, and that they who werd dead in fins and 


#refpaſſes, might live through bim, to receive them into their 


houſcs, or give fuck factors for datan the leaſt of countenance 
yy eee - 
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qr eneduragement. And here, by the way, let me ſet hefore 
thee the practice af that gt man of God, Mr. Jobn Living- 
ſton (ot whom, without vanity, cr being judged to hold mens 


perſons in admiration jor advantage, I tear not to ſay, That in 
' the day he was taken ap from us, I knew net ſo great an am- 


baſſader for Chriſt, left bobind upon the ear. G to fee ſome 
on whom this Klzjab's mantle is fallen!) as fit pattern in the 
caſe tr thy imitation; who, when one of theſe maſter-ſedu- 
cers, and grand trafhclers to defile the world, and bewitch is 
into the lame damnable detufion, whereto he, as a juſt. puniſh- 
ment for his levity in religion, and what he himſelf may know 
beſides, was left, n old cquaintanee, came to make 
him a viſit, would not receive him into his houſe, as judging, 
he could not otherwite have witneſſed his having received ſe- 
ſus Chriſt co dweil in his heart and houſe, than by ſuch a pra- 
E122 4, and herein he made bimſelf an example for us, to fal- 
low {uch a {ollower of God, as a dear child. O let all, who hope 
to be ſaved by ſeſus Chriſt, and to whom God hath made bim 
wi ſdim, n ſanttifiaction and redemption: All, w 
know no other way of being juſtified before the tribunal of God, 
but by the imputed righteouſneſs of him, whoſe name is, The 
Lord our Righteouſneſs ;, or ſa ved and fantined, but by his 
working, ia them, to will and to do, who hath redeemed them 
from their vein converſation by his own blood: All who, being 
juſtified by faich, have ever had, or hope to have peace with 
God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt : All, who now fit together 
in heavenly places in Curiſt, and who are preſerv2d by the power of 
God, through faith unto ſalvation: All, who know no other 
Fountain to bathe their leprous foul in, nor Stream to bleach 
their ſpotted and back ſouſ by, that they may eppear before God 
without ſpot,but the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which cleanjeth from 
«ll iniquity, even his blood, who for this purpoſe did, 1 
. the eternal Spirit, offer ap himſelf withoat ſpot unto God: All, 
who have found the ſweetneſs of the ſcriptures, and have felt 
how their heart burnt within them, while be talked with then, 
and opened theſ2 unto them, and their car and heart to receive 


What wWas ſaid: All, who have been by theſe zac wiſe unte [ale 


vation: All, that ever have had acceſs toGed through Chriſt, and 

know no other way of being accepted, but in the Beloved: AV 
who ſee themſelves (and the devil hath put out his eyes, wha& | 
ſees it not) under a neceſſity, though in a clean ſtate, of max- 
ing daily uſe of the blood of Chriſt, is order co 2 keeping up 
of fellowſhip betwixt them, and the Father, and his Son Je- 

ſus Chriſt, while here, and of being admitted to have a part 
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raye, under the comfortable hope of a glorious reſurrection 


fins, and an inheritance amongſt them that are JOSE 
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with him hereafter (for chat man's feet ſnall never ſtand with-. 
in that glorious city, wher-into Aotbing that deſiloth, or wor- 

keth abomination, can enter, which Chriſt doth not waſky If 7 
wah thee net, thou ſhalt have no pari with me, is his own 
word to a perſon in a clean ſtate) All, to whoſe ſauls, after 
they bad received the ſentence of death in tbemſelves, God 
hath {poken peace upon the account of his Chriſt, vy ho is Gur 
peace: All,who knowing they can do nothing without him, live 
under a ſeen neceſſity of daily drawing ſtrength from Chriit, 
who works in them bith to will and to do, and muſt perfe® that 
which concerncth them, and took only tor the acceptation of 
their (ervice,in and rhzougph Chriſt : All, whole great All it is to 
be found in bim, in the day ef their appearence, nit having 
their own righteouſneſs, but that which is through the faith of 
Chriſt, even the righteouſneſs which is. of God by faith: All, 
who, becauſe they have finned, and come jhort of the glory of 
G:4, know no other way, but te throng in among tt thele un- 
gedly, who are juſtified jreely by bis grace, througo the redem- 
ption that is in Chrift Feſus, whim (3:4 bath ſet forth to be a 
$rop:tiation through faith in bis blud: All, whole eyes God 
hath openrd, and turned from darknejs to light, and from the 
wer of Satan unto God, tha! they may receive forgiveneſs 9 


* . — 5 . I 
through faith that e in bim All, who have,or hope to have 
e de mpſ ion through his blood, even the fergiveneſs of fins: All, 


19 whom he hath given an underſtanding to know bim that i; 


tra, ard in whoſe heart he hath written his law, and put Ms 
fear, that they ſhall not depart from him : All, into whole ſoul 
ue hath ſhined, to give them the light of the knowledge of the 


Flory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, while this goſpel is 


hid from others: All, who have received that Spirit which 
is of God, and not that ſpirit which is of the world, where- 
by the child of God is diſtinguiſhed from a natural man, who 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God (for the higheſt 
prep and perfection of natural mens light judgetbh theſe things 
voliſhneſs, The world through wiſdom knew not C) nelther 
can be tum them, becauſe they are [piritually diſcerned : 
All whoever have been made glad -in his houſe of prayer, 
and have been ad mittet ro walk with the King in the galleries, 
where he is held: All, to whole foul be heath endeared and com- 
mengod ordinances, and who heve found the Gaſpel to be the 
go wer of God unto ſalvation: All, who are begun partakers 
of the glory to be revealed, and who hope to lie down in the 


an 


— 
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aud ſhut their eyes ſinging, in the 1 Tabion that their vile 
body ſnall be changed, at it may be faſhioned like his glort- 


ous body, according to the working whereby he is, able even 


to fabdue all things to himſelf; and that they ſhall be caught; 
up inthe clauds, to meet the Lord in the air, and fo ſhall be 
ever with the Lord: All, who would abtain the ſalvation, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glory: In a word, all, 
who are Criſtians,” on whom that worthy name is called, as 
the badge of their profeſſion; Wu profeſs faith in him, 
whom God hath lens and ſealed to be the Saviour of the world; 
that one Mediator, vhich is between God and man, the Man 
Chriik ſeſus, who gave himſelt a Kanſom for all, to be teſti ied 
in due time; he who is the fecond Perion of the hleſſed T rinie 
ty, the eternal Son of God, equal to, and confubſtantial with 
the Father, but perſonally diſtin& from bim; incernate, by al- 
fuming the nature of man, in the womb cf the Virgin Mary, 
by which he became Immanuel, God and Man 1: two diſtin 
natures, unite in one ſingular Perſon 3 who is the Subſtance of 
the Goſpel, and tne Myſtery of Godlineſs: T his which compre- 
hends the AP of our falvation, and conſolation ; yea, the AIP 
of Chriſtian Keligion is ſo wrapt up herein, tht, watfoever 


itrikes at this, ſtrikes at name and thing of Chriſtian Roligi- 


on, robs us of the whole Goipel, ud turns us over into 
pure Heatheniſm, ſhuts us out eternally from all acce's to Cod, 
and makes our ſalvation for ever {imply impoſible z tor if we 
belicys not, thatHe is that He, we ſhall die in our fins; and yet 
every article of this, that they may for ever deſtroy the foun- 
dations of ſalvation, is by them oppug ned and ſubverted. They, 
putting a falſe chriſt inſtead of the true ſeius, the Son of David, 
our only Saviour; denying Chriſt to be the ſecond Perſon of 


the Trinity; denying Chriſt to be a ſingular Perſon; deny- 


ing Jeſus the Son of Mary to be the alone truc Chriſt; but af- 
firming Chriſt to be a common ſort of thing, to be found in 
every man, as it was in the Son of Mary, even the common 
light, to be found in the mind of every man in the world; Afe 
Hrming Jeſus the true Cluiſt, the Son of Mary, to be only an 


ordinary Veſſel, which containet! this light, as the ſpirit of 


every other holy man doth; and. fo, not only pulling down our 
exalted Prince from his throne of glory; but putting their 
falle prophets in his place, clothing them with the glory of 
his proper Titles, as being Chriit as well as be, becauſe con- 
taining the ſame light with his. Thus do they blaſpheme that 
worthy Name, by the which we are called: Thus da they rob 


our Saviour, the only Lord Jeſus Ckriſt, who is the Brightneb 
4 n 
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of the Father's glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, of 
his glorious Pr 1 and Majeſty; and, in contempt of this 
exalted Prince, and Saviour, clothe themſelves with the ſpoils 
of bis honour. And thus do they rob the Church of him, 
whom God hath gives to be her Head and Saviour; that fo, 
having turned the world with themſelves into a fynagogue of 
Satan, they” may enrich hell. This is the great myſtery of 
their niquity, and a monſter it is, in ſhe and ſubſtance, and 
in all dimenſions of devilry, prodigious, beyond any ſhape, 
Satan ever yet aſſumed, or wherein he ſhewed himſelf in the 
world. Tbe Lord rebuke thee, O Satan! even the Lord, who 
hath ſent his only begotten Son into the world, to be the a- 
lone propitistion for fins, and prepared him a Body {or that 
pur poſe: Rebuke' thee, ought to be the conſtant language of 
the heart of every'one to whom Chriſt is become a Saviour, 
vil he caſt forth this blaſphemous ſpirit out of thols de mouiacki. 
For what elſe is this, which proceedeth our of the nouth of 


ſuch perions, but pure Helliſm * No man, ſure, who hath e- 


ver heard the Goſpel! of the grace of God, or is acquainted 
with the very firſt principles of the Oracles uf God, but he 
miſt conclude, men of that ſpite, maiice and dialect, men who 
ta!k at this rate of raiiing againſt our Immanuel, apainlt his 
holy Child ſeſus, that Child born unto us, and that Son gi- 
ven unto us, who is yet che mighty God, the everlaſting 
Father, the Prince of Peace, muſt be the very candidates or 


hell, and have commen:ced in the infernal regions, where more 


black, more abominable, more horrid and bold blaſphemies, 
canvot be belſhed forth. I ſay therefore, O let all, who have the 


Name of Chriſt called upon them; Al, to whom that bleſſed 


Name is as ointment poured forth, and to who:a he is precious, 


even he whom the Father hath laid in Zion, for a Foundation 
and Corner-ſtone 4 ciffatlowed indeed of theſe builders, but 


choſen of God and precious: All, who ſeek a fure reſting place 


for their ſoul; for whofoever believeth on him, ſhall not be 
aſhamed. : And all, who know no other ſolid toundation; for o- 
ther foundationcan no man lay than that is laid, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt. he is the ſure and ſole Foundation: Let them carry to- 


wards this race of 8 trom the very real proteſſion of 
Cnriſtianity, zs Satan's ſpecial agents and emiflaries, who with 


2 malice infuſed by their maſter,” and reſembling him, and a 
peculiar kindneſs, fury and rage, as ſet on fire by hell, blaſ- 
heme the true Saviour, our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, Who, bein 
Poems of the hers according to the Reth, is God over 3 


| bleſſed T7 ver and fęht againſt that one, that alone way | 
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bf fualvation, Which is now made maniſeſt Dy the appeatin 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who bath aboliſhed” death, an 
hath brought life and immortality to light cùhrough the Goſ- 
pel. And in profecution of this: war, aud purſuance of 
this open hoſtility againſt heaven, and that it may appeat 
whoſe angels they are, under whoſe banner they ght, Who 
ſends them, ſervet himſelf by them, ſets them on work, and 
drives them in their reſtlels compaſſing of fea and land, to 
. Þ: ofelyte poor fouls, and draw them into the ſame conſpiracy 
with themielvts againſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the alone 
way of {alvacion by him they oppoſe, as incenſed with malice 


and rage, the Mediator's Miniſters and Meſſengers, ſert forth 


to preach this everlaſting Goſpe!, and to paint forth the Lamb 


of Gd, who taketh away the fins of the world: And while 


y are preaching the Kingdom of Cod, and teaching, thoſe 
things which concern the Lord ſeſus Chriit, ſetting torth 
Chriſt evidently cracified before their eyes, that they may 
look unto him and. be ſaved ; and preaching falvation in the 
Name of this ſeſus of Natareth, and. teſtifying, that as God 
hath exalted him to be a Prince and a 5aviour, to give repens. 
tance and forgiveneſs of fins 5 f there is no other name gi 
ven under. heaven, by which men muſt be ſaved ; Theſe are 
the glad tidings of great joy for all the people, which make 
the teet of him who publiſheth them veautifial, and this is the 
main of the Goſpel of the grace of God (yea, that without 
which there is no Goſpel and no Salvation) that all may know 
#{uredly, that through this Man, who is both Lord and Chrift, 
is 'preached unto them the forgiveneſs of fins, aud that b 
him, all that believe are juſtißed trow all things, from which 
they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes : While, I lay, 
his Miniſters are about this, ſtriving according to his N 
ing, which worketh in them mightily, theſe falſe prophets 
and ſeducers, aiter the ſame method and. malice of Bar- je ſus, 
withſtand them, and ſeek to turn away their hearers from 
the faith; yea, they {eek to diffiyade the people from hearing 
the Lord's Meſſengers ſpeaking the Lord's meſſage, in the 
very ſtile and ſtrain ard ſpirit of Rahſbatkeb; Let not theſe 
men: (ſay they of the Miniſters of Chriſt ) deceiyo you, net- 
ther let chem make you truſt in the Zord Feſtes Chrift, ſaying, 
This Lord Jeſus will ſave you to the utmoſt: Hearken not 


_ Utito them, turn you to the light within you. This common 


thing, that is to be found in every man, that's che chriff 
which muſt ſave you, and not this Chriſt, the only Son of God, 
( as they talk, and would perſwade you ) Toaraats by alſim- 
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ing the nature of man in the wore of the Virgin Mary. And 
if, amongſt all theſe Ambaſſadors, to whom the Miniſtry of 
reconciltation is committed, there be one, more eminently 


qualified than another, to whom his Maſter bath given a ſpe- 


cial fpiricual dexterity in beſeeching, praying, and perſwa- 
ding wen to be reconciled unto God, who hath made his 
only begotten Son, the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, Sin for them, that 
hey may be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him; One, 
wheſz Giving light, and burning zeal proves him to be 2 
Star held in his Maſter's right hand; One whem Jeſus Chiriſt 
doth nioſt remarkably countenance, in his adminiſtrations, in 


m king maniſeſt the favour of his knowledge by him among? 


the people; One, highly eſteemed for his work's fake, and 
endeared to the lovers ot our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for his caring 
naturally for the flock, and travailing in birth till Chri 


be formed in his hear ers; One by whoſe miniſtry Satan's do- 


minion over ſouls is deſtoyed, and they vindicate into the 
g:orious liberty of che Sons of God: Then, as if they were 
the ſole lruſſeet that Satan had upon the earth, and his only 


jane ſaries {fitted for that work; or, as if they were ſent expreſs 


from hell, they ſet themſelves in oppoſition to this man, 
and all who walk with him in the {ame ſpirit, and in the 
{ame ſteps. and do all they can, by their bawling, to blaſt 
the Minifry of ſuch a worker together with God. As the 
Miniiters of ſeſus Chriſt are the men in the world, againſt 
whom they have the moſt pure and perfect hatred; ſo, it is 
2gainſt thoſe Miniſters, more particularly, who are moſt 
tender and cdifying, and by whole labour amongſt the prople, 
their Lord and Maſter, who ſent them, ſees of the travail of 
his Soul, and is fatisfied, that they, as the miniſters of Satan, 
ſet themſelves. Very fit meſſengers of Satan are they, if any 
were caught up to the third heaven to buffer him. I ap- 
pea! in this matter to the experience and obſervation of all, 
Who take notice of their way; and how little they trouble 
others, their maſter caring little, or finding little damage 
to his dominion and kingdom, by theſe lazy H-hie and idle 
Joiterers. Eff 4 
Let this ſhort Lint of that unhallowed generation put us, 
not only to weep to ſce, what a dominion Satan hath obcain» 
ed over ſuch poor, unſettled fouls, who every day wax warle 
and worſe, deceiving and being deceived.z but allo, to {tudy 
more caution and circumſpection in our way, for ths future, 
and that in order, both to our own preſervation, that that , 
rigked gas touch us not, ror hand accels co tumble * 


. * 
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long in this gulf, and alſo in order to the recovery (if it be 
ble) of ſorie, at leaſt, of thoſe, out of this ſnare of the 
evil, who are taken captive by him at his pleaſure. Let all, 
who would be ſaved themſelves, or would not become a ſnare 
to others, by emboldning them by their exaniple, to converſe 
to their perdition with ſuch deceivers, {ave themſelves, and 
ſtand aloof from this generation, that they may be ſaved. | 
It may, and ought to be reme:mbred, and regret by all of 
us, that when Sotan firſt ſet up by thele proxies, and appeared. 
in this diſguiſe to ac upon the ſtage, bt gained not a little at 
his firſt aſlault, by our contempt and ſecurity : For every one 
thought, the devil was turned duns, and had plaid the wrong 
card, and failed in his polaticks, in falling upon the leaſt pro- 
bably taking way, that ever he had yet attempted, how ei- 
ther to promove his own kingdor of darkneſs, or oppoſe the 
coming of the kingdom ot the Son of God, in ſo clear a day 
of the Goſpel's ſhining brightneſs. And therefore, however 
men were amazed at the appearance of ſuch a monſter, 
(and the more they were amazed at its ſize and ſhepe, the 
more they thought themſelves etempted from all care, to 
trouble themſelves in telling the world that it was ſuch, and 
| 4 whence it came, and whither it went; it was taken by the 
maſt diſcerning for granted, that the devil intended this 
piece of ridiculous pageantry, only for an interlude, that fo, - 
| while we were gazing and mocking, he might fill the ſtage 
with Rome's abuminations : And the more judicious cannot 
but diſcern, how the devil, in this dreſs, hath had the aſſiſtance 
of his old æabal, the Conclave; and by the brimſtone, which 
iſſue out of their mouths, here with ſo many are killed, they | 
may well be judged to make up one of Abadden's legions) ; 
pet it was put out of doubt with moſt, that the Chriſtian * 
| world, eſpecially theſe Charches, which had enjoyed ſo fair | 
2 day, bad been in a manner the valley of viſion, could 
| +nor be cheated into a liking of this hell-black compound of all 
| the moſt damnable hereſies; and judged, that there was but 
little reaſon to fear, that Satan ſhould prevail much, or make 
any notable inroads upon the Church, while he appeared fo 
like himſelf; yea, it was thought 8 that- any who 
bad but the ule of his reaſon, much leſs any who profeiled 
'| religion, could be bewitchel and proſelyted into a way, 
| which ſeemed to carry its own antidote with it, becauſe its 
poiſon was ſo , palpable, and Satan had been at ſo little pains 
to busk this hook, or hide his malice, in deſigning to murder 
| as many as ſhould ſwallow this ſop. : 1 yp 
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inſtead of being deeply. affected, to ice what fpiritual judg- 
ments and plagues: we were thereby threatned with, and 
Ike to be poured forth upon a people, who had walked fo 
unſui'ably to that degree of glorious Goſpel-light, which 
had ſuined among us; but, alas! it is our tolly to think, 
that Satan plays the fool always, when he puts on hood and 
bells! For, he perceivitg the temper and untenderneſs of 
' many high pretenders, Who had not received the truth in 
love, and perceiving how, in place of pure religion and un- 

; defiled billed God. a giddy gaudinels was entertained, as 
tue badge of a progreſſive knowledge, and looked upon as an 
- High attainment : Satan, I fay, obſerving the propenſion of 
nuny, to turn away their ears from the lolid ſubſtantial and 
{ſaving truths af tue Goſpel, and how ready they were to be 
turned unto f. bles, appears fn this dreſs; and when wen in 
their gaudy giddipeſs came to gaze, when they ought to have 
looked on with the tear in their eye; all on a ſudden, he opens 
' This fluce of heit upon them, and ſpues this flood out of his 
fo mouth after the Woman, who had brought forth the Man- 
child of Reformation (by which he was enraged, becauſe 
tbereby caſt anto'the earth) that he might cauſe her to be 
| carriedaway of the food. Oh, if this day we could remem- 
der our faults, and weep over our folly, who carried in that 
_ Cay, as ignorant of Satan's devices! For, though we our ſelves 
had been ſome way ſecured againſt his ſucceis, in this garb 


brightneſs amongſt us; yet it bycame us to have been dee 

iv affected at this diſmal appearance, leſt the rumour of the 
 riſeof ſuch a generation, after ſo much endeavour to reform 
$4 the Church, thovld have given Satan the advantage of crea- 
ting ſuch a prejudice againſt all attempts for Reformation 


neſs and prodipious deluſions ſome were delivered over unto, 
in a Church of theſe endeavours, might abandon all eſſays that 
ray, and bleſs themſelves in'a ſupine neglect, of what is yet 
1 r e their duty. _ | F 


{ j this, that moſt men at firſt did, (and not a few continue to do 

bo to chis day) out ofa kind of fooliſh pity, look upon them, 
as a well-meaning kind of harnileſs, though hal, hallocked 
| 22 ; and therefore converſed with them, without all 
. ar or 1 neceſſity of fearing a being infected with 
n 
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' Nay, ſome were putfed up, and tuſhed at the fear of others 


4 and ſhape, after the light had ſhined in fuch a meridian 


in other Churches, as that they, upon hearing what giddi- 


that which gave Satantbe greateſt advantage of all, was 


Y, which was got up into their head, and for which 
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they ſbould have been put out of the ca of the Irael of God, 


as utterly unclean. 105 * 
And hence ic came to pals, that he who, in diſdain and cons 
tempt of that ſnare, faid to day, Am ia dog to dochis great 
evil? began tobark with them to morrow,atthe Sun of Righte- 
duſnels, and all the healing that is under his wings, aud to beleh 
forth blaſphemies againſt the way and rd of Gd. Let ro man 
therefore wonder at Satzn's ſueceſs under this ſhape, or at the 
{ipreading of this contagious leproſy ; Nay, let him conclude 
without a peradyenture, that it wil! certainly ipread further, 
if the courſe fo proper to pitſerve our ſelves and cure them, 

reſcribed by our bleſſed Lord, the great Phyſician of his 
;hurch, he not followed · Let them therefore be ſhunned, that 
they may be aſhamed, when they nd themſelves ſtink in the 
noſtrils of all, who favour the things of God, and ſhut out 
from all, who are called by his precious name, as perſong 
bearing and branded with another name and mark, e 
Let no man who would not expoſe himſelf to the ſnare of 
the devil, and harden them to deſtruction, liſten unto them, 
receive them into his houſe, cr carry any otherwiſe towards 
them, than towards Satan's agents and angels, who are ſo 
known by their talk and tokens, that ſcarce can it be fai 
they transoOrm themſelves into angels of üg. that they may 
wich the greater facility promove the kingdom of darleneſs. 
Let me therctore beſeech and oh teit all the fearers of God, 
to whoſe hands theſe lines ſhall come, by their love to him, by 
their longing after the coming of Chriſt's kingdom, and their 
deſires of the earth's being filed with the knowledge of his 
glory, as the waters cover the ſea ; by the love they have to 
their own immortal fouls, and the lalyation of the preſent. 
generation and. poſterity ; Yea, let me make bold to charge 
them, in the name and authority of the great God, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by their dreadful appearance before 
him, and as ever they expect to be admitted to Chriſt's com- 
pany, and find 2 place amongſt them, who are ſaved and 
w in his blood, and made Kings and Prieſts unto God, 
and his Father, make more conlcience henceforth of 
abſtaining from all converſe beyond the unplealant con- 
ſtraint of pure neceſſity, with this race of the moiſt degene- 
rate brood, and deſpcrate enemies to toundation-principles 
of ſalvation, that e ver hell yet hatched, or Satan ſer on work, 
to counter-work and obſtruct the progreſs of the Goſpel, The 
adequate remedy, it is true, is not in the hand of every, nur 


any pri vate ehriſtian: But Cod hath put this pla iſter into e 
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man A 54 hath made it eaſie for dim to 97 ie TOY. 4 
other temedies ar? not within his reach, whereby he may = 
' , &brough, grace. preferve himſelf unpolluted, and pure frg.n 
the plague ofthe Tpreading contagion, yea and bly reco- 
: 7 ome of them: 


him but, in compliance with the will 

God; diſcoumenanee theſe traders and traffickers for Sa- 
1 4 85 let him fhun all converſe with chem : Enter not 
into the path of theie wicked perſons, and go not in the way 
"of "neſt evil men ; avid it, paſs not by it, tura from it, and 
pal away: For chcir houſe ineth unto death, and their 
oe unto the dend. None { atleaſt few) that go unto them, 


Feturn 2 gein, neither take they hold of the paths of life. 


If any deſpiſe. our Lord's dd and do otherwiſe, 
let neither niinelf nor others wonder, f. a: 1450 puniſhment 
of this preſuwptuous contempt. he be lea caught into che 
Ke O fear this Ra which hath overtaken fo ma- 

to that height, that they wrangle and wreſt, without a 
d uſt:, the word of liſe, ren the ſeriptures holding fortu tne 
Plain path- way of falyation, to their bon pergition ; yea, and 
as perlons ſick of an Hydrrphoby, fear only and flee from the 
pre per remedy. O beware, leſt while you ſec fuch a dole- 

tul and fo amazing à ſpectacle ard document of divine dif- 
r before your eyes, you allo, being led away with the 


_ Error of the wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaltneſs : Re la- 


bour to grow in grace, and in th opti, our Lord and. 
Saviour Teſus Chriſt 3 and then it is impoſſible, not to grow in 
an abborrence at name and thing of len abomination, which 
his Soul hateth, as the moſt pure and perteſt oppotition to 
that ſalvation which is in Chrift Jeſus, ind the moſt explicite 
and plain attempt againſt the pleaſure of the Lord's pro- 
ſpering i in the Mediator's hand, and his ſ-eing of the travail 
2 his {oul and {atisfied, that ever Satan \ made or mana- 

hy any. mortal. Bur I have polfibly exceeded the juſt 
Wet of a u and therefore, commicting thee to the 


uardlings and aniſm of bis grace, whois of power to eſta- 
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